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NASAL  POLYPI.— CLINICAL  LECTURE  AND  OPER. 

ATION. 


SERVICE  OF   DUNCAN   EVE,   M.D., 

Profeanor  of  Siirgei^  and  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
meiii  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 


Gentlemen: — We  present  to  you  to-day  a  most  interesting 
case  of  nasal  polypus  in  the  person  of  this  young  man,  who  visits 
as  with  a  view  of  securing  surgical  treatment. 

I  shall  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  subject  of  polypi  in  general,  and  of  nasal  polypi  in  particular, 
as  you  will  doubtless  meet  with  many  cases  in  your  future  prac- 
tice  claiming  surgical  interference  at  your  hands. 

We  shall  enumerate  three  principal  varieties  of  nasal  polypi, 
viz.:  Gelatinous,  cystic  and  fibroid.  Some  authors  also  give  us 
a  fourth  variety,  which  they  term  encephaloid  or  malignant.  Of 
these  varieties  you  will  most  often  meet  with  the  gelatinous,  most 
frequently  occurring  in  persons  of  middle  age,  and  rarely  met 
with  in  the  young  or  the  aged.  It  is  usually  of  slow  and  insid- 
ions  growth,  giving  but  little  inconvenience  to  the  patient  save 
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some  difficulty  of  respiration.  This  form  springs  from  the 
mucous  membraoey  due  to  enlargement  of  the  acinus  glandsywith 
which  the  nasal  mucous  membrane  is  thickly  studded.  The 
gland  senlarge,  also  becomes  elongated,  and  with  their  saculated 
fluid  contents  constitutes  the  polypus.  Virchow  declares  that  in 
structure  they  are  rudimentary  iilro-cellular,  whitish  in  color, 
very  much  resembling  an  oyster,  or  the  so-called  mucous  tissue  of 
the  umbilical  cord,  and  seemingly  identical  in  structure  with 
hydatid  mole,  resulting  from  hypertrophy  of  the  chorion  villi. 
They  may  be  considered  as  essentially  exaggerated  out-growths  of 
the  anatomical  element  of  the  mucous  and  sub-mucous  tissues, 
and  are  mainly  made  up. of  hypertrophied  follicles  and  enlarged 
capillary  vessels,  held  together  by  fibrous  tissue  and  containing  a 
viscid  yellowish  fluid,  which  readily  escapes  upon  being  punc- 
tured, when  we  have  the  microscopical  appearance  of  branched 
and  elongated  corpuscles,  with  indistinct  fi brills  and  imperfectly 
formed  filaments.  There  may  be  but  a  single  polypus,  but  most  us- 
ually they  are  multiple  in  character.  It  is  usually  pedunculated,  of 
a  smooth  surface,  and  pyriform  in  shape,  most  frequently  hanging 
down  into  the  nostrils,  but  occasionally  coming  out  through  the 
posterior  nares.  Sometimes  it  becomes  empacted  in  the  free 
space  of  the  nasal  cavity,  completely  occluding  the  passage  and 
suspending  respiration  through  the  nose.  These  polypi  usually 
originate  from  the  free  margin  of  the  superior  turbinated  bone; 
next  in  frequency  from  the  middle.  They  arise  from  the  frontal 
sinus,  from  the  antrum  of  Highmore,  but  are  said  never  to  originate 
from  the  septum.  Occasionally  the  removal  of  one  will  bring 
into  view  vast  masses  of  polypi,  which  have  been  compressed  in 
the  cavities  by  their  fellows,  and  we  wonder  how  such  small 
cavities  could  contain  the  whole.  On  account  of  the  hygro- 
metric  nature  of  their  contents,  this  variety  of  polypus  swells  in 
damp  weather,  giving  much  more  inconvenience  to  the  sufferer. 

From  the  simple  hyperplasia  of  chronic  coryza,  Virchow 
assert;s  these  growths  usually  take  their  origin,  and  at  a  later 
period  may  become  really  malignant  in  character. 

The  cystic  variety  is  usually  multiple  in  character.  Un- 
like the  gelatinous,  they  take  their  origin  from  the  sub-mucous 
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tissue,  and  shoving  the  mucoas  membrane  before  them,  have  it 
for  an  investure.  Of  all  the  varieties  of  polypi  they  are  the 
most  prone  to  reproduction,  and  give  the  surgeon  most  trou- 
ble. 

The  fibrous  or  hard  variety  is  much  less  common  than 
true  polypi.  It  is  usually  a  disease  of  middle  and  advanced 
life,  rarely  occurring  in  the  young.  It  has  its  origin  from 
the  periosteum  of  the  posterior  portion  of  the  nasal  cavity,  from 
the  top  of  the  pharynx  and  posterior  uares,  and  but  rarely  from 
the  turbinated  bones.  It  may  originate  from  the  perichondrium. 
It  sometimes  has  a  small  pedicle,  but  most  usually  is  attached  by 
a  broad  base.  It  is  of  much  firmer  consistence  and  acquires  a 
larger  bulk  than  the  other  varieties.  It  is  red  in  color,  highly 
vascular,  and  grows  with  great  rapidity,  sometimes  strangulating 
itself  or  causing  the  absorption  of  boner)  and  conti8:uous  tissue, 
by  the  pressure  which  is  produced.  Sometimes  it  is  pyriform 
from  pendency,  but  usually  fills  up  and  takes  the  form  of 
the  cavities  occupied,  growing  in  every  direction,  and  by  in- 
sinuating itself  by  prolongations  into  the  sinus  communicating 
with  the  nose  (as  in  the  case  before  you),  produces  that  kind  of 
deformity  denominated  "  frog-face." 

The  fibroid  is  much  less  liable  to  return  than  the  other  varieties 
when  extirpated. 

The  surgeon  should  bear  in  mind  that  this  particular  form  of 
polypus  frequently  springs  from  the  antrum.  I  recently  operated 
upon  a  case  by  avulsion  removing  a  large  mass  occupying  the 
anterior  and  posterior  nares.  Two  weeks  subsequently  I  pene- 
trated the  antrum  and  found  it  filled  with  fibroid,  which  I  re- 
moved.    The  case  did  not  require  further  surgical  interference. 

The  encephaloid  variety  is  much  more  rapid  in  growth,  and 
shows  a  much  greater  tendency  to  hemorrhage  than  the  fibrous, 
and  involves  the  bony  structures  sooner.  The  benign  fibroid  is 
said  very  often  to  become  malignant.  Probably  the  most  marked 
differential  sign  is  cachexia,  which  is  manifest  usually  early  in 
the  disease.  ^  Some  authors  mention  a  peculiar  granular  polypus 
occasionally  found  in  the  nasai  cavities  which  takes  similar  con- 
nection with  the  fibroid,  complicating  the  results  of  operation* 
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sometimes  forming  coonectioDs  with  the  base  of  the  skull  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  naso-pharyngeal  polypus. 

Polypi  sometimes  become  encrusted  with  calcareous  deposits, 
giving  rise  to  a  diagnosis  of  osseous  tumors. 

Treatment. — Surgeons  have  resorted  to  quite  a  variety  of  ex- 
pedients in  the  treatment  of  nasal  polypi,  and  many  operations 
have  been  suggested^^as  insufflation  of  astringent  remedies,  such  as 
alum  and  tannic  acid.  Dr.  Primus,  of  Babenhauren,  says  that 
saffronized  tr.  of  opium,  a  preparation  of  the  German  Pharmaco- 
poeia, possesses  the  property  of  gradually  destroying  nasal  polypi. 
He  recommends  that  the  tincture  be  applied  with  a  camel's  hair 
pencil  or  by  a  pledget  of  lint,  several  times  a  day  to  the  base  of 
the  tumor. 

Dr.  Bryant  extols  the  insufflation  of  tannic  acid,  and  invented 
a  very  ingenious  glass  tube  for  the  purpose.  But  little  confidence, 
I  think,  can  be  entertained  for  the  procedure. 

The  application  of  the  galvanic  cautery  has  been  recommended 
by  some  surgeons  with  a  much  greater  show  for  success,  and  im- 
presses me  favorably,  although  my  experience  by  this  method  is 
limited. 

Repeated  successes  have  been  achieved  by  the  injection  of 
astringent  remedies  by  means  of  the  hypodermic  syringe,  for  in- 
stance acetic  acid.  I  would  suggest,  if  this  method  be  resorted 
to,  an  injection*of  equal  parts  of  carbolic  acid,  fl.  ext.  of  Witch 
Hazel,  fl.  ext.  ergot,  and  olive  oil. 

This  mode  of  treatment,  so  sccessfully  resorted  to  in  the  treat- 
ment of  hsemorrhoids,  would  seero  to  commend  it  to  our  favorable 
consideration  when  more  radical  means  are  not  desirable.  In  my 
opinion,  but  two  modes  of  operation  are  reliable,  namely,  by 
avulsion  and  strangulation  with  the  ligature.  Should  avulsion 
be  selected,  torsion  is  performed  by  a  slender  but  strong  forceps, 
having  a  longitudinal  groove,  and  fenestrated  or  serrated  blades. 
These  blades  are  slightly  bent  to  cause  the  forceps  the  more 
readily  to  take  the  direction  of  the  nasal  canal.  So  soon  as  the 
base  or  pediculated  portion  of  the  tumor  has  been  grasped,  the 
forceps  should  be  turned  round  and  round  upon  themselves^  with 
a  slight  pulling  motion  until  the  mass  is  detached.     Before  ope- 
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ration^  the  surgeon  should  satisfy  himself  by  the  speculum  or 
probe  of  the  position  of  the  pedicle  or  base.  The  most  convenient  - 
position  for  the  patient  to  assume  is  the  recumbent,  or,  better 
stil]y  the  sittings  with  the  head  well  thrown  back.  The  nose  is 
most  usually  entered  by  the  anterior  nares,  but  often  we  are 
compelled  to  introduce  the  forceps  by  the  posterior,  when  the 
operation  may  be  facilitated  by  passing:  the  finger  in  front  and 
forcing  the  growth  into  the  blades  of  the  instrument. 

Several  introductions  of  the  forceps  may  be  necessary,  and 
especially  is  this  so  in  the  case  of  multiple  tumors,  to  the  end  that 
the  whole  mass  may  be  extirpated. 

This  process  of  twisting  is  very  painful  to  the  patient,  as  you 
may  readily  imagine,  and  the  hoemorrhage  is  sometimes  sufficent 
to  necessitate  the  injection  of  astringents,  or  the  application  of 
the  tampon  temporarily.  Ligation  is  more  particularly  adapted 
to  large  pendent  tumors  with  small  pedicles.  This  operation 
we  usually  effect  by  snareing  the  tumor  with  a  loop  of  ^ire 
through  a  Gooche's  double  canula.  The  loop  is  then  drawn 
home  and  the  pedicle  severed.  The  principal  difiSculty  expe- 
rienced is  in  getting  the  wire  to  encircle  the  pedicle.  This  pro- 
cedure may  often  be  facilitated  by  the  introduction  of  the  finger 
into  the  posterior  narcs.  Should  the  mass  not  be  removed  as 
with  ED  ecraseur,  the  loop  may  be  tied  and  the  mass  allowed  to 
slough  away.  The  danger  attending  ligation  of  polypi,  is  that 
they  may  slough  off  during  sleep,  fall  into  the  glottis  and  cause 
suffocation. 

In  the  last  October  number  of  The  Southern  PBAcririONEB^ 
Dr.  J«  W.  Penn,  of  Humboldt,  Tenn.,  describes  a  very  neat  and 
ingenuous  little  instrument  of  his  devising,  which  he  calls 
Ptnn^B  Polypus  EoraseuVy  which  will  answer  admirably  in  many 
instances^  for  throwing  a  ligature. 

Polypi  have  a  disposition  to  redevelop  themselves  after  an  op- 
eration, due  probably  to  the  fact,  that  the  attachments  of  the 
growths  are  not  thoroughly  removed,  thus  necessitating  frequent 
operations.  Prof.  Gross  recommended  that  in  such  cases  it  is  often 
better  to  remove  a  portion  of  the  turbinated  bone,  than  that  the 
patient  be  compelled  to  so  frequently  undergo  the  operation. 
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We  ^ow  introduce  to  you,  gentlemen,  Mr.  B.  B.  Simpson,  a 
young  man,  aged  26  years.  He  resides  near  Tompkinsville, 
Monroe  county,  Ky.  He  has  been  affected  with  polypus  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  during  this  time  he  has  submitted  to  two 
operations  by  different  physicians,  but  for  want  of  suitable  instru- 
ments the  operations  proved  failures.  This  patient  arrived  in 
the  city  November  1,  and  has  consequently  only  had  two  days 
for  preparation  for  the  operation,  which  we  propose  to-day  to 
perform. 

You  will  observe,  gentlemen,  that  this  patient  is  in  a  bad  con- 
dition. There  seems  to  be  a  scrofulous  taint  in  the  system,  and 
a  general  cachexia  is  marked  in  his  case.  Whether  this  is  due 
to  the  constant  nervous  irritation  produced  by  the  polypus,  or  to 
malignant,  or  semi- malignant  character  of  the  tumor,  will  be  a 
question  for  time  to  develop. 

He  has  from  time  to  time  had  excessive  hoemorrhages,  which 
have  necessarily  much  prostrated  him.  His  appetite  has  been 
poor,  and  he  has  been  compelled  for  much  of  the  time  of  his  ill- 
ness to  confine  himself  to  liquid  food,  a  variety  of  which  was  not 
accessible  in  the  country. 

Our  diagnosis  of  the  case  is  strictly  fibrous  polypus.  In  this 
diagnosis  our  colleagues  concur.  You  will  observe,  gentlemen, 
that  the  tumor  is  immense  in  size,  having  by  its  density  and 
great  growth  displaced  the  contiguous  bones,  producmg  the  de- 
formity, known  as  '^  frog  face.^'  By  examination  we  find  some 
portions  of  the  bones  are  missing,  whether  fractured  by  previous 
attempts  at  removal,  or  produced  by  absorption,  is  unknown. 
The  attachments  of  this  tumor  are  evidently  extensive,  and  its 
position  probably  involves  the  whole  of  the  nasal  cavities.  It 
does  not  present  so  far  as  we  are  able  to  determine  a  peduncu- 
lated character,  and  consequently  is  attached  by  broad  bases. 
We  find,  gentlemen,  that  the  development  of  this  tumor  in  the 
posterior  nares  is  immense,  the  parts  being  so  displaced  as  seri- 
iously  to  interfere  with  deglutition  and  respiration.  Those  of 
you  who  are  near  can  readily  detect  the  foetor  emanating  from 
the  mass.  The  skin  of  the  nose  and  face  is  red  and  turgid^  In 
consultation  ^with   my  colleagues,  I  have  determined   upon  the 
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operation  of  avalsion.  Owing  to  the  large  extent  of  the  tumor, 
and  probable  excessive  hoemorrhage,  which  will  attend  the  oper- 
atioDy  endangering  the  life  of  the  patient  by  strangalation,  I 
shall  only  bring  him  slightly  under  the  influence  of  aether,  with 
a  view  of  permitting  free  expectoration.  The  dorsal  decubitus 
will  be  maintained  with  the  head  high  during  the  operation.  I 
will  state,  gentlemen,  that  I  have  just  administered  to  this  pa- 
tient a  large  dose  of  whisky,  and  20  grains  of  quinine  to  mitigate 
nervous  shock.  My  colleagues.  Professors  Sinclair,  Roberts, 
Stephens,  Haggard,  and  Paul  F.  Eve,  and  the  visiting  physi- 
diaos,  whom  you  recognize  present,  have  kindly  consented  to  as- 
sist me  in  the  operation.  The  patient  now  being  sufficiently 
»therized,  you  will  observe,  gentlemen,  that  I  make  an  iucis- 
ion  along  the  median  line  from  near  the  bone  to  the  end  of  the 
noee,  slightly  deflecting  it  at  its  inferior  portion  so  as  to  leave 
the  septum  of  the  nose  intact.  This  incision,  made  with  the 
view  of  opening  up  the  fleshy  and  cartilaginous  portions  of  the 
canal,  thus  facilitating  the  introduction  of  the  forceps.  This 
incision  having  been  made,  you  perceive  to  s&me  extent  the  great 
displacement  of  the  parts  caused  by  the  density  and  great  growth 
of  the  tumor.  We  now  take  this  forceps,  which  you  will  observe 
has  a  longitudinal  slit,  is  fenestrated  to  secure  a  more  firm  hold 
upon  the  mass,  and  is  slightly  bent  at  the  shank  to  more  readily 
take  the  direction  of  the  canal,  and  we  remove  that  portion  of 
the  tumor  occupying  the  anterior  nares.  This  being  accom- 
plished, we  now  pass  the  instrument  into  the  posterior  nares  thus, 
seize  and  endeavor  to  remove  the  mass.  You  very  readily  now 
perceive,  gentlemen,  the  difficulty  encountered  in  removing  the 
mass  in  its  entirety,  the  polypus  breaks,  and  coming  away  in  de- 
tached firagmeuts,  necessitating  the  frequent  reapplication  of  the 
forceps.  You  also  observe  that  the  hoemorrhage  is  excessive,  re- 
qairing  frequent  mopping.  I  will  now  request  Prof.  Sinclair  to 
introduce  his  fingers  in  the  posterior  nares  and  push  the  remain- 
inf^  portion  of  the  tumor  upward  and  forward.  I  have,  by  this 
means,  as  you  see,  seized  and  removed  the  principal  part  of  the 
mass,  occupying  this  locality,  and  it  only  remains  to  remove 
the  small  fragments  still  attached,  with  a  view  of  guarding  against 
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reprodaction.  Having  now,  gentlemen,  cleared  the  nares,  both 
anterior  and  poeterior,  we  perceive  that  our  work  ie  not  accom** 
plished,  for  the  antrnm  of  Highmore  is  also  involved  and  filled 
with  the  growth.  We  now  open  this  cavity,  by  means  of  the  nasal 
canal,  and  in  the  same  manner  proceed  as  yon  see,  to  remove  the 
diseased  strnctnre  from  that  locality. 

Our  operation  is  now  complete,  and  has  been  tedious,  but  we 
feel  assured  has  been  successful  in  removing  the  whole  of  the 
polypus.  The  hoemorrhage  has  been  excessive,  and  our  patient  is 
necessarily  much  prostrated,  but  the  bleeding  (as  usnally  occurs) 
has  now  ceased.  Throughout  this  operation,  you  have  observed 
that,  though  exceedingly  painful,  our  patient  has  borne  it  man- 
fully, attributable  to  two  causes,  grit,  and  the  fact  that  we  exhib- 
ited to  him  whisky  and  quinine.  Nothing  now  remains  to  be 
done,  gentlemen,  but  to  suture  the  incision  in  the  nose,  and  we 
have  done. 

I  now  give  him  a  hypodermic  injection  of  i  gr.  of  morphia 
and  relegate  him  to  the  infirmary,  where  the  future  treatment 
will  be  conducted,* and  where  you  will  have  daily  opportu- 
nity of  observing  the  progress  of  the  case.  The  future  treat* 
ment  will  consist  of  daily  thorough  cleansing  of  the  parts  by  an- 
tiseptic astringent  injections. 

Owing  to  his  general  debility,  I  direct  that  he  be  given  iron, 
quinine,  and  syrup  of  the  hypophosphites  containing  strichnia. 
This,  with  an  appropriate  and  nourishing  diet,  we  hope  will  soon 
restore  our  patient.  The  mass  we  move,  gentlemen,  weighs  li 
pounds. 

Note. — ^The  -operation  was  performed  November  2.  He  re- 
mained in  the  infirmary  under  treatment  two  weeks,  at  which 
time  he  returned  to  his  home.  The  displacement  of  the  parts 
was  hardly  perceptible.  A  recent  note  from  him  informs  us  that 
his  general  health  has  greatly  improved.  He  suffers  no  inconve- 
nience, and  states  that  the  discharge  from  the  nose  is  barely  per- 
ceptible. We  can  only  hope  that  a  malignant  reproduction  may 
not  occur,  and  we  feel  that  the  indications  are  averse  to  such  a 
termination. 
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A  Clinical  Lecture  Delivered  at  the  Hospital  of  the  University  of  Pen  ngylvania.^ 


BY  WILLIAM  PEPPER,  M.D.,  LL.  D., 

Provoat  of  and  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of   MedidnA 
and  of  Clinieal  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 


RBPOBTKB  BY  WILLIAM  H.  MORRISON,  M.D. 


GentlemeD,  I  shall  to-day  bring  before  you  certain  cases  of 
digestive  troubles  and  shall  pass  them  in  rapid  review.  Our 
first  patient  is  this  man,  aged  45  years,  a  quarryman  by  occupa- 
tion. He  is  married  and  has  a  family  of  healthy  children.  His 
general  health  has  been  good  until  recent  years.  He  has  never 
had  venereal  diseases.  His  habits  have  been  good,  but  he  has 
been  much  exposed  to  cold  and  violent  changes  of  temperature. 
About  fifteen  years  ago,  this  man  first  had  pain  in  the  right  hy- 
pochondriac region.  This  pain  seemed  to  be  increased  by  eating, 
and  was  relieved  by  vomiting.  It  came  about  two  or  three  hours 
after  eating,  and  continued  until  vomiting  gave  relief.  Follow- 
ine  this  there  would  be  great  irritation  of  the  stomachy  with  ex- 
cessive thirst,  calling  for  the  use  of  large  quantities  of  water, 
which  were  at  once  vomited.  When  the  attackb  first  made  their 
ap}>earance  they  came  about  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
and  continued  until  night.  In  the  interval  between  the  attacks, 
he  felt  mofierately  well.  This  pain  has  been  felt  almost  every 
day  for  the  past  fifteen  years. 

Before  going  further,  let  us  analyze  these  attacks  and  try  to 
learn  their  nature.  Note  in  the  first  place  that  they  are  parox- 
yamal  in  character.     The  duration  of  each  attack  was  oonsider- 
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able.  The  patient  would  eat  his  dinner  at  12  o'clock,  and  the 
pain  wonld  begin  to  appear  at  3  o'clock.  It  is,  therefore,  hardly 
correct  to  say  that  the  pain  was  increased  by  eating.  Since  the 
attacks  appeared  the  .pain  has  been  growing  more  severe,  and 
now  comes  sooner  after  eatfng,  but  for  a  long  time  the  pain  came 
three  hours  after  eating,  when  the  gastric  digestion  was  almost 
finished  and  when  the  stomach  should  be  empty.  It  is  also 
noted  that  this  pain  would  be  relieved  by  vomiting,  and  after 
this  there  would  be  great  irritation  of  the  stomach.  The  pain 
was  also  relieved  by  the  ingestion  of  stimulant  articles  of  food. 
Red  pepper  with  water  would  relieve  the  pain.  It  was  also  re- 
lieved by  pressure,  and  the  patient  found  the  most  comfortable 
position  to  be  on  the  face. 

You  will  not  be  at  a  loss  to  recognize  in  these  spells  of  pain, 
attacks  of  gastralgia,  or  neuralgia  of  the  stomach.  This  is  shown 
by  their  paroxysmal  character,  by  the  fact  that  they  occur  not 
immediately  afler  taking  food,  but  come  at  the  time  when  the 
gastric  digestion  is  advanced  and  the  stomach  is  becoming  empty, 
and  its  coats  are  exposed  to  the  acids  resulting  from  the  imper* 
feet  digestion  of  the  food.  Evidently  there  was  with  this  gas- 
tralgia, an  element  of  gastric  catarrh,  rendering  the  stomach  irri- 
table. 

The  attacks  of  pain  have  increased  in  frequency  since  one  year 
ago,  and  now  he  has  an  exacerbation  of  pain  every  day  one  hour 
after  eating.  The  pain  is  most  marked  over  the  region  of  the 
pylorus,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  median  line.  There  is  some 
tenderness  on  pressure  at  this  point.  During  the  attacks  the 
pain  spreads  across  the  epigastrium  and  through  to  the  back. 
The  appetite  has  always  been  good,  and  at  times  it  is  voracious. 
It  has  never  been  unnatural  and  craving,  as  sometimes  happens 
in  this  affection.  The  bowels  are  regular.  He  has  to  urinate 
very  frequently,  every  forty-five  minutes,  and  passes  a  small 
quantity  of  reddish  urine.  During  the  last  year  he  has  lost  con- 
siderable flesh.  One  year  ago  his  weight  was  180  pounds ;  it  is 
now  140  pounds.  He  has  also  lost  strength.  The  urine  con- 
tains neither  albumen  nor  sugar. 

ile  was  admitted  to  the  hospital  ten  days  ago.     The  day  fol- 
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lowing  admission,  he  had  a  sharp  attack  of  pain,  but  since  then 
he  has  been  better.  He  has  had  no  pain  for  the  past  week  and 
has  only  vomiied  ouce  since  admission. 

Here  then  is  an  exceedingly  well  marked  case  of  gastralgia.  I 
do  not  dwell  npon  the  diagnosis,  for  the  attacks  are  so  very  char- 
acteristic. As  to  the  cause  of  the  attacks  in  this  case,  we  are 
somewhat  in  doubt.  The  man's  habits  are  good;  his  food  \i? 
necessarily  coarse,  and  he  is  much  exposed.  He  is  not  intem- 
perate in  his  use  of  tobacco,  although  he  uses  it  every  day.  He 
partakes  moderately  of  tea  and  coffee.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
in  the  sensitive  condition  induced  by  the  breaking  down  of  the 
system  from  exposure,  cold  and  damp,  and  from  the  catarrhal 
irritation  of  the  stomach,  that  the  moderate  indulgence  in  these 
stimulants  has  been  sufficient  to  excite  the  attacks  of  gastralgia. 
We  do  not  find  here,  as  we  do  in  many  cabes  of  gastralgia,  a 
definite  cause.  It  is  usually  associated  with  a  tendency  to  de- 
pression of  vitality,  and  exhaustion  of  whatever  form  which  makes 
the  system,  and  particularly  the  nervous  system  sensitive  and  de- 
pressed. This  man  has  been  forced  to  work,  and  it  is,  therefore, 
not  strange  that  the  syniptoms  have  continued. 

In  this  case,  it  is  noted  that  there  is  paiu  over  the  region  of 
the  pylorus.  This  ie  not  constantly  found  in  gastralgia.  The 
epigastrium  is  oiten  entirely  free  from  increased  sensibility. 
Grastralgia  is,  however,  often  associated  with  subacute  inflamma- 
tory states  of  the  lining  membrane  of  the  stomach.  We  then 
have  a  mixed  case,  and  there  may  then  be  distinct  local  tender- 
ness associated  with  the  irritated  state  of  the  mucous  membrane. 
This  man  has  undoubtedly  had  from  time  to  time  catarrhal  irri- 
tatioD  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach,  but  these  attacks 
have  not  been  very  pronounced. 

The  only  condition  which  might  be  suspected  in  snch  a  case  as 
this,  would  be  ulcer  of  the  stomach,  but  it  requires  no  discus- 
sion to  eliminate  that.  The  fact  that  blood  has  never  been  vom- 
ited, the  character  of  the  pain  eoming  on  not  immediately  on  the 
ingestion  of  food,  but  some  time  later,  the  relief  by  stimulant 
articles  and  the  moderate  amount  of  tenderness  would  exclude 
this.     In  gastric  cancer  such  spells  of  pain  as  these  may  occur. 
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There  has  been  no  obstruction  of  the  pylorus  and  the  bowels  have 
been  regular,  and  this  case  has  lasted  so  long  that  no  idea  of 
serious  organic  disease  can  be  entertained. 

The  prognosis  in  these  cases  is  favorable,  if  control  of  the  pa- 
tient can  be  gained.  In  many  cases,  the  conditions  are  as  in  this 
case.  As  soon  as  a  little  relief  is  gained,  the  patient  is  obliged 
to  return  to  work.  In  many  cases,  the  cure  is  facilitated  by  a 
change  of  the  habits  of  life  and  change  of  climate.  In  such  a 
case  as  this,  we  are  limited  to  diet,  drugs  and  general  directions 
in  regard  to  dress,  rest,  etc. 

In  regard  to  diet  we  exclude  all  substances  which  like  alcohol, 
tobacco,  and  the  excessive  use  of  coffee  and  tea,  may  help  to  keep 
up  the  irritated  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach. 
For  this  man,  I  should  recommend  a  diet  something  like  this: 
For  breakfast,  mush  and  milk  with  a  soft-boiled  egg.  At  10 
o'clock,  half  a  pint  of  milk  with  a  tablespoonful  of  lime  water. 
Dinner,  a  pint  of  milk,  with  stale  bread  and  a  small  piece  of 
meat.  The  milk  may  be  heated,  or  mixed  with  boiling  water. 
At  3  o'clock,  milk  and  lime  water  again.  Supper,  hot  water  and 
milk,  toast,  a  soft  egg,  or  oysters.  I  thus  give  three  light  meals, 
and  in  the  intervals,  at  about  the  time  that  the  stomach  has  dis- 
posed of  these  three  principal  meals  and  become  exposed  to  the 
gastric  juice,  I  give  small  quantities  of  milk  and  lime  water. 
This  distribution  of  nourishment  is  oflen  of  great  importance  in 
the  treatment  of  gastralgia.  It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  go 
further  and  put  the  patient  on  an  absolute  milk  diet,  giving  a 
small  quantity  every  hour  and  gradually  increasing  the  quantity 
and  leugthening  the  intervals.  This  diet  should  continue  until 
all  tendency  to  neuralgia  is  overcome. 

When  this  man  came  into  the  hospital,  I  ordered  five  grains 
of  subnitrate  of  bismuth  and  pepsin  with  one-eighth  of  a  grain 
of  morphia  before  each  meal.  The  pain  was  so  excessive,  and  it 
was  so  important  to  check  it  at  once,  that  I  resorted  to  the  use  of 
morphia  against  my  will,  for  I  never  like  to  use  it  where  it  can 
be  avoided.  I  propose  now  to  gradually  withdraw  the  morphia. 
I  shall  now  order  powders  containing  six  grains  subnitrate  of  bis- 
muth and  pepsin  and  reduce  the  dose  of  morphia  to  one-twelfth 
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of  a  grain.  The  morphia  does  not  seem  to  have  interfered  with 
any  of  the  functions.  We  shall  be  fortunate  if  the  symptoms  do 
not  again  come  into  prominence  as  the  morphia  is  removed. 
They  certainly  would  if  we  did  not  correct  the  diet.  If  you  use 
opiates  in  any  chronic  case,  it  must  be  associated  with  such  thor- 
ough hygienic  treatment  and  regulation  of  diet,  that  all  the  time 
the  fundamental  disease  is  being  subjected  to  radical  cure. 

CHRONIC  CATARRHAL  DYSPEPSIA. 

The  next  patient  presents  another  type  of  gastric  disorder. 
He  is  35  years  of  age^  and  by  occupation  a  saloon-keeper,  a  mod- 
erate drinker,  and  comes  complaining  of  stomach  trouble  of  about 
two  years  duration.  The  symptoms  have  chiefly  been  failure  of 
appetite,  a  heavily  coated  tongue,  a  bad  taste  in  the  mouth,  con- 
stantly hawking  and  raising  of  mucous,  frequent  vomiting  on 
first  rising  in  the  morning  of  glairy  mucous  and  green  colored 
liquid,  weight  and  fullness  in  the  epigastrium,  a  constipated  state 
of  the  bowels  and  frequent  headaches  in  the  front  and  back  of 
the  head.  At  times  there  is  soreness  and  tenderness  of  the  eye- 
balls. During  the  past  two  years  there  has  been  a  loss  of  flesh 
and  strength,  the  weight  having  decreased  twenty  pounds  in  that 
time.    The  patient  has  grown  pale,  weak  and  easily  tired. 

This  is  an  equally  typical  picture  of  chronic  catarrhal  dyspep- 
sia, where  the  lesion  has  been  congestion,  catarrhal  inflammation 
with  perverted  secretion,  not  only  in  the  stomach  but  also  in  the 
esophagus  and  pharynx.  There  has  been  more  or  less  chronic 
pharyngeal  catarrh  connected  with  the  dyspepsia.  There  is 
reason  to  suppose  that  there  has  been  a  further  extension  of  the 
same  kind  affecting  the  function  of  the  liver,  and  that  from  time 
to  time  there  have  been  spells  of  lithemia,  resulting  from  the 
torpid  and  imperfect  action  of  this  organ  and  the  imperfect 
assimilation  of  food. 

Before  these  troubles  appeared  the  patient  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  eating  all  kinds  of  food  and  at  very  irregular  hours,  the 
morning  meal  often  being  substituted  by  liquor  or  beer  upon  a 
totally  un]>rotected  stomach.  It  is  remarkable  that  this  practice 
could  be  kept  up  so  long  without  the  appearance  of  dyspeptic 
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flymptoms.  It  is  a  misfortune  to  many  persons  to  have  a  good 
stomach.  A  person  with  a  sensitive  stomach  and  weak  diges- 
tion suffers  so  seriously  from  slight  indiscretions  that  he  soon 
learns  what  he  can  do  and  what  he  cannot  do,  while  a  person 
with  a  good  stomach  will  receive  no  warning,  and  may  go  on  in 
a  course  of  reckless  living  until  serioup  organic  disease  is  devel- 
oped. 

This  man  presents  all  the  symptoms  of  dyspepsia  of  the  irrita- 
tive catarrhal  type.  We  have  a  proof  of  the  condition  of  the 
membranes,  in  the  habitually  coated  tongue,  the  unhealthy  mu- 
cous from  the  pharynx,  with  the  frequent  clearing  of  the  throat. 
The  stomach  when  not  occupied  with  digestion,  secretes  a  glairy 
acid  mucous,  so  that  in  the  morning  it  contains  a  quantity  of  this 
irritating  matter  and  there  is  nausea  until  it  is  vomited.  This 
morning  vomiting  is  extremely  significant  of  serious  catarrhal 
dyspepsia.  Then^  of  course,  we  have  the  appitite  impaired.  The 
presence  of  food  increases  the  distress  and  causes  weight,  fullness 
and  discomfort  in  the  epigastrium.  The  secretion  of  the  liver  is 
also  affected.  The  urine  is  reddish  in  color,  and  throws  down  a 
brick  dust  sediment,  and  from  time  to  time  this  man  has  had  so- 
called  bilious  attacks  or  a  lithemic  condition  in  which  there  would 
b^  heaiviness  and  dulness,  often  with  severe  headache  and  sore- 
nest  of  the  eye-balls.  This  man  fortunately  recognized  that  his 
troubles  were  due  to  his  own  indiscretions,  and  he  has  rectified 
his  diet,  and  for  the  past  few  months  he  has  slowly  improved. 
Too  often,  however,  when  these  feelings  of  weakness  come  on 
they  suggest  further  stimulation,  and  the  patient  tries  to  drive 
the  stomach  by  taking  more  stimulants,  thus  engendering  more 
serious  conditions  and  bringing  on  incurable  disease. 

In  a  case  of  this  character  the  diet  must,  of  course,  be  digesti- 
ble and  the  quantity  regulated  by  the  actual  capacity  of  the 
stomach.  It  is  sometimes  necessary  to  give  an  extremely  re- 
stricted diet.  This  is,  however,  not  often  called  for.  If  the 
«toroach  is  very  irritable,  you  may  find,  as  in  the  previous  case, 
that  a  milk  diet  in  restricted  quantity  is  required.  It  is  often 
advantageous  to  give  to  such  a  patient,  before  any  food  is  taken, 
a  certain  amount  of  very  hot  water,  from  two  to  eight  ounces. 
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The  object  of  this  is  to  thin  the  thick  muooas  which  is  iu  the 
stomachy  wash  it  from  the  surface  and  to  excite  peristalsis  and  cause 
it  to  be  passed  from  the  stomach,  leaving  that  organ  with  onl j  its 
proper  secretion  of  gastric  juice.  Then  food  may  be  introduced. 
This  may  consist  of  finely  minced  meat  which  has  been  sli^tly 
broiled  and  to  which  a  little  pepsin  has  been  added.  This  is 
highly  nutritious,  readily  digested  and  quickly  assimilated.  A 
course  of  diet  of  this  kind  will  often  give  brilliant  results  in  this 
type  of  dyspepsia.  This  hot  water  treatment  has  of  late  been 
used  in  fhe  treatment  of  all  sorts  of  diseases.  While  it  is  very 
very  valuable  in  certain  classes  of  cases  it  is  distinctly  limited  to 
these  cases.  In  improperly  selected  cases,  it  is  capable  of  doing 
great  harm.  In  this  case,  a  carefully  regulated  diet  will,  I  think, 
be  sufficient.  His  breakfast  should  consist  of  a  glass  of  milk, 
which  should  be  preferably  hot  and  a  little  dilute,  well  cooked 
porridge,  and  perhaps  a  soft  boiled  egg.  At  dinner,  I  should 
suggest  a  cup  of  hot  water,  a  piece  of  tender  steak  or  the  soft  parts 
of  eight  or  ten  oysters  with  a  roasted  potato,  and  stale  bread  and 
butter.  In  the  evening,  I  would  give  weak  tea,  a  soft  boiled  egg 
and  dry  toast  or  stale  bread. 

In  such  a  case  as  this,  the  drugs  should  be  alterative  and 
slightly  astringent.  If  there  were  constipation,  I  should  order 
in  the  morning  a  glass  of  hot  water  containing  half  a  drachm  or 
one'  drachm  of  sulphate  of  sodium.  This  will  exert  an  excellent  . 
effect  upon  the  mucous  membrane.  If  the  bowels  were  regular 
this  should  be  omitted.  If  there  were  heaviness  and  nausea  in 
the  morning,  a  glass  of  hot  water  might  be  taken  before  break- 
fast. All  irritating  purgatives  should  be  avoided,  for  they  do 
harm  to  the  weak  mucous  membrane  of  the  stomach.  The  dilute 
mineral  acids  are  proper  remedies  in  these  cases.  These  may  be 
given  alone,  or  with  pepsin.  Strychnia  or  nux  vomica  may  be 
associated.  Small  doses  of  nitrate  of  silver  with  opium  or,  where 
there  is  a  tendency  to  constipation,  with  belladonna,  are  of  ser- 
vice, particularly  where  there  i?  a  disposition  to  thickening  of  the 
membrane. 

OATABBHAL    JAUNDICE. 

This  woman  illustrates  another  point  in  catarrhal  dyspepsia. 
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She  is  56  years  of  age  and  married.  There  is  nothing  note* 
worthy  in  the  family  hisfory.  She  is  a  hard  working  woman, 
and  hei  habits  are  good.  For  years  she  has  suffered  with  dys- 
pepsia. Last  July,  as  a  reaalt  of  overwork,  she  became  very 
sick  and  worn  out.  Her  digestion  broke  down  entirely,  and  she 
suffered  from  a  severe  catarrhal  attack.  Ever  since  then  the 
digestion  has  been  worse.  About  five  weeks  ago  the  orifice  of 
the  bile-duct  in  the  duodenum  was  closed  by  a  swelling  of  the 
mucous  membrane,  and  she  suffered  an  attack  of  jaundice  from 
obstrnction  due  to  the  extension  of  the  catarrhal  process  into  the 
bile  duct.  Thus  we  often  have  catarrhal  jaundice  making  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  course  of  a  case  of  gastro-duodenal  dyspepsia.  In 
fact,  one  of  the  elements  in  the  diagnosis  of  catarrhal  jaundice  is 
that  it  has  come  on  where  there  have  been  symptoms  of  mild 
catarrhal  inflammation  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum. 

The  jaundice  is  much  improved.  This  has  been  effected  sim- 
ply by  care  in  the  diet,  and  a  little  counter-irritation  over  the  re- 
gion of  the  gall  ducts.  Internally  she  hrs  received  very  simply 
remedies,  consisting  for  the  most  part  of  bi-carbonate  of  soda  with 
gentian  ;  seven  and  a  half  grains  of  bi-carbonate  of  soda  with  two 
drachms  of  the  compound  infusion  of  gentian  were  given  an  hour 
after  meals.  In  catarrhal  jaundice,  nitrate  of  silver  is  almost  a 
specific.  A  mild  saline  in  hot  water  should  be  given  in  the 
morning,  and  if  necessary  in  the  evening,  to  remove  the  thick 
mucous,  and  it  may  at  the  same  time  render  the  biliary  secretion 
more  liquid.  Nitrate  of  silver  will  then  hasten  in  a  remarkable 
way  the  subsidence  of  the  swelling  and  the  removal  of  the  jaun- 
dice. I  always  use  it  in  these  cases  unless  the  jaundice  seems  to 
be  passing  away  of  itself.  I  shall  give  this  patient  a  pill  con- 
taining one- twelfth  of  a  grain  of  nitrate  of  silver  with  one  grain 
of  extract  of  quassia,  three  times  a  day  after  meals.  We  shall 
have  her  return  in  a  couple  of  weeks  that  we  may  note  the  re- 
sult.—  Weekly  Med.  Remew. 
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Sehiitian^. 


NiTROGLYCEBIN,    StBYCHNINE   AND    EbYTHROXYLON  CoC5A 

IN  THE  Treatment  of  Acute  Alcoholism. — In  treating  acate 
alcoholism,  we  often  meet  with  a  case  in  which,  though  no  spir- 
ituoas  liquor  has  been  taken  during  the  previous  ten  or  fifteen 
hours,  the  patient  cannot  stand  erect  without  feeling  a  lightness 
in  the  head,  an  inclination  to  reel  and  fall.  Perhaps  this  dispo- 
sition to  cerebral  syncope  is  so  marked  that  the  patient  cannot 
even  lift  bis  head  from  the  pillow  without  bringing  on  an  attack. 
In  connection  with  this  cerebral  anaemia  and  consequent  syncope 
on  raising  the  head,  there  is  very  often  a  sinking  sensation  about 
the  heart,  a  sensation  of  insecurity,  of  impending  heart  failure, 
and  a  morbid  fear  that  death  may  occur  at  any  moment.  In  this 
class  of  cases,  we  have  the  heart  exhaustion  of  alcohol  (secon- 
dary), the  increased  arterial  tension  of  the  cerebral  blood-vessels 
(secondary),  due  to  alcohol,  and,  the  aggravated  cerebral  aniemia 
(arterial),  arising  from  these  causes — an  exhausted  heart  and 
high  tension.  Here  chloral  would  mean  murder,  bromide  of 
potash  would  be  but  little  less  injurious,  the  other  bromides  in- 
ferior to  even  a  stimulant  dose  of  morphine,  digitalis  too  slow, 
and  even  then  not  wholly  indicated.  The  nitrites  alone  fill  the 
complete  indication.  Nitroglycerin,  drop  doses  of  the  one-per- 
cent, solution  dropped  on  the  tongue,  is  the  remedy,  and  the  re- 
lief obtained  from  it  is  speedy  and  certain.  Supposing  you  were 
called,  as  we  were  this  afternoon,  to  a  patient  presenting  the 
above  indications,  the  dose  may  be  repeated  every  two  or  three 
hours  until  you  call  again  late  in  the  afternoon;  on  your  second 
visit  you  will  find  that  he  has  given  up  all  fear  of  dying,  and,  as 
was  our  experience  to-day,  that  he  is  enjoying  a  good  sleep  with- 
2  8.  P. 
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out,  as  we  have  seen,  having  been  bromized  or  hypDotized  for 
that  purpose. 

Theoretically^  we  would  prefer  smaller  doses,  drop  doses  of  a 
half  or  quarter-per-cent.  solution,  repeated  oftener,  because  the 
rationale  of  the  treatment  lies  in  this,  that  we  wish  to  combat  the 
secondary  effect  of  alcohol  on  the  heart,  arteries,  and  cerebral 
blood  supply,  by  pitting  against  it  the  primary  effect  of  nitro- 
glycerin on  the  same.  Remedies  that  increase  heart  power  in 
in  minimum  doses,  depress  the  heart  in  maximum  doses,  in  doses 
sufficient  to  produce  secondary  effects;  consequently,  our  doses  of 
nitroorlycerin  should  not  be  large  enough  to  produce  secondary 
symptoms. 

We  have  already  remarked  that  digitalis  was  not  wholly  indi- 
cated in  the  foregoing  case;  we  will,  however,  put  it  strong- 
er, and  say  that  the  case  did  not  present  a  single  indication 
for  digitalis  in  ordinary  doses.  If  now  we  compare  the  action 
of  alcohol,  nitroglycerin,  and  digitalis  on  the  heart  and  arteries^ 
we  will  readily  see  the  reason  why : 

Alcohol  in  maximum  doses,  is  a  muscle  poison,  and,  and  like 
all  remedies  that  affect  muscular  rather  than  nervous  irritability, 
inhibits  the  heart  in  diastole. 

Nitroglycerin  and  the  nitrites  belong  to  the  same  class,  muscle 
poisons  (heart),  and  in  maximum  doses,  inhibit  the  heart  in 
diastole. 

Digitalis  in  maximum  doses  is  a  poison  to  the  nervous  rather 
than  muscular  system  of  the  heart,  and  inhibits  the  heart  in  sys- 
tole. 

Alcohol  in  small  doses  (primary  effect),  increases  the  number 
of  heart  beats,  lowers  arterial  tension,  and  induces  cerebral  con- 
gestion. 

Nitroglycerin,  in  small  doses  (primary),  does  the  same,  but  the 
effects  are  more  marked,  rapid,  and  perhaps,  evanescent. 

Digitalis  in  minimum  doses,  produces  an  effect  (primary),  the 
direct  opposite  to  the  foregoing;  it  slows  the  heart  and  increases 
arterial  tension.  The  indications  for  ordinary  doses  of  digitalis, 
then,  are  a  rapid  pulse  with  low  tension  of  the  heart  and  arteries^ 
and  are  met  with  in  the  primary  stage  of  acute  alcoholism  if  at 
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all.  Alooholy  io  small  doses,  is  a  heart  stimiUarU ;  digitalis  a 
heart  Umio.  A  stimulant  stimulates  to  exhaustion  ;  a  tonic  tones 
down,  slow  to  steadiness  and  strength.  The  difference,  then,  be- 
tween tonic  and  stimulant  indication,  is  more  than  appreciable;  a 
tonic  may  be  needed  to  tone  down  stimulation,  but  a  stimulant  is 
needed  to  rouse  from  exhaustion. 

Alcohol,  in  maximum  or  long-continued  minimum  doses  (seo- 
ciondary  effects,)  slows  the  heart,  increases  tenson  by  eliminating 
vaso-motor  impulse  (thus  allowing  the  vessels  to  contract  in  vir- 
tue of  their  own  resiliency),  induces  cerebral  venous  stasis,  and 
finally,  produces  diastolic  arrest. 

Nitroglycerin,  in  maximum  doses  (secondary),  accomplishes 
the  same  ends,  but  by  a  slightly  different  mechanism. 

Rigitalis,  in  maximum  doses  (seiTondary),  increases  the  number 
of  heart  beats,  and  lowers  arterial  tension. 

Thus  it  can  be  readily  seen  that  the  effects  of  small  doses  of 
nitroglycerin  are  the  direct  opposite  to  those  produced  by  large 
doses  of  alcohol ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  primary  action  of  nitro- 
jeclvcerin  antidotes  the  secondary  effects  of  alcohol  on  the  heart, 
vessels  and  cerebral  blood  supply.  Consequently,  in  treating 
these  secondary  effects  of  alcohol  by  nitroglycerin,  the  dosage  of 
the  latter  should  be  only  large  enough  to  call  forth  the  bare  pri- 
mary manifestations. 

Again,  we  notice  that  the  secondary  effects  of  digitalis  are 
symptomatically,  tht>  very  opposite  of  the  secondary  effects  ot  al- 
cohol. Consequently,  in  treating  the  secondary  stage  ot  acute 
alcoholism  by  digitalis,  lethal  doses,  teaspoonful  doses  of  the  tinc- 
ture, are  needed.  This  latter  practice,  though  sometimes  suc- 
cessful, is  neither  well  founded  nor  scientific.  Sound  practice 
always  antidotes  the  secondary  effects  of  one  poison  by  the  pri- 
mary effects  of  another;  empiricism,  however,  is  pleased  with 
anything  that  gives  even  a  shadowy  success,  no  matter  what  be 
the  risk. 

It  is  evident  from  the  foregoing,  that  patients  suffering  from 
acate  alcoholism  will  obtain  brief,  though  questionable,  relief 
from  small  doses  of  alcohol.  The  laity,  acknowledging  this  from 
experience,  have,  on  that  account,  acquired  the  idea  that  spirituous 
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liqoars  should  not  be  withheld  at  once  from  snch  patients ;  bnt 
they  should  be  allowed  to  ''taper  off''  with  small  doses.  Indeed^ 
there  are  many  within  the  profession,  too,  who  appear  to  enter- 
tain the  same  opinion ;  or  who,  to  say  the  least,  knowingly  pan- 
der to  the  preconceived  popular  opinion,  and  thus,  unwisely  be- 
come the  apostles  of  an  egregious  error  in  practice.  We  have 
often  been  called  to  alcoholic  patients  who,  aft^r  some  previous 
drunk,  have  been  treated  in  that  way;  or,  who  knew  of  some 
personal  friend  who  had  ''snakes  in  his  boots,"  and  recovered 
under  the  same  treatment,  or  rather  in  spite  of  it.  Such  patients 
will  say,  "when  I  was  on  my  last  'bang,'  Dr.  So  and-so  allowed 
me  so  much  whisky  per  day;"  or,  "the  doctor  allowed  Smith  so 
much  to  'taper  off'  with,  and  I  think,  doctor,  you  bad  better  let 
me  have  some."  This  is  not  only  annoying  to  the  physician  who 
knows  that  alcohol  should  be  withdrawn  at  once  in  every  case, 
and  conducts  himslf  accordingly;  but  it  is  also  detrimental  to 
both  physician  and  patient;  because  the  craving  appetite  of  the 
latter,  granted  by  a  former  professional  attendant,  may  lead  him 
to  undo  in  an  hour,  all  that  has  been  done  for  him  in  ten.  There 
is  no  use  in  arguing  with  such  a  patient,  he  will  only  confront 
you  with  the  known,  but  reprehensible,  practice  of  a  brother 
physician.  Authoritatively  proscribe  spirituous  liquors,  and  sup* 
ply  the  patient  at  once  with  a  stimulanf,  suitable  lo  the  stage  oi 
the  disease  and  the  indications  of  the  case. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  we  have  already  seen,  nitroglycerin  will 
readily  replace  alcohol  wherever  and  whenever  this  latter  might 
be  used  as  a  cardiac  and  cerebral  stimulant.  One  drop  of  the 
one-per-cent.  solution  is  more  than  the  equal  of  one  ounce  of 
bnindy  in  such  a  case.  A  stimulant  of  this  special  class  is  not 
needed  in  acute  alcoholism,  however,  until  the  secondar\  depres- 
sion is  well  on ;  then,  according  to  our  experience  in  a  number 
of  cases,  nitroglycerin  is  the  remedy. 

Previous  to  the  above  stage,  that  is,  in  the  state  when  the  crav- 
ing for  alcohol  is  at  its  height,  when  the  liquor  has  more  than 
half  died  out  in  the  patient,  dessert  to  tablespoonful  doses  of  a 
good  elixir  of  cry  throxylon  coca  will  be  in  order.  The  elixir 
should  contain  at  least  80  grains  of  the  dried  leaves  to  the  fluid 
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oQDce,  and  be  put  up  by  a  reliable  house.  A  hypodermic  injec- 
tion of  from  i  to  i  grain  of  cocaine  over  the  stomach,  may  do 
better  to  begin  with,  especially  if  the  stomach  be  rebellious.  Af- 
ter the  stimulant  effects  of  the  injection  have  passed  fairly  off, 
the  elixir  may  be  employed,  and  if  persisted  in,  will  prevent  the 
development  of  that  stage  which  calls  for  nitroglycerin.  Co- 
caine and  coca,  like  alcohol,  inhibit  the  heart  in  diastole. 

If  the  patient  be  seen  still  earlier,  that  is,  in  the  drunken  stage, 
full  doses  of  liq.  strychnia  (P.  B.)  hypodermically  will  sober  him. 
They  will  not  only  antidote  the  nervous  manifestations  of  alco- 
hol, but  they  will  also  tone  up  the  stomach  and  liver —  two  or- 
gans that  require  special  attention  in  such  cases.  In  fact,  if  the 
patienf  be  seen  early  in  the  case  and  hypodermics  of  strychnine  be 
persevered  in,  they  will  do  about  all  that  is  needed.  They  may 
be  assisted,  however,  as  the  case  progresses,  by  odd  doses  of  ery- 
throzylon  coca. 

There  now  remains  the  sense  of  taste  to  be  gratified — often  an 
imperious  demand — ^and  this  may  be  appeased,  when  feeding  the 
patienf,  by  giving  him  chicken-broth  made  red-hot  with  red  pep- 
per. Keep  a  supply  of  the  broth  on  hand,  and  give  it  to  him  when- 
ever he  wants  a  drink.  He  will  find  it  grateful  to  his  pahte, 
though  it  would  almost  burn  the  throat  out  of  a  sober  man. 

Is  would  appear  from  the  foregoing  that  we  had  forgotten  hyp- 
notics and  nerve  sedatives,  chloral  and  the  bromides,  but  such  is 
not  the  case.  We  pass  them  over  because  they  should  have  no 
place  in  the  treatment  of  acute  alcoholism,  are  not  needed  when 
the  case  is  properly  handled,  and,  because  chloral  hydrate  is  a 
particularly  dangerous  drug  in  such  cases. — Physicians*  and  Sur- 
geons^ Investigator. 


A  Case  op  Traumatic  Tetantts  Successfully  Tbeated 
WITH  Calabar  Bean.— Dr.  John  Dougall  thus  writes  in  the 
Glasgow  Medical  Journal^  March,  1885: 

As  traumatic  tetanus  usually  terminates  fatally,  the  following 
case  is  interesting: 

While  acting  vice  Dr.  Scott  Orr,  Jessie  L.,  aged  sixteen,  farm 
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servanty  was  admitted  to  Ward  I  on  September  5,  1884.  About 
twelve  days  previous  to  admission,  while  milking  a  cow  which 
had  sore  teats,  it  became  restive  and  tramped  on  her  right  great 
toe,  tearing  off  the  nail  and  bruising  it  severely.  After  a  few 
rude  dressings  it  healed.  About  a  week  after  the  accident  she 
felt  her  mouth  "sore  and  stiff/'  i.  €.,  lockjaw.  After  two  days 
the  stiffness  extended  to  her  neck,  and  in  about  three  days  to  her 
back,  which  became  so  rigid  and  painful  that  she  could  only  rest 
on  the  occiput  and  buttocks,  her  shoulders  not  even  touching  the 
bed.  This  condition  lasted  for  two  days,  after  which  she  was 
able  to  leave  her  bed,  although  still  a  little  stiff  and  pained.  On 
admission  to  the  Infirmary  she  complained  of  a  pain  which  darted 
at  intervals  from  the  medullary  region  to  the  sacrum  when  at- 
tempting to  turn  in  bed;  during  the  night  the  pain  gradually 
subsided  so  that  she  was  able  to  turn,  although  she  still  felt  stiff. 
Next  night  she  had  little  sleep  from  sudden  attacks  of  pain,  cans* 
ing  pleuristhotonos  and  opisthotonos.  Never  had  convulsions; 
had  not  been  exposed  to  damp  or  cold;  family  history  good. 

Physical  Examination. — Back  ton ically  arched,  muscles  rigid 
from  neck  to  sacrum ;  no  pain  on  pressure  over  cervical  and  lum- 
bar vertebffi;  sensation  normal;  plantar  and  patellar  reflexes  not 
exaggerated;  arms  and  legs  flaccid  and  painless;  no  headache; 
darting  pains  down  back;  tongue  furred;  no  difficulty  or  pain 
in  swallowing;  appetite  good;  bowels  regular;  respiration,  cir^ 
culation,  menstruation,  urination,  and  temperature  normal. 

Treatment, — September  5: 

R    Pot.  bromidi gr.  xxx. 

Fiat  pulv. 

Sig. — One  every  four  hours. 

September  6. — Pain  in  back  more  severe;  frequent  marked 
opisthotonos  on  attempting  to  turn  in  bed ;  rests  almost  constantly 
on  right  side,  with  thighs  and  knees  much  flexed. 

September  7 — 

R     Liq.  morph.  hydroch Sss. 

Sig. — Mi  10,  to  be  taken  with  the  bromide  powder. 

September  8. — No  improvement.  Bowels  constipated,  proba- 
bly from  the  morphia. 
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B    Palv.  scam,  oo gr.  yj. 

Bydrarg.  subclor gr.  iv. 

Fiat  pulv. 
Sig. — ^To  be  taken  at  once. 

Powder  acted  freely;  pain  in  back  still  severe;  opisthotonos 
frequent.    As  patient  was  not  improving  under  the  treatment  I 
resolved  to  try  calabar  bean  per  ae  as  follows : 
September  10 — 

St     £xt.  physostig.  fab gr.  (. 

Ext.  gent gr.  iij. 

Fiat  pil. 

Mitte  tales • xxiv. 

Sig. — One  every  hour. 

September  12. — Last  night  she  had  a  severe  attack  of  trismus 
and  opisthotonos,  which  lasted  about  ten  seconds,  her  body  rest- 
ing on  her  head  and  heels.  Hence  the  dose  of  calabar  bean  was 
increased: 

R    £xt.  physostig.  fab. ..•••. •••.••.. gr.  ^. 

Ext.  gent gr.  iij. 

Fiat  pil. 

Mitte  tales xxiv. 

Sig. — One  every  hour. 

September  14. — Feels  much  easier;  attacks  of  spasm  less  fre- 
quent, less  prolonged,  less  painful;  no  dysphagia.     Sleeps  well. 

September  17.     Tonic  curvature  of  spine  less  marked;  general 
condition  improving.     Dose  of  calabar  bean   further  increased^ 
thus: 
September  18 — 

&    Ext.  physostig.  fab .gr.  ^. 

Ext.  gent gr.  iij. 

Fiat  pil. 

Mitte  talas xxxvi. 

Sig. — One  every  hour. 

October  1, — ^The  improvement  noted  on  September  17  has  con- 
tinned.  Can  now  sit  and  stand,  yet  her  back  is  still  abnormally 
curved  and  rigid.  During  the  past  three  days  has  only  been 
getting  i  grain  of  the  ext.  physostig.  fab.  every  two  hours,  a^d 
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during  the  day  only,  the  medicine  having  previously  been  given 
both  night  and  day,  excepting  when  she  was  asleep. 

October  11. — Patient  still  improving;  was  up  for  a  short  time 
to-day.  Buck  still  a  little  rigid  and  arched.  No  trismus  for  at 
least  two  weeks  past.     Dose  of  medicine  further  increased  thus: 

R    £xt.  physostij^.  fab ••••• gr.  ^« 

Ext.  gent gr.  iij. 

Fiat  pil. 

Mitte  tales xxiv. 

Sig. — One  every  two  hours  during  the  day. 

October  17. — Patient  has  been  up  the  greater  part  of  the  day; 
has  no  complaint;  can  walk,  run,  stoop,  and  rise  with  perfect 
ease;  spinal  curvature  gone.  Medicine  being  gradually  with- 
drawn. 

October  20. — Dismissed,  well. 


Quinine  and  Typhoid  Feveb. — Dr.  O.  T.  Schultz  thus  con- 
cludes a  pappr  in  the  American  Practitioner  for  November: 

''The  question  to  the  solution  of  which  I  have  now  attempted 
to  contribute  my  mite,  I  take  to  be,  not  whether  quinia  properly 
administered  in  typhoid  fever  lessens  the  severity  of  this  disease, 
its  duration,  and  its  mortality,  for  this  point  I  regard  as  settled 
beyond  peradventure  or  doubt,  but  whether  this  effect  of  quinia 
is  due  merely  to  the  antipyretic  property  it  possesses  in  common 
with  cold  water,  or  whether  there  is  some  other  virtue  in  quinia 
that  causes  its  good  results  in  typhoid  fever.  And  if  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  employment  of  quinia  in  typhoid  fever 
are  not  due  to  its  antipyretic  but  to  some  other  property,  whether 
some  mode  of  administering  this  drug  should  not  be  adopted  by 
which,  while  antipyresis  is  incidentally  accomplished  and  hyper- 
pyrexia prevented,  this  other  virtue,  call  it  specific,  depurative, 
or  what  not,  may  be  brought  most  fully  to  bear  on  the  typhoid 
fever  process.  I  think  that  I  have  shown  that  if  a  dose  of  quinia, 
large  but  proportioned  to  the  age  of  the  patient,  is  exhibited  ev- 
ery other  evening,  or  if  the  disease  is  very  obstinate  every  even- 
ing, throughout  the  entire  course  of  the  pyrexia,  typhoid  fever  is 
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rediioed  to  a  very  manageable  and  little  dangeroas  affection,  and 
its  course  greatly  curtailed.  It  matters  not  whether  we  call  this 
action  of  quinia  a  speciBc  actioni  or  whether  we  concur  with  Bins, 
who  asserts  that  'Quinia  does  not  put  an  end  to  an  attack  of  fy- 
phoid  fever  as  it  does  to  one  of  intermittent  fever.  In  the  first- 
named  disease  it  has  no  specific  operation,  but  only  so  weakens 
the  patrid  ferments  that  they  run  their  course  less  destructively.' 
For,  in  reality,  we  know  as  little  of  the  action  of  quinia  in  the 
one  as  we  do  in  the  other  of  these  fevers,  and  we  simply  call  the 
action  of  quinia  in  malarial  fevers  specific  because  we  see  that 
certain  easily-recognizable  phenomena  always  follow  its  use  in 
these  fevers.  Phenomena  of  the  same  nature,  only  less  in  degree, 
also  follow  its  administration  in  typhoid  fever;  for,  according  to 
Ringer,  even  in  ague  quinia  frequently  removes  only  the  grosser 
manifestations  of  the  disease,  and  hence  is  not  by  far  the  ideal 
specific  it  is  usually  thought  to  be.  He  says  (Therapeutics,  1880, 
page  679): 

''*  Quinia  generally  arrests  the  disease  (intermittent  fever)  at 
once.  It  is  well,  however,  to  bear  in  mind  that  this  remedy  may 
dissociate  the  other  symptoms  from  the  elevation  of  the  tempera- 
ture; or,  in  other  words,  it  may  remove  the  shivering,  sweating, 
quick  pulse,  while  the  temperature  may  remain  as  great,  or  nearly 
as  great,  as  on  previous  days.  Mere  r^st  will  occasionally  effect 
the  same  dissociation.  Unless  the  unnatural  elevation  of  tem- 
perature has  been  restrained  the  paroxysms  will  speedily  return. 
This  fact  it  is  necessary  to  recollect,  otherwise  it  may  be  con- 
cluded that  with  the  removal  of  the  more  obvious  symptoms  the 
disease  itself  is  cured,  and  thus  the  patient  may  be  permitted  to 
return  to  his  usual  avocation. 

'*'A  still  more  curious  circumstance  remains — that  is,  quinia 
may  check  all  the  symptoms,  even  the  periodical  elevation  of  the 
temperature,  and  yet  about  the  same  time  of  day  that  the  series 
of  symptoms  were  wont  to  take  place,  an  increase  in  the  urea  and 
urinary  water  may  occur  as  during  a  severe  paroxysm;  that  is, 
aU  the  symptoms  of  the  paroxysm  are  absent  except  those  per* 
taining  to  the  urine.' 

"But  to  the  action  of  quinia  in  the  typhoid  fever  process  of 
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what  kind  soever,  the  experience  detailed  above  appears  to  me  to 
show  conclusively  that  quinia  possesses  a  property  which  so  sab* 
dues,  moderates,  mildens,  and  shortens  this  process  that  the  dis- 
ease runs  its  course  without  producing  its  usual  ravages  on  those 
organs  on  which  it  is  wont  to  spend  its  force,  and  that  this  pe* 
culiar  property  or  power  is  not  identical  with  that  by  which  it 
reduces  a  high  temperature  to  one  of  low  degree/' 


The  Inpluekce  op  Drugs  ok  Milk. — In  a  medico-legal 
case  MM.  Brouardel  and  Pouchet  were  asked  whether  an  infant 
of  two  months  could  have  been  poisoned  fatally  through  its 
mother's  milk,  the  mother  having  been  lor  some  time  under  treat- 
ment with  arsenic,  and  on  several  occasions  having  shown  symp- 
toms of  arsenical  poisoning. 

To  settle  the  point  M.  Brouardel  made  a  number  of  experi- 
ments by  giving  Fowler's  solution  to  nursing  women,  the  result 
of  which  showed  that  arsenic  can  readily  be  found  in  the  milk, 
even  when  taken  in  small  doses,  but  that  no  toxic  symptoms  are 
likely  to  be  produced  in  the  child  unless  the  mother  be  taking  a 
toxic  dose. 

Fehling  has  lately  experimented  upon  the  subject  of  the  elim- 
intation  of  drugs  by  the  milk,  and  found  that  salicylate  of  soda, 
iodide  of  potash  and  iodoform  can  all  be  traced  to  the  urine  of 
the  nursling,  the  latter  drug  when  taken  in  very  small  quanti- 
ties, and  even  when  applied  externally.  Hence  he  advises  against 
its  use  as  a  dressing  for  wounds  in  nursing  women.  He  has  also 
found  corrosive  sublimate  in  the  urine  of  children  whose  nurses 
had  the  drug  applied  externally,  but  the  quantity  p  ssing  to  the 
child  wan  so  small  that  he  thinks  it  unnecessary  to  use  the  same 
precautions  with  corrosive  sublimate  as  with  iodoform. 

The  narcotic  substances  are  without  effect  upon  the  nursling. 
The  largest  doses  of  opium  or  chloral  administered  to  the  nurse 
do  not  bring  about  any  especial  symptoms  in  the  child. 

Atropine  was  tried  on  animals,  and  no  dilation  of  the  pupil  or 
other  manifestations  occur  in  the  suckling,  excepting  when  the 
maximum  (herapeutic  dose  has  been  exceeded. 
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Febling  therefore  comes  to  the  condasion  that  while  but  few 
druffi  administered  to  the  mother  prove  deleterious  to  the  infant, 
a  strong  exception,  however,  should  be  made  of  those  substances 
that  are  eliminated  with  difficulty  and  accumulate  in  the  organ- 
ism. 

Nevertheless  it  is  certain  that  many  substances,  when  ingested, 
produce  decided  effects  upon  the  milk.  '^Milk  sickness,"  or  the 
^'trembles,''  occur  in  persons  using  the  milk  of  cows  which  have 
fed  on  certain  pasturage,  and  the  odor  of  copaiba  or  asparagus 
can  be  detected  in  the  child's  urine  when  these  substances  have 
been  taken  by  the  nurse;  moreover,  artichokes,  absinthe,  and 
other  substances  will  make  the  milk  bitter. — Norih-wedem  Lancet. 


Poisoning  by  Chloroform  Internally  Administered. — 
Since  chloroform  administered  internally  in  the  treatment  of 
tape- worm  has  frequently  been  referred  to  in  these  columns,  the 
following  case  of  poisoning  through  the  accidental  administra- 
tion of  an  overdose,  reported  in  the  New  York  Medical  Record 
for  October  3,  by  Dr.  J.  M.  Latta,  of  Millerton,  Kansas,  in  de- 
serving of  attention: 

The  case  was  that  of  a  boy,  six  years  of  age,  suffering  from 
tape-worm,  for  which  he  ordered  a  mixture  of  one  part  chloro- 
form io  three  parts  simple  sirup,  of  which  one  teaspoonful  was 
to  be  ^riven  every  hour  until  four  doses  had  been  taken.  By  mis- 
take the  parents  gave  the  mixture  in  tablespoonful  doses.  Twebty 
minutes  afler  he  had  taken  the  fourth  dose  of  the  mixture  the 
boy  said  the  medicine  was  ^' about  to  kill  him;''  he  reeled  like  a 
drunken  person  and  vomited  violently,  throwing  up  mucus  tinged 
with  blood.  The  child  was  rational  when  first  seen  by  Dr.  Latta, 
and  said  that  his  stomach  hurt  him,  but  in  a  few  minutes  he  be- 
came unconscious.  The  pupils  were  normal,  the  breathing  easy, 
and  the  pulse  a  little  accelerated,  but  regular,  and  rather  full 
and  bounding.  The  face  was  covered  with  an  even  red  flush,  ar- 
terial in  tint.  The  temperature  was  not  taken.  It  was  impossi- 
ble to  arouse  the  boy  by  calling  or  shaking  him.  All  the  pillows 
were  removed,  the  body  was  placed  straight  and  all  constricted 
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portions  of  clothing  loosened^  and  fresh  air  was  freely  admitted 
into  the  room.  The  pulse  and  respiration  were  carefully  watched, 
but  as  they  furnished  no  special  indicitions  for  treatment  noth- 
ing more  was  done.  The  pulse  became  gradually  less  rapid,  the 
flush  disappeared  from  the  face,  aud  in  an  hour  and  a  half  the 
boy  awoke  and  expressed  himself  as  being  all  right.  A  saline 
was  administered  a  few  hours  later  and  the  bowels  were  moved, 
but  there  was  no  appearance  of  any  tape-worm.  Therapeutic 
QateUe. 


The  Question  op  Operation  in  Carcinoma  op  the 
Breast. — It  is  the  opinion  of  most  writers  that  carcinoma  of  the 
mammary  glands  is  a  condition  that  calls  imperatively  for  opera- 
tion, not  only  to  relieve  pain  and  free  the  patient  from  a  disgust- 
ing sore  after  ulceration  has  occurred,  but  also  to  prolong  life. 
As  to  the  latter  point  however,  there  is  not  perfect  unanimity 
among  authorities — rather  less,  indeed,  than  is  generally  supposed 
by  those  who  have  not  studied  closely  the  more  recent  literature 
of  the  subject.  There  are  symptoms  of  a  threatened  reaction  in 
the  mind  of  the  profession,  and  it  is  not  beyond  the  range  of 
possibilities  that,  not  many  years  hence,  operation  in  cancer  of 
the  breast  will  be  as  exceptional  as  non-interference  is  now. 

In  the  article  on  Carcinoma  in  the  Referenee  Handbook  of  the 
Medical  Sciences,  edited  by  Dr.  Buck,  the  author.  Dr.  Satter- 
thwaite,  says  that  the  statistics  in  a  small  number  of  cases  would 
indicate  that  life  is  prolonged  by  operation  for  an  average  of  more 
than  eleven  months,  an  estimate  which  he  regards  as  a  low  one ; 
yet  he  states  that  in  his  cases  the  growth  of  the  disease  was  more 
rapid  after  removal.  Dr.  Lemaitre,  in  a  short  paper  read  before 
the  Soci6t6  de  M^decine  de  la  Haute- Vienne  {Journal  d'  Accouch^ 
merUSf  October  15,  1885),  argued  strongly  againt  the  advisability 
of  an  operation,  and  asserted  that  the  subject  of  mammary  cancer 
lived  longer  when  the  policy  of  non-interference  was  followed 
than  whon  the  tumor  was  removed.  Boyer  say^  that  the  extir- 
pation of  a  tumor  of  undoubted  cancerous  nature  should  never  be 
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andertaken.  Morrison  believes  that  the  sufgeon  should  consent 
to  operate  only  opon  the  urgent  solicitation  of  the  patient,  and 
after  she  has  been  told  of  the  recurrence  of  the  disease.  Velpeau, 
who  regards  cancers  as  primarily  a  local  affection,  says  that  an 
operation  is  justifiable  only  at  the  very  incipienoy  of  the  trouble. 
And  finally  Vemeuil  has  expressed  8ome  doubts  as  to  the  advisa- 
bility of  amputation  of  the  breast^  having  observed  after  opera- 
tion many  cases  of  pleurisy  which  he  regarded  as  cancerous  in 
their. nature.  Lemaitre's  plea  id  that  as  long  as  the  cancerous 
disease  is  allowed  to  conceuwrate  itself  in  the  breast  the  internal 
organs  are  comparatively  safe,  but  that  removal  of  the  mammary 
glands  invites  a  metastasis  to  other  more  vital  organs. 

The  question  is  one  which  has  not  resolved  itself  into  an  axiom, 
and  the  indications  are  that  it  is  destined  to  be  the  subject  of  still 
further  discussion  before  it  can  be  regarded  as  settled. — Medical 
Record, 


The  Action  op  Mercury  upon  the  Blood. — Dr.  L.  Gal- 
lard,  in  an  experimental  study  to  determine  the  action  of  mercury 
upon  the  bloody  concludes : 

1 .  That  the  number  of  the  red  corpuscles  may  diminish  slightly 
at  the  beginning  of  the  administration  without  regaining  their 
original  proportion^  but  more  frequently  it  increases  progressively, 
until  about  the  fourteenth  day  of  treatment,  to  undergo  at  this 
time  a  slight  diminution. 

2.  The  hsemoglobin  always  increases  progressively  until  about 
the  twenty-fourth  day  of  treatment,  and  having  attained  at  this 
time  its  greatest  abundance  descenda  to  its  original  proportions, 
and  if  the  treatment  is  continued  sinks  below  it. 

3.  The  abundance  of  h»moglobin  increases  in  a  proportion  be- 
yond that  of  the  red  corpuscles,  and  may  even  increase  when  these 
diminish,  whereby  mercury  may  be  compared  to  those  metals 
which  induce  the  production  of  hsemoglobin. 

4.  The  weight  of  the  body  increases  almost  constantly,  though 
it  is  impossible  to  determine  the  exact  relation  which  exists  be* 
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tween  such  increase  and  the  condition  of  the  blood. — Archives 
OhUraUa  de  Mideeine,  November,  1886. 


Prubitus  of  Women.  —  Local  Treatment — All  acquainted 
with  the  incessant  suffering  which  some  women  undergo  from 
pruritus  at  the  period  of  the  menopause,  must  be  very  desirous  of 
being  made  acquainted  with  a  prompt  remedy  for  so  distressing 
an  affection.  Whether  it  arise  from  the  presence  of  prnrigo, 
urticaria,  eczemai  herpes ;  or  whether  it  exists  without  any  erup- 
tion at  all,  it  is  alike  difficult  to  allay,  as  the  great  number  of 
remedies  which  have  been  proposed  testifien.  Of  these  varatria 
is  by  far  the  moot  efficacious.  When  the  pruritus  is  localised  at 
groins,  arm-pits,  walls  of  the  abdomen,  or  behind  the  ears,  gentle 
friction  night  and  morning  with  an  ointment,  consisting  of  thirty 
parts  of  lard  and  a  quarter  of  a  part  of  veratria,  usually  gives 
relief.  When  the  pruritus  is  generalised,  the  internal  adminis- 
tration of  the  vetraria  is  preferable.  Two  centigrammes  should 
be  made  into  ten  pills  with  liquorice  powder,  of  which  from  two 
to  six  should  be  taken  daily,  either  half  an  hour  before,  or  three 
hours  after  meals.  Only  one  should  be  taken  at  a  time,  an  addi- 
tional one  being  given  each  successive  day  until  the  maximum  of 
six  (three  milligrammes)  is  attained. — Dr.  CfUvon,  in  Le  Progrka 
M  dioaL — Med.  Times, 


Atbopia  in  Acute  Coryza. — In  all  recent  works  on  nasal 
diseases  no  mention  is  made  of  atropia  as  a  remedy  in  acute 
coryza.  The  use  of  the  drug  in  this  disease  is  by  no  means  a  new 
one,  and  I  make  no  claim  to  advancing  a  new  idea.  My  object 
is  simply  to  urge  upon  the  profession  a  large  use  of  the  remedy, 
and  note  the  results. 

The  first  case  in  which  I  used  atropia  for  acute  coryza,  was 
that  of  a  man  in  middle  life,  who  had  ^'  caught ''  a  severe  '^  cold 
in  the  head  "  several  days  previously.  When  he  came  for  advice 
the  disease    had  reached   an  extreme  stage.     There  was  severe 
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front<«l  headache^  a  hot,  burning  sensation  in  the  nose,  forehead, 
and  cheeks,  there  was  some  conjunct!  vties,  and  very  profuse  muco- 
purulent discharge,  which  was  extremely  iritating.  The  skin 
about  the  nose  was  irritated  and  inflamed,  and  the  general  condi- 
tion was  one  of  great  misery.  Atropia  was  given  with  the  idea 
of  decreasing  the  amount  of  the  discharge.  The  dose  was  1.120th 
of  a  grain,  repeated  after  four  hours.  It  had  a  most  marked 
effect,  and  the  next  day  the  patient  was  quite  free  from  the  head- 
ache, heat,  and  swelling,  and  from  discharge. 

Since  then  the  remedy  has  been  tried  in  a  large  number  of 
cases,  in  all  stages  of  the  disease,  and  at  all  ages,  with  uniform 
success.  It  is  now  my  established  practice,  and  is  preferable  to 
cocaine  in  this^  that  no  local  application  is  needed  to  the  nose, 
thus  saving  a  very  painful  manipulation. 

The  only  objection  that  has  been  made  to  the  treatment,  is 
where  the  eyesight  is  troubled.  But  the  dose  needed  to  cure  the 
coryza  is  not  Hu£Bcient  to  produce  much  disturbance  of  vision. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  influence  the  secretion,  and  an  extreme 
degi  oe  of  dryness  of  the  throat  and  nasal  passages  is  of  no  advan- 
tage.— J2.  Chrayj  M.D,y  of  Jacksonville^  Fla.,  in  Medical  Nev)e. 


The  Metbic  System. — Whatever  may  be  the  absolute  merits 
of  the  metric  system,  as  applied  to  physicians'  prescriptions,  in 
communities  where  it  has  been  a  part  of  every  man's  education, 
from  childhood  up,  it  is  evident,  as  we  have  several  times  in- 
sisted on,  that  the  attempt  to  transplant  it  to  America  is  beset 
with  some  practical  difficulties  that  are  likely  for  many  years  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  its  adoption.  Not  the  least  of  these  difficul- 
ties lies  in  the  fact  that  the  use  of  the  system  adds  an  element  of 
perplexity  to  acts  which  in  themselves  are  always  more  or  less 
fraught  with  danger — the  writing  and  the  compounding  of  pre- 
scriptions. This  objection  has  lately  had  an  illustration  that  well 
nigh  proved  tragical,  a  Jersey  City  apothecary  having  put  up  a 
certain  number  of  grammes  of  a  violent  poison,  instead  of  the 
same  number  of  centigrammes,  and  having  expressed  the  opinion 
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that  his  error  was  in  part  doe  to  the  confusing  effect  of  the  metric 
system. — N.  Y.  Medical  JoumaL 


Surgical  Mfteobology.— According  to  Dr.  B.  W*  Richard- 
son (" Asclepiad  'Oi  the  time  is  favorable  for  operation  :  a.  When 
the  barometer  is  steadily  rising.  6.  When  the  barometer  i^ 
steadily  high.  c.  When  the  wet-bulb  thermometer  phows  a 
reading  of  five  degrees  lower  than  the  dry-bulb.  d.  When,  with 
a  high  barometer  and  a  difference  of  five  degrees  in  the  two 
thermometers,  there  is  a  mean  temperature  at  or  above  55^  F. 
The  time  is  unfavorable  for  operation :  a.  When  the  barometer 
is  steadily  falling.  6.  When  the  barometer  is  steadily  low.  o. 
When  the  wet-bulb  thermometer  approaches  the  dry-bulb  within 
two  or  three  degrees,  d.  When,  with  a  low  barometrical  pres- 
sure and  approach  to  unity  of  reading  of  the  two  thermometers, 
there  is  a  mean  temperature  above  45*^  and  under  55°  F. — N.  Y. 
Medical  JoumaL 

Bismuth  in  the  Treatment  of  Sweating  Feet. — The 
"Union  mfidicale"  cites  Vieusse's  recommendation  of  daily  fric- 
tions with  subnitrate  of  bismuth  as  a  remedy  for  foetid  perspira- 
tion of  the  feet.  The  spaces  between  the  toes  should  not  be  for- 
gotten. The  treatment  is  to  be  continued  for  about  a  fortnight. 
After  the  second  or  third  friction,  the  sweating  becomes  less 
abundant,  and  the  soreness  rapidly  subsides.  The  epidermis 
soon  loses  its  white  tint,  and  adheres  more  firmly  to  the  subja- 
cent derma,  the  excessive  action  of  the  sudoriparous  and  sebace- 
ous glands  diminishes,  the  perspiration  becomes  less  irritating, 
and  about  the  sixth  day  the  skin  lesumes  its  natural  look. — JN. 
Y.  Med.  JoumaL 


A  little  fellow,  looking  rather  squeamish,  went  into  a  drng- 
(list's  shop,  and  with  a  very  doleful  look  asked  for  a  pennyworth 
of  salts.  During  the  operation  of  weighing  the  article  he  said  to 
the  chemist,  "  Don't  give  us  full  weight,  for  it's  me  that  has  to 
take  them ! " 
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THE     AMERICAN     PUBLIC     HEALTH     ASSOCIATION- 
THIRTEENTH   ANNUAL    MEETING. 


Morning  Session — First  Day, 

The  medical  wisdom  of  many  of  our  most  important  cities  was  rep- 
resented on  Monday,  'December  9,  1885,  at  Willard's  Hdll,  in 
Washington,  where  this  important  and  eminent  Association  convened 
in  its  thirteenth  annual  session.  The  delegates  came  from  nearly  every 
State  in  the  Union  and  the  dominion  of  Canada.  It  was  called  to  or- 
der at  ID  A.M.  by  the  President,  Dr.  J.  C.  Reeves,  of  Wheeling, 
West  Virginia,  and  after  the  general  routine  business  was  disposed  of, 
the  reading  of  papers  commenced. 

The  first  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  E.  M.  Hunt,  of  Trenton,  N.  J.,  in 
which  he  discussed  the  various  terms  now  used  in  sanitary,  statistical 
and  parasitical  nomenclature. 

Dr.  John  S.  Billings,  U.  S.  A.,  followed  in  an  able  and  lengthy 
paper  on  * 'Forms  of  Tables  for  Vital  Statistics."  After  discussing  dif- 
ferent forms  now  in  use,  he  proceeded  to  explain  what  ought  to  be 
included  in  or  rejected  from  such  tables. 

In  conclusion,  attention  was  called  to  the  importance  of  using 
graphic  representations  of  the  results  of  studies  of  vital  statistics,  to  be 
given  in  the  form  of  diagrams  and  shaded  maps,  which,  although 
rather  expensive,  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  and  cheaper  in  the 
end. 

An  interesting  paper  followed  upon  "The  Relations  of  Rain-fall  and 
Water  Supply  to  Cholera,"  by  Dr.  Henry  B.  Baker,  of  Lansing,  Mich., 
which  showed  that  where  the  water  supply  was  good  and  the  rain-fall 
abundant  cholera  was  greatly  decreased. 

**The  Virus  of  Hog  Cholera"  was  the  subject  of  a  paper  read  by 
Dr.  D.  E.  Salmon,  D.  V.  S.     He  estimated  the  ravages  of  hog  cholera 
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during  the  present  year  as  costing  the  snug  little  sum  of  $30,000,000, 
in  addition  to  its  very  material  influence  upon  human  health,  due  to 
contamination  of  drinking  water,  soil  pollution,  and  the  lard  product 
from  them.  He  advocated  cremation  as  a  means  of  prophylaxis.  His 
paper  was  ably  discussed  by  Hon.  Erastus  Brooks,  of  New  York. 

Dr.  Reed,  of  New  York,  offered  a  resolution  recommending  legis- 
lation— national,  State  and  municipal — to  protect  the  people  from  the 
sale  of  diseased  meat,  which  was  appropriately  referred. 

Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  the  Treasurer,  reported  that  the  receipts 
for  the  year  amounted  to  $3,338.13  and  the  disbursements  $2,233.10, 
leaving  a  cash  balance  on  hand  of  $1,103.03. 

The  committee  which  was  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  examine  the  subject  of  disinfectants,  antiseptics  and  germicides, 
in  their  relation  to  preventive  medicine  and  sanitation,  made  a  printed 
report  through  its  Secretary,  Mr.  George  Rohe,  of  Baltimore,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee.  ' 

Quite  a  number  of  prominent  and  talented  gentlemen  were  then 
elected  to  active  and  associate  membership. 

The  Committee  on  Necrology  reported  that  the  following  members 
had  died  since  the  last  meeting  in  1884  at  St  Louis:  Dr.  J.  E.  Thomas, 
Savannah,  Ga. ;  Dr.  F.  W.  Hatch,  Sacramento,  Cal. ;  and  Prof.  P. 
V.  Schenck,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Dr.  Charles  Smart,  U.  S.  A.,  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Incorporation,  and  the  constitution,  which  is  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  was  amended  so  that  the  Incorpora- 
tion Committee  was  made  a  standing  committee.  The  Association 
then  adjourned  until  7:30  p.m. 

The  Night  Session. 

The  evening's  session  was  open  to  the  public,  and  a  large  number 
of  resident  doctors  brought  their  ladies  with  them.  On  the  platform 
were  Commissioners  Edmonds  and  Webb,  Representative  R.  W. 
Townshend,  Dr.  Smith  Townshend,  Dr.  Sunderland,  and  twelve  ex- 
Presidents  of  the  Association.  The  session  was  commenced  by  the 
introduction  of  Dr.  Toner  to  the  audience  to  deliver  the  speech  of 
welcome  to  the  members  of  the  society.  He  prefaced  his  remarks  by 
stating  that  he  had  hoped  that  President  Cleveland  would  have  been 
present  at  this  meeting,  but  he  had  received  an  autograph  letter  from 
him,  which  he  would  ask  the  Secretary  to  read, 
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The  President,  after  expressing  his  regrets  at  his  inability  to  be  pres- 
ent, gave  his  fullest  endorsement  of  the  objects  and  purposes  as  well  as 
the  work  of  the  Association,  and  concluded  as  follows : 

**The  difference  in  the  death  rate  of  cities  and  localities  unexplained 
by  natural  and  inherent  causes  is  of  itself  enough  to  give  great  promi- 
nence to  the  work  of  the  Association,  and  if  this  beneficent  organiza- 
tion shall  succeed,  as  it  ought,  in  impressing  upon  municipalities  the 
duty  of  sensible  and  thorough  sewerage,  a  plentiful  and  pure  supply  of 
water  and  general  cleanliness,  together  with  a  proper  construction  of 
school-buildings  for  the  children  of  their  citizens,  it  may  well  point 
with  pride  to  its  achievements. 

"With  the  hope  that  the  Assocation  may  be  the  means  of  constantly 
increasing  benefit  to  the  .country,  and  with  expressions  of  heartiest 
sympathy  with  its  work,  I  am,  yours  sincerely, 

"Grover  Cleveland." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reading,  President  Cleveland  was  immedi- 
ately elected  an  honorary  member  of  the  Association  by  acclamation, 
he  being  the  first  gentleman  to  whom  this  honor  had  been  given. 

Dr.  Toner  then  proceeded  with  his  speech,  which  was  an  eloquent 
tribute  to  the  value  of  the  work  being  done  by  the  Public  Health  Asso- 
ciation. Its  mission  is  eminently  humane  and  world-wide  in  its  sphere. 
He  hoped  that  the  members  of  the  Association  during  their  stay  in 
Washington  would  make  themselves  just  as  much  at  home  as  though 
they  were  mingling  with  the  members  of  their  own  families. 

Commissioner  Edmonds  then  bid  the  Association  welcome  in  the 
name  of  the  citizens  of  the  District  as  well  as  of  its  government. 

In  the  absence  of  Hon.  Isham  G.  Harris,  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
who  was  unavoidably  detained  by  important  committee  work.  Repre- 
sentative Townshend  was  called  upon,  who  endorsed  the  remarks  of 
Judge  Edmonds. 

The  President  of  the  Association,  Dr.  James  E.  Reeves,  then  deliv. 
ered  his  annual  address.  We  regret  we  cannot  give  space  to  it  entire, 
but  cannot  avoid  laying  before  our  readers  the  following  extract,  as 
containing  views  which  we  had  the  honor  to  advocate  before  the 
American  Medical  Association  at  its  meeting  in  Washington  in  1884: 

**In  these  days  of  political  struggle  and  divers  interests,  in  this  coun- 
try we  hear  much  of  the  various  means  for  the  advancement  and  pro- 
tection of  the  agricultural-,  the  manufacturing,  the  mercantile,  and 
many  others  of  less  extent  and  importance,  including  so  called  visUd 
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rights.  Each  of  these  interests  is  made  the  theme  for  animated  dis- 
cussion and  sharp  contest  by  opposing  parties  at  the  hustings,  and 
thence  become  irrepressible  questions  for  deliberation  and  decision  by 
legislative  assembles,  both  State  and  national ;  and  correctly  so,  for 
where  the  interests  of  the  people  are  largely  involved  it  is  manifestly 
the  duty  of  government  to  foster  and  protect  them ;  and  where  they 
are  opposed  to  each  other,  so  to  regulate  them  on  principles  of  justice 

as  shall  conduce  to  the  general  welfare  and  happiness. 

******** 

"From  the  Agricultural  Department,  the  Commissioner  may  send  our 
distinguished  Fellow,  Dr.  Salmon,  into  any  part  of  the  United  States 
to  investigate  an  outbreak  of  disease  among  cattle,  horses,  sheep  and 
swine,  chickens,  geese  and  ducks — if  there  should  be  no  demurrer  of 
States  Rights  ?  And  he  may  order  an  inquiry  to  be  made  concerning 
the  blighi  of  the  crops — the  potato-rot^  for  example — and  the  best 
method  of  housing,  making  healthy  and  productive  swarms  of  honey- 
bees; but  what  special,  well-organized  national  department  have  we 
which  is  charged  with  the  humane  duty  of  investigating  the  causes  of 
diseases  among  men,  women  and  children  ? 

**The  National  Government  has  been  thoughtful  and  liberal  in  estab- 
lishing a  Department  of  Education,  and  the  Commissioner,  General 
Eaton,  has  so  wisely  and  admirably  directed  the  interests  committed 
to  his  care  that,  hand  in  hand  with  State  Superintendents  of  the  public 
school  system,  under  his  leadership  the  whole  nation  has  been  thor- 
oughly awakened  to  the  importance  of  the  mental  culture  of  the  citi- 
zen ;  but,  unfortunately,  at  the  same  time,  greatly  to  the  neglect  of  his 
physical  culture,  without  attention  to  which  there  can  be  neither  lon- 
gevity and  improvement  of  race,  nor  stability  of  government.  In 
other  words,  the  intellectual  life^  not  the  absolute  life^  is  the  subject  of 
national  concern. 

"There  have  also  been  provided  a  Department  of  Justice,  a  Civil 
Service,  and  a  Secret  Service,  also  many  other  agencies  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  law  and  order  in  society.  Even  the  fisheries,  the  fish-hatch- 
eries, and  the  young  seals  of  Alaska  must  needs  have  their  agents,  and 
are  thus  vouchsafed  national  protection ;  but  the  defenceless  innocents, 
intended  by  nature  to  be  the  citizens  of  the  next  generation,  may  be 
killed  by  hundreds  of  thousands  annually  from  preventable  diseases — 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  etc. — and  the  slaughter  is  wickedly 
charged  to  the  will  of  Divine  Providence ! 
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"The  passage  from  infancy  to  childhood,  and  from  childhood  to  ado. 
lescence,  is  a  thousand  times  more  dangerous  than  the  approach  to  our 
harbors;  but  no  central  effort  is  made  to  save  the  children  from  death 
before  they  reach  their  fifth  anniversary  in  the  voyage  of  life.  During 
the  present  year  an  appropriation  of  over  two  millions  of  dollars  ($2,- 
368,102)  was  made  for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  light- 
houses, fog-signals,  and  other  like  means  to  warn  and  guide  the  ma- 
riner; and  should  shipwreck,  nevertheless,  overtake  him,  nearly  another 
million  ($926,900)  has  been  furnished  to  aid  in  his  escape  from  immi- 
nent peril  by  keeping  up  the  service  of  the  Life-Saving  Stations. 

"In  the  same  spirit,  the  Signal  Corps  was  supplied  with  $862,580  for 
its  support.  It  is  a  valuable  service,  and  well  repays  to  the  country 
the  money  expended  upon  it.  So  long,  however,  as  the  object  of  this 
weather  bureau  embodied  merely  an  effort  to  protect  the  citizen  from 
disease,  no  money  was  voted  to  prosecute  the  needful  inquiries ;  but  as 
soon  as  it  was  suggested  that  warnings  might  be  given  of  approaching 
storms,  and  property^  both  on  land  and  sea,  be  thereby  protected, 
money  was  appropriated  by  millions  to  aid  and,  as  far  as  possible,  per- 
fect that  service. 

**To  the  same  object  may  be  ascribed  the  munificence  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  giving  millions  of  money  to  the  Coast  and  Geodetic  Surveys, 
and  for  the  work  of  the  engineers  in  enlarging  the  channels  to  our 
harbors  and  improving  our  interior  water-ways.  And  thus  it  seems  it 
is  less  the  life  than  the  property  of  the  citizen  that  is  the  object  of  care, 
for  we  have  seen  where  property  is  concerned  the  National  Legisla- 
ture is  always  appreciative  and  liberal.  It  is  only  when  we  come  to 
ask  for  help  to  combat  the  preventable  diseases  constantly  present 
among  the  people,  and  save  thousands  of  valuable  lives,  that  the  minds 
of  the  national  guardians  become  unappreciative  and  inattentive. 

"The  liberality  in  aid  of  arctic  relief  expeditions,  and  for  observa- 
tions on  the  transit  of  Venus,  is  in  striking  contrast  with  the  legislation 
on  the  subject  of  the  public  health.  In  the  budget  of  appropriations 
for  the  present  year  $146,500  is  given  to  the  National  Museum; 
$24,500  for  the  Howard  University;  $49,900  for  the  Freedman's 
Hospital  and  Asylum;  $242,158  for  the  Hospital  of  the  Insane;  $72,- 
000  for  the  Columbia  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  as  final 
aid  to  the  World's  Industrial  and  Cotton  Exposition,  $335,000;  but 
how  much  for  the  protection  of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people  ?  It 
is  true,  temporary  provision  has  been  made  to  protect  the  country  at 
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large  against  the  exotics,  cholera  and  yellow  fever ;  but  it  is  the  ene- 
mies we  have  always  with  us — scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  diphtheria, 
and  other  well-known  diseases — that  produce  the  greatest  destruction 
of  human  life  and  swell  the  total  of  the  general  distress  in  all  parts  of 
the  country,  and  to  combat  which  no  national  provision  has  been 
made. 

"Besides  all  this  surveilance  of  various  interests,  and  the  supply  of 
millions  of  money  to  support  them,  how  many  square  mile^  of  the 
national  domain  have  been  given  away  in  railroad  subsidies  under  the 
plea,  no  doubt,  that  *the  end  justifies  the  means?'  Yet  these  acts  of 
a  liberal  and  progressive  government  constitute,  probably,  not  the  one- 
hundredth  part  of  the  sum  total  of  appropriations  of  money  for  pur- 
poses of  far  less  importance  than  the  interests  of  the  public  health. 

**It  may  be  said  that  protection  from  the  common  diseases  of  the 
country  is  a  matter  that  belongs  to  the  State,  the  municipality ;  but  it 
belongs  to  the  National  Government  as  well;  at  least,  with  equal  reason 
for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  central  Bureau  of  Educa- 
tion and  a  Department  of  Justice,  that  much  more  can  be  effected  by 
national  work  and  cooperation  than  by  a  series  of  independent  and 
incoordinated  local  efforts. 

**But  I  pray  you  not  to  believe  that  I  think  the  Departments  of  Agri- 
culture, Education,  and  Justice  have  received  undue  support  and  en- 
couragement. Very  far  from  such  an  opinion ;  so  far,  indeed,  that  I 
should  be  glad  to  see  increased  facilities  given  to  the  Agricultural  De- 
partment for  the  study  of  the  diseases  of  our  domesticated  and  food- 
producing  animals;  also  greater  latitude  of  authority  and  more  money 
given  to  the  Department  of  Education.  My  object  in  directing  your 
attention  to  them  is  simply  to  show  that  the  interests  of  the  public 
health  have  not  received  a  corresponding  and  sufficient  share  of  na- 
tional aid  and  encouragement. 

**The  National  Board  of  Health,  which  a  few  years  ago  was  a  live 
power  and  a  strong  arm  in  protecting  the  public  health,  has  been  so 
completely  handicapped  and  crippled  by  inadequate  appropriations  of 
money  for  its  support  that  it  has  lately  been  incapable  of  performing 
the  important  service  for  which  it  was  created,  and  for  that  reason 
has  now  but  a  nominal  existence. 

**The  Marine  Hospital  Service  has  been  greatly  favored ;  and  having 
been  thus  encouraged,  its  authority  has  been  industriously  directed  by 
the  Supervising  Surgeon,  Dr.  Hamilton.     Indeed,  he  has  done  his 
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work  so  well  that  there  is  danger,  I  think,  of  overloading  him  with 
extra-official  duties  and  responsibilities,  such  as  the  control  of  Coast 
Quarantine  and  Sanitary  Inspections,  with  their  complex  entangle- 
ments. National  and  inter- State — duties  which  were  not  embraced,  or  so 
delegated,  "in  the  bond"  establishing  that  service.  But  however  ac- 
tive and  efficient  this  valuable  service  may  have  become  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  its  able  director.  Dr.  Hamilton,  it  is  not  proportioned 
to  meet  the  need  of  a  permanent  and  well-supported  National  Health 
Bureau,  which  humanity,  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  progress  of 
sanitary  science  in  this  country  demand  shall  be  established,  either  as 
an  independent  branch  of  the  public  service  or  in  connection  with  the 
Departments  of  Agriculture  and  Education.  Without  such  national 
recognition  and  liberal  support,  it  is  impossible  to  bring  sanitation  in 
this  country  up  to  the  level  of  its  rapid  advancement  in  Europe;  and 
surely  this  great  government  of  ours  ought  not  be  behind  the  sister 
governments  in  such  good  work." 
The  Association  then  adjourned  until  9:30  a.m.  next  day. 

Wednesday  Morning — Second  Day's  Session, 
Just  before  the  morning  session  began,  the  members  of  the  Public 
Health  Association  were  photographed  in  front  of  Willard's  Hall. 
After  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  the  usual  routine  business  was 
disposed  of,  and  the  reading  of  papers  commenced.  The  first  paper 
read  was  entitled  *  *  Small-pox  in  Canada,  and  the  Methods  of  Dealing 
with  it  in  the  Different  Provinces,"  by  Dr.  P.  H.  Bryce,  Secretary  of 
the  Provincial  Board  of  Health,  Toronto,  Ontario.  After  stating  that 
he  felt  like  a  lawyer  before  a  criminal  court  pleading  for  a  criminal 
who  has  boldly  declared  himself  **  not  guilty"  of  an  epidemic  of  small- 
pox, the  speaker  proceeded  to  relate  the  circumstances  of  the  outbreak 
of  the  present  year,  stating  that  it  was  not  until  a  prominent  politician 
had  died  from  that  disease  that  the  entire  outside  world,  and  Montreal 
herself,  awoke  to  the  situation.  The  number  of  deaths  was  about 
3,100,  or  about  one  to  every  infected  house.  Unfortunately,  the  epi- 
demic was  not  confined  to  Montreal  alone. 

This  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  A.  N.  Bell,  of  New  York;  O'Con- 
nor, of  Massachusetts;  B.  James,  of  Pennsylvania;  Jas.  A.  Stuart. 
Newell,  Jenner,  Conn,  H.  T.  Armstrong  and  others,  all  of  them 
advocating  vaccination  and  re- vaccination 

A  valuable  paper  on  **  Impure  Air  and  Unhealthy  Occupations  as 
Predisposing  Causes  of  Pulmonary  Consumption "  was  then  read  hy 
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Dr.  C.  W.  Chancellor,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  of  Maryland- 
It  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Bell,  of  New  York,  and  Dr.  B.  James,  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  it  had  not  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  adopt  the  resolution  offered  on  the  day  previous  by  Dr.  Reed 
in  the  matter  of  securing  legislation  for  the  prevention  of  the  sale  of 
diseased  meat. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  the  Cosmos  Club  of  the  city  had  ex- 
tended a  cordial  invitation  for  the  members  of  the  Association  to  call 
upon  them  at  any  time  during  their  stay  in  Washington. 

Additional  active  and  associate  members  were  elected,  and  the  Asso- 
ciation adjourned  until  3  p.m. 

Afternoon  Ssssion. 

In  the  afternoon  there  was  an  extra  session  for  the  reading  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  State  Boards  of  Health,  by  Dr.  Granville 
P.  Conn,  of  Concord,  N.  H.  The  report  stated  that  Maine,  Kansas 
and  Pennsylvania  had  completed  the  organization  of  their  State  Boards 
of  Health  since  the  last  meeting.  All  the  other  previously  existing 
Boards  were  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  Conference  of  Boards, 
through  a  committee  appointed  the  day  previous,  had  adopted  the  fol- 
lowing propositions : 

**  I.  That  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  Conference  of  Delegates  from  State 
Boards  of  Health  at  least  once  a  year  for  the  purpose  of  consultation, 
and  to  promote  unity  of  action  on  matters  essential  to  public  health, 
the  prevention  of  epidemics,  and  the  most  efficient  means  of  instructing 
the  people  in  sanitation. 

**  2.  Suggesting  that  the  meeting  be  held  at  the  time  and  place  of  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  A.  P.  H.  A. 

**3.  Any  conclusions  of  this  Conference  that  are  of  interest  to  the 
public  shall  be  reported  by  the  Secretary  to  the  American  Public  Health 
Association  through  the  standing  committee  on  State  Boards  of  Health." 

The  Association  then  adjourned  until  7:30  p.m. 

The  Evening  Session, 

The  evening  session  was  opened  by  the  President,  Dr.  James  E. 
Reeves,  shortly  alter  8  o'clock,  and  Dr.  E.  M.  Hartwell,  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  was  invited  to  read  his  paper  upon  the 
**  German  System  of  Physical  Education."  The  audience,  composed 
of  scientific  and  medical  men,  with  a  f^ir  sprinkling  of  ladies,  corn- 
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fortably  filled  the  hall,  and  listened  with  unflagging  attention  to  the 
very  interesting  proceedings  of  the  meeting. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Hartwell's  paper,  Gov.  Gray,  of  Indiana, 
was  introduced  and  made  a  brief  address. 

Dr.  O.  W.  Wight,  Health  Officer  of  Detroit,  Mich.,  then  read  a 
paper  on  *.*  Experiences  in  Disinfecting  Sewers."  He  gave  an  amus- 
ing account  of  his  crusade  against  the  sewer  gases  in  his  city.  He 
used  300  pounds  of  copperas  and  three  tons  of  burning  brimstone  with 
the  good  result  of  a  marked  decrease  in  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever. 
*•  However,"  concluded  Dr.  Wight,  **the  use  of  disinfectants  affords 
only  a  temporary  safeguard,  and  in  case  of  a  threatened  epidemic  could 
never  be  safely  considered  an  offset  to  the  fearful  danger  arising  from 
defective  sewerage." 

Dr.  J.  H.  Raymond,  of  Brooklyn,  commented  favorably  on  Dr. 
Wight's  essay,  citing  some  experiments  of  his  own  in  which  chloride  of 
lime  had  been  found  a  successful  disinfectant. 

A  good-natured  discussion  here  arose  in  regard  to  the  distinction  of 
the  fungi  in  sewers.  Dr.  Wight  was  asked  if  many  of  these  fungi  were 
not  powerful  scavengers,  and  if  it  were  altogether  desirable  to  destroy 
them. 

Dr.  Wight  said  in  reply:  **  I  have  no  doubt  that  among  the  millions 
of  microscopical  fungi  there  are  many  innocent  germs  among  those 
which  are  poisonous,  but  I  believe  when  necessary  to  destroy  cholera 
germs,  or  scarlet  fever  germs,  we  should  not  be  too  particular  about 
slaughtering  the  innocents." 

Dr.  Benjamin  Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  then  read  an  interesting  and 
exhaustive  essay  on  the  **  Debit  and  Credit  Account  of  the  Plymouth 
Epidemic." 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  until  9:30  a.m.  next  day. 

Thursday  Morning — Third  Da^s  Session, 
The  first  announcement  at  the  morning's  session  of  the  American 
Public  Health  Association  Thursday  was  from  Dr.  Townsend.  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Arrangements,  who  informed  the  members 
that  an  oyster  roast  would  be  held  for  their  edification  at  2  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  at  the  Eleventh  street  wharf.  Routine  business  next  claimed 
the  attention  of  the  meeting,  after  which  Dr.  John  H.  Rauch,  Secre- 
tary of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Illinois,  read  a  paper  on  **  Mari- 
time Quarantine  from  the  Mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  Rio 
Grande."     It  was  a  very  valuable  paper,  describing  in  detail  the  means 
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taken  at  every  seaport  along  the  coast  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the 
Gulf  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  disease  into  the  country. 

Dr.  Joseph  Holt,  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Louisi- 
ana, next  spoke  upon  the  Sanitary  Protection  of  New  Orleans,  muni- 
cipal and  maratime.  His  -  paper  was  an  eloquent  one,  describing  the 
means  which  had  not  yet  been  taken  by  New  Orleans  for  the  sanitation 
of  the  city,  but  toward  which  he  said  the  people  were  being  educated 
by  the  Health  Board  and  by  the  intelligent  public  press. 

He  spoke  s^t  length  in  regard  to  the  success  of  inoculation  for  yellow 
fever,  earnestly  advocating  it  as  a  most  important  means  of  prophylaxis. 
He  offered  a  series  of  resolutions  to  the  effect  that  the  Association 
would  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  commission  of  three  members, 
one  recognized  for  his  ability  in  biological  research,  and  two  eminent 
for  their  attainments  in  practical  medicine,  who  should  at  once  proceed 
to  Rio  Janerio  and  investigate  this  subject.  The  resolutions  ask  for  an 
appropriation  of  $30,000  from  the  General  Government,  and  fixes  the 
sum  of  $5,000  each  as  a  recompense  to  each  member  of  the  commis- 
sion. 

The  concluding  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  S.  T.  Armstrong,  of  the 
United  States  Marine  Hospital  Service,  on  **  Maririme  Sanitation,"  in 
which  the  subject  was  considered  from  the  stand-point  of  the  sailor,  the 
passenger,  the  cargo,  the  vessel,  and  the  port. 

Additional  active  and  associate  members  were  elected. 

The  Executive  Committee  presented  a  new  draft  of  the  resolution 
offered  by  Mr.  Lamb  at  the  session  of  the  day  previous,  and  it  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 

**That  the  American  Public  Health  Association  respectfully  recom- 
mends to  the  Commissioner  of  Statistics  and  Labor  the  appointment  of 
one  or  more  commissioners  or  experts,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit 
the  principal  factories  and  workshops  in  this  country,  to  examine  them 
carefully  with  reference  to  the  provisions  made  in  them  to  insure  the 
safety  and  health  of  the  employes,  and  to  report  on  the  same  with  rec- 
ommendations." 

The  Philadelphia  Board  of  Health  asked  the  Association  to  pass 
resolutions  that  rags  should  not  be  admitted  to  this  country  until  dis- 
infected. 

An  Auditing  Committee  was  appointed  by  the  President,  consisting 
of  Drs.  C.  W.  Wight,  of  Detroit;  S.  W.  Bailey,  of  Louisville;  and  T. 
F.  Wood,  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
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Dr.  Raymond,  of  Brooklyn,  here  offered  a  resolution  that  the  sub- 
ject of  the  practicability  of  the  disinfection  of  sewers  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Disinfection,  with  a  request  to  report  at  the  next  meet- 
ing.   It  was  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Association  adjourned  to  call  upon  the  President  at  the  White 
House,  according  to  a  special  arrangement. 

At  a  meeting  ot  the  Executive  Committee  immediately  after  the  ad- 
journment of  the  morning  session  at  1:30  o'clock,  it  was  decided  that 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  should  be  held  at  Toronto, 
Ont.  A  strong  plea  was  put  in  for  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  it  is  probable 
that  will  be  the  place  selected  for  the  year  1887. 

Adjourned  until  7: 30  p.m. 

The  Evening  Session. 

At  the  evening  session  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner  stated  that  not  having  been 
present  during  the  discussion  of  Dr.  Chancellor's  paper,  he  wished  to 
say  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  pulmonary  diseases  in  Washington 
that  it  was  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  large  number  of  colored  peo- 
ple in  the  district  who,  on  account  of  their  careless  mode  of  living, 
without  sufficient  shelter  and  proper  food,  are  predisposed  to  consump- 
tion; and,  further,  that  many  of  the  deaths  occurring  here  do  not  really 
belong  to  our  population,  as  they  occur  among'^  people  already  fatally 
affected,  and  only  stopping  here  on  their  way  to  a  more  southern  and 
genial  climate. 

A  special  committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  resolution  offered 
in  regard  to  the  importation  and  disinfection  of  rags,  as  follows:  J. 
Howard  Taylor,  Philadelphia;  A.  N.  Bell,  New  York;  Henry  B. 
Baker,  Michigan;  C.  W.  Chancellor,  Maryland;  aiidH.B.  Horebeck, 
South  Carolina. 

The  committee  appointed  to  award  the  Lomb  prizes  was  then  called. 
Dr.  C.  W.  Chancellor,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  award  the  prize 
for  the  best  essay  on  "Healthy  Homes  and  Foods  for  the  Working 
Classes,"  reported  that  of  the  thirty-six  essays  submitted  not  one  was 
found  of  sufficient  merit  to  deserve  the  first  prize,  but  the  second  prize 
of  $200  was  awarded  to  Victor  C.  Vaughn,  of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

The  committee  which  considered  the  essay  on  "The  Sanitary  Con- 
dition and  Necessities  of  School-houses  and  School-life,"  had  carefully 
considered  the  twenty  papers  presented.  Bodily  punishment  is  op- 
posed in  all  of  them  except  in  very  extreme  cases,  as  it  is  affirmed  that 
lethargy,  idleness,  and  disobedience  may  come  from  evils  in  the  schools 
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where  severe  rules  are  the  near  or  remote  causes  of  the  evUs  com- 
plained of.  School  competitions  are  censured  as  unduly  exciting  the 
nervous  system.  School  exhibitions  in  the  heat  of  summer  are  con- 
demned. No  one  school  should  exceed  six  hundred  pupils.  The 
committee,  in  concluding,  recommend  that  teachers  should  be  quali- 
fied to  enforce  proper  hygiene  in  their  schools.  Of  the  large  number 
of  exhaustive  papers  offered,  showing  thoughtful  and  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation into  the  subject  of  proper  light  and  ventilation,  and  other 
hygiene  facilities,  the  committee  had  selected  that  of  Dr.  F.  Lincoln, 
of  Boston,  as  worthy  of  the  second  prize.  The  first  price  was  not 
awarded. 

The  papers  on  "Disinfection  and  Individual  Prophylaxis  against  In- 
fectious Diseases"  made  the  only  class  honored  by  the  award  of  the 
first  prize.  This  was  given  to  Dr.  George  W.  Sterling,  of  Baltimore, 
whose  name  was  received  with  great  applause. 

The  committee  on  the  **  preventable  causes  of  disease,  injury,  and 
death  in  American  manufactories  and  workshops,  and  the  best  means 
and  appliances  for  preventing  and  avoiding  them,"  awarded  the  second 
prize  to  Dr.  George  H.  Ireland;  of  Springfield,  Mass.  The  first  prize 
was  not  awarded. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  reports  of  committees,  the  President  of  the 
Association  arose,  and  in  well-chosen  remarks  introduced  Mr.  Henry 
Lomb,  who,  he  said,  out  of  his  comparatively  small  means,  had  con- 
ferred an  immense  favor  upon  60,000,000  people. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Billings,  Mr.  Lomb  was  unanimously  elected 
a  life  member  of  the  Association,  amid  great  applause. 

Prof.  D  A.  TaFgent,  of  Harvard  University,  submitted  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  School  Hygiene. 

Dr.  John  Morris,  of  Baltimore,  then  presented  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  disposal  of  the  dead,  in  which  strong  ground  was  taken 
in  favor  of  cremation. 

Adjourned  until  9:30  a.  m.  next  day. 

Fourth  Days  Session, 

The  Association  was  called  to  order,  and,  after  routine  business,  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year :  President,  Dr. 
Henry  P.  Walcott,  of  Cambridge,  Mass.;  First  Vice-president,  Dr.  C. 
W.  Covernton,  of  Canada ;  Second  Vice-president,  Dr.  G.  B.  Thorn- 
ton, of  Memphis,  Tenn. ;  Treasurer,  Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.;   Executive  Committee,  Dr.  Pinkney  Thompson,  Ken- 
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tncky ;  Dr.  Henry  B.  Baker,  Lansing,  Mich  ;  Dr.  Joseph  Holt,  New 
Orleans;  Dr.  Charles  Smart,  U.  S.  A.;  Dr.  C.  N.  Hewitt,  Minnesota; 
and  Dr.  H.  A.  Johnson,  of  Chicago.  The  Secretary,  Dr.  Irving  A. 
Watson,  holds  over. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Disinfectants  was  laid  over  for  action 
until  the  meeting  next  year.  Drs.  Thomas  F.  Wood,  of  North  Caro- 
lina; S.  W.  Abbott,  of  Massachusetts;  and  Smith  Townshend,  of 
Washington,  D.  C. ;  were  appointed  a  committee  to  report  next  year 
on  the  subject  of  vaccination  and  vaccine  virus.  The  State  Boards  of 
Health  were  made  a  section  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  Lomb  offered  four  additional  prizes  of  $ioo,  $75,  $50,  and  $25 
for  the  best  plan  for  houses  to  cost  $600,  $1,000,  and  $1,500. 

Dr.  John  S.  Billings,  as  chairman,  with  two  others,  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  prepare  a  uniform  yearly,  monthly,  and  weekly  mor- 
tality report  blanks.  Congress  will  be  asked  to  appropriate  funds  to 
equip  the  medical  corps  of  the  army  and  navy  to  enable  them  to  inves- 
tigate the  causes  of  infectious  diseases.  The  resolution  offered  by  Dr. 
Holt,  that  a  commission  be  appointed  to  investigate  yellow  fever  in  its 
breeding  places,  was  indorsed. 

The  following  papers  were  then  read :  **  Observations  on  the  Cape 
Fear  River  Water  as  a  Source  of  Water  Supply — in  a  Study  into  the 
Character  of  Southern  River  Water,"  by  Dr.  Thomas  F.  Wood,  of 
North  Carolina;  **  Hygiene  of  the  Dwelling,"  by  Dr.  George  N.  Bell, 
of  Newport,  R.  I.;  **  Modified  Inoculation  an  Important  Auxiliary  in 
Preventing  the  Spread  of  Small-pox,"  by  Dr.  R.  B.  S.  Hargis,  of  Pen- 
sacola,  Fla.;  and  **  An  Epidemic  of  Typhoid  Fever,"  by  Prof.  C.  A. 
Lindsley,  of  Yale  College. 

Additional  active  and  associate  members  were  elected. 

This  finished  the  business  of  the  session,  and  an  adjournment  was 
taken  until  the  meeting  in  Toronto.  In  dismissing  the  Association,  the 
retiring  President,  Dr.  Reeves,  made  reference  to  the  work  which  had 
been  accomplished  by  the  Association  during  its  existence  of  thirteen 
years. 

In  the  afternoon  the  larger  portion  of  the  members,  with  their  wives 
and  friends,  went  down  to  the  Eleventh-street  wharf,  where  they  were 
entertained  with  an  oyster  roast  by  the  Local  Committee  of  Arrange, 
ments,  of  which  Dr.  Smith  Townshend  was  chairman. 
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Pasteur  and  Hydrophobia. —On  the  steamship  Canada,  which 
left  New  York  for  Havana  on  the  9th  of  December,  were  four  children 
from  Newark,  N.  J.,  who  had  been  bitten  by  a  rabid  dog.  They  were 
on  their  way  to  France  for  treatment  by  M.  Pasteur.  Their  wounds 
had  been  thoroughly  cauterized  immediately  after  reception.  They 
are  in  charge  of  Dr.  F.  S.  Billings,  who  is  an  enthusiast  in  his  re- 
searches into  the  nature,  cause,  and  prevention  of  zymotic  diseases. 
The  results  of  this  expedition  will  be  awaited  with  no  little  anxiety  by 
scientists  and  others  on  this  side  the  **big  pond." 

M.  Pasteur's  method  of  treatment  consists  in  inoculation  of  a  pre- 
pared virus  by  injecting  it  under  the  skin  with  a  hypodermic  syringe. 
Ordinarily  it  produces  no  illness  or  unpleasant  results.  From  the  Set'- 
entific  American  of  December  19th  we  make  the  followmg  extract  in 
regard  to  his  method : 

**The  first  step  in  the  prepiration  of  the  virus  used  in  this  operation 
is  the  inoculation  of  a  rabbit  with  a  fragment  of  tissue  taken  from  the 
spine  of  a  rabid  dog.  The  hydrophobia  microbes  contained  in  this 
tissue,  by  introduction  beneath  the  skin  of  the  animal,  or  preferably 
into  its  brain,  penetrate  the  entire  system,  and  communicate  the  dis- 
ease. The  animal  becomes  mad.  The  incubation  of  the  poison  oc- 
cupies fifteen  days.  As  soon  as  death  occurs  a  portion  of  the  spinal 
marrow  of  this  diseased  rabbit  is  introduced  into  the  system  of  a  sec- 
ond rabbit;  from  the  second  rabbit  matter  is  taken  with  which  a  third 
rabbit  is  inoculated ;  and  the  process  is  continued  until  sixty  animals  in 
all  have  been  treated.  The  power  of  the  hydrophobia  virus  increases 
with  each  inoculation,  so  that  the  last  incubation  of  the  sixty  opera- 
tions occupies  but  seven  days.  On  the  other  hand,  the  power  of  the 
virus  is  diminished  by  dried  air,  so  that  different  degrees  of  strength 
are  obtained  by  keeping  the  spinal  marrow  of  the  inoculated  rabbits  in 
bottles  of  dried  air." 

In  quite  a  number  of  cases  successful  results  are  claimed.  In  one 
which  proved  unsuccessful  it  is  urged  that  too  great  a  length  of  time 
(thirty-six  days)  elapsed  before  it  was  reached. 

We  do  not  know  why  rabbits  have  been  selected  for  the  purpose  of 
cultivating  the  virus.  Possibly,  from  their  inherent  timidity  and  nat- 
ural fear  of  the  dog,  the  attenuated  virus  is  intensified  in  some  essen- 
tial particular;  or  mayhaps  it  was  thought  as  the  rabbit  belonged  by 
right  to  the  dog,  a  more  literal  interpretation  is  given  to  the  old  adage 
of  a  **hare  of  the  dog  being  good  for  the  bite." 
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State  Control  of  Medical  Education  and  Practice  will  be 
boomed  by  the  latest  addition  to  medical  periodical  literature,  "7^ 
Physiciar^s  Magazine'^  In  the  December  number,  notice  of  which  we 
publish,  and  in  a  circular  letter  from  its  publishers,  we  are  asked  for 
our  endorsement.  This  we  cannot  give.  **T0  MEDICAL  MEN 
BELONG  MEDICAL  THINGS,^'  was  an  idea  inculcated  by  the  late 
Prof.  W.  K.  Bowling,  who  tiught  more  medical  students  than  any 
one  man  in  the  entire  South  and  West.  He  received  this  correct  ax- 
iom from  Daniel  Drake,  the  greatest  medical  phiosopher  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent. 

The  one  great  idea  inculcated  by  these  philosophers,  and  the  one 
which  brought  the  greatest  degree  of  success  to  the  many  novices  who 
drank  wisdom  at  their  feet,^was  Backbone,  Look  not  to  Church  or 
State,  but  rely  alone  upon  the  grand  profession  of  medicine  to  sustain 
you,  for  it  is  fully  equal  to,  if  not  above,  them. 

In  the  first  place,  medicine  needs  no  aid  from  the  law,  and  in  the 
second,  we  shall  ever  question  the  constitutionality  of  any  laws  look- 
ing to  its  control.  "Put  not  the  dirty  finger  of  the  law  upon  it,"  said 
Bowling,  carried  away  by  his  enthusiasm  and  great  love  for  a  great 
science  and  art. 

One  of  the  grandest  ideas,  the  outcome  of  this  great  country,  and  by 
reason  of  which  it  gained  its  greatness,  was  Freedom,  Freedom  of 
opinion,  free  religion  and  free  medicine.  The  foulest  blot  upon  out 
country  is  Mormonism — and  why  ?  Because  the  American  statesmen, 
up  to  the  present  day,  have  been  afraid  to  infringe  in  the  least  iota,  the 
great  inheritance  of  the  originators  of  the  American  Government ;  and 
on  the  ground  of  religious  liberty  this  foul  serpent  is  besmirching  with 
its  slimy  ooze  our  fair  fame.  To  place  it  under  the  hand  of  the  law, 
might  open  up  the  way  to  infringements  upon  the  rights  of  other 
Christian  denomination,  who  are  weaker  than  their  brethren.  And  so 
it  drags  its  filthy  length  along. 

Invoke  the  law  in  behalf  of  medicine,  and  you  will  do  far  more  to- 
ward lowering  than  elevating  it.  By  devotion  to  medicine  and  reli- 
ance upon  it  alone,  its  desciples  will  bring  it  day  by  day  nearer  and 
nearer  to  an  exact  science.  When  this  is  accomplished,  you  may  lay 
down  unyielding,  inflexible  laws  in  regard  to  the  requirements  and 
attainments  of  those  who  would  enter  its  domain.  But  until  then 
let  us  go  on  upon  the  idea  of  **the  servival  of  the  fittest,"  and  if  negro 
pathy,  Indian  pathy,  or  any  other  hocus-pocus  can  show  better  results, 
the  people  should  have  the  benefit  of  them  as  their  right. 
48P 
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The  Physician's  Magazine  is  the  title  of  a  new  journalistic  enter- 
prise, by  Messrs.  Foote  &  Swift,  of  Philadelphia.  It  will  be  published 
quarterly,  and  from  the  number  before  us— No.  2,  Vol.  i,  December, 
1885 — it  bids  fair  to  command  a  reasonable  share  of  professional  patron- 
age. It  contains  contributions  from  G.  Betton  Mapey,  M.D.,  of  Phil- 
adelphia; J.  McF.  Gaston,  M.D.,  of  Atlanta,  Ga.;  W.  F.  Waugh, 
A.M.,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia;  Samuel  S.  Wallian,  A.M.,  M.D.,  of 
Bloomingdale,  N.  Y.;  W.  C.  Dabney,  M.D.,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
others.  Sixty  four  pages  each  quarter  at  one  dollar  per  year  is  reason- 
able enough  for  so  excellent  a  periodical  A  sample  copy  will  be  sent 
to  any  address  on  receipt  of  ten  cents.     We  cordially  welcome  it  to 

our  exchange  table. 

— . ^#»»  - 

Volume  VIII. — We  desire  to  extend  to  our  many  readers  our  sin- 
cere acknowledgements  for  their  continued  appreciation  of  our  Jour- 
nal, and  to  assure  them  that  our  interest  and  zeal  in  its  management 
continues  unabated  with  its  age  and  increases  with  its  growth.  We 
enter  upon  the  new  year  with  a  larger  number  of  readers  and  more 
substantial  patronage  than  at  any  time  in  its  most  successful  history, 
and  can  look  back  on  the  completed  volumes  of  the  past  seven  years 
with  no  little  pride  and  satisfaction;  not  so  much  at  our  own  efforts, 
but  that  we  have  received  such  a  generous  and  cordial  support  from 
our  professional  brethren  To  them,  and  to  them  alone,  are  we  in- 
debted, and  we  extend  to  them  our  most  sincere  thanks,  and  wish 
them  one  and  all  a  ^^ Happy  New-  YearP 


New  Yorker  Medizinische  Presse  is  the  title  of  a  new  medical 
publication,  of  which  we  have  received  the  first  number,  December, 
1885.  It  is  a  very  excellent  48-page  journal,  filled  with  well-written 
original  matter,  carefully  made  selections,  and  is  ably  edited  by  Dr. 
Geo.  W.  Rachel.  It  is  the  only  medical  journal  in  the  German  lan- 
guage published  in  America,  and  we  can  most  heartily  commend  it  to 
our  German  reading  friends.  Price  $2.50  per  annum.  Address 
German  Medical  Press  Company,  23  Vanderwater  street.  New  York. 


Our  Subscribers  will  please  notice  the  date  on  the  wrapper  and  see 
when  their  subscription  was  paid  up  to.  It  takes  money  to  publish  a 
medical  journal,  and  it  is  only  by  exacting  prompt  payments  that  we 
are  enabled  to  publish  so  much  reading  matter.  Please  take  notice, 
and  govern  yourselves  accordingly. 
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OUR  ADVERTISERS. 


We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our  many  readers  to  our  ad- 
vertising pages,  which  will  well  rep^y  a  careful  perusal.  We  have 
adopted  the  rule,  which  has  been  strictly  adhered  to,  of  admit- 
ting nothing  but  first-class,  reliable  articles,  which  we  can  cor- 
dially commend,  i 

The  New  York  Pharmacal  Ahsociation  are  still  manu- 
facturing their  standard  preparation  of  Lactopeptine,  which  has 
been  tested,  and  is  recommended  by  many  of  the  leading  medical 
men  of  America.  Professor  Attfield  considers  it  a  most  valuable 
digesting  agent. 

The  Iodia  and  Bromidia  of  Messrs.  BaMle  &  Co.,  402  Main 
Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo ,  are  well  worthy  of  trial.  Iodia  is  com- 
posed of  the  active  principles  obtained  from  alterative  roots  in 
the  green  state,  together  with  Iodide  of  Potash,  5  grs.,  and  Phos- 
phate of  Iron,  3  grs.,  to  each  fluid  drachm.  Bromidia  is  one  of 
the  best  hypnotics  we  have  ever  tried.  Cocalao  and  Papine  'are 
also  excellent  preparations. 

The  Medical  and  Dental  Departments  of  the  Univer- 
sity OF  Tennessee  are  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than 
ever.  The  largest  classes  ever  in  attendance  this  year.  With  one 
of  the  most  suitable  buildings  for  medical  teaching,  improved 
clinical  advantages,  and  a  corps  of  active,  earnest  and  hard- 
working teachers,  success  in  natural. 

Scientific  American. — Send  for  specimen  copy  to  Munn  & 
Co.j  261  Broadway,  New  York,  Solicitors  for  Patents,  etc. 

H.  PijilNten  &  Son,  224  William  Street,  New  York,  manu- 
facture hard  and  soft  capsules,  empty  and  filled,  which  can  be 
ordered  by  mail.  No  further  necessity  of  trouble  in  regard  to 
nauseous  or  disagreeable  drugs. 

Berry,  Demoville  &  Co.,  have  been  established  in  business 
for  half  a  century,  and  are  still  conducting  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  complete  wholesale  Drug-Stores  in  the  South.  Try  their 
Emulsion  of  Cod-Liver  Oil.  It  is  prepared  from  the  purest  Cod 
Liver-Oil  and  is  valuable  and  palatable — a  perfect  emulsion. 

Camm's  EMULsroN  contains  65  per  cent,  of  the  purest  Nor- 
wegian Cod-Liver  Oil,  with  9  grs.  Hypophosphite  of  Lime,  4J 
grs.  Hypophosphite  Soda,  10  grs.  Lactopeptine  and  5  grs.  Citrate 
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of  Iron  to  each  fluid  ounce.  It  is  a  most  excellent  preparation, 
as  we  know  from  a  thorough  trial.  Manufactured  by  Messrs. 
Faiilkner  &  OraighUI,  Lynchburg,  Va. 

Send  Your  Journals  and  Pamphlets  to  Pryor  Jones,  No* 
20  North  Cherry  Street,  to  be  bound.  He  will  give  you  any 
style  of  work  you  may  desire  at  prices  as  low  or  lower  than  any. 
His  work  is  durable,  neat  and  elegant. 

Cincinnati  Sanitarium,  at  College  Hill,  Ohio,  under  the 
charge  of  Dr  O.  Evarts,  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  excellently 
conducted  private  Hospitals  for  the  treatment  of  Mental  and 
Nervous  Diseases  to  be  foun4,___Xt8U)cation  is  healthy  and  sur- 
roundings delightful. ^<^q^   '^£0/'\ 

Demoville  &  C^y^coruMN>af -Chui^gKv  and  Cherry  Streets, 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  mQ^dJtJon  to.a  JW^j^^^^^  I^i'UR^  ^^^  Medi- 
cines, keep  the  besi  assoitdiend  m  SrA^rcal  Instruments,  from  the 
best  maiiufacturersAOO'  hand;'-^6ftlafogi^ywill  be  furnished  on 
application.  \^^/?id  nv   u!o   ^ 

Parke,  Davis  &  Co^^^^^-^^D^U^^ii^ Michigan,  Manufacturing 
Chemists,  with  their  immense  establishment,  are  enabled  to 
supply  all  demands  for  any  pharmaceutical  preparation.  Their 
wines  and  elixirs  contain  precisely  the  quantity  of  Medicinal 
Ingredients  which  they  are  said  to  contain  on  the  label.  Like-* 
wise  they  are  very  palatable,  and,  in  every  way,  elegant.  They 
need  only  to  be  tried  to  be  appreciated. 

Messrs.  Murkin  &  Hunt,  28,  30  and  32  South  College 
Street,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  make  the  best,  most  convenient,  com- 
fortable and  easiest*  riding  Doctor's  Buggy  to  be  found.  They  do 
nothing  but  strictly  first-class  work,  and  at  low  prices. 

ToNQALiNE,  or  Liquor  Tonq^  Salicylatus  is  a  new 
remedy  for  Neuralgia  and  Rheumatism,  made  by  A.  A.  Mellier^ 
of  SU  LouiSy  Mo,  It  has  received  many  excellent  testimonials 
from  reliable  practitioners.  It  has  not  disappointed  us  in  a  series 
of  cases  in  which  we  have  tried  it.  He  also  keeps  the  Elliott 
Saddle-Bags,  adopted  by  the  U.  S.  Government  for  use  in  the 
army,   on  account  of  its  convenience  and  durability. 

Listerine,  as  made  by  Messrs.  Lambert  &  Co.,  307  Locust 
Street,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  is  a  remedy  of  peculiar  antiseptic  properties, 
adapted  alike  to  Surgery,  Obstetrics,  Gynaecology,  Laryngology, 
and  all  Zymotic  and  Febrile  Diseases.  Our  Dentists  are  also 
finding  most  excellent  results  from  its  use.  Their  Lithiated 
Hydrangea  is  well  suited  to  Renal  and  Vesical  troubles. 
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Messrs.  Jno.  C.  Baker  &  Co.,  815  Filbert  St.,  PhUaddphia, 
Pa.,  are  now  receiving  from  their  agents  in  Norway  their  special 
brand  of  Cod-Liver  Oil,  which  is  of  the  choicest  quality ;  its 
ordor,  color  and  flavor  being  unexceptional.  Among  their  spe- 
cialtie-^  are  Baker's  Emulsion  with  Ilypophosphites,  Baker's  Cod- 
Liver  Oil  with  extract  of  Malt.  They  are  also  agents  for  "So- 
lution of  Ferrous  Malate,'*  and  "  Bartlett's  Pile  Suppositories." 
Full  information  will  be  cordially  afforded  to  all  applications  by 
mail. 

Messrs.  Spurlook,  Page  &  Co.,  No.  90  SotUh  Market  St., 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  are  among  the  most  reliable  of  the  wholesale 
merchants  of  Tennessee.  They  have  a  full  and  most  complete 
stock  of  Drugs,  Medicines,  Chemicals,  Surgical  Instruments  and 
Pharmaceutical  preparations.  Any  thing  needed  by  the  practic- 
ing physician  or  surgeon  can  be  found  in  their  establishment;  and 
from  experience  we  can  heartily  and  cordially  guarantee  satisfac- 
tion to  all  who  may  give  them  a  trial.  Call  and  examine  their 
stock,  or  send  them  an  order,  and  you  will  never  regret  it. 

Trommer  Extract  of  Malt  Co.,  have  an  advertisement  that 
will  bear  a  careful  reading.  They  guarantee  uniformity  of 
strength  and  purity  of  their  Extract,  and  are  engaged  exclusive- 
ly in  its  manufacture,  producing  one  quality  only — the  b  at.  The 
Trommer  Company  was  the  first  to  undertake  the  manufacture  of 
Malt  Extract  in  America,  and  the  first  in  any  country  to  employ 
improved  processes  in  its  preparation,  with  the  object  of  pre- 
serving unimpaired  all  the  soluble  constituents  of  carefully 
malted  barley  of  the  best  quality,  including  especially  the  iiii- 
portant  nitrogenous  bodies  which  possess  the  power  to  digest 
starchy  food. 

Kaline  Compound  Pill,  a  proprietary  preparation,  put  up 
and  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Handly,  White  &  Co.,  of  this  city, 
is  growing  in  ))opularity  with  astonishing  rapidity.  For  clinical 
results  with  this  preparation,  we  desire  to  refer  our  reailers  to 
the  preceding  number  of  this  journal,  which  can  be  had  on  ap- 
plication to  Messrs.  Handly,  White  &  Co.,  Church  and  Market 
Sts.,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Fellows'  Hypo-Phos-Phites  (Syr :  Hopophos :  Comp:  fd- 
lows:)^  contains  the  Essential  Elements  to  the  Animal  Organiza- 
tion—Poto«A  and  Lime;  the  Oxydizing  Agents — Iron  and  Man- 
ganeie;  the  Tonics — Quinine  and  Strychnine;  and  the  Vitalizing 
Cons(ituent — Phosphorus,  combined  in  the  form  of  a  Syrup,  with 
slight  alkaline  reaction. 
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The  Rio  Chemical  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  advertise  a  most  excel- 
lent  series  of  articles.  Their  Celerina  is  a  good  nerve  tonic  and 
anti-spasmodic;  Aletris  Cordial  is  a  uterine  tonic;  Acid  Mannate, 
a  palative  and  painless  purgative;  and  Kennedy's  Extract  of 
Pinus  Canadensis  needs  no  commendation  at  our  hands.  It  is 
recommended  by  some  of  the  most  reliable  physicians  of  the 
land. 

Green  Springs  Sanitarium  is  a  most  excellent  institution 
for  the  treatment  of  Nervous  Diseases.  In  addition  to  their  ex- 
cellent mineral  waters,  fine  salubrious  location,  and  elegant  and 
well  appointed  buildings,  Dr.  John  S.  Marshall  is  eminently 
qualified,  and  gives  his  entire  attention  to  the  treatment  of  this 
class  of  diseases. 

Lyon's  Tasteless  Preparations  op  Qthnine  are,  as  they 
are  claimed  to  be,  absolutely  free  from  the  nauserous,  bitter  taste 
of  Quinine,  and  as  palatable  as  sugar,  yet  contain  all  the  active 
principles  of  the  drug  unaltered.  Children  m\l  take  these  pre* 
parations  and  not  know  they  are  taking  medicine. 

J.  B.  LiPPENCOTT  &  Co.,  have  an  advertisement  in  t.iis  num- 
ber well  worthy  the  attention  of  our  readers.  See  what  they  have 
to  say  in  regard  to  valuable  and  practical  Medical  Publications 
at  lowest  rates. 

Anglo-Swiss  Milk  Food  is  made  at  Cham,  Switzerland,  by 
the  Anglo-Swiss  Cond.'  Milk  Co.  It  is  prescribed  by  leading 
practitioners  |and  used  in  prominent  institutions  throughout  the 
country.  It  is  a  most  admirable  substitute  for  mother's  milk, 
and  is  used  by  Prof.  J.  Lewis  Smith,  M.D.,  at  the  New  York 
Infant  Asylum. 

The  Oxford  Retreat  is  a  private  institution  at  Oxford, 
Ohio,  under  the  supervision  of  the  courteous  and  talented  Dr. 
D.  A.  Morse,  for  the  treatment  of  all  forms  of  nervous  and  men- 
tal diseases,  including  epilepsy,  select  cases  of  inebriety,  the 
opium  habit,  and  nervous  diseases  of  children. 

The  McIntosh  Manufacturing  Co.  make  the  best,  most 
portable,  and  in  every  way  the  most  satisfactory  battery  for  phy- 
sicians' use,  containing  both  the  Galvanic  and  Farradic  currents. 
Their  Uterine  Supporter  is  suited  to  every  Indication  of  Uterine 
Displacements,  combining  a  union  of  external  and  internal  sup- 
port, adapted  to  the  varying  positions  of  the  body,  and  is  self- 
adjusting. 

Eve's  Surgical  Infirmary  is  now  in  successful  operation. 
^ew  rooms  in  a  new  building,  new  furniture,  and  every  known 
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moderD  improvements,  in  Ihe  way  of  Instruments,  Baths,  Appli- 
ances, Electrical  and  others,  for  the  surgical  treatment  of  diseases. 
It  is  purely  a  Surgical  Infirmary  for  the  treatment  of  acute  and 
chronic  surgical  diseases.  The  matron  is  experienced,  and  the 
narses  attentive. 

Syrupus  Roborans,  of  Arthur,  Peter  &  Co.,  of  Louisville,  is 
a  vitalizer  and  brain  and  nerve  food.  As  a  nervous  stimulant 
and  restorative  in  wasting  and  debilitating  diseases,  as  well  as  a 
tonic  to  functiouH  of  digestion  and  assimilation,  it  has  no  supe- 

I  rior.     A  full  and  careful  trial  ol  it  justifies  the  highest  endorse- 

I  ment  at  our  hands. 

Goodwyn's  Compound  Syrup  of  Hypophosphites  with 
Lactates  and  Pepsin  is  specially  applicable  in  cases  of  con- 
valescence from  malarial,  typhoid,  and  other  forms  of  fevers,  as 
well  as  the  various  forms  of  pulmonary  and  other  wasting  dis- 
eases. 

Race's  Peptonized  Beep  is  a  perfect  peptone  of  the  density 
of  heavy  syrup,  and  represents  a  large  amount  of  concentrated 
but  perfectly  assimilable  food. 

Peacock's  Bromides  is  a  most  excellent  nerve  and  brain  seda- 
tive, and  their  Fucus  Marina  is  a  reliable  antidote  to  malaria. 
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Oentlevnen:  I  enjoj  the  privilege  of  bringing  before  70a  this 
evening  a  pathological  specimen  consisting  of  the  entire  abdom- 
inal and  thoracic  viscera  taken  from  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  of  age, 
who  died  of  tabes  mesenterica.  The  autopsy  was  held  eight  hours 
after  death.  On  opening  the  abdominal  cavity  the  small  intes- 
tines were  found  crowded  over  to  the  left  side,  the  right  being 
fblly  oocnpied  by  the  mesentery,  which  iivas  firmly  attached  to 
the  spinal  column  from  the  promontory  of  the  sacrum  to  the  dia- 
phragm. The  entire  lymphatic  system  of  glands  of  the  abdominal 
cavity  were  greatly  enlarged,  presenting  a  mass  of  disease  which  had 
resulted  in  the  breaking  down  of  the  glandular  structures,  and 
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the  formation  of  pas  cavities^  until  all  trace  of  important  strac- 
tnrefl^  such  as  the  caput  coli^  apendix  vermiformis,  and  the  reoep- 
taculum  chjli,  were  completely  obliterated^  the  whole  of  these  tis- 
sues being  a  conglomerate  mass  of  disease  which  was  so  firmly 
adherent  to  the  spine  and  the  posterior  and  lateral  walls  of  the 
abdominal  cavity,  that  the  separation  necessarily  destroyed  the 
anatomical  relations  to  such  an  extent  that  they  could  not  be 
recognized.  The  spleen  was  enlarged  to  perhaps  twice  its  natu- 
ral size,  the  liver  to  a  less  extent;  both  were  full  of  miliary  tu- 
bercular deposits.  The  mucous  coat  of  the  small  bowel  was 
much  congested  and  thickened,  with  frequent  ulceration  of  Peyer's 
patches  ;Jlhe  serous  coat  was  likewise  congested  and  studded  over 
with  miliary  tubercles.  In  the  thoracic  cavity  the  evidences  of 
disease.were  less  marked.  The  lungs  were  found  in  a  state  of 
hypostatic  congestion,  the  heart  being  normal,  except  considera- 
bly under  size. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  now  given  you  the  history  of  what  was  re- 
vealed by  the  autopsy.  The  chief  interest  which  attaches  to  the 
case  consists  in  the  extensive  disease  of  the  abdominal  lymphatic 
system,  which  was,  as  I  think,  the  outcome  of  an  attack  of  ty- 
phoid fever,  and  the  physiological  deductions  to  be  drawn  there- 
from may[be  interesting.  I  now  ask  your  earnest  attention  to  the 
history  of  this  case  as  obtained  from  his  parents  when  I  was 
called  to  take  charge  of  it  some  three  weeks  ago.  The  lad  was 
about  fifteen  years  old,  had  always  been  rather  under  size  and 
delicate.  Two  years  ago  he  had  a  severe  and  protracted  case  of 
typhoid  fever,  which  lefl  him  much  emaciated  and  profoundly 
anemic.  He  never  rallied  from  this  condition,  although  his  ap- 
petite was  good.  He  never  complained  of  the  slightest  indispo- 
sition until  about  three  months  before  I  saw  him.  He  then  be^ 
gan  to  complain  of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  chiefly  in  the  right  in- 
guinal region.  As  the  boy  was  up  and  around,  no  special  atten- 
tion was  paid  him  until^the  day  I  was  called,  at  which  time  his 
mother  had  discovered  an  enlargement  in  the  right  side.  Phys- 
ical examination  revealed^a  tumor  occupying  the  right  inguinal 
region  as  large  as  a  goose  egg,  oval  in  shape,  and  exceedingly 
tender  to  the  touch.    The  differential  diagnosis  now  rested  be- 
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tween  typhlitis  and  an  enlarged  mesenteric  gland.  The  ezoes- 
give  tenderness  and  resistance  to  pressure  over  the  entire  ab-> 
dominal  region  precluded  the  possibility  of  a  positive  diagnosis, 
although  I  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  disease  was  tuberculous 
in  character.  He  was  having  hectic  fever,  but  no  night  sweats; 
his  pulse  was  very  quick  and  feeble;  his  urine  was  high-colored, 
and  gave  a  decided  acid  reaction,  and  contained  a  good  deal  of 
mucous,  as  the  outcome  of  cystitis  from  bladder  pressure.  The 
patient  was  now  placed  upon  the  use  of  malt,  cod  liver  oil,  and 
ierruginous  tonics,  with  a  liberal  diet.  The  prognosis  was  of 
course  exceedingly  unfavorable  from  the  first.  He  continued  to 
become  more  emaciated  day  by  day,  notwithstanding  his  appetite 
was  good  all  the  time.    He  died  this  morning. 

Now,  gentlemen,  let  us  see  what  conclusions  we  can  deduce 
from  his  clinical  history  and  the  post  mortem  appearances  found 
at  the  autopsy.  In  the  first  place  he  has  a  history  of  typhoid 
fever  two  years  ago.  Now  what  are  the  pathological  lesions 
found  in  all  typical  cases  of  this  disease?  Beyond  all  question, 
ulceration  of  Peyer^s  patches  is  the  most  pathognomonic  lesion. 
These  patches  of  Peyer,  which  aie  found  in  greatest  abundanoe 
in  the  lower  third  of  the  ileum,  are  nothing  more  than  the  soli- 
tary glands  found  higher  up  in  the  intestinal  tract,  except  they 
are  found  in  groups  instead  of  singly.  I  wish  especially  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  these  glands  are  always  situated 
immediately  opposite  the  attachment  of  the  mesentery  to  the  gut. 
The  intestinal  canal  is  provided  with  a  special  apparatus  whose 
fanetion  is  to  take  up  the  liquefied  portions  of  food  intended  for 
the  nourishment  of  our  bodies  and  carry  it  into  the  circulation. 
This  is  effected  in  part  by  the  lacteal  and  lymphatic  system  of 
vessels,  the  former  differing  from  the  latter  only  in  the  fact  that 
in  addition  to  the  transparent  and  colorless  lymph  which  the  lym- 
phatics contain,  they  absorb  a  fluid  rich  in  fat  derived  from  the 
food  by  the  process  of  digestion.  All  oleaginous  matters  of  the 
food  are  emulsified  by  digestion,  forming  in  the  intestine  a  white, 
milky  fluid  termed  chyle,  which  is  much  richer  in  all  the  ele- 
ments of  nutrition  than  any  other  portion  of  the  intestinal  fluids, 
and  it  is  this  that  the  lymphatic  system  is  more  especially  con- 
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oerned  in  carrying  into  the  circulation  than  anj  thing  else.  Hence 
the  largest  amount  of  nutritive  material,  from  which  all  the  tis- 
sues of  the  body  are  constructed,  finds  its  way  into  the  circula- 
tion through  the  lacteal,  lymphatic,  and  mesenteric  glands,  which 
are  found  in  great  abundance  between  the  folds  of  the  mesentery, 
and  really  form  only  a  continuation  of  the  absorbent  system, 
which  finally  terminates  in  a  sacular  diverticulum  of  the  thoracic 
duct  known  as  the  receptaculum  chyli,  which  is  situated  oppo- 
site the  second  lumbar  vertebra.  The  thoracic  duct,  as  you  may 
remen^ber,  after  traversing  the  abdominal  cavity,  passes  into  the 
thorax  and  empties  in  the  left  subclavian  vein.  The  only  other 
channel  through  which  the  nutritive  elements  of  food  enter  the 
circulation  is  by  the  absorption  by  the  bloodvessels  of  the  intes- 
tinal villi,  which  hang  out  as  it  were  into  the  intestinal  tract  as 
the  roots  of  a  tree  penetrate  the  soil,  and  take  up  in  the  main, 
that  portion  of  food  which  is  composed  of  albuminose,  sugar,  and 
molecular  fat,  which  is  conveyed  through  the  portal  system  to 
the  liver,  and  after  it  traverses  the  capillary  vessels  of  this  organ 
is  emptied  into  the  vena  cava.  The  closed  follicles,  or  agminated 
glands  known  as  Peyer's  patches,  bear  such  close  relation  to  the 
lymphatics  of  the  intestine  that  they  are  generally  regarded  as 
belonging  to  the  same  system. 

Now  we  think  we  are  prepared  to  appreciate  why  it  was  that 
the  boy  never  recuperated — never  gained  any  flesh  after  his  spell 
of  typhoid  fever.  As  we  have  shown,  the  emulsified  fats  in  the 
intestinal  canal  are  mainly  carried  into  the  circulation  through 
the  absorptive  process  of  the  lymphatic  system,  of  which  the 
glands  involved  in  typhoid  fever  form  a  part.*  It  is  plain  that 
the  glands,  by  the  pathological  condition  in  which  they  are  left 
afler  a  severe  case  of  typhoid  feyer,  are  in  no  condition  to  trans- 
mit the  chyle,  and  by  reason  of  the  close  proximity  of  the  lym- 
phatic vessels  and  the  lymphatic  glands  as  well,  they  too  partici- 

*  Thus  when  the  lacteal  vessels  and  lymphatic  glands  are  the  seat  of  such 
pathological  lesions  as  occur  in  typhoid  fever,  the  general  nutrition  tends  to  be 
markedly  impaired,  owing  to  the  interference  with  the  transmission  and  du« 
elaboration  of  chyle,  and  as  they  become  more  and  more^  involved  the  entire 
system  suffers  gravely. 
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pate  in  the  pathological  condition  of  the  follicles,  and  thus  we 
find  the  main  channel  throagh  which  the  oleaginous  matters  of  the 
digested  food  find  their  way  into  the  circulation  cut  off.  It  fol- 
lows that  the  patient  canuot  take  on  flesh.  Since  the  material 
out  of  which  blood  and  fat  are  constructed  fail  to  enter  the  cir- 
culation, no  wonder  then  we  find  the  patient  anemic;  no  wonder 
we  find  .him  in  low  flesh ;  no  wonder  we  find  his  recuperative 
powers  are  gone. 

Now  let  us  see  if  we  can  trace  the  analogy  between  typhoid  fever 
and  tabes  mesenterica.  It  only  remains  in  this  connection  to  in- 
dicate the  special  points  connected  with  tabes  mesenterica,  which 
constitutes  a  most  important  disease  in  children  and  younc^  per- 
sons. It  may  exist  independently,  but  is  more  frequently  asso- 
ciated with  so-called  tubercular  ulceration  of  the  intestines;  or, 
as  in  this  case  with  ulceration  of  the  patches  of  Peyer  as  the  re- 
sult of  typhoid  fever.  How  far  the  mesenteric  lesion  in  the 
specimen  before  us  is  indebted  to  the  lesion  involved  in  typhoid 
fever  can  only  be  speculative,  but  it  may  be  remarked  that  recent 
pathological  investigations  point  with  such  unerring  certainty  to 
the  existence  of  important  relations  between  certain  diseases — 
of  which  typhoid  fever  is  one^ — ^and  the  absorbent  system,  as 
scarcely  to  admit  of  a  doubt  as  to  the  fact  of  the  mesenteric  trou- 
ble being  the  outcome  of  the  typhoid  lesion.  In  this  case  this 
view  gains  fresh  confirmation  in  the  well-established  fact  that  the 
absorbent  system  is  concerned  in  a  large  degree  in  conveying 
morbid  products  from  one  part  of  the  body  to  another,  such  as 
the  syphilitic  poison,  tubercle,  cancer,  dissection  wounds,  puerperal 
septicemia,  etc.  Thus  we  find  by  tracing  the  analogy  between 
the  lesions  in  typhoid  fever  and  the  lesions  in  tabes  mesenterica, 
we  connect  the  origin  of  the  mesenteric  trouble  with  typhoid 
fever. 

Now  let  us  see  if  we  can  account  for  the  continued  anemic  and 
emaciated  condition  of  the  lad.  Clearly  it  is  traceable  to  the 
pathological  state  of  the  patches  of  Peyer,  which  form  their  close 
and  intimate  relations  with  the  absorbent  system  of  the  abdomi* 
nal  viscera  affecting  the  latter  secondarily.  Owing  to  the  impov- 
erished blood  state  the  vital  forces  were  not  sufficient  to  enable 
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the  vis  medicatrix  natursd  to  come  to  the  rescue  of  the  system  by 
providing  rich  blood  out  of  which  to  construct  anew  the  various 
tissues  of  the  body;  hence  the  more  the  lymphatic  and  lacteal 
vessels  and  glands  become  invaded,  the  less  chance  is  afforded  the 
system  to  recuperate,  until  finally  the  structures  in  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  the  receptaculum  chyli  were  so  far  destroyed  as  to 
cut  off  the  supply  of  oleaginous  elements  which,  as  we  have 
shown,  pass  into  the  circulation  mainly  through  the  thoracic  duct, 
thus  depriving  the  blood  of  the  element  which  is  most  largely 
effective  in  producing  adipose  tissue,  leaving  the  system  in  the 
main  dependent  upon  the  nutrition  it  can  obtain  through  the 
absorptive  powers  of  the  capillary  blood  vessels  in  the  villous 
prolongation  of  mucous  membrane  which  hang  out,  as  it  were, 
along  the  alimentary  tube.  The  elements  of  nutrition  thus  af- 
forded are  not  only  insufficient  to  cause  a  patient  to  recuperate 
from  a  severe  attack  of  disease  which  consumes  the  adipose  tissue 
of  the  body,  but  it  is  likewise  incapable  of  sustaining  the  vital 
powers  of  the  system;  therefore  the  equilibrium  between  waste 
and  repair  being  destroyed,  there  is  but  one  alternative  left, 
which  is  to  succumb  to  the  ravages  of  the  disease. 


CLINICAL  LECTURE. 


BY 
PBOF.  THEOPHILXJS  PABVTN,  M.D.,  PHIIJLDELPHIA. 


l^Rqpotied  y>ecially  for  the  Southern  PraeiitioneT^ 

Vulvitis  and  Vaginitis. 

This  is  a  girl,  who,  after  exposure  to  cold  (she  says)  some  six 
weeks  ago,  had  a  discharge  commence  from  the  vagina.  She 
neither  had  nor  has  she  any  trouble  in  urination,  but  there  was 
and  is  considerable  scalding  and  itching  about  the  vulva  and 
lower  part  of  the  vagina.  The  discharge,  she  tells  us,  has  not 
been  enough  to  cause  her  to  wear  a  napkin ;  but  I  ask  her  about 
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the  character  of  the  stain  that  it  leaves  on  her  underclothing^  for 
this  is  a  very  important  factor  from  a  diagnostic  point  of  view. 
She  sajB  the  stain  is  slightly  yellow,  but  not  stiff.  Whenever 
you  have  a  stifi^^  starchy,  decidedly  yellow  stain,  you  can  be  sure 
that  your  patient  has  endo-metritis.  Vaginitis  may  be  caused 
by  cold,  by  excessive  exercise,  by  the  presence  of  foreign  bodies, 
or  by  excessive  coitus.  When  with  the  vaginitis  is  associated 
vulvitis,  you  have  good  reason  to  suspect  a  specific  cause,  for 
specific  vaginitis  seldem  exists  without  vulvitis;  but  in  the  spe- 
cific disease  there  is  also  almost  always  uretheritis,  and  in  conse- 
quence pain  in  urination,  which  does  not  exist  here.  It  is  not  an 
easy  matter  to  make  a  difi^erential  diagnosis  between  specific  and 
non-specific  vaginitis,  so  that  you  must  be  very  guarded  in  ex- 
pressing an  opinion.  The  only  way  to  be  absolutely  sure  is  by 
the  aid  of  the  microscope,  when,  if  it  be  gonorrhoea,  we  will  find 
the  gonococcus.  In  this  case  the  exemption  of  the  urethra  makes 
me  incline  to  the  idea  that  it  is  not  specific.  Another  point  in 
diagnofiis  has  reference  to  the  reaction,  for  we  must  remember 
that  wbile  the  uterine  mucous  is  alkaline,  that  from  the  vagina 
is  acid.  But  if  the  patient  has  been  using  alkaline  injections,  as 
for  example,  chlorate  of  potash,  the  vaginal  mucous  would  like- 
wise be  alkaline,  so  you  must  be  on  your  guard  for  this  source  of 
error.  Upon  inspecting  the  parts  I  find  peripheral  redness  with 
a  deposit  of  mucus  and  other  secretions  on  the  external  genitalia, 
and  by  digital  examination  I  find  the  vagina  swollen  and  the  se- 
cretion excessive.  If  the  discharge  is  very  copious  and  of  a 
greenish  yellow  color  it  favors  a  specific  origin,  and  in  this  con- 
nection the  history  plays  an  important  part  if  the  patient  be  a 
prostitute;  or  if  a  married  woman  she  is  known  to  be  unfaithful, 
then  the  presumption  favors  specificity.  I  will  here  correct  an 
erroneoas  impression  that  has  some  believers.  A  tooman  oannot 
give  gonorrhcea  unless  she  has  U,  I  believe  it  is  possible  for  a 
woman  to  convey  syphilis  when  she  has  it  not,  because  the  virus 
may  be  deposited  in  her  vagina,  and  a  man  having  connection 
with  her^  shortly  after  its  deposition,  may  contract  the  virus  be- 
fore the  woman  herself  has  absorbed  it.  The  same  phenomenon 
may  occar  with  gonorrhoea,  so  that  a  woman  may  convey  the  dis- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


62  OHIGINAL   COMMUNICATIONS — PARVIN. 

ease  when  she  does  not  know  that  she  has  it,  but  it  is  absolutely 
imperative  that  the  virus  must  be  there,  either  as  the  disease  or 
as  a  deposit 

Now  for  treatment :  We  must  commence  with  hot  hip-baths 
and  mucilaginous  injections,  or  acetate  of  zinc,  one  grain  to  one 
ounce  of  water;  or  we  may  use  tampons  rolled  in  dry  powdered 
tannin,  or  smeared  with  an  ointment  of  one  part  of  tannin,  three 
parts  of  vaseline,  and  three  of  starch,  allowing  them  to  remain  in 
position  for  some  hours.  If  you  prefer  it  you  may  use  powdered 
alum,  pure  or  diluted  with  oxide  of  zinc  or  starch.  You  will 
be  asked  by  these  patients  how  soon  they  will  get  well.  While 
it  is  difficult  to  set  a  time,  yet  in  the  non-specific  form  it  will 
usually  take  five  or  six  weeks  to  effect  a  cure,  while  the  specific 
will  usually  hold  on  for  two  or  three  months.  If  the  measures 
already  indicated  do  not  seem  to  be  doing  good,  it  will  be  neoes- 
sary  to  distend  the  vagina  so  as  to  expose  the  whole  surface  and 
paint  it  with  a  five  or  ten  per  cent,  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
for  the  disease  is  likely  to  lurk  way  up  in  the  posterior  wall. 
This  is  the  treatment  indicated  for  the  non-specific  form.  In  the 
specific  form,  after  a  few  days  of  laxatives,  it  will  be  well  to 
commence  the  injection  of  1-1000,  1-2000,  or  1-8000  solution  of 
corrosive  sublimate  once  or  twice  daily,  which  will  destroy  the 
gonococci. 

SUB-INVOLUnON  AND   EbOSION. 

I  say  that  this  woman  is  suffering  from  sub-involution,  but  I 
am  not  sure  that  this  expresses  the  fact.  During  pregnancy  the 
uterus  undergoes  a  great  evolution,  and  afler  labor  it  is  involuted, 
and  the  usual  notion  conveyed  by  sub-involution  is  that  this  lat- 
ter process  is  arrested.  Dr.  Emmett  tells  us  that  he  has  never 
seen  a  case  of  so-called  sub-involution  where  there  was  not  lacer- 
ation of  the  cervix.  It  is  my  opinion  that  this  laceration  is  the 
starting  point  of  metritis,  and  that  it  would  be  more  correct  to 
recognize  as  parenchymatous  metritis  that  which  is  usually  called 
sub-involution.  Remember  that  the  mucus  membrane  covering 
the  neck  of  the  womb  contains  no  glands,  while  that  which  lines 
it  is  rich  in  them.  Hence  if  we  have  a  glandular  mucus  mem- 
bmnp  visible  about  the  os,  we  may  be  sure  that  we  have  an  ero- 
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fion,  an  ectropioD|  or  a  tarniDg  oat  of  the  lining  membrane  due 
to  a  cervical  laceration. 

We  will  now  examine  our  patient.  She  is  married/.twcnty- 
three  jears  old,  and  had  a  miscarriage  at  five  months^^brougbt 
about  by  a  fall,  which  had  the  effect  of  detaching  the  placenta, 
thus  making  the  foetus  a  foreign  body,  and  it  was  expelled.  At 
the  time  of  the  abortion  she  had  some  hemorrhage,  lasting  for 
two  days  and  then  disappearing.  Five  or  six  weeks  later  the 
hemorrhage  recurred.  Some  authors  estimate  the  puerperal  pe- 
riod at  six  weeks,  because  if  a  woman  is  not  nursing  her  child 
she  is  likely  to  have  a  discharge  for  that  period.  This  woman 
says  that  she  had  milk  fever,  and  in  this  connection  I  will  say 
that  there  is  almost  always  an  effort  at  lactation  made,  even 
though  the  abortion  may  occur  as  early  as  the  second^or  third 
month ;  therefore  you  must  not  be  surprised  (as  you  would  likely 
be  if  you  did  not  bear  this  in  mind)  when  your  patient,  who  has 
aborted,  asks  you  what  to  do  ^^for  the  milk.''  When]  this  hem- 
orrhage recurred  it  lasted  for  about  fourteen  days,  at  which  time 
something  (probably  a  remnant  of  the  placenta)  was  removed 
from  the  uterus.  Gerpaan  authorities  leave  nothing  for  nature, 
scrupulously  removing  every  thing  immediately  after  the  abor- 
tion. But  here  we  have  a  case  where,  for  six  weeks,  a  portion 
of  the  placenta  remained  without  septic  infection ;  but  it  may 
happen,  and  T  am  commencing  to  lean  more  toward  the  German 
teach] nc:  than  I  used  to.  The  French  do  not  agree  with  the 
Germans,  and  some  of  their  authors,  in  commenting  on  the  hab-> 
its  of  the  latter,  naively  say  that  it  must  be  a  very  complacent 
womb  that  will  not  resent  so  much  scraping.  If  there  is  an 
offensive  discharge  or  much  hemorrhage  I  would  say  remove 
every  thing.  Schroeder  even  goes  so  fitr  as  to  slit  up  the  cervi- 
cal canal  to  enable  him  to  thoroughly  empty  the  uterus.  Sea- 
tangle  tentg  take  too  much  time,  and  there  is  danger  of  infection 
from  sponge  tents.  Bather  than  slit  the  cervix  I  would  prefer 
to  use  Hagar's  dilators,  which  are  made  of  hard  rubber  and  ren- 
dered aseptic  by  carbolized  water  and  oil. 

This  patient  complains  also  of  pain  in  the  abdomen,  and  it 
harts  her  when  she  sits  down  on  a  hard  chair.  Examination  re- 
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veals  the  fact  that  the  nteroa  is  at  least  one  luch  too  long.  Ec- 
centric hypertrophy  is  a  sign  of  metritis,  the  cavity  is  large,  and 
there  is  actual  thickening  of  the  walls.  We  usually  have  leuoor- 
rhoea,  and  in  most  cases  menorrhagia.  If  you  could  remove 
Huch  a  uterus  you  would  find  engorgement  in  some  places  and 
anaemia  in  others.  In  the  early  stages  the  organ  is  universally 
congested,  but  later  it  becomes  stenosed  in  parts.  Menorrhagia 
is  most  common  when  the  mucus  membrane  is  involved.  We 
will  order  for  this  woman  hot  water  injections,  and  give  her  er- 
got and  nux  vomica,  but  the  greatest  relief  will  be  derived  from 
electricity.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  ulcerations  of  the  cervix, 
and  we  do  find  them  sometimes,  but  the  majority  of  the  lesions 
that  have  for  centuries  been  taken  for  ulcers  are  nothing  more 
than  hypertrophies  of  the  mucus  membrane. 


THE  KIDNEYS. 


BT 
W.   F.   GLENN,  M.D., 

ProfesMor  of  OenUo-  Urinary  Diseases  in  the  Medioai  DepartmenJb 
of  the  University  of  Tennessse. 


No  practitioner  passes  many  days,  or  seldom  many  hours, 
without  being  called  upon  to  prescribe  for  some  real  or  imaginary 
disease  of  the  kidneys.  While  such  serious  disorders  as  diabetes 
and  Brights'  disease,  in  which  these  organs  are  fatally  involved, 
are  occasionally  met  with,  they  are  few  as  compared  with  the 
many  minor  affections,  not  only  of  the  kidneys  themselves,  but 
of  all  parts  of  the  genito-urinary  tract.  Catarrh  of  the  kidney, 
ureter,  bladder  or  urethra,  irritations  and  congestions  of  the 
various  parts  of  the  urinary  apparatus,  are  as  common  as  bad 
colds.  What  is  more  frequent  than  patients  complaining  of  pain 
in  the  back,  in  the  region  of  the  kidneys,  with  or  without  a  scant 
flow  of  urine,  or  a  burning  sensation  in  the  neck  of  the  bladder 
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or  urethra  on  voiding  urine^  and  numbers  of  other  similar  ail- 
ments. In  all  forms  of  functional  derangement  of  these  impor- 
tant excretory  organs  the  administration  of  a  gentle  but  effective 
diuretic  generally  affords  relief.  Where  an  analysis  of  urine 
proves  the  absence  of  elements  that  would  indicate  serious  organic 
lesions  it  is  a  safe,  and  in  fact  a  proper  course^  to  use  a  remedy 
that  will  stimulate  to  gentle  action  the  cells  of  the  kidneys^ 
thereby  increasing  the  watery  portions  of  the  urine.  Such  a 
course  will  rarely  fail  to  affect  a  cure. 

For  this  purpose  there  is  nothing  superior  to  buchu^  juniper, 
acetate  of  potash,  corn  silk  and  digitalis.  The  action  of  many 
of  this  class  of  remedies,  such  as  corn  silk,  juniper,  eucalyptus, 
etc.,  have  a  more  or  less  specific  influence  on  bladder  and  urethral 
irritations  and  inflammations. 

Some  years  since  my  attention  was  attracted  to  a  remedy  styled 
Wayne^s  Diuretic  Elixir,  which,  upon  examination,  I  found  to 
be  a  combination  of  acetate  of  potash,  juniper  and  buchu,  pre- 
pared in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  be  unpleasant,  but  rather 
agreeable  to  the  taste  and  accurate  in  its  proportions.  Being 
easier  to  prescribe  and  by  far  more  pleasant  to  the  patient  than 
the  same  remedies  freshly  mixed  in  the  drug-store,  I  began  to 
use  it  in  all  irritations  of  the  kidneys,  bladder,  urethra  and  pros- 
tate gland,  and  have  found  it  to  meet  every  indication.  Now, 
when  I  desire  a  mild  diruetic  effect  continued  for  some  time,  I 
rarely  depart  from  this  mixture.  Prof.  Deering  J.  Roberts, 
Surgeon  to  the  State  Prison,  has  been  using  it  largely  of  late  at 
the  hospital  of  that  institution,  and  reports  it  perfectly  satisfac- 
tory. Numbers  of  others  of  my  medical  brethren,  to  whom  I 
have  suggested  its  use,  have  reported  it  thoroughly  satisfactory. 
Case  after  case  taken  from  my  own  and  from  others  record  books, 
could  be  cited  to  show  its  satisfactory  effects,  but  that  is  hardly 
necessary.  While  Wayne^s  Elixir  is  a  proprietary  medicine,  and 
while  I  am  not  an  advocate  of  the  wholesale  use  of  all  the  various 
preparations  that  are  now  crowded  upon  us,  at  the  same  time, 
afler  thoroughly  testing  this  one  for  some  years,  I  feel  that  it 
will  not  be  amiss  to  present  its  virtues  to  the  profession.  Not 
for  any  new  virtues  that  its  ingredients  may  possess,  for  they 
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have  been^understood  for  many  years,  but  because  of  its  careful 
preparation^and  pleasant  taste,  and  thereby  ready  utility.  From 
the  very  highly  satisfactory  results  obtained  by  me  for  the  past 
five  years,  I  am  sure  its  use  will  be  attended  with  no  disappoint- 
ment or  regret. 


S^h^tion$. 


Amputation  of  the  Knee-joint  by  Disabticulaton  ; 
WITH  Remabks  on  Amputation  of  the  Leg  by  Latebal 
Flaps. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical 
Society,  December  6,  Mr.  Thomas  Bryant  read  a  paper  on  this 
subject,  which  he  commenced  by  saying  that  the  operation  of  re- 
moval of  the  leg  b}  disarticulation  at  the  knee-joint  was  first 
practised  in  England  by  Mr.  8.  Lane,  and  had  been  advocated  by 
Messrs.  G.  D.  Pollock,  Pick,  Stephen  Smith,  Markoe,  Brinton, 
Staples,  and  himself.  It  was  still  regarded  with  some  suspicion 
and  not  frequently  resorted  to,  amputation  through  (or  just  above) 
the  condyles  being  generally  preferred.  The  operation  by  disar- 
ticulation required  for  its  success  the  disease  or  injury  should  be 
confined  to  the  leg,  the  condyles  of  the  femur  uninvolved  or  very 
slightly  afiected,  and  sufficiency  of  healthy  soft  parts  below  the 
knee  for  the  formation  of  a  good  flap.  If  these  conditions  were 
not  present  some  other  method  of  amputation  would  have  to  be 
adopted.  The  author  gave  tables  of  his  thirty  cases,  with  the 
results.  Where  there  was  no  sloughing,  no  trouble  was  experi- 
enced with  the  articular  cartilage  on  the  condyles  of  the  femur, 
and  after  healing  the  sofl  parts  moved  freely  over  the  end  of  the 
femur.  The  cicatrix  was  always  placed  well  behind  the  femur. 
The  patella  was  preserved,  its  removal  being  found  to  be  quite 
unnecessary.  The  steps  of  the  operation,  after  three  di£ferent 
methods,  were  then  described,  viz. :  that  of  Pollock  by  the  long 
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anterior  flap,  Piok^s  plan  by  lateral  flaps,  and  Stephen  Smith's 
method  by  lateral  hooded  flaps;  and  illustrations  of  the  steps  of 
the  latter  operation  were  shown.  The  author  endorsed  com- 
pletely the  remarks  of  the  American  surgeon  upon  the  value  of 
this  method  of  procedure,  and  strongly  urged  its  application  to 
cases  of  amputation  in  the  leg  also.  The  muscle  substance  was 
generally  included  in  the  flap  in  thin  subjects,  but  not  in  others. 
The  resulting  stumps  in  the  leg  thereby  obtained  were  excellent. 
The  method  of  Stephen  Smith  for  amputation  at  the  knee-joint 
was  to  be  preferred  to  either  of  the  two  other  plans  already  men- 
tioned, as  it  gave  a  better  covering  to  the  condyles  of  the  femur, 
and  the  flaps  were  less  prone  to  slough  than  in  the  long  anterior 
flap  of  Pollock.  One  case  in  five  of  the  former  sloughed,  and 
rather  more  than  half  of  the  latter  class  of  cases.  Smith's 
method  also  placed  the  the  cicatrix  entirely  behind  the  condyles 
and  out  of  harm's  way,  whereas  by  Pick's  method  the  cicatrix 
came  to  lie  in  the  inter-condyloid  notch.  Moreover,  Smith's  plan 
permitted  no  bagging  of  fluids,  the  stump  being  in  the  position 
for  drainage.  The  author  advocated  the  leaving  of  the  semilunar 
cartilages  in  situ,  as  of  great  advantage  to  the  case,  the  soft  parts 
being  thereby  all  held  well  in  place  and  the  fascial  relation  pre- 
served. Dr.  Brinton,  as  early  as  1872,  had  advised  this  point  of 
practice.  Finally,  the  author  summarized  the  advantages  of  this 
form  of  operation  over  amputation  through  the  thigh  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  (1)  The  lessened  shock  of  operation.  (2)  The 
lessened  section  of  tissues  and  the  non-exposure  of  the  muscular 
interspaces  of  the  thigh.  (  3  )  The  escape  from  the  necessity  of 
sawing  the  femur,  with  its  attendant  risks.  (  4  )  The  preserva- 
tion of  the  attachments  of  the  thigh  muscles,  and  consequently 
the  greater  mobility  of  the  stump.  (6)  The  useful  character  of 
the  resulting  stump. 

Mr.  Pick  was  glad  that  the  subject  had  been  brought  forward, 
for  he  felt  that  the  operation  was  still  unpopular,  and  that  prefer- 
ence was  given  to  cutting  through  the  femur,  with  its  attendant 
dangers.  He  preferred  lateral  flaps;  in  his  earlier  operations  he 
had  made  long  anterior  flaps,  and  sloughing  had  frequently  re- 
sulted ;  on  one  oocassion  he  had  practised  a  long  posterior  flap, 
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but  had  foand  that  it  dragged  upon  the  incision  during  repair. 
The  making  of  the  lateral  flaps  was  so,  to  speak,  an  accident, 
they  were  necessitated  by  the  condition  of  the  skin  in  a  traumatic 
case.  He  rather  disagreed  as  to  leaving  the  patella ;  he  thought 
that  it  was  liable  to  be  displaced,  and  that  it  might  interfere  with 
the  fitting  of  an  artificial  limb. 

Mr.  Marsh  commented  on  the  leaving  of  the  articular  cartilage; 
it  was  not  only  not  followed  by  any  untoward  results,  but  it 
seemed  to  act  in  some  measure  as  a  barrier  against  absorption  of 
wound  products.  He  did  not  think  that  any  strong  prejudice 
against  this  operation  existed  at  St.  Bartholomew's.  It  was  very 
important  to  cut  flaps  long  enough. 

Dr.  Hardie  (  Manchester)  spoke  in  favor  of  the  operation.  He 
had  read  a  paper  at  the  Liverpool  meeting  of  the  British  Medi- 
cal Association,  advocating  its  utility,  but  he  preferred  what  he 
there  called  the  "oblique  circular''  method.  He  said  there  was 
no  other  stump,  except  that  of  a  Syme's  operation,  which  could 
compare  with  it,  the  anatomical  conditions  being  just  those  favor- 
able for  a  good  result.  He  thought  the  circular  method  lessened 
the  chance  of  sloughing,  as  the  skin  flap  remained  a  single  piece. 
He  left  the  patella,  and  had  never  seen  harm  follow.  He  was 
favorably  struck  with  the  idea  of  leaving  the  semilunar  cartilage ; 
it  was  of  course  a  matter  of  great  moment  to  secure,  if  possible, 
primary  union. 

Mr.  Pollock  referred  to  the  question  of  leaving  the  patella ; 
there  were  decided  advantages,  less  dissection  was  needed,  and 
few  muscular  insertions;  he  had  never  seen  inconvenience  result, 
not  even  as  regarded  the  fixing  of  artificial  limbs;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  patients  walked  firmer,  and  with  less  throwing  of  the 
limb.  He  preferred  Dr.  Hardie's  flaps  to  the  lateral  one  advoca- 
ted by  Mr.  Pick. 

Mr.  Timothy  Holmes  agreed  that  the  results  were  very  excel- 
lent when  an  operation  was  successfully  carried  out,  but  the 
method  was  more  dangerous,  and  less  often  successful  than  am- 
putations of  the  thigh  done  in  any  one  way.  Such  flaps,  wherever 
and  however  obtained,  were  chiefly  skin,  and  there  was  danger  of 
their  sloughing.  He  approved  of  leaving  the  patella.  The  dan- 
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ger  of  leaviDg  a  surface  covered  with  cartilage  was  antiquated 
and  exaggerated.  Nevertheless,  the  operation  was  one  to  be  done 
sparinglj  and  only  after  very  mature  consideration.  The  plan  of 
leaving  the  semilunar  cartilages  was  a  great  improvement  on  the 
old  plan — Med.  limes  and  Gazette. 


A  Unique  Case  of  Fatal  Eab  Disease. — Deaths  from  cer- 
tain diseases  of  the  ear  have  long  been  recognized  by  otologists, 
though  this  knowledge  has  not  yet  reached  the  entire  medical 
profession.  Many  cases  are  on  record  of  death  attending  sup- 
purative inflammation  of  the  middle  sar,  either  acute  inflamma- 
tion in  the  mastoid  cells.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  suppurative 
process  extends  by  one  or  more  of  the  numerous  tissues  which 
pass  through  the  bony  walls  separating  the  cavity  of  the  middle 
ear  and  the  cavity  of  the  mastoid  cells  from  the  brain  meninges^ 
etc.,  etc. 

Doubtless  many  cases  of  meningitis  have  had  such  an  origin 
and  yet  been  unrecoonized  by  the  medical  attendant.  The  pos- 
sibility of  dea^h  from  meningitis  should  be  in  the  thoughts  of 
every  person  having  charge  of  a  suppurating  ear,  whether  it  be 
middle  ear  or  mastoid  cells.  In  this  aspect  diseases  of  the  ear 
have  a  weightier  significance  than  those  of  the  eye.  Rarely  do 
diseases  of  the  eye  end  in  death. 

But  our  purpose  is  not  to  discuss  so  much  as  to  describe  a  seem- 
ingly unique  form  of  danger  to  life  from  ear  diseases.  Heretofore 
circumscribed  abscesses  were  regarded  by  the  otologists  quite  as 
harmless  as  a  boil  on  the  finger  or  face.  But  Dr.  Charles  J. 
Eipp,  of  N«  J.  (  TVanmctiona  of  the  American  Otohgical  Society^ 
1885),  reports  a  case  in  which  a  circumscribed  inflammation  of 
the  external  portion  of  the  external  ear  was  followed  by  menin- 
gitis and  death.  The  case  was  a  married  lady  twenty-eight  years 
old,  and  in  so  far  as  the  report  indicates  of  general  good  consti- 
tution and  health.  Seven  months  before  her  death  the  doctor 
saw  her  for  the  treatment  of  a  circumscribed  abscess  of  the  left 
ear.      She  readily  recovered  from  this,  and  no  disease  was  obser- 
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ved  in  either  middle  ear.  About  seven  months  later  he  was  cal- 
led to  see  the  same  patient  for  a  similar  ciroamscribed  abscess  in 
the  lefl  ear.  She  had  been  confined  in  a  normal  manner  some 
days  previously. 

All  the  symptoms  pointed  to  a  simple  circumscribed  inflamma- 
tion of  the  outer  portion  of  the  external  ear.  Nor  did  there  ap- 
pear afterwards  while  she  lived,  i  r  after  her  death,  any  inflam- 
mation of  the  middle  ear,  Deep  seated  pain  was  the  only 
evidence  of  the  meningitis  which  followed  and  caused  death . 
twenty-two  days  after  the  doctor  first  saw  her.  The  autopsy  re- 
vealed intense  inflammation  over  the  entire  arachnoid  and  pia- 
mater.  A  thick  accummulation  of  pus  was  found  at  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  cerebellum,  as  it  rests  upon  the  posterior  portion 
of  the  temporal  bone.  The  left  auditory  and  facial  nerves  were 
completely  embedded  in  pus.  Pus  was  mingled  with  the  cerebro- 
spinal fluid  surrounding  the  medulla  oblongata.  An  abscess  the 
size  of  a  bean  was  found  in  the  anterior  border  of  the  left  lobe 
of  the  cerebellum  close  to  its  junction  with  the  pons.  Lymph 
surrounded  the  optic  commissure  and  third  nerve.  The  mastoid 
cells  were  filled  with  purulent  fiuid.  The  middle  ear  contained 
only  a  thin  exudation.  Nor  were  any  evidences  found  of  inflam- 
mation old  or  recent  in  the  same  cavity. 

Thus  it  appears  that  there  were  none  of  the  objective  signs  of - 
abscess  of  the  mastoid  cells,  as  those  would  have  been  readily 
detected  by  sueh  a  skilful  observer  as  Dr.  Kipp.  The  relation- 
ship between  the  abscess  of  the  external  ear  and  mastoid  disease 
is  also  a  matter  of  unusual  interest.  It  could  not  be  determined 
whether  the  abscess  of  the  mastoid  was  primary  or  secondary. 

To  specialists  at  least,  circumscribed  abscesses  of  the  external 
ear  will  have  a  different  significance.  Any  thoughtful  reader  of 
the  report  will  be  impressed  with  the  possible  dangers  to  life  as 
well  as  hearing  connected  even'  with  the  so-called  simple  aural 
affections.  Possibly  all  will  be  incited  to  a  more  diligent  study 
of  every  case  committed  to  our  care. — Ame^ioan  Lancet. 
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The  Treatment  of  Varicjose  Veins. — I  noticed  in  the 
Gazette  of  November  16,  an  abstract  of  an  article  published  in 
the  Britssh  Medical  Journal^  by  Dr.  J.  F.  Frye,  advocating  the 
removal  of  a  section  of  the  varicose  vein  in  varix  of  the  leg 

I  believe  that  I  have  found  a  "  more  excellent  way ''  of  treat- 
ing this  very  troublesome  disease^  and  I  feel  disposed  to  furnish 
a  brief  account  of  the  method  ot  operation  and  treatment  which 
I  have  practised  for  forty-eight  years  in  varix  of  the  leg,  and  the 
results  of  the  same. 

Up  to  the  time  of  my  graduation  but  little  had  been  done  in 
the  treatment  of  this  disease,  except  to  palliate  the  sufferings  oi 
the  unfortunate  patient  by  the  elastic  stocking  or  .bandage,  and 
make  an  effort  to  heal  up  the  ulcers  which  usually  accompany 
this  affection  of  the  veins.  The  surgeon  was  not  able  from  any- 
thing he  had  read  or  heard  to  hold  out  any  promise  of  a  cure  of 
this  disease. 

Attempts  for  the  occlusion^  or  rather  the  obliteration,  of  the 
diseased  veins  were  made  by  pins  and  caustic,  because  something 
must  be  done  to  pacify  the  patient  and  make  him  reconciled  to 
his  lot.  In  view  of  this  dubious  state  of  surgical  science  upon 
this  subject,  I  was  led  to  inquire  what  was  the  objective-point  to 
be  reached  in  curing  this  diseased  state  of  the  veins.  My  con- 
clusion was  that  the  old  veins  that  had,  by  degrees,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  thinness  of  their  coats,  become  greatly  dilated  and 
over-distended  with  blood,  the  circulation  in  them  growing  slower 
as  they  grew  larger,  producing  heat  and  discomfort  in  the  limb, 
must  be  exchanged  for  new  ones,  the  blood  in  the  mean  time  being 
returned  in  the  deep-seated  veins. 

The  next  question,  of  course,  to  be  settled  was,  how  was  this 
important  metamorphosis  to  be  accomplished  ?  The  answer  to 
me  was  plain.  If  occlusion  or  obliteration  of  a  small  section  of 
the  veins,  as  has  been  the  object  of  those  who  had  inserted  pins, 
ligatures,  or  made  caustic  sores,  had  measurably  improved,  tem- 
porarily, the  condition  of  things, — if  a  little  ocdusion,  was  good, 
a  complete  occlusion  must  be  better,  if  it  could  be  safely  accom- 
plished. And  the  entire  arrest  of  circulation  in  the  internal 
aaphenic  vein,  closing  all  of  its  tributary  branches  below  the 
28P 
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kuee  at  once,  seemed  to  me  to  be  the  way  to  accomplish  this  most 
desirable  purpose. 

Having  heard  the  venerable  surgeon.  Prof.  R.  D.  Mussey, 
M.D.,  in  one  of  his  lectures  upon  this  subject,  say  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  operation  of  ligating  the  saphenic  vein  was  a  feasible 
one,  I  was  determined  the  first  opportunity  I  should  have  to 
make  a  trial  of  its  operation.  And  it  was  not  long  after  I  com- 
menced practice  before  a  very  interesting  case  of  varix  presented 
for  my  treatment. 

A  Mr.  J.  M.,  of  Standish,  Me.,  about  45  years  old,  had  been 
greatly  afflicted  with  varix  of  the  left  leg,  which  is  the  one  most 
commonly  affected  where  only  one  limb  is  involved,  and  upon 
which  there  was  a  large  indolent  ulcer,  as  large  as  the  hand, 
having  existed  there  several  years. 

I  stated  to  the  patient  my  plan  for  the  cure  of  such  cases.  M. 
was  ready  to  trust  his  life  in  my  hands.  I  performed  the  opera- 
tion, which  I  had  carefully  planned,  and  which  I  will  soon  de- 
scribe. I  placed  the  patient  in  a  proper  position,  covered  the 
ulcer  upon  the  leg  with  simple  diachylon  plaster,  bandaged  the 
limb,  and  kept  the  patient  confined  to  his  bed  about  three  weeks ; 
when,  upon  removing  the  bandage,  the  aspect  of  the  limb  was  as 
natural  as  the  other,  the  ulcer  having  healed  entirely,  and  the 
new  and  perfect  veins  showed  themselves  when  the  foot  was  put 
upon  the  floor,  the  old  veins  being  entirely  obliterated.  By  the 
use  of  an  elastic  stocking,  which  I  always  recommend,  to  prevent 
the  new  veins  from  becoming  distended  and  tortuous  like  the  old 
ones,  he  lived  some  twenty-five  years  with  no  return  of  the 
disease. 

Although  I  have  had  several  cases  with  favorable  results,  I 
will  refer  to  but  one  other  case,  which  was,  I  may  say  a  bad  one. 

R.  v.,  an  elder  in  the  family  of  the  Shakers,  at  Lebanon,  N. 
Y.,  about  40  years  of  age,  came  to  me  with  varix  of  the  left  leg. 
The  veins  were  extremely  large,  the  saphenic  vein,  from  the  knee 
upward  to  its  emergence  into  the  groin,  being  as  large  as  a 
broom-stick. 

I  stated  to  the  patient  what  I  had  done,  then  several  times,  and 
the  results.    He  submitted  to  the  operation  and  treatment,  al- 
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though  warned  by  a  surgeon  in  a  college  in  the  State  that  it 
would  *•  kill  him.''  But  he  lived  through  the  operation,  had  a 
new  set  ot  veins,  and,  by  the  proper  support  of  the  leg,  he  has 
had  no  return  of  the  disease.  I  had  a  letter  from  him  eight 
years  after  the  operation,  and  he  reported  that  he  had  no  varicose 
veins  upon  his  leg. 

I  will  now,  as  briefly  as  I  can  and  make  myself  understood, 
describe  the  operation  and  treatment.  If  there  are  unhealthy 
ulcers  upon  the  affected  limb,  I  endeavor  to  improve  their  condi- 
tion so  as  to  show  a  healthy  state  of  granulation.  I  then  wash 
the  limb  with  some  antiseptic  mixture,  latterly  the  carbolic  solu- 
tion, and  apply  over  the  ulcer  a  diachylon  plaster.  The  next  step 
of  the  operation  is,  by  the  aid  of  the  right  thumb  and  forefinger 
of  an  assistant,  and  of  my  lefl,  to  pinch  up  the  integument 
directly  over  the  saphenous  vein  upon  the  inside  ot  the  knee, 
where  it  is  easily  found,  and  passing  a  bistoury  through  the  two 
folds  of  integument,  with  the  back  of  the  bistoury  towards  the 
vein,  cutting  from  within  outwards,  I  make  an  incision  about . 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  length,  which  will  bring  the  vein 
plainly  into  view.  I  then  pass  a  ligature  beneath  the  vein,  taking 
care  not  to  include  the  nerve  that  accompanies  the  vein,  but  do 
not  tie  the  vein  in  this  stage  of  the  proceedings.  I  then  raise  the 
foot  as  high  as  convenient  and  commence  the  application  of  a 
bandage,  which  I  apply  closely  upon  the  limb  from  the  toes  up 
to  the  knee,  forcing  the  return  of  the  blood  in  the  veins  as  much 
as  possible,  with  the  hands  in  advance  of  the  bandage.  When 
the  bandage  has  reached  the  knee,  I  tie  the  vein,  not  so  tight  as 
to  divide  its  coats,  but  simply  to  arrest  the  upward  movement  of 
the  blood  in  the  vein,  leaving  one  branch  of  the  li^^ture  out,  and 
the  wound  is  dressed  with  plaster.  I  then  keep  the  foot  and  leg 
raised  as  high  as  comfortable  to  the  patient,  and  keep  tbe  whole 
limb  wet  with  cold  water  with  the  carbolic  acid  solution,  with 
the  occasional  use  of  the  tincture  of  arnica  or  lobelia,  and  pay- 
ing particuliar  attention  to  the  state  of  the  wound,  which  to  the 
feel  is  somewhat  tender  and  slightly  inflamed.  After  the  ligature 
becomes  loosened,  I  cut  one  branch  and  remove  it,  as  there  is  no 
longer  any  need  of  it. 
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In  every  case  I  have  had,  the  patient  has  been  comfortable 
throughout  his  confinement,  having  no  fever,  swelling,  or  pain. 
I  have  given  internally,  after  a  few  days,  aconite,  Seidlitz  powders, 
etc.,  to  prevent  inflammation,  fever,  etc. — J.  Jf.  Buzzel,  M,  D.,  in 
The  Therapeutic  Gazette. 


Capital  Punishment.— While  the  question  of  how  to  render 
the  lawful  killing  of  a  murderer  painless,  has  been  occupying  a 
share  of  the  attention  of  physicians  and  other  philanthropists  in 
other  States,  it  has  little  or  no  interest  for  the  profession  of 
Michigan,  for  the  very  sufficient  reason  that  this  State  is  run  on 
the  theory  that  better  use  can  be  made  of  the  criminal  than  to 
kill  him.  Where  other  commonwealths  cause  his  sudden  death 
by  apnoea,  Michigan  preserves  his  life,  and  by  means  of  good 
food,  approved  sanitary  regulations,  and  properly-regulated  exer- 
cise, seeks  to  prolong  his  life,  so  that  he  shall  go  down  to  the 
grave  only  in  the  fulness  of  years.  The  latter  is  held  to  be  the 
method  most  in  harmony  with  the  humanitarianism  which  is  one 
of  the  direct  flowers  of  Christian  enlightenment. 

The  abolition  of  capitel  punishment  in  Michigan  was  efiected 
some  thirty  years  ago,  and  for  a  long  time  the  infrequency  of 
such  crimes  as  usually  have  the  death  penalty  attached,  was 
pointed  to  in  evidence  of  the  wisdom  of  the  more  advanced 
method  of  punishing  criminals.  Philanthropists  of  other  States 
were,  for  a  long  time,  wont  to  point  to  Michigan  in  their  argu- 
ment in  favor  of  a  method  of  treating  murderers  more  in  har- 
mony with  our  Christian  civilization  and  enlightenment.  It 
would  certainly  be  uncomplimentary  to  the  better  instincts  of 
humanity  were  such  arguments  to  receive  no  consideration,  and 
fortified  by  the  good  showing  for  a  number  of  years  made  by  this 
State,  the  naturally  repugnant  hangman  bade  fair  to  become  a 
relic  of  a  more  barbarous  age.  Unfortunately,  however  as  our 
population  became  greater  and  approached  in  the  complexity  of 
its  make-up  the  communities,  murder  because  more  frequent,  and 
this  frequency  has  continued  to  increase  in  a  ratio  out  of  propor- 
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tioD  to  the  popalatioD,  as  compared  with  that  of  other  StateSy 
until  at  the  present  time  Michigan  occupies  a  verj  unenviable 
position  in  this  direction.  The  number  and  the  atrocity  of  the 
murders  which  have  been  committed  within  her  borders  during 
the  past  three  or  four  years,  have  been  sufficiently  appalling  to 
raise  a  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  murderer  to 
live.  While,  doubtless,  all  argument  from  what  might  be  the 
moral  view  of  the  case,  as  well  perhaps,  as  from  the  economic, 
is  in  favor  of  keeping  him  in  confinement  and  compelling  him  to 
contribute  his  labor  to  the  community  for  the  remainder  of  his 
natural  life,  moral  and  economic  considerations  go  for  little  when 
it  comes  to  be  a  question  of  self-preservation.  Self-preservation 
is  the  first  law  of  nature,  and  when  life  itself  is  imperilled  in  any 
community  it  is  no  time  to  philosophize.  The  best  means  of 
averting  the  danger  is  what  must  be  adopted,  and  if  it  becomes 
necessary  to  kill  the  murderer  both  to  remove  the  danger  of  his 
further  crime  and  to  deter  others  by  the  example  thus  made  of 
him,  society  demands  that  he  be  killed. 

There  are,  doubtless,' such  things  as  epidemics  of  crime,  and 
when  the  psychological  condition  of  a  community  is  such  as  to 
encourage  the  spread,  we  do  not  believe,  in  the  case  of  the  homi- 
cidal impulse,  that  the  deterring  influence  of  confinement  in  com- 
fortable quarters,  with  an  abundance  of  food  and  the  chances  of 
escape  and  pardon,  is  sufficiently  strong  to  restrain  that  impulse. 
The  inhibitory  influence  of  the  will  over  passion  requires  stimu- 
lation at  times,  and  there  is  certainly  reason  to  fear  that  the  pros- 
pect of  anything  lese  stringent  in  the  way  of  punishment  for 
murder,  than  the  execution  of  the  perpetrator,  is  insufficient  to 
the  end.  The  substitution  of  the  death  penalty  for  imprisonment 
for  life  will  be  strongly  urged  at  the  next  meeting  of  our  State 
Iegi*«lature,  and  there  is  no  class  of  citizens  whose  views  on  the 
question  will  carry  so  much  weight  as  the  physicians.  It  will, 
therefore,  behoove  the  profession  to  give  the  matter  that  thought- 
ful consideration  which  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands. 
— Medical  Age. 
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8UPRA-PUBIC|LlTH0T0MY;  SUTURE  OP  THE  BLADDER- WOUND; 

Primary  Union. — At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Medical 
Society,  December  8,  1885,  Dr.  Pilcher  presented  a  man,  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  upon  whom,  two  weeks  ago  that  day,  he  had 
operated  for  the  removal  of  stone  from  the  bladder  by  the  supra- 
pubic method,  as  perfected  by  Peterson,  of  Kiel.  The  patient 
had  suffered  from  symptoms  of  stone  about  nine  years.  After 
etherization,  a  rubber  ball  having  been  introduced  into  the  rectum, 
it  was  distended  with  about  ten  ounces  of  water,  after  which 
nine  ounces  of  warm  solution  of  boric  acid  were  injected  into  the 
bladder  through  a  soft  rubber  catheter.  The  result  was  to  cause 
a  very  marked  protuberance  of  the  bladder  above  the  pubes,  and 
to  make  exposure  of  its  antero-superior  wall  by  incision  above  the 
symphysis  pubis  remarkably  easy.  The  wall  of  the  bladder  hav- 
ing been  exposed,  he  followed  the  suggestion  of  Von  Antal  of 
making  an  incision  first  through  the  muscular  wall  of  a  beveled 
shape,  so  as  to  increase  the  width  of  the  fresh  surfaces  afterward 
to  be  united  by  suture.  This  step  having  been  accomplished 
without  serious  inconvenience,  the  blue  color  of  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  bladder  could  be  plainly  seen  by  all  present  in 
the  operating-room  of  the  Post-Graduate  Medical  School,  where 
the  operation  was  performed.  Upon  the  incision  into  the  bladder 
being  completed,  the  stone  was  seized  and  removed  without  dif- 
ficulty. It  was  of  moderate  size,  weighing  two  hundred  and 
seven  grains  in  its  dry  state,  and  was  composed  of  a  nucleus  of 
uric  acid  with  an  external  layer  of  oxalate  of  lime,  principally 
with  some  triple  phosphates.  The  ease  with  which  the  interior  of 
the  bladder  could  be  inspected,  after  removal  of  the  stone,  was 
particularly  noteworthy.  The  posterior  wall  was  clearly  visible, 
and  the  whole  anterior  wall  was  easy  of  exploration.  The  cathe- 
ter, through  which  the  preliminary  injection  of  boric-acid  solution 
had  been  made,  was  lefl  in  situ,  to  insure  continuous  drainage  of 
the  urine;  the  wound  in  the  bladder  was  closed  at  seven  or  eight 
points  by  fine  silk  sutures  passing  through  only  the  muscular  and 
submucous  layers.  The  supra-jacent  musculo-tendinous  layer  was 
then  closed  by  a  running  catgut  suture,  and  the  subcutaneous 
tissues  was  brought  together  and  supported  with  three  hare-lip 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


SBLECnONS.  n 

pins,  and  finally  a  superficial  line  of  sntures  was  placed  through 
the  integumental  wound.  A  little  cotton,  sprinkled  with  iodo- 
form, was  laid  upon  the  wound,  and  the  man  was  put  to  bed  and 
did  perfectly  well.  The  catheter  was  removed  on  the  ninth 
day,  and  the  pins  wera  taken  out  the  day  following.  On  the 
eleventh  day  the  man  went  to  his  home,  permanent  primary 
union  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  wound  having  taken 
place  without  unpleasant  symptoms  of  any  kind.  It  was  now 
fourteen  days  since  the  oporation  had  been  performed. 

About  fifteen  month •§  ago  Dr.  Pilcher  had  advised  with  regard 
to  an  operation  in  the  case  of  a  child  ten  or  eleven  years  of  age, 
in  whom,  according  to  his  wish,  the  supra-pubic  method  was 
likewise  adopted.  The  operation  was  performed  by  Dr.  McPhail, 
at  the  Brooklyn  Orphan  Asylum.  In  that  case  no  attempt  was 
made  to  close  the  vesical  wound,  and  the  supra-pubic  wound  was 
left  to  granulate,  while  the  bladder  was  drained  by  a  pair  of 
drainage-tubes  passing  through  the  supra-pubic  wound  to  the 
base  of  the  bladder  and  outward  over  the  pubes  and  down  be- 
tween the  thighs,  after  the  method  of  Perrior.  The  progress  of 
the  case  was  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  expected ;  granulation 
took  place  and  the  wound  ultimately  healed,  the  patient  being 
discharged  cured  at  the  end  of  the  third  or  the  fourth  week. — 
Americcm  Praot.  and  News, 


Massive  Doses  of  Digitalis  in  Lobar  Pneumonia. — In 
the  hands  of  M.  Petrescu,  Professor  of  Therapeutics  at  Bucharest, 
{Proffr^  MidiccUe)  the  dosage  of  digitalis  has  been  carried  far 
beyond  the  limits  formally  recognised.  The  disease  under  treat- 
ment was  lobar  pneumonia,  occurring  in  one  lung  or  in  both,  in 
some  cases  uncomplicated,  in  others  associated  with  pleurisy. 
Some  of  the  cases  do  not  seem  to  have  been  severe  from  the  first, 
the  majority,  however,  were  so.  They  were  taken  in  hand  as  a 
rule  either  on  the  day  of  attack,  or  on  the  second  day  of  the 
disease.  It  is  also  to  be  noted  that  the  patients  were  soldiers  in 
hospital,  and  therefore  presumably  men  of  good  physique.  The 
use  of  large  doses  of  digitalis  in  pneumonia  is  not  novel.       M. 
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Germain  S6e  has  recommended  that  as  large  a  quantity  as  seven 
grains  of  the  leaves  he  administered  per  diem  in  such  cases. 
Hirtz  does  not  consider  eleven  to  fifteen  grains  too  much  to  em- 
ploy during  the  same  period,  and  gives  the  drug  in  a  large  quantity 
(100  parts)  of  sugar  water,  a  tablespoonful  of  the  mixture  being 
taken  hourly.  M.  Petrescu  claims  to  liave  exceeded,  without 
hurtful  effect  and  with  marked  benefit  to  the  patients,  all  tormer 
recorded  measures.  His  material  was  selected  from  various  drug 
stores,  in  order  to  avoid  the  risk  of  error  dependent  on  the  special 
qualities  of  any  given  sample,  and  his  jresults  are  briefly  stated 
as  follows,  viz : 

1.  The  duration  of  the  whole  attack  is  said  to  be  shortened, 
four  days  to  one  week. 

2.  Fever  is  strongly  controlled  and  progressively  diminished. 

3.  Sphygmographic  tracings  show  that  the  pulse  is  rapidly  and 
decidedly  slowed,  and  dicrotism  disappears  in  great  measure  and 
finally  altogether,  by  absorption  of  the  primarily  separate  dicrotic 
wave  into  the  descending  slope  of  the  main  pulse-wave.  A  regu- 
lar action  of  pulse  is  maintained,  as  is  also  the  arterial  tension 
from  first  to  last,  in  apparently  due  proportion  to  the  heart  action 
and  stage  of  the  disease.  Respirations  diminish  steadily  and 
gradually  in  frequency.  M.  Petrescu  accordingly  maintains  that 
the  doses  he  employs  represent  the  true  therapeutic  quantities  of 
this  drug  in  pneumonia;  that  only  when  so  given  can  its  anti- 
phlogistic action  be  relied  upon  ;  and  further  that  digitalis  alone 
has  been  able  to  reduce  the  mortality  from  pneumonia  to  a  mini- 
mum.— The  Practitioner. 


The  Therapeutic  Uses  op  Oxygen. — Oxygen  composes 
one-fifth  of  the  earth's  atmosphere,  one-half  of  the  earth's  crust, 
and  eight-ninths  of  the  water  of  the  globe.  It  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  daily  food,  the  adult  organism  using  about  two  pounds 
daily ;  over  two-thirds  of  a  quart  is  constantly  circulating  in  the 
blood,  and  it  is  the  most  potent  factor  in  the  processes  of  tissue, 
growth  and  change.  It  is  not  very  strange,  therefore,  that  oxygen 
should   be  thought  to  have  great  therapeutic   possibilities,  and 
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that  the  imagination  of  the  enthasiastic  should  at  times  be  carried 
away  by  apparent  evidences  of  its  potency. 

Oxygen  exists  in  three  forms :  the  nascent^  represented  by  O, 
the  ordinary  form,  0„  and  the  condensed  ozone  O2.  It  is  O, 
with  which  the  organism  has  ordinarily  to  do.  Oxygen  enters 
the  system  mainly  by  the  lungs.  It  is  absorbed  by  the  serum, 
and  then  is  quickly  taken  up  by  the  hemoglobin  of  the  blood- 
corpnacles  to  the  point  of  almost  complete  saturation,  i.  e.,  within 
nine-tenths  of  the  point  of  saturation.  The  oxygen  here  is  in 
the  form  of  ozone,  as  has  been  sometimes  asserted,  but  is  in  its 
neatral  form  (Os)  and  in  loose  combination  with  the  haemoglobin 
( Hoppe-Seyler  and  Pfluger).  The  oxygen  exists  to  the  extent 
of  about  seventeen  volumes  per  cent,  arterial  blood.  This  nor- 
mal proportion  cannot  readily  be  changed  by  any  safe  artificial 
methods.  The  inhalation  of  compressed  air,  or  pure  oxygen,  and 
the  practice  of  rapid  respiration,  may  perhaps  increase  the  volume 
per  cent,  a  trifle.  Regnault  and  Reist  have  shown  that  warm- 
blooded animals  in  an  atmosphere  of  pure  oxygen  do  not  absorb 
more  oxygen  or  excrete  more  carbronic  acid  gas  than  in  ordinary 
air,  and  P.  Bert  admits  that  ev«n  in  an  atmosphere  of  compressed 
air  there  is  only  a  slight  increase  in  the  per  cent,  of  oxygen  in 
the  blood. 

So  far  as  we  can  learn,  therefore,  all  careful  experiments  show 
that  in  healthy  and  warm-blooded  animals  the  inhalation  of  pure 
oxygen  causes  almost  no  increase  in  the  amount  of  oxygen  in  the 
blood.  This  amount  is  dependent  upon  another  factor,  i.  «.,  the 
amount  of  hsemoglobin  in  the  blood.  If  this  is  increased,  the 
oxygen  amount  is  increased  also,  and  in  the  same  ratio  the  per 
cent,  of  iron — ^a  fact  of  some  significance. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  Kossbach  and  Nothnagel  that  oxygen  in- 
haled in  any  manner  whatever  has  no  other  e£Fect  in  kind  than 
the  ordinary  air  supplied  in  extra  abundance. 

''Good,  pure  air,  free  from  injurious,  gaseous,  or  solid  impuri- 
ties, has  the  same  therapeutic  effects  as  the  inhalation  of  pure 
oxygen." 

Oxygen  has  been  recommended  for  a  large  number  of  diseases, 
e.  g.,  chronic  phthisis,   scrofula,  epilepsy,  diabetes,   neuralgias 
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ansemia,  asthma,  pneumonia^  asphyxiation,  poisoning  with  toxic 
gases,  intermittent  fever^  etc.  The  best  results  appear  to  have 
been  obtained  in  the  dyspnoea  of  pneumonia^  asthma,  in  asphyx- 
iation, gas-poisoning,  and  ansemia.  Its  value  in  chronic  disorders 
ot  nutrition  is  still  sub  judioe,  and  a  practical  objection  to  its  use 
is  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  administering  it  in  large  amounts 
for  a  considerable  period. 

We  cannot  quite  agree  with  the  somewhat  dogmatic  views  of 
Rossbach  and  Nothnagel,  that  the  therapeutic  use  of  oxygen  is 
without  a  physiological  basis.  It  is  possible  that  the  systematic, 
very  slight  increase  in  the  per  cent,  of  oxygen  in  the  blood, 
caused  by  inhaling  the  pure  gas,  may  give  an  impetus  to  the 
growth  of  hsemogloblin,  especially  when  that  substance  is  below 
the  normal  amount.  In  other  words,  oxygen  may  stimulate 
hsematosis  just  as  iron  is  believed  to  do. — Medical  Record, 


Treatment  of  Trifacial  Neuralgia  wpth  Hyperosmic 
Acid. — Neuber  was  the  first  to  treat  neuralgias  with  hyperosmic 
acid.  Instead  of  his  watery  solution,  which  has  the  disadvantage 
of  blackening  and  of  losing  its  medicinal  properties  in  three  or 
four  days,  we  note  that  Dr.  Schapiro  ( Archiv,  Gener.  de  Med., 
November,  1885)  has  recommended  the  following  mixture: 

B.     Acidi  osmici 1  part. 

GlycerinflB  (chemically  pure) 40  parts. 

Aquse  distill 60  parts. 

He  injects  five  drops  (containing  two  and  half  mgrm.  of  osmic 
acid)  of  this  solution  under  the  skin.  Later  this  is  increased 
to  six  mgrm. 

The  injections  made  loco  dolenti  occasion  exceptionally  an  ex- 
asperation of  the  pain  by  exciting  branches  of  the  trifacial  which 
previously  were  unaffected.  According  to  our  author,  the  specific 
action  of  hyperosmic  acid  upon  the  nervous  tissues  depends  pri- 
marily upon  a  cauterization  of  the  nerve-terminations,  and 
secondarily  upon  the  narcotic  action  of  the  drug. 

He  has  treated  eight  patients  (five  women  and  three  men  ),  all 
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safferins:  from  intense  facial  neuralgia  and  having  resisted  every 
other  treatment^  with  hyperosmic  acid^  and  experienced  only  a 
single  failure.  In  this  case  some  centeral  lesions  were  un- 
doubtedly at  the  bottom  of  the  affection.  About  twelve  injections 
sufficed  to  bring  about  a  complete  cure.  These  results  can  be  re- 
garded as  satisfactory,  and  certainly  invite  to  a  trial  of  the  drug 
in  trifacial  neuralgia. — Therapeutic  Gazette. 


Tbeatment  of  Cabbuncle. — Dr.  James  Collins,  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Academy  of  Surgery  stated  as  fol- 
lows: 

I  have  lately  treated  two  cases  of  carbuncle  on  the  back  of  the 
neck,  by  a  method  which  seems  to  have  some  advantages.  The 
patient  is  put  under  the  influence  of  an  anaesthetic  and  a  linear 
iucison  made.  I  then  take  a  scoop  and  remove  all  the  necrosed 
tissue,  and  wash  the  parts  thoroughly  with  antiseptic  solution  of 
mercuric  chloride.  I  then  put  a  drainage  tube,  and  insert  two 
stitches  to  bring  the  central  part  togeter.  Each  day  the  cavity 
is  thoroughly  washed  out  with  the  antiseptic  solution.  The 
patients  have  done  well,  and  the  cicatrix  has  been  less  than  after 
any  other  method  I  have  tried.  The  success  depends  upon  the 
removal  of  the  necrosed  tissue  and  the  use  of  the  antiseptic 
solution.        ^ 

Dr.  S.  W.  Gross  said :  The  plan  of  Dr.  Collins  is,  I  think, 
based  upon  proper  principles.  I  consider  it  far  the  best  operation 
yet  suggested.  By  scraping  away  all  the  dead  tissue  he  gets  rid 
of  micrococi  which  produce  putrefaction,  which  give  rise  to  the 
sloughs.  The  application  of  the  corrosive  sublimate  destroys  the 
micrococci  which  line  the  walls  of  the  cavity,  and  in  that  way 
removes  the  cause  of  the  disease. — Chicago  Med.  and  Surg.  Ex- 
aminer. 


Small- Pox,  Choleba  and  Yellow  Feveb. — From  the  cir- 
c  ular  issued  from  the  office  of  the  National  Board  of  Health, 
dated^Dec.  30,  1685,  we  learn  that  during  November  and  Decem- 
ber, cases  of  small-pox  continued  to  occur  in  Montreal  and  its 
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vicinity^  and  two  cases  in  Toronto.  In  Europe  cases  of  the  same 
disease  have  been  reported  in  London,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Glasgow, 
Edinburgh,  Paris,  Bordeaux,  Rheims,  Antwerp,  Zurich,  Genoa, 
Leghorn,  Venice,  Prague,  Trieste,  Munich,  St.  Petersburg  and 
Warsaw.  Cases  and  deaths  from  cholera  are  reported  as  having 
occurred  in  Calcutta ;  in  Osaka  and  Kioga,  Japan ;  in  Navarra 
and  Zamora,  Spain ;  in  Finisterre,  France;  and  in  the  Provinces 
of  Palermo  and  Vinetia,  Italy.  Yellow  fever  is  mentioned  as 
existing  at  Havana  and  Caracas  only. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  contagium  of  small-pox  is  very  widely 
diffused  in  Europe  ;  and  though  steadily  diminishing,  is  still  de- 
stroying several  lives  each  week  in  Montreal  and  its  vicinity  on 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic;  while  just  enough  of  cholera  lingers  in 
Spain,  Italy  and  France  to  keep  the  essential  cause  from  becoming 
extinct  during  the  winter,  and  to  favor  its  increase  and  spread 
with  the  return  of  the  next  warm  season. — Jour.  Ameriean  Med. 
Aaso'n. 


CONVALLARIA    MULTIFLORA  IN    HEMORRHOIDS. — Dr.  J.  W. 

Hsimer  {Columbus  Med.  JoMrnaZ,  December,  1885)  has  used  a 
decoction  of  the  root  of  convallaria  multiflora  with  considerable 
success  in  the  internal  treatment  of  patients  suffering  from  piles. 
His  method  of  administration  was  to  boil  one  or  two  ounces  of 
the  root  in  a  pint  of  sweet  milk,  to  be  drunk  in  the  CQurse  of  a  few 
hours,  taking  about  two  ounces  at  a  time,  a  fresh  decoction  being 
made  every  day.  Dr.  Hamer  reports  six  cases,  in  four  of  which 
great  relief  was  obtained,  while  in  the  other  two  no  fair  test  was 
given  the  drug.  He  finds  it  acts  best  in  those  persons  who  have 
a  sluggish  condition  of  the  portal  system  and  have  frequent 
bilious  attacks.  He  believes  that  it  does  not  cure  hemorrhoids 
by  relieving  the  patient  of  constipation,  for  where  constipation 
was  found  it  still  existed  after  the  patients  were  cured,  but  that 
it  acts  by  restoring  tone  to  the  flaccid  condition  of  the  hemor- 
rhoidal veins.  The  drug  should  he  used  for  at  least  one  week 
before  stopping  its  use,  and  the  fresh  root  should  be  employed  in 
all  cases,  as  long  drying  it  appears  to  become  inert. — Therapeutic 
Oazette, 
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Acute  Inflammation  op  the  Knee  Joint. — In  a  report  on 
the  Progress  of  Orthopfledic  Surgery  and  Distases  of  the  Joints, 
by  Charles  T.  Poore,  M.D.,  in  *^^he  New  York  Medical  Journal^ 
occurs  the  following:  "  Mr.  Richard  Harwell  (Lancet)  advocates 
the  treatment  of  acute  inflammation  of  the  knee  joint  by  aspira- 
ting the  joint  in  the  following  way :  The  knee  is  firmly  enveloped, 
by  preference,  with  a  sufficiently  broad  band  of  elastic  webbing; 
or  an  ordinary  calico  bandage  will  answer  the  same  purpose,  care 
being  taken  to  leave  between  two  of  the  turns  a  little  interval  on 
the  inner  side  on  a  level  with  the  upper  margin  of  the  patella. 
At  this  point  a  tubular  needle  is  passed  into  the  joint.  The  fluid 
runs  away,  as  a  rule,  quite  easily,  and  often  better,  without  the 
aspirator  vacuum.  While  it  flows  the  hand  should  exercise  a 
little  pressure  on  the  patella,  eflectually  preventing  the  entrance 
of  air,  and  when,  the  flow  having  ceased,  the  needle  is  withdrawn, 
the  puncture  is  to  be  covered  with  sticking-plaster.  Pressure  by 
means  of  adhesive  plaster  must  then  be  applied,  and  the  limb 
placed  at  rest  for  a  few  days  upon  a  splint.  In  traumatic  oases 
the  fluid  is  deeply  stained  with  blood ;  in  non-traumatic  cases,  if 
the  evacuation  is  efiected  early,  the  liquid  is  quite  clear.  By  this 
procedure  the  pain  is  immediately  relieved,  the  temperature,  if  it 
has  been  high,  subsides  and  the  patient  is  well  in  from  ten  days 
to  a  fortnight.^' —  Weekly  Med,  Review. 


Plasmodium  Malabije. — In  Friedlaender's  Fortschriie  der 
Medicin  is  contained  an  original  article  by  Prof.  Marchiafava  and 
Dr.  Delli,  of  Rome,  describing  the  results  of  their  studies  on  the 
nature  of  malaria.  Their  work  was  conducted  for  six  weeks  in 
the  most  dreaded  section  of  the  Roman  Campagna.  As  a  result, 
something  truly  wonderful  has  been  found,  namely,  a  micro-or- 
ganism that  is  situated  within  the  red  blood  corpuscles  and  there 
leads  a  parasitical  life.  This  relation  to  the  red  blood  corpuscles 
is  an  absolute  novelty,  the  micro-organisms  that  have  been  so  far 
described  in  the  blood  being  suspended  in  the  plasma.  The  re- 
searches of  tbe  gentlemen  named  dispose  of  the  bacillus  of 
malaria  described  by  Klebs  and  Tommasi-Crudeli. 
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The  article  is  illustrated  with  cats  showing  the  changes  in 
form  that  the  plasmodia  andergo.  The  action  of  quinine  has 
been  found  to  be  that  of  immobilizing  the  parasite,  which  then 
is  cast  off  by  the^corpuscle  it  infected. —  Weekly  Med.  Review. 


Oxalate  ob  CERron  in  Dysentery. — Dr.  Benjamin  Pear- 
son^ of  Slippery  Rock^  Pennsylvania,  writes  as  follows : 

Reading,  in  your  Class- Room  Notes,  remarks  made  by  Prof. 
Bartholow,  on  Oxalate  ot  Cerium,  is  my  only  excuse  for  writing 
the  following  :  I  gave  an  infant  of  sixteen  months,  very  ill  with 
dysentery,  oxalate  of  cerium  to  quiet  the  stomach  and  relieve 
vomiting.  I  commenced  with  one-half  a  grain  every  two  hours, 
giving  it  night  and  day,  and  increased  rapidly  to  seven  and  one- 
half  grains  in  three  days  after,  and  continued  that  dose  for  two 
weeks  without  seeing  any  injurious  results  therefrom.  I  also 
used  laudanum  injection  in  conjunction.  By  these  two  remedies 
the  child  was  cured,  having  taken  1260  grains  in  two  weeks. — 
College  and  Clinical  Record. 


HUCHARD^S   HEMOSTATIC  PiLLS. — 

R,     Ergotine — 

Quin.  sulph aa  gr.  xxx 

Digitalis  pulv 

Ext.  hyoscyama aa  gr.  iii. 

M.    Ft.  pil.  No.  XX. 
Sig. — Five  to  eight  pills  daily. — U  Union  Mldioale. 


Bacteria. — The  great  question  at  present  to  be  settled  is,  says 
Dr.  Loomis  in  his  recent  lecture  on  bacteriology,  whether  we  are 
about  discovering  the  ultimate  cause  of  many  hitherto  ob- 
scure pathological  states,  or  whether  these  microbes  are  only  bac- 
teria of  health  taking  advantage  of  diminished  vitality  to  de- 
velope  with  increased  rapidity — whether  they  are  the  cause  or  the 
scavengers  of  disease. — American  Lancet. 
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Aktipybine  in  Bheuhatism. — Dr.  Immerman  has  found 
aDtipyrine  a  most  eflBcient  remedy  in  acute  and  masked  articular 
rheumatism.  He  states  that  it  not  only  reduces  the  temperature^ 
but  also  exerts  a  specific  action  on  the  joint  manifestations.  In 
one  case  of  masked  rheumatism  of  the  trifacial  nerve  a  perma- 
nent cure  followed  the  exhibition  of  only  one  drachm  of  the 
remedy. — Med.  Record, 


A  whiter  on  medical  education,  in  the  last  number  of  the 
Popular  Seience  Monthly,  commenting  on  the  popular  interest  in 
medical  topics,  fostered  by  medical  bulletins  from  the  sick-beds 
of  great  men,  and  especially  on  the  fascination  which  the  germ 
theory  seems  to  have  for  everybody  at  the  present  time,  remarks 
that  in  the  wilds  of  the  West  a  cow-boy  recently  shot  another 
for  calling  him  a  d— d  microbe. — Boston  Med.  and  8urg.  Journal. 


Treatment  op  Sprains. — M.  Marc  Sie  endeavors  to  fulfill 
the  two  indications  of  provoking  absorption  and  favuring  cicatri- 
zation in  the  injured  joint,  by  applying  firmly  an  India-rubber 
bandage  over  the  articulation,  taking  care  to  protect  the  long 
protuberances  with  a  layer  of  cotton- wool.  It  should  not  be  applied 
so  tightly  as  to  cause  pain.  The  elastic  bandage  causes  resorp- 
tion and  keeps  the  part  immovable. — Z'  Union  Med.  du  Canada. 


New  Hemostatic  Agent. — Dr.  Spaak  employs  two  parts  of 
chloroform  to'  200  parts  of  water  as  a  hemostatic  in  operations 
on  the  mouth  and  throat,  and  claims  that  patients  thus  treated 
suffer  but  slight  hsemorrhage.  He  also  uses  the  chloroform  water 
as  a  spray  afler  excision  of  the  tonsils.  This  chloroform  water 
seems  to  close  the  open  mouths  of  all  small  blood  vessels  in- 
stantly.—^oumoZ  de  Medicine^  Brussels,  Belgium. 
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The  manuscript  of  the  third  medical  volume  of  The  MediecU 
and  Surgical  History  of  the  War,  and  the  last  of  the  series^  is 
now  well  advanced  toward  completion ;  its  earliest  forms  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  printer.  The  work  will  probably  be  ready  for 
issue  during  the  coming  winter. 


The  Germans  have  nearly  stamped  out  small-pox.  In  the 
years  1870-1874  the  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  per  100,- 
000  inhabitants  in  London,  Paris,  Vienna,  Prague,  and  St. 
Petersburg  was  101-05.  In  Berlin,  Breslau,  Hamburg,  Munich, 
and  Dresden  during  the  same  period  it  was  but  1-44. — National 
Druggist. 


Pomade  of  Dr.  Julien's  for  Pruritus  Vulv-e. — 
R.     Zinci  oxidi 25  grammes. 

Acidi  salicylici 1  gramme. 

Glycerini  amyli 25  grammes. 

Sig. — Apply  as  needed. — Phila.  Med.  Times. 


-♦- 


A  PIOUS  citizen  of  Bufialo  proposes  to  chain  a  Bible  to  each 
telephone  in  the  country,  so  that  while  waiting  for  replies,  the 
telephoners  will  have  something  to  read  of  a  nature  to  repress 
profanity. — Ex. 


»♦» 


One  by  one  are  the  dear  old  remedies  displaced  by  modern 
science.  The  so-called  rattlesnake  weed  has  supplanted  whisky 
as  a  cure  for  snake  bites  and  there  is  no  longer  any  temptation 
to  stroll  in  the  fields. — Am.  Pharmacist. 


Hypodermic  injection  of  pilocarpine  is  said  to  be  a  sure  anti- 
dote to  poisoning  from  stramonium  or  its  alkaloid,  daturine. — 
LouispiUe  Med,  News. 
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I^Bvi^wB  Httd  §aah  ^atices. 


The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  By  John  Ash- 
hurst,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Children's  Hospital,  Con- 
sulting Surgeon  to  the  Woman's  Hospital,  to  St.  Christopher's 
Hospital,  and  to  the  Hospital  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  etc.  Fourth 
edition.  Enlarged  and  thoroughly  revised,  with  597  illustrations, 
8  vo.,  leather,  pp.  1,118.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
Philadelphia.     1885. 

This  work  needs  no  commendation  at  our  hands.  Previoas 
editions  established  for  it  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  complete^ 
thorough  and  reliable  treatise  on  Surgery,  which  is  fally  main- 
tained in  the  fourth  edition.  The  profession  has  already  placed 
a  satisfactory  estimate  on  the  work  by  exhausting  the  three  pre- 
ceding editions  in  a  very  short  space  of  time. 

The  object  of  the  work  is,  as  its  title  indicates,  to  present,  in 
as  concise  a  manner  as  may  be  compatible  with  clearness,  a  con- 
densed but  comprehensive  description  of  the  modes  of  practice 
now  generally  adopted  in  the  treatment  of  surgical  affections, 
with  a  plain  exposition  of  the  principles  upon  which  they  are 
based. 

In  revising  the  work  for  a  fourth  edition,  the  author  has  spared 
no  pains  to  render  it  worthy  of  a  continuance  ot  the  favor  with 
which  it  has  hitherto  been  received,  by  incorporating  in  it  an 
account  of  the  more  important  recent  observations  in  surgical 
science,  and  of  such  novelties  in  surgical  practice  as  have  seemed 
to  him  to  be  really  improvements;  and  by  making  such  changes 
as  have  been  suggested  to  him  by  his  enlarged  personal  expe- 
rience as  a  clinical  teacher  and  hospital  surgeon. 

In  regard  to  the  very  important  subject  of  ansathesia,  the  author 
states  his  preference,  and  of  late  years,  his  exclusive  reliance 
3S.P. 
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upon  ether.  We  regret  that  he  dismisses  Dr.  Crawford  Long's 
claim  of  priority  in  its  use  so  summarily — stating  in  a  foot  note 
that  the  evidence  to  sustain  said  claim  is,  to  him,  quite  incon* 
elusive.  We  also  think  that  Dr.  Packard's  suggestion  of  *'  pri- 
mary  annsthesia/'  and  Hewson's  '^  analgesia  '^  deserving  of  more 
extended  notice. 

There  are  other  minor  points  of  objection,  but  as  no  work  on 

surgery  yet  written  can  claim  perfection,  an:l  as  eacL  ?.uthor  with 

\whom  we  may  differ  is  entitled  to  his  opinions,  and  as  our  space 

precludes  a  more  extended  notice,  we  pass  them  over  without 

further  criticism. 

The  press-work,  paper,  binding  and  mechanical  execution  of 
the  work  are  most  excellent. 

Diseases  of  the  Lungs  (of  a  Specific,  not  Tuberculous  Nature) : 
Acute  Bronchitis,  Infectious  Pneumonia,  Gangrene,  Syphilis, 
Cancer  and  Hydatid  of  the  Lungs.  By  Prof.  Germain  See, 
Member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Member  of  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine,  Physician  to  Hotel  Dieu,  Paris,  France.  Translated 
by  E.  P.  HuRD,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  etc.,  etc.,  with  Appendices  by  G50.  M.  Sternberg, 
M.D.,  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  and  Prof.  Dujardin  Beaumetz, 
Member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Physician  to  the  Hospital 
Cochin,  Paris,  etc.,  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  398.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
Publishers,  56  and  58  Lafayette  Place,  New  York,  N.  Y.     1885. 

In  the  November  number  of  their  very  valuable  and  now 
standard  library,  Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.  place  before  their  sub- 
scribers this  most  excellent  treatise  of  Prof.  Germain  S6e.  This 
distinguished  author,  in  his  introduction,  very  clearly  indicated 
the  character  of  his  treatise.     We  quote  it  as  follows : 

''  The  specificityps  the  result  of  but  one  cause,  a  living  agent, 
parasitic  or  virulent,  and  is  the  characteristic  not  only  of  tuber- 
culosis (which  is  bacillary  in  its  origin),  but  also  of  the  greater 
part  of  tha  acute  broncho- pulmonary  diseases,  particularly  certain 
bronchites,  the  pneumonia,  and  gangrenous  affections  of  the  lungs, 
which  form  a  first  series,  easy  to  define  and  justify.  Certain 
chronic  diseases  have  the  same  distinctive  quality;  these   are 
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STphiliSy  the  verminoas  affections  and  caDcers,  which^  without 
being  virulent,  are  at  least  anto-infectious/' 

Being  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  parasitic  doctrine^  he  has  en- 
deavored to  supply  the  same  data  to  the  elucidation  of  the  prob- 
lem of  treatment. 

Appendix  A.,  by  Dr.  Sternberg,  on  the  Pneumonia*Coccus  of 
Friedlander ;  and  Appendix  B.,  by  Prof.  Dujardin  Beaumetz,  on 
Bacteria,  are  quite  in  keeping  with  the  advanced  ideas  of  Prof. 
8fe. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood.  By  J. 
Lewis  Smith,  M.D.,  Clinical  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children 
in  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  Physician  to  the  Charity 
Hospital,  to  the  N.  Y.  Foundling  Asylum,  etc.,  etc.  Sixth  edi- 
tion. Thoroughly  revised,  with  40  illustrations.  8  vo.,  leather, 
pp.  870,     Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1886. 

It  is  entirely  a  work  of  supererogation  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  medical  profession  to  so  standard  and  well  known  a  work  as 
Smith  on  Diseases  of  Children.  It  is  recognized  throughout 
Aoierica  as  a  text-book  for  the  student^  and  a  work  of  reference 
for  the  general  practitioner.  We  only  deem  it  necessary  to  state 
that  in  this,  the  sixth  edition,  the  author  has  revised  the  text  to 
such  an  extent  that  a  considerable  part  of  the  book  may  be  con- 
sidered entirely  new,  such  thorough  revision  being  required  by 
the  advancement  of  our  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  children 
since  the  publication  of  the  preceding  edition.  Some  of  the  more 
important  subjects  have  been  entirely  re-written — such  as  cerebro- 
spiual  fever,  scarlet  fever,  true  croup  and  infantile  diarrhoea,  and 
the  treatment  of  many  of  the  diseases  has  been  revised. 

As  showing  the  aim  of  the  author,  we  quote  entire  his  preface 
to  the  fifth  edition,  feeling  no  hesitancy  in  assuring  our  readers 
of  its  most  successful  accomplishment: 

"The  constant  endeavor  of  the  author,  as  successive  editions  of 
this  treatise  have  been  called  for,  has  been  to  make  it  more  nse- 
fbl  to  the  medical  student  and  to  the  physician  in  his  daily  prac- 
tice. He  has  avoided  discussion  of  theories,  except  as  they  in- 
fluence practice,  while  be  has  devoted  more  space  to  the  thera- 
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peatics  of  the  varioas  diseases.  He  has  been  stimalated  to  this 
by  ooDstant  intercourse  with  physicians,  so  as  to  be  able  to  ap- 
preciate their  wants,  and  by  letters  of  inquiry  sent  by  physicians, 
which,  for  the  most  part,  relate  to  matters  of  treatment.'' 

A  Manual*'of  Microscopical  Technology.  By  Dr.  Carl  Fried- 
lander,  Lecturer  on  Pathological  Anatomy,  University  of  Ber- 
lin. Translated  by  Stephen  Yates  Howell,  M.A.,  M.D., 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  Publishers,  New  York. 
1885- 

The  several  editions  of  this  inestimable  work  have  succeeded 
one  another  very  rapidly,  showing  that  it  retains  great  favor 
with  the  student.  It  is  especially  adapted  for  ready  referenoe, 
the  arrangement  being  selected  with  reference  to  the  wants  of  the 
busy  practitioner.  To  give  something  of  an  idea  of  the  scope  of 
the  manual,  the  following  is  the  table  of  contents :  The  Micro- 
scope, Utensils,  Reagents,  The  Principles  and  Agents  Employed 
in  Staining,  Demonstration  of  Bacteria,  Observation  of  Livina: 
Tissues,  Examination  of  Fluids,  Koch's  Method  of  Staining 
dried  Preparations,  Significance  of  the  Tubercle,  Bacilli,  and 
Examination  of  the  Solid  Structures  of  the  Cadaver,  Extirpated 
Tumors,  etc. 

It  is  a  complete  and  convenient  little  book  of  practical  micro* 
scopy,  which  the  student  will  find  of  real  service,  and  to  which 
frequent  reference  can  be  made  with  advantage  when  he  is  sub- 
sequently brought  face  to  face  with  the  exigencies  of  daily 
practice. 

All  who  are  interested  in  microseopy  will  be  pleased  with  the 
design  and  execution  of  this  manual,  and  will  feel  under  obliga- 
tion to  the  author,  translator,  and  publishers  for  placing  so  vala- 
able  a  work  in  their  hands. 

Hand  Boor  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System.  By  James 
Ross,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  London,  Assistant  Physician  to 
Manchester  Royal  Infirmary.  184  illustrations.  8  vo.,  leather, 
pp.  723.     Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1885.  I 

This  is  a  most  excellent  book  for  students  and  for  those  en- 
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gaged  in  practice  who  have  scant  time  to  devote  to  lengthy 
treatises  or  special  monographs.  The  author  has  divided  the 
work  into  two  parts,  general  and  special.  In  the  former,  giving 
a  brief  but  comprehensive  outline  of  the  evolution  and  dissolu- 
tion of  nervous  structures  and  functions,  together  with  a  most 
excellent  chapter  on  the  general  principles  of  treatment. 

Id  the  special  part  the  work  is  most  thoroughly  practical^^he 
author  adopting,  so  far  as  possible,  a  clinical  classification,  so  ^at 
the  diseases  which  are  most  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  each  other 
will  be  found  in  immediate  proximity,  and  the  reader  can  thus 
note  the  various  features  which  differentiate  nervous  diseases 
dioictUy  allied.    . 

This  work,  so  happily  conceived  and  excellently  written,  can 
but  oofflmend  itself  to  every  thoughtful  reader;  and  the  plain, 
practical  teachings  of  tlie  author  will  be  readily  accepted  as  a 
forward  step  in  the  literature  of  nervous  diseases. 

The  beautiful,  clear,  large  type,  excellent  paper  and  general 
mechanical  execution  of  the  work,  show  that  no  pains  are  spared 
b;  the  well  known  publishing  house  of  Lea  to  secure  a  contin- 
nsDoe  of  the  confidence  so  justly  earned  by  their  accuracy  and 
perfect  finish  of  execution. 

Cldiatology  and  Mineral  Waters  of  the  United  States.  By 
A.  N.  Bell.,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Editor  of  The  Sanitarian^  Member  of 
the  A.  M.  Association,  A.  P.  H.  Association,  American  Clima- 
tological  Association,  Medical  Society  of  New  York,  Correspond- 
ing Member  of  the  Epidemiological  Society  of  London,  etc.,  etc. 
*8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  386.  William  Wood  &  Co.,  Publishers,  56  and . 
58  Lafayette  Place,  New  York.     1885. 

No  more  practical  treatise  on  a  most  important  subject  has  yet 
appeared,  than  the  very  excellent  volume  under  the  above  title^ 
\ff  the  distinguished  and  very  competent  editor  of  the  best  sani- 
tary periodical  of  the  age,  constituting  the  October  number  of 
Wood's  Standard  Library  for  1886. 

As  showing  the  character  of  the  work^  we  quote  entire  the 
aothoFs  very  modest  prefatory  introduction : 
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*'  It  has  been  my  effort  in  this  treatise  so  to  present  the  ascer- 
tained facts  in  regard  to  the  variety  of  climate  and  mineral  waters 
in  the  United  States  as  to  render  them  available  for  the  promo- 
tion of  health.  To  this  end,  wherever  I  have  not  myself  ob- 
served the  conditions  described,  I  have  used  the  observations  of 
others,  and,  for  the  most  part,  in  their  own  words,  without  re- 
gard to  any  preconceived  theory  of  relative  values;  that  what- 
ever may  be  the  difference  in  the  views  of  physicians  or  other 
persons  on  the  relative  value  of  different  climates  and  mineral 
waters  in  particular  cases,  or  for  the  promotion  of  health  in  gen- 
eral, the  work  will  be  equally  available  for  all,  with  regard  to 
the  data  of  any  given  place  or  climate,  or  mineral  waters  sought." 

Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  the  Brain  and  of  the  Spinal  Cord.  By 
W.  R.  Gowers,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Assistant  Professor  of  Clinical 
Medicine  in  University  College,  Physician  to  University  College 
Hospital,  and  to  the  National  Hospital  for  the  Paralyzed  and 
Epileptic.  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  293.  William  Wood  &  Co.,  Pub- 
lishers, 56  and  58  Lafayette  Place,  New  York.     1885. 

For  the  concluding  number  of  the  Standard  Library  for  1885, 
Messrs.  Wood  &  Co.  place  before  the  medical  public  the  very 
excellent  work  under  the  above  title,  consisting  of  the  lectures 
delivered  by  Dr.  Gowers  at  University  College  Hospital.  The 
account  given  of  the  diagnosis  of  the  nature  of  the  lesioui  con- 
tained in  the  concluding  lectures,  is  intended  to  impress  on  the 
student  the  methods  of  diagnosis  and  the  most  important  dis- 
tinction between  the  various  diseases,  than  to  furnish  an  ex- 
haustive description  of  these  distinctions,  and  will  enable  a 
correct  and  satisfactory  diagnosis  to  be  made  in  the  majority  of 
cases  that  the  student  or  practitioner  is  likely  to  encounter. 

Notwithstanding  the  high  character  and  excellence  attained  by 
the  series  of  Wood's  Standard  Library  in  previous  years,  the  now 
completed  edition  of  1885  will  do  more  to  add  to,  and  fully  sus- 
tain this  reputation  than  any  that  have  preceded  it.  A  most 
excellent  collection  of  valuable  and  useful  books,  and  at  a  mere 
nominal  cost. 
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Psychiatry.  A  Clinical  Treatise  on  Diseases  of  the  Fore-brain,  Based 
upon  a  Study  of  its  Structure,  Functions  and  Nutrition.  By  The- 
odore Meynert,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Nervous  Diseases  and  Chief 
of  the  Psychiatric  Clinic  in  Vienna.  Translated  (under  author- 
ity of  the  author)',by  B.  Sachs,  M.D.,  Instructor  in  Diseases  of 
the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  in  the  New  York  Polyclinic. 
Part  I.  The  Anatomy,  Physiology,  and  Chemistry  of  the  Brain. 
8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  285.  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  Publishers,  New 
York  and  London.     1885. 

This  is  truly  a  scientific  treatise  on  diseases  of  the  mind  by 
one  best  fitted  to  write  such  a  treatise.  Most  medical  men  have 
long  recognized  Prof.  Meynert  as  the  great  brain  anatomist,  and 
his  work  will  be  bailed  with  joy,  and  received  with  pleasure  by 
all  alienists  and  neurologists,  who  will  gather  much  valuable 
information  and  find  much  food  for  reflection  in  its  pages. 

The  five  divisions  of  the  work  consist  of,  1.  Structure  and 
Architecture  of  the  Brain.  2.  Minute  Anatomy  of  the  Brain. 
3.  Anatomical  Corollaries  and  Physiology  of  Cerebral  Architec- 
ture. 4.  Nutrition  of  the  Brain.  6.  Appendix — Mechanism  of 
Expression.  A  very  full  and  complete  index  closing  the  volume, 
which  is  gotten  up  in  most  excellent  and  unexceptional  style  by 
the  publishers. 

Manual  of  the  Diseases  of  Women,  being  a  concise  and  systematic 
exposition  of  the  theory  and  practice  of  gynaecology,  for  the  use 
of  students  and  practitioners.  By  Charles  H.  May,  M.D., 
late  House  Physician  to  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  New  York ;  Assis- 
tant to  the  Chair  of  Ophthalmology,  New  York  Polyclinic,  Clin- 
ical Assistant  Department  of  Ophthalmology,  Manhattan  Eye  and 
Ear  Hospital,  New  York.  12  mo.,  cloth,  pp.  357.  Lea  Brothers 
&  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1885. 

We  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  this  work,  or  that  its  use  will 
benefit  any  one  than  its  author,  and  we  question  if  he  will  not 
''pay  rather  too  much  for  his  whistle/^  even  though  it  may  ad- 
vertise him  as  an  author.  It  is  entirely  too  concise  and  too  brief 
for  so  important  a  subject,  and  is  more  calculated  to  mislead  than 
to  instruct.     We  can  find  but  little  in  it  that  is  not  contained  in 
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the  table  of  contents^  or  chapter  headings  ot  recent  works  on 
gynecology,  with  hare  and  there  a  brief  word  of  approval  or  dis- 
approval. Nor  do  we  see  the  propriety  of  parading  his  connec- 
tion with  another  specialty  on  the  title  page,  unless  the  author 
wishes  to  impress  on  the  future  gynecologist,  in  view  of  pros- 
pective damage  suits,  or  possible  personal  assault,  the  old  adage 
of  "  Mind  your  eye/* 

Essentials  of  Vaccination.  A  compilation  of  facts  relating  to 
vaccine  inoculation  and  its  influence  in  the  prevention  of  small- 
pox. By  W.  A.  Hardaway,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the 
Skin ^  in  the  Post-graduate  Faculty  of  the  Missouri  Medical  Col- 
lege, St.  Louis ;  Member  of  the  American  Dermatological  Asso- 
ciation ;  formerly  one  of  the  vaccine  physicians  to  the  city  of 
St.  Louis,  etc.  12  mo.,  cloth,  pp.  146.  J.  H.  Chambers  &  Co., 
Publishers,  St.  Louis,  Mo.     1886. 

This  very  excellent  little  volume,  while  not  a  comprehensive 
treatise  on  vaccination,  is  a  brief  but  careful  compilation  of  the 
more  essential  facts  relating  to  this  very  important  subject. 

After  giving  a  brief  history  of  the  subject,  the  author  discusses 
variola  in  animals,  nature  of  vaccine  in  the  ^imal  and  the  human 
subject,  abnormal  modifications  and  complications,  ro-vaccination, 
merits  of  different  kinds  of  virus,  methods  of  obtaining  and 
storing  virus,  the  operation  of  vaccinating,  and  concludes  with 
an  examination  of  the  objections  to  vaccination. 


^ditormL 


PENETRATING  WOUNDS  OF  THE  ABDOMEN. 

Among  the  many  progressive  suggestions  of  the  quite  recent  past,  we 
consider  but  few  of  more  real  practical  value  than  those  in  regard  to 
the  treatment  of  penetrating  wounds  of  the  abdomen.  Not  the  timid 
suggestion  Larrey  and  his  contemporaries,  though  considered  bold  at 
that  day,  although  consisting  only  of  enlarging  the  external  wound 
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barely  sufficient  to  find,  and  close  with  suture  the  wounded  gut;  but 
the  free  and  fuU  incision,  sufficiently  to  thoroughly  cleanse  the  perito- 
neal cavity  of  all  blood-clots,  escaped  intestinal  contents,  as  well  as  to 
secure  by  efficient  ligature  any  wounded  vessel,  and  to  carefully  ap- 
proximate— even  by  removal  of  a  section — and  appropriately  suture 
the  wounded  intestine.  The  developments  of  ovaritomy  have  shown 
conclusively  that  the  abdominal  cavity  can  be  opened  from  scrobiculis 
cordis  to  pubis,  its  serous  investment  mopped  and  sponged,  and  its 
adherent  surfaces  torn  apart,  coil  after  coil  of  intestine  elevated  en- 
tirely without  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  the  patient  yet  make  a  most 
satisfactory  recovery. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  history  of  the  two  last  wars  of  any 
magnitude  engaged  in  by  the  American  people — that  with  Mexico,  and 
the  late  civil  war — in  which  we  find  the  methods  of  treatment  varied 
but  little,  yet  the  results  showed  a  very  material  difference,  can  we  not 
see  that  there  was  a  most  urgent  necessity  for  a  decided  change  of 
methods  and  medicines.  In  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  old  smooth- 
bwed  gun  with  its  round  ball,  was  the  principal  weapon  of  destruction. 
In  the  war  between  the  States,  the  rifled  gun  and  the  conical  ball  had 
come  into  general  use — the  velocity  of  the  latter  far  exceeding  the 
former.  It  is  by  no  means  uncommon  to  find  among  the  Mexican 
veterans  yet  surviving  unequivocal  evidences  of  many  recoveries  from 
penetrating  wounds  of  the  abdomen,  while  the  surgical  history  of  the 
late  war  shows  about  80  per  cent  of  deaths  from  this  injury.  The 
missile  of  low  velocity  in  the  former  case,  even  though  it  had  force 
enough  to  penetrate  the  cavity,  in  nearly,  if  not  in  the  majority  of 
instances,  pushed  aside  the  intestines  with  their  partly  gaseous  con- 
tents, and  although  it  may  have  escaped  from  the  body,  did  so  without 
lacerating  or  destroying  the  continuity  of  the  gut,  merely  bruising  or 
slightly  abrading  it.  In  such  cases  we  can  readily  acknowledge  that 
the  expectant  and  palliative  method,  with  full  opiate  and  anodyne 
treatment,  and  spare  diet,  was  frequently  attended  with  a  satisfactory 
recovery. 

But  with  the  improvements  in  firearms,  explosives  of  greater  force, 
the  rifled  barrel  and  conical  ball,  moving  with  greatly  increased 
velocity,  when  the  bowel  was  touched,  whether  partly  filled  or  empty, 
it  was  in  nearly  every  instance  cut,  and  its  contents  permitted  to  escape 
into  the  abdominal  cavity,  and  the  palliative  and  expectant  method 
was  followed  by  a  naturally  heavy  mortality. 
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With  the  very  excellent  address  as  Chairman  of  the  Section  of  Sur- 
gery of  the  American  Medical  Association  at  the  Washington  meeting, 
by  Prof.  Charles  T.  Parkes,  M.D.,  of  Chicago,  in  which  a  very  in- 
teresting series  of  experiments  were  detailed,  followed  by  the  case  of 
Dr.  Bull,  of  New  York,  with  seven  perforations  of  the  intestine ;  and 
that  of  Dr.  John  B.  Hamilton,  Surgeon-General  of  the  Marine  Hospital 
Service,  with  eleven  perforations,  both  treated  by  laparotomy,  cleansing 
of  the  cavity  and  suturing  of  the  intestine,  and  a  number  of  other  fol- 
lowers along  the  same  line,  we  have  marked  another  most  important 
epoch  in  practical  surgery. 


OBITUARY— DR.  G.  W.  CURREY. 

The  numberless  friends  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Currey  will  regret  to  learn  of 
his  sudden  demise  at  his  late  residence,  at  the  corner  of  Church  and 
Spruce  streets,  on  the  morning  of  Jan.  25th.  He  had  been  sick  for 
eighteen  months,  and  bore  all  his  trials  with  heroic  fortitude.  It  was 
thought  by  many  that  he  would  recover,  but  he  had  lost  all  hope  of 
retaining  the  vigorous  life  he  had  steadily  maintained  for  the  past  sixty- 
three  years,  and  had  said,  only  a  few  days  before  his  death,  that  he 
would  not  much  longer  survive.  He  met  death  knowing  that  it  was 
inevitable.  He  had  no  fears  as  to  tbe  next  world,  and  he  died  know- 
ing full  well  that  there  was  a  great  and  bright  future  in  the  beyond. 

His  last  words  were  uttered  in  terms  of  endearment  to  his  wife  in 
such  a  cheerful  way  as  to  lead  her  to  believe  that  he  was  recovering, 
not  knowing  that  death  was  at  the  very  threshold. 

Dr.  Currey  was  a  man  of  the  most  noble  aims.  He  was  liberal  in 
all  his  charities,  whether  bestowed  professionally  or  otherwise.  It  is 
remembered  that  when  the  cholera  epidemic  of  1873  scourged  Nash- 
ville he  went  to  the  rescue  of  the  distressed  with  nothing  but  love  and 
charity  for  all,  and  when  smitten  down  by  the  dread  disease  himself  he 
had  little  hope  that  he  would  ever  recover,  but  the  good  deeds  in  the 
saving  of  so  many  lives  was  a  sufficient  compensation  for  him. 

Dr.  Currey  was  a  scholar,  having  studied  under  the  great  professors 
of  his  day.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Nashville  and  of 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  same  institution. 

The  deceased  was  born  in  the  building  now  occupied  by  Sax's  Bank, 
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on  North  College  street,  Sept  13,  1823,  and  was  married  Sept.  10, 
1846,  to  Miss  Emily  D.  Martin. 

His  father  was  Robert  B.  Currey,  who  was  for  twenty-six  consecu- 
tive years  postmaster  of  Nashville. 

He  served  with  distinction  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Confederate  States 
Army,  devoting  entirely  his  indomitable  energies,  and  every  faculty  of 
his  able  mind  to  the  care  of  those  under  his  charge. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  physicians  of  Nashville,  held  on  the  morning 
of  the  27th,  suitable  resolutions  were  adopted. 


MARSHALL  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  above  named  society,  which  is  composed 
of  the  leading  Medical  practitioners  of  Marshall  County,  and  of  which 
Dr.  Alf.  Jones,  of  Cornersville,  is  President,  and  W.  C.  Ransom,  of 
Farmington  is  Secretary,  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

Resolvedy  That  we  as  physicians  of  Marshall  County  do  refuse  to  use 
or  prescribe  any  medicine  or  remedy,  the  advertisement  of  which,  ap- 
pears other  than  in  recognized  Medical  Journals  or  literature  of  the 
medical  profession. 

Resolved^  That  we  memoralize  the  State  Medical  Society  to  take 
action  against  such  * 'proprietary"  and  ''trade  mark'*  medicines,  as  are 
being  indiscriminately  advertised  simultaneously  in  recognized  medi- 
cal journals,  and  political,  religious  or  other  periodicals. 

Resolvedy  That  we  believe  it  lowers  the  dignity  of  the  profession  to 
prescribe  such  remedies,  by  leading  the  people  to  believe  that  we  en- 
dorse unknown  compounds  or  preparations. 


International  Congress — Special  Announcement. — The  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress,  to  be 
held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  commencing  the  first  Monday 
in  September,  1887,  having  accepted,  under  Rule  10  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Preliminary  Organization,  the  charge  of  the  business  of  the 
Congress,  hereby  give  notice  to  the  members  of  the  medical  profession 
that  they  have  been  actively  engaged  upon,  and  have  now  nearly  com. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


98  EDITOBIAIi. 

pleted,  the  arrangements  for  this  meeting ;  and  they  anticipate  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  profession  everywhere  in  developing  this 
great  scientific  and  humanitarian  assembly.  By  order  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee. 

Henry  H.  Smith,  Philadelphia, 

Chairman  of  Executive  CommiHee. 
Nathan  S.  Davis,  M.D.,  L.L.D., 
Secretary-General  of  Ninth  Int.  Med.  Congress. 
Chicago,  Nov.  24,  1885. 


Rose's  Peptoinzed  Beef: — I  havepre  scribed  it  largely,  and  without 
exception,  my  patients  are  pleased  with  its  effects.  It  is  especially 
valuable  in  atonic  dyspepsia,  catarrh  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  acid 
indigestion,  low  fevers,  diphtheria,  and  particularly  in  neurasthenia  in 
all  its  forms. 

It  is  a  real  peptonized  food,  and  I  cannot  imagine  a  case  where  it 
will  not  agree  with  the  stomach. 

As  a  food  for  infants,  when  all  starchy  foods  are  not  well  borne,  this 
will  act  as  a  powerful  nutritive  agent,  and  a  sedative  to  the  whole 
system. 

As  a  dietetic  agent,  it  is  the  greatest  boon  lately  presented  to  the 
medical  profession.  Very  Sincerely,  E,  M.  Hale,  M.D. 


Tongaline: — "Have  been  prescribing  Tongaline  during  past  year, 
and  can  cheerfully  testify  to  its  great  value  in  Rheumatic  and  Neuralgic 
troubles. 

Have  derived  particularly  gratifying  results  from  its  use  in  Dysmen- 
orrhea when  not  dependent  on  obstruction  or  serious  organic  disease. 

In  the  case  of  a  lady  of  Rheumatic  Diathesis  and  a  chronic  sufferer 
from  Dysmenorrhea,  who  had  been  driven  almost  to  the  verge  of  in- 
sanity by  her  monthly  suffering,  its  action  has  been  most  satisfactory. 
I  first  prescribed  it  for  her  about  six  months  ago  when  suffering  intensely. 
It  relieved  her  promptlyt  and  she  now  passes  the  once  dreaded  periods 
with  but  litUe  discomfort,  I  could  mention  other  instance?  of  similar 
character,  but  this  is  the  most  remarkable  one. 

T.  F.  Frazer,  M.D.,  Commerce,  Ma 


r 
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The  Committee  on  Public  Health  has  been  abolished  by  the 
adoption  of  the  new  rules  in  the  lower  branch  of  Congress,  and  here- 
after this  important  subject  will  receive  but  little  special  attention  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Well  that  may  be  all  right  so  long  as  we 
are  'free  from  epidemic  disease.  But  we  are  getttng  a  little  tired  of 
that  old  tune,  good  one  though  it  be.  We  have  no  great  need  of  a 
roof  over  our  heads  in  fair  weather;  but  we  would  like  to  have  a  little 
satisfactory  assurance  that  one  could  be  properly  and  satisfactorily 
erected  after  the  storm  has  commenced.  We  readily  acknowledge  that 
there  are  certain  points  and  principles  of  sanitation  and  public  health 
that  belong  to  the  State,  others  that  belong  to  the  municipality,  and 
others  to  the  individual;  yet  we  defy  any  congressman  to  assert  that 
there  are  not  others  that  belong  entirely  to  the  general  government. 


Lactopeptine. — We  have  used  this  article  for  some  time  in  cases  of 
indigestion,  and  can  recommend  it  as  a  valuable  remedy.  Being  a 
compound  of  the  five  active  agents  which  are  contained  in  the  process 
of  digestion,  it  cannot  fail  to  aid  the  system  in  preparing  the  food  for 
assimilation.  It  is  an  invaluable  remedy  in  the  summer  diarrhoea  of 
children.  Owing  to  its  great  impairment  of  the  vital  forces,  and  feeble 
powers  of  the  digestive  tract,  food  frequently  irritates  and  increases 
the  difficulty.  For  such  cases  we  learn  of  no  agent  in  the  Materia 
Medica  as  reliable  as  Lactopeptine. — Col,  Med.  Jour, 


Syrup  Trifolum  Compound. — We  received  from  the  manufacturers, 
Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.,  some  months  ago,  half  a  dozen^bottles  of 
the  above  named  preparation.  According  to  the  manufacturers,  each 
fluidounce  contains  the  active  constituents  of  32  grains  Red  clover, 
16  grains  each  of  Stillingia,  Burdock  root,  Poke  root,  Berberis  aquifo. 
lium  and  Cascara  amarga,  4  grains  of  Prickly  ash  bark,  with  8  grains 
of  potassium  iodide.  We  have  given  the  preparation  a  trial  in  a  series 
of  cases  of  Secondary  and  Tertiary  Syphilis  in  the  Hospital  of  the 
Tennessee  State  Prison,  and  have  derived  from  it  very  satisfactory 
results. 
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The  Quarterly  Bulletin  of  the  Clinilal  Society  of  the  New 
York  Post-Graduate  Medical  School  and  Hospital  is  the  title  of 
a  new  medical  publication  issued  quarterly  and  edited  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Faculty.  It  is  a  very  handsome  publication,  of  96 
pages,  printed  on  good  paper,  and  filled  with  most  excellent  articles 
pertaining  to  medicine  and  surgery.  The  subscription  price  is  $2.00 
per  annum.     We  cordially  wish  it  a  successful  career. 


Oxford  Retreat. — ^This  institution  has  over  one  hundred  rooms, 
well  arranged,  well  fitted  and  furnished,  with  beautiful  grounds  ( 35 
acres ),  and  every  facility  to  be  desired  in  the  treatment  of  Nervous 
and  Mental  Diseases.  The  superintendent,  Dr.  D.  A.  Morse,  is 
eminentiy  qualified  for  the  delicate  and  responsible  duties  required  of 
him,  being  kind,  affable,  courteous,  and  with  a  large  experience  in  the 
management  of  nervous  and  mental  diseases. 


The  American  Practitioner  and  News,  is  the  title  of  a  bi-weekly 
publication  successor  to  The  American  Practitioner  of  Louisville, 
(monthly)  and  The  Louisville  Medical  News,  (weekly).  Its  editors  are 
David  W.  Yandell,  M.D.,  and  H.  A.  Cottel.  M.  D.  From  the  first 
number  before  us,  we  feel  satisfied  that  it  will  prove  a  most  satisfactory 
success. 


Lactopbptine  continues  to  hold  its  well-earned  position  as  one  of  the 
very  best  remedies  in  the  digestive  disturbances  so  frequent  in  the  hot 
season.  In  Cholera  Infantum  especially,  when  combined  wiih  bis- 
muth, it  will  be  found  one  of  our  most  trust-worthy  remedies. 


A.  A.  Mellier,  of  709  and  711  Washington  Avenue,  St.  Louis,  is 
the  Western  and  Southern  Agent  for  the  pure  Bovine  Virus,  from  the 
celebrated  Lancaster  County  Vaccine  Farm.  Only  virus  from  purely 
grain-fed  stock.  Put  up  in  original  glass  packings.  Send  for  circular 
containing  prices  and  discount 
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The  Southern  California  Practitioner  is  the  name  of  a  new 
journalistic  venture  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal,  edited  by  Drs.  J.  P.  Widney, 
Joseph  Kentz,  and  Walker  Lindlay.  It  is  a  very  neat  36  page  monthly 
and  will  be  devoted  the  Medical  and  Surgical  interests  of  Southern 
California. 


Lactopeptine  will  be  found  far  superior  to  all  other  remedies  in 
Dyspepsia  and  kindred  diseases. 

Also,  particularly  in  Anaemia,  General  Debility,  Chronic  Diarrhoea, 
Constipation,  Headache  and  Depraved  Condition  of  the  Blood  resulting 
from  imperfect  digestion. 


Cholera  and  Small  Pox. — The  first  of  these  diseases  still  pre- 
vails to  some  extent  in  Spain  and  in  one  Province,  Palermo,  in  Italy, 
while  the  latter  continues  to  destroy  a  number  of  lives  in  Montreal  and 
its  environs  each  week. 


Kennedy's  Extract  of  Pinus  Canadensis  for  Gonorrhoea  is  as 
much  a  specific  as  quinine  is  for  malaria. 
McMinrwille,  Tenn.  B.  W.  Sparks,  M.D. 


The  American  Lancet  succeeds  the  Detroit  Lancet^  with  a  change 
in  form,  but  the  same  characteristic  excellence  given  to  its  predecessor 
by  Dr.  Leartus  Conner,  who  guides  its  destiny  and  shapes  its  course. 


Dr.  S.  C.  Gleaves,  ex-President  Va.  Medical  Association,  says:  I 
believe  Camm's  Emulsion  is  the  best  preparation  known  for  pulmonary 
diseases. 


The  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter  enters  upon  the  33d  year 
of  its  existence  clad  in  a  new  dress.  With  increasing  years  it  shows 
increasing  virility. 


Dr.  G.  F.  Mason,  West  Va.,  says;  With  children  Camm's  Emul- 
sion is  the  best  preparation  I  have  ever  used. 
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CHARGE  TO  THE  GRADUATING  CLASSES  OF  THE 

MEDICAL  AND  DENTAL  DEPARTMENTS  OF 
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BY 
W.    M.   VEBTBBEB,   M.D., 

Profesmyr  of  Materia  Mediea  and  TherapeuUiot. 


OenUemen  of  the  Graduating  Claeses : 

We  most  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  the  aohievement  of 
your  degree  in  our  University,  and  most  fraternally 'welcome  you 
to  the  great  brotherhood  of  the  medical  profession,  and  so  sin- 
cerely solicitous  are  we  for  your  welfare  that  we  cannot  consent 
to  separate  from  you  even  now,  without  seeking  to  offer  some  sug- 
gestions which  we  hope  may  possibly  be  beneficial ;  but  if  in  this 
we  should  not  be  successful;  our  effort  will  at  least  convey  to  you, 
the  sincere  r^rd  and  esteem  that  we  entertain  for  you.    I  there- 
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fore,  for  a  few  moments,  wish  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  prov- 
inoe  of  your  profession,  and  the  sphere  in  which  your  medical 
skill  and  talents  may  be  usefully  engaged. 

Constantly  accumulating  inductions,  with  no  positive  adverse 
fitcts  to  contradict  them,  have  gradually  forced  upon  our  convic- 
tions almost  the  certainty  of  the  indestructibility  and  continuity 
of  force.  Man  himself  is  but  a  correllation  and  conservation  of 
force,  depending  for  bis  existence  upon  the  coexistence  of  all  the 
elements  that  compose  his  body,  of  the  opposing  tendencies  that 
reside  in  every  atom  of  matter,  that  of  repulsion  and  attraction. 
From  the  ceaseless  energy  and  constant  struggle  of  these  oppos- 
ing tendencies,  are  derived  all  the  varied  phenomena  of  the'phys- 
ical  universe.  Man,  though  at  the  very  head,  or  the  grandest 
production  of  this  ceaseless  inherent  energy  that  resides  in  mat- 
ter, is  still  bound  down  by  the  law  that  controls  his  organic  force, 
as  firmly  as  the  meanest  reptile  that  crawls  in  the  dust.  He 
thus  occupies  a  place  in  the  physical  worlds  and  is  as  much  de- 
pendent under  the  law  of  his  existence  for  a  continuity  and  sup- 
ply of  force,  as  the  waters  that  flow  to  the  ocean,  or  the  planets 
which  revolve  in  their  orbits. 

This,  then,  gentlemen,  is  the  sublime  theme  of  medical  philos- 
ophy. The  study  of  man's  material  organization,  and  his  rela-* 
tion  to  the  material  forces  which  environ  him,  constitute  the 
grand  science  of  medicine.  Remove  him  from  his  connection, 
destroy  the  coordination  of  the  forces  engaged  in  the  preparation 
of  material  supply,  and  each  atom  obeying  the  law  imparted  to 
it  in  the  beginning — that  of  repulsion  and  attraction — he  ceases 
to  exist  or  dies,  or  the  force  of  animal  life  is  arrested.  Not  so^ 
however,  with  the  inherent  force  of  matter.  This  is  indestructi- 
ble, and  existed  in  the  beginnings  and  will  exist  through  the  cy* 
cles  of  never-ending  time,  passing  in  its  mission  through  count- 
less combinations,  from  a  structureless  nebulosity,  to  that  form  of 
protoplasm  which  inspires  the  emotion  that  swells  the  heart  of 
the  maiden,  or  the  soul  of  an  Alexander  or  Napoleon  in  directing 
the  storm  of  battle;  constantly  changing,  obeying  only  in  its 
phantasmagorean  creations  and  dissolutions  its  own  immutable 
law  of  repulsion  and  attraction.     Man  is  but  a  device  of  this 
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ceaseless  play  of  atomio  force,  that  has  been  millions  of  yean  in 
accomplishing  a  co5rdination  of  laws^  that  has  eventuated  in  the 
creation  for  him  of  a  reason  that  perceives  even  beyond  the 
nebula,  the  existence  of  a  force  grander  than  that  of  his  own 
reason.  The  law  of  man's  existence,  or  animal  life,  is  but  a  tem- 
porary truce  between  the  warring  forces  of  repulsion  and  attrac- 
tion, and  must  have  an  end — he  cannot  endure.  Hence  you,  as 
physicians,  must  recognize  the  actual  and  real  relations  which 
man  bears  to  the  law  of  his  creation,  and  those  influences  that 
operate  upon  these  laws.  The  study  of  the  laws  of  animal  life 
and  of  the  agents  which  influence  these  laws  comprise  the  duty 
of  the  physician.  Medicine  is  abreast  of  the  other  sciences  in 
the  eflbrt  to  push  truth  to  the  front.  Empiricism,  the  dogmas  of 
the  irregulars,  superstition,  with  its  charms  and  amulets,  faith- 
cure,  with  the  saiictimonious  twang  of  the  hypocrite,  have  all 
been  superceded  by  a  patient,  earnest  eflbrt  to  comprehend  the 
laws  of  natural  forces  that  are  used  in  the  treatment  of  diseases. 
Therapeutics  is  rational.  It  is  the  application  of  force  and  the 
proper  direction  of  it  which  cures  disease;  and  were  it  possible 
for  the  physician  to  understand  the  laws  of  man's  material  rela- 
tion and  therapeutics,  as  well  as  the  watch-maker  and  the  ma- 
chinist understands  the  watch  and  the  locomotive,  he  could,  with 
the  proper  use  of  medicine,  restore  a  man  to  health  when  dis- 
eased as  well  as  the  watch-maker  could  mend  a  main  spring  or 
the  machinist  replace  a  valve.  We  can  never  hope  to  do  this. 
The  watch-maker  or  machinist  is  directed  by  what  he  sees.  He 
thinks  of  sensible  phenomena.  He  knows  nothing  of  principle. 
It  would  not  aid  him.  The  process  going  on  in  his  mind  is  not 
an  intellectual  operation ;  he  proceeds  from  one  object  to  another, 
and  through  the  combination  of  things,  he  arrives  at  results  just 
as  the  musical  composer  thinks  or  acts  in  sounds  from  one  note 
to  another.  Not  so  with  the  physician.  By  a  comprehension  of 
iacts  which  are  acquired  only  by  rational  procedure,  does  he  ar- 
rive at  conclusions  which  are  intellectually  perceived.  If  the 
artisan  has  no  eyes  he  can  accomplish  nothing.  If  the  physician 
is  not  possessed  of  that  kind  of  training  which  enables  him  to 
acquire  facta  and  draw  correct  deductions  from  tbem^  medicine  is 
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to  him  a  closed  book.  In  his  patient  search  after  facts  he  par- 
takes of  the  methods  of  the  artisan.  In  the  silent  hours  of  the 
night,  when  the  soft,  curtain  of  sleep  is  thrown  over  one-half  the 
world,  in  the  dark  attic  of  some  medical  school,  at  the  peril  of 
his  liberty  from  an  unjust  law,  and  of  his  life  from  the  poison  of 
the  cadaver,  he  searches  in  the  presence  of  decay  for  a  knowledge 
ot  the  structure  of  the  living.  In  the  wards  of  our  hospitals 
and  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick,  symptoms  present  themselves 
which  can  only  be  explained  in  the  dead-room  by  an  autopsy.  It 
is  here  that  a  knowledge  of  medicine  begins.  If  you  have  not 
come  up  through  this  avenue  you  cannot  enter  into  the  portals  of 
medical  skill.  It  is  the  explanation  of  the  facts  you  acquire 
which  constitutes  the  ability  to  comprehend  therapeutics.  This 
ability  to  explain  is  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  your  knowl- 
edge of  facts.  If  you  knew  all  the  facts,  the  problem  of  thera- 
peutics would  be  solved.  This,  however,  we  can  never  hope  to 
acquire.  Though  from  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  last 
century  by  the  patient  research  of  the  profession  in  chemistry, 
physiology,  and  therapeutics,  we  are  encouraged  to  hope  that  much 
more  may  be  accomplished  by  earnest  workers  in  the  field.  Ev- 
ery discovery  in  chemistry  enlarges  our  knowledge  of  the  laws  of 
matter.  The  physiologist,  taking  advantage  of  every  improve- 
ment in  the  microscope,  advances  farther  into  the  heretofore  hid- 
den realms  that  lie  beyond  the  borders  of  the  visible*  universe, 
and  has  developed  facts  which  aid  the  therapeutist  in  success- 
fully combating  some  of  the  most  formidable  diseases  of  the  hu- 
man organism. 

These  researches  and  developments  have  dissipated  in  the 
minds  of  all  well  informed  physicians  all  ideas  of  cure  not  in 
conformity  with  the  law  of  force.  Hence  you  must  understand 
anatomy,  you  must  understand  physiology,  you  must  understand 
chemistry,  before  you  can  understand  the  treatment  of  disease 
upon  the  principle  of  rational  therapeutics.  The  human  organ- 
ism is  the  aggregation  of  forces  c.  ordinated  by  a  subtle  influence 
which  we  can  never  hope  to  understand.  The  laws  which  move 
it,  control  it,  perpetuate  it,  and  arrest  it,  are  within  tiie  scope  of 
our  investigation,  and  we  are  culpable  if  we  lack  this  informa- 
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tion.  A  knowledge  of  these  laws  enables  us  to  comprehend  a 
departare  from  their  normal  condition.  This  departure  consti- 
tutes disease ;  disease  is  a  violation  of  law ;  cure  consists  in  the 
removal  of  the  violation,  and  repariation  of  the  injury. 

The  watch  or  locomotive  when  injured  requires  the  aid  of  the 
watchmaker  or  the  machinist  to  repair  it.  Not  so  with  this  cun- 
ningly devised  animal  organism.  The  same  force  that  created 
it,  controls  it,  repairs  it^  and  protects  it — all  these  elements  of 
force  reside  in  normal  protoplasm,  and  through  this  medium^  by 
a  knowledge  of  the  material  supply  that  prepares  a  healthy  pro- 
toplasm^ we  aid  in  relieving  disease  by  the  exercise  ot  this  knowl- 
edge or  the  proper  use  of  force.  All  cures  consists  in  the  proper 
manipulation  of  force,  the  lesser  yielding  to  the  greater  impulse. 
This  18  God's  law,  and  in  no  department  of  this  grand  physical 
universe  is  it  truer  than  in  therapeutics.  The  strongest  animal 
organism  yields  to  large  quantities  of  morphine.  Simply  that 
the  force  of  animal  life  is  limited,  the  force  of  morphine  only 
limited  by  the  quantity.  A  thousand  demonstrations  attest  the 
truth  of  this  proposition.  It  is  no  less  true  in  relation  to  all  the 
other  elements  of  force  which  reside  in  the  many  thousand 
medicines  that  are  found  in  our  pharmacopoeia. 

Then,  gentlemen,  therapeutics  or  cure  is  the  proper  use  of  the 
force  that  resides  in  medicine,  while  strange  as  it  may  appear, 
disease  is  merely  a  disturbance  of  normal  force,  or  the  result  ot 
antagonism  to  normal  force  by  an  extraneous  force,  or  cause  inter- 
fering or  antagonizing  the  laws  of  our  physical  organism.  Without 
this  intervening  force  or  cause  with  a  proper  continuity  ot  mate- 
rial supply,  man  would  live  his  alotted  time  without  a  pain. 
Health  is  the  undisturbed  operation  of  the  physical  laws  of  out 
animal  organism.  Cure,  the  removal  of  disturbance  and  restora- 
tion of  normal  law.  Disease  must  be  regarded  then  as  the  result 
of  some  force  coming  in  antagonism  to  the  operation  of  the  phy- 
sical laws  of  our  organism,  and  of  course,  is  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  thi«<  cause,  as  the  cause  is  always  equal  to  the  effect. 

The  exact  knowledge  of  the  intrinsic  force  that  resides  in 
medicine  enables  us  to  use  it  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  If  you 
do  not  understand  the  nature  of  the  law  violated,  it  will  be  im' 
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possible  for  yoa  to  rationally  combat  the  effect  of  the  violation. 
If  you  do  understand  the  laws  of  the  animal  organism  and  are 
deficient  in  the  knowledge  of  the  force  of  medicine^  you  cannot 
rationally  prescribe  for  the  sick.  Much  has  been  said  in  relation 
to  the  law  of  medicinal  foroe^  and  various  theories  advanced  in 
relation  to  the  law  of  cure.  I  will  not  now  pause  to  endorse  or 
combat  such  views,  many  of  which  at  best  are  mere  plausible 
speculations.  But  in  regard  to  medicinal  force  it  can  only  be 
comprehended  upon  the  postulate  announced  in  the  beginning  of 
this  discourse,  that  all  the  manifestations  of  force,  which  reside 
in  matter,  is  the  result  of  molecular  attraction  and  repulsion  which 
it  received  in  the  beginning.  Without  this  postulate,  human 
reason  is  foiled  on  the  threshold  of  investigation.  Beyond  this 
fundamental  conception  of  mysterious  attraction  and  repulsion, 
forever  resident  in  matter,  it  does  not  appear  probable  that  scien- 
tific investigation  will  ever  carry  us  farther  back  to  the  parent- 
age or  genesis  of  force.  What  lies  beyond  it,  is  only  grasped  by 
the  attributes  of  the  human  soul  in  its  sublime  longings  for  im- 
mortality, and  standing  here,  having  traced  divinity  down  to  its 
last  footprints,  and  peering  out  beyond  the  nebula  with  the  eye 
of  hope,  we  see  God  enthroned  in  the  majesty  of  infinite  force  or 
power. 

But  as  physicians  you  must  stop  here.  Force  not  manifest  to 
the  senses  is  not  available  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  Force, 
beyond  matter,  will  not  cure  the  sick.  Leave  the  investigation 
of  the  immaterial  to  those  whose  interest  lie  out  beyond  the  stars. 
Yours  is  with  the  suffering  material  organism.  There  can  be  no 
pain  or  sickness  beyond  matter.  If  pain  and  disease  is  a  dis- 
turbed material  organism,  it  is  only  relieved  by  an  adjustment  of 
that  disturbance.  Immaterialty  is  not  made  of  atoms  or  mole- 
cules. The  force  of  medicine  is  in  its  molecular  composition. 
It  acts  on  the  human  system  through  these  molecules,  and  the 
extent  of  its  force  is  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  molecules 
that  are  brought  in  contact  with  the  molecular  organization  of 
our  bodies.  I  am  aware  that  there  are  those  who  contend  that 
medicinal  force  is  not  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  molecules 
contained  in  a  drug,  but  it  is  increased  by  divisibility  and  atten- 
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nation,  which  they  olaiin|8ets  fn^  or  increases  the  dynamio  foroe, 
which  is  only  operative  when  dematerialized.  You  cannot 
understand  this  any  easier  than  you  can  comprehend  the  existence 
of  spirits  that  hang  around  the  Egyptian  mummy.  When  it  was 
alive,  it  had  a  spirit  or  vital  force.  Three  thousand  years  ago 
this  separated  from  the  body,  and  it  is  dead.  .  When  you  reduce 
or  attenuate  a  drug  beyond  its  molecule,  medicinal  force  ceases, 
or  is  resolved  into  its  original  element,  and  as  medicine,  is  dead. 
Now,  gentlemen,  in  conclusion  let  roe  advise  you  to  give  this 
subject  proper  consideration.  You  leave  here  to-night  to  enter 
upon  one  of  the  most  responsible  positions.  You  are  authorized 
by  this  institution,  through  the  laws  of  Tennessee,  to  practice 
medicine,  and  so  far  as  all  the  requirements  of  the  profession  and 
the  law  is  concerned,  stand  upon  equal  footing  with  every  other 
member  of  the  profession,  but  if  you  cease  your  toils  and  are 
content  with  the  honors  alread)  attained,  you  are  to-night  at  the 
senith  of  your  glory.  But  if;  on  the  other  hand,  you  toil  on, 
overcoming  every  obstacle  that  intervenes  to  prevent  the  acqui- 
sition of  medical  knowledge,  you  are  but  entering  upon  the  path 
that  le^s  to  honor,  glory,  and  wealth.  In  your  future  we  are 
deeply  interested.  Your  success  will  be  our  success,  your 
aehievementa  will  be  our  triumphs ;  becoming  Alumni,  the  Uni- 
vernity  of  Tennessee  will  ever  be  your  Alma  MaUr, 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


no  ORIOIITAL  COIDCTTNICATIONS — BOBEBTB. 


EMPYEMA:  A  CLINICAL  LECTURE. 


BY 

DEEBIKG   J.   B0BEBT8;   M.D., 

Frofuwr  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine^  and  Clinical  Medi- 
cine, in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 


Reported  expressly  for  The  Southern  PraeUtumer. 


Gentlemen:  This  patient,  W.  M.,  male,  white,  aged  23,  was 
first  admitted  to  the  Prison  Hospital  about  six  weeks  ago.  He 
was  at  that  time  suffering  from  an  attack  of  lung  trouble,  which 
was  ushered  in  by  slight  chilly  sensations,  with  cough,  pain  in 
the  right  side,  and  fever,  the  day  before.  Upon  careful  physical 
exploration  of  the  chest  there  was,  on  the  day  of  his  admission, 
a  distinct  friction  sound,  synchronous  with  the  respiratory  move- 
ment, heard  over  the  middle  and  lower  portion  of  the  rjght 
breast.  His  breathing  was  hurried,  and  the  inspiratory  move- 
ment abreviated.  There  was  also  quite  apparent  over  the  lower 
border  of  the  lung,  especially  when  he  was  required  to  take  a 
full  inspiration,  a  trpe  crepitant  rale.  The  expiration  on  the  day 
of  admission  was  pathognomonic  of  parenchymatous  inflamma- 
tion— rust-colored,  and  quite  adhesive  and  glutinous.  There 
were  also  heard  over  the  central  and  lower  portions  of  the  right 
lung,  the  moist  rales  from  accompanying  bronchial  inflammation. 
He  had  been  feeling  rather  out  of  sorts,  dull,  listless,  and  some- 
what enfeebled  for  several  days  previous,  but  had  continued  at 
his  work  in  the  shoe-shop  until  the  day  before  his  admission. 

His  case  was  diagnosed  as  pleuro-pneumonia,  and  he  was 
placed  upon  small  doses  of  calomel — i  gr. — to  be  taken  every 
two  hours  until  four  doses  were  taken,  with  full  doses  of  quinine 
at  night.  The  mercury  and  quinine  were  continued  the  succeed- 
ing aflernoon  and  night,  succeeded  by  a  full  dose  of  magnes. 
sulph.,  which  secured  a  thorough  evacuation  of  nis  bowels.     By 
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fiiriher  reference  to  the  ease-book  I  find  that  the  treatment  from 
this  time  on  was  of  a  stimulant  and  supporting  character. 

After  the  first  night  of  his  admission  his  temperature  never 
rose  above  102^  His  cough,  which  has  continued  up  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  has  always  been  more  or  less  distressing.  The  expecto- 
ration lost  its  sanguinolent  and  adhesive  character  about  the  close 
of  the  first  week,  and  while  being  muco-purulent  for  some  days 
later,  has  gradually  diminished  in  quantity. 

About  the  second  day  after  his  admission  the  friction  sound 
and  the  crepitant  rale  disappeared,  and  in  their  place  wc  had 
dullness,  even  flatness,  over  the  lower  portion  of  the  right  lung, 
which  maintained  its  position  regardless  of  the  varying  position 
of  the  patient.  He  also  had  about  this  time  distinct  thoracic 
voice,  bronchial  respiration,  and  increased  vocal  fremitus  over 
the  same  area,  which  sounds  gradually  disappeared  about  one 
week  later,  and  at  the  time  of  the  disappearance  of  the  rusty  ex- 
pectoration were  entirely  absent. 

The  decubitus  of  the  patient  was  almost  entirely  dorsal,  occu- 
sionally  turning  toward  the  right  side  after  the  first  week.  With 
the  beginning  of  the  second  week,  while  in  some  respects  the  pa- 
tient seemed  to  be  somewhat  improved,  yet  in  others  he  seemed 
to  be  not  so  well.  The  cough  was  still  more  or  less  continuous 
and  distressing,  yet  occasionally  be  would  get  several  hours  of 
quiet,  restful  sleep  at  night.  The  anorexia  was  not  so  marked, 
and  his  thirst  was  not  so  great,  yet  he  seemed  weaker,  his  circu- 
lation more  rapid,  and  his  breathing  more  hurried;  the  respira- 
tory movement  being  limited  entirely  to  the  left  side,  the  right 
being  fixed  and  immovable.  The  breath-sounds  and  resonance 
on  percussion  on  the  left  side  have  been  exaggerated  from  the  first. 
The  dullness  on  percussion  which  maintained  a  uniformity  of  po- 
sition, regardless  of  that  of  the  patient  during  the  first  two  weeks 
of  hie  treatment,  subsequently  was  noticed  to  rise  higher,  and  to 
vary  in  its  height  with  the  position  of  the  patient.  While  lying 
on  his  back  we  could  find  dullness  quite  up  to  the  axilla  by  per- 
cussing over  the  right  lateral  region,  and  anteriorly  it  would'  be 
almoBt  if  not  quite  resonant  down  to  the  lower  border  of  the 
left  lung.     Raising  him  upright  in  the  sitting  position  in  bed 
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the  line  of  dullness  passed  horizontally  around  the  body  just 
level  with  the  right  nipple,  and  above  the  line  of  dullness  there 
was  increased  resonance,  amounting  almost  to  a  tympanitic  qual- 
ity. The  ear  applied  just  above  the  line  of  dullness  anteriorly, 
distinguished  a  slight  friction  sound,  while  posteriorly  at  the 
same  level  and  above,  could  be  heard  distinct  bronchial  breath- 
ing and  bronchophony.  There  was  also  slight  bulging  of  the 
intercostal  spaces  below,  and  the  tape-line  measured  fully  one  and 
a  half  inches  more  around  the  right  side,  just  below  the  nipple, 
than  the  left. 

The  third  week  of  his  illness  was  consumed  in  futile  efforts  to 
reduce  the  amount  of  effusion  by  means  of  diaphoretics,  diuret- 
ics, and  hydragogue  cathartics,  pushed  as  far  :  s  was  deemed  safe, 
and  their  depressing  effects  guarded  against  as  much  as  possible, 
by  free  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants,  supplemented  by  vegetable 
bitter  and  iron  tonics,  and  as  rich  and  nutritious  a  diet  as  he 
could  be  induced  to  take,  consisting  of  milk,  eggs,  rich  soups, 
meat  broths  and  extracts. 

Two  weeks  ago,  finding  that  no  headway  had  been  made,  and 
that  while  he  was  growing  weaker,  and  the  effusion  slowly  but 
steadily  increasing,  the  needle  of  a  Codman  and  Shurtleff  aspi- 
rator was  introduced  at  the  site  of  election — the  intercostal  space 
between  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs — perpendicularly  below  the 
axilla,  the  needle  in  its  entrance  hugging  the  upper  border  of  the 
lower  rib,  to  prevent  wounding  the  intercostal  artery.  By  this 
means,  nineteen  fluid  ounces  of  pure  pus  was  withdrawn,  greatly 
alleviating  the  now  distressing  symptom  of  dyspnoea.  But  little 
if  any  shock  followed  the  withdrawal  of  the  fluid,  which  was 
done  slowly,  consuming  fully  one  and  a  half  hours,  after  which 
the  entire  thorax  was  enveloped  tightly  with  a  broad  flannel 
bandage,  drawn  as  tight  as  could  be  borne  without  interfering 
with  the  movement  of  respiration.  His  condition  was  greatly 
ameliorated,  and  he  was  quite  comfortable  for  several  (lays,  the 
cough  still  persisting,  but  not  so  frequent;  the  respiration  hur- 
ried, but  not  so  difficult;  and  the  circulation  becoming  a  little 
fuller  and  steadier,  as  manifested  by  the  radial  artery.  Follow- 
ing the  operation  of  thoracentesis,  he  was  placed  on  quinine,  tr. 
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of  iron,  Baker's. emulsion  of  cod  liver  oil,  Trommer's  malt  ex- 
tract, and  whisky,  with  nourishing  diet. 

The  apparent  improvement  lasted  but  three  or  four  days,  and 
for  ten  days  past  he  has  been  gradually  getting  worse,  until  he 
has  reached  the  condition  you  see  him  in  to-day.  His  six  weeks 
of  suffering  and  distress  have  produced  considerable  emaciation. 
He  is  pale  and  anemic,  yet  the  bright,  circumscribed  flush  upon 
his  cheek,  with  his  temperature  of  102^,  the  white,  pearly  lustre 
of  the  adnata  of  the  eyes,  are  characteristic  of  hectic.  His  pulse 
is  150  to  the  minute,  his  respiration  over  45.  His  voice  is  weak 
and  husky,  and  you  notice  that  he  can  scarcely  utter  more  than 
one  short  word,  or  a  single  syllable  at  a  time,  by  reason  of  his 
great  and  distressing  dyspnoea.  His  cough  is  short,  hacking,  and 
attended  by  but  little,  if  any  expectoration. 

Upon  baring  his  chest,  you  notice  that  the  upper  part  on  the 
right  side  seems  somewhat  contracted  and  flattened ;  it  is,  indeed, 
shrunken  from  compression  and  consolidation  of  the  lung,  while 
the  lower  part  is  distended  with  marked  bulging  out  of  the  in- 
tercostal spaces,  so  prominent  as  we  get  below  the  line  of  the 
nipple  that  the  solid,  bony  ribs,  which  are  quite  apparent  in  his 
emaciated  condition  on  the  left  side,  are  here  the  depressions. 
The  respiratory  movement,  you  will  notice,  is  limited  almost  en- 
tirely to  the  lefl  side.  The  apex  beat  of  the  heart  is  a  little 
without  a  line  dropped  perpendicularly  from  the  left  nipple,  and 
the  area  of  cardiac  dullness,  as  indicated  by  percussion,  is  moved 
bodily  to  the  left;  in  fact,  the  heart  is  pushed  over  to  the  left  by 
the  extensive  effusion  in  the  right  pleural  cavity.  In  placing  the 
ear  alone,  or  with  the  intervention  of  the  stethoscope,  over  the 
lung,  the  quickened,  abbreviated  respiratory  movement,  with  its 
exaggerated  sound,  resembles  very  much  the  rapid  breathing  of 
an  infant  or  a  very  young  child.  It  is  truly  puerile  respiration, 
and  over  nearly  the  entirety  of  the  right  side  of  the  thorax  every 
thing  is  silent  except  the  heart-sounds  which  are  transmitted; 
and  to  the  right  of  the  spinal  column,  even  with  or  just  above 
the  angle  of  the  scapula,  we  have  bronchial  breathing  and  bron- 
chial voice. 

Upon  percussion  on  the  right  side  marked  flatness  is  the  char- 
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acteristic  feature,  except  just  below  the  clavicle,  and  over  the 
apex  of  the  luug,  the  resonance  is  almost  tympanitic.  Prof.  Flint, 
in  writing  of  this  tympanitic  resonance  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
lung,  contends  that  it  is  due  to  an  emphysematous  condition  of 
this  part  of  the  lung-tissue,  the  lower  part  being  consolidated  by 
the  pressure  of  the  effused  fluid.  In  his  text-book  he  cites  a  case 
in  hospital,  obHerved  in  1879,  in  whom  the  tympanitic  rcfsonance 
at  the  apex  of  the  lung  was  quite  marked,  and  who  died  suddenW 
from  a  thrombus  in  the  left  ventricle.  Upon  post-mortem  ex- 
amination the  lower  lobe  of  the  lung  was  found  consolidated,  and 
the  upper  lobe  was  markedly  emphysematous. 

From  the  previous  history  of  the  case,  the  past  and  present 
rational  and  physical  clinical  phenomena,  you  can  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  the  diagnosis  of  empyema,  pyothorax,  or  suppurative' 
l^leuritis.  You  will  readily  agree  with  me  that  we  can  no  longer 
hold  out  to  our  patient  a  hope  of  recovery  by  means  of  medicines 
alone.  Nor  do  I  deem  it  necessary  to  again  use  the  aspirator  in 
removing  the  large  amount  of  parulent  fluid  that  has  again  filled 
the  pleural  sac.  While  thoracentesis  has  been  accused  of  con- 
verting a  serous  effusion  into  a  purulent  one,  it  evidently  did  not 
do  so  in  this  case.  The  fluid  removed  on  the  former  occasion 
was  purely  purulent,  and  we  can  confidently  expect  it  to  be  so 
now.  While  many  oases  of  purulent  effusions  have  been  perma- 
nently relieved  by  an  aspiration,  it  has  failed  in  this.  In  Pep- 
per^a  System  of  Medicine  the  writer  on  this  subject,  Dn  Frank 
Donaldson,  resorts  to  a  thoracotomy  afler  three  aspirations,  and 
cites  a  case  reported  bj  Dr.  Barnes  in  the  British  Medical  Jour- 
nal in  1877,  in  which  the  patient  recovered  af>er  four  aspirations 
of  large  quantities  of  pus.  Yet,  in  this  case,  owing  to  the  con- 
dition of  our  patient,  his  extreme  degree  of  debility  and  emacia- 
tion, the  development  of  hectic,  etc.,  point  so  strongly  to  immi- 
nent failure  of  his  vital  powers,  should  the  suppurative  process 
be  not  speedily  arrested,  we  shall  accept  the  advice  of  Flint  and 
open  the  chest  cavity.  Anstie,  in  Reynolds'  System  of  Medicine, 
inculcates  a  similar  opinion. 

With  this  curved,  sharp- pointed  bistoury,  we  shall  make  a  free 
incision,  at  least  one  and  a  half  inches  in  length,  between  the 
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eighth  and  ninth  ribs^  and  about  two  inches  posterior  to  a  line 
dropped  perpendicularly  from  the  axilla,  keeping  the  knife  close 
to  the  upper  border  of  the  ninth  rib. 

[After  washing  the  side  thoroughly  with  carbolized  soap  and  a 
1  to  1000  solution  of  bi-chloride  of  mercury,  and  under  a  full 
volume  of  spray  from  an  atomizer,  charged  with  the  same  anti- 
septic solution  reduced  one-half,  the  incision  was  made,  giving 
exit  to  a  full  stream  of  thick,  yellowish,  laudable  pus.] 

This  operation,  you  see,  seems  to  be  a  very  simple  one,  differ- 
ing but  little  from  opening  an  ordinary  abscess.  In  fact,  the 
only  variation  that  I  can  call  your  attention  to  is,  that  just  pre- 
vious to  making  the  incision,  with  the  two  first  fingers  of  the 
left  hand  I  pulled  the  integument  over  the  point  selected,  some- 
what upward,  so  as  to  make  as  much  as  possible  a  valvular  open- 
ing. By  the  pressure  of  my  fingers  I  can  keep  the  orifice  quite 
patulous,  favoring  a  full  flow  of  the  fluid;  and  now,  fully  two 
pints  of  pus  having  escaped,  and  although  I  do  not  believe  that 
it  is  all  out,  by  relaxing  the  pressure  of  my  fingers  you  see  it 
ceases.  I  shall  now  quickly  cover  the  entire  side  with  this  large 
mass  of  antiseptic  (borated)  cotton,  holding  it  in  place  by  these 
large  adhesive  strips,  over  which  I  shall  place  a  broad  flannel 
roller,  compressing  the  entire  chest  as  much  as  is  possible,  and 
consistent  with  a  limited  degree  of  comfort.  By  the  pressure  and 
the  respiratory  movement,  and  the  occasional  acts  of  coughing, 
we  hope  and  expect  that  the  remainder  of  the  fluid  will  be  forced 
out  into  the  meshes  of  the  cotton.  While  we  wish  to  get  as 
much  of  the  fluid  as  possible  out  of  the  pleural  cavity,  in  fact  all 
of  it,  we  are  also  very  desirous  that  nothing  else,  not  even  air, 
should  find  its  way  in.  And  although  we  may  not  accomplish 
this,  we  will  place  as  much  of  a  barrier  as  possible  in  the  way  of 
the  entrace  of  irritating  atoms  or  septic  germs.  This  dressing 
we  shall  not  change  for  at  least  forty-eight,  possibly  seventy-two, 
hours. 

And  now,  having  given  our  patient  the  benefit  of  surgical  aid 
— which  you  see  by  his  more  easy  breathing,  the  disappearance 
of  that  distressed  look  so  very  apparent  a  short  while  since,  has 
greatly  relieved  him — we  will  again  resort  to  medicines  to  see 
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what  they  will  do  for  him.  He  will  be  ordered  to  take  Fellows 
Syrup  of  Hypophosphites  f  3i  three  times  a  day,  together  with 
fSij  of  Camm's  Emulsion  of  Cod  Liver  Oil.  Every  six  hours 
he  will  be  given  twenty  drops  of  Tr.  Ferri  Mur.  with  Quinia 
Sulph.  grs.  iiss.  Milk  punch  or  egg-nog  will  he  given  him  at 
regular  intervals,  in  such  quantity  and  strength  that  he  will  get 
from  8  to  10  ounces  of  whisky  each  twenty-four  hours.  He 
will  also  have  rich,  nutritious  soups,  meat  extracts,  and  rich 
milk,  at  frequent  intervals,  in  such  quantities  as  his  stomach  and 
digestive  organs  will  tolerate.  The  results  of  this  case  will  be 
given  you  at  some  future  day. 

[Six  weeks  later  the  patient  was  again  presented.  He  had  in- 
creased materially  in  weight  and  flesh,  his  heotic  flush  and 
anemic  appearance  had  given  place  to  the  hue  of  health;  his 
breathing  was  easy  and  uniform ;  he  could  speak  easily,  fluently, 
and  without  hesitating  for  want  of  breath ;  his  pulse  full,  soft» 
and  regular,  and  about  85  to  90.  The  right  side  was  slightly 
shrunken,  and  measured  two  inches  less  around  the  nipple  than 
the  left;  and  the  vesicular  murmur,  although  weak,  could  be  heard 
all  over  the  right  side  anteriorly,  from  apex  to  between  seventh 
and  eighth  ribs.  Posteriorly  it  ^  as  somewhat  obscured  by  bron- 
chial breathing  and  bronchial  voice.  The  vocal  and  respiratory 
fremitus,  although  apparent  on  the  right,  were  weaker  than  on 
the  left.  Ho  had  again  resum3d  work  at  his  former  occupation 
of  shoe-making.  The  incision  had  entirely  healed,  remaining 
open  only  about  ten  days,  as  manifested  by  the  discharged  pus 
soiling  the  dressings  of  absorbent  cotton,  in  gradually  diminish- 
ing quantities,  as  they  were  removed  every  forty-eight  hours  dur- 
ing the  above  mentioned  time.  The  tonic  and  supporting  treat- 
ment and  diet  had  been  discontinued,  and  he  bad  been  living  on 
the  regular  prison  fare  for  the  preceding  week.] 
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AN  OBSTETRIC  EMERGENCY. 


BY 
C.  P.  M'NABB,  M.D.,  gamble's  STORE.  TENN. 


May  20,  1885,  I  was  called  to  see  A.  M. — ^primapara,  onmar- 
ried — aged  twenty  years.     She  had  been  in  labor  forty  hours. 
Her  general  health  appeared  good,  spare  figure  and  nervous  tem- 
perament; pulse  120,  respiration  30,  temperature  98,  and  at  the 
time  of  my  arrival  (7  p.m.)  there  was  complete  uterine  inertia. 
The  woman  had  been  given  ''teas''  to  stimulate  the  uterus  for 
several  hours,  but  after  the  midwife's  arrival  she  diagno$ed  (?) 
the  case  a  shoulder  presentation,  and  ordered  all '' teaing"  stopped 
antil  a  physician  could   be   brought.     A  vaginal  examination 
showed  her  to  be  in  the  second  stage  of  labor,  os  uteri  fully  di- 
lated, and  an  apparent  slight  antero-posterinr  contraction  of  the 
pelvis,  vertex  presentation,  in  the  first  position.     The  liquor 
amnii  was  long  since  drained  away,  and  the  vagina  was  dry  and 
preternatnrally  hot.     The  head  had  engaged  in  the  superior  strait, 
the  cranial  bones  well  overlapped,  the  child  appearing  small  (its 
outlines  could  be  distinctly  made  out  through  the  mother's  abdo- 
men), and  not  having  an  obstetric  instrument  in  several  mile?  of 
me,  we  sought  to  terminate  the  labor  without  operative  interfer- 
ence.    Morphia  ^  gr.,  brandy  fl.  Si,  was  administered  hypoder- 
micalJy ;  cloths  wrung  out  of  hot  water  was  applied  to  the  vulva, 
and  as  reaction  began  to  come  on  fl.  ezt.  ergot  was  given,  a  few 
drops  every  few  minutes  until  a  fluid  drachm  had  been  given. 
The  labor  became  regular,  and  the  uterine  contractions  firm  and 
good,  and  continued  so  for  two  hours,  during  which  time  the  hot 
cloths  were  kept  to  the  vulva  and  the  same  doses  of  brandy  and 
morphia  were  twice  repeated  by  the  mouth ;  all  without  efiect  so 
far  as  delivery  was  concerned.    During  these  two  hours  the  pulse 
had  become  firm  and  regular,  about  86  to  90  per  minute,  the 
nervous  system  asserted  itself,  and  the  woman  was  becoming 
hopeful  and  cheerful,  when  suddenly  she 'began  to  show  signs  of 
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exhaustion.  The  pulse  ran  up  to  140^  the  temperature  went 
down  to  96^  extremities  became  cold^  even  the  heat  of  vagina  be- 
gan to  diminish  rapidly,  and  all  the  signs  of  speedy  dissolution 
became  manifest.  Satisfying  myself  that  the  sudden  failure  of 
the  vital  forces  was  not  collapse  as  a  consequence  of  rupture  of 
the  uterus,  I  informed  the  patient  and  her  friends  of  the  exact 
situation,  and  at  their  earnest  solicitation  proceeded  to  extempo- 
rize instruments  with  which  to  i)erform  craniotomy.  A  common 
bucket  bail  wire  was  procured,  from  which  a  hook  similar  in  de- 
sign to  Oldham's  vertebral  hook  was  fashioned,  and  a  pair  of 
sharp- pointed  seamstress'  shears  completed  the  armamentarium. 
The  patient  was  placed  in  the  usual  lithotomy  position  with 
nates  well  over  the  edge  of  the  bed,  while  an  assistant  held  each 
knee  and  the  midwife  made  pressure  on  the  woman's  abdomen  to 
steady  the  child.  The  shears  was  introduced  witb  the  point 
governed  by  the  fingers  of  the  left  hand,  and  the  head  perforated 
a  little  behind  the  parietal  prominence,  and  with  their  points  still 
closed  were  passed  quickly  down  to  the  medulla  in  order  to  ex- 
tinguish life  at  once  in  case  the  child  should  still  be  alive.  The 
blades  were  partially  withdrawn  and  separated  an  inch  and  a 
quarter  or  half,  then  closed  and  turned  half  round  and  separated 
as  before.  This  broke  up  the  calvarium  sufficiently  and  lacerated 
the  brain  considerably,  which  was  then  completed  very  easily  by 
passing  the  shears  open  into  the  brain  and  closing  them,  repeating 
a  few  times.  The  vertebral  hook  was  then  introduced  and  the 
cerebral  debris  removed  as  speedily  as  possible.  When  the  mass 
was  principally  removed  and  the  calvarium  collapsed,  the  hook 
was  passed  into  the  foramen  magnum,  a  purchase  obtained,  and 
with  the  point  of  the  hook  guarded  with  the  finger,  traction  was 
made  resulting  in  delivery  in  forty  minutes  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  operation.  The  woman  slowly  rallied  and  made  a 
good  recovery. 

From  the  foregoing  case  I  make  the  following  conclusions: 
That  the  practice  of  going  any  considerable  distance  to  attend  a 
case  of  obstetrics  and  not  carrying  the  proper  instruments  with 
us,  as  is  the  rule  with  physicians  of  this  county,  if  not  of  the 
majority  of  the  pliysicians  all  over  the  country,  is  certainly  very 
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bad  policy.  While  I  believe  the  child  in  my,  case  to  have  been 
dead  when  I  first  saw  the  ease^  and  consequently  not  effected  by 
the  operation,  I  reflect  that  I  con  Id  have  saved  the  mother  two 
hoars'  pain,  and  possibly  might  have  saved  the  child  had  I  have 
carried  the  forceps  into  the  room  with  me.  Second,  when  crani- 
otomy becomes  absolutely  necessary,  a  common  pair  of  sharp- 
pointed  shears  makes  a  good  and  safe  perforator,  and  therefore 
equal  to  the  best.  There  being  no  cutting  edge  exposed  if  or- 
dinary care  be  taken  to  guard  the  point,  there  can  be  no  danger 
to  the  mother,  and  the  serious  results  we  sometimes  meet  with, 
where  the  ordinary  perforator  has  been  nsed,  are  always  avoided. 
And  we  should  not  allow  ourselves  to  depend  too  much  on  any 
particular  instrument  in  any  case,  but  try  if  possible  to  meet  and 
be  equal  to  every  emergency  by  grasping  and  utilizing  any  means 
of  advantage  that  may  be  within  our  reach,  and  never  under  any 
circumstances  sit  down  in  the  face  of  trying  emergencies  and 
wrap  the  gloomy  mantle  ot  perplexity  about  us  and  wish  for  this, 
that,  and  the  other,  when  in  many  cases  a  very  common  thing 
can  be  quickly  prepared  that  will  ansWer  the  purpose,  almost  or 
quite  as  well,  as  the  costliest  instrument  that  is  manufactured  for 
that  particular  purpose. 


S^h^Han^. 


The  DiAONoeis  by  Auscultation  of  Pbbicabdial  Fbio- 
TION  MuBMUBS. — The  differential  diagnosis  of  pericardial  mur- 
murs by  means  ot  auscultation  is  often  a  problem  of  the  greatest 
intricacy,  owing  to  the  failure  to  recognijEe  certain  laws  which 
pertain  to  the  foundation  of  the  auscultation  of  cardiac  sounds 
and  murmurs.  In  studying  any  case  of  possible  pericarditis  with 
with  equivocal  murmurs,  it  is  always  helpful  to  decide  whether 
the  etiol<^ica1  relations  in  a  case  favor  the  presence  of  pericardi- 
tis. This  condition  is  rarely,  if  ever,  present  as  a  primary  pro- 
B,  bat  it  is  frequently  consecutive  upon  rheumatism  0?  with 

28P 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


120  8£LB0nON8. 

alterations  of  the  blood-tissue,  such  as  exist  in  renal  processes, 
P7»mia,  or  it  is  secondary  to  acute  or  chronic  inflammations  in 
adjacent  structures,  such  as  the  pleura,  the  peritoneum,  the  peri- 
hepatic tissue,  and  the  mediastinal  region. 

The  special  object  of  this  article  is  to  direct  attention  to  the 
differential  diagnostic  features  of  pericardial  frictions  in  general, 
but  especially  of  those  varieties  which  acoustically  closely  re- 
semble endocardial  valvular  murmurs. 

In  reviewing  the  causes  which  produce  pericardial  murmurs, 
Hayden  has  written  of  acute  pericarditis :  "  I  have  never  met 
with  a  case  which  would  warrant  me  in  asserting  that  a  state  of 
simple  dryness  and  vascularity  of  surface  may  give  rise  in  the 
pericardium  to  veritable  friction  sounds.  I  do  not,  however, 
deny  the  possibility  of  an  occurrence  which  theoretically  would 
seem  not  improbable.  In  every  instance,  without  exception,  in 
which  I  have  had  the  advantage  of  determining  by  post-mortem 
examination  of  the  body,  the  condition  of  the  serous  surface  of 
the  pericardium  where  friction  sounds  of  indubitable  pericardial 
origin  had  existed  during  the  patient's  last  illness,  I  have  found 
lymph  in  greater  or  less  quantity  efinsed  upon  the  surface."  Da 
Costa  supports  this  statement,  and  theoretically  grants  that  the 
initial  stage  of  dryness  of  the  pericardial  membrane  is  associated 
with  murmur,  but  adds  that  '^  practically,  I  have  never  seen  it, 
and  in  the  suspected  cases,  lymph  has  always  been  found,  with 
the  single  ex'^eption  of  a  case  in  which  the  friction  sound  had 
disappeared  nearly  a  week  before  death,  which  resulted  from 
kidney  lesion,  and  where  it  was  reasonable  to  infer  that  the 
lymph  had  beep  absorbed.'^ 

The  attributes  of  a  pericardial  friction  murmur  are  its  quality, 
including  loudness  and  pitch ;  its  point  of  maximum  intensity ; 
the  area  of  its  diffusion,  and  its  rhythm. 

1.  It  is  indubitable  that  the  quality  of  pericardial  friction  mur- 
murs may  be  distinctly  rubbing  or  friction-like,  and  synchronous 
with  the  movements  rather  than  the  sounds  of  the  heart,  which 
characteristics  lead  Watson  to  assign  the  designation  of  to-and- 
f ro  murmurs ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  pericardial  murmurs 
are  sometimes  blowing  in  quality,  and  quite  indistinguishable 
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acconstically  trom  the  endocardial  valvalar  murmars.  The  su- 
perficial quality  of  the  former  murmurs  afford  a  basis  of  distinc- 
tion, while  intra-cardiac  valvular  murmurs  are  audible,  as  though 
produced  on  a  different  and  deeper  plane.  The  rubbing  sound 
will  be  apparent  until  the  quantity  of  fluid  becomes  sufficient  to 
separate  the  walls  of  the  sac ;  the  friction  sound  reappearing 
when  the  lymph  is  absorbed.  The  gradual  disappearance 
of  the  murmur  with  a  gradual  reappearance  is  a  fairly  diagnostic 
sign. 

The  friction  murmur  may  also  be  recognized  by  palpation. 
Stokesy  indeed,  looked  upon  the  friction  fremitus  as  separating 
pericarditis  from  valvular  disease.  A  true  pericardial  friction 
fremitus  is  not  limited  to  the  known  positions  of  maximum  in- 
tensity of  endocardial  murmurs,  but  it  may  be  ielt  over  the  prsB- 
cordia,  but  not  often  beyond  the  normal  limit  of  cardial  dullness, 
unless  there  be  associated  inflammation  of  that  portion  of  the 
pleura  adjacent  to  the  pericardium. 

2.  If  it  is  granted  that  in  cases  of  acute  pericarditis  the  mur- 
mur is  usually  due  to  roughening  of  the  pericardial  surface  by 
the  presence  of  lymph,  it  becomes  inferential  that  the  continuous 
pulsation  of  the  heart  may  reduce  the  roughness  at  one  point  of 
the  pericardium,  while  fresh  areas  of  roughness  may  be  devel- 
oped, and  consequently  the  acoustic  phenomena  must  vary,  viz., 
the  point  of  maximum  intensity  of  the  pericardial  murmurs  can- 
not always  be  the  same.  The  friction  murmurs  must  also  cease 
if  the  fluid  effusion  becomes  considerable,  or  adhesions  of  the 
pericardium  may  modify  or  entirely  prevent  the  development  of 
friction  sounds.  Occasionally  bands  of  lymph  have  been  found 
on  post-mortem  examination,  stretched  like  a  bridle  over  the 
heart  across  the  pericardial  sac,  which  must  have  favored  the 
development  of  a  murmur  during  life.  When  local  adhesions  of 
the  pericardium  permit  portions  of  the  free  surface,  more  or  less 
covered  with  lymph,  tu  exist,  the  heart  being  free  to  move,  fric- 
tion sounds  can  occur  which  may  be  most  intense  anywhere  over 
the  prsoordia,  except  at  the  points  of  adhesion.  It  is  evident, 
therefore,  that  the  location  of  maximum  intensity  must  be  a  var- 
iable or  shifting  point,  affording  a  conspicuous  contrast  to  the 
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organic  valvalar  niarmars,  which  have  fixed  centres  of  maximum 
disMnctness,  oorresponding  with  a  point  at  which  the  chamber  of 
the  heart  where  the  mnrmur  is  produced,  approaches  most  closely 
the  chest  surface.  The  usual  location  of  friction  murmurs,  how* 
ever,  is  over  the  heart  or  near  the  orifices  of  the  vessels. 

3.  Special  attention  should  be  given  to  the  area  of  diffusion  of 
pericardial  murmurs.  It  is  an  ordinary  distinctive  point  that  in 
endocarditis  the  abnormal  murmurs  are  transmitted  upon  definite 
lines  of  maximum  intensity ;  but  in  pericarditis  one  may  recog- 
nize a  very  loud  murmur,  possibly  simulating  in  quality  an  en- 
docardial murmur,  and  yet  its  area  of  diffusion  with  maximum 
intensity  is  commonly  limited  to  the  prsBoordia,  or  if  transmitted 
over  the  whole  chest,  as  may  happen  in  children,  or  in  adults 
with  cardiac  hypertrophy,  the  area  of  maximum  intensity  of 
diffusion  will  follow  some  line  which  does  not  correspond  with 
the  area  of  diffusion  of  endocardial  murmurs.  The  latter  are 
transmitted  with  maximum  intensity  in  a  line  which  coincides 
with  the  direction  of  the  blood  current  by  which  they  are  pro- 
duced. Indeed,  by  closely  observing  the  single  point  it  may  be 
possible  to  differentiate  in  the  same  case  between  pericardial  and 
endocardial  murmurs,  as  was  illustrated  by  a  recent  autopsy  upon 
8  case  in  the  Philadelphia  Hospital.  Lesions  were  found  which 
had  caused  a  double  aortic  and  double  mitral  murmur,  and  also 
a  pericarditis  with  adhesions  which  had  given  rise  to  pericardial 
friction  murmurs.  In  this  instance  all  these  murmurs  had  been 
correctly  analyzed  during  life. 

4.  The  rhythm  of  pericardial  frictions  has  been  already  noticed 
as  to  and  fro,  and  synchronous  with  the  movements  rather  than 
the  sounds  of  the  heart,  yet  the  rhythm  of  pericardial  friction 
murmurs  may  be  systolic  or  diastolic. 

5.  A  change  of  posture  may  increase  the  intensity  of  a  peri- 
cardial friction  murmur,  rendering  a  murmur  which  is  faint  in 
the  vertical,  quite  distinct  in  the  recumbent  position,  while  in 
endocardial  murmurs  usually  tne  reverso  prevails,  that  is,  in  those 
cases  in  which  change  of  posture  has  any  effect  upon  the  acoustic 
phenomena  of  endocardial  murmurs. 

6.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  certain  postures  give  relief 
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to  the  dyspnoea  of  perioarditis  when  this  symptom  is  prominent ; 
for  instance,  if  the  recnmbent  posture  on  the  left  side  is  selected, 
the  liver  and  heart  both  tend  to  exercise  pressure  on  the  pericar- 
dium^ so  that  the  posture  on  the  right  side  is  usually  preferred. 
This  symptom  has,  therefore,  a  relative  value  in  estimating  the 
etiology  of  a  doubtful  murmur. 

7.  The  alterations  common  to  the  walls  <  f  the  heart  in  enco- 
cardial  valvular  disease  are  absent,  unless,  indeed,  endocardial 
processes  are  also  combined. 

In  recognizing  cases  of  endocardial  murmur,  we  can  estimate 
the. gravity  of  the  lesion  rather  by  the  changes  in  the  auricle  or 
ventricle  of  the  heart  than  by  the  diffusion  or  quality  of  the  mur- 
mur ;  but  in  pericarditis,  these  changes  do  not  correspond  with 
the  hypertrophy  and  dilatations  commonly  found  in  endocardial 
valvular  lesions ;  and  when  in  uncomplicated  chronic  pericardi- 
tis, with  adhesions,  the  heart  is  hypertrophied,  the  organ  is  apt 
to  be  drawn  up  to  the  left  by  the  adhesions  in  a  more  or  less  sig- 
nificant manner. 

8.  Friction  murmurs  can  be  developed  by  the  movements  of 
the  heart  in  the  pleura  adjacent  to  the  inflamed  pericardial  sac, 
if  the  former  be  also  covered  with  lymph.  One  of  the  best 
methods  of  differentiating  this  murmur  from  one  developed  within 
the  pericardial  sac  is  to  cause  the  patient  to  cease  breathing  for  a 
moment,  and  then  by  ausculting  the  heart  the  friction-sounds 
persist  if  of  pericardial  origin.  If  the  portion  of  the  pleura  ad- 
jacent to  the  pericardium  be  also  covered  with  lymph,  the  heart's 
motion  transmitted  through  the  pericardium  may  produce  pleu- 
ritic friction  even  while  the  luog  is  at  rest.  The  location  of  the 
murmur  at  the  border  of  the  pericardium  and  its  transmission 
beyond  its  confines  will  be  the  best  aids  to  auscultation ;  since,  in 
pericarditis  without  associated  pleurisy,  the  murmur  will  more 
probably  be  confined  to  the  normal  limit  of  cardial  dullness,  and 
the  same  rule  will  apply  to  a  friction  fremitus  recognized  by  pal- 
pation. 

A  friction  murmur  can  also  be  produced  by  the  action  of  the 
normal  heart  in  an  inflamed  and  roughened  pleura.  This  is  very 
difficult  to  recognize  with  precision ;  the  foregoing  principles  can 
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be  applied,  and  the  etiological  relations  of  the  suspected  condi- 
tions studied.  The  murmur  is  often  perceived  near  the  apex  of 
the  heart.  It  may  not  occur  with  each  cardiac  pulsation,  and 
may  cease  during  held  expiration. 

These  observations  might  readily  be  extended  to  include  other 
methods  of  physical  diagnosis  applicable  to  the  recognition  of 
pericarditis ;  but  the  subject  is  a  familiar  one,  and  only  the  sur- 
vey oi  the  results  of  auscultation  has  been  attempted,  chiefly  to 
bring  out  the  characteristics  relating  to  the  focus  of  maximum 
intensity  and  the  area  of  diffumon  of  pericardia]  friction  murmurs. 
— Prof.  JE.  T.  Bruen,  M.D.,  in  PhUa.  Med,  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Cabbolic  Acid  Injections  as  a  Cobe  fob  Hemobbhoids. — 
Much  has  been  written  during  the  last  few  years  concerning  the 
carbolic  acid  injection  treatment  of  hemorrhoids.  Some  surgeons 
have  recommended  it  very  highly ;  other  have  condemned  it  as 
dangerous,  ineffective  and  unsurgical. 

Dr.  C.  B.  Kelsey,  who  has  had  a  large  experience  in  the  treat- 
ment of  rectal  disease,  is  an  enthusiastic  advocate  of  this  mode  of 
treatment.  Comparing  the  results  obtained  in  this  way  with  those 
from  the  use  of  the  clamp  and  ligature,  he  says  that  in  his  opinion 
it  possesses  advantages  over  either  of  th^m.  In  a  recent  article 
in  the  New  York  MedioalJoumdl  (Nov.  14,  1885),  he  says  there 
are  two  accidents  which  may  happen  in  this  operation  for  which 
the  surgeon  must  be  prepared,  viz.,  ulceration  and  abscess.  Ul- 
ceration is  the  result  of  using  a  strong  solution  which  causes  a 
distinct  slough  of  the  tumor  injected.  He  has  never  seen  an 
ulcer  larger  than  a  twenty- five  cent  piece,  and  has  never  known 
one  to  give  serious  trouble  or  refuse  to  heal  kindly  with  proper 
local  treatment.  When  ulceration  does  occur,  it  is  well  to  cease 
the  injections  and  to  deal  exclusively  with  this  condition.  Ap- 
plications of  nitrate  of  silver,  iodoform,  calomel,  etc.,  are  usually 
sufficient  to  induce  cicatrization.  The  ulcer  is  not  usually  pain- 
ful, and  the  discharge  is  about  the  only  symptom  of  which  the 
patient  complains. 

It  is  impossible  to  predict  with  any  certainty  the  proportion  of 
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patients  in  whom  a  solution  of  a  given  strength  will  prodace  a 
slongh  and  in  bow  many  a  simple  induration,  though,  as  a  rule, 
weak  solutions  are  less  likely  to  produce  sloughs  than  the  stronger 
ones. 

Abscesses  may  be  trivial  or  serious.  The  former  develop  just 
at  the  margin  of  the  anus  and  result  in  a  superficial  fistula,  whichi 
if  it  does  not  spontaneously  heal,  can  easily  be  laid  open  and 
dressed  with  lint  from  the  bottom.  The  other  abscess  is  a  much 
more  serious  matter,  deep  in  the  cellular  tissue  of  the  ischio-rectal 
fossa.  Such  cases  have  been  cited  as  among'the  moat  serious  ob- 
jections to  this  operation.  They  are  due  to  the  injection  of  too 
strong  a  solution  or  of  undiluted  acid  either  into  a  small  tumor  or 
into  the  cellular  tissue  entirely  beneath  the  tumor.  Pure  acid 
injected  into  a  large  hemorrhoid  may  cause  a  limited  slough  re- 
sulting in  a  perfect  cure,  while  the  same  injected  beneath  a  small 
tumor  is  pretty  sure  to  cause  a  considerable  cellulitis. 

As  regards  the  production  of  pain,  he  says  that,  speaking  in  a 
general  way,  he  does  not  expect  much  pain  from  a  weak  solution ; 
but  nevertheless  it  is  sometimes  met  with.  If  it  comes  with  any 
solution  he  is  not  surprised,  and  if  it  does  not  come  he  is  pleased. 
Severe  pain  is  quite  exceptional. 

So  tar  as  he  has  been  able  to  formulate  rules  concerning  this 
operation  they  are  as  follows : 

1.  Use  only  the  purest  crystallized  carbolic  acid,  the  purest 
glycerine  and  distilled  water  in  the  preparation  of  solutions. 
Each,  when  prepared,  should  be  perfectly  colorless  and  clear,  the 
acid  being  in  perfect  solution.  The  glycerine  is  added  to  the 
solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  water  in  just  sufficient  quantity  to 
make  a  clear  fluid,  and  the  amount  is  not  important.  As  soon  as 
a  solution  begins  to  assume  a  yellowish  tint,  it  should  be  replaced 
by  a  fresh  one. 

2.  Use  only  the  finest  and  most  perfect  hypodermic  needles 
and  a  perfectly  working  clean  syringe  with  side  handles.  After 
each  injection,  when  the  syringe  is  put  away,  clean  it  thoroughly, 
to  be  ready  for  the  next  time. 

3.  The  treatment  may  be  applied  to  every  variety  of  internal 
hemorrhoids,  no  matter  what  their  size.     It  is  not  applicable  to 
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external  hemorrhoids,  either  of  the  cutaneous  or  the  vascular 
variety,  both  of  which  may  be  treated  by  better  means. 

4.  Before  makiog  an  application  give  an  enema  of  hot  water, 
and  let  the  patient  strain  the  tumors  as  much  into  view  as  pos- 
sible. Five  drops  of  the  solution  should  then  be  thrown  into  the 
largest  tumor,  as  near  its  centre  as  possible,  the  needle  being  in- 
troduced at  the  most  prominent  part  of  the  tumor  and  care  being 
taken  not  to  penetrate  so  far  as  to  perforate  the  wall  of  the  rectum 
into  the  surrounding  cellular  tissue.  As  it  is  impossible  to  tell 
certainly  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours  just  what  effect  is  to  fol- 
low from  an  injection,  it  is  best  to  inject  no  more  than  one  tumor 
at  a  visit.  If  on  the  second  day  there  is  no  pain  nor  soreness,  he 
would  inject  another  one.  As  to  the  immediate  effect,  there  is 
likely  to  be  some  smarting  at  once,  if  the  injection  is  made  near 
the  verge  of  the  anus ;  but  if  above  the  external  sphincter  there 
is  likely  to  be  no  discomfort  for  several  minutes,  when  a  sense  oi 
soreness  and  smarting  will  occur.  In  some  cases  pain  coming  on 
in  about  half  an  hour  becomes  quite  severe  and  then  subsides  in 
a  few  hours.  If  it  increases  Instead  of  disappearing,  and  on  the 
following  day  there  is  a  good  deal  of  suffering,  it  is  a  pretty  good 
indication  that  a  slough  is  about  to  form. 

6.  The  strength  of  the  solution  is  to  be  adapted  to  the  special 
case  in  hand.  Into  a  large,  vascular,  well-defined,  prolapsing 
tumor  he  would  inject  five  drops  of  pure  carbolic  acid,  expecting 
to  produce  a  circumscribed  slough,  resulting  in  a  radical  cure.  A 
thirty-three-and-one-third  per  cent,  solution  would  probably  pro- 
duce consolidation  and  shrinkage  without  a  slough,  but  the  injec- 
tion would  have  to  be  repeated  several  times.  A  small,  slightly 
protruding,  non-peduuculated  tumor,  merely  felt  as  a  prominence 
on  the  mucous  membrane,  may  be  cured  by  a  single  injection  of 
a  five  per  cent,  solution,  which  would  cause  it  to  harden  and 
shrink,  while  a  fifty  per  cent,  solution  might  give  a  good  deal  of 
trouble. 

Of  course  in  this,  as  in  any  other  surgical  procedure,  some  cases 
will  be  more  successful  than  others  and  an  occasional  accident  will 
occur;  but  on  the  whole,  Dr.  Kelsey  regards  it  as  the  best  plan  of 
treatment  yet  devised. — St.  Louis  Courier  of  Medicine. 
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The  Rbooonition  OF  Mortified  Bowel  in  Operations 
FOB  the  Relief  op  Strangulated  Hernia.— The  medicsal 
practitioner  who  has  been  hastilj  summoned  to  operate  upon  a 
patient  with  strangulated  hernia  finds  himself  confronted  with 
problems^  the  gravity  of  which  can  alone  be  appreciated  by  those 
who  have  frequently  met  them.  The  medical  treatment  to  be 
adopted,  the  extent  to  which  taxis  should  by  employed,  and  the 
time  it  is  prudent  to  delay  operative  interference  when  other 
measure^  have  proved  fruitless,  are  grave  questions  upon  the 
solution  of  which  the  life  of  the  patient  depends.  The  operation 
decided  upon,  the  particular  method  to  be  employed  and  the 
manner  of  dealing  with  the  stricture — with  or  without  opening 
the  sac — arc  matters  of  minor  consequence,  and  affairs  that 
should  be  settled  in  the  mind  of  every  practitioner  by  a  reference 
to  sound  surgical  principles  and  the  teachings  of  experience. 
There  are  questions  connected  with  the  condition  of  the  parts 
strangulated  that  must  be  solved  by  the  surgeon  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  operation,  about  which  much  less  is  said  in  works  on 
surgery  than  their  importance  warrants.  These  pertain  to  the 
vitality  of  the  part  that  has  been  strangulated,  and  the  duty  of 
the  surgeon  in  the  premises.  If  the  part  is  still  living,  it  mat- 
ters not  how  much  damaged  by  compression,  it  should  be  returned 
at  once  into  the  abdomen ;  upon  this  step  the  patient's  life  de- 
pends.  If  the  part  is  mortified  and  dead,  to  return  it  within  the 
cavity  of  the  belly  is  to  insure  the  patient's  destruction;  if  he  is 
to  have  a  chance  for  life,  other  measures  must  be  adopted. 

Again,  the  decision  of  the  operator  can  but  rarely  be  guided 
or  aided  by  aught  but  the  conditions  revealed  by  his  knife  dur- 
ing the  operation.  The  state  of  the  patient  and  the  history  of 
the  case  may  indicate  the  imminence  of  mortification  of  the 
bowel ;  in  the  end  the  appeal  is  to  the  senses  of  the  surgeon,  and 
upon  the  conclusion  at  Which  he  then  arrives  will  depend  the 
fate  of  the  patient. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  behooves  every  man  who  may  be 
placed  in  position  to  make  such  a  momentous  decision  to  at  least 
go  to  the  task,  sustained  by  every  aid  that  can.  be  derived  from 
the  experience  of  those  who  themselves  have  been  placed  in  this 
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dilemma  and  compelled  to  act  with  snob  lights  as  they  then  pos- 
sessed— whose  records^  next  to  personal  experience^  become  the 
best  guide  for  those  forced  to  follow  in  their  footsteps. 

The  history  of  the  case  may  throw  some  light  upon  the  state 
of  the  intestine.  This  is  especially  so  in  those  cases  in  which 
the  severity  of  the  symptoms  suddenly  subsides  without  the 
rupture  having  been  reduced.  The  pain  is  violent,  the  abdomen 
distended  and  singultus  and  sterooraceous  vomiting  present;  sud- 
denly the  patient^s  sufferings  cease,  and  were  it  not  for  the  cold 
extremities,  flickering  pulse  and  persistent  tumor — but  above  all, 
the  teachings  of  experience — the  surgeon  could  not  but  acknow- 
ledge that  all  tangible  ap|)earances  portended  a  change  for  the 
better.  Yet,  almost  invariably  gangrene  of  the  gut  has  taken 
place,  and  the  fallacious  evidences  of  improvement  above  noted 
are  in  reality  its  best  clinical  exponent.  Certain  almost  as  these 
signs  are,  when  present,  yet  it  comparatively  seldom,  happens 
that  the  surgeon  has  their  aid  in  guiding  him  in  the  measures  he 
must  adopt ;  they  form,  but  infrequently,  a  part  of  the  history  of 
cases  submitted  to  operation.  If  present,  the  surgeon  is  reason- 
ably sure  of  what  he  will  find  when  he  operates;  they  may  be 
absent  and  mortification  yet  exist.  The  patient's  chance  of  life 
depends  upon  the  surgeon's  ability  to  recognize  mortification  of 
the  bowel  when  he  sees  it,  and  his  promptitude  and  skill  in  deal- 
ing with  it  when  present. 

It  scarcely  need  to  be  said  that  mere  darkening  in  color  of  the 
bowel,  effusion  of  fluid  into  the  sac,  or  exudation  of  lymph  about 
the  stricture  are  of  no  special  significance  in  this  connection,  and 
bear  in  no  way  upon  the  presence  or  absence  of  mortification. 
It  has  been  again  and  again  repeated  in  manuals  treating  of  her- 
nia operations  that  a  deep,  purplish  discoloration  of  the  bowel 
and  absence  of  circulation  indicate  mortification;  that  when 
these  physical  signs  are  present  the  surgeon  should  press  upon 
the  strictured  part,  and  if  the  color  remains  unchanged  when  the 
finger  is  removed,  the  bowel  is  dead.  It  requires  but  little  prac- 
tical experience  in  dealing  with  these  cases  to  appreciate  the  fal- 
lacious character  of  these  signs;  the  gut  may  be  fairly  black  from 
congestion  and  yet  alive ;  the  color  may  remain  unchanged  under 
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pressure  and  still  that  fact  have  no  bearing  on  the  question  of 
mortification,  for  a  band  of  stricture^  as  yet  unappreciated,  may 
be  the  sole  cause  of  the  persistent  hypersemia. 

It  is  quite  different  as  regards  certain  other  signs,  especially 
when  two  or  more  of  them  are  seen  in  conjunction.  If  the 
hawd  be  dark  and  mottled  with  grayish  spots,  of  contracted  and 
AriveUed  aspect^  wiih  a  slight  amount  of  discolored  fluid  surround- 
ing  the  gut,  and  a  cadaveric  odor  apparent  when  the  sac  is  opened, 
mortification  is  certainly  present,  and  the  return  of  the  strictured 
part  within  the  abdominal  cavity  dooms  the  patient  to  certain 
death.  The  surgeon^s  duty  is  to  open  the  sphacelated  gut,  apply 
a  poultice  and  favor  the  relief  of  the  obstructed  bowel  hy  a  free 
discharge  of  the  intestinal  contents  through  the  outlet  thus 
formed.  An  artificial  anus  is  thus  established,  and  the  patient, 
tor  a  time,  must  be  content  with  this  deformity  ;  fortunately  it  is 
a  condition  susceptible  of  relief,  and  the  surgeon  may  ultimately 
free  his  patient  of  even  this  defect. — Reuben  A.  Nance,  M.D,,  in 
Qeoeland  Med.  Gazette. 


Calomel  as  a  Thebapeutic  Agent. — Prof  Sacharjin  has 
published  a  paper  on  calomel  treatment  of  hypertrophic  cirrhosis 
of  the  liver  and  on  the  uses  of  calomel  in  internal  medication  in 
general  in  the  Zeitschrift  fuer  Uinische  Medioin, 

The  author  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  mild  chloride  is  invalu- 
able in  affections  of  the  bile-ducts,  and  maintains  that  in  two 
diseases,  especially,  no  other  medicament  can  accomplish  equally 
good  effects.  The  affections  referred  to  are  biliary  colic  and  hy- 
pertrophic cirrhosis  of  the  liver.  Of  the  use  of  mineral  waters 
in  such  cases  no  high  opinion  is  entertained,  the  relief  being  but 
for  a  brief  period.  Those  are  especially  suited  for  calomel  treat- 
ment that  present  as  marked  features  constant  pain  in  the  hepatic 
region  and  fever. 

The  calomel  should  be  given  in  doses  of  one  grain  at  hourly  in- 
tervals until  six  doses  are  taken.  Thereupon  the  powder  may  be 
administered  every  two  hours.  Not  more  than  twelve  successive 
doses  should  be  given.     Thus  no  diarrhea  of  any  serious  conse- 
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qaence  bappenis.  It  is  advisable  to  attend  strictly  to  cleansing 
the  teeth  at  frequent  intervals^  and  chlorate  of  potash  is  suggested 
as  a  mouth-wash. 

Sacharjin  also  advises  the  use  of  calomel  as  above  detailed  in 
cases  of  erysipelas  in  older  individuals  that  are  prone  to  heart- 
failure  and  digestive  disturbauce.  The  fever  is  said  to  be  effec- 
tually controlled,  and  the  calomel  may  be  repeated  afler  a  period 
of  rest,  should  the  process  not  be  arrested. 

In  enteric  fever  the  results  of  the  author  tally  with  the  good 
experiences  of  so  many  others.  The  calomel  should  be  given  in 
the  first  week,  not  later  than  the  eighth  or  ninth  day.  Then  only 
if  no  diarrhea  exists. 

The  purging  will  relieve  meteorism,  the  sensorium  becomes 
more  clear,  respiration  is  easier  and  the  temperature  comes  down. 
The  calomel  is  given  after  the  directions  cited  above  and  no  re- 
petition is  had,  in  order  not  to  depress  the  patient  inordinately. 
The  author  does  not  think  that  calomel  will  abort  the  typhoid 
fever  proce^. 

In  acute  lobar  pneumonia,  digitalis,  quinine,  salicylate  of  soda 
and  cold  water  do  not  accomplish  as  much  as  calomel,  which 
should  be  administered  early.  The  temperature  then  comes 
down  and  a  crisis  may  become  established. 

Acute  Bright's  diseass  is  another  condition  that  Sacharjin  has 
treated  with  calomel  with  the  result  of  reducing  the  fever,  re- 
lieving pain  and  rendering  the  urine  less  albuminous.  Profuse 
diarrhea  and  great  feebleness  are  to  be  considered  as  contra-indi- 
cations. —  Weekly  Med,  Review. 


Hypodermic  Medication. — From  Dr.  Talford  Jones'  ad- 
dress before  the  British  Medical  Association,  we  learn  that  Dr. 
Alexander  Wood,  of  Edinburgh,  in  1866  published  an  account 
of  his  method  of  introducing  liquor  morphia  into  the  system  by 
subcutaneous  injection,  which  was  the  first  recommendation  of 
the  hypodermic  method.  It  is  an  important  point  to  know  that 
the  cumulative  action  of  drugs  is  less  when  thus  given  than  by 
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any  other  way;  elimination  commences  sooner  and  is  sooner  com- 
pleted. Dr.  Jones  advises  us  to  look  carefully  into  the  gradua- 
tions on  the  piston-rod  of  the  syringe,  for  he  has  found  them 
more  oflen  wrong  than  right.  While  recommending  the  tablets 
for  hypodermic  ase,  Dr.  J.  recommends  us  to  make  our  own  so- 
lutions, when  we  are  ready  to  uae  them;  the  majority  of  solutions 
(especially  weak  ones)  do  not  keep  well.  The  acetate  of  mor- 
phia he  prefers  to  any  other  preparation  of  this  salt.  A  stock 
bottle  may  be  made  by  half  filling  with  water  (not  distilled)^  a 
bottle  that  holds  exdcUy  one  ounce;  put  in  40  grains  of  acetate 
of  morphia  and  exactly  four  minims  of  acetic  acid;  shake  and 
fill  the  bottle  with  water.  This  solution  will  keep  (if  corked  and 
kept  in  the  dark)  for  six  months.  It  should  only  be  opened  to 
fill  the  case  bottle.  It  may  become  a  little  darker^  but  this  is 
immaterial.  A  most  important  question  arises  in  connection 
with  the  dose;  as  a  general  rule,  we  may  say  that,  other  things 
being  equal,  the  dose  of  a  drug  must  be  apportioned  according  to 
the  body  weight  of  the  patient.  The  hypodermic  use  of  mor- 
phia should  be  avoided,  if  at  all  possible,  with  children,  and 
when  demanded,  after  having,  made  due  allowance  for  body 
weight,  we  should  give  no  more  than  half  the  otherwise  propor- 
tional dose.  The  initial  dose  should  be  from  1-24  to  i  of  a  grain. 
A  solution  of  atropine  will  keep  a  little  better  if  chloroform 
water  or  camphor  water  is  used  instead  of  plain  water. — Med. 
and  Surg.  Beporter. 


Bailboad  and  Steamboat  Fabes  to  the  Amebican  Med- 
ical Association  Meeting  at  St.  Louis. — ^The  St.  Louis  As- 
sociation of  General  Passenger  and  Ticket  Agents,  representing 
the  railroads  terminating  at  St.  Louis,  have  announced  that  the 
tickets  to  the  American  Medical  Association  Meeting  on  May  4th 
will  be  sold  at  the  rate  of  and  one-third  full  fare  for  the  round 
trip.  The  roads  represented  in  this  association  are  Chicago, 
Burlington  and  Quincy;  Diamond  Joe  Line;  Indianapolis  and 
St  Louis ;  Louisville,  Evansville  and  St.  Louis  ;  Louisville  and 
Nashville;  Missouri  Pacific;  Ohio  and  Mississippi;  St.  Louis 
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and  Cairo  Short  Line;  St  Louis  and  San  Francisco;  St.  Louis, 
Keokuk  and  Northwestern;  St.  Louis^  Iron  Mountain  and 
Southern ;  St.  Louis  and  St.  Paul  Packet ;  Vandalia  Line ; 
Wabash,  St.  Louis  and  Pacific. 

The  other  railroads  of  the  country  have  not  as  yet  taken  official 
action  in  the  matter,  but  we  are  assured  of  the  same  rate  being 
quoted  by  the  majority. — 8t.  Louis  Courier  of  Medicine. 


ExTBAOBDiNABY  FECUNDITY.— Dr.  H.  L.  Battle,  of  Wadley, 
Oa.,  sends  us  the  following  remarkable  case: 

''Anna  T.,  a  stout,  healthy  negress,  married,  age  24,  the  mother 
of  four  children,  was  delivered  January  1,  1885,  of  a  stoat, 
healthy  male  child.  It  lived  until  March  11,  1885,  at  which 
date  it  died  of  acute  bronchial  catarrh.  October  1,  1886,  I  de- 
livered her  of  another  fine,  healthy  boy,  who  is  still  alive  at  the 
date  of  this  writing,  January  1,  1886.  This  last  child  cried 
lustily  at  its  birth,  had  a  full  head  of  hair,  toe  and  finger  nails 
well  developed,  and  could  not  have  been  less  than  eight  months. 
Just  nine  months  between  the  children.  How  is  that  for  fast?'' 
— Atlanla  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


The  Shobtest  Intebval  Between  Confinements. — Dr. 
L.  N.  Davis,  of  Indiana,  writes  us : 

"Dr.  I.  N.  Trent  reported  last  year  to  the  Randolph  County 
(Ind.)  Medical  Society  the  case  of  a  lady,  whom  he  had  waited 
on  twice  in  confinement  at  full  term,  within  a  period  of  nine  and 
a  half  months.  The  first  time  she  was  delivered  of  twins,  with 
forceps;  the  second,  of  a  healthy  boy  without  assistance.  Dur- 
ing the  first  labor  she  had  convulsions,  with  albuminuria,  the 
albumen  continuing  five  months  thereafter.  Is  this  not  the 
shortest  interval  between  confinements  on  record?'' — Phila.  Med. 
and  Surg.  Reporter, 
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Tbeatment  op  Acute  Rheumatism. — Dr.  R.  H.  Fox  states 
iD  the  British  Medical  Journal  that  id  a  severe  case  of  rheuma- 
tism in  which  salicylate  of  sodium^  potassium,  quinine,  colchicum 
and  liniments  had  all  failed  to  relieve  the  fever  and  pain,  the  re- 
lief was  immediate  after  sponging  with  cold  water  and  quickly 
drying  the  skin  afterward.  Although  this  is  no  new  treatment, 
it  is  one  which  requires  some  courage  to  practice,  and  yet  may 
he  well  adapted  to  certain  severe  cases  in  which  the  salicylic  rem- 
edies are  ineffectual. — Therapeutic  Gazette. 


Treatment  of  Umbilical  Hernia. — The  following  simple 
method  is  recommended  by  Dr.  Archambault  {Journal  de  Ac- 
coueheTnenta,  October  30, 1885),  a  piece  of  white  wax  is  rolled  be- 
tween the  fingers  into  a  little  ball  the  size  of  a  marble.  It  is 
then  cut  in  two,  and  one  of  the  halves  placed,  with  its  convex 
side  down,  into  the  umbilical  depression,  and  retained  there  by  a 
strip  of  adhesive  plaster.  In  an  hour  or  two  the  little  hemis- 
phere becomes  sufficiently  softened  to  adhere  to  the  skin,  and 
thus  answers  as  a  truss,  without  any  other  support. 


Chapped  Hands. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia 
County  Medical  Society,  Dr.  Carl  Seiler  called  attention  to  the 
value  of  tincture  of  benzoin  in  the  treatment  of  chapped  hands 
and  frosted  feet.  He  has  used  it  in  a  number  of  cases  with  much 
success.  It  is  applied  by  simply  painting  it  on  the  skin.  The 
stocking  may  be  prevented  from  sticking  to  the  feet  by  rubbing 
some  oil  over  the  benzoin. — Polyclinic, 


The  Cleveland  Medical  Oazette  is  the  title  of  a  new  medical 
journal.  It  is  gotten  up  in  good  style.  Monthly;  48  pages;  $1 
per  annum.  It  is  edited  by  Drs.  A.  R.  Baker  and  8.  W.  Kelly, 
of  the  Cleveland  Post-Oraduate  school.  We  wish  our  new  co- 
temporary  ample  prosperity  and  long  life. 
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ToNGALiNE. — J.  L,  Grant,  M.D.,  of  CarrolUon,  Mo.,  states: 
^'  Wishing  to  be  of  benefit  to  any  poor  sufferer  with  asthma,  I 
will  say  my  wife  is  subject  to  asthma  and  has  been  for  years.  She 
had  a  severe  headache  during  one  of  her  spells,  and  I  gave  her  a 
dose  of  Tongaline,  which  relieved  her  of  the  asthma.  I  have 
tried  Tongaline  with  her  several  times  since  when  suffering,  and 
in  every  instance  the  asthma  was  checked.  I  recommended  it  to 
Mr.  Jos.  Black,  a  young  gentleman  of  our  town,  and  he  says  it 
relieved  him  every  time  taken.  I  know  you  do  not  recommend 
it  for  asthma,  but  I  can  safely  do  so.'' 


Ointment  fob  Eczema. — M.  Lucas-Championiere  recom- 
mends the  following  formula  for  eczema  and  intertrigo,  foul 
sweating  feet,  and  the  erythema  of  the  buttocks  of  the  new-born : 

B^     Acidi  borid  pulv 6  grammes. 

Vaseline 10        " 

Balsam  of  Peru '. 0.50        "  M. 

Sig.  Incorporate  the  boric  acid  directly  with  the  vaseline  with- 
out previously  dissolving  it  in  alcohol  or  glycerine. — V  Union 
Med. 


Tannin  as  a  Specific  Cure  for  Carbuncle. — Tannin  is 
claimed  to  be  a  specific  for  carbuncle.  The  dry  powder  should 
be  sprinkled  on  as  long  as  it  will  dissolve.  Every  day  the  car- 
buncle should  be  washed  and  re-sprinkled  with  tannin.  It  is 
said  that  under  this  treatment  the  carbuncle  soon  heals,  and  with- 
out pain. — Oour.  Reo. 


Young  Parents. — W.  H.  Allen  reports  a  case  in  which  a 
girl  thirteen  years  and  six  months  old  bore  a  nine  pound  baby, 
the  father  being  a  boy  fourteen  years  old. — Brit,  Med,  Jour. 
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ELEVENTH   ANNUAL  COMMENCEMENT  OF  THE  MEDI- 

CAL  AND  DENTAL  DEPARTMENTS  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  TENNESSEE. 


The  annual  Commencement  exercises  of  the  Medical  and  Dental 
Departments  of  the  University  of  Tennessee,  were  held  in  the  Masonic 
Theater  on  the  night  of  February  26,  1886.  Every  seat  was  occupied 
by  the  large  assembly  of  friends  of  the  institution,  who  had  gathered 
to  show  their  appreciation  of  the  meritorious  efforts  of  its  energetic  and 
talented  faculty,  and  to  honor  its  brilliant  graduating  class  who  had  at- 
tained a  recognized  proficiency  in  their  chosen  profession.  Every  seat 
in  the  auditorium,  except  those  in  the  parquet  reserved  for  the  gradu- 
ates was  occupied  soon  after  the  doors  were  opened,  and  many  came 
who  failed  to  gain  an  entrance  on  account  of  the  crowded  state  of  the 
hall,  notwithstanding  another  attraction  in  the  way  of  the  first  con- 
cert of  the  Nashville  Musical  Union  was  being  held  U  the  same  time 
at  the  Opera  House. 

The  stage  setting  represented  a  beautiful  garden  in  spring;  costly  and 
beautiful  floral  decorations,  exotics  and  hot-house  plants  covered  ta- 
bles and  stands,  and  hung  on  the  walls.  The  stage  was  occupied  by 
Hon.  John  L.  Moses,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees,  Prof.  W.  P.  Jones,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Medical  and 
Dental  Faculties,  Prof.  Duncan  Eve,  M  D.,  the  Dean  of  the  Depart- 
ments, the  other  members  of  the  Faculty,  the  two  Valedictorians,  Geo. 
W.  Myers,  D.D.S.,  of  Ky,  and  R.  W.  Freeman,  M.D.,  of  Texas, 
Rev.  Charles  E.  Raymond,  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and 
other  gentlemen  of  scientific  and  high  professional  attainments,  among 
whom  was  to  be  recognized  Dr.  A.  J.  Swaney,  of  Gallatin,  and  Dr. 
C.  A.  Crunk,  of  Shelbyville. 

The  music  of  the  occasion  was  furnished  by  the  celebrated  Colum- 
bia Cornet  Band,  under  the  leadership  of  a  young  lady. 
3SP 
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The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  W.  P.  Jones,  and  prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Raymond. 

The  first  feature  of  the  programme  was  the  valedictory  to  the  dental 
graduates  by  George  W,  Myers,  D.D.S.,  of  Kentucky.  The  speaker 
presented  a  handsome  appearance,  and  delivered  his  address  in  a 
graceful,  easy,  and  business-like  manner.  He  told  how  the  dental 
profession  had  increased  in  respectability  and  prominence,  until  today 
it  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  worthy  and  scientific  of  all  the  professions. 
In  1858  the  first  regular  certificate  of  dental  proficiency  was  issued. 
The  speaker  paid  high  tribute  to  his  calling,  and  made  an  eloquent 
farewell  address  to  professors  and  students. 

Next  was  the  eloquent  valedictory  of  R.  W.  Freeman,  M.D  ,  of 
Texas,  which  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  our  readers  in  full.  It  needs 
no  comment  at  our  hand,  showing  in  itself  the  evidences  of  a  cultured 
and  thoughtful  mind.  He  delivered,  in  our  opinion,  one  of  the  best 
valedictory  addresses  ever  heard  in  the  South,  in  a  manner  so  elo- 
quent, so  graceful  and  charming,  as  to  command  encomiums  from  all. 
He,  and  his  associate,  received  a  number  of  handsome  floral  testimonials 
from  friends  in  the  audience.  His  address  is  as  follows : 
^^ Ladies y  Gentlemen^  Esteemed  Professors ^  and  Sttidents: 

How  frequently  do  we  hear,  '^Tempus  fuii;"  how  seldom  remember, 
*^Tempora  fugitf'  yet  nothing  is  less  true  than  the  convivial  maxim, 
^^Dum  vivimus  vwamus"  for,  paradoxical  as  it  may  appear,  none  of  us 
really  live  while  we  live.  Old  age  is  engaged  in  retrospection  of  the 
past,  youth  in  anticipation  of  the  future.     We  are  all  dreamers. 

Our  life  is  a  dream, 
Our  life  as  a  stream 
Glides  swiftly  away, 
And  the  fugitive  moment 
Refuses  to  stay. 

In  walking  through  a  gallery  of  fine  arts,  in  sculptured  marble  and 
painted  canvas  we  behold  nothing  but  the  dreams  that  filled  the  lives 
and  became  the  real  existence  of  those,  who  with  brush,  chisel  and 
pencil,  spake  to  succeeding  ages,  and  registered  deathless  names  in  un. 
dying  forms,  upon  the  scroll  of  immortality;  and  mute  marble,  and  silent 
canvas,  are  the  eloquent  historians  that  transmit  their  fame,  speak  their 
praise,  and  proclaim  their  achievements  to  all  generations.  ''The  mind 
can  create  substance  and  people  planets  of  its  own  with  beings  brighter 
than  have  been,  and  give  a  breath  to  forms  which  can  outlive  all  flesh." 
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Angelic  hope,  with  artistic  fingers,  takes  the  golden  treasures  of  mem- 
ory and  weaves  them  into  the  magic  vision  of  our  lives. 

Plato  dreamed  of  a  republic;  Bacon  of  a  new  Atlantis;  Moore 
dreamed  of  Utopia;  Byron's  dream  was  a  reality,  and  all  else  mere 
shadow.  The  sailor  upon  the  high  seas,  in  the  silent  watches  of  the 
night,  forgets  the  swell  of  the  ocean  and  the  sUrs  that  look  down  upon 
him,  while  he  dreams  of  home  and  loved  ones  around  the  fireside.  The 
merchant  dreams  of  debit  and  credit,  of  loss  and  profit.  The  lawyer 
dreams  of  briefs  and  clients,  of  principles  established  and  questions 
adjudicated.  The  divine  dreams  of  faith,  hope  and  charity,  bringing 
the  world  under  sweet  subjection  to  the  will  of  the  loving  Nazarenc, 
and  of  the  soul  of  man  flourishing  **in  immortal  youth  amid  the  war 
of  elements,  the  wreck  of  matter  and  the  crush  of  worlds." 

"The  dreamfl  in  their  development  have  breath, 
And  tears,  and  tortures,  and  the  touch  of  joy; 
They  leave  a  weight  on  all  our  waking  thoughts, 
They  take  a  weight  from  off  our  waking  toils, 
They  do  divide  our  being;  they  become 
A  portion  of  ourselves  as  of  our  time, 
And  look  like  heralds  of  eternity ; 
They  pass  like  spirits  of  the  past— they  speak 
Like  sybils  of  the  future. 

Philosophy  in  search  of  truth,  and  science  in  its  pursuit  of  knowl- 
edge, look  from  earth  to  heaven  and  dream,  and  without  dreams  there 
is  no  invention  nor  discovery. 

From  Columbus  to  Franklin,  from  Franklin  to  Morse,  from  Fulton 
to  Stephenson,  the  glowing  imagination  wove  the  weird  threads  of 
golden  visions. 

Think  you  the  decorations,  the  lights,  the  music  and  this  splendid 
audience  can  confine  the  attention  of  any  one  to  the  present  moment? 
No ;  all  are  dreaming,  and  these  dreams  are  varied  as  a  kaleidoscope, 
changeful  as  a  panorama,  beautiful  as  clouds  upon  which  a  sunset 
plays;  some  deep  as  the  unsounded  depths  of  the  ocean,  others  light  as 
gossamer  and  fleecy  as  snow.  Even  the  young  lady  dreams  of  the 
conquests  of  bright  eyes  and  smiling  lips.  The  intellectual  vacuum 
which  we  call  a  dude,  with  the  adoring  fondness  of  a  Narcissus,  con- 
templates his  spider  legged  symmetry,  while  he  increases  his  musical 
repertoire  from  ** Lade  da"  to  ** Sleeping,  I  Dream,  Love."  The 
brethren  of  Joseph  exclaimed,  *;  There  comes  the  dreamer."  They 
could  not  defeat  it;    A  dream — an   empire!     The  child  of  Corsica, 
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though  swaying  the  sceptre  over  his  largest  dominion,  realized  but  half 
his  dream.  Who  shall  say  it  was  not  inspired ;  or  that  great  forces 
centered  in  a  peculiar  nature  do  not  awaken  dormant  energies  by 
visions  suited  to  that  capacity? 

Of  all  the  persons  here  assembled,  none  are  more  complete  dreamers 
this  moment,  than  the  alumni  in  whose  honor  these  ceremonies  are  in- 
stituted. 

Memory  lingers  for  a  moment  with  the  scenes  of  the  past.  It  re- 
calls a  timid,  diffident  youth,  who,  two  years  ago,  left  the  association 
and  endearments  of  home,  coming  to  a  strange  city,  to  study  a  difficult 
science.  How  cheerless  and  drear  seemed  the  prospect— strange  forms, 
strange  faces,  cold  words  and  without  a  single  tie !  Book?  and  a  lone 
room,  night  and  laborious  thought,  and  exhausting  study.  The  lecture- 
room^  and  no  familiar  acquaintances.  How  closely  he  regarded,  how 
critically  he  scrutinized  each  professor;  sought  to  discover  the  secret 
of  his  success,  and  every  peculiarity  that  distinguished  him.  How  he 
compared  and  contrasted  the  different  members  of  the  faculty.  How 
he  pondered  the  lessons  they  taught.  Yet  with  all  the  aid  they  gave, 
and  all  the  application  he  could  bestow,  the  science  seemed  incompre- 
hensible. Changes  came  upon  him  so  gradually  that  he  was  scarcely 
conscious  of  them.  Darkness  grew  to  dawn,  and  confusion  became 
order,  friendship  ripened.apace,  the  people  kind ;  the  city  at  first  cheer- 
less, then  tolerable,  then  attractive.  Study  at  first  irksome,  then  en- 
durable, then  pleasurable.  With  friends  once  more,  and  the  pursuit  of 
science  delightful.  Ambition  had  taken  possession  of  every  faculty, 
enlisted  the  affections  and  called  into  existence  every  energy.  Yet  he 
wondered  whether  he  should  pass  that  ordeal,  that  portal  through 
which  he  must  enter  the  ranks  of  his  profession,  if  at  all  Can  he 
ever  forget  the  trying  moment  when  the  faculty  were  assembled  to  de- 
termine by  secret  ballot  whether  he  should  graduate  or  be  rejected — 
its  suspense,  its  anxiety?  With  trembling  hand  he  received  the  sealed 
envelope  superscribed  with  his  own  name;  and,  though  the  class  were 
all  assembled,  yet  how  carefully  he  broke  the  seal,  and  concealed  the 
contents  until  he  knew  that  it  brought  glad  tidings.  Then  his  face 
kindles  with  unwonted  animation;  his  heart  bounds  with  a  great  throb; 
tears  spring  to  his  eyes.  He  is  dreaming  of  home.  This  night  the 
living  testimonial  of  that  joy  is  given  him.  Proudly  he  will  bear  it 
home.  Dearer  will  be  each  affectionate  greeting,  brighter  each  smile, 
sweeter  and  lovelier  each  face,  tenderer  and  fonder  each  embrace ;  be* 
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cause  he  conveys  the  evidence  of  his  toils  and  his  triumph,  his  indus- 
try, and  of  his  victory.  And  now,  indeed,  his  dream  is  intensely  with 
his  profession,  and  every  student's  heart  is  busy  with  the  future.  He 
beholds  a  pyschical  being  descending  to  earth,  and  by  its  vital  force 
drawing  around  it  all  the  elements  of  material  nature,  and  moulding 
and  fashioning  them  into  a  wondrous  compound,  and  bodying  them 
forth  in  a  living  form,  appropriating,  assimilating  and  eliminating,  over- 
coming chemical  affinities,  modifying  gravitation  and  giving  new 
directions,  relation  and  action  to  the  atoms,  which  he  draws  from  ail 
these  departments,  thus  becoming  the  nucleus  of  divergent  elements — 
the  center  of  dissimilar  and  contending  forces  As  a  planet  is  held  in 
its  orbit  by  the  centripetal  and  centrifugal  forces,  so  is  man's  terrestrial 
life  secured  in  the  very  contest  waged  between  disintegration  and  pre- 
servation. The  very  earth,  the  air,  the  sunbeam,  the  murmuring 
brook,  the  esculent  plant  and  fragant  bloom,  and  animal  life  itself — 
all  as  impatient  usurers,  call  upon  him  for  the  pound  of  flesh,  the'un- 
canceled  bond. 

They  enlist  in  their  service  the  pestilence  that  rides  upon  the  rolling 
billow,  lingers  in  the  silent  harbor  and  stealthily  enters  the  populous 
city;  that  comes  with  the  summer's  sun,  that  marshals  its  forces  in  tro- 
pical climates ;  that,  starting  where  the  east  first  welcomes  the  light, 
follows  the  track  of  the  sun  around  the  globe,  flushing  the  victim  with 
fever  or  making  him  pale  with  exhaustion.  Or,  mounting  the  winds  of 
winter,  stings  the  smooth  surface  with  its  deadly  poison,  and  tortures 
the  patient  into  mortal  agony.  In  a  word,  the  rage  and  wrath  of  all 
the  battling  hosts  of  disease  and  death,  arrayed  against  the  vital  princi- 
ple of  man;  and  with  a  vigilance  that  never  sleeps,  and  an  industry  that 
never  ceases,  by  day  and  night,  in  the  crowded  metropolis,  the  village 
and  hamlet,  in  the  castle  and  cottage,  on  sea  and  land,  they  storm  the 
citadels  of  the  heart,  the  lungs,  and  the  brain. 

To  repel  such  factors  a  trained  and  disciplined  army  is  organized 
whose  courage  can  never  quail,  whose  munitions  of  war  are  the  prin- 
ciples of  science,  whose  weapons  are  the  possession  and  application  of 
skill,  whose  inspiration  is  philanthropy,  and  whose  reward  is  the  pleas- 
ing conscience  of  duty  discharged. 

We  know  that  individual  life  is  limited  in  its  duration  upon  earth, 
and  to  delay  its  dissolution,  and  while  existing,  to  relieve  it  from  pain 
and  suffering,  is  the  province  of  medicine;  and  to  this  labor  this  night 
we  dedicate  our  lives,  our  energies,  our  hopes,  and  whatever  faculties 
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nature  may  have  given  us.  This  is  our  mission,  and  we  embrace  it 
with  love,  devotion  and  enthusiasm.  In  this  profession  e?ch  of  us  has 
our  ideal,  either  given  by  history  and  the  remembrance  of  some  dis- 
tinguished champion,  whose  white  plume  waved  triumphantly  over  the 
plague-stricken  city,  or  engaged  hand  to  hand  with  some  boastful  giant, 
challenging  the  peaceful  hosts  of  health ;  or  else,  from  all  the  constit- 
uents of  greatness  thus  furnished,  forms  a  character  which  he  wishes  to 
emulate.  But  who  amongst  you,  would  not  be  content  to  reach  the 
glory,  and  win  the  name  and  fame  of  certain  lights  whose  lives  illumi- 
nated the  history  of  this  institution,  before  their  great  souls  passed  from 
earth  to  heaven. 

The  peerless  professor  who  started  from  the  humblest  walks  of  life, 
and  gave  to  the  literature  of  his  profession  new  beauty  and  attraction ; 
who  made  the  lecture-hall  musical  with  eloquence,  and  presided  over 
the  national  councils  of  his  profession  with  a  dignity  only  equaled  by 
accompanying  grace  and  ease,  and  whose  benevolent  industry  ceased 
alone  with  his  long,  brilliant  and  useful  life. 

Oh !  who  would  not  be  happy,  if  he  could  achieve  in  medicine  a  fame 
expressed  by  the  name  of  Wm.  K.  Bowling? 

Or  again,  were  the  empire  of  surgery  the  chosen  field  for  the  occu- 
pation of  his  highest  hopes  and  loftiest  aspirations,  could  he  ever  forget 
that  tall  and  commanding  presence,  that  gentle,  kind  and  loving  heart, 
that  ripe  and  scholarly  intellect,  that  great  and  comprehensive  genius 
which  diffused  the  splendor  of  its  glory  in  the  universities  of  four  States 
of  the  Union,  which  traversed  the  ocean  as  if  it  were  a  well-trodden 
path,  extended  the  conquests  of  surgery,  and  made  the  Old  and  New 
World  the  theatre  in  which  were  enacted  the  deeds  of  his  wondrous 
skill,  that  compelled,  by  international  approval,  the  confession  of  his 
greatness;  and  which  greatness  found  alone  a  parallel  in  his  modesty, 
meekness  and  humility.  So  much  so,  that  at  the  bedside  of  a  patient, 
in  whom  the  extremeness  of  poverty  and  pain  met  in  reciprocal  suffer- 
ing, he  resigned  his  great  spirit  to  the  God  who  gave  it.  Can  the  name 
of  Paul  F.  Eve  ever  die  ?  Do  we  need— can  we  ever  find  a  nobler 
exemplar  of  the  life  and  character  of  a  true  and  faithful  member  of  our 
profession  ?  In  contemplating  the  history  of  tliese  illustrious  men,  may 
we  not  exclaim — 

'*  Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us, 

That  we  may  make  our  own  subhme, 
And  departing  leave  behind  us, 
Foot-prints  on  the  sands  of  time." 
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With  a  province  SO  clearly  deiined ;  with  a  field  so  inviting;  with 
examples  so  inspiring ;  with  opportunities  so  ample ;  with  agencies  to 
varied  and  numerous,  is  it  wonderful  that  enchanting  visions  like  rain- 
bows should  arch  our  paths,  and  that  we  should  be  eager  to  enter  upon 
the  duties,  toils  and  responsibilities  before  us  ?  Therefore,  animated 
by  these  dreams,  influenced  by  these  remembrances,  inspired  by  these 
hopes,  and  directed  and  controlled  by  these  aims,  objects  and  inspira- 
tions, we  speak  to  you  this  night  an  affectionate  and  grateful  farewell." 

After  the  delivering  of  Dr.  Freeman's  address,  which  was  received 
with  the  most  wrapt  attention  shown  by  any  audience  that  ever  occu- 
pied the  haU,  notwithstanding  that  its  walls  had  reverberated,  echoed 
and  resounded  to  the  tones  of  Edwin  Forrest,  Edmund  Kean,  Mc- 
Cullough,  Jefferson,  and  other  of  the  best  readers  of  the  English  lan- 
guage, Hon.  John  L.  Moses,  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
University  of  Tennessee,  proceeded  to  confer  the  degrees.  He  pre- 
faced the  conferring  of  the  degrees  by  a  very  eloquent,  scholarly  and 
classical  address,  showing  them  that  while  mental  attainments,  such  as 
endowed  Francis,  Lord  Bacon,  and  raised  him  preeminent  with  the 
peers  of  England,  were  commendable  and  to  be  envied,  yet  even  his 
lofty  attainments  by  his  great  intellect  and  mental  culture,  could  be 
dragged  to  the  lowest  depths  of  infamy,  unless  sustained  by  a  persistent 
devotion  to  morality,  truth  and  virtue.  After  enlisting  the  attention 
of  the  large  audience  for  about  twenty  minutes  with  his  masterly  and 
able  address,  he  proceeded  in  Latin  to  confer  the  degrees  of  M.D., 
and  D.D.S.,  on  the  graduates  of  the  session  of  i885  and  1886,  the 
class  arising  to  their  feet,  and  at  its  conclusion,  advancing  upon  the 
stage  as  their  names  were  called  by  the  Dean  of  the  college,  and  re- 
ceiving their  diplomas  from  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  and  resumed  their  seats,  when  Prof.  W.  M.  Vertrees,  M.D., 
delivered  the  customary  charge  to  the  graduates.  This  charge  is 
l^ccd  before  our  readers  in  full  as  the  first  original  article  of  this 
issue,  and  we  can  but  assure  our  readers  that  their  time  will  not  be 
spent  in  vam  in  its  careful  perusal.  It  glistens  and  glitters  with  gems 
of  chrystalizcd  thought,  emanating  from  one  of  the  most  logical  minds 
in  the  State,  and  while  it  touches  the  predominating  fallacies  of  the 
day,  presenting  themselves  under  the  charlatan  guize  of  faith-cure, 
'^similia  similibus  curanier ,''  and  such  like  quackery,  it  does  so  with  the 
master  touch  of  a  Junius  or  the  satire  of  a  Swift.  The  names  of  the 
members  of  the  graduating  classes  are  as  follows : 
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Medical  Department. 


▲atvey,  Adan  MaoimI ^ ^M«xteo, 

Baird,  Tho«.B Tenn. 

B«I1»  MArion  W .^.Tezu. 

Braswell,  B.  D „ Tenn 

Brewer,  Oeorge  W ^~ „ Miss. 

Bjnnm,  Oeorge  W Ala. 

Cocbran,  Thomas  N „ Tenn. 

Dawson,  Louis  T Ky. 

DeLanie,  Bdwln.... Tenn. 

DeLosier,  Joseph  B Tenn. 

Drane,  Jefferson  Davia > Miaa. 

Dunklin,  F.  H Ala. 

Dnnn,  JameaF Tenn 

Brerett,  B.  Monroe Tenn. 

Ewlng,  N.  M N.  C. 

Friend,  J.  Osborne  Jr Tenn. 

Freeman,  Bnfoa  W.  (Valediotorian) Texas. 

Orissom,  William  R. Ky. 

Harding,  John  N « Georgia. 

Hardy,  James  W .-Tenn. 

Heartaill,  O  M.,  M.D « Texas. 

Hopkins,  Newton  O....- Tenn. 

Homer,  8.  Venoy Tenn. 

Irwloe,  A,  Wyatt „ Texas. 

Jenkinn,  Jesse  H Texas. 

Jones,  CoarlesB  Ala. 

Jordan,  W  1> Mo. 

Klnkead,  W.  W.,  M.  D.„ Tenn. 

Kline,  John  Sylvester Mo. 


Lawrence,  8.  C » ^ Kj. 

Mason,  Lewis  8  .-.«^.« « JT*. 

McDonald,  Charlie  M Ala. 

McQnary,  Henry  J Texas. 

Meredith,  Marten  Martin W.  Vs. 

Morton,  H.  Livingston Tenn. 

Nano^  Harden Texas. 

Owena,  Joseph  M Kj- 

Pitt,  James  T Al». 

Prultt,  Sidney  8.  „ Ky. 

Ramsey,  F.  L. Texaa. 

Bosterbeok,  Julina  A 0». 

8mart,  John  W Tenn. 

Smith,  R.  K.  Lee ..„ — Tenn. 

8moot,  Alexander  Lntber Tenn. 

Terry,  W.  G Tenn. 

TiUey,  Emlle  Laurent, U. 

Travel,  Sam  W Ky. 

Tucker,  Wm.  B „ Tenn. 

Wallace,  Robert  Frank Tenn. 

White,  Joseph  A Ark. 

White,  Wilson  T Ala. 

Wilkins,  Walters Ariu 

Williams,  Henry  P « Tenn. 

Wilson,  Samuel  H Tenn. 

Womaok,  James  P. Tenn. 

York,  Thomas  Alien Tenn. 

Hayes,  Alden  8.  (Honorary) »..Tenn 


Dental  Department. 


Oottren,  J.  8 Tenn. 

Cunningham,  E.  T „ Tenn. 

DeSbields.  C.L 8.  C. 

Barrel.  Charley  N Ga. 

Jordan,  William  S Oa. 

King,  William  D Ala. 

Myers,  George  W.  (Valedictorian) Ky. 


Nlsbet,  Leora  G 

Palmer,  A,  W Tenn. 

Rudolph,  Marshall  L Tenn. 

Spivey,  J.  C r. Miss. 

Stuart,  E.  G. , Tex. 

Post,  Duff  (Honorary) FIs. 


At  the  conclusion  of  Prof.  Vertrees'  address  the  following  named 
gentlemen  were  invited  on  the  stage  by  the  Dean,  Prof.  Duncan  Eve, 
M.D..  to  receive  the  prizes  awarded  them: 

Medical. 

First  P&izk.— Paul  F.  Eve,  Faculty  Medal  for  excellence  in  all  branches. 
Gold  Medal,  to  Robert  Frank  Wallace,  Teen. 

Second  Paizs — For  next  best  standing  in  all  branches.  Gold  Medal,  to 
Adan  Manuel  Autrey,  Mexico. 

Thibd  Prize. — For  third  best  standing  in  all  branches,  Gk>ld  Medal,  to 
Jefferson  Davis  Drane,  Miss. 
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Dental. 

FntBT  Prize. — Robert  Russell,  Faculty  Medal,  for  excellence  in  all 
branches,  Gold  Medal,  to  E.  6.  Stuart,  Texas. 

Second  Prize. — For  next  best  standing  in  all  branches,  Gold  Medal,  to 
J.  S.  Cottrell,  Tenn. 

Third  Prize. — For  third  best  standing  in  all  branches,  Gold  Medal,  to 
C.  L.  DeShield^,  S.  C. 

Special  Prize,  offered  by  Morrison  Bros.,  and  awarded  by  the  Faculty 
of  the  Dental  Department,  for  Proficiency  in  Practical  Dentistry,  to  Ghas.  M. 
Harrell,  Ga. 

The  prizes  were  awarded  by  Prof.  W.  E.  McCampbell,  M.D.,  the 
youngest  and  handsomest  member  of  the  Faculty,  in  a  most  graceful 
and  eloquent  manner  in  these  words: 

Gentlemen :  You  are  all  aware  of  the  fact  that  when  this  Faculty  do 
any  thing  they  mean  something.  You  are  also  aware,  and  have  been 
apprised  of  their  Faculty  action,  as  found  recorded  in  their  minutes, 
and  which  have  been  read  to  you  for  your  information  The  language 
of  this  transcript  which  I  will  now  read,  is  as  follows : 

Resotvedy  by  the  Faculty  of  the  Medical  and  Dental  Departments  of 
the  University  of  Tennessee,  that  no  special  prizes,  medals  or  decora- 
tions, shall  be  given  by  any  individual  member  of  this  Faculty,  or  at- 
tache of  this  college,  for  special  attainments  or  preferments,  but  that 
the  Faculty  will  award  in  the  two  Departments,  Gold  Medals  for  profi- 
ciency, to  be  known  as  the  first,  second  and  third  Honors  in  each  De- 
partment, to  be  awarded  by  the  Faculty  in  convention  assembled,  to 
those  students  who  stand  first,  second  and  third  best  in  each  Depart- 
ment, 

And  now  gentlemen,  among  all  the  graduates  of  this  session  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  by  their  talent,  industry  and  application, 
you  have  achieved  the  highest  honors ;  and  while  the  Faculty  bestows 
them,  it  does  so  only  as  an  evidence  of  the  fact  that  you  deserve  them. 

Yours  has  been  no  easy  victory,  for  it  has  been  not  only  an  inter- 
state but  an  international  contest.  You  have  found  competitors  in  rep- 
resentatives of  States  and  nations.  Yours  is  a  charming  victory;  se- 
cured by  toil,  patience  and  perseverance.  It  was  a  peaceful,  bloodless 
victory.  The  means  employed  were  the  faculties  of  the  mind.  The 
conquest  attained  was  by  excellence  in  one  of  the  noblest  pursuits  of 
life.  The  adversaries  were  intimate  friends,  animated  by  a  love  of 
truth,  endowed  with  intellect,  and  refined  by  culture.  The  generous 
rivalry  which  inspired  you  in  this  contest  we  know  will  not  be  content 
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to  rest  idly  upon  the  laurels  already  won,  but  will  act  only  as  an  im- 
perious incentive  to  greater,  more  industrious  and  far  more  determined 
efforts  hereafter.  If  such  should  not  be  the  case,  then  those  whom 
you  have  excelled  will  be  the  victors  of  the  future. 

We  confidently  trust  that  the  energy  and  application  which  has  char- 
acterized your  collegiate  years  and  at  their  close  secured  for  you  a  re- 
alization of  the  brightest  anticipations,  will  not  diminish  when  you 
cease  to  frequent  the  halls  of  your  Alma  Mater, 

Our  congratulations  therefore  embrace  not  only  the  present,  but  ex- 
tend to  the  expectations  you  inspire  in  relation  to  the  future.  I  now 
tender  you  these  honors.  You  have  won  them  well.  See  to  it  that 
you  wear  them  well. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Prof.  McCampbelFs  address,  quite  a  number 
of  floral  tokens  were  given  by  the  Dean  to  various  members  of  the 
class.  These  beautiful  flowers  had  been  brought  there  by  lady  friends 
of  the  happy  recipients.  Among  the  most  notable,  beautiful  and  taste- 
ful were  those  received  by  Dr.  Ed.  DeLarue,  of  Tennessee. 

The  President  of  the  Faculty  then  announced  that  the  audience 
would  be  dismissed  with  the  customary  benediction,  after  which  the 
graduates,  the  alumni  present,  and  the  specially  invited  guests,  would 
repair  to  the  restaurant  of  Newman  &  Houston,  just  across  the  street,  and 
there  would  be  extended  the  Faculty's  congratulatians  to  the  graduates, 
as  was  and  is  the  custom  of  the  University  of  Edinburg,  from  whose 
classic  halls  the  University  of  Tennessee  had  received  an  honored  and 
most  honorable  President  and  Professor. 

The  Banquet. 

The  banquet  was  a  grand  success.  This  is  one  of  the  features  of 
the  annual  Commencements.  The  Faculty  do  not  spare  money  to 
secure  an  elegant  affair,  and  last  night  the  spread  was  the  finest  ever 
served  on  a  similar  occasion  in  this  city.  The  menu  was  elaborate  and 
served  in  the  banquet  hall  over  Newman  &  Houston's,  who  were  the 
caterers.  Gen.  W.  G.  Brien  presided  as  master  of  ceremonies.  The 
happiest  incident  of  the  evening  was  the  presentation  to  Dr.  Duncan 
Eve  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Owens,  of  Kentucky,  in  behalf  of  the  graduating 
class  of  a  very  handsome  gold-headed  cane.  Dr.  Eve,  who  is  evi- 
dently a  great  favorite  with  the  boys,  responded  eloquently. 

The  toasts  and  respondents  were  : 

Medical  Department  and  Medical  Class  of  1885-6 — W.  G.  Terry, 
Tennessee. 
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The  Dental  Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee— T.  J. 
Nesbitty  Mississippi. 

Wit  in  the  Medical  Faculty — Dr.  Vertrees. 

Woman,  Thou  Art  a  Jewel — Dr.  Haggard. 

Medical  Journalism — Dr.  Deeritog  J.  Roberts. 

Those  Who  Leave  Us— J.  H.  Horton,  Esq. 

The  Press,  Our  Friends — G.  H.  Armistead,  Esq. 

Ut  Us  Live— Dr.  J.  B.  Stephens. 

Dentbtry — Dr.  Crawford. 

Anatomy — Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve. 

Farewell — W.  F.  Crunk,  Tennessee. 

With  the  interchange  of  friendliest  greetings,  Faculty,  students  and 
friends  parted. 


THE  FUEL  OF  THE  FUTURE. 

In  this  age  of  aestheticism  we  are  not  surprised  that  the  many  fanci- 
ful designs  and  devices  that  have  driven,  or  are  rapidly  driving  out  of 
existence  the  old-fashioned  open  wood  fire-place — around  which  yet 
cling  as  many  agreeable  reminiscences  and  recollections  as  around 
"the  old  oaken  bucket"  with  moss-covered  sides,  in  their  turn  will  be 
supplanted,  and  they  also  will  be  relegated  to  oblivion.  From  the 
Scientific  American  of  February  27th  ult.  we  make  the  following  clip- 
ping: 

"The  house  of  the  near  future,  the  Boston  Journal  of  Commerce 
thinks,  will  have  no  fire-place,  steam  pipes,  chinmeys,  or  flues.  Wood, 
coal  oil,  and  other  forms  of  fuel,  are  about  to  disappear  altogether  in 
places  having  factories*  Gas  has  become  so  cheap  that  already  it  is 
supplanting  fuels.  A  single  jet  fairly  heats  a  small  room  in  cold  weath- 
er. A  New  York  artist  has  produced  a  simple  design  for  heating  en- 
tirely by  gas  at  a  mere  nominal  expense.  It  is  a  well  known  fact  that 
gas  throws  off  no  smoke,  soot,  or  dirt.  The  artist  filled  a  brazier  with 
chunks  of  colored  glass,  and  placed  several  jets  beneath.  The  glass 
soon  became  heated  sufficiently  to  thoroughly  warm  a  room  iox3o  feet 
in  size.  This  design  does  away  with  the  necessity  for  chimneys,  since 
there  is  no  smoke;  the  ventilation  may  be  had  at  the  window.  The 
heat  may  be  raised  or  lowered  by  simply  regulating  the  flow  of  gas. 
The  colored  glass  gives  all  the  appearance  of  fire:  there  are  black 
pieces  to  represent  coal,  red  chunks  for  flames,  yellowish  white  glass 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


146  EDITOBIAL. 

for  white  heat,  blue  glass  for  blue  flames,  and  hues  for  all  the  remain- 
ing colors  of  the  spectrum.  Invention  already  is  displacing  the  present 
fuels  for  furnaces  and  cooking  ranges,  and  glass  doing  away  with  delay 
and  such  disagreeable  objects  as  ashes,  kindling  wood,  etc." 

Our  city  papers  for  the  past  week  have  made  frequent  mention  of  a 
projected  enterprise  to  supply  natural  gas  for  heating  and  other  pur- 
poses. This  subject  is  attracting  the  attention  of  some  of  our  ablest 
and  most  progressive  business  men.  , 

Our  very  valued  contemporary,  the  Scientific  American,  which,  by 
the  way,  is  one  of  the  most  excellent  publications  ever  issued  on  this 
continent,  in  the  number  above  cited,  has  a  very  excellent  leading 
article,  thoroughly  and  lucidly  illustrated,  froip  which  we  make  this 
additional  extract : 

**It  has  only  been  within  the  past  few  years 'that  natural  gas  has 
been  utilized  to  any  extent,  in  either  Pennsylvania  or  New  York.  Yet 
•its  existence  has  bean  known  since  the  early  part  of  the  century.  As 
far  back  as  182 1,  gas  was  struck  in  Fredonia,  Chautauqua  county,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  used  to  illuminate  the  village  inn  when  Lafayette  passed 
through  the  place  some  three  years  later.  Not  a  single  oil  well  of  the 
many  that  have  been  sunk  in  Pennsylvania  has  been  entirely  devoid  of 
gas,  but  even  this  frequent  contact  with  what  now  seems  destmed  to  be 
the  fuel  of  the  future  bore  no  fruit  of  any  importance  until  within  the 
past  two  or  three  years. 

**It  had  been  used  in  comparatively  small  quantities  previous  to  the 
fall  of  1884,  but  it  was  not  until  that  time  that  the  fuel  gave  any  indi- 
cation of  the  important  role  it  was  afterward  to  fill.  At  first  ignored, 
then  experimented  with,  natural  gas  has  been  finally  so  widely  adopted 
that  today,  in  the  single  city  of  Pittsburg,  it  displaces  daily  10,000 
tons  of  coal.  The  change  from  the  solid  to  the  gaseous  fuel  has  been 
made  so  rapidly,  and  has  effected  such  marked  results  in  both  the  pro- 
cesses of  manufacture  and  the  product,  that  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say 
that  the  eyes  of  the  entire  industrial  world  are  turned  with  envious  ad- 
miration upon  the  city  and  neighborhood  blessed  with  so  unique  and 
valuable  a  fuel. 

**  Where  the  gas  comes  from,  and  how  long  it  is  going  to  last — and 
where  it  is  going  to,  we  might  add,  now  that  the  scheme  of  pipmg  it  to 
distant  cities  is  under  consideration —are  questions  which  involve  so 
many  elements  for  discussion  that  we  do  not  propose  to  take  them  up 
at  present.     The  manner  of  distributing  and  utilizing  the  gas,  and  the 
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industrial  revolution  its  introduction^  has  effected,  are  more^than  suffi- 
cient to  occupy  our  space." 

Whether  the  natural  supply  will  stand  the  demands  made  upon  it,  is 
a  very  interesting  question.  In  the  event  it  does  not,  we  have  every 
confidence  in  the  ability  of  science  to  develop  some  means  of  manu- 
£aicturing  it  from  its  many  sources,  when  the  necessity  arises*  No  one 
.  even  questions  the  possibility  of  the  universal  supply  of  water  or  air 
being  exhausted,  yet  in  their  chemical  composition  are  quite  as  many 
units  of  heat  as  will  ever  be  needed ;  the  only  question  is  how  to  sepa- 
rate them  and  get  them  in  a  suitable  form  for  combustion.  As  with 
these  compound  bodies,  once  considered*  elemental,  so  also  with  many 
others  that  compose  a  part  of  this  mundane  sphere. 


The  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society  will  hold  its  fifty-third  annual 
meeting  in  Memphis  on  Tuesday,  April  6th,  prox.,  et  seq.  The  able 
Committee  of  Arrangements,  headed  by  their  talented,  handsome  and 
energetic  Chairman,  Prof.  Dudley  Saunders,  M.D.,  will  leave  nothing 
undone  to  secure  a  most  successful  meeting.  The  noted  hospitality  of 
the  BluflF  City,  the  satisfactory  results  of  preceding  meetings,  both  in 
a  scientific  and  social  point  of  view,  should  secure  a  full  attendance. 
We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  our  readers  who  may  be  interested 
therein  to  the  benefits  of  doing  their  part  towards  contributing  to  the 
common  fund  of  entertainment,  and  urge  them  to  get  their  papers 
ready  without  further  delay.  Don't  be  backward,  genUemen.  We 
can  safely  venture  the  assertion,  that  there  is  not  a  single  member  of 
the  Society  but  who  can  furnish  something  that  will  interest  the  other 
members  who  may  attend. 


Trypsin,  Fairchilds',  is  now  offered  as  a  solvent  for  diphtheritic 
membrane.  The  well-known  properties  of  this^'principle  of  the  pan- 
creatic juice  give  the  sorongest  grounds  for  anticipating  success  in'its 
application  for  this  important  purpose.  Trypsin  acts  quickly  and  pow- 
erfully upon  fibrin  and  fibrinous  membrane.  It  is  not  dependent  upon 
the  interaction  of  acid,  as  is  the  case  with  pepsin.  It  is  most  active  in 
a  slightiy  alkaline  media.  It  may  be  applied  by  spray  or  brush.  In 
practical  use  the  results  have  been  very  encouraging. 

Messrs.  Fairchild  Bros.  &  Foster  wish  to  respectfully  announce  that 
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owing  to  the  great  cost  of  this  product  and  their  inability  to  more  than 
keep  pace  with  the  actual  demand,  ihey  cannot  offer  samples.  It  may 
be  obtained  of  the  principal  drug  houses  in  this  country,  and  is  dis- 
pensed in  ^,  ^,  and  i  oz.  bottles  with  full  directions.  Correspond- 
ence will  receive  prompt  attention. 


Dr.  J.  B.  Jones,  of  McKenzie,  has  been  appointed  by  the  Com- 
missioners as  the  Medical  Superintendent  to  supervise  the  construction 
of  the  West  Tennessee  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  which  will  be  built  in 
Hardeman  county,  near  BoliV&r-  We  heartily  congratulate  our  friends 
in  that  portion  of  the  State  on  so  excellent  an  appointment.  And  while 
some  of  the  personal  friends  of  other  gentlemen  who  had  been  men 
tioned  in  connection  with  the  position — gendemen  in  every  way  com- 
petent— may  be  disappointed,  we  know  that  the  Commissioners  gave  a 
more  thorough  consideration  to  what  would  benefit  those  for  whom  the 
hospital  was  to  be  erected,  than  the  personal  claims  of  any  particular 
individual.     A  good  appointment  in  every  way,  and  one  out  of  which 

good  will  come. 

»••« 

The  Weekly  Medical  Review^  of  Chicago  and  St.  Louis,  it  is  an- 
nounced, has  passed  into  the  editorial  control  of  an  association  consist- 
ing of  Dr.  Adolf  Alt,  Dr.  W.  L.  Barrett,  Dr.  H.  Hodgen,  Dr.  C.  H. 
Hughes,  Dr.  R.  M.  King,  Dr.  I.  N.  Love,  Dr.  W.  S.  Moore,  Dr.  H. 
H.  Mudd,  Dr.  W.  Porter,  Dr.  W.  J.  Primm,  and  Mr.  G.  Walker, 
each  of  whom  will  take  charge  of  a  special  department.  Dr.  Robert 
Luedeking  being  continued  chief  editor.  The  separate  department  of 
obstetrics  and  gynaecology  will  be  discontinued.  The  Review  has 
always  been  well  conducted,  and  we  congratulate  the  editor  on  having 
secured  such  able  collaborators  to  aid  in  maintaining  the  high  standard 
of  excellence  of  one  of  our  most  valued  exchanges.  * 


The  Association  of  American  Medical  Editors  will  hold  its  next 
meeting  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Monday  evening  preceding  the  opening 
of  the  next  session  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  this  meeting  should  be  made  a  purely  social  affair.  So 
mote  it  be.  It  has  always  impressed  us  that  it  needed  something  to 
liven  it  up  a  UtUe, 
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We  have  received  a  very  handsome  catalogue  of  150  pages,  illus- 
trated, from  Messrs.  James  W.  Queen  &  Co. ,  924  Chestnut  Street, 
Philadelphia,  giving  a  very  full  description  of  the  many  standard  and 
important  ophthalmological  instruments,  spectacles,  eye-glasses,  etc., 
made,  imported  and  sold  by  them.  Those  interested  would  do  well  to 
send  to  them  for  a  copy. 


**Oh!  dear,  what  can  the  matter  be?"  There  **Sims"  to  be  a  fuss 
in  the  once  happy  family  comprising  in  its  membership  the  Mississippi 
Valley  Medical  Monthly  and  the  Hospital  College  of  Medicine.  To  our 
vision  the  first  '*Sin"  is  not  "Clair,"  but  we  hope  that  they  **Willett" 
oil  "Fahlen"  on  the  troubled  waters,  and  that  peace  may  again  pre- 
vail 


The  Health  Officer  of  New  York  City  has  what  in  popular  terms 
might  be  called  a  **snap."  His  remuneration  comes  in  the  shape  of 
fees,  and  it  is  estimated  that  his  income  is  from  $5o,ooo  to  $75,000  a 
year.     Who  wouldn't  be  a  health  officer  ? 


One  swallow  does  not  make  a  summer.  Of  the  six  children  bitten 
by  the  rabid  dog  at  Newark,  the  four  who  were  taken  to  Paris  and 
treated  by  Prof.  Pasteur,  are  reported  as  successful  cures,  and  have  re- 
turned to  their  homes.  The  two  who  were  not  so  treated  also  still 
live  and  are  doing  well — **the  dog  it  was  that  died." 


Happy  will  be  the  surgeon  who  has  no  operating  case,  and  knows 
how  to  cure  his  patient  without  it.  I  hope  some  day,  thanks  to 
progress,  that  surgery  may  cease  to  shed  blood  and  to  cause  tears  to 
flow. — VerneuU, 


The  Support  of  Quackery. — '* Charlatanism,"  says  Dr.  Holmes, 
"always  hobbles  on  two  crutches — the  tattle.of  women  and  the  certifi- 
cates of  clergymen."      
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A  CASE  OF  OVARIOTOMY. 


BY 
J.  B.  W.   NOWLIN,  M.D.,  OF  NASHVILLE^  TEliTN. 


Mrs.  M.  M.,  set.  29  years,  was  born  in  Bailer  county,  Ohio,  in 
1857.  Her  history  is,  that  she  was  a  large,  well  formed  and 
healthy  child,  and  that  she  first  menstruated  at  the  rather  phe- 
nomenal age  of  12  years,  since  which  time  the  function  has  always 
ooeurred  healthy  and  regular. 

She  was  married  in-  January,  1879,  at  the  age  of  21  years* 
Her  first  child  was  a  male,  born  at  full  term,  in  January,  1880, 
one  year  after  marriage.  The  delivery  was  natural,  but  she  did 
not  have  a  speedy  recovery,  suffering  severely  when  sitting  or 
standing,  with  prolapsus  uteri.  When  her  first  child  was  fifteen 
months  old  she  had  the  misfortune  to  abort  a  foetus  at  three 
months  of  term.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1883,  she  had  another 
miscarriage  at  four  months  of  term.  She  relates  that  she  suffered 
severely  from  prolapsus  afler  this  accident,  the  womb  often  com- 
ing down  so  that  standing  on  her  feet  became  impracticable. 
Her  womb  became  almost  entirely  procident  soon  after  her  last 
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misoarriage^  and  remained  in  that  condition  whenever  she  as- 
sumed the  standing  position.  She  states  that  her  womb  was  very 
much  enlarged  and  painful.  She  subjected  herself  to  the  treat- 
ment of  several  physicians^  but  received  little  benefit. 

She  came  under  my  treatment  for  this  condition  in  June,  1884. 
I  found  the  womb  fearfully  engorged,  exceedingly  painful  to  the 
touch,  tactus  conveying  the  sensation  more  of  a  rough  skin  than 
that  of  a  smooth  mucous  membrane.  I  found  her  nervous  sys- 
tem almost  a  complete  wreck,  and  her  general  health  greatly  im- 
paired. I  immediately  placed  her  upon  a  tonic  course  of  treat- 
ment; ordered  her  bowels  kept  in  a  soluble  condition;  inter- 
dicted such  food  as  would  leave  much  solid  dejecta  afler  digestion. 
I  also  used  lod.  potass,  and  f.  ext.  ergot.  My  main  reliance  in 
her  treatment,  however,  consisted  in  maintaining  complete  rest 
in  the  recumbent  position,  with  the  hips  elevated  as  much  as  was 
consistent  with  personal  comfort ;  and  the  depletion  of  the  en- 
larged and  inflamed  organ.  To  carry  out  this  latter  view,  I  re- 
sorted to  frequent  scarifications,  after  swabbing  the  organ  with 
MonseVs  solution  of  the  persulph.  of  iron,  and  glycerine.  Fre- 
quent injections  of  mineral  and  vegetable  astringents,  combined 
with  anodynes,  were  maintained.  Pessaries  of  any  kind  were 
never  used,  but  when  the  engorgement  had  sufficiently  subsided 
as  to  permit  of  the  replacement  of  the  womb  in  it^^  proper  position, 
I  retained  it  in  situ  by  tampons  of  borated  cotton,  saturated  with 
glycerine.  By  this  course  of  treatment  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
dismissing  my  case  entirely  cured,  and  menstruating  regularly^ 
in  November,  1884. 

Pregnancy  again  took  place  in  December,  1884,  and  a  fine, 
healthy  female  child  was  born  to  her  Sept.  26,  1885.  I  was  en- 
gaged to  attend  her  in  her  acoouchment,  but  owing  to  a  rapid 
labor  no  physician  was  summoned,  and  she  was  compelled  to 
avail  herself  of  the  services  of  a  handy  midwife.  The  labor  was 
without  any  uausual  event,  save  its  rapid  character,  and  the 
placenta  was  normally  delivered. 

I  was  called  to  visit  her  on  the  twelfth  day  after  her  delivery, 
to  determine  the  cause  of  a  persistent  enlargement  of  the  abdo- 
men, which  her  mother  described  as  ^'  having  failed  to  go  down 
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since  delivery^  and  was  almost  as  large  as  before  confinement/' 
Complete  delivery  of  the  placenta  and  secundines  had  been  ac- 
complished^ and  in  the  absence  of  any  unusual  fever  having  ac- 
companied her  post  partum  state,  and  her  bowels  being  regular, 
I  more  than  suspected  the  existence  of  an  ovarian  tumor,  the 
development  of  which  had  occurred  during  her  pregnant  condi- 
tion. Her  lochial  discharge  was  pretty  free,  and  the  idea  of  any 
exploratory  manipulations,  save  that  by  palpation,  were  aban- 
doned until  after  her  recovery  from  her  confinement.  She  was 
placed  upon  such  treatment  as  her  condition  seemed  to  require. 

The  case  was  one  of  great  interest  to  me  after  this  partial 
diagnosis,  from  the  fact  that  there  existed  no  symptom  of  ovarian 
tumor  from  the  time  I  first  saw  her,  during  her  treatment  for 
procidentia,  until  I  now  saw  her,  twelve  days  afler  delivery. 
Therefore,  I  inferred  if  Fuch  condition  really  existed,  it  must 
have  occurred  subsequent  to  her  last  impregnation,  and  that  the 
tumor  had  rapidly  developed  under  the  hypersemic  condition  of 
that  state. 

On  the  26th  day  of  October,  I  called  my  friend.  Dr.  Deering 
J.  Roberts  (she  having  recovered  from  her  puerperal  state),  in 
consultation  with  me,  with  a  view  of  making  as  thorough  an  ex- 
ploratory examination  to  determine  her  true  condition  as  possi- 
ble, and  to  assist  me  in  performing  paracentesis  abdominis,  the 
tumor  having  rapidly  increased  in  size.  The  operation  was  per- 
formed, and  3f  gallons  of  fluid  were  drawn  off.  From  the  exam- 
ination made  of  the  case.  Dr.  Roberts,  as  well  as  myself,  were 
satisfied  that  it  was  ovarian  tumor,  and  that  the  cyst  was  uniloc- 
ular. 

I  heard  nothing  more  of  the  case  until  the  12th  of  January, 
1886,  when  I  was  called  upon  at  my  office  by  the  husband  and 
lady,  as  the  tumor  seemed  to  be  filling  up  again,  and  to  give  my 
advice  as  to  what  was  the  best  course  to  pursue  in  the  future 
management  of  the  case ;  and  on  the  16th  of  January,  accom- 
panied by  Dr.  Roberts,  £  again  visited  her.  We  made  explora- 
tion of  the  case,  were  confirmed  in  our  previous  diagnosis,  and 
determined  that  the  best  thing  that  could  be  done  was  to  operate 
for  the  removal  of  the  tumor,  as  speedily  as  the  patient  could  be 
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got  in  sai table  condition,  and  her  catamenia  appeared.  This  oc- 
curred on  the  9th  of  February  and  lasted  until  the  15th.  I 
visited  her  on  the  16th^  and  decided  to  operate  on  the  20th ;  saw 
that  her  bowels  were  kept  in  good  condition,  and  directed  that 
she  take  no  solid  food  from  noon  on  the  18th,  but  take  exclu- 
sively a  milk  diet  and  beef-tea.  Moved  her  bowels  thoroughly 
with  castor-oil  and  enema  on  the  19th,  and  at  10  o'clock  A.M.  on 
the  20th,  found  her  cheerful  and  prepared  for  the  operation. 

The  day  selected  for  the  operatioa  proved  most  propitious, 
being  clear,  and  temperature  moderate  for  the  season.  Her  sur- 
roundings were  also  favorable.  The  residence  was  new,  also  the 
carpets  and  much  of  the  furniture.  The  locality  was  in  the 
suburbs  of  the  city,  free  from  the  contamination  of  bad  air,  and 
all  the  hygienic  surroundings,  were  of  the  most  favorable  character. 
Owing  to  these  facts  listerism  was  not  practiced.  All  unneces- 
sary furniture  was  removed  from  the  room.  The  patient  was 
given  ten  grains  of  quinine  to  mitigate  surgical  shock,  immedi- 
ately before  operation.  At  10:  30  A.M.,  her  bowels  and  bladder 
being  thoroughly  emptied,  assisted  by  Drs.  D.  J.  Roberts,  Dun- 
can Eve  and  W.  E.  McCampbell,  I  proceeded  to  remove  the  lefl 
ovary.  The  patient  was  setherized  by  Dr.  McCampbell ;  slight  vom- 
iting occurred  before  anaesthesia  was  produced.  The  incision  in 
the  median  line  reached  from  an  inch  and  a  half  below  the  um- 
bilicus to  within  two  inches  of  the  pubis,  exposing  the  tumor, 
which  proved  to  be  unilocular.  I  now  removed  by  the  trocar 
17^  pounds  of  thick  viscid  fluid.  There  were  no  attachments  of 
the  tumor  whatever,  and  the  pedicle  was  flat,  measuring  two 
inches  in  breadth.  I  now  proceeded  to  remove  the  tumor,  using 
scissors  and  scalpel,  having  previously  tied  the  pedicle  with  a 
Stafiordshire  knot,  made  with  a  saddler's  silk  ligature.  The 
pedicle  had  been  surrounded  with  a  soft  sponge,  saturated  with  a 
two  per  cent.  sol.  of  bichlor.  hydrarg.  to  catch  any  oozing  blood 
from  the  stump.  I  should  have  mentioned  that  all  instruments 
used  in  the  operation  had  been  treated  with  the  same  solution. 
The  tumor  after  removal  weighed  four  pounds.  Having  waited 
a  sufficient  time  for  all  oozing  to  cease,  the  external  wound  was 
closed  by  seven  silk  sutures  and  adhesive  strips.    The  wound 
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was  entirely  closed^  as  I  was  satisfied  no  drainage  would  be  nec- 
essary. The  ligature  had  been  cut  close  to  the  pedicle.  The 
patient  having  recovered  from  the  ansesthesia,  I  gave  her  a  hy- 
podermic injection  ot  morphia  one-half  gr.,  atropine  one-hun- 
dredth gr.^  after  which  she  slept  quietly  two  hours.  The  fluid 
and  solid  contents  of  the  tumor  aggregated  21^  pounds. 

Saw  her  at  7  o'clock  p.m.  ;  pulse  90.    Some  nausea  and  vom- 
iting had  occurred.     Temperature  normal.     Used  catheter  and 
drew  off  twelve  ounces  urine,  much  to  her  relief'     Repeated  the 
hypodermic  injection  of  morphia  and  atropine.     The  following  • 
IB  the  future  clinical  record  of  the  case : 

Feb.  21,  9  A.M. — Pal?e  100 ;  temperature  normal.  Still  sick- 
ness of  stomach,  not  able  to  retain  anything.  Grave  crushed  ice 
ad  lib.     Used  catheter  and  drew  off  eight  ounces  of  urine. 

Six  P.M. — Still  sick  and  vomiting.  Pulse  120;  temperature 
101.  Drew  off  ten  ounces  of  urine.  Has  taken  no  nourishment. 
Ordered  champagne  and  crushed  ice  during  night.  Repeated 
hypodermic  injection. 

Feb.  22, 8  o^clock  A.M.-^Temperature  99;  circulation  94.  Had 
taken  champagne  during  night,  which  quieted  stomach.  Has  not 
vomited  since  commencing  use  of  champagne  and  ice.  Drew  off 
twelve  ounces  of  urine.  Ordered  the  continuance  of  champagne^ 
ice  and  milk. 

Ten  thirty  o'clock  p.m. — Visited  her  with  Dr.  Roberts.  Tem- 
perature 101 ;  ciiculation  130.  Skin  dry.  Drew  off  six  ounces 
of  urine.  Gave  milk  and  20  grs.  quinine,  as  enema  every  four 
hours.     Repeated  hypodermic  injection  of  morphia  and  atropine. 

Feb.  23,  9  o'clock  a.m. — Saw  patient  with  Dr.  Roberts.  Has 
slept  about  five  hours.  Vomited  twice  since  4  o'clock  a.m.  Has 
taken  no  nourishment  by  the  mouth.  Gave  her  a  little  warm 
elm-water  with  one-half  teaspoonful  of  whiskey.  Drew  off  five 
ounces  of  urine.  Temperature  99 ;  circulation  100.  Gave  enema 
of  ext.  beef,  milk,  and  quinine  grs.  10,  every  four  hours. 

Feb.  24,  10  o'clock  a.m. — Drew  off  five  ounces  of  urine.  No 
vomiting  since  8  p.m.  on  the  23d.  Temperature  99i;  circulation 
86.  Drew  off  four  ounces  of  urine.  Complains  of  being  very 
hungry. 
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Feb.  25^  9  o'clock  a.m. — Rested  well  all  night,  without  morphia. 
Circulation  96  ;  temperature  99^.  Drew  oiF  Biz  ounces  of  healthy 
urine.  Took  for  nourishment  a  soft  boiled  egg  and  a  small 
amount  of  tea  for  breakfast.  Ordered  no  medicine  and  patient 
to  be  kept  entirely  quiet  during  day. 

Five  o'clock  p.m. — Has  rested  well  through  day.  Temperature 
99]^;  circulation  94.  Drew  off  five  ounces  of  urine.  Removed 
all  sutures.  Wound  entirely  closed  by  first  intention.  Has 
taken  a  small  amount  of  nourishment.  No  opiate  since  evening 
of  the  23d. 

Feb.  26,  9  o'clock  a.m.— Had  good  night's  rest.  Temperature 
normal ;  circulation  82.  Took  cup  of  tea  and  soft  boiled  eg&:,  and 
small  amount  of  milk  toast  for  breakfast.  Slight  appearance  of 
catamenia. 

Five  o'clock  p.m. — Rested  quiet  all  day.  Ordered  an  enema 
of  soap-suds,  as  she  expressed  a  desire  to  have  an  evacuation 
from  bowels.  Temperature  99};  circulation  86.  Has  had  no 
further  sickness  of  stomach. 

Feb.  27,  9  o'clock  a.m. — Rested  well  all  night.  Voided  urine 
at  12  M.  without  trouble.  Temperature  98};  circulation  80. 
Took  fresh  broiled  fish,  cup  of  coffee  and  soft  toast  for  breakfast. 
Ordered  |soap-suds,  castor-oil  and  turpentine  enema,  as  bowels 
had  not  moved. 

Five  o'clock  p.m. — Bowels  moved  well  without  pain  at  noon. 
She  also  passed  water  without  inconvenience.  Took  quail  on 
toast,  and  cup  of  tea  for  dinner.  Temperature  normal;  circula- 
tion 75.     Says  she  feels  entirely  well. 

Feb.  28,  9  A.M.— Rested  well  all  night.  Took  fresh  fish,  tea 
and  toast  for  breakfast.  Says  she  feels  able  to  be  up.  Temper- 
ature and  circulation  normal. 

March  1,  9  o'clock  a.m. — Says  she  is  entirely  comfortable. 
Rested  well  during  night,  ate  a  hearty  breakfast,  and  says  she 
feels  able  to  be  up. 

Five  o'clock  p.m. — Has  rested  well  during  the  day.  Bowels 
moved  and  kidneys  acting  well. 

March  2,  9  o'clock  a.m. — Has  rested  well  all  night.  Appetite 
good ;  bowels  and  kidneys  acting  well. 
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Five  o'clock  p.m. — Bested  well  all  day ;  all  doing  well. 

March  3^  9  o'clock  A.K. — Reeled  well  all  night  and  day ;  ii 
doing  well  every  way. 

Six  o'clock  P.M. — Condition  anchanged. 

March  4, 9  o'clock  A.M. — Bested  well.  Wound  entirely  healed 
and  doing  well. 

March  6^  9  o'clock  a.m. — Bested  well  all  night  and  doing  well 
in  every  respect. 

Six  o'clock  P.M. — Eating  and  resting  well.  Bowels  and  kid- 
neys in  good  condition. 

March  6^  9  o'clock  a.m. — Doing  well  in  every  respect. 

Five  o'clock  p.m. — All  well. 

March  7,  9  a.m. — Doing  well  in  every  particular.  Adjusted 
an  abdominal  supporter  and  allowed  her  to  sit  up  in  bed.  She 
says  she  feels  perfectly  well. 

March  15. — Saw  patient  this  morning.  She  was  up.  Says 
she  never  felt  better  in  her  life.     I  consider  her  well. 

To  my  professional  friends,  Drs.  Roberts,  Eve  and  McCamp- 
bell,  who  so  kindly  assisted  me  by  their  counsels  and  aided  me 
by  their  surgical  skill  in  the  conduct  of  this  case,  I  cannot  ex- 
press too  strongly  my  gratitude. 

There  are  two  points  of  interest  in  this  case  which  I  wish  to 
emphasize. 

1.  Procidentia  uteri  occurring  without  a  previous  rupture  of 
the  perineum,  a  doctrine  taught  by  so  many  of  our  authors  and 
teachers.  In  this  case  the  procidentia  was  almost  complete,  the 
womb  almost  entirely  escaping  through  the  labia  majora.  Care- 
ful examination  detected  no  cicatrix  indicating  a  previous  rupture 
of  the  perineum.  I  am  fortified  in  this  opinion  by  an  examina- 
tion of  many  previous  cases  of  procidentia  occurring  in  my 
{Nractice,  and  that  of  my  professional  friends,  of  which  I  have 
been  cognizant.  I  can  very  readily  understand  how  a  womb  can 
almost  entirely  escape  from  the  vaginal  canal,  under  the  condition 
of  extreme  congestion,  and  preternatural  relaxatipn  of  the  liga- 
ments and  vaginal  walls.  A  long  meatus  diminishing  the  an- 
tero-posterior  diameter  of  the  perineum  would  thus  furnish  a 
more  direot  descent  to  the  engorged  organ. 
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2,  I  believe  I  cannot  too  fully  impress  upon  my  professional 
brethren,  the  importance  of  an  early  diagnodis  and  operation,  ia 
cases  of  ovariotomy.  I  have  but  little  confidence  in  the  so-called 
theory  of  waiting  to  establish  tolerance  of  the  peritoneal  mem- 
brane. I  believe  that  any  such  advantage  secured  would  be  more 
than  over-balanced  by  the  nervous  prostration  induced,  incident 
to  the  prolonged  carrying  of  a  lar^e  tumor. 

In  the  next  place,  the  prolonged  existence  of  an  ovarian  tumor 
necessitates  many  operations  of  paracentesis  abdominis,  besides 
the  danger  of  setting  up  peritonitis.  These  frequent  tappings 
will  almost  surely  give  rise  to  adhesions  mth  contiguous  surfaces, 
thus  seriously  complicating  the  case. 

Another  very  strong  reason  for  an  early  operation,  is  the  danger 
that  cysts  may  rupture  during  the  progress  of  the  growth  of  the 
tumor,  entailing  the  great  danger  of  peritonitis,  and  complicating 
the  operation  of  ovariotomy,  which  is  then  imperative  and  most 
be  hastily  performed. 


CLINICAL  LECTURE. 


BY 
DB.   BOBERTS  BABTHOLOW,   OF  PHILADELPHLA, 

Delivered  at  the  Hospital  of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College. 


[Reported  Especially  for  the  Southern  PraetiOonerJ] 


HEBPES. 

Here  we  have  two  cases  of  this  disease,  the  diagnosis  of  which 
I  will  not  discuss,  as  what  I  more  especially  wish  is  to  caltyour 
attention  to  the  treatment.  This  must  be  both  local  and  consti- 
tutional. As  an  internal  remedy,  I  believe  that  arsenic  stands 
preeminently  ahead  of  any  other;  from  it  we  derive  the  most 
obvious  results.  Of  course,  in  those  cases  where  heredity  plays 
an  important  part,  the  effect  will  be  less  marked,  but  in  these 
cases  there  seems  to  be  no  history  of  heredity.     While  we  will 
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derive  good  results  from  arsenic,  yet  I  must  again  urge  upon 
yoUj  as  I  have  done  so  often  before,  the  great  importance  of 
attending  to  the  diet.  Without  regulating  the  diet,  caring  for 
the  digestive  organs,  and  improving  nutrition,  our  dru^s  will  do 
but  little.  We  must  therefore  use  ood  liver  oil  and  the  syrup  of 
of  the  hypophosphites.  We  will  derive  much  satisfaction  in 
many  cases  from  the  use  of  the  lactophosphate  of  lime  and 
Fowler's  solution.  When  using  arsenic  I  prefer  to  commence 
with  large  doses  and  gradually  diminish  them,  for  in  this  way  I 
believe  we  run  the  least  risk  of  arsenical  poisoning.  Of  local 
applications,  I  prefer  to  use  a  five  per  cent,  solution  of  pyrogallic 
acid ;  it  does  not  stain  the  clothing,  as  will  the  glyceroles.  Be- 
fore making  this  application,  the  surface  must  be  prepared. 
Poultices  should  be  applied  and  all  scabs  removed.  You  should 
always  warn  your  patients  about  the  staining,  for  while  pyro- 
gallic acid,  as  I  have  said,  will  not  stain  as  much  as  the  glyce- 
roles, yet  it  will  stain  to  some  extent.  I  have  derived  good  re- 
sults from  acetate  of  copper,  which  is  a  most  excellent  application 
in  ring-worm.  I  have  known  the  household  remedy  of  dipping 
a  copper  cent  into  vinegar  and  using  the  solution  to  succeed 
when  more  scientific  means  have  failed. 

ACKE. 

No  trouble  has  more  exhausted  the  art  of  therapeutics  than 
acne ;  of  all  affections,  it  is  probably  the  most  obstinate.  In  this 
case  its  characters  are  so  evident  that  I  will  not  discuss  the  diag- 
nosis, but  will  pass  at  once  to  the  treatment,  which,  after  all,  is 
the  knotty  problem  that  confronts  us  as  practitioners.  We  must 
start  out  with  the  broad  proposition  that  all  cases  of  acne  are 
associated  with  reflex  influences ;  they  are  most  frequently  due  to 
disorders  of  the  sexual  or  digestive  systems.  There  is  a  notion 
very  prevalent  among  those  outside  of  the  profession  that  acne  is 
an  evidence  of  masturbation,  and  the  two  have  come  to  be  re- 
garded in  the  light  of  cause  and  efi^ect.  The  disease,  frequently 
commencing  about  puberty,  is  a  source  of  mortification,  on  ac- 
count of  this  supposed  association,  hence  it  is  our  duty  to  correct 
this  erroneous  impression.     It  is  true  that  while  this  habit  will 
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not  cause  it,  it  may  have  some  inflaence  in  aggravating  it  when 
it  is  already  established. 

I  find  that  it  is  more  oflen  reflex  from  gastro-intestinal  dis- 
orders, and  it  is  not  hard  to  find  a  reason  for  this.  The  pneumo- 
gastric  /lerve  terminates  in  the  stomach  and  intestines,  and  the 
fifth  nerve  is  distributied  to  the  face ;  these  two  nerves  have  their 
points  of  origin  very  close  together,  if  they  are  not  indeed  united 
by  fibres.  In  connection  with  this  fact  we  know  that  operations 
on  the  face,  wh^n  chloroform  is  given,  are  particularly  danger- 
ous, owing  to  the  reflex  action  on  the  heart  through  this  connec- 
tion. Now,  then,  when  there  is  some  gastro-intestinal  disorder, 
the  irritation  is  reflected  from  the  mucous  membrane  through  the 
pneumogastric  nerve  to  \t»  origin,  and  from  there  back  through 
the  fifth  nerve  to  the  face.  Now,  when  we  find  the  disease  due 
to  some  digestive  disorder,  we  must  pay  great  attention  to  diet, 
and  by  this  alone  we  will  cure  many  cases.  There  will  be  some 
cases  where  vegetables  cannot  be  used,  more  where  fats  are  the 
offending  article,  or  starch  or  sugar.  In  nearly  all  cases  fats 
must  be  excluded  from  the  dietary,  and  if  there  be  acid  indiges- 
tion, starch  and  sugar  must  be  left  out.  In  some  cases  meat  can- 
not be  properly  digested,  and  must  be  avoided;  each  case  must 
be  studied  separately  to  learn  the  special  diet  indicated.  We 
will  be  much  aided  in  this  study  by  examination  of  the  urine;  if 
we  find  an  excess  of  uric  acid  or  urates,  or  phosphates  or  oxalates, 
we  know  what  is  indicated.  The  bowels  must  be  regulated  and 
while  it  will  not  do  to  purge,  yet  we  should  keep  the  bowels  sol- 
uble, which  we  can  do  very  well,  particularly  as  this  patient  is 
anemic  by  the  use  of — 

R     Magnesii  sulph Si. 

Ferri  sulph 3i. 

Acid  sulph.  dil 5i-iv. 

Aquae : Siv.  ms. 

S.  31. — Sss.  before  breakfast  in  half  a  tumbler  of  cold  water. 
A  small  dose  will  act  in  three  or  four  hours,  but  it  is  important 
that  it  should  be  taken  a  little  time  before  breakfast,  so  that  it 
may  be  taken  up  out  of  the  stomach  before  the  food  is  ingested. 
The  phosphates,  or  phosphorus  itself,  iu  the  form  of  the  oil,  will 
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often  do  good.  Arsenic  is  sometimes  of  use,  but  I  rely  much 
more  upon  the  compound  syrup  of  the  lacto-phosphates  and  their 
prolonged  administration.  Local  remedies  will  do  but  little  good, 
though  I  have  occasionally  seen  some  good  results  from  the  use 
ot  iodide  of  lead  ointment,  or  you  may  use  the  ointment  of  yellow 
oxide  of  mercury.  It  is  important  before  any  application  is  made 
that  the  face  be  washed  with  hot  water,  as  hot  as  can  be  borne. 
Soaps  are  dangerous,  because  many  of  the  imitation  French 
scented  soaps  made  in  this  country  are  made  from  unhealthy  fats, 
the  bad  odor  of  which  is  covered  by  the  scent.  After  the  face  is 
well  washed  by  hot  water,  if  the  acne  is  large  and  slow  in  devel- 
opment, we  may  pencil  over  the  suppurating  points  with  liquor 
potassse;  this  dissolves  out  the  oily  matter  and  allows  the  follicle 
to  discharge  its  sebaceous  contents,  which  being  imprisoned,  un- 
dergo fermentation  by  the  absorption  of  germs  from  the  atmos- 
phere. After  this  we  may  dust  the  face  with  common  sulphur. 
Some  prefer  using  sulphur  in  rosewater,  suspended  by  glycerine, 
but  I  prefer  the  ordinary  sulphur,  which  had  better  be  used  at 
night,  because  it  discolors  the  skin,  and  in  the  morning  it  can  be 
washed  off. 

BEFLEX   HYSTERIA. 

Here  is  a  girl  who  looks  well ;  she  is  rotund  and  rosy,  there  is 
no  emaciation  and  she  has  not  the  aspect  of  suffering,  yet  she  is 
the  victim  of  an  important  malady.  At  the  time  of  the  first 
menstrual  flow  she  had  what  we  would  call  an  ahaence.  There 
was  a  loss  of  consciousness,  but  without  any  convulsive  manifes- 
tations. Since  that  time  she  has  had  several  more  attacks,  at 
long  intervals.  Her  menses,  she  tells  us,  are  regular  but  scanty, 
and  she  is  gaining  greatly  in  body  weight,  a  condition  not  infre- 
quently associated  with  scanty  menses.  The  attacks  are  becom- 
ing more  frequent,  and  latterly  it  is  thought  that  during  them 
there  is  some  slight  convulsive  twitching  of  the  eyelids.  She 
tells  us  that  before  the  attacks  she  has  a  rumbling  in  the  epigas- 
trium, and  a  sensation  as  of  something  passing  up  the  throat  from 
the  stomach,  and  when  it  reaches  mid-sternum  she  faints  away. 
The  mother  says  that  during  the  attacks  her  face  is  flushed ;  it 
may  be  pallid  before  them.     There  is  here  evidently  stomachal 
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disorder.     During  the  intervals  between  the  attacks  she  regurgi- 
tates her  food  and  has  eructations  of  gas^  a  form  of  indigestion 
quite  common  among  those  who  are  abnormally  '^putting  on 
flesh.'*    Growing  stout  in   this  way  is  not  physiological,  it  is 
pathological ;  the  food  ingested  produces  an  excess  of  fat  because 
it  is  not  properly  prepared  for  natural  assimilation.     This  girl 
has  not  yet  reached  the  age  when  she  ought  to  grow  stout.     She 
is  far  from  "  lair,  fat,  and  forty."     She  is  still  in  her  "  teens.'* 
Is  it  hysteria  or  hystero-epilepsy  or  genuine  epilepsy  ?     For  some 
reasons  (I  have  not  seen  her  in  an  attack)  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  it  is  an  hysterical  disorder,  for  she  cries  and  sobs  when  she 
recovers  from  an  attack,  and  they  only  occur  at  or  near  the  men- 
strual epoch.     It  may  be  that  she  is  only  partly  unconscious,  and 
the  eyelids  twitch  in  hysteria,  but  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
it  is  a  case  of  hysteria,  secondary  to  intestinal  and  stomachal  dis- 
disorders.     She  is  constipated,  so  we  will  give  her  the  officinal 
pill  of  aloes  and  assafoetida,  one  or  two  every  night,  according  to 
the  results.     It  might  be  better,  in  some  cases,  to  give  one  thrice 
daily.     We  find  them  now  in  the  stores,  sugar-c<»ated,  and  they 
are  not  at  all  unpleasant  to  take.     They  produce  excellent  re- 
sults in  constipation  with  hysteria,  or  in  flatulent  indigestion. 
Again,  we  must  endeavor  to  stop  this  excessive  formation  of  fat, 
to  do  which  we  must  exclude  fat  from  the  diet,  leave  out  butter, 
fried  articles,  pastry,  white  and  sweet  potatoes,  peas  and  beans, 
and  restrict  the  quantity  of  bread.     We  will  also  aim  to  increase 
the  menstrual  discharge,  for  which  we  will  give  her  compressed 
pills  of  permanganate  of  potash,  one  thrice  daily  for  one  week 
before  each  period.     Some  stomachs  will  not  tolerate  this  drug, 
when  we  can  use  a  pill  of  the  cfry  sulphate  of  manganese  (gr.  ii.), 
arseniate  of  iron  (gr.  ^),  and  nux  vomica  (gr.  i) ;  this  will  have 
a  beneficial  action  on  the  ovaries,  intestines  and  liver.     The  dry 
sulphate  must  be  used,  because  you  cannot  make  a  pill  with  that 
which  contains  the  water  of  crystallization.     We  will  do  nothing 
special  for  the  attacks  themselves,  but  rather  act  on  the  cause  of 
them,  remove  the  cause  and  we  cure  the  attacks.     It  is  a  bad  habit 
to  get  into  to  simply  prescribe  for  a  malady  without  looking  be- 
yond for  a  cause  and  directing  our  chief  efforts  towards  its  removal. 
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CURIOUS  MALARIA. 

Here  is  a  case  with  some  very  peculiar  phenomena;  every 
aflernoon  at  3  or  4  o'clock  this  young  man  has  a  "seizure,"  a 
nervous  feeling,  he  is  a  little  shaky  and  has  an  indescribable 
feeling  of  unrest  and  apprehension ;  this  passes  off,  and  that  is 
the  end  of  the  trouble.  He  is  a  clerk,  who  leads  a  sedentary  life. 
These  attacks  are  distinctly  periodical^  and  he  lives  in  lower 
Camden,  a  very  marshy  and  malarious  locality.  A  high  author- 
ity in  this  city  has  told  him  that  he  has  an  affection  of  the  head, 
therefore  the  case  offers  a  complexity,  since  a  noted  authority  has 
given  this  opinion.  His  intellection  is  not  affected  ;  his  special 
senses  are  all  good ;  there  is  no  disorder  of  sensation  or  motion ; 
no  headache  of  any  moment.  Has  he  then  some  affection  of  the 
bead — is  it  epileptiform  ?  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  at- 
tacks are  malarial.  To  test  this  point  I  will  give  him  huge  doses 
of  quinine.  All  anomalous  forms  of  malaria  require  larger  doses 
of  quinine  than  do  the  ordinary  forms ;  this  1  would  formulate 
as  a  fixed  idea.  I  will  therefore  order  him  twenty  grains  of 
quinine  at  10  o'clock,  on  the  first  day,  fifteen  on  the  second,  and 
ten  on  the  third,  when  he  will  again  report,  that  we  roav  note 
the  result.  If  no  impression  has  been  made,  we  must  look 
further. 

GASTRIC  ULCER. 

This  man  tells  us  that  he  vomits  blood  with  his  food ;  some- 
times it  is  red,  sometimes  partly  black.  He  has  also  passed  blood 
in  his  stools.  He  is  anemic,  and  has  that  countenance  commonly 
seen  in  cases  of  suppuration  or  chronic  disorder  of  the  blood- 
making  organs.  He  has  pain  in  the  epigastrium,  extending 
through  to  the  back.  There  is  something  characteristic  about  the 
way  in  which  a  patient  indicates  the  pain  to  you.  When  he 
points  two  fingers  to  the  stomach  as  locating  the  pain,  which  he 
tells  you  shoots  through  to  the  back,  you  can  be  quite  sure  that 
it  is  due  to  gastric  ulcer.  Disease  of  the  liver  will  sometimes 
cause  these  ulcers  in  a  peculiar  way.  If  the  circulation  in  the 
liver  be  impeded  it  may  cause  thrombosij  of  a  vein  of  the  stomach, 
when  this  part,  being  deprived  of  its  nutrition,  losing  its  alka- 
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line  layer,  is  acted  upon  and  digested  by  the  gastric  juice,  thus 
causing  a  solution  of  continuity.  Proper  feeding  is  the  great 
element  of  cure.  Dr.  Foster,  of  England,  first  proposed  to  treat 
these  cases  by  feeding  by  the  rectum,  thus  insuring  absolute  rest 
to  the  stomach,  and  he  has  had  very  good  results  from  this 
method.  As  a  rule,  gastric  ulcers  tend  to  get  well  of  themselves, 
but  now  and  then  we  will  have  a  severe  and  obstinate  case,  when 
rectal  feeding  must  be  considered.  When  this  is  not  feasible,  the 
diet  should  be  restricted  to  skimmed  milk.  Fowler's  solution, 
one  or  two  drops  thrice  daily,  will  do  good,  as  will  also  oxide  of 
silver,  one  or  two  grains.  It  will  rarely  be  necessary  to  do  more 
than  regulate  the  diet  and  give  Fowler's  solution.  If  the  liver 
be  deranged,  it  must  be  attended  to. 


COCAINE  IN  GONORRHCEEAL  ORCHITIS. 


BY 

W.   C.   MAXBY,   M.D.,   OF  MABCUS,   IOWA. 


On  Dec.  4th  I  was  called  to  B.  F.,  aged  28,  of  full  habit.  On 
examination,  found  acute  orchitis  of  lefl  testicle,  with  a  gonor- 
rhoeal  discharge  from  urethra ;  the  testicle  much  swollen,  hard  and 
painful,  with  darting  pains  up  spermatic  cord,  and  pain  on  pres- 
sure over  inguinal  region  of  left  side.  By  questioning,  patient 
stated  he  had  contracted  the  disease  in  July,  five  months  previous, 
and  had  been  treating  himself  by  using  free  medicine  receipts^  at 
times  better,  but  the  disorder  would  persist  in  returning,  and  so 
remitting  and  returning  up  to  final  result.  He  ha  1  quite  recently 
married  a  very  estimable  young  lady  from  Illinois,  and  had  com- 
municated the  disease  to  her.  The  patient  and  wife,  with  hid 
father  and  mother,  all  at  the  old  home  and  all  highly  respected — 
a  close  place,  you  see. 

I  told  the  old  gent  his  son  had  inflammation  of  testicle,  and  he 
appeared  satisfied  ;  and  to  the  patient's  wife,  that  pus  was  poison, 
and  if  applied  to  a  denuded  surface  or  injected  under  the  skin,  or 
coming  in  contact  with  a  mucus  surface,  would  produce  inflam* 
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matioDi  with  burning  and  pain.  She  replied  that  she  did  have 
the  horning  and  pain,  especially  at  micturition.  Seeing  that  she 
anticipated  my  object,  I  then  explained  that  in  all  probability 
her  sexual  organs  had  become  poisoned  through  the  medium  oi 
the  sexual  act.  She  looked  me  square  in  the  eyes,  as  if  to  catch 
any  expression  to  the  contrary.  I  had  told  no  falsehood,  so  the 
lines  of  my  face  were  as  composed  as  a  saint. 

To  the  husband  I  prescribed  pulv.  doveri  gr.  viii.  every  four 
hours.     Also— 

E^     Distilled  ext.  copaiva 3ii. 

Distilled  ext.  cubebs Siss. 

Spts.  ether  nit 5ii. 

Glycerine 5iiss. 

M. — A  teaspoonful  every  four  hours,  with  warm  fomentations 
to  testicle. 

Saw  patient  Dec.  5th.  Much  better  and  easier.  Prescribed 
for  wife.  Exit.  Saw  patient  again  Dec.  7th ;  temperature  99 ; 
pulse  96.  Discharge  from  urethra  unchanged  in  quality  or 
quantity,  pain  in  back,  groin  and  thighs,  abdomen  tense,  testicle 
much  swollen  and  painful.  Removed  warm  fomentations.  Pre- 
scribed a  lotion : 

R     Tinct.  aconite  rad 

Tinct.  arnica  aa ....5iss. 

Ol.  olive Siss. 

M. — Apply  on  cotton-flannel  to  parts  continuous.  Also,  calo- 
mel gr.  10;  take  at  once.     Exit. 

Twelve  hours  after  was  sent  for  in  great  haste.  Messenger 
said  patient  had  been  having  chills.  When  I  arrived  found  the 
bowels  had  acted  well ;  tension  of  abdomen  reduced,  but  was 
still  having  rigors.     Temperature  103^;  pulse  108. 

My  conclusion  was  that  the  rise  of  temperature  and  the  rigors 
was  due  to  formation  of  pus,  and  that  I  must  puncture  the  testicle. 
The  testicle  being  so  very  sensitive,  made  me  think  to  test  the 
efficacy  of  coeaine. 

Pinching  up  the  skin  over  testicle,  I  inserted  the  hypodermic 
needle  just  through  the  skin  and  carefully  instilled  five  drops  of 
hydrochlorate  cocaine,  4  per  cent,  solution.     I  did  this  in  three 
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different  places,  injecting  five  drops  in  each,  between  skin  and 
opididymis  ;  then  I  bathed  the  skin  with  the  solution.  Waited 
five  minutes;  patient  said  pain  in  testicle  was  not  so  bad,  but 
that  he  was  so  sick.  I  waited  longer ;  he  was  white  around  the 
mouth.  Said  he,  *^  Oh,  I  am  so  sick."  Respirations  short  and 
intermittent,  his  face  deathly  pale.  "  Oh,  doctor,  I  am  so  sick." 
The  respirations  dropped  to  about  fourteen  per  minute.  Pulse 
soft,  depressed,  and  about  100  per  minute.  I  gave  him  a  good 
draught  of  brandy,  placed  his  hands  under  his  head,  and  told  him 
to  keep  them  there  ;  then,  grasping  the  testicle  with  my  left  hand, 
with  the  right  I  made  an  incision  one  inch  deep  into  the  anterior 
convex  portion  of  testicle,  cutting  upward  and  outward. 

There  followed  a  gentle  flow  of  sanious  lymph  and  matter.  I 
waited  one  hour.  Pulse  86;  temperature  102;  respiration  22, 
and  more  regular.  Applied  linseed  poultice  to  testicle  and  gave 
morphia  sulph.  gr.  J,  with  orders  to  give  i  o  other  medicine  until 
I  saw  him  again. 

Returned  next  morning;  patient  easy ;  had  breakfast,  felt  well; 
testicle  much  reduced,  and  not  so  tender. 

There  was  a  discharge  for  three  days  and  nights  from  punc- 
tured testicle,  the  discharge  from  urethra  gradually  subsided,  and 
at  this  writing,  Dec.  16th,  both  patients  are  doing  well,  he  con- 
tending that  he  is  well. 

My  object  in  reporting  this  case  is  to  show  the  dangerous  action 
of  cocaine  in  this  particular  case.  The  patient  expressed  a  feel- 
ing of  deathly  sickness,  but  made  no  effort  to  vomit ;  there  was 
alarming  apuoea  and  neurasthenia,  and  the  patient  said  his  cheeka 
felt  heavy  and  dead,  and  actually  brushed  them  with  his  hand  to 
see  if  they  were  there. 

I  think  the  drug  was  quickly  taken  up  into  the  lymphatic 
vessels,  and  passed  into  the  circulation  in  a  very  short  time,  the 
absorption  being  rapid,  hence  the  shock. 

I  had  used  the  drug  on  other  patients,  on  and  into  cervix  uteri, 
on  the  cornea,  and  applied  it  in  extracting  teeth,  and  never  had 
occasion  to  regret  its  use,  but  in  the  future  I  shall  use  it  with 
dread  caution,  especially  over  and  into  lymphatic  ganglia. 
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Waxham:  Tbeatment  op  Cboup. — {Giicago  Medical  Jour- 
nal and  Examiner^  June^  1886.) — In  the  treatment  of  this  disease 
the  author  approves  of  trypsin  as  one  of  the  most^  if  not  the  most^ 
valuable  agents  for  dissolving  the  false  membrane.     His  fomula 


R    Fairchild's  ext.  panoreatis gr.  xv. 

SodsB  bicarb gr.  iij. 

AqusB  dist 

GlyoerinsB • aaSss. 

This  mixture  may  be  used  with  an  atomizer,  and  great  pains 
must  be  taken  that  the  spray  may  reach  the  affected  parts.  Lime 
water  is  mentioned  as  an  excellent  solvent,  but  only  when  the 
membrane  is  immersed  in  it.  The  vapor*  from  a  boiling  solution 
does  not  dissolve  it,  as  was  shown  by  exposing  a  large  fragment 
of  &lse  membrane  to  the  vapor  constantly  for  three  hours.  In 
the  given  experiment  the  membrane  was  neither  disintegrated 
Bor  softened.  The  author  admits,  however,  that  benefit  may  be 
derived  from  the  heat  and  moisture  of  the  vapor.  The  same 
piece  of  membrane  which  was  exposed  to  the  vapor  was  placed  in 
a  two-ounce  phial  which  contained  an  officinal  solution  of  lime 
water ;  in  seven  minutes  it  had  been  completely  dissolved.  An- 
other piece  of  membrane  was  subjected  to  a  spray  from  a  hand 
atomizer  which  contained  the  pancreatin  solution  according  to 
the  formula  already  given.  It  was  sprayed  four  times,  at  inter- 
vals of  half  an  hour,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  membrane 
was  disintegrated.  Again,  a  similar  piece  of  membrane  was 
sprayed  with  officinal  lime  water  every  half  hour  and  was  dis- 
solved afler  six  applications.  A  spray  of  a  ten  per  cent,  solution 
of  lactic  acid  sof^enftd  the  membrane  in  three  hours  and  a  half, 
being  used,  as  in  other  cases,  at  intervals  of  half  an  hour.  The 
membrane  was  not  completely  disintegrated,  however.     The  con- 
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elusions  which  were  reached  were:  (1.)  A  solution  of  pancreatin 
with  soda  and  glycerine  furnishes  the  most  satisfactory  solvent. 
(2.)  I'he  spray  of  lime  water  will  dissolve  false  membrane,  but 
not  so  efficiently  as  the  pancreatin.  (3.)  The  vapor  from  boiling 
lime  water  is  of  no  use  as  a  solvent.  (4.)  Lactic  acid  is  not  a 
good  solvent. 

O'Dwyer^s  method  of  tubing  the  larynk  in  croup  receives  un- 
qualified praise.  Its  advantages  are:  (1.)  The  tube  can  be  in- 
troduced and  without  danger.  (2.)  There  is  no  mutilation. 
(3.)  No  wound  as  a  cause  of  shock,  or  source  of  infection.  (4.) 
The  tube  can  be  worn  more  easily  than  a  tracheotomy  tube,  and 
without  greater  hinderance  to  coughing  and  expectoration.  (5.) 
It  does  not  require  constant  attention  as  does  a  tracheotomy  tube. 
(6.)  Bronchitis  and  pneumonia  are  less  likely  to  occur  than  when 
tracheotomy  has  been  performed,  the  respired  air  being  warmed 
on  its  way  through  the  natural  air  passages.  (7.)  The  operation 
is  less  likely  to  be  objectionable  to  the  parents. — Archives  of 
Pediatrics. 


Sanguinarta  Canadensis.  —  L.  B.  Anderson  after  thirty 
years  use  of  this  drug  esteems  it  more  highly  than  any  other  one 
agent  of  the  materia  raedica.  In  a  paper  in  the  Therapeuiic 
OazeUe,  Dec.  1885,  he  writes  at  some  length  concerning  it. 

As  to  its  modus  operandi,  he  says  that  it  causes  an  increased 
secretion  from  the  respiratory  mucous  membranes  and  more  or 
less  also  from  other  rovcous  surfaces,  as  evidenced  by  its  sanative 
effect  where  there  is  obstruction  of  the  hepatic  ducts,  and  a  dry 
condition  gastric  an  intestinal  mucous  membranes.  It  seems  to 
exert  a  special  influence  upon  vaso-motor  nerves  controlling  the 
capillary  circulation  in  the  mucous  membranes  and  upon  their 
trophic  nerves  as  well. 

Among  the  therapeutic  uses  he  mentions  the  effect  of  a  full 
dose  at  bed  time  in  an  ineipent  catarrh  whon  it  will  ofien  effect 
such  rapid  and  complete  resolution  that  \dien  arising  in  the 
morning  all  unpleasant  symptoms  will  have  disappeared.  When 
pharyngeal  inflammation  has  become  so  intense  as  to  cause  a  rapid 
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exosmoeid  and  organization  of  fibrin,  forming  a  false  membrane, 
saogainaria  will  restore  the  oircalation,  arrest  farther  exadation, 
cut  off  nutrition  of  the  false  membranes  and  canse  it  to  die  and 
sloagh  off. 

He  finds  it  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  tabercalar 
consumption  where  it  modifies  the  circulation  in  the  hectic  con- 
dition, promotes  free  secretion  of  the  mucus  from  the  bronchi  and 
duodenum,  relieving  the  lung  preseure  and  causing  free  elimina- 
tion of  bile. 

He  has  treated  many  casese  of  phthisis  with  combination  of 
equal  parts  of  tincture  of  sanguinaria  and  fluid  extract  of  cimi- 
oifuga  racemosa,  twenty  drops  of  the  mixture  in  syrup  every  two 
or  four  hours,  using  at  the  same  time  the  compound  fluid  extract 
of  Indian  sarsaparilla,  and  with  better  results,  he  thinks,  than  h^ 
has  obtained  by  any  other  line  of  treatment.  He  keeps  the  chest 
irritated  with  tartar-emetic  ointment  to  subdue  inflammatory  . 
complication.  The  sanguinaria  and  cimicifuga  promote  expecto- 
ration and  moderate  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  thus  diminish 
pulmonary  congestion,  while  the  compound  fluid  extract  promotes 
digestion,  gives  tone  to  the  organic  nerves  centres,  and  stimulates 
the  action  of  the  absorbents. 

He  does  not  like  the  officinal  preparation  of  the  drug.  He  has 
found  that  the  tincture  will  not  retain  its  properties  long  and 
should  therefore  be  freshly  prepared  or  combined  with  syrup. 

The  root  should  be  procured  as  early  in  the  season  as  possible 
and  carefully  washed  at  once.  When  intended  for  immediate  use 
four  ounces  of  the  fresh  root  should  be  placed  in  a  quart-bottle  of 
diluted  alcohol,  kept  in  a  warm  place  and  shaken  frequently, 
when  it  will  be  ready  for  use  in  two  or  three  days.  When  the  dry 
root  is  to  be  used,  four  ounces  should  be  put  in  a  quart-bottle  and 
enough  boiling  water  added  to  cover  the  pieces  which  will  fill 
the  bottle  about  half  full.  After  standing  for  twelve  hours  in  a 
warm  place  the  bottle  is  to  be  filled  with  dilute  alcohol  and  the^ 
whole  digested  for  a  few  days  with  frequent  shaking.  Then  it 
should  be  strained  off  for  use.  If  to  be  preserved  for  any  length 
of  time,  he  adds  three  parts  of  syrup  to  one  of  the  tincture,  and 
a  teaspoon ful  is  the  dose  for  an  adult. 
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Dr.  Anderson  quotes  the  observations  of  others  with  regard  to 
the  use  of  this  drug,  fully  supporting  his  own  high  estimate  of 
its  efficacy  in  influenza,  croup,  bronchitis,  and  pneumonia. — 8t. 
Louis  Courier  of  Medicine. 


On  the  Therapeutic  Uses  of  Resorcine. — This  drug, 
belonging  to  the  aromatic  series  in  chemistry,  to  which  carbolic 
acid,  salicylic  acid,  and  many  other  drugs  also  belong,  was  dis- 
covered in  1860,  by  Hlassivetz  and  Barth,  but  has  only  recently 
come  into  use.  Resorcine  is  very  soluble  in  water,  95  parts  in 
100,  and  less  so  in  ether,  alcohol,  glycerine,  and  vaseline.  The 
aqueous  solution  is  neutral.  It  darkens  on  exposure  to  the  air, 
is  phosphorescent,  and  treated  with  perchloride  of  iron  it  gives  a 
beautiful  blue  color ;  or,  if  sulphate  of  soda  has  been  previously 
added,  a  deep  garnet. 

Its  physiological  effects  have  been  well  described  by  Justus 
Andeer.  It  destroys  the  low  organisms,  causing  certain  fermen- 
tations and  putrefactions.  A  solution  of  1  to  100  arrests  alco- 
holic fermentation.  A  solution  of  2.6  to  100  stops  lactic  fcrmta- 
tation,  and  is  a  valuable  preservative  liquid  for  anatomical  speci- 
mens. It  is,  therefore,  an  antiefiervescent  and  antiputrescent  of 
great  power. 

Justus  Andeer  and  P6radon  have  experimented  upon  them- 
selves, not  only  with  small,  but  with  large  and  dangerous  doses. 
In  doses  of  gr.  xlv-lxxv.  a  day,  the  drug  only  causes  slight  roar- 
ing in  the  ears,  without  other  symptoms.  3  viij.  taken  in  twelve 
hours,  produced  dull  pain  in  the  head,  with  heaviness  and  loss  of 
appetite.  The  same  dose,  taken  in  six  hours,  caused  deafness, 
sighing  respiration,  vertigo,  and  lassitude,  and  modified  neither 
the  temperature  nor  the  pulse.  Taken  in  two  hours  it  caused  a 
deep  sleep,  followed  by  a  normal  wakening.  Taken  in  fifteen 
minutes  it  caused  troubles  of  sight,  hearing,  odor,  and  taste,  fol- 
lowed by  hallucinations.  P6radon  had  the  same  experiences,  with 
redness  of  the  face,  more  or  less  profuse  perspiration,  and  lower- 
ing of  the  temperature  under  large  doses. 
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The  therapeatio  applications  of  resorcioe  are  baaed  on  its  anti* 
septic  and  antithermic  properties,  and  it  has  been  successfully 
used  in  certain  infectious  diseases.  In  typhoid  fever  it  acts  by 
combating  the  infective  principles  and  the  high  temperature  of 
the  disease. 

In  intermittent  fever  its  actions  seems  to  have  fully  justified 
the  hopes  of  the  experimenters,  and  Kahler  regaids  it  as  quite 
equal  to  quinine.  The  cures  of  intermittent  fever  by  resorcine 
may  now  be  counted  by  the  hundred.  Beside  this  effect  on  the 
temperature,  it  has  the  advantage  that  it  may  be  administered  at 
the  beginning  of  the  access  of  fever;  in  fact,  this  is  the  best  time 
for  administering  it,  as  its  effect  is  very  evanescent.  Lichtheim 
gives  one  large  dose  of  gr.  xlv. 

In  diphtheria  Justus  Andeer  uses  resorcine  in  powder  for 
making  local  applications.  In  severe  cases  he  gives  it  internally. 
In  222  cases  thus  treated,  he  was  not  disappointed  in  a  single 
one.  In  erysipelas  it  does  not  seem  to  have  any  marked  effect 
except  when  injected  hypodermically  along  the  erysipelatous  line. 

EeterncU  Uses. — On  account  of  its  antiseptic  action,  resorcine 
in  solution  may  be  used  for  dressing  putrid  or  atonic  wounds. 
It  has  the  advantage  over  several  other  antiseptics  of  being  odor- 
less, though  it  is  less  astringent  than  carbolic  acid.  The  solution 
is  also  used  as  a  topical  application  in  syphilitic  ulcerations;  and, 
as  shown  by  a  recent  pamphlet  of  Leblond  and  Fissiaux,  it  is  as 
useful  in  the  treatment  of  soft  chancres  as  iodoform. 

Resorcine  has  no  irritating  action  on  mucous  membranes.  For 
internal  administration  it  is  preferably  given  in  an  aromctic  solu- 
tion, or  in  sweetened  water  to  which  an  aromatic  syrup  is  added.. 
The  doses  vary  according  to  individual  circumstances.  For  ex- 
ternal nse  the  vehicle  may  be  water,  or  water  with  p'lvoerine  and 
alcohol.  It  can  also  be  incorporated  in  pomades,  ete  —  American 
Journal  of  Medical  Sciences^  July,  1884,  p.  269. 

According  to  the  testimony  of  Bovouche  {Jour,  ^^  Med.  de 
Bordeatix),  cases  of  chronic  diarrhoea,  if  caused  bv  septicemia, 
"or  if  accompanied  only  by  a  very  fetid  discharge.''  «fe  greatly 
benefitted  by  the  use  of  resorcine  with  castor  oil.  It  »<(  given  in 
doses  of  sixteen  grains  with  castor  oil,  the  solution  being  effected 
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by  the  aid  of  heat.  It  is  also  claimed  by  Andeer  as  possessing 
valuable  hpynolio  properties.  We  have  had  an  occasion  qaite 
recently  to  use  resorcine  topically  in  a  painful  and  indolent  ulcer 
of  the  chin  of  long  duration.  The  remedy  was  applied  full 
strength,  gave  immediate  relief  to  the  pain,  corrected  the  fetid 
condition  of  sore,  and  stimulated  the  granular  process.  It  is 
decidedly  caustic,  but  non  irritating  to  mucous  surfaces. 

Dr.  Rubino  Antonio  {Med.  Times  and  Oazette)  reports  an  epi- 
thelioma 00  the  side  of  the  nose,  about  the  size  of  a  pea,  but  with 
body  attachments,  reddened  skin  and  infiltrated,  treated  with  this 
remedy.  He  used  resorcine,  fifteen  parts  to  twenty  parts  of  vas- 
eline, and  applied  twice  daily,  previously  washing  with  a  solution 
of  potassium  permanganate.  The  tumor  grew  gradually  smaller 
day  by  day,  and  finally  disappeared  at  the  end  of  five  months. — 
Weekly  Medical  Review. 


The  Treatment  op  Pelvic  Abscesses  in  Women.— Dr. 
Paul  F.  Mund6  thus  concludes  a  paper  in  the  American  Journal 
of  Obstetrioa  for  February : 

1.  Pelvic  abscess  in  the  female  is  not  very  common,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  great  frequency  of  pelvic  exudations,  and  probably 
does  not  occur  in  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  all  cases,  the  ma- 
jority of  exudations  terminating  in  spontaneous  absorption. 

2.  Pelvic  abscess  may  be  either  extra-peritoneal,  the  result  of 
cellulitis  (by  far  the  most  common  variety),  or  intra-peritoneal, 
the  consequence  of  pelvic  peritonitis.  If  intra-peritoneal,  the 
adhesive  inflammation  between  pelvic  viscera  and  intestines  may 
so  seal  the  abscess  cavity  as  to  render  it  practically  ea;^ra-perito- 
neal. 

Abscess  of  the  ovary  and  pyo-saipinx  do  not  belong  in  the 
catagory  of  '^ pelvic  abscess'^  proper,  and  do  not  fall  under  the 
same  therapeutic  rules,  unless  when,  by  agglutination  to  the  ab- 
nominal  wall  or  to  Douglas's  pouch,  they  become  virtually  extra- 
peritoneal. 

3.  Small  deep-seated  pelvic  abscess,  not  exceeding  a  capacity 
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of  two  ounces^  and  minute  multiple  abscesses  in  the  cellular  tis- 
sue, can  often  be  permanently  cured  by  evacuating  the  pus  thor- 
oughly with  the  aspirator.  The  surrounding  exudation  is  then 
rapidly  absorbed. 

4.  About  one-half  the  abscesses  open  spontaneously  into  the 
vagina,  rectum,  bladder,  or  through  the  abdominal  wall  and  ischi- 
atic  fossa.  These  cases  may  gradually  recover  without  treatment, 
or  the  sinuses  may  persist  until  closed  by  surgical  interference. 

5.  Abscesses  containing  more  than  two  ounces  of  pus  should 
be  opened  by  free  incision  along  an  exploring  needle  or  grooved 
director,  cleared  of  debris  by  linger  or  blunt  curette,  and  drained 
and  irrigated,  if  necessary,  through  a  drainage  tube. 

6.  This  incision  should  be  made  at  the  spot  where  the  pus 
points  most  distinctly,  which  is  usually  the  vaginal  vault. 

7.  In  a  certain  number  of  cases  the  pus  points  through  the 
abdominal  wall,  &:enerally  in  the  iliac  fossa,  and  the  incision 
should  then  be  ample,  and  free  drainage  should  be  secured. 

8.  When  the  pus  has  burrowed  deep  into  the  pelvic  cavity, 
and  a  probe  can  be  passed  from  the  abdominal  incision  down  to 
the  vaginal  roof,  mere  abdomino-cutaneous  drainage  will  not 
suffice,  and  a  counter-opening  must  be  made  in  the  vagina,  and 
a  drainage  tube  carried  through  from  the  abdominal  wound  into 
the  vagina.  This  drainage  tube  may  have  to  be  worn  for  months. 
In  making  this  incision  care  should  be  taken  not  to  wound  the 
bladder.  i 

9.  The  opening  of  a  pelvic  abscess  which  points  through  the 
abdominal  wall  does  not  differ  from  and  is  no  more  dangerous 
than  ihe  same  operation  elsewhere  on  the  cutaneous  surface  of 
the  body.  It  is  not  an  "abdominal  section'^  or  a  "laparotomy,'' 
in  the  sense  that  these  terms  are  now  used  to  indicate  the  surgi- 
cal opening  of  the  peritoneal  cavity. 

10.  Chronic  pelvic  abscesses,  which  have  burst  spontaneously, 
and  have  discharged  through  the  vagina,  rectum,  or  elsewhere 
for  months  or  years,  are  exceedingly  difficult  to  cure.  This  is 
particularly  the  case  when  the  opening  is  high  up  the  rectum.  A 
counter-opening  in  the  vagina,  or  enlarging  the  opening  if  there 
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situated,  the  oarette,  stimulant  irrigation,  etc.,  may  oooasionally 
succeed,  but  usually  fail. 

11.  A  perityphlitio  abscess  may  point  through  the  abdominal 
wall,  and  stimulate  a  pelvic  abscess  proper.  Aspiration  will  set- 
tle the  diagnosis;  the  treatment  is  the  same. 

12.  The  majority  of  cases  of  pelvic  abscess  recover;  at  least 
the  mortality  is  small. — PhUa.  Med.  and  Surg.  Reporter. 


Stunning  and  Burn  by  an  Electbio  Laup. — George 
Buchanan  thus  writes  in  the  Lancet,  February  13: 

Injuries  from  electric  lamps  are  becoming  not  infrequent.  In 
most  of  the  cases  related  death  has  been  instantaneous.  In  a 
case  reported  on  January  22d,  as  occurring  at  Liverpool,  the  man 
was  stunned  and  remained  unconscious  for  a  time,  and  on  recov- 
ering was  found  to  be  quite  blind.  The  case  here  related  is  very 
curious  as  to  its  causation  and  its  effects. 

Wm.  C,  aged  44,  a  workman  in  Clydebank  building-yard, 
was  engaged  at  a  crane  on  November  19,  1885.  At  the  extrem- 
ity of  the  wooden  arm  of  the  crane  was  an  iron  pulley,  over 
which  hung  an  endless  chain  for  raising  weights.  The  man  had 
occasion  to  pull  at  the  chain,  and  while  so  doing  an  electric  lamp, 
which  was  suspended  above,  by  some  mischance  was  lowered  till 
it  touched  the  pulley.  The  lamp  was  one  of  the  arc  kind,  worked 
on  the  Brush  system.  The  instant  this  occurred  the  man  felt  a 
shock  pass  through  him,  became  "  doubled  up,''  and  then  lost 
consciousness ;  but  he  did  not  fall  to  the  ground,  being  held  up 
by  the  chain  which  his  hands  firmly  and  involuntarily  grasped. 
Some  three  or  four  minutes  elapsed  before  the  electric  current 
was  cut  ofi^  at  the  machine,  when  the  man  dropped  down  on  the 
ground  stunned.  He  was  taken  to  the  Western  Infirmary  about 
an  hour  afterward,  by  which  time  he  had  recovered  conscious- 
ness, and  could  give  a  distinct  account  of  what  had  happened. 
The  injuries  received  were  not  very  severe.  There  was  a  vesica- 
tion of  the  palm  of  his  hand  where  it  held  the  chain,  also  one  on 
the  side  of  his  neck,  which  rested  against  the  chain  during  his 
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palling  it  down.  On  the  sole  of  hie  right  foot  in  front,  where 
the  chief  weight  of  his  body  rested  in  the  act  of  palling,  was*a 
qK>t  aboat  two  inches  square,  where  the  tissues  were  completely 
charred  by  the  heat  of  the  carrent  passing  into  the  ground. 
There  were  no  nails  in  the  boots,  and  there  was  no  perceptible 
evidence  of  heat  on  them,  but  the  sole  of  the  stocking  was 
charred  opposite  the  charred  part  of  the  foot.  Sir  Wm.  Thom- 
son, who  questioned  the  man  after  his  recovery,  explained  that 
the  moist  foot  of  the  stocking  must  have  acted  as  the  medium  of 
conduction  between  the  man's  body  and  the  ground,  and  so  de- 
termined the  seat  of  the  burn. 

The  symptoms  complained  of  were  not  very  severe;  they  con- 
sisted of  a  slight  amount  of  general  shock,  a  feeling*of  heat[^in 
the  abdomen  and  chest,  and  dimness  of  vision,  all  of  which  passed 
off  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  wounds  were  treated  in  the  ordi- 
nary way.  A  large  slough  separated  from  the  sole  of  the^foot, 
followed  by  rapid  granulation  and  cicatrization,  and  the  man  was 
dismissed  cured  in  about  six  weeks. 

Sir  Wm.  Thomson  suggests  that  if  any  of  the  bystanders  had 
taken  the  man  by  the  clothes  and  drawn  his  feet  from  contact 
with  the  ground,  or  had  thrust  a  bit  of  dry  clothing  of  any  kind  . 
under  bis  feet,  the  contact  would  have  been  broken;  and  the  hand 
relieved  from  its  grasp  of  the  chain.  The  wonder  is  that  an 
electric  current  powerful  enough  to  char  the  integument  of  the 
sole  of  the  foot,  passing  through  the  man,  did  not  produce  any 
internal  mischief.   ' 

Amebicak  Medical  Absooiations. — The  Thirty-seventh 
Annual  Session  will  be  held  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  May  4,  5, 6  and  7,  commence- 
ing  on  Tuesday  at  11  A.M. 

The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointment  from  perma- 
nently organized  State  Medical  Societies  and  such  County  and 
District  Medical  Societies  a$  are  recognized  by  represfTUation  in 
their  reapeetive  Staie  8ooietie8f  and  from  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  of  the 
United  States. 
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Each  State^  Connty,  and  District  Medical  Society  entitled  to 
representation  shall  have  the  privilege  of  sending  to  the  Associa- 
tion one  delegate  for  every  ten  of  its  regular  resident  members, 
and  one  for  every  additional  fraction  of  more  than  half  that 
number:  Provided^  however,  that  the  number  of  delegates  for 
any  particular  State,  territory,  county,  city  or  town  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  latio  of  one  in  ten  of  the  resident  physicians  who  may 
have  signed  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Association. 

Secretaries  of  Medical  Societies,  as  above  designated,  are  earn* 
estly  requested  to  forward,  cut  oncCf  lists  of  their  delegates. 

Also,  that  the  Permanent  Secretary  may  be  enabled  to  erase 
from  the  the  names  of  those  who  have  forfeited  their  member- 
ship, the  Secretaries  are,  by  special  reaolutio'ti,  requested  to  send 
to  him,  annually,  a  corrected  list  of  the  membership  of  their  re- 
spective Societies. 

'*  The  Chairman  of  the  several  Sections  shall  prepare  and  read, 
in  the  general  sessions  of  the  Association,  papers  on  the  advances 
and  discoveries  of  the  past  year  in  the  branches  of  science  in- 
cluded in  their  respective  Sections.  .  .  ." — By'LawB^  Article 
11,  Sec.  4. 

PraettGe  of  Medicine^  Materiay  Medica  and  Physiology. — Dr. 
J.  T.  Whittaker,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Chairman ;  Dr.  B.  L.  Cole- 
man, Lexington,  Ky.,  Secretary. 

Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Womtn  and  Children. — Dr.  S.  C. 
Gordon,  Portland,  Me.,  Chairman ;  Dr.  J.  F.  Y.  Paine,  Galves- 
ton, Texas,  Secretary. 

Surgery  and  Anaiomy. — Dr.  Nicholas  Seni»,  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
Chairman ;  Dr.  H.  H.  Mudd,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Secretary. 

State  Medicine, — Dr.  John  H.  Ranch,  Springfield,  111.,  Chair- 
man ;  Dr.  F.  E.  Daniel,  Austin,  Texas,  Secretary. 

Ophthalmology y  Otology^  Laryngology. — Dr.  Eugene  Smith, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  Chairman ;  Dr.  J.  F.  Fulton,  St.  Paul,  Minn., 
Secretary. 

Diseases  of  Children. — Dr.  W.  D.  Haggard,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
Chairman;  Dr.  W.  B.  Lawrence,  Batesville,  Ark.,  Secretary^ 

Oi^al  and  Dental  Surgery, — Dr.  John  S.  Marshall,  Chicago,  111., 
Chairman ;  Dr.  A.  E.  Baldwin,  Chicago,  III.,  Secretary. 
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A  member  desiriog  to  read  a  paper  before  a  Section  should 
forward  the  paper,  or  its  tiUe  and  length  (not  to  exceed  twenty 
minutes  in  reading),  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, at  least  ono  month  before  the  meeting. — By-Laws. 

(jommiUee  of  Arrangtmenta. — Dr.  Le  Grand  Atwood,  St,  Louis, 
Mo.y  Chairman. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  CONSTITUTION. 

By  Dr.  Foder  PraU,  Mich. — Each  Section  shall  nominate  its 
Chairman  and  Secretary — all  other  nominations  to  be  made,  as 
now,  by  the  nominating  Committee. 

By  Dr.  I.  N.  QuinAy,  N.  J. — Create  a  new  Section,  to  be 
known  as  the  Section  on  Medical  Jurisprudence. 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  M.D., 

Permanent  Secretary. 


AN.S8THETICS. — Dr.  R.  Harvey  Reed  thus  concludes  a  paper 
in  the  Fort  Wayne  Jour.  Med.  Science  for  January: 

From  this  brief  review  of  the  ansesthetics  most  familiar  to  the 
profession,  from  a  practical  stand-point,  we  have  arrived  at  the 
following  conclusions : 

1.  Of  all  general  ansesthetics  known,  pure  sulphuric  ether 
stands  at  the  head  for  safety,  efficiency,  and  every-day  practical 
use. 

2.  Hydrochlorate  of  cocaine  stands  at  the  head  of  all  knowiv 
local  annsthetics. 

3.  Ethidene  promises  to  rival  ether,  and  merits  a  more  general 
and  extended  trial. 

4.  No  surgeon  should  give  any  ansesthetic  without  being  pre- 
pared to  resuscitate  the  patient  on  the  shortest  possible  notice  if 
necessary ;  among  which  preparations  nitrite  of  amyl  stands  pre- 
eminent. 

5.  No  person  should  be  entrusted  with  the  administration  of 
any  ansesthetic  who  is  not  thoroughly  familiar  with  their  physi- 
ological action  and  practical  administration. 

6.  The  indiscriminate  use  of  ansesthetics  should  be  strenuously 
guarded  against,  and  especially  the  practice  of  leaving  such  dan- 
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gerous  compouDcb  in  the  hands  of  the  laity^  to  be  given  at  lib- 
erty^ whenever  they  may  deem  it  necessary. 

7.  The  judicioas  use  of  anaesthetics  under  all  necessary  cir- 
cumstances should  never  be  omitted ;  for  when  properly  used  by 
skilled  hands  they  are  are  a  glorious  haven  of  peace  in  the  midst 
of  a  stormy  sea. 


iNjEcrriONB  OP  Oil  op  Turpentine  pob  the  Radical  Cube 
OF  FiSTULiB. — Cecchini  has  employed  oil  of  tarpentine  with 
good  results  in  the  treatment  of  several  varieties  of  fistuln.  He 
claims  that  this  substance  acts  as  a  powerful  antiseptic,  produces 
granulation^  and  can  never  do  harm  if  a  reasonable  amount  of 
care  is  exercised. 

1.  FiatvJce  in  Ano. — Seven  cases  treated,  with  five  cures.  The 
turpentine  was  injected  by  means  of  a  syringe.  As  it  causes  con- 
siderable pain^  it  may  be  diluted  with  almond  or  olive  oil.  Short 
fistulffi  are  most  easily  cured  by  this  remedy. 

2.  Caries  of  Petrous  Portion  of  Temporal  Bone. — Four  cases 
cured  in  from  two  to  three  months.  Boracic  acid  was  used  in 
conjunction  with  the  turpentine.  The  discharge  of  fetid  pus 
soon  ceased,  and  complete  cure  rapidly  followed. 

3.  Dental  Fiatuloe. — Eight  fistuls,  with  caries  of  alveolar  proc- 
ess and  maxillaries,  were  completely  cured. 

s  4.  Fistvla  of  Steno's  Duct. — The  fistula  treated  was  caused  by 
an  abscess  following  a  gun-shot  wound.  From  the  parotid  re- 
gion^  fistul»  extended  into  the  cheeky  angle  of  jaw  and  neck. 
During  mastication  saliva  flowed  through  the  opening  in  the 
cheek.  The  fistnla  was  healed  in  thirty  days^  with  six  injections. 
Cecchini  has  also  employed  turpentine  in  the  treatment  of  car- 
buncles and  in  post  mortem  wounds,  in  every  case  with  excellent 
results. —  Centralblatt  fur  Ckirurgie,  No.  1,  1886. 


Chronic  Cystitis. — The  Bulletin  was  instrumental  in  calling 
my  attention  to  the  combination  of  drugs  known  as  lithlated  by- 
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drangea,  and  a  case  of  chronic  cystitis  has  yielded  so  happily  to 
its  administration,  that  its  report  may  be  of  interest. 

Patient,  a  married  lady,  set.  30  years,  suffering  from  calculi, 
much  reduced  in  flesh,  of  nervous,  temperament,  and  desponding, 
hypochondriacal  disposition.  I  had  used  at  different  times  the 
simple  fluid  extract  hydrangea,  uva  ursi,  buchu,flax  seed  tea,  and 
elm  water,  as  well  as  washing  out  the  bladder  with  a  solution  of 
nitrate  of  silver,  etc.,  without  success.  I  then  commenced  the 
use  of  lithiated  hydrangea  (Lambert)  in  teaspoonful  doses  four 
times  a  day,  and  after  three  days  increased  to  tablespoonful  doses. 
At  the  end  of  the  first  week  I  could  see  no  marked  change,  but 
persisted  in  its  administration.  On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh 
day  of  treatment  the  patient  was  reported  much  worse,  and  my 
visit  founct  her  suffering  intensely  and  continuously  passing 
water,  in  small  quantities,  containing  clots  of  blood.  I  injected 
four  ounces  flax-seed  tea  and  laudanum  into  the  bladder,  which 
partially  relieved  the  pain  and  tenesmus,  and  enabled  the  passage 
of  a  large  quantity  of  water,  containing  three  ounces,  by  weight, 
of  what  I  supposed  to  be  phosphate  of  lime.  I  then  added  fifty 
per  cent,  of  the  fluid  extract  of  buchu  to  the  lithiated  hydrangea 
for  several  days,  during  which  time  she  continued  to  pass  the 
brick  dust  deposit,  which  was  followed  by  a  gradual  improvement 
in  her  general  condition.  I  used  no  other  treatment  except  to 
keep  hot  hop  poultices  over  the  pubis.  She  now  has  no  trouble 
whatever  in  passing  her  water,  and  no  pain  or  soreness  over  the 
region  of  the  bladder.  I  must  ascribe  the  ultimate  benefit  to  the 
lithiated  hydrangea  on  account  of  its  removal  of  the  cause  of  ir- 
ritation,— i,  e,y  the  dissolution  of  the  calculi. — P.  McAdanva,  M. 
D.,  BoaedaUj  Ohio,  in  Medioal  Bulletin. 


A  Painless  Eschabotic— The  Medical  News  tells  us  that 
Mr.  C  £.  Jennings  has  recorded  in  the  Lancet  two  cases  in  which 
he  used  cocaine  to  alleviate  pain,  whilst  caustics  were  applied  to 
cancerous  growths.  One  patient  was  aged  seventy-three,  and 
suffered  from  extensive  scirrhous  ulceration  of  the  right  breast. 
The  surface  of  the  ulcer  was  covered  with  rugged,  irregular 
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graDalations,  which  bled  upon  pressure ;  the  veins  around  the 
growth  were  much  engorged^  and  the  pain  was  increasing.  After 
painting  the  alcerated  surface  with  a  ten  per  cent,  solution  of 
hydrochlorate  of  cocaine,  a  paste  was  applied  consisting  of  cocaine, 
potassa  fusa^  and  vaseline.  After  some  minutes  a  burning  sensa- 
tion was  experienced  ;  then  the  paste  was  quicklj  removed  with 
the  charred  tissue,  by  means  of  pledgets  of  cotton-wool  pre- 
viously moistened  with  water.  The  denuded  surface  was  again 
painted  with  cocaine  solution,  and  the  compound-paste  reapplied. 
By  this  means,  more  than  a  tablespoonful  of  cancerous  growth 
was  removed  by  a  rapid  and  painless  process.  The  next  day  a 
clean,  smooth,  and  bloodless  surface,  insensitive  to  the  touch,  was 
presented.  By  this  means  most  of  the  scirrhous  mast  wafi  re- 
moved after  a  few  applications.  In  the  second  case,  the  aatbac 
destroyed  a  cancerous  growth  of  the  os  and  cervix  uteri,  by  means 
of  sticks  of  potassa  fusa,  and  a  ten  per  cent,  solution  of  cocaine. — 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter. 


In  Accobdance  with  the  Letter  and  Spirit  op  the 
Code  of  Ethics. — At  a  recent  banquet  Sir  Spencer  Wells  told 
a  story  from  his  personal  experience  as  a  young  man,  which  has 
in  it  a  lesson  for  the  older  men  of  to-day.  He  had  been  called  in 
the  absence  of  Dr.  Braithwaite,  the  family  physician,  to  see  a  girl 
whom  he  found  lying,  insensible,  on  the  bed.  Not  knowing  what 
to  do  he  gave  some  brandy-and-water.  Dr.  Braithwaite  then  ar- 
rived, and  after  examining  the  case  ordered  two  teaspoonfuls 
more  of  the  mixture,  but  as  soon  as  he  was  alone  with  Wells, 
said  :  "It  was  very  wrong  to  give  her  brandy-and-water.  It  is 
the  first  stage  of  some  eruptive  fever.  But  a  teaspoonful  won't 
make  any  difference,  and  it  will  show  that  I  did  not  differ  from 
you.  If  I  had,''  he  added  with  a  kind  smile,  "perhaps  they 
would  not  believe  either  of  us  "  There  was  something  in  this 
way  of  treating  a  junior — so  much  good  feeling,  mixed  with  so 
much  knowledge  of  human  nature — which  so  impressed  the  future 
Sir  Spencer  as  to  influence  him  in  his  consultations  with  his  jun- 
iors.— Medical  Age. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


SELECTIONS.  181 

Absenioub  Acid  in  Hemorrhagic  Malarial  Fever. — Dr. 
&  H.  RiggB,  of  Selma,  Alabama,  reports  {Medical  News,  Feb- 
ruary 27)  an  interestiog  case  of  a  white  boy  sofferiag  with  hem- 
orrhagic malarial  fever.  Calomel  followed  by  salines  was  giveity 
hot  baths,  and  the  following  prescription  : 

R     Acidi  arseniosi i  gr. 

Piperinn K''*  !]• 

Pulv.  Doveri gr.  x. 

Ext.  hyoscyami gr.  v.     M 

Five  capsules. 

One  capsule  taken  every  three  hours  until  some  oedema  was  ob- 
served, when  the  remedy  was  given  at  longer  intervals.  In 
thirty-five  hours  half  a  grain  of  arsenic  was  thus  administered. 
Dr.  Biggs  noted  a  prompt  improvement;  and  is  disposed  to  be- 
lieve that  full  doses  of  arsenic  constitute  the  best  treatment  for 
this  usually  fatal  disease. — Medical  Times. 


Feeding  by  the  Rectum. — The  following  formula  for  this 
purpose  are  given  in  The  Practitioner ,  Dec,  1885  : 

For  peptonized  gruel :  wlieaten  flour,  oatmeal,  arrowroot, 
sago,  pearl  barley,  pea  or  lentil  flour,  gruel  well  boiled,  thick  and 
strong,  Oj. ;  put  in  a  covered  jug,  cool  to  about  140°  F.,  add  liq. 
pancreatici  5ss.  Keep  warm  under  a  cosey  for  two  hours,  boil 
and  strain. 

For  peptonized  milk  gruel :  thick  hot  gruel,  cold  milk,  rqual 
parls.  To  each  pint  add  liq.  pancreatici  3!j-iij>)  andsodii  bicarb, 
grs.  XX.  Keep  warm  in  covered  jug  for  two  hours;  boil  for  a 
few  minutes  and  strain. 

For  peptonized  beef  tea :  half  pound  finely  minced  lean  beef, 
water  a  pint,  sodii  bicarb,  grains  xx.;  simmer  for  one  hour  and 
half;  cool  to  140°  F.;  add  liq.  pancreatici  3«s.  Keep  warm  under 
cosey  for  two  hours  ;  occasionally  shake.  Decant  liquid  portion 
and  boil  for  five  minutes. 


Antipybine. — We  have  informed  our  readers  of  the  hemosta- 
tic powers  of  antipyrine,  discovered  by  some  French  observers. 
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We  learn  of  corroborative  evidence  from  Italy.  Solotions  of  four 
or  five  per  cent,  were  used,  and  arrested  the  hemorrhage  in  epis- 
taxis,  in  the  removal  of  a  nevus,  in  an  operation  for  resection  of 
the  elbow,  etc.  The  solution  is  superior  to  perchloride  of  iron 
in  not  encrusting  the  surfaces,  to  the  actual  cautery  in  not  leaving 
an  eschar,  and  to  ergotine  in  not  being  poisonous. —  Weekly  Medi- 
eal  Beview 


''Have  used  Tongalinc  in  some  very  obstinate  cases  of  soka- 
cute  and  chronic  articular  rheumatism,  with  the  most  gratifying 
results.  In  one  case  of  long  standing  and  intense  suffering,  a 
combination  of  Tongaline  three  ounces  and  fluid  extract  of 
Manaca  one-half  ounce,  teaspoonful  every  hour,  caused  great  re- 
lief afler  the  third  dose.  I  am  much  pleased  with  Tongaline, 
and  should  not  like  to  be  without  it  in  my  practice. 

"  E.  Christiansen,  M.D.,  Grand  Island,  Neb.*' 


There  is  nothing  new  after  all  in  the  Pasteur  method.  It  has 
been  long  known  and  tried  in  communities  where  it  is  the  custom 
in  the  morning  for  a  man  to  inoculate  himself  with  a  thimbleful 
of  the  dog  that  had  bitten  him  the  night  before. 


A  letter  from  Berlin  to  the  TherapetUio  (?a«««€  reports  the  case 
of  a  girl  of  eight  with  gonorrhoeal  rheumatism,  communicated  by 
connection  with  a  boy  of  twelve. 


The  stomach  and  the  pocket  once  had  a  dispute  as  to  which 
had  the  most  influence  over  its  possessor.  The  stomach  took  the 
cake. 


Chewing  coffee  is  said  to  effectually  remove  the  disagreeable 
taste  following  galvanism  to  the  head  and  neck. 
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Hand-book  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System.  By  James 
Ross,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.C.P.  (Lond.),  Senior  Assistant  Physician 
to  the  Royal  Manchester  Infirmary,  with  184  illustrations.  Svo., 
leather,  pp.  723.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia* 
1885. 

We  regret  that  want  of  time  prevents  oar  giving  this  most  ex- 
cellent work  the  notice  it  justly  deserves.  But  in  order  that  our 
readers  may  know  something  of  its  scope,  objects  and  methods, 
we  give  them  in  full  the  author's  preface^  assuring  them  that  it  is 
fully  carried  out : 

'^  This  Hand-b')ok  is  intended  for  the  use  of  students,  and  such 
of  my  medical  brethren  as  are  so  fully  occupied  in  practice  that 
little  time  is  left  to  them  for  reading  lengthy  treatises,  and  mon- 
ographs on  special  subjects.  The  work  is  divided  into  two  parts 
— a  general  and  special  neurology.  In  the  former  I  have  en- 
deavored to  give  a  brief  outline  of  the  evolution  and  dissolution 
of  nervous  structures  and  functions,  adding  a  chapter  on  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  treatment.  In  approaching  a  new  subject,  our 
capacity  to  master  it  may  be  measured  by  the  ease  and  thorough- 
ness with  which  the  mind  assimilates  with  its  previous  stock  of 
knowledge  the  new  facts  and  relations  presented  to  it.  The 
student  may,  indeed,  acquire  much  information  concerning  dis- 
eases or  any  other  new  subject  of  study  without  assimilating  the 
new  facts,  which  come  under  his  notice,  with  well-established 
principles,  but  the  knowledge  thus  obtained — if  it  deserves  the 
name  of  knowledge — is  not  properly  organized,  and  will  be  found 
to  be  both  fleeting  and  ill-adapted  for  guidance  in  emergencies. 
Keeping  these  considerations  in  view,  it  has  been  my  endeavor 
in  this  part  to  arrange  the  anatomical  and  physiological  facts, 
with  which  the  student  is  already  more  or  less  familiar,  in  such 
3  8.  P. 
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a  way  that  his  mind  may  be  prepared  readily  to  comprehend  the 
multiform  phenomena  of  disease,  and  to  associate  them  with  the 
fundamental  laws  of  development.  In  the  special  part  my  great 
aim  has  been  to  make  the  work  thoroughly  practical.  With  this 
view  I  have  adopted,  as  far  as  possible,  a  clinical  classification,  so 
that  the  diseases  which  are  most  apt  to  be  mistaken  for  each  other 
will  be  found  described  in  close  proximity,  and  the  reader  can 
thus  note  the  various  features  which  differentiate  nervous  diseases 
clinically  allied.  My  rule  of  selection  has  been  to  give  the  clin- 
ical descriptions  with  tolerable  fullness,  and  to  leave  out  the 
details  of  morbid  anatomy  and  physiology,  and  almost  all  refer- 
ence to  the  opinions  and  theories  of  different  authorities.  But 
although^want  of  space  has  prevented  me  from  quoting  authori- 
ties, I  am  none  the  less  grateful  to  men  like  Hughlings-Jackson, 
Wilks,  Ferrier,  Charcot,  Westphal,  Leyden,  and  the  other  great 
masters  who  have  placed  our  knowledge  of  nervous  diseases  upon 
a  secure  and  unshakable  foundation.'' 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  for  Physicians  and  Students. 
By  John  B.  Biddle,  M.D.,  late  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and 
General  Therapeutics  in  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadel- 
phia. Tenth  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  special  reference 
to  Therapeutics  and  to  the  Physiological  Action  of  Medicines.  By 
Clement  Biddle,  M.D.,  U.S.N.,  and  Henry  Morris,  M  D., 
Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia ;  Demonstrator 
of  Obstetrics  and  Gynaecology  in  Jefferson  Medical  College,  etc., 
etc.  With  numerous  illustrations.  P.  Blakiston  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
No.  IOI2  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia.     1886. 

The  favor  extended  the  ninth  edition  of  Biddle's  Materia 
Medica  has  exhausted  a  large  edition  in  about  two  years.  This 
appreciation  shown  their  work  has  been  an  additional  stimulus  to 
the  editors  in  preparing  the  tenth  revision,  and  encourages  them 
to  hope  that  the  fruit  of  their  present  labors  may  be  a  continua- 
tion of  this  popularity. 

A  very  prominent  advantage  of  the  bc»ok,  and  probably  its 
most  popular  feature,  is  its  small  size  and  practical  character ; 
realizing  this,  and  knowing  the  value  of  a  concise,  practical  book 
to  the  student,  endeavor  has  been  made  to  decrease  rather  than 
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to  increase  the  number  of  pages;  so,  though  a  great  deal  of  new 
matter  has  been  added,  gpace  has  been  made  for  it  by  striking 
out  that  which  was  either  obsolete  or  useless.  The  classification 
of  medicines  was  rearranged  for  the  ninth  edition,  so,  beyond  the 
transposing  of  certain  articles,  this  feature  remains  the  same. 
Another  important  alteration  made  in  the  ninth  revision,  that  of 
considering  the  action  of  medicines  on  the  physiological  instead 
of  the  empirical  plan,  also  remains,  but  has  been  extended  so  that 
the  physiological  action  of  each  drug  upon  the  human  economy 
is  clearly  and  concisf  ly  set  forth.  Therapeutics — the  practical 
application  of  remedies — has  been  given  more  prominence  than 
ever  before,  and  this  will  compare  favorably  with  other  text- 
books. 

Practical  Human  Anatomy,  a  Working  Guide  for  Students  of  Med- 
icine and  a  Ready  Reference  for  Surgeons  and  Physicians.  By 
Faneuil  D.  Weisse,  M.D.,  Prosector  1863  to  1865  to  the  late 
Valentine  Mott,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Emeritus  Professor  of  Surgery  and 
Surgical  Anatomy,  Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  Professor  of  Practical  and  Surgical  Anatomy 
Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
Professor  of  Anatomy  New  York  College  of  Dentistry.  Illustrated 
by  222  lettered  plates,  containing  321  figures.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co., 
66  and  58  Lafayette  Place,  New  York  City,  Publishers. 

This  is  an  admirable  work,  and  will  always  find  a  place  upon 
the  shelves  of  every  live  practitioner  of  surgery  and  medicine. 
One  of  its  distinguishing  features  is  its  plates;  it  seems  that  no 
pains  or  expense  has  been  spared  in  getting  them  up.  They 
elucidate  every  part  so  well  that  they  appear  to  speak  to  us.  For 
reference,  one  has  only  to  look  for  a  few  moments  to  the  relations 
of  parts  shown  in  any  one  of  the  plates  to  refresh  his  memory 
again  upon  them.  Having  thus  spoken  of  its  engravings,  it  be- 
comes us  also,  to  touch  upon  the  explanations  written  about  each 
one  of  its  ilhntrations.  These  are  brief,  but  to  the  point,  and 
each  sentence  expresses  no  more  or  less  than  knowledge  of  the 
part  justifies.  We  would  cheerfully  recommend  it  to  our  readers, 
and  will  close  with  compliments  to  the  publishers  for  the  very 
neat  style  in  which  it  is  gotten  up.  (P.  F,  E.) 
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The  Year-Book  of  Treatment  for  1885.  A  Critical  Review  for 
Practitioners  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  J.  Mitchell  Bruce,  M.D., 
T.  Lauder  Brunton,  M.D.,  F.R.S.,  Thomas  Bryant,  F.R.C.S., 
Frederick  Treves,  F.R.C.S.,  Dyce  Duckworth,  M.D.,  and  others,  con- 
tributors. 8vo.,  cloth,  pp.  316.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Publishers, 
Philadelphia.     1886. 

The  object  of  this  book  is  to  present  to  the  practitioner  not  only 
a  complete  account  of  all  the  more  important  advances  made  in 
the  treatment  of  disease^  but  to  furnish  also  a  review  of  the  same 
by  competent  authorities. 

Each  department  of  practice  has  been  fully  and  concisely 
treated^  and  care  has  been  taken  to  include  such  recent  patholog- 
ical and  clinical  work  as  bears  directly  upon  treatment. 

The  medical  literature  of  all  countries  has  been  placed  under 
contribution,  and  the  work  deals  with  all  the  more  important 
matters  relating  to  treatment  that  have  been  published  during  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  1886. 

A  full  reference  has  been  given  to  every  article  noticed. 

Practical  Notes  on  the  Treatment  of  Skin  Diseases.    I.  Di- 
seases of  the  Perspiratory  and  Sebaceous  Glands,  including  Hyper- 
idrosis,   Bromidrosis,   Prickly  Heat,   Seborrhoea,    Comedo,   Acne, 
Acne  Rosacea,  Sycosis,  and  other  disorders  of  the  Cutaneous  Glan- 
dular System.    By  George  H.  Rohe,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Hygiene 
and  Clinical  Dermatology  in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, Baltimore;  author  of  "A  Text- book  of  Hygene,"' etc.   lamo., 
paper,  pp.  62.     Thomas  &  Evans.  Publishers,  Baltimore.     1885. 
The  price  of  this  little  work  is  25  cents.     It  can  be  procured 
of  the  booksellers^  or  upon  sending  the  price  in  postage  stamps, 
or  by  postal  note  to  the  author,  at  139  N.  Calvert  Street,  Balti- 
more, Md. 

Brain  Rest;'  Being  a  Disquisition  on  the  Curative  Properties  of  Pro- 
longed Sleep.  By  J.  Leonard  Corning,  M.D.,  formerly  Resident 
Assistant  Physician  to  the  Hudson  River  Sute  Hospital  for  the  In- 
sane, etc.  Second  edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  additional 
illustrations.  lamo.,  cloth,  pp.  135.  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  "The 
Knickerbocker  Press,"  Publishers,  New  York  and  London.  1885. 
This  little  monograph  will  prove  both  interesting  and  instruc- 
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live  to  thoRe  who  will  devote  the  brief  time  neoessary  for  its 
perusal.  The  chief  features  suggested  are  prolonged  sleep,  aided 
by  increased  general  and  cerebral  nutritioU|  and  elimination  of 
psychical  irritation  and  sensory  impressions. 

The  Field  and  Limitation  of  the  Operative  Surgery  of  the 

Human  Brain.     By  John  B.  Roberts,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Professor  of 

Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  the  Philadelphia  Polyclinic,  Surgeon  to 

St   Mary's  Hospiul,  etc.     8vo.,  cloth,  pp.   80.     P.   Blackiston, 

Son  &  Co.,  1012  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Publishers.     1885. 

Such  is  the  title  of  a  most  interesting  little  monograph^  replete 

with  accurately  stated  facts,  couched  in  very  graceful  and  enter-* 

taining  language.     Its  three  chapters  comprise :  L  Principles  of 

Cerebral  Surgery.     II.  Cerebral  Localization.     III.  Operative 

Treatment  of  Central  Lesions. 

How  We  Treat  Wounds  To-day.  A  treatise  on  the  subject  of  Anti- 
septic Surgery,  which  can  best  be  understood  by  beginners.  By 
Robert  T.  Morris,  M.D.,  late  House  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  Hos- 
pital, etc.,  etc.  i2mo.,  flexible  cloth,  pp.  162.  G.  P.  Putnam's 
Sons,  "The  Knickerbocker  Press,"  Publishers,  New  York  and 
London.     1886. 

A  very  interesting  series  of  aphorisms  in  behalf  of  antiseptic 
measures,  in  which  the  author  is  a  most  devout  believer.  The 
descriptions  of  the  antiseptic  method  are  wonderfully  clear  and 
thorough,  notwithstanding  the  modest  and  unpretentious  size  of 
this  little  brochure. 


^ditoriHL 


OBITUARY— PROF.  AUSTIN  FLINT,  8r.,  M.D.,  tiL.D. 
Prof.  Austin  Flint,  8r.,  died  suddenly  at  his  residence  in  New 
York  City  on  Saturday,  March  13,  of  cerebral  apoplexy.  He 
had  spent  Friday  evening  at  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College, 
examining  students  who  were  applicants  for  the  degree  of  M.D, 
Soon  after  leaving  the  college,  and  afler  his  arrival  at  home,  he 
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was  stricken  with  apoplexy  and  passed  into  ooma,  from  which  he 
never  aroused.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  Prof.  Flint  was  74 
years  of  age.  He  was  born  in  Petersham^  Mass.,  on  October  20, 
1812.  He  was  descended  from  a  family  of  physicians,  his  great- 
grandfather, grandfather  and  father  having  preceded  him  as  hon- 
ored practitioners  of  medicine.  It  may  he  said  that  in  this  way 
he  was  in  a  measure  equipped  for  the  great  service  he  has  ren- 
dered to  the  science  and  practice  of  medicine.  Prof.  Flint  pur- 
sued his  collegiate  studies  at  Amherst  and  Cambridge,  and  re- 
ceived his  degree  of  M.D.  from  Harvard  in  1833.  In  1836  he 
established  himself  in  practice  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  In  1844  he 
was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Med- 
icine in  the  Bush  Medical  College,  of  Chicago.  He  was  the 
editor  of  the  Buffalo  Medical  Journal  for  ten  years,  from  1846  to 
1856.  During  the  year  1852  he  accepted  the  chair  of  the  Theory 
and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  which 
he  retained  until  1856.  During  several  winters,  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  Clinical  Medicine  in  New  Orleans.  In  1859  he  re- 
moved to  New  York  City,  and  subsequently  became  Professor  of 
the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  which  position  he  held  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death,  his  last  work  being  discharged  in  connection  with  this 
school. 

In  1872  Prof.  Flint  was  elected  President  of  the  New  York 
Academy  of-  Medicine,  and  in  1883  was  elected  Prosident  of  the 
American  Medical.  Association,  and  presided  over  the  meeting 
held  in  Washington  in  1884.  Upon  the  organization  of  the 
Ninth  International  Medical  Congress,  he  was  chosen  its  Presi- 
dent. He  had  accepted  an  invitation  to  deliver  an  address  before 
the  British  Medical  Association  in  July  next.  It  will  be  thus 
seen  that  Prof.  Flint  has  been  greatly,  honored  by  the  profession 
by  his  selection  to  the  most  important  positions  within  its  gift. 
These  honors  were  as  modestly  and  gracefully  worn  as  they  were 
Appropriately'  bestowed  upon  one  whose  professional  labor  and 
zeal'  have  greatly  added  to  the  fame  and  honor  of  American  med- 
icine. Prof.  Flint  was  as  equally  well  known  as  an  author, 
teacher  and  practkioner.     In  whatever  direction  his  talents  and 
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energies  were  turned  the  reBuIts  were  eminentlj  prolific.  As  an 
author  there  is,  perhaps^  not  an  American  writer  on  the  Practice 
of  Medicine  who  has  compassed  so  wide  a  field  and  whose  writ- 
ings have  added  so  largely  to  the  fame  of  its  literature.  His 
classical  *' Treatise  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine ^^ 
has  passed  through  numerous  editions,  and  now  stands  as  one  of 
the  standard  text-books  in  the  English  language  upon  this  sub- 
ject. Prof.  Flint  has  likewise  written  a  number  of  manuals  on 
different  subjects;  whilst  of  the  monographS|  addresses  and  lec- 
tures which  have  emanated  from  his  pen,  it  would  take  much 
space  to  enumerate. 

Aside  from  his  literary  and  scientific  attainments,  Prof.  Flint 
was  highly  esteemed  for  his  eminent  personal  qualities.  In  all 
of  the  relations  of  life  he  was  the  cultivated  scholar  and  model 
gentleman.  His  death  at  this  time  is  a  great  loss,  and  his  posi*- 
tion  in  professional  ranks  is  one  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  fill. 

The  following  editorial  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medtoal 
Aseodaiion  of  March  20,  ult.,  we  reproduce  entire.  (See  Associa^ 
turn  Journal,  p.  321,  Saturday,  March  20,  1886) : 
.  ^'Qf  the  many  distinguished  physicians  of  America,  dis- 
tinguished both  as  original  thinkers  and  clinicians,  none  have 
risen  to  a  higher  place  in  the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  profes- 
sional men  of  their  country,  and  indeed  of  medical  men  the  world 
over,  than  Austin  Flint.  For  years  his  name  has  commanded 
the  respect  due  to  high  professional  attainments  wherever  medi- 
cine is  known  as  a  science.  The  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
abroad  may  be  known  by  the  fact  that  he  was  selected  to  deliver 
the  address  in  medicine  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  greatest  med- 
ical association  in  the  world — the  British  Medical  Association — 
and  the  estimation  placed  upon  his  professional  ability  at  home 
was  shown  by  his  being  chosen  as  the  President  of  the  Ninth  In- 
ternational Medical  Congress^  which  will  meet  in  the  city  of 
Washington  in  1887. 

"* Nothing  is  more  estimable,'  says  Voltaire,  'than  a  physician 
who,  having  studied  nature  irom  his  youth,  knows  the  properties 
of  the  human  body,  the  diseases  which  assail  it,  the  remedies 
which  will  benefit  it,  exercises  his  art  with  caution,  and  pays 
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equal  attention  to  the  rich  and  poor/  Such  a  physician  and  man 
was  Dr.  Flint :  a  man  of  great  professional  learning  and  attain- 
mentSy  a  student  of  nature,  both  healthy  and  diseased,  a  great 
thinker  and  clinician,  of  a  kind  and  even  temper,  refined  in  con- 
versation and  manner,  great  of  heart,  magnanimous  and  courtly, 
not  given  to  criticisms  of  his  professional  brethren ;  not  a  man 
who 

**  *  For  the  poor  renown  of  being  smart 

Would  leave  a  sting  within  a  brother's  heart/  " 

"  How  aptly  may  be  applied  to  him  the  worJs  spoken  by  him 
of  the  lamented  Gross,  his  intimate  friend:  'His  life,  from  the 
beginmng  to  the  end  of  his  professional  career,  was  a  life  of  work 
— work  as  a  student,  a  writer,  a  teacher  and  a  practitioner.  From 
first  to  last  he  was  a  diligent  student.  If  in  his  advancing  and 
advanced  years  he  held  tenaciously  to  opinions  previously  formed, 
it  was  not  from  any  lack  of  knowledge  covering  recent  views,  but 
because  they  failed  to  subvert  his  convictions.  To  hold  fast  to 
these  after  due  deliberation  wss  a  strong  mental  characteristic. 
His  was  not  a  mind  to  be  carried  away  by  every  wind  of  doctrine. 
He  may  have  been  open  to  the  charge  of  undue  tenacity  of  con- 
victions, but,  if  so,  it  was  not  from  a  pride  of  personal  opinions, 
but  from  a  reluctance  to  relinquish  au|2:ht  that  he  had  been  led  to 
believe  was  true.'  His  life  since  he  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Northampton,  Mass.,  in  1833,  was  one  of  continued 
study  of  and  devotion  to  medicine,  and  what  he  has  done  to 
elevate  American  medicine  and  medicine  as  a  science  is  too  well 
known  to  require  repetition  here.  From  the  very  first  he  made 
himself  known  as  a  practitioner  and  as  a  valuable  contributor  to 
medical  literature,  flis  kindness  of  heart,  natural  refinement 
and  gentleness  enabled  him  to  escape  the  censure  which  men  so 
often  pay  as  a  tax  for  being  eminent.  His  untiring  energy  seemed 
to  carry  the  conviction  that  'it  is  better  to  wear  out  than  to  rust 
out;'  and  his  application  of  his  rich  experience  to  present  work 
showed  (hat  he  was  always  making  his  present  and  all  his  future 
the  fruit  of  all  his  past. 

"Dr.  Flint's  life  as  an  author  was  singularly  successful.     Few 
American  writers,  of  any  kind,  had  a  style  so  simple,  a  diction 
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80  faultless.  And  in  his  success  we  have  a  most  brilliaut  ex- 
ample of  the  truth^  which  he  himself  recognized  and  uttered,  that 
those  who  aspire  to  success  as  authors  must  begin  to  write  earlj. 
'How  many/  said  he,  'who cherish  such  an  aspiration  in  the  dim 
future,  remain  content  with  present  inaction  t  Continued  pro- 
crastination is  equivalent  to  indefinite  postponement,  and  the 
latter  to  inability.  Authors  in  medicine  do  not  spring  like 
tfinerva  from  the  head  of  Jove.'  While,  in  a  certain  sense,  he 
cannot  be  called  a  voluminous  writer,  his  contributions  to  medi- 
cal literature  were  many  and  very  valuable.  It  is  probable  that 
no  medical  man  of  the  century  has  written  so  much  with  so  little 
in  it  of  questionable  value.  As  if  recognizing  that  '  learning 
without  thought  is  labor  lost,  and  thought  without  learning  per- 
ilous,' he  combined  the  two  in  a  manner  that  is  worthy  of  all 
imitation.  All  that  he  wrote  was  written  carefully — as  was  all 
that  he  did — ^as  though  there  was  to  be  no  subsequent  retraction 
aud  correction  of  errors  made  in  haste.  'Reading  maketh  a  full 
man,  conference  a  ready  man,  and  writing  an  exact  man;'  and 
how  full  was  his  knowledge,  how  ready  his  hand,  mind,  and  pen, 
and  how  exact  his  writings!  In  the  most  remote  corners  of  the 
earth,  wherever  the  science  of  medicine  is  known,  read  or  taught, 
his  writings  are  known,  and  with  them  his  fame  has  gone.  His 
life  is  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  the  busiest  practitioner  may 
perform  great  literary  labors  in  conjunction  with  the  other  occu- 
pations which  claim  precedence,  and  are  so  irregular  and  time- 
consuming.  He  might  have  vvritten  more;  let  us  be  thankful 
that  he  wrote  so  wisely  and  so  well. 

''His  success  as  a  practitioner  was  not  less,  perhaps,  if  possible, 
greater  than  that  as  a  writer.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether 
he  was  greater  as  an  author,  a  teacher  or  a  practitioner ;  or  whether 
he  was  more  devoted  to  bis  profession  or  his  patients.  In  the 
interests  of  his  patients  he  abated  no  energy,  nor  hesitated  to 
brave  any  exposure,  to  make  any  sacrifice  of  time  and  rest,  or 
spend  hours  in  close  study  and  scientific  experimentation.  His 
manner  and  language  as  a  teacher  were  lucid,  straightforward 
and  interesting,  his  voice  clear,  and  he  had  an  earnestness  that 
rarely  failed  to  carry  conviction,  both  to  students  in  the  lecture- 
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raom  and  his  confreres  in  the  medical  societies  of  which  he  was  a 
member. 

"To  the  American  Medical  Association — of  which  he  was  the 
President  in  1884,  and  to  which  he  was  ever  and  at  all  tim^s 
most  loyal — Dr.  Flint's  death  is  a  severe  loss.  When  his  State 
Society  formally  repudiated  the  principles  of  the  apsooiation,  he 
promptly  severed  his  connection  with  the  State  Society,  and  was 
chiefly  instrumental  in  organizing  the  New  York  State  and 
County  Associations.  Nevertheless,  he  was  far  removed  from 
the  medical  politician.  For  this  his  principles  were  too  high, 
his  nature  too  generous,  and  his  heart, 

" « Open  all  day  for  melting  charity/ 

too  great.  His  long  experience  with  human  suffering  had  caused 
him  to  express  the  wish  that  he  might  be  spared  a  long  and  pain- 
ful illness  when  his  allotted  time  should  come;  and  his- wish  was 
granted.  His  last  work  was  in  the  fulfillment  of  his  duty  to  hia 
pupils — the  second  duty  of  every  teacher.  His  brsl — the  duty 
td  his  patients — he  had  always  performed,  as  he  had  that  to  his 
professional  brethren  and  his  profession.  His  work|  which  bears 
the  stamp  of  his  individuality,  and  his  character  remain  imper- 
ishable and  priceless  treasures  to  medicine. 

" '  His  life  was  gentle ;  and  the  elements 

So  mixed  in  him,  that  Mature  might  stand  up 
And  say  to  all  the  world,  This  is  a  man  1  * " 

The  New  York  Medical  Journal,  of  same  date,  concludes  a  very 
appropriate  and  fitting  obituary  notice  with  these  words.  (See 
Neu)  York  Medical  Journal,  p.  328,  Saturday,  March  20,  1886) : 

''No  man  ever  reached  a  more  honorable  position  in  Americaa 
medicine  than  was  occupied  by  Dr.  Flint  for  many  years,  which 
perhaps  could  net  be  more  forcibly  put  than  was  done  by  the 
Lancet  a  few  years  ago,  when,  arguing  against  the  narrow  re* 
strictions  put  upon  medical  practice  in  the  United  Kingdom,  it 
characterized  them  as  virtually  shutting  out  such  meu  as  Trous- 
seau and  Flmt.  This  position  he  achieved,  too,  without  having 
made  any  noteworthy  discoveries;  it  was  rather  his  clear  and 
precise  way  of  dealing  with  the  fact*!*  already  at 'command — after 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


fiDITORtAL. 


193 


all,  one  of  the  rarest  of  faculties — than  any  tinge  given  by  him 
to  the  doctrine  or  practice  of  his  time  that  won  him  his  preemi"> 
nence.  This  power  of  his  was  never  more  strik'ngly  exemplified 
than  when,  toward  the  close  of  his  life,  he  dealt  with  the  bacillus 
theory  of  the  aetiology  of  cholera,  in  a  paper  which  we  published 
in  oar  issue  for  October  25,  1884.  Yet  it  cannot  be  baid  (hat  he 
was  not  an  original  contributor  to  our  knowledge,  for  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  imagine  that  anything  like  our  present  appreciation  of 
cardiac  murmurs,  of  differences  of  pitch  in  resonance,  or  of  a 
maltitude  of  other  facts  connected  with  the  diagnosis  of  thoracic 
affections,  could,  but  for  him,  have  been  reached  for  many  years 
to  come.  Both  in  individual  research  and  in  the  interpretation 
of  others^  work,  then,  he  advanced  our  resources  most  abundantly, 
and  he  was  assiduous  in  his  kindness  to  his  professional  brethren, 
and  in  upholding  all  measures  that  he  conceived  to  be  needful 
for  the  welfare  of  the  body  medical.  The  esteem  in  which  he 
was  iield  partook  largely  of  the  character  of  veneration,  with  no 
L'ttle  admixture  of  tenderness,  and  every  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can profession  will  feel  his  death  as  a  personal  loss/' 


INTRIGUE  IN  THE  ASSOCIATION. 
To  THE  Editor  of  the  Journal  : 

Dear  Sir: — The  following  extract,  is  taken  from  the  Nashville  Journal 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery^  of  February,  i886,  and  reprinted  in  the  Med- 
ical News  ^  of  February  27: 

'^  Of  late  years  this  association  has  appeared  to  degenerate  into  a 
body  merely  medico-political,  and  it  is  time  something  should  be  done 
to  elevate  it  to  a  proper  standard  and  make  it  what  the  British  Medical 
Association  is  to  the  profession  in  England,  representative  and  national. 
Political  intrigue  and  trickery  have  too  long  held  sway  in  this  associa- 
tion, and  it  is  time  the  profession  should  see  to  it  that  it  be  no  longer 
thas  degraded,  and  be  brought  back  to  the  place  it  occupied  in  its 
palmiest  days.  From  year  to  year  the  meetings  have  become  less  and 
less  important  in  a  scientific  point  of  view,  and  it  is  time  every  true 
physician  should  individually  strive  to  change  its  downward  course. 
If  some  change  is  not  soon  effected,  the  association  will  cease  to  exist 
and  the  profession  will  turn  its  attention  to  the  separate  special  associa- 
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tions  which  are  all  now  in  a  flourishing  condition.  We  hope,  there- 
fore, that  all  who  can  will  make  an  effort  to  attend  the  coming  meet- 
ing." 

If  the  editor  who  made  this  statement  had  looked  over  the  list  of 
names  that  have  figured  largely  in  the  meetings  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association  within  the  past  few  years,  of  whom  I  need  mention 
only  those  of  Drs.  Marion  Sims  and  Samuel  D.  Gross,  he  certainly 
could  not  have  the  effrontery  to  parade  such  nonsense  before  an  intel- 
ligent profession.  The  founders  of  the  American  Medical  Association 
have  conferred  a  lasting  benefit  upon  the  American  medical  profession, 
but  during  the  last  few  months  its  enemies  have  made  every  effort  to 
destroy  its  usefulness.  Doubtless  an  effort  will  be  onade  at  the  coming 
meeting  in  May  to  degenerate  the  association  into  a  medico-political 
meeting  by  the  very  men  who  have  so  roundly  abused  it,  but  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  better  element  which  has  hitherto  guided  its  counsels 
will  succeed  in  preventing  the  disaffected  element  of  the  profession 
from  impairing  the  usefulness  of  the  association,  tts  influence  for 
good  has  been  felt  from  the  St.  Lawrence  River  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  the  man  whose  spleen 
finds  vent  in  the  above  quotation  is,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  aa 
enemy  to  the  medical  profession.     I  am,  etc., 

Tecumseh,  Mich.,  March  i,  1886.  J.  F.  Jenkins,  M.D. 

The  above  appeared  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion lor  March  20th  ult.,  under  the  heading  of  '^  Domestic  Correspon- 
dence." In  the  same  number  is  a  very  able  and  excellent  editorial  on 
•'The  Scientific  Aspect  of  the  American  Medical  Association,"  which 
is  well  worthy  of  perusal. 

We  were  not  by  any  means  surprised  when  we  saw  the  editorial 
alluded  to  and  quoted  by  Dr.  Jenkins,  but  knowing  the  very  limited 
circulation  of  the  journal  in  which  it  appeared,  did  not  deem  it  worthy 
of  notice  at  that  time.  But  since  Dr.  J.  and  the  Medical  News  have 
given  it  such  extensive  circulation,  and  as  we  occupy  an  humble  posi- 
tion in  the  same  bailiwick  from  which  it  emanated,  we  think  it  nothing 
but  right  to  state  that  the  editor  of  the  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery  is  not,  and  never  has  been  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  His  father,  however,  is  a  member,  and  has  re- 
ceived honors  at  the  hands  of  the  association ;  but  on  later  occasions, 
having  been  compelled  to  stand  aside  for  those  who  presented  truer 
and  squarer  work,  may  have  become  somewhat  disgrunded.  Hinc 
nice  lachrymce. 
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A  Premium  on  Crime. — In  the  February  number  of  the  O^  County 
Medical  Quarierfy^  a  publication  issued  by  the  Ogle  County  Medical 
Association,  published  at  Mt  Morris,  HI.,  of  which  W.  T,  Speaker, 
M.D.,  is  the  editor,  we  find  the  following  selected  item : 

Ceubacy. — ^In  the  prisons  of  America — the  land  of  progress — ^the 
custodians  have  laid  down  the  rule  that  prisoners  must  enforce  celibacy. 
This  is  a  remarkable  regulation,  and  a  very  short-sighted  one  on  their 
part  Enforced  celibacy  in  prison-life  is  a  social  blunder,  its  influence 
most  destructive.  The  inevitable  result  of  such  a  state,  its  mischief- 
making  consequences  in  the  production  of  suicidal  mania  and  insanity, 
would  be  philanthropists  may  look  at  it  with  one  eye  open  while  the 
other  is  closed  to  the  terrible  facts.  Celibacy  in  the  church  is  detri- 
mental to  her  best  interests  and  social  life.  The  world  knows  it,  but 
there  is  lack  of  courage  to  break  it  up.  For  the  enforced  celibacy 
among  prisoners,  and  its  results,  the  community  at  large  is  responsible, 
and  if  there  is  a  lack  of  courage^-of  average  common  sense — on  the 
part  of  the  authorities,  public  opinion  must  interpose  and  supply  the 
deficiency,  and  relieve  them  of  duties  they  are  unfitted  to  discharge. — 
Germicide, 

As  an  advanced  idea— one  of  progress  (?) — God  save  the  mark;  we 
give  the  above  for  the  benefit  of  those  morbid  sensationalists  who, 
envious  of  the  immortality  of  a  Howard,  and  lacking  his  intelligence, 
his  humanity  and  his  love  for  his  fellow  man,  have  sought  notoriety  in 
the  quasi  garb  of  humanitarians. 

To  the  linen  sheets,  feather  beds  and  spring  mattresses,  to  the  halls 
of  pleasure,  with  their  rich  carpetings,  mirrored  and  pictured  walls,  to 
the  quail  on  toast,  Piper  Heidsick,  cakes  and  cream,  we  must  now  add 
'' Chepeeau  vielle,''  or  ''Fresh  Grouse,''  pro  re  nata.  Well,  well,  who 
wouldn't  be  a  convicted  felon  ? 

Being  a  "dyed  in  the  wool  Jackson  Democrat,"  we  rather  are  in- 
clined to  the  view  of  Andy  Johnson,  once  President  of  the  United 
States,  that  **Pro  bono  publico**  being  an  inherent  principle  of  a  Re- 
publican form  of  government,  whenever  a  man  was  convicted  of  a 
felony  it  would  be  best  to  "stop  the  breed,"  and  that  incarceration 
should  be  followed  by  castration.  It  may  be  a  bold  measure — but  it 
will  put  a  stop  to  crime. 

As  for  celibacy  in  the  church,  we  have  from  our  earliest  days  been 
taught  that  there  was  a  "good  time"  to  put  the  knife  to  the  sambuci. 
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Cincinnati  Sanitarium. — The  twelfth  annual  report  of  this  insti- 
tution (Dr.  Orpheus  Evarts,  Superintendent)  states  that  of  the  eleven 
deaths  in  the  year,  out  of  i65  admissions,  none  were  from  avoidable 
diseases,  or  those  contracted  in  the  asylum;  that  nurses  are  employed 
without  regard  to  politics;  that  patients  are  classified  according  to  their 
conditions  and  necessities;  that  W.  H.  Rogers^  M.D.,  of  Lexington, 
Ky  ,  succeeds  Dr.  Molloy  as  assistant  phjrsidan;  thai  "the  future  is 
before  us,  with  promise  in  its  face  of  reward  for  well-domg;  the  fMist 
shrinks  to  a  memory,  and  that  he  who  looks  back  with  perfect  siuis- 
faction  has  ceased  to  improve,  and  past  the  meridian  of  his  usefulness.'* 

The  daily  average  under  treatment  is  30  females  and  59  males;  1,127 
have  been  treated  in  twelve  years,  of  which  501  were  discharged  re- 
covered, 355  improved,  137  not  improved,  and  77  died.  The  1J65 
cases  of  the  year  are  due  to  chronic  alcoholism,  49,  dementia,  10, 
hysteria,  3,  mania,  48,  melancholia,  30,  opium  habit,  17,  paresis,  8. 
Of  the  103  that  recovered  during  the  year,  50  were  inmates  less  than 
a  month,  and  34  less  than  three.  Of  the  year's  patients,  32  were 
housewives,  24  merchants,  19  speculators,  and  24  no  employment. 
Kentucky  furnished  5i,  Ohio  62,  Indiana  10,  and  Tennessee  xo. 


To  THE  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association.— r 
The  rates  given  to  the  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association 
meeting  May  4th  in  St.  Louis  have  been  fixed  by  the  different  Railroad 
Committees  of  the  country  at  one  and  one-third  fares  for  the  round- 
trip.  Delegates  must  pay  full  fare  coming,  and  will  receive,  on  appli- 
cation, from  the  agent  at  the  starting  point,  a  certificate,  which,  when 
signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Local  Committee  of  Arrangements,  will 
entitle  them  to  the  reduced  return  rate. 

No  reduced  return  ticket  will  be  issued  unless  the  agent  can  show  a 
certificate  issued  by  the  agent  from  whom  he  purchased  the  going 
ticket,  and  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

LeGrand  Atwood. 

Chairman  Comnuitee  of  ArrangemcTii^. 


A  Compatible  ANTiSEPTic—Dr.  Baxter,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  in 
referring  to  antiseptics,  thus  commends  the  compound  listerine: 

'*The  genial  compatibil  ly  of  listerine  with  so  many  standard  reme- 
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dies  of  the  materia  medica  gives  it  a  very  wide  range  of  applicability 
in  the  treatment  of  that  large  class  of  cases  benefitted,  relieved  and 
cured  by  the  antiseptic  treatment.  It  has  served  me  well  in  gonorrhoea, 
catsurh,  fistula  in  ano,  and  offensive  discharges  from  the  ear  and  uterus. 
It  is  the  most  elegant  mouth  wash  I  ^ver  used,  and  for  dental  use  must 
prove  invaluable." 


Prevention  Better  Than  Cure. — "The  cost  of  small-pox  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee  during  the^past  five  years  has  been  estimated  by  no 
less  an  authority  than  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  have  been  $141,- 
619  91." — Scientific  American. 

** Not  a  soldier  in  the  Prussian  army  |has  died  of  smallpox  since 
1875.  This  immunity  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  strictness  with  which 
vaccinnation  is  enforced,"— r-A^a//<wa/  Druggist. 


Well  Merited. — Dr.  D.  G.  Brinton,  the  well  known  editor  of  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter,  and  the  author  of  a  number  of  popular 
medical  works,  has  recently  been  made  laureate  of  the  Societe  Ameri- 
caine  de  France  for  1885,  and  has  been  awarded  the  medal  of  the 
Society  for  his  works  on  the  aboriginal  tongues  of  America. 


Just  So. — The  discovery  has  been  made  in  Columbia  of  a  shrub 
{Medical  Abstracf)  which  exudes  a  juice  having  so  powerful  an  effect  in 
arresting  the  flow  of  blood  that  large  veins  may  be  cut  by  a  knife  and 
smeared  with  it  without  causing  hemorrhage.  The  plant  is  called 
*•  ali2a "  by  the  natives. 

Very  correct.     A  lie,  sir ! 


The  dogs  which  were  bitten  by  the  same  dog  which  bit  the  Newark 
children  have  not  become  mad,  and,  therefore,  a  serious  doubt  exists 
whether  the  original  **mad  dog"  was  mad,  and  whether  Pasteur's  in- 
occulations  were  of  any  use  whatever. 
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FIFTT-THIRD  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  TENNES- 
SEE STATE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


HELD  AT  MEMPHIS,  TENN.,  APRIL  6tH   AND  7tH,  1886. 


The  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  met  in  its  Fifty-Third 
Annual  Meeting  in  the  elegant  rooms  of  the  Young  Men^e 
Hebrew  Association^  corner  Second  and  Union  Streets,  in  Mem- 
phis, at  11  A.  M.,  April  6th.  About  seventy-five  physicians, 
members  and  applicants  for  membership  being  present.  Presi- 
dent Maddin  having  previously  notified  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements of  his  inability  to  be  present,  owing  to  the  illness  of 
a  patiest,  the  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Dr.  D.  D.  Saunders, 
of  Memphis,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements. 

After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Davis  Sessums,  Dr.  Ambrose  Mor- 
rison, of  Nashville  was  appointed  Secretary  'pro  tern.,  pending 
the  absence  pf  the  regular  Secretary,  Dr.  Fite,  of  Knoxville. 
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Dr.  J.  E.  Blacky  of  MemphiH,  Second- Vice  president  then  took 
the  Chair  and  presided  with  maVked  ability^  impartially,  and  be- 
coming dignity  throughout  the  entire  meeting. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  on  behalf  >of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments; then  delivered  the  following  ^ddtess  of  welcome: 

"  Oentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Tennessee — 
In  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and  the  medical 
profession  of  this  city,  it  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  greet  you,  and 
extend  you  a  cordial  and  hearty  welcome.  The  citizens  of  Mem- 
(this  recognize  your  visit  as  fraught  with  the  highest  importance, 
and  that  you  have  come  to  discuss  questions  vitally  affecting  their 
best  interests.  While  well-established  truths  are  made  clearer, 
and  old  channels  deepened  by  your  annual  meetings  and  discus- 
BJons,  all  advances  and  new  developments  in  the  medical  science, 
and,  in  fact,  all  problems  that  relate  to  the  health  and  happiness 
of  mankind  are  investigated  and  elucidated.  The  profession  has 
just  reason  for  self-congratulation.  The  medicine  of  to-day  is 
not  the  medicine  of  the  past.  Reflect  for  a  moment  and  call  to 
mind  the  mighty  events  and  changes  that  have  taken  place  in 
the  practical  and  scientific  realms  of  the  healing  art.  When  that 
16  done,  we  see  the  past  few  years  luminous  with  achievementi 
and  that  our  chosen  calling  has  become  of  a  truth  the  birth-right 
of  the  brightest  scientific  minds  of  to-day.  In  pathology,  in  the 
practice  of  medicine,  in  the  physiology  of  the  system,  and  es- 
pecially in  some  departments  of  surgery,  we  can  present  a  won- 
derful showing,  and,  emerging  from  the  shadow  of  an  unnatural 
obscurity  that  characterized  the  disciples  of  medicine  in  former 
days,  we  can  to-day,  stand  erect  before  the  public  with  a  confi- 
dence born  of  achievements  and  manifold  triumphs.  Nowhere, 
perhaps,  better  than  in  this  city  can  be  more  forcibly  seen  the 
bappy^results  growing  out  of  the  advances  made  in  one  branch  of 
our  profession — that  of  sanitary  medicine.  The  sanitary  condition 
of  this  city  has  been  so  improved  in  late  years,  that  now  it  will 
compare  most  favorably  in  general  healthfulness  with  that  of  any 
city  in  the  Union.  The  day  of  plague  and  pestilence  has  gone 
and  been  forgotten.  Epidemics  ha^e  ceased  to  billow  Elmwood 
with  the  graves  of  its  victims.    The  rose  of  health  and  the  glow 
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of  vigor  and  vitality  animate  the  people.  Our  citizens  are  not 
unaware  of  the  fact,  that  to  this  organization  they  are  largely  in-^ 
debted  for  the  lively  public  interest  taken  in  sanitary  matters  in 
Tennessee.  It  was  this  society  that  first  memoralized  the  Legis- 
lature in  reference  to  the  creation  of  a  State  Board  of  Health , 
from  which  grew  and  were  established  all  local  boards.  Hence 
the  improved  sanitation  of  this  city  is  ^he  direct  and  legitimate 
outgrowth  of  the  labors  of  this  association,  ai^d  for  this,  if  for  no 
other  reason,  the  people  of  Memphis  can  give  you  a  cordial  wel- 
come. Coming  as  you  do  as  the  representative  men  of  your 
profession  in  different  sections  of  the  State,  with  the  tenderest 
interest  of  our  people  at  heart,  your  stay  among  us  is  a  keen 
pleasure  to  us  all,  and  while  we  have  no  cloud-capped  mountains, 
nor  grand  natural  scenery  that  characterize  the  middle  and  eastern 
portions  of  the  State  to  show  you,  we  can  show  you  the  commer- 
cial capital  of  the  State  at  whose  door  passes  the  great  Father  of 
Waters,  on  the  bosom  of  which  move  the  commerce  and  traffic  of 
the  world.  You  can  see  here  a  city  prosperous  in  every  depart- 
ment ;  a  net- work  of  railroads  connecting  with  all  the  important 
marts  of  trade ;  all  enterprises  flourishing ;  new  blocks  one  after 
another  going  up;  foreign  capital  coming  in;  the  best  sewered 
city  in  the  Union ;  citizens  of  enterprise,  pluck  and  energy,  and 
imbued  with  the  alert  spirit  of  the  day ;  and  nowhere,  in  all  the 
rosy  circuit  of  the  hours,  can  lovely  woman  be  found  with  more 
beauty,  and  all  those  charming-  graces  that  go  to  adorn  humanity; 
and  while  Britain,  proud  mistress  of  the  seas,  has  only  one  queen, 
Memphis  can  boast  of  a  queen  of  hearts  in  almost  every  home. 
So  literally  true  are  all  these  statements,  that  Memphis  now  en- 
joys the  proud  distinction  of  being  the  leading  city  of  the  new 
Southwest" 

'*  We  bespeak  for  you  a  pleasant,  harmonious  and  profitable 
meeting,  and  again  extend  you  a  cordial  welcome — thrice  welcome 
to  our  city,  to  our  homes  and  to  our  hearts." 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Taylor's  address,  Judge' Greer  ad- 
vanced and  delivered  the  following  address  on  behalf  of  the 
citizens  of  Memphis,  in  a  most  eloquent,  graceful  and  dchohrly 
manpfsr; 


I 
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"  Oentlemen  of  the  State  Medical  Society — As  a  citizen  of  Mem- 
phis I  have  been  accorded  the  honor  of  welcoming  yon  to  oar 
city.  We  welcome  you  on  this  your  third  meeting  here,  not 
alone  because  you  are  strangers  within  our  gates  and  we  as  South- 
erners can  never  forget  the  duties  of  hospitality;  we  welcome  you 
not  alone  because  you  belong  to  a  profession  which  is  among  the 
oldest  and  most  honored  of  callings,  but  also  because  you — ^since 
the  dark  days  of  1878  and  '79 — are  heroes.  In  the  busy  rush  of 
to-day,  in  the  hum  of  commerce,  in  the  cheery  building  of  a  great 
city,  in  the  life  and  movement  all  about  you,  there  is  little  to  call 
attention  to  the  time  when,  in  two  short  seasons,  we  dug  8,000 
graves.  In  that  solemn  hour  Memphis  was  a  battle-field,  and 
you  were  the  warriors.  Warriors  who  heard  no  inspiring  shout 
to  give  you  courage,  who  listened  to  no  loud  drum  beat  and  Jbugle 
call;  warriors  who  knew  there  was  to  be  no  glad  home-going 
time  when  a  grateful  nation  was  to  meet  you  with  songs  of  tri- 
umph and  joy ;  warriors  who  wore  no  lautel  wreaths  of  victory, 
and  whose  greatest  honor  must  be:  "They  did  their  duty." 
When  men  tell  us  that  the  heroic  age  has  c^one  by,  that  the 
knight-errant  is  only  a  memory,  that  this  is  the  century  of  self- 
ishness, that  the  religion  of  Abou  Ben  Adhem  was  but  a  poet's 
dream,  surely  they  speak  in  haste.  Think  of  what  a  grand  thing 
happened  here,  when  hundreds  of  your  calling — and  that  of  the 
priesthood — with  no  other  inspiration  than  love  of  fellow,  with 
no  other  reward  than  a  grateful  memory  of  a  few  and  the  satis- 
faction of  professional  work  well  done,  took  your  lives  in  your 
hands  because,  forsooth,  you  belonged  to  a  profession  which  says  : 
"  W.herever  thy  fellow-man  suffers  there  must  thou  be!'*  Your 
wives,  children,  &thers,  mothers,  and  friends  called  you  elsewhere 
just  as  they  called  others;  your  hearts  were  just  as  warm  and 
tender  in  love  for  them  as  those  others,  but  you  and  the  priest 
alone  trod  these  plague-stricken  streets  becaus  you  sublimely 
intrepreted  the  duties  of  your  callings  to  require  it  at  your  bands. 
Others  worked  with  you — all  honor  to  them — from  noble  motives, 
but  it  was  for  you  two  to  remain  on  professional  duty.  There- 
fore I  repeat,  above  most  cities  Memphis  should  most  reverently, 
most  royally,  welcome  you.     We  rejoice,  too,  in  gatherings  like 
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thig,  because  we  know  that  in  the  frictioD  which  comes  from  intttr- 
change  of  thought  and  comparison  of  experiment^  there  is  inevit- 
ably an  advancement  in  human  knowledge.  The  Eastern  idea, 
that  in  lonely  meditation  the  philosopher  is  evolved,  may  be  true. 
The  poet  and  the  inventor  may,  like  the  giants,  be  dwellers  apart; 
but  he  who  is  to  soothe  his  suffering  fellow,  to  bind  up  his  wounda 
and  sometimes  make  him  whole,  must  stand  side  by  side.  Out 
of  these  meetings,  too,  should  cume  an  elevation  of  professional 
standaru.  Belonging  as  I  do  to  the  law,  this  has  naturally  been 
a  source  of  keen  interest  to  me.  Nothing  human,  of  course,  can 
ever  be  perfect,  and  so  long  as  civilization  lasts  we  will  have  the 
quack  doctor  and  the  shyster  lawyer.  But  it  lies  within  the 
power  of  any  earnest  body  of  men,  who  will  act  in  concert,  tu 
reduce  the  number  and  the  evil  done  by  these  sores  on  the  body 
public.  "  Every  man,  his  own  doctor  and  lawyer,"  are  cheap  crie^i 
which  flatter  the  vanity  of  many  and  mislead  the  credulous.  We 
meet  the  gentleman  very  constantly  who  has  listened  to  them. 
He  is  always  prepared  to  tell  you  how  your  patient  ought  to  be 
physicked,  and  to  tell  me  of  how  my  case  should  be  conducted. 
He  will  never  be  suppressed,  and,  indeed,  I  am  not  prepared  tu 
say  that  he  ought  to  be.  We  occasionally  get  valuabls  sugges- 
tions from  him,  and  when  we  don't,  we  can  afford  to  laugh  rather 
than  frown  over  his  overweening  self-confidence.  I  won't  say, 
therefore,  that  we  should  banish  the  learned  doctor  who  never 
got  his  diploma,  or  hang  the  able^lawyer  who  was  never  licensed, 
but  what  I  do  say  is,  that  it  is  a  great  wrong  to  permit  the  doors 
of  either  profession  to  be  thrown  open  to  any  applicant,  whether 
qualified  or  not.  True,  in  the  majoritv  of  instances  the  man  who 
has  not  the  capacity  to  be  either  a  doctor  or  lawyer  soon  falls  out 
of  the  race  and  does  but  little  harm.  But  that  little  should  be 
prevented,  and  hievitably  there  will  remain  after  the  stupid,  but 
honest  man  has  fallen  out,  the  shrewd  and,  generally  unscrupulous 
charlatan,  who  is  gross  enough  to  get  himself  trusted  with  human 
life  and  honor,  and  base  enough  to  be  indifferent  or  false  to  that 
trust.  The  remedy  is,  in  a  large  measure,  in  our  own  hands. 
Legislatures  are  willing  to  listen  to  us  when  we  ask  that  the  law 
prohibit  the  incompetent  practitioner.     The  courts  stand  ready^ — 
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OT  if  not  public  seDtiment  does — to  remove  the  exposed  charlatan 
if  we  will  only  have  the  courage  to  make  the  demand.  Of  course, 
ID  a  mere  address  of  welcome  I  must  content  myself  with  the 
Bdggestion  and  leave  the  argument  and  details  untouched.  Your 
profession  is  too  great  a  one  to  be  burdened  with  this  evil,  and  it 
ought  to  be  righted.  You  seldom  enter  public  life,  it  is  true,  but 
all  citizens  are  interested  in  public  needs.  ...  It  has  been 
wisely  said  that  he  who  causes  two  blades  of  grass  to  grow  where 
formerly  there  was  but  one,  is  a  public  benefactor.  It  may  be 
saidj  with  greater  wisdom,  that  he  who  has  made  one  pain  less 
for  his  fellow- man  is  a  greater  benefactor.  This  constant  sight 
and  contact  with  suffering,  this  ceaseless  war  with  misery,  this 
pushing  away  yet  a  little  while  the  dreadful  coming  of  death,  the 
conqueror,  is  a  strain  so  terrible  that  it  is  wonderful  how  your 
serenity  and  peace  is  retained.  To  be  without  keen  sympathy 
for  the  agony  you  are  called  on  to  to  relieve,  woufd  be  to  make 
you  inhuman.  To  allow  that  sympathy  to  so  master  you  that  in 
sorrowful  tears  you  stop  to  grieve,  would  be  to  destroy  the  physi- 
cian, Meeting  so  much  of  weakness,  knowing  so  much  of  secret 
sin,  which  your  professional  honor  keeps  concealed,  if  you  did 
not  also  know  so  much  of  the  heroic  side  of  man,  and  learn  so 
much  of  the  self-sacrifice  of  woman,  you  must  needs  all  be  cynics. 
Humanity  puts  on  little  of  playfulness  or  joyfulness  in  your 
presence,  but  almost  always  appears  in  extremes.  'Tis  the  naked 
man — the  man  as  God  made  him — with  whom  you  deal.  This 
consciousness  of  human  misery,  which  surrounds  us  like  some 
great  wall,  over  which  there  is  no  climbing,  must  appall  you  be- 
cause you  know  it  better  than  most  of  your  fellows.  No  matter 
how  happy  may  be  your  individual  lives,  this  leaden  atmosphere 
of  a  brother^s  pain  weighs  down  upon  you.  To  come  day  by  day 
out  of  God's  glad  sunshine,  away  from  your  own  cheery  home 
circle,  into  yonder  darkened,  stifling  sick-room,  coming,  too,  at 
times  with  the  thought  that  you  can  bring  none  of  that  sunshine, 
none  of  that  cheeriness  there,  must  be  terrible.  To  stand  by 
ihdLt  bedside,  where  the  breath  is  coming  in  such  a  heavy,  labored 
effort;  to  take  up  the  poor,  feeble  hand,  which  a  few  yesterdays 
ago  was  so  strong  to  work  out  good  deeds ;  to  feel  the  ebbing 
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pnlse,  and  know  that  the  red  tide  which  is  now  coming  in  so 
slowly  must  soon — so  soon — go  out  forever,  is  to  wear  out  a  part 
of  yourselves.  You  know,  as  you  stand  by  that  bedside,  and  feel 
the  dispairingy  longing  looks  turned  upon  you,  that  your  work 
here  has  been  in  vain.  You,  the  man  of  mortality,  must  now 
give  place  to  the  man  of  immortality.  'Tis  not  for  you  to  fold 
the  tired  hands  which,  whether  they  gathered  roses  or  only  thorns 
along  lifers  highway,  have  forever  finished  working  now.  'Tis 
not  for  yon  to  console  the  broken-hearted  living.  The  preacher 
must  now  take  your  place  and  point  even  as  Agnes  Wickfield — 
upward.  Can  you  go  back  into  the  bright  day  without  some  of 
that  darkness  following  you  ?  Can  you  return  to  the  cheery 
home  without  something  of  that  awful  hush  and  frozen  silence 
falling  about  you?  And  yet  the  duty  which  called  you  there 
calls  you  away.  Away,  and  often,  thank  God,  to  scenes  where 
your  coming  does  bring  the  sunshine,  where  you  know  that  in- 
stead of  being  beaten  by  the  King  of  1  errors,  you  are  triumphant, 
and  life  is  given  back  to  your  fellow.  When  the  great  Swiss 
doctor,  Haller,  came  to  die,  as  the  darkness  began  to  gather  about 
him,  his  last  act  was  to  feel  his  own  pulse,  and  his  last  words 
were:  "The  artery  ceses  to  beat."  The  physician  in  the  awful 
hour  of  bis  own  passing  away  had  conquered  the  man.  And  so, 
gentlemen,  with  you.  There  i^  never  a  time  when  you  are  men, 
bat  there  are  many  times  when  you  should  remember  that  yon 
are  something  more. 

Once  more,  speaking  for  the  whole  of  Memphis,  most  cordially, 
most  gladly  we  bid  you  welcome. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Roberts,  of  Nashville  the  thanks  of  the 
society  were  tendered  Judge  Greer,  and  Dr.  W.  W.  Taylor  for 
their  eloquent  addresses,  and  copies  were  requested  for  the  Com- 
mittee oir  Publication. 

On  motion  Drs.  Briggs,  Thornton,  and  Penn  were  appointed  a 
Committee  on  Credentials. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  Penn,  Drs.  Hyer,  of  Mississippi,  and 
Sullivan,  of  Arkansas,  who  were  present,  were  invited  to  take  a 
seat  in  the  convention,  and  participate  in  its  proceedings. 

Qaite  a  number  of  names  of  gentlemen  were  submitted  by  the 
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Committee  on  Credentials,  and  they  were  elected  to  membership. 

Dr.  Saunders,  stated  that  the  absence  of  Dr.  Maddin  had  seri- 
ously interfered  with  the  arrangements  of  the  Committee.  It 
bad  been  intended,  understanding  that  the  annual  address  of  the 
President  would  be  of  a  popular  character,  to  assign  it  for  8 
p.  M.,  when  many  of  the  ladies  and  their  attendant  gallants  of 
the  Bluff  city  would  be  invited  to  meet  with  the  society,  whose 
evening  proceedings  would  be  interspersed  with  both  vocal  and 
instrumental  music.  But  as  the  play  could  not  go  on  without 
the  Hamlet,  he  could  offer  them  nothing  but  '*  hog  and  hominy  " 
of  earnest  work,  and  for  the  evening  there  would  be  no  sweets,  no 
banquet,  but  an  evening  of  earnest  work.     [Applause.] 

Dr.  T.  J.  Crofford  offered  the  following,  which,  under  the  rules, 
lies  over  until  next  year  : 

Resolved,  That  this  society  will  not  consider  the  name  of  any 
person  for  membership  who  is  not  a  graduate  in  medicine. 

After  the  reading  of  the  day's  programme  by  Dr.  Saunders, 
and  the  statement  that  there  would  be  an  afternoon  and  evening 
session,  the  society  took  a  recess,  until  2  p.  m. 

Afternoon  Session. 

The  society  was  called  to  order  at  2:30  p.  y.,  by  Vice- 
president  J.  E.  Black,  M.D.,  Dr.  Ambrose  Morrison,  acting 
Secretary. 

The  Treasurer  Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts,  of  Nashville  submitted 
his  report,  with  accompanying  vouchers,  which  ware  submitted  to 
an  Auditing  Committee,  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer  and 
consisting  of  Dr«.  J.  B.  W.  Nowlin,  T.  K.  Powell,  and  N.  P. 
Raines. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Minor,  of  Memphis  read  a  paper  illustrated' by  large 
and  lucid  diagrams  on  Ectropion. 

The  Auditing  Committee  through  its  Chairman,  Dr.  J.  B.  W. 
Nowlin  reported  that  the  Treasurer's  report  and  accompanying 
vouchers  were  correct. 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  Roberts,  stated  that  in  the  last  Transac- 
tions, Dr.  W.  A.  H.  Coop,  of  Friendship,  was  reported  as  having 
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only  made  a  partial  paymeDt  of  dues;  this  was  an  error,  dae 
to  the  Treasurer,  who  desired  to  lender  to  Dr.  Coop  bis  apologies. 

Dr.  A.  P.  Waterfield  read  a  paper  on  "Alchol/*  and  offered 
the  following  preamble  aod  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : 

Whebeas,  The  use  of  alcoholic  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and 
the  too  frequent  indiscriminate  prescription  of  them  by  the  medi- 
cal profession,  leads  to  very  great  harm  to  the  physical  constitu- 
tion, thd  mental  and  moral  worth  of  the  Commonwealth^  and  to 
uDBpeakable  injury  to  the  happiness  of  our  common  community, 
therefore,  ^  e  it 

Resolved  by  the  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  That  we  adopt 
the  lollowing  extract  of  a  paper  from  the  transactions  of  the  In- 
ternational Medical  Congres£  at  Philadelphia,  read  by  Ezra  M 
Hunt,  A.M.,  M.D.,  viz.:  "That  if  to-day  no  physician  would 
advise  any  patient  to  the  use  of  alcoholic  drink*,  but  would  restrict 
it  within  the  close  limits  of  his  particular  prescription,  the  lim- 
itation would  be  in  harmony  with  the  present  demands  of  thera- 
peutic knowledge.  It  is  not  merely  that  the  morals  of  society 
would  get  a  glorious  health  lift,  but  the  act  would  knock  away 
the  false  prop  which  now  upholds  so  many  in  the  use  of  alcohol 
and  relieve  us  of  being  accessory  to  the  perverted  habits  of  mul- 
titudes. If  men  and  women  will  call  it  good  because*they  like 
it,  they  must  cease  to  quote  the  medical  profession  as  authority 
until  there  is  proof  that  it  has  some  ascer  ained  value  as  such.  If 
they  wish  to  use  it  under  the  plea  of  medicine  and  make  self- 
prescription  for  their  own  gratification^  they  miist  not  do  it  by 
oor  sanction.  The  facts  as  to  food  dismiss  it  as  such.  The  facts 
as  to  medicine  confine  it  within  boundaries  so  narrow  that  we 
most,  in  fealty  to  real  science  and  right  practice,  hold  it  closely 
within  its  limits.  Wandering  beyond  these  it  must  in  no  wise 
identify  us  with  its  vagaries.  Because  it  findsl  a  place  in  our 
therapeutics  it  behooves  the  medical  profession  to  locate  and 
define  it ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolvedf  That  alcohol  is  not  shown  to  have  a  definite  food 
value  by  any  of  the  usual  methods  of  chemical  analysis  or  physi- 
cal investigation ;  that  its  use  as  a  medicine  is  chiefly  that  of  a 
cordial  stimulant,  and  often  admits  of  substitution;  that  as  a 
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medicine  it  is  not  well  fitted  for  self-prescription  by  the  laity,  and 
the  medical  profession  is  not  accountable  for  such  administration 
or  for  the  enormous  evils  arising  therefrom ;  that  the  purity  of 
alcoholic  liquors  is  in  general  not  as  well  assured  as  that  of  arti- 
cles of  medicine  should  be.  The  various  mixtures  when  used  as 
medicine  should  have  definite  and  known  composition,  and  should 
not  be  interchanged  promiscuously. 

Dr.  Waterfield's  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Saundersi  Roane, 
Powell,  Happel,  Sims,  and  Heber  Jones. 

Dr.  Roberts  read  an  invitation,  signed  by  J.  W.  Hill,  Presi- 
dent, and  J.  T.  Park,  Secretary,  of  the  Enox  County  Medical 
Society,  inviting  the  society  to  hold  its  next  meeting  at  Knox- 
ville. 

Dr.  G.  C.  Savage  read  a  paper  upon  "  The  Practicability  of  the 
Rapid  Administraj;ion  of  Ether,''  and  exhibited  an  apparatus  to 
facilitate  the  bame. 

Dr.  Thad.  Donohue,  of  Memphis,  read  a  paper  maintaining 
.  that  '^  Consultation  with   practitioners  of  different  schools  was 
injurious  to  the  profession ;''  discussed  by  Drs.  Nuon,  Williams, 
and  Witherington. 

*  Dr.  Happel  offered  for  adoption  the  lollowing  resolutions, 
passed  recently  by  the  Gibson  County  Medical  Society : 

Besolvedj  That  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
renew  its  effort  to  secure  the  adoption  by  the  next  Legislature  o^ 
measures  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  and  to  this  end,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  this  society 
to  memoralize  the  Legislature  to  that  effect,  and  to  use  their  in- 
fluence Yvhere  it  will  do  most  good  to  secure  the  enactment  of 
some  good  law  to  accomplish  the  desired  end. 

After  some  discussion  by'Drs.  Happel,  Roberts,  Wakefield, 
Cook,  and  Powell,  all  of  whom  were  in  favor  of  the  resolutions 
except  Dr.  Roberts;  the  resolutions  were  adopted  and  a  recess 
taken  till  8  o'clock  in  the  evening. 

Quite  a  number  of  new  members  were  elected  to  the  society 
upon  reoomendation  of  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 
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Evening  Session. 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  8  p.  m.^  by  Vioe-president 
J.  £.  Black,  M.D. 

Dr.  R,  B.  Maury,  of  Memphis  read  a  paper  on  Typho-Mala- 
rial  Fever. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Taylor,  of  Corinth,  Mississippi,  President  of  the 
Mississippi  State  Medical  Society,  being  present,  was  on  motion 
invited  to  take  a  seat  upon  the  stand. 

Dr.  Beering  J.  Roberts,  of  Nashville  and  Dr.  T.  J.  Happel,  of 
Dyersburg  also  read  papers  on  Typho- Malarial  Fever,  in  accor- 
dance with  resolution  adopted  last  year  at  Nashville,  after  which 
a  discussion  was  called  for  on  the  papers,  which  discussion  was 
opened  by  Dr.  D.  D.  Saunders. 

A  telegram  from  President  Plunket  and  Secretary  Lindsley,^  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health  at  Nashville,  was  read,  sending  greet- 
ing to  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  asking  for  earnest  and  con- 
tinued co-operation  in  the  great  work  of  making  Tennessee 
renowned  for  health. 

The  discussion  on  typho-malarial  fever  was  then  again  taken 
up  by  Dr.  Heber  Jones,  of  Memphis,  Dr.  Armstrong  of  the 
Marine  Hospital,  Dr.  Hyer,  of  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  Dr. 
Batte,  and  others. 

The  chairman  made  the  following  appointment  as  the  com-> 
mittee  to  memorialize  the  Legislaj^ure  on  the  subject  of  the  law 
regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery :  Dr.  F.  L.  Sims, 
of  Memphis,  Dr.  Waterfield,  Dr.  N.  D.  Richardson,  Dr.  Thos. 
Menees,  of  Nashville,  Dr.  T.  J,  Happel,  of  Trenton. 

Dr.  D.  D.  Saunders  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Reaolve^,  That  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
indorse  the  effort  now  being  made  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  have  a  commision  appointed  to  investigate  and  report 
on  the  experiments  now  being  made  in  innoculation  for  the  pre- 
vention of  yellow  fever.  It  is  regarded  as  a  scientific  step  in 
the  right  direction,  and  our  representatives  in  Congress  are  re- 
quested to  support  the  measure. 
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Dr.  Powell,  of  Dancyville  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Believing  that  the  actions  of  the  committee  appointed  at^the 
meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  held  at  New  Or- 
leans, to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  previous  committee  appointed 
by  said  association,  at  the  meeting  held  in  Washington  City  in 
1884,  for  the  purpose  of  inviting  the  International  Medical 
Congress  to  hold  its  next  meeting  in  America,  year  1887,  and  to 
make  arrangements  for  said  meeting,  have  been  prudent,  digni- 
fied and  impartial. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  heartily  approve  the  actions  of  said  committee 
and  hereby  request  all  delegates  sent  by  this  society  to  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association  at  its  next  meeting,  to  be  held  in  St. 
Louis,  to  sustain  said  association  in  its  efforts  to  make  the  antici- 
pated meeting  of  the  Internationa]  Congress  a  success. 

Dr.  Toombs,  of  Greenville,  Mis^'issippi,  who  was  present, 
made  a  stirring  address  in  favor  of  energetic  action  against  quack 
practitioners. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  Dr.  Saun- 
ders, announced  that  the  election  of  officers  would  be  held  on  the 
next  day  at  3  p.  m. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Murfree,  his  very  excellent  paper 
on  '^Abdominal  Pregnancy — Fodtus  retained  over  fifty  years," 
was  read  by  Dr.  G.  W.  Overall,  of  Memphis,  and  the  specinaen 
was  exhibited.  The  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Roberts  and 
Briggs. 

Dr.  Neil  made  a  report  of  "  three  unusual  cases  in  recent 
practice.'^ 

Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley  entertained  the  society  with  some 
very  interesting  remarks  upon  Sanitatry  medicine. 

The  society  then  adjourned  until  9  a.  m.,  next  day. 
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Thursday,  j^pril  7th,  1886. 


Morning  Session. 

The  society  was  called  to  order  at  9  A.  M.,  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Black, 
Vice-president,  Dr.  Ambrose  Morrison  acting  Secretary.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  B.  H.  Mahone,  Pastor  of  Central  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Ransom,  of  the  Marshall  County  Medical  Society 
made  a  report  in  the  case  of  Dr.  R.  J.  Hoyle,  who  in  aooor- 
daoce  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Judicial  Council  at 
the  last  meeting  in  Nashville,  had  been  suspended  for  one  year, 
(vid.  Trans.  1885.  p.  12,  13  and  29.)  He  stated  that  the  Marshall 
County  Medical  Society  were  satisfied  with  Dr.  Hoyle^s  conduct 
during  the  past  year,  and  by  resolution,  recommended  that  he  be 
reinstated. 

Upon  a  vote  of  the  society  he  was  unanimously  reinstated. 

Dr.  T.  J.  Crofford  read  a  paper  on  Gynecology,  with  a  report 
of  several  interesting  cases. 

Dr.  T.  R.  Meuz  made  a  verbal  report  of  an  interesting  case  of 
injury  to  the  eye,  which  on  motion  he  was  requested  to  write  out 
and  forward  to  Committee  on  Publication.  It  was  discussed  by 
Drs.  Savage  and  Caldwe'.l,  with  reports  of  similar  injuries. 

A  case  of  Traumatic  Aneurism  was  reported  by  Dr.  J.  T. 
Fawcett. 

A  paper  was  read  by  Dr.  Deutsch  on  Puerperal  Fever,  and 
discussed  by  Drs.  Erskine  and  Walker,  with  reports  of  case,  and 
by  Dr.  Happel. 

A  communication  from  Dr.  M.  Campbell,  Superintendent  In- 
pane  Asylum  for  East  Tennessee,  inviting  the  society  to  meet  in 
Enoxville,  was  received. 

Dr.  Crook  offered  a  resoluton  that  the  Committee  on  Legisla- 
tion have  circulars  printed  and  distributed,  which  was  adopted. 

Adjourned  until  2  p.  H. 
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Afternoon  Session. 

Society  called  to  order  at  2  p.  m.,  by  Vice  president,  J.  E. 
Blacky  M.D.     Ambrose  Morrison,  acting  Secretary. 

Additional  new  members  were  elected. 

Dr.  A.  G.  Sinclair  read  a  paper  on  Iritis,  which  was  discussed 
by  Drs.  Caldwell  and  Savage. 

Dr.  Caldwell  oflFered  the  following  resolutions  in  regard  to  the 
death  of  Prof.  Austin  Flint,  Sr.,  M.D.,  L.L.D.,  of  New  York, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted  and  ordered  spread  upon  the 
minutes: 

Whereas,  This  society  has  learned  with  inexpressible  regret 
and  sincere  sorrow  of  the  death  of  that  illustrious  physician 
and  Christian  gentleman,  Austin  Flint,  Sr.,  M.D.,  L.L.D.,a  man 
who  devoted  his  splendid  genius  to  the  advancement  and  eleva- 
tion of  the  profession ;  the  Nestor  of  American  medicine,  who, 
though  not  a  great  bookmaker,  yet  has  placed  in  the  art  preser. 
vative  with  his  pen  a  monument  more  enduring  than  brass  or 
marble.  Not  only  did  he  endear  the  professsion  to  him  by  his 
transcedant  genius,  but  by  his  goodness  of  heart,  and  hfCs  left  for 
us  an  example  of  untarnished  honor.  If  is  granted  to  but  few 
men  to  live  so  long  and  to  live  so  well,  and  die  as  he  always 
desired,  with  his  working  harness  on,  at  the  post  of  duty;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
joius  the  profession  of  the  civilized  world,  aud  the  afflicted  of  all 
nations  in  expressions^ot  unfeigned  sorrow  for  this  irreparable  loss. 

The  hour  for  the  election  of  officers  having  arrived  Dr.  Roberts 
nominated  Dr.  A.  P.  Waterfield  for  President;  Dr.  Thornton 
nominated  Dr.  W.  T.  Briggs. 

Dr.  Briggs  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  14,  and  was  escorted 
to  the  chair  and  presided  during  the  remainder  of  the  meeting. 

Dr.  J.  B.  W.  Nowlin  was  nominated  for  first  Vice-president, 
and  unanimously  elected. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Penn  was  nominated  and  unanimously  elected  second 
Vice-president. 

There  being  no  member  present   from   East  Tennessee,  no 
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farther  nominations  for  Vice-president  were  made,  and  Dr.  G.  W* 
Drake^  of  Chattanooga  holds  over  until  a  successor  can  be  elected. 

Dr.  Roberts  nominated  Ambrose  Morrison ,  of  Nashville,  for 
Secretary,  and  he  was  unanimously  elected. 

Dr.  Roberts  was  elected  Treasurer  against  his  protest.  After 
the  election,  he  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted,  and 
Dr.  Richard  Cheatham  was  elected  Treasurer. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Minor  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  "  Eye  affections 
due  to  Malaria,'*  which  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Pardon. 

Dr.  Armstrong,  of  the  M.  H.  S.,  read  a  paper  on  Intussuscep- 
tion. 

A  paper  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Maddin,  Jr.,  on  Supra-pubic  Aspiratioo^ 
was  read  by  title  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  following  votes  of  thanks  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

Dr.  Roberts,  thanks  to  the  Vice-president,  Dr.  J.  E.  Black, 
and  the  acting  Secretary,  Dr.  Ambrose  Morrison  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  duty. 

Dr.  J.  Berrein  Lindsley,  thanks  to  the  daily  papers  of  Mem- 
phis for  full  and  correct  reports  of  (the  session,  and  other  cour- 
tesies. 

By  Dr.  T.  [K.  Powell,  /hanks  to  the  former  Treasurer,  Dn 
Roberts  for  long  and  faithful  service. 

By  Dr.jRoberts,  thanks  to  the  N.,  C.  &  St.  L.,  E.  T.  Va.  & 
6a.,  M.  &  C,  L.  &  N.  system  of  Railroads,  and  other  Railroads^ 
and  hotels  of  Memphis  for  reduced  rates  to  delegates  and  mem- 
bers, and  uniform  courtesies  extetded. 

The  following  resolution  by  Dr.  Happel  was  adopted: 

Beaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Arrangements  to  be  appoin- 
ted to  get  up  a  programme  for  the  next  meeting  of  this  society 
to  be  held  in  Nashville  in  1887,  are  hereby  requested  to  imi- 
tate the  example  set  by  the  same  committee  at  this  meeting,  in 
having  no^banquets,  nor  anything  to  dive  t  the  attention  of  the 
society  from^^the  transaction  of  the  business  for  which  it  met. 
(The  Nashville^members  voting  in  the  negative). 

Nashvilleg^was  ^selected  as  the  next  place«of  meeting,  and  the 
time  was  fixed  by  resolution  for  the  2nd  Tuesday  in  April  1887. 

The  society  the  adjourned 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  delegates  to  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  society  just 
before  our  form  goes  to  press:  Dr.  R.  B.  Maury,  Dr.  F.  L. 
Sim,  Dr.  G.  B.  Thornton,  Dr.  D.  D.  Saunders,  Dr.  J.  E.  Black, 
Dr.  S.  F.  Armstrong,  Dr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  Dr.  J.  L.  Minor, 
Memphis;  Dr.  T.  K.  Powell,  Dancyville;  Dr.  G.  B.   Gillespie, 

;  Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsey,  Dr.  Chas.  Mitchell,  Dr.  W.  G. 

Ewing,  J.  W.  Maddin,  Sr.,  Dr.  J.  D.  Plunkett,Dr.  A.  Morrison, 
Dr.  C.  S.  Briggs,  Dr.  J.  A.  Draughon,  Dr.  Duncan  Eve  Dr.  J. 
B.  W.  Nowlin,  Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts,  and  Dr.  W.  L.  Nichol, 
Nashville;  Dr.  J.T.  Happel, Trenton ;  Dr.  J.  A.  Crook,  


ffinicdl  S^fiprts. 


TRAUMATIC  CATARACT. 


BY 
CLIFTON   S.   MOBSE,   M.D.,  OP   COLUMBUS,  OHIO* 


By  traumatic  cataract  is  meant  those  forms  of  opacity  of  the 
lens,  its  capsule,  or  both,  which  occur  as  the  result  of  injury. 
This  injury  may  result  from  a  piece  of  gun-cap  or  bit  of  metal 
being  driven  through  the  cornea  and  lens.  It  may  be  imbedded 
at  any  point  in  the  lens  or  its  capsule,  or  may  be  projected  with 
sufficient  force  to  pass  entirely  through  the  lens  into  the  vitreous 
humor  or  retina.  Traumatic  cataract  may  also  result  from  a 
severe  blow  received  upon  the  eyeball,  causing  generally,  in  this 
case,  rupture  of  the  capsule  at  the  periphery,  in  case  the  lens  le 
wounded,  I  find  the  changes  affecting  its  transparency  begin,  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  at  once,  and  total  opacity  is  reached  in  a 
very  few  days.     This  change^  was  noticeably  rapid  in  young  per- 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


CLINICAL  BEPOBT8 — MOBBE. 


216 


sons  and  children;  being  less  rapid  in  middle-aged  and  old 
persons. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  foreign  body  lodged  in  the  lensi 
and  attendant  inflammation  was  frequently  very  severe.  Irido- 
cyolitisy  as  well  as  choroiditis,  was  an  occasional  JomplicatioD| 
and  iritis  was  frequently  present.  I  do  no  not  think  these  com- 
plications result  very  often  from  the  lens  lesion  alone,  but  rather 
from  the  laceration  of  the  cornea  or  iris.  Synechia,  both  anterior 
and  posterior,  was  unfortunately  a  very  frequent  visitor,  and 
iritis  plastica  closed  the  pupil  in  a  few  instances.  A  staphyloma 
cornea,  from  extensive  sloughing  and  thinning  of  the  cornea,  to- 
gether with  +  T.,  was  relieved  by  an  iridectomy.  In  one  in- 
stance a  blood  clot  filled  the  entire  anterior  chamber,  and  efiectu- 
ally  hindered  an  ophthalmoscopic  examination  for  several  months. 
At  the  end  of  about  five  months  the  effusion  had  been  sufficiently 
resorbed  to  make  an  examination  of  the  deeper  parts  of  the  eye 
possible. 

I  shall  submit  a  few  cases,  and  hope  they  will  prove  of  suffi* 
cient  interest  to  justify  the  space  occupied. 

Cnse  I. — F.  Y.,  aged  18,  machinist,  while  working  in  metal,  a 
small  piece  of  steel  was  driven  into  his  right  eye  with  consider- 
able force.  When  h»- reported  at  my  office,  some  eight  hours 
aAer  the  accident,  vision  in  the  injured  eye  was  very  much  im- 
paired. Left  eye  normal;  vision  6-6.  Upon  examination,  I 
found  a  clean,  incised  wound  of  the  cornea,  near  the  outer  sclero- 
comeal  margin,  extending  downward  and  inward  about  2  mm, 
A  similar  wound  in  the  iris  indicated  that  I  must  search  for  the 
foreign  body  in  or  beyond  the  lens.  Under  atropine,  the  iris 
dilated  slowly  and  imperfectly,  yet  enough  for  ophthalmoscopic 
purposes.  The  offending  steel  was  discovered  deeply  imbedded 
in  the  lens  very  near,  if  not  against,  the  posterior  capsule,  and 
evidently  ranged  backward  and  inward.  In  this  case  the  for* 
eign  body  did  not  rest  directly  behind  the  corneal  wound.  The 
aqueous  was  a  trifle  turbid,  yet  the  fundus  was  easily  distin* 
guisbed.  Throughout  the  progress  of  this  case  the  inflammatory 
symptoms  were  of  the  very  mildest  sort,  amounting,  I  believe,  to 
little  more  than  active  discomfort  at  any  time.    In  five  days, 

28P 
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however,  the  lens  was  completely  clouded ;  so  much  so,  in  fact, . 
that  no  trace  of  real  reflex  could  be  obtained  with  the  ophthal- 
moscope.    There  was  +  T.   most  of  the  time.     Vision  in  left 
eye  one  year  afterward  was  normal ;  vision  in  the  right  eye  is, 
of  course,  totally  lost.     No  operation  has  been  performed. 

Case  II. — M.  H.  H.,  engineer,  aged  about  32 ;  injury  of  left 
eye.  Did  not  see  the  case  until  the  sixth  or  seventh  day  after 
the  accident.  A  piece  of  brass  was  supposed  to  have  been  driven 
into  the  eye.  I  found  the  organ  so  very  badly  inflamed,  to- 
gether with  so  much  photophobia,  that  the  ophthalmoscopic  ex- 
amination was  far  from  being  satisfactory.  Pupil  irregular  and 
contracted;  anterior  synechia  already  present.  The  iris  must 
have  prolapsed  at  once  into  the  very  extensive  corneal  wound. 
Here  I  found  the  lens  had,  apparently,  already  become  totally 
opaque.  Vision  in  right  eye  somewhat  affected.  Instillation  of 
a  strong  solution  of  atropine  (4  gr.  to  5})  failed  to  break  up  the 
attachments.  In  about  three  or  four  weeks  the  eye  had  improved 
very  much,  and  in  the  right  eye  vision  was  6-5.  At  this  time, 
by  the  use  of  homatropine  (hydrobromic),  I  found  a  clear  place 
in  the  lens,  beginning  at  the  inner  and  upper  periphery  and  ex-  ' 
tending  toward  the  center  some  1.6  mm.  This,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  there  was  still  increased  tension,  made  me  decide  to  op- 
erate at  once.  A  broad  iridectomy  was  made,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible, over  the  clear  portion  of  the  lens,  at  which  time  the  slender 
bands  forming  the  anterior  synechia  were  divided.  Very  little 
inflammatory  action  followed,  and  the  result  was  quite  satisfactory 
to  the  patient.  In  this  case  the  wound  to  the  capsule  must  have 
been  very  extensive,  which,  by  the  rolling  up  of  the  incised 
membrane,  exposed  a  large  surface  of  the  lens  substance  to  the 
action  of  the  aqueous  and  vitreous  humors.  Why  the  process 
stopped  short  of  complete  lenticular  opacity,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Close  III. — E.  H.,  farmer,  aged  near  30.  I  was  called  in  con- 
sultation on  the  eighth  day  after  injury.  He  had  been  struck 
violently  in  the  eye  by  some  unknown  substance  thrown  from  a 
threshing  machine  near  which  he  was  at  work.  The  cornea  was 
widely  cut  and  badly  bruised.  I  found  no  indications  of  a  for- 
eign body  having  passed  into  even  the  anterior  chamber.    I  feel 
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enre,  in  fact,  that  the  projectile  did  not  cut  through  the  mem- 
brane of  Descemet.  He  was  suffering  very  severely  from  acute 
irido-cyclitis,  and  here  also  the  lens  was  well  advanced  toward 
complete  opacity.  Under  the  use  of  atropine — which  had  not 
been  used  before — the  fact  of  the  existence  of  a  posterior  syne- 
ehia  was  developed.  The  ophthalmoscope  gave  a  very  faint  red 
reflex.  Saw  this  case  ten  weeks  later  at  my  office.  Cataract  was 
then  complete.  Posterior  synechia  no  worse  than  when  I  first 
saw  it.  The  inflammatory  action  had  about  subsided,  leaving, 
however,  an  annular  staphyloma.  The  eye  was  at  this  time  still 
very  painful,  and  vision  in  the  other  eye  was  not  normal.  Two 
week  later  vision  in  the  uninjured  eye  being  still  worse,  I  per- 
formed optioo-ciliary  neurectomy  with  entire  success.  At  present, 
five  months  after,  the  eye  is  free  from  pain,  the  annular  staphy- 
loma has  fjEided  to  a  mere  trace,  and  vision  in  the  good  eye  is 
normal. 

I  have  thirteen  other 'cases  before  me,  wherein  is  recorded  the 
fact  of  the  lens  becoming  totally  opaque  in  from  five  to  seventeen 
days.  In  some  of  these  there  was  no  wound  of  the  cornea,  the 
injury  to  the  lens  resulting  entirely  from  shook.  In  these  cases 
I  use  instillations  of  atropine  or  eserine,  as  the  first  indication, 
in  order  to  keep  the  iris  out  of  trouble.  As  the  wound  is  gener- 
ally deep,  the  atropine  is  called  into  use  the  most  frequently  to 
prevent  posterior  synechia,  and  not  that  I  think  atropine  capable 
of  lessening  intra-ocular  tension.  According  to  the  best  author- 
ity, it  is  claimed  that  atropine  does  not  lessen  intra-ocular  tension 
as  ft  was  once  supposed  to  do ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  intra- 
ocular tension  in  the  vitreous  is  increased  by  its  use.  It  has  the 
faeolty,  howevei^,  of  diminishing  intra-vascular  tension  by  par- 
alyzing the  muscular  coats  of  the  vessels.  Eserine  has  been 
proved  to  be  capable  of  lessening  very  materially  the  persistent 
high  intra-ocular  tension  in  glaucoma.  If  our  general  practi- 
tioners were  a  trifle  more  persistent  in  their  use  of  atropine  and 
eserine,  there  wolild  be  a  deal  of  troublesome  synechia  prevented. 
And  why  they  allow  themselves  to  be  so  helpless  in  this  matter 
is  a  question  that  sorely  puzzles  me.  It  is  not  expected  that  the 
genex^l  pmctitioner  shall  enter  into  the  difficult  part  of  eye  praQ-> 
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tioe,  yet  he  should  by  all  means  be  ready  with  a  little  knowledge 
on  this  important  subject  for  cases  of  emergency.  A  little  proper 
aid  at  the  outset  has  saved  many  an  eye,  where  ^neglect  would 
have  placed  it  beyond  the  reach  of  all  the  oculists  in  Christendom. 


PLACENTA  PRiEVIA. 


BY 
J.  W.  GRACE,  M.D.,  OP  GRACE,  JOHNSON  COUNTY,  ARK. 


Editors  Southern  Practitioner  —  Gentlemen:  Please 
give  me  space  in  your  valuable  journal  to  mention  a  case  of 
placenta  previa  which  came  under  my  observation  recently. 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1886, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  N., 
»t.  39,  who  had  previously  given  birth  to  six  children.  When 
I  arrived  I  found  a  slight  hsemorrhage,  with  little  or  no  pain. 
She  informed  me  that  she  had  passed  several  clots  the  size  of  a 
hen's  egg.  On  examination,  I  found  the  os  dilated  only  sufficient 
to  admit  the  end  of  the  index-finger.  After  a  careful  examina- 
tion, I  informed  her  husband  that  I  feared  trouble  in  the  wind 
up,  as  I  believed  it  to  be  a  case  of  placenta  prsdvia.  The  haemor- 
rhage ceasing,  and  no  pains  troubling  her,  I  left,  giving  direc- 
tions for  Mr.  N.  to  let  me  know  immediately  if  there  appeared 
the  slightest  haemorrhage  or  pain.  She  remained  quiet  and  rested 
well  until  the  evening  of  the  15th  of  February,  when  she  wan 
again  attacked  with  slight  pains  and  considerable  haemorrhage, 
and  I  was  immediately  called.  On  arriving  I  found  my  first 
suspicions  to  be  correct ;  and  upon  examination  I  found  that  it 
was  a  vertex  presentation  of  the  first  position. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  state  the  exact  location  of  the  pla- 
centa, it  being  attached  to  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  completely 
covering  the  os  when  undilated,  but  when  dilated  to  the  size  of  a 
half-dolla*^,  I  could  pass  my  finger  by  the  placenta  to  the  right. 
All  accoucheurs  are  aware  of  the  difficulties  that  may  occur 
during  the  process  of  turning  and  delivering.  Being  loth  to 
give  up  the  advantages  of  a  natural  presentation,  and  seeing  tha 
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there  was  no  time  to  be  lost;  on  account  of  the  h»morrhage 
which  was  now  very  alarming^  I  thought  I  would  try  the  follow- 
ing measure  (knowing  that  the  womb  could  not^  with  the  child, 
placenta,  and  ammotic  fluid,  hold  blood  enough  to  destroy  life, 
especially  if  it  was  kept  firmly  contracted) :  I  first  introduced  a 
tampon,  consisting  of  cotton  rags  well  oiled,  into  the  vagina,  com- 
pletely filling  it.  I  then  gave  a  teaspoonful  of  fluid  extract  of 
ergot.  I  also  saturated  a  handkerchief  with  chloroform  and  let 
her  inhale  it  while  a  pain  was  on,  taking  it  away  when  the  pain 
was  ofi^,'and  applying  it  again  when  the  pain  returned,  so  as  to 
have  her  partially  ansesthetised  by  the  time  the  ergot  began  to 
have  its  efiect,  thereby  thoroughly  relaxing  the  system,  so  that 
there  was  no  danger  of  rupture.  The  result  was  that  within 
forty-five  minutes  from  the  time  I  gave  the  ergot  she  was  deliv- 
ered of  tampon,  placenta,  and  child,  and  afterward  did  well  and 
made  a  quick  recovery. 

What  I  am  after  by  contributing  the  above,  is  to  know  whether 
it  would  be  as  safe  as  the  old  method  of  turning  and  delivering. 
If  it  is  as  safe,  I  would  much  prefer  it,  as  the  method  of  turning 
and  delivering  was  always  complicated  with  difficulties  with  me. 


OTALGIA. 


BY 
J.   B.   OHISHOLM,    M.B.,   OBLINDA,   TEKN, 


Editors  Southern  PRAcrriTioNER — Gentlemen  :  My  at- 
tention having  been  called  to  a  case  of  otalgia  of  purely  reflex, 
neurotic  origin,  F  herewith,  with  your  permission,  assume  the 
liberty  of  giving  to  your  readers  the  somewhat  unusual  details  of 
the  case,  with  its  attendant  circumstances. 

The  subject,  in  this  instance,  is  a  boy,  aged  eleven  years,  of  a 
well-defined  and  delicately  sensitive  nervous  organization  ^- a 
well-marked  exemplification  of  the  nervous  temperament.  He 
is  of  delicate  build,  exceedingly  quick  in  comprehension,  and,  as 
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might  be  expected,  suffers  intense  anguish  during  his  attacks  of 
otalgia,  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed  since  early  childhood. 
Tjiese  attacks  are  ushered  in  by  acute  pain  in  the  ear,  constantly 
augmenting  in  severity  until  the  climax  is  attained,  when  the 
anguish  of  the  child  is  revealed  in  every  lineament  of  the  coun- 
tenance, and  vents  itself  in  cries  antl  groans*  The  climax  is 
preceded  and  accompanied  by  an  active  febrile  movement,  after 
which  there  is  a  gradual  cessation  of  pain  and  subsidence  of 
symptoms.  The  pathology  of  this  case  seems  to  consist  in  marked 
hypersesthesia,  reflected  from  a  disordered  stomach  as  the  focus 
of  irritation.  There  seems  to  be  no  organic  lesion  of  the  struct- 
ures about  the  ear,  no  otitis  or  otorrhoea,  properly  so  called,  and, 
moreover,  these  attacks  never  supervene  unless  upon  an  im- 
paired state  of  the  digestive  organs,  but  are  not  infrequent  when 
the  integrity  of  the  digestive  system  is  not  perfectly  maintained. 
If  the  habitual  tendency  to  indigestion  inherited  by  the  child 
from  its  mother  could  be  aborted,  I  feel  satisfied  the  otalgia  would 
be  of  rare  occurrence;  and  impressed  with  this  idea,  I  directed 
the  use  of  Lactopeptine  when  the  digestive  function  became  im- 
paired, and  a  rigorous  out-door  hygiene  for  the  child,  thus  en- 
deavoring to  foster  general  physical  vigor,  and  to  restrain  a  highly 
sensitive  nervous  organization  to  which  the  ch^d  has  been  a  help- 
less victim  since  the  dawn  of  its  existence.  The  satisfactory  re- 
sults following  the  maintenance  of  the  integrity  of  digestion  by 
the  means  suggested,  together  wii;h  the  unsatisfactory  results  of 
local  palliatives,  confirm  me  in  the  diagnosis  expressed  above — 
viz.,  that  this  is  a  case  of  otalgia,  due  to  hypersBsthesia  of  the 
tympanic  plexus  of  nerves,  reflected  from  a  depraved  stomach  aa 
the  focus  of  irritation,  and  unaccompanied  by  any  local  inflaoi- 
mation  or  organic  lesion  of  the  aural  structures. 
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Manaoement  of  Breech  Pbesbntatioks. —  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  New  York  Academy  of  Medicine  Dr.  Kobert  A. 
Murray  read  a  paper  with  the  above  title  {New  York  Medwal 
Journal^  March  13j  1886)^  which  deals  principally  with  the 
measures  necessary  to  be  taken  to  deliver  in  breech  cases  and  to 
diminish  the  percentage  of  mortality.  The  importance  of  an 
effort  in  this  direction  was  apparent  from  the  fact  that  the  sta- 
tistics quoted  from  authorities  gave  a  mortality  in  breech  presen- 
tations of  about  one  in  eight  and  half  cases.  Among  the  causes 
of  this  class  of  presentations  were  a  contracted  pelvis,  an  exces- 
sive amount  of  liquor  amnii,  violent  movements,  and  a  peculiar 
formation  of  the  lower  segment  of  the  uterus.  It  was  also  re- 
markable what  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  occurred  in  pre- 
mature labor  and  multiple  pregnancy.  The  statistics  of  Simpson 
went  to  show  how  frequently,  the  child  being  dead,  the  loss  of 
tonicity  of  the  spine  and  the  presence  of  flaccidity  in  the  tissues 
caused  mal presentations;  those  tables  demonstrated  that  there 
was  a  tendency  after  the  sixth  month  of  pregnancy  for  the  head 
to  present. 

In  a  case  of  breech  presentation  in  which  the  mother's  pelvis 
was  of  full  size  and  regular  form,  and  the  child  of  moderate  pro- 
portions, labor  would  probably  be  accomplished  without  partic- 
ular difficulty,  and  the  obstetrician  had  only  to  wait.  If,  how- 
ever, the  indications  were  that  the  labor  would  be  difficult,  if  the 
pelvic  cavity  was  not  roomy,  or  the  child  of  large  proportions, 
version,  if  it  was  to  be  performed,  should  be  done  early,  before 
the  rapture  of  the  bag  of  waters.  If  the  case  was  allowed  to 
progress,  no  obstruction  being  met  with,  the  critical  moment  for 
the  child  would  be  just  after  the  birth  of  the  trunk  and  lower 
extremities,  for  now  the  cord  was  in  danger  of  becoming  com- 
pressed between  the  unyielding  head  and  the  pelvic  wall.  The 
cord  should  be  pulled  down  and   placed   next   the  sacro-iliac 
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synchoDdroBta  by  the  side  of  the  child's  head,  whece  it  would  be 
least  likely  to  become  compressed.  The  contractioDs  of  the  uterus 
might  be  followed  up  by  the  hand,  and  flexion  of  the  head  might 
be  aided  by  raising  the  trunk  of  the  child.  But  in  cases  in  which 
the  limbs  were  extended  upward  over  the  front  of  the  child,  so 
»i  that  the  toes  were  near  the  face,  the  breech  was  not  nearly  so 

fi  large  as  the  child's  head,  and,  being  readily  moulded,  entered  the 

pel  vie  cavity ;  the  entire  foetus  then  presented,  as  Barnes  had  well 
described,  the  form  of  a  wedge  with  the  base  upward.  Now,  if 
traction  was  made  up  by  means  of  hooks,  fillet,  or  forceps,  and 
unsucc*'^-lii)Iy,  as  it  was  likely  to  be,  the  apex  would  be  dragged 
into  thi*  (clvis,  antlj  the  cavity  becoming  more  tightly  filled,  com- 
pression nf  the  cord  would  be  increased,  and  the  uterus  rendered 
more  irritable^  and  here  the  only  measure  for  the  safety  of  the 
i  mother  and  child  was  to  bring  down  a  foot.     The  use  of  the 

^  blunt  hook  to  do  this  was  difficult,  as  it  was  apt  to  slip  and  injure 

the  soft  parts  or  cause  fr^icture  of  the  thigh;  consequently,  if  the 
ohild  was  living,  it  should  not  be  resorted  to.  The  fillet,  if  it 
could  be  guided  over  the  limb,  might  cut  the  tissues  or  prove  too 
weak  to  overcome  the  difficulty.  The  obstetric  forceps  had  been 
recommended  in  these  cases,  but  it  was  condemned  by  most  au- 
thorities. It  was  only  adapted  for  use  on  the  head.  The  per- 
formance of  cephalic  version,  as  recommended  by  Spiegelberg, 
would  be  possibk  only  before  rupture  of  the  bag  of  waters  and 
before  the  breech  became  wedged. 

The  clear  indication  in  such  a  case  was.  to  break  up  or  decom- 
pose I  he  obstructing  wedge,  which  was  to  be  done  by  bringing 
down  one  foot.  The  position  of  the  breech  in  relation  to  the 
pelvis  having  been  determined  by  ordinary  diagnostic  points,  the 
hand  was  to  be  p^issed  in  front  of  the  breech  where  the'foot  lay, 
and  one  foot  seized  by  the  instep  and  brought  down;  then  the 
breech  won  Id  probably  soon  descend.  The  cord  would  be  better 
protected  than  if  both  feet  were  brought  down.  The  foot  nearest 
the  piibes  was  most  easily  drawn  down.  Tf  the  case  was  not 
otherwise  complicated,  the  labor  would  now  go  on  naturally.  If 
the  breech  filled  the  brim,  or  was  forced  into  the  pelvic  cavity, 
little  space  would  be  left  for  the  operator's  hand,  and  under  these 
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drcumstance^  the  hand  would  have  to  be  passed  up  to  the  fundus 
uteri  in  order  to  grasp  the  foot.  That  hand  should  be  introduced 
whose  palm  would  touch  the  abdomen  of  the  child  when  intro- 
duced. When  the  foot  was  reached,  preferably  the  anterior  one, 
it  was  to  be  seized  by  the  instep  and  drawn  down  out  of  the 
vulva.  It  was  essential  to  get  hold  of  the  foot;  taking  hold  of 
the  knee^  or  hooking  the  thigh  in  the  groin^  would  be  of  no  use. 
During  the  operation  the  uterus  should  be  supported  by  the  other 
hand  or  by  an  assistant.  If  inertia  uteri  should  now  exist,  we 
should  still  have  attained,  by  our  hold  on  the  foot,  security  for 
farther  progress. 

The  operation  of  extraction  by  the  breech  might  be  divided 
into:  1.  Drawing  the  trunk  through  the  pelvis ;  2.  Liberation  of 
the  arms ;  3.  Extraction  of  the  head.  Traction  on  the  leg  should 
be  carefully  made,  in  drawing  the  trunk  down,  coincidently  with 
the  pains.  The  trunk  should  be  drawn  downward  and  backward 
in  the  axis  of  the  brim,  external  pressure  being  made  by  an  as- 
sistant, the  traction  being  kept  up  until  the  breech  was  fairly  in 
the  pelvic  cavity.  After  the  extraction  of  the  breech,  the  cord 
should  be  carefully  looked  after.  Liberation  of  the  arms  might 
become  necessary  if  the  pelvis  was  at  all  contracted,  or  if  trac- 
tion upon  the  trunk  had  been  too  rapid,  or  had  not  been  accom- 
panied by  external  pressure  on  the  uterus. 

The  head  being  at  the  brim,  Smellie's  method  might  be  em* 
ployed  in  the  manner  recommended  by  Schroeder,  or  the  method 
of  Scanzoni.  In  all  cases  of  breech  presentation  the  forceps 
should  be  at  hand  ready  for  application  to  the  head  if  it  should  be 
necessary.  Particular  care  should  be  taken  during  its  introduc- 
tion not  to  lacerate  the  cervix.  Passing  a  catheter  up  into  the 
mouth  of  the  child  at  this  stage  would  frequently  save  life. 

The  subject  of  the  management  of  breech  presentations  had 
been  brought  to  the  author's  mind  forcibly  during  the  past  year 
from  the  number  of  cases  which  he  had  seen  in  consultation,  in 
nearly  all  of  which  he  had  found  difficulty  arising  from  flexion 
of  the  legs  on  the  abdomen,  diminishing  the  size  of  the  breech 
to  a  certain  extent,  and  at  the  same  time  forming  a  wedge  that 
became  more  tightly  impacted  as  the  child  descended.     In  all  of 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 

I 


5^4  8BLFCTIOK8. 

these  cases  unsuccessful  efforts  had  been  made  to  extract  before 
he  was  called,  and  be  was  impressed  with  the  advantage  of  intro- 
ducing the  hand  and  bringing  down  the  foot  over  other  methods, 
such  as  the  use  of  the  forceps,  the  blunt  hook,  the  fillet,  etc. 


The  "Dry  Tkeatment"  for  Uterine  Disorders. — In  a 
paper  read  before  the  St.  Louis  Obstetrical  and  Gyn»eological 
Society,  Dr.  George  J.  Engelmanc  brings  forward  what  he  terms 
a  new  departure  in  uterine  therapeutics.  Preliminary  to  a  de- 
scription of  his  own  methods.  Dr.  Engelmann  gives  an  interest- 
ing sketch,  showing  the  national  peculiarities  of  gynsecologists, 
so  far  as  topical  therapeutics  is  concerned.  "  In  Germany,^'  he 
says,  for  instance,  "at  one  time  the  washing  of  cervix  and  vagina 
with  strong  solutions  was  an  almost  universal  practice;  in  many 
clinics  it  was  customary,  whether  other  treatment  was  applied  or 
not,  to  wash  cervix  and  vagina  with  strong  solutions  of  sulphate 
of  copper,  or  carbolic  acid,  through  the  Ferguson  speculum.  In 
France — I  am  only  speaking  of  the  methods  which  are  not  used 
here — they  use  the  cautery,  and  medicated  supports  to  the  uterus ; 
the  thermo -cautery  also  is  a  specialty  in  French  gynsdcology ;  a 
I  common  usage  is  to  apply  a  remedy  in  a  small  semi-circular  bag 
made  of  muslin  or  mosquito-bar,  which  at  the  same  times  serves 
as  a  support  for  the  uterus.  This  country  is  peculiar  in  its  use 
of  nitrate  of  silver  and  iodine,  though  in  England  it  is  used  in 
a  similar  way,  but  by  no  means  as  freely  and  commonly  as 
here." 

Dr.  Engelmann's  new  departure  consists  essentially  in  the  use 
of  medicated  absorbent  cottons,  with  or  without  the  addition  of  a 
powder-blower  or  gelatin  pencils.  The  medicated  tampons  have 
the  advantage,  we  are  told,  of  giving  support  to  the  uterus,  of 
acting  continuously  and  evenly,  and  of  being  cleanly.  The  tam- 
pons may  also  be  made  of  jute,  and  perhaps  the  best  combination 
is  a  medicated  jute  tampon  covered  with  a  layer  of  the  softer 
cotton.  The  powders  used  are  those  of  alum,  bismuth,  tannin, 
salicylic  acid,  iodoform,  and  zinc.  Next  after  these  in  value  are 
the  gelatin  or  iodoform  pencils.     The  cotton  or  jute  used  is  med- 
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icated  with  iroD,  boracio  acid,  alum,  tannin,  iodine,  and  oth^r 
substances. 

By  the  use  of  the  powders,  or  pencils,  and  tampons,  in  endo- 
cervicitis,  erosions,  and  other  chronic  uterine  troubles,  the  profuse 
discharge  is  often  checked  very  promptly,  and  a  healing  process 
set  in  action.  Dr.  Engelmann  does  not  recommend  the  glycerin 
tampons,  which  are  considerably  used  in  New  York.  His  "  new 
treatment,''  though  a  good  one,  is  not,  we  venture  to  say,  very 
new;  something  very  much  like  it — i.  e,,  the  use  of  powder  and 
cotton  tampons— was,  we  believe,  at  one  time  quite  the  routine 
practice  in  Vienna.  In  New  York,  also,  cotton  tampons  medi- 
cated with  alum  and  other  ponders  have  been  used  for  six  or 
more  years. — Medical  Record. 


Development  op  the  Human  Body. — During  the  Inter- 
national Medical  Conference  held  at  Copenhagen,  the  Rev.  Mail- 
ing Hansen,  Principal  of  the  Danish  Institution  for  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb,  presented  a  paper  which  attracted  considerable  in- 
terest. It  gave  the  daily  results  of  weighing  and  measuring  the 
130  pupils  (72  boys  and  58  girls)  of  the  institution  during  a 
period  of  three  years.  The  facts  demonstrated  by  these  statistics 
were  quite  a  surprise  to  the  medical  people  in  attendance.  Since 
this  preliminary  notice,  given  in  the  summer  of  1884,  Mr.  Han- 
sen  has  continued  his  observations,  and  now  believes  himself  able 
to  furnish  some  outline  of  bodily  development.  Each  child  was 
weighed  four  times  a  day  —  in  the  morning,  before  dinner,  after 
dinner,  and  in  the  evening;  and  was  measured  once.  These  daily 
records*  show  that,  contrary  to  general  opinion,  the  increase  in 
weight  and  height  of  the  human  body  during  the  years  of  growth 
does  not  progress  evenly  throughout  the  year.  Three  distinct 
periods  were  observed,  and  smaller  variations  were  noticeable 
within  these  divisions.  In  bulk,  the  period  of  maximum  in- 
crease extends  from  August  to  December.  A  period  of  equipoise 
then  succeeds  until  the  middle  of  April,  and  the  following  mini- 
mum period  completes  the  year.  The  lasting  increase  in  weight 
occurs  during  the  first  period ;  the  period  of  equipoise  adds  about 
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one-fourth  of  that  increase^  but  this  is  almost  entirely  spent  dui 
ing  the  last  period. 

The  increase  in  height  shows  a  similar  division  into  periods 
but  in  a  reverse  order.  In  September  and  October,  a  child  grow 
only  a  fifth  of  what  it  did  in  June  and  July.  Thus^'in  the  au 
tumn  and  early  winter  a  child  increases  in  weight,  while  th 
height  remains  stationary.  In  the  early  summer,  on  the  con 
trary,  the  weight  changes  but  little,  while  the  vital  force  an< 
nourishment  are  directed  toward  an  increase  in  height.  Thl 
periodicity  in  the  development  of  the  body  marks  a  strong  simi 
larity  to  plant  development,  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  furthei 
investigations  will  show  another  likeness  in  the  fact  that  these  re 
suits  are  good  only  for  the  latitude  in  which  they  were  obtained 
In  a  climate  less  variable  than  that  of  Denmark,  it  is  highl] 
probable  that  the  periods  would  be  less  marked,  and  in  an  evei 
temperature  would  cease  to  be  distinguished. — Scientific  American 


Experimental  Tbanbfusion. — It  is  now  generally  recog< 
nized  that  many  of  the  conditions  in  which  the  operation  of  trans 
fusion  of  blood  has  been  regarded  as  essential  may  be  success- 
fully treated  in  other  ways.  Thus  it  is  admitted  that  the  collap» 
following  severe  hsomorrhage  is  due  not  to  the  loss  of  blood  pei 
se^  but  to  a  purely  quantitive  loss  of  fluid  vascular  contents — c 
loss  which  may  be  supplied  by  the  intravenous  injection  of  sail 
solution.  Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  its  dangers,  occasions  arise 
in  which  transfusion  is  indicated,  and  in  view  of  the  growing  dis- 
favor with  which  the  operation  is  now  regarded,  much  interest 
attaches  to  some  recent  experiments  of  Bizzozero  and  SanquiricOj 
recorded  in  the  ninth  volume  of  the  Arch,  per  le  Scienza  Med. 

In  the  dogs  which  were  the  subjects  of  these  experiments  both 
the  numerical  proportion  of  the  red  corpuscles  and  the  percent- 
age of  hsemoglobin  were  first  ascertained.  Blood  in  varying 
amounts  was  then  withdrawn,  and  an  equal  quantity  of  defibrin- 
ated  dog's  blood  transfused  by  the  jugular  vein.  In  periods  of 
from  fifteen  minutes  to  eighteen  days  the  blood  of  animals  thus 
operated  upon  was  investigated,  and  the  results  compared  with 
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those  of  the  preliminary  examination.  In  a  second  series  of  ex- 
periments one-half  of  the  total  blood  of  the  animals  was  with- 
drawn^  defibrinated,  filtered  through  linen,  and  returned  to  the 
veins  of  the  animals  from  which  it  was  taken.  This  procedure 
was  ten  times  repeated,  so  that  each  corpHscle  of  the  animal  was 
Bobjected  approximately  five  times  to  this  rough  handling.  Be- 
fore and  after  this  series  of  experiments  the  same  close  examina- 
tion of  the  quantitive  relations  of  corpuscles  and  hnmoglobin 
was  instituted,  with  the  result  of  showing  that  in  no  case,  in 
either  series,  was  a  noteworthy  effect  produced. 

These  observations  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  not  only  is  the 
red  corpuscle  remarkably  resistant  to  rough  treatment,  hut  that 
the  transfusion  of  the  defihrinated  blood  of  animals  of  the  same 
species  is  not  injurious.— Jfe<2icaZ  News. 


The  Relation  of  the  Experimental  Method  to  Pbac- 
TiCAL  Medicine. — We  have  seen  in  times  past,  and  are  con- 
stantly realizing  in  daily  practice,  the  beneficial  results  of  certain 
phases  of  experimental  work.  On  the  other  hand,  one  can  hard- 
ly tarn  over  the  leaves  of  a  medical  journal  without  encounter- 
ing instances  of  a  peculiar  style  of  research  which,  on  the  very 
face  of  it,  is  utterly  devoid  of  the  slightest  vestige  of  intrinsic 
worth.  The  nebular  speculations  of  some  departments  of  cere- 
bral anatomy  afford  plentiful  examples  of  this  unfruitful  delving 
of  the  imagination.  In  contradistinction  to  the  champions  of 
that  which,  without  the  least  intention  of  being  disrespectful,  we 
shall  designate  as  the  speculative  method,  we  have  another  class  of 
workers  who  hold  fast  to  facts  alone.  Sometimes,  it  is  true,  they 
are  obliged  to  seek  these  very  facts  in  a  labyrinth  of  uncertainty; 
bnt,  whether  reasoning  from  what  h  s  already  been  ascertained, 
or  making  quest  afler  material  for  the  construction  of  new  prem- 
ises, there  is  sense  in  their  endeavors. 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  the  worth  of  purely  anatomical  and 
pathological  studies,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  such  value  is 
more  abstract  than  concrete,  more  *  negative  than  positive.  Tt  is 
doubtless  of  use  to  an  individual  to  exhibit  to  him  his  limita- 
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lions;  this  is  the  chief  delight  of  the  pessimist;  still  the  optimist 
who  displays  the  active  possibi  I  ties  of  humanity  is,  on  the  whole, 
more  useful.  Pathological  anatomy  is  the  pessimistic  spokesman, 
while  induction  is  the  optimistic  prophet  of  medicine.  If  we 
are  to  advance  rapidly  along  the  road  of  practical  achievement 
through  the  agency  of  the  laboratory,  we  must  master  the  laws  oi 
Induction;  we  must  be  more  lucid;  we  must  be  more  direct;  we 
must  be  more  American. — JHew  York  Medical  Journal. 


^  Diphtheria  and  Manube-heaps. — As  there  seems  to  be 
some  danger  that  a  certain  individual  may  succeed  in  his  endeavor 
to  procure  legislation  that  will  throw  the  »gis  of  the  law  over 
his  manure-heaps  in  the  city  of  New  York,  it  will  not  be  amisa 
to  call  attention  to  one  of  the  special  dangers  arising  from  accu- 
mulations of  manure,  namely,  the  prevalence  of  diphtheria  among 
persons  living  in  their  vicinity.  In  a  recent  issue  of  the  British 
Medical  Journal^  Dr.  W.  E.  Steavensoo,  of  London,  having  had 
his  attention  directed  to  the  fact  that  a  writer  in  Lyon  Medical^ 
M.  Ferraud,  traces  some  relation  between  manure-heape  and  epi- 
demics of  diphtheria,  recalls  the  circumstance  that,  when  resident 
at  the  Children's  Hospital,  he  was  struck  with  the  frequency  with 
which  children  with  diphtheria  were  brought  in  from  the  mews. 
In  those  cases  the  families  occupied  the  rooms  over  the  stables. 
So  noticeable  was  the  connection,  he  says,  that  he  mentioned  the 
point  in  a  paper  on  diphtheria,  published  in  the  Medical  Times 
and  Gazette  in  February,  1883.  Not  only  did  the  children  suffer 
from  diphtheria,  but  there  was  reason  to  believe  that  the  dogs 
and  cats  that  frequented  the  mews  als.)  suffered  in  the  same  way, 
although  this  suspicion  was  not  confirmed  by  autoi>sie8,  as  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  the  bodies  of  the  animals  that  died  with 
throat  affections.  Some  districts  of  London  were  entirely  free 
from  diphtheria,  while  others  afforded  numerous  examples  of  the 
disease,  and  Dr.  Steavenson  thinks  it  would  be  interesting  to 
know  whether  the  localities  of  immunity  were  deticient  in  mews 
and  manure- heaps. 

There  is  much  that  is  uncertain  in  our  knowledge  of  the  chan* 
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Dels  by  which  infection  is  conveyed,  but  surely  it  may  be  said  of 
the  suggestion  of  a  connection  between  localized  outbreaks  of 
diptheria  and  accumulations  of  manure  that  it  rests  on  a  basis 
quite  substantial  enough  to  justify  the  Legislature  in  refusing  to 
endanger  the  public  \health  by  allowing  an  individual  to  submit 
the  question  to  the  test  of  perpetual  experiment. —  New  York 
Medical  Journal. 

EzPERiMENTAL  Yellow  Fever. — Dr.  Carlos  Finlay,  of  Ha- 
vana, has  published  the  results  of  several  experiments  he  has 
made  on  the  inoculability  of  yellow  fever.  He  performed  the 
operation,  or  rather  got  it  performed  for  him  by  mosquitos,  which 
he  caused  first  to  sting  a  patient  suffering  from  yellow  fever,  and 
shortly  afterward  a  healthy  person  who  was  to  be  (with  his  own 
consent^  of  course)  the  subject  of  the  experiment.  He  found  that 
the  disease  was  only  inoculable  from  the  third  to  the  sixth  day. 
V^hen  two  mosquitoes  were  employed,  so  that  a  double  dose  was 
given,  the  symptoms  of  the  experimental  disease  were  somewhat 
more  severe  than  when  only  a  single  mosquito  was  used.  Of 
eleven  cases  of  inoculation,  six  were  efficacious,  one  doubtful,  and 
four  negative.  The  period  of  incubation  varied  from  five  to 
fourteen  days;  the  symptoms  consisted  of  headache,  pyrexia,  in- 
jection, with  sometimes  an  icteric  tint  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  in 
some  cases' albuminuria.  The  fever  lasted,  as  in  the  ordinary 
form,  from  five  to  twenty-one  days.  The  author  believes  that 
this  method  of  producing  artificial  yellow  fever  will  ultimately 
be  found  very  valuable  as  a  prophylactic  against  the  natural  and 
dangerous  form  of  the  disease. — Lanoet.    . 


King  George's  Remedies. — "Reminiscences  of  the  Court 
and  Times  of  King  Ernest  of  Hanover"  have  just  been  pub- 
lished, and  are  very  interesting  reading.  They  contain  many 
surprising  and  characteristic  stories  of  the  crafty  old  king  when 
he  lived  in  England.  When  the  physic  arrived  that  the  doctors 
had  prescribed  for  him,  he  invariably  said,  "  Put  it  in  the  cup- 
board. 
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"Pat  it  in  the  cupboard ;*'  and  again  and  again  it  was,  "  Put 
it  in  the  cupboard.''  Not  one  drop  was  touched.  Starving  and 
patience  were  the  only  remedies  resorted  to.  At  last  His  Majesty 
got  his  good  turn,  and  began  to  feel  he  could  eat  again  with  a 
relish ;  and  by  degrees  natuie  flung  off  the  disorder,  whatever  it 
was,  which  had  run  its  course.  His  Majesty  was  up  and  dressed 
early,  and  at  business.  "  Get  all  those  bottles,  powders,  and  pill- 
boxes out  of  the  cupboard,'*  he  said,  "and  range  them  in  a  row 
round  the  room."  It  was  a  very  small  room,  and  they  almost 
made  a  circle  round  the  walls.  The  doctors  came  in  smirking 
and  smiling,  and  coni^ratulated  the  king  upon  being  up  again 
and  looking  so  well.  "Yes,  doctors,"  said  His  Majesty,  "  thank 
God,  it  is  so.  But  look  there— count  it  up;  don't  you  think  if  I 
had  taken  all  that  d — d stuff  I  should  have  been  dead  long  ago?" 
— Medical  World. 


Priority  in  Scientific  Discovery. — We  are  constantly  re- 
minded, in  contemplating  the  history  of  medicine  in  this  country, 
that  there  are  many  persons  in  the  profession  who  are  still  in 
ignorance  as  to  what  really  does  constitute  a  valid  title  to  priority 
in  scientific  discovery.  Now,  for  the  benefit  of  such  persons,  we 
would  observe  that,  just  as  the  Patent  Office  in  affairs  secular 
confers  an  inalienable  right  to  the  proprietorship  of  an  inven- 
tion, so  in  affairs  professional  the  prior  publication  in  a  reputable 
scientific  journal  of  a  discovery  or  improvement  entitles  the  pub- 
lisher of  such  article,  according  to  the  universal  usage  of  civil- 
ized nations,  to  full  and  absolute  priority.  Only  among  savages 
and  barbarians  can  the  credit  be  denied  such  a  person  without 
exciting  the  contempt  of  the  community, — N.  F.  Med.  Journal' 


The  Address  in  Medicine  Before  the  British  Med- 
ical Association. — It  is  announced  that  Dr.  J.  S.  Billings,  U. 
8.  A.,  has  been  selected  to  deliver  the  Address  in  Medicine  before 
the  next  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  in  place  of 
the  late  Prof.  Austin  Flint.  The  well-known  ability  of  Dr. 
Billings,  and  his  familiarity  with  general  medical  literature, 
makes  the  selection  one  eminently  proper. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


REVIEWS   AND  BOOK   N0TI0E8.  231 


§0vi^ws  »nd  jgooh  ^otins. 


A  Manual  of  the  Diseases  of  the  Skin.  By  Balmamno  Squire, 
M.B.,  London.  Surgeon  to  the  British  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  the 
Skin,  London,  England.  i6  mo.  pp.  194.  A.  N.  Marquis,  & 
Co.,  Clark  and  Adams  Sts.,  Chicago.    1886. 

"  My  design  has  been  to  supply  a  text-book  of  such  moderate 
dimensions  as  would  enable  it  either  to  serve  as  a  handy-book 
for  clinical  use,  or  to  answer  the  requirements  of  those  who,  en- 
gaged in  practice,  might  wish  to  acquire  a  systematic  knowledge 
of  the  subject.  While  therefore,  I  have  aimed  at  giving  a  full 
account  of  such  diseases  of  the  skin  as  occur  in  English  practice, 
I  have  purposely  omitted  all  mention  of  diseases  that  are  foreign 
to  this  counry." —  ^uthor^a  Preface, 

With  the  true  and  permanent  advancement  of  this  branch  of 
medicine  for  his  motive,  Mr.  Squire  has  produced  an  embodiment 
of  the  existing  knowledge  of  his  subject  that  will  long  remain  a 
Qseful  tribute  to  his  talent. 

His  unselfish  adaptation  of  the  classification  of  Willan,  and  his 
patieot  attention  to  the  details  of  points  of  diagnostic  moment, 
show  a  consideration  of  the  true  interests  of  science  that  has  won 
our  regard  almost  like  a  personal  kindness.  It  is  this  spirit, 
aided  by  a  capacity  for  original  observation,  that  has  awarded 
rational  medicine  her  most  signal  triumphs.  This  laudable  aim 
and  its  happy  attainment  will  not  fail,  we  are  sure,  to  secure  for 
this  book  a  degree  of  favor  with  American  practitioners  fully 
equal  to  that  which  it  enjoys  at  home.  The  modification  of  types 
of  diseases  incident  to  lodality  and  different  modes  of  life,  are  of 
course  to  be  considered.  If  our  remarks  may  assume  the  charac- 
ter of  a  suggestion,  we  should  anticipate  for  an  interleaved 
3bp 
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edition  of  the  work,  a  popularity  as  gratifying  to  its  publishers  as 
its  thoughtful  revision  would  prove  beneficial  to  every  physician 
desirous  of  further  attainments. 

Drainage  for  Health;  or  Easy  Lessons  in  Sanitary  Science. 
By  Joseph  Wilson,  M.D.  Second  Edition,  with  additions.  8  vo. 
pp.  74.     P.  Blakiston  &  Co.,  Publishers,  Philadelphia.     1886. 

This  author's  facility  of  expression,  and  his  just  perceptions 
mubt  render  his  work  of  efficient  service  in  instructing  both 
faculty  and  laity  on  a  topic  of  truly  vital  interest.  His  style  is 
worthy  of  high  commendation,  as  is  his  well-chosen  humor.  We 
cannot,  however,  omit  to  notice  the  inaccuracy  of  making  Pinu^ 
taeda  mean  ''  the  long-leaf  pine/'  since  it  is  uncomplimentary  to 
the  soil  of  our  malarious  districts  and  involves  the  writer  himself 
in  a  palpable  contradiction. 

His  ideas  of  the  diffusions  of  gases  seem  only  to  embrace  a 
consideration  of  their  specific  gravities,  and  of  the  effects  of  heat 
and  cold  in  disregard  of  Graham's  law  of  their  diffusion  and,  in- 
deed, of  a  most  obvious  physical  property.  The  absence  of  this 
factor  in  scientific  inquiries  into  the  problem  of  ventilation,  Tay- 
lor long  ago  pointed  out ;  and,  if  its  recognition  is  yet  a  technical 
matter,  we  submit  that  it  should  not  be.  The  strictures  on 
health  authorities  are  mildly  and  clearly  stated,  and  the  speedy 
enlargement  of  their  usefulness,  which  he  predicts,  we  trust  will 
not  be  long  delayed. 

The  publishers  have  performed  their  part  of  this  work  in  a 
most  pleasing  and  creditable  way. 

Fractures  and  Dislocations.  By  T.  Pickering  Pick,  F.  R.L.S., 
Surgeon  to,  and  Lecturer  on  Surgery  at  St.  George's  Hospital.  11- 
lustrated  with  93  Engravings.  Cloth,  16  mo.  pp.  524.  ;Lea 
Brothers  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

This  is"  one  of  the  number  of  Clinical  Manuals  whioh  are  so 
well  adapted  to  furnishing  essential  information  in  an  easily 
available  form. 

In  it,  this  gentleman  performed  the  uninviting  task  of  repeat- 
ing the  observations  and  the  procedures  of  others,  whioh  are 
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neither  ancient  or  neglected.  He  has  offered  us  a  plain^  com- 
prehensive and  interesting  treatise,  though  his  preference  for  the 
language  oi  conversation  has  led  him  into  a  few  of  its  inaccura- 
cies, which  displays  his  easy  conversance  with  the  literature  of 
bis  Hubject,  and  a  most  courteous  regard  for  the  disenting  opinions 
of  others.  His  acquaintance  with  American  writers  and  methods, 
and  nis  impartial  estimates  of  them  are  particularly  refreshing. 
We  strongly  recommend  this  manual  asacorrigent  to  the  bane- 
ful influences  of  preconceived  ideas. 

A  Manual  of  Ausculation,  and  Percussion  Embracing  the  Phy- 
sical Diagnosis  of  Diseases  of  theXungs  and  Heart,  and  of 
Thoracic  Aneurism.  By  Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  LL.D.  ?'ourth 
Edition.  Cloth,  12  mo.  pp.280.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Philadel- 
phia. 

The  present  edition  of  this  standard  hand-book  presents  the 
snbstantial  addition  of  two-score  pages  and  about  half-a-dozen 
splendid  diagramatic  figures.  1 

Of  its  now  classic  contents,  or  of  its  sententious  style  nothing 
need  be  said,  unless  it  be  that  in  this  regard  we  shall  miss  its 
author  the  mo«t;  for  of  the  many  who  will  seek  and  find,  we  fear 
there  will  come  few  that  will  tell  their  discoveries  in  his  match- 
less way. 


^diiari»L 


DAVIDSON  COUNTY  MEDICAL   SOCIETY., 

The  Davidson  County  Medical  Society  met  at  the  County  Court- 
room in  Nashville,  pursuant  to  a  call  from  the  President,  at  3  p.m., 
April  21st,  1886,  and  were  called  to  order  by  the  President,  W.  C. 
filackman,  M.D. 

There  were  present  the  following  members:  Drs.  W.  C.  Blackman* 
J.  B.  W.  Nowlin,  J.  Banyan  Stephens,  W.  P.  Jones,  W.  F.  Glenn, 
W,  D.  Haggard,  J.  G.  Sinclair,  James  B.  Stephens,  J.  Berrien  Linds* 
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ley,  Deering  J.  Roberts,  Ambrose  Morrison,  J.  D.  Wallis,  J.  R-  Har. 
well,  M.  H.  Bonner,  Jr.,  J.  E.  Harris,  Duncan  Eve,  W.  G.  Ewing, 
and  Paul  F.  Eve,  together  with  quite  a  number  of  other  physicans  of 
Nashville  and  Davidson  County. 

The  former  Secretary  being  absent,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Roberts,  W- 
E.  McCampbell  was  appointed  Secretary  pro  tern. 

The  President  then  read  the  following  brief  but  pointed  address, 
which  we  are  gratified  to  place  before  our  readers: 

*' Gentlemen — Having  called  this  meeting  in  the  name  of  the  Da- 
vidson County  Medical  Society,  it  is  proper  that  I  should  give  you  my 
reason.  Some  six  years  ago  the  Davidson  County  Medical  Society, 
for  reasons  known  to  most  of  you,  either  died  or  went  to  sleep,  and  as 
a  certificate  of  death  and  its  cause  has  never  been  furnished  the  Health 
Officer — so  proper  and  decent  burial  might  be  had  in  the  premises — I 
have  asked  this  assemblage  of  doctors  to  decide  whether  it  is  death,  or 
a  Rip  Yan  Winkle  sleep.  If  dead,  give  a  certificate  of  the  cause.  If 
asleep,  can  we,  with  either  a  cyclone  of  good  will  or  an  electric  current 
of  mutual  help,  rouse  the  comatosed  body  in  time  to  at  least  have  our 
dog  know  us? 

*'The  Society  has  by  its  long  inactivity  forfeited  its  claims  to  recog. 
nition  by  State  or  national  societies,  and  with  the  hope  that  as  a  resus- 
citated body  we  can  go  forward  in  mutual  help,  and  thereby  benefit 
our  fellows.  There  is  not  a  single  member  of  our  profession  who  would 
not  be  very  much  benefited  by  an  hour  or  two  spent  in  the  company 
of  his  fellows  once  a  month. 

"In  reforming  this  Society,  if  you  should  so  decide,  I  do  hope  your 
President,  whoever  he  may  be,  and  every  individual  member  will  avoid 
the  petty  spite  and  bickering  that  so  often  kills  the  societies  in  our  pro- 
fession. I  have  thought  of  many  things  we  might  discuss,  and  thereby 
forward  to  completion  matters  of  great  importance  to  us  as  doctors,  but 
of  more  importance  to  our  county  and  city.  As  an  example,  with  our 
population  of  60,000  to  70,000  in  the  city  proper  and  half  so  many 
more  in  the  county,  we  have  no  first-class  hospital  in  which  our  own 
diseased  and  wounded,  or  the  sick  of  fifteen  hundred  or  two  thousand 
students  who  come  here  year  after  year,  can  be  made  comfortable.  I 
mean  no  disparagement  to  your  City  Hospital,  but  who  of  us  would  go 
there,  if  sick,  if  we  could  avoid  it?  As  a  Society  we  might  work 
wonders  if  we  will  only  "work  the  harmonica" — not  politically,  but 
in  a  higher,  nobler  calling. 
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"Gentlemen,  you  now  have  my  reason  for  calling  you  together,  and, 
whDe  I  call  myself  President,  I  do  not  feel  that  it  is  much  honor  to  be 
President  of  a  Dead  or  Sleeping  Society." 

Dr.  D.  J.  Roberts,  in  a  few  remarks,  moved  to  return  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  President  for  the  address  and  for  the  interest  he  had  al- 
ways taken  in  the  Society.  This  motion  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 
Dr.  Roberts,  continuing,  stated  that  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety, the  State  Medical  Society  had  made  material  changes  in  its  Con- 
stitution and  By-laws;  and  that  as  it  was  important  that  this  Society 
should  identify  itself  with  the  State  Society,  and  place  itself  fully  in 
aligament  with  it,  he  had  drawn  up  a  new  Constitution  and  By-laws, 
which  he  had  submitted  ,to  all  of  the  members  that  he  could  see,  and 
that  he  would,  with  the  permission  of  the  Society,  read  the  amended 
Constitution,  and  they  could  alter,  amend,  or  adopt  it  as  it  was  read, 
article  by  article. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Cook  moved  to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  on  Consti- 
tution and  By-laws,  to  report  at  once.  Drs.  Roberts,  Cook,  and  Dun- 
can Eve  were  appointed. 

During  their  retirement.  Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley  was  called  upon, 
and  he  made  a  short,  earnest  address,  showing  how  much  advantage 
these  societies  were.  He  was  glad  to  witness  this  reorganization.  The 
profession  was  old  enough  in  this  county  and  city  to  take  hold  of  these 
things. 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  returned,  and  Dr.  Roberts  read  the 
Constitution  proposed*by  himself. 

Before  a  vote  was  taken.  Dr.  Cook  arose  and  wanted  to  know  if 
there  was  such  a  thing  now  as  the  Davidson  County  Medical  Society. 
There  had  been  a  number  of  years  before,  but  had  it  not  ceased  to 
exist?  He  did  not  see  any  need  of  being  in  a  hurry  in  the  matter  of 
adopting  the  Constitution,  unless  there  was  to  be  an  effort  to  appoint 
delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Society,  which  meets  soon  at  St. 
Louis.  Even  if  we  do  organize  this  afternoon,  you  have  no  right  to 
appoint  delegates. 

Dr.  Vertrees  rose  to  a  point  of  order  that  Dr,  Cook  was  irrelavent 
in  his  remarks,  and  that  there  was  no  question  as  to  the  existence  or 
non-existence  of  the  Davidson  County  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  W,  P  Jones  stated,  that  simply  a  failure  to  hold  regular  meetings 
for  an  indefinite  time  did  not  give  any  one  the  right  to  say  the  Society 
was  dead.     He  cited  the  instance  of  the  State  Society  being  for  four 
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years  in  a  state  of  "innocuous  desuetude"  during  the  late  civil  war, 
at  the  cessation  of  which  it  was  called  together  by  last  elected  Presi- 
dent, and  had  been  a  very  lively  corpse  ever  since. 

Dr.  Glenn  did  not  see  how  any  sensible  man  could  think  otherwise 
than  that  this  was  the  reorganization  of  the  old  Society.  The  David- 
son County  Medical  Society  had  adjourned  about  five  years  ago  with- 
out a  quorum,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  President.  That  call  had  been 
dirfy  made,  and  to  day  they  were  only  to  prepare  for  regular  meetings 
and  to  admit  new  members.  He  fully  concurred  that  it  was  quite 
timely  and  opportune  to  adopt  a  new  Constitution,  or  amendments  to 
the  old,  to  place  this  Society  fully  in  alignment  with  the  State  Medical 
Society. 

The  Constitution  as  read,  with  only  a  few  and  slight  amendments, 
was  adopted  unanimously.  For  the  benefit  of  our  readers,  and  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  we  have  had  frequent  and  numerous  requests  for 
a  form  of  Constitution  and  By-laws  for  county  societies,  we  publish 
it  in  full  as  adopted : 

Art.  l.—TiiU  of  the  Society, 

The  name  and  tide  of  this  organization  shall  be  The  Davidson 
CdUNTv  Medical  Society. 

Art.  II. — Objects  of  the  Society, 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  advancement  of  medical 
knowledge,  the  elevation  of  its  professional  character,  the  protection  of 
thi  professional  interests  of  its  members,  the  extension  of  the  bounds 
of  medical  science,  and  the  promotion  of  all  measures  adapted  to  the 
relief  of  suffering,  the  improvement  of  the  health,  and  the  protection 
of  the  lives  of  the  community. 

Art.  III.— The  Members  of  the  Society. 

Sec.  I.  The  members  of  this  Society  shall  consist  of  all  the  regular 
physicians  who  are  graduates  of  some  reputable  medical  school,  and 
of  such  regular  physicians  not  graduates,  but  who  may  have  a  license 
to  practice  medicine  from  some  recognized  medical  board,  or  may  have 
been  in  regular  practice  of  the  profession  of  medicine  and  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  and  who  are  in  good 
moral  and  professional  standing  in  the  place  where  they  may  reside, 
and  who  subscribe  to  this  Constitution  and  Bylaws  at  this  the  meeting 
of  re-organization  of  the  Society. 
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Sec  2.  At  any  subsequent  meeting  of  this  Society,  physicians  of  David, 
son  County,  or  counties  adjacent  thereto  in  which  there  is  no  Medical 
Society,  coming  under  the  restrictions  and  provisions  of  the  first  sec* 
don  of  this  article,  upon  recommendation  of  the  "Committee  on  New 
Members,"  may  be  elected  to  membership  by  a  three-fourths  vote  of 
the  members  present  If,  however,  any  member  present  submits  in 
writing  an  objection  to  the  admission  of  any  new  member,  said  appli- 
cation shall  lie  over  until  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  when 
he  may  be  elected  by  a  three-fourths  vote  of  the  members  present. 

Art.  IV.— ty  the  Officers. 

Sec.  I.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  two  Vice- 
Presidents,  and  a  Secretary  (who  shall  be  the  Treasurer),  and  a  Judicial 
Council,  who  shall  be  elected  by  ballot. 

Sec.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents  and  the  Secretary  shall  constitute  the 
"Committee  on  New  Members." 

Sec.  3.  The  Judicial  Council  shall  consist  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
Presidents  of  the  Society,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  cognizance  of, 
and  refer  to  the  Society  all  questions  of  an  ethical,  a  judicial,  or  per- 
sonal nature.  No  resolutions  or  questions  of  the  above  character  can 
be  discussed  by  the  Society,  unless  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Ju- 
dicial Council.  Any  member  feeling  himself  agrieved,  maltreated,  or 
i^ored  by  the  Judicial  Council  shall  have  the  right  to  appeal  his  case 
to  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  provided  it  be 
done  within  three  months  after  the  occurrence;  and  if  the  Judicial 
Council  of  the  State  Medical  Society  sustains  the  appeal,  it  shall  come 
before  the  Davidson  County  Medical  Society  for  discussion  at  the  next 
regular  meeting  of  the  Society,  after  notification  has  been,  received  by 
the  Society,  and  shall  be  decided  Hy  a  majority  vote  of  the  Society. 

Art.  V. — Discipline, 

Sec  I.  This  Society  shall  enforce  the  observance  by  its  members  of 
the  Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
the  Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  and  will  censure,  suspend,  or  ex- 
pel any  member  convicted  of  violating  its  provisions,  a  two-thirds  vote 
of  the  members  present  being  necessary  for  expulsion;  but  a  majority 
vote  of  those  present  being  sufficient  for  censure,  or  expulsion  for  a 
period  of  twelve  months  or  less. 

Sec.  2.  This  Society  will  also  enforce  the  regulations  of  the  State 
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Medical  Society  in  regard  to  County  Societies,  and  shall  have  the  right 
to  censure,  suspend,  or  expel  any  member  for  unprofessional  conduct, 
as  provided  in  the  preceding  section. 

Sec.  3.  Any  member  censured,  suspended,  or  expelled  shall  have 
the  right  to  appeal  to  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  State  Medical  Society; 
provided  the  said  appeal  be  filed  three  months  or  less  after  said  act  of 
censure,  suspension,  or  expulsion.  The  decision  of  the  Judicial  Coun- 
cil to  be  affirmed  or  annulled  by  the  State  Medical  Society. 

Sec.  4.  Members  of  this  Society  shall  be  debarred  from  consulting 
or  affording  the  privileges  of  professional  intercourse  with  any  member 
of  this,  or  any  other  Medical  Society  in  affiliation  therewith,  who  has 
been  expelled  for  professional  misconduct  or  violation  of  the  Code  of 
Ethics. . 

Sec.  5.  The  Society  will  adopt  a  fee  bill  of  minimum  charges  for 
professional  services  by  a  majority  vote  of  its  members  present,  which 
shall  be  subject  to  change  or  modification  at  any  time  by  a  like  vote. 

Art.  VI. — Meetings. 

Sec  I.  The  Society  shall  hold  regular  monthly  meetings  on  the  first 
Saturday  in  each  month,  and  such  other  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
transacting  any  business,  subject  to  the  call  of  the  President.  The 
President  will  issue  an  order  for  a  called  meeting  at  any  time  after 
three  days'  notice  by  any  three  members  of  the  Society.  Five  mem- 
bers shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Art,  VII. — Finances. 

Sec  I.  Funds  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Society  shall  be 
raised  by  an  assessment  on  the  members,  which  shall  not  exceed  three 
dollars  annually.  The  sum  to  be  assessed  shall  be  fixed  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Society,  which  shall  be  held  at  the  regular  meeting  in 
March  of  each  year,  and  at  which  meeting  the  election  of  officers  shall 
be  held. 

Art.  VIII. — Amendments  to  Constitution, 

Sec  I.  Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  this  Constitution 
shall  be  made  in  writing;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receives 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted;  but  if 
objection  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over  until 
the  next  regular  meeting,  when  it  may  be  adopted  by  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present. 
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BY-LAWS  OF  THE  DAVIDSON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  Offieers, 

Sec.  I.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve  order, 
24)point  the  special  and  standing  committees,  perform  such  other  duties 
as  custom  and  parliamentary  usage  may  require,  and  shall  deliver  an 
address  upon  some  medical  or  surgical  subject  at  the  annual  meeting  in 
March  succeeding  his  election. 

Sec.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents,  when  called  upon,  shall  assist  the  Pres- 
ident in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  during  his  absence  or  at 
his  request  one  of  them,  in  the  order  of  their  seniority,  shall  officiate 
in  his  place. 

Sec.  3.  The  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  correspondence  and  keep 
correct  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society.  He  shall  in  all 
cases  notify  the  chairmen  of  the  committees  of  their  appointments,  and 
request  them  to  answer  in  writing  whether  or  not  they  accept.  He 
shall  also  give  due  notice  of  the  annual,  monthly,  and  called  meetings. 
The  Secretary  shall  take  charge  of  the  minute  books  and  other  docu- 
ments of  the  Society  immediately  after  the  close  of  each  session,  and 
keep  them  during  the  intervals,  and  shall  also  have  charge  of  all  other 
papers  belonging  to  the  Society.  He  shall  also  as  the  Treasurer  receive 
all  moneys  belonging  to  the  Society  and  disburse  them  as  directed,  pre- 
serving vouchers  for  the  same.  He  shall  annually  present  a  statement 
of  the  finances  of  the  Society,  which  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three  members  to  be  audited.  He  shall  give  security  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  whenever  the  Society  shall  judge  it 
requisite. 

Art.  II. — Business. 

Sec.  I.  The  presiding  officer  will  appoint  at  the  beginning  of  each 
meeting  an  Executive  Committee  of  two  members  for  the  next  regular 
meeting,  whose  duties  shall  be  to  provide  for  the  next  regular  meeting 
by  the  appointment  of  members  of  the  Society  to  read  essays,  papers, 
deliver  addresses,  or  open  the  discussion  upon  some  definite  subject  or 
subjects  connected  with  medicine  or  surgery,  the  appointment  of  mem- 
bers and  their  duties  for  the  succeeding  meeting,  to  be  announced  by 
the  President  before  the  close  of  the  meeting.  Members  of  the  Exec- 
utive Committee  can  assign  themselves  to  the  above-mentioned  duties, 
as  well  as  other  members  of  the  Society. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


240  £i>iToaiAL. 


Art.  III. — Assessments, 

Sec.  I.  The  sum  of  one  dollar  shall  be  fixed  ts  the  assessment  for 
the  current  year.  This  sum  shall  be  paid  within  sixty  days  after  the 
organic  meeting,  or  within  that  time  after  the  election  to  membership, 
by  all  members  of  this  Society.  Failure  to  comply  with  this  provision 
forfeits  membership  in  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Glenn,  a  Committee  on  New  Membership,  con- 
sisting of  Drs.  W.  P.  Jones,  W.  M.  Vertrees,  and  W.  C.  Cook,  was 
appointed,  and  reported  the  following  names  of  gentlemem  whom  they 
heartily  recommended  for  membership:  R.  A.  Hardin,  W.  S.  Vertrees, 
E.  L.  Stephens,  H.  K.  Hiller,  J.  E.  Dixon,  W.  H.  Bunch,  J.  Y.  Craw- 
ford, C.  E.  Rust,  G.  W.  Hale,  John  W.  McAlister,  C.  W.  Patterson, 
J.  M.  Lindsley,  D.  C.  Day,  John  B.  White,  Will  F.  Arnold,  W.  W. 
Kinkead,  J.  M.  Coyle,  E.  F.  Meacham,  H.  A.  Sanders,  W.  H.  Bum- 
pass  G.  F.  CuUom,  W.  W.  Corbett,  J.  L.  Cain,  R.  L.  Hadley.  E.  D. 
Wright,  Ed.  De  La  Rue,  W.  E.  McCampbell. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Roberts,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Society  for  these  gentlemen  to  become  members. 

On  motion,  it  was  decided  to  go  into  the  election  of  officers,  by 
ballot. 

Drs.  J.  B.  W.  Nowlin  and  W.  C.  Blackman  were  nominated  for 
President;  and  Dr.  Nowlin,  having  received  a  majority  of  eleven  votes, 
was  declared  elected,  and  was  escorted  to  the  chair,  and  after  a  few 
brief  revaarks,  thanking  the  Society  for  the  honor,  presided  during  the 
remainder  of  the  meeting. 

Drs.  R.  A.  Hardin  and  Ambrose  Morrison  were  elected  Vice-Presi- 
dents, and  Dr.  Will  F.  Arnold,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Dr.  Roberts  moved  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  <<that  here- 
after all  officers  should  be  elected  by  ballot."    Adopted. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  W.  M.  Vertrees  and  W.  C.  Cook  as 
the  Executive  Committee  for  the  next  meeting.  They  reported  that 
the  work  of  the  next  meeting  would  consist  of  a  paper  on  Diphtheria 
by  Dr.  Roberts;  ^discussion  on  same  to  be  opened  by  Dr.  Blackman. 
Also  a  paper  on  Cholera  by  Dr.  J.  E.  Harris;  discussion  to  be  opened 
by  Dr.  James  B.  Stephens. 

Dr.  Duncan  Eve  moved  to  postpone  the  next  regular  meeting  until 
the  first  Saturday  m  June.  Adopted;  and  the  Society  adjourned  until 
that  date. 
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THE  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

We  earnestly  hope  and  sincerely  desire  to  see  gathered  in  the  great 
Metropolis  of  the  West,  on  the  morning  of  May  4th  inst,  a  large  and 
harmonious  body  of  the  representative  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  the  United  Stales.  From  the  locality  of  the  meeting,  the 
membership  will  predominate  lai'gely  of  Western  elements;  and  we  do 
not  think  it  Utopian  by  any  means,  to  say  that  we  feel  confident  that  it 
will  prove  the  equal  of  any  of  its  predecessors. 

It  has  been  the  custom  for  many  years  past  to  look  to  the  East  for 
all  ideas  of  advancement  and  progress  in  medicine  ^d  surgery — this 
is  a  mere  matter  of  circumstance,  and  not  due  by  any  means  to  locality 
or  section.  Many  of  the  brightest  minds  that  have  done  so  much  to 
give  prestige  and  brilliancy  to  the  great  Metropolitan  centres  of  the 
North-Eastem  States  first  saw  the  light,  and  had  reached  a  well- 
developed  manhood  before  they  were  drawn  from  their  distant  homes 
to  a  much  wider  field  and  greater  clinical  facilities,  in  the  more  con- 
centrated and  densely  crowded  centres.  Density  of  population  in 
later  years  in  the  West,  has  given  their  successors  an  ample  field,  and 
they  need  no  longer  reverse  **the  usual  order  of  the  celestial  bodies 
and  the  usual  course  of  empire." 

That  the  meeting  will  be  numerically  strong  we  have  no  doubt — its 
scientific  results  are  yet  to  be  seen ;  though  we  have  but  little  if  any  fears, 
that  the  great  strides  of  advancement  and  progress  made  by  the  great 
West  in  the  past  few  years  in  other  business  and  professional  lines, 
will  not  be  equalled  by  her  medical  men. 

Some  of  our  contemporaries  are  more  or  less  apprehensive  of  a  tur- 
bulent and  stormy  meeting.  The  Philadelphia  Polyclinic^  of  April  isth, 
has  the  following: 

'•Preparations  have  been  made  for  a  large  meeting,  as  it  is  expected 
that  the  attitude  of  the  Association  toward  the  International  Congress 
will  be  a  prominent  subject  for  discussion."  There  is  no  necessity  for 
this  whatever — not  the  slightest.  The  Association  at  its  meeting  last 
year  at  New  Orleans  appointed  a  Committee  to  arrange  this  matter. 
This  Committee  having  discharged  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  the 
duties  intrusted  to  it,  has  placed  the  authority  delegated  to  it  in  the 
hands  of  an  "Executive  Committee,"  transfering  all  the  further  man- 
agement of  the  proposed  Congress  to  this  Committee,  with  the  under- 
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sliding  that  their  action  should  not  be  subject  to  revision  or  alteration. 
We  can  see  no  more  necessity  for  the  St.  Louis  meeting  of  the  Associa. 
tion  discussing  the  9th  International  Congress,  than  the  8th,  the  7th, 
or  any  that  have  preceded  it.  The  time  for  discussion  is  past — ^the 
tin^fe  for  action  is  at  hand,  and  it  behooves  every  true  lover  of  Medical 
Science  on  this  continent,  to  put  his  hand  to  the  wheel,  and  do  his 
utmost  in  the  way  of  original  research,  and  scientific  investigation,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Congress,  rather  than  to  be  engaged  in  a  most  un- 
seemly wrangle  as  to  who  shall  preside  over  the  meeting,  its  sections, 
or  have  their  names  enrolled  in  a  nominal  way  as  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  Congress. 

We  hope  that  we  will  be  pardoned  for  reproducing  part  of  an  edito- 
rial in  our  last  July  number :  **  .  .  .  For  the  empty  honor  of  the 
hour,  of  a  Secretary  or  Chairman  of  a  Section,  Vice-president,  or  even 
President  of  the  Congress  itself,  limited  to  the  few,  is  not  to  be  com- 
pared to  the  more  lasting  and  (free  for  all)  honors  of  submitting  a  paper 
of  original  research  on  some  one  of  the  many  important  questions 
pertaining  to  Medical  Science  so  far  yet  from  being  definitely  settled. 
Neither  Kcch  nor  Pasteur  have  yet  presided  over  the  Congress,  yet 
like  Jenner,  their  names  will  be  household  words  throughout  the 
scientific  world  for  years  to  come." 

The  immortal  Flint,  who  would  have  done  so  much  to  honor  the 
Congress,  and  against  whom  we  have  heard  no  dissenting  voice,  can- 
not he  with  us,  and  we  can  but  feel  deeply,  sincerely  and  most  griev- 
ously his  loss — yet  the  Congress  still  lives,  and  there  need  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  finding  one  to  take  his  place  at  its  head — great,  aye,  almost,  if 
not  quite  impossible,  may  be  the  task  of  finding  one  to  supply  his  loss 
to  his  friends  and  the  science  he  so  loved,  so  honored  and  so  adorned. 
•  *te  Rat  est  mortl "     ''Vwele  Roil'' 

The  work  of  the  Association  at  St.  Louis  is  limited  to  the  addresses 
of  its  President,  Chairman  of  Sections,  and  the  essays  and  papers  that 
may  come  before  it,  together  with  such  other  questions  as  may  prop- 
erly arise  during  the  progress  of  the  meeting.  Its  work  as  an  as- 
sociation, in  connection  with  the  International  Medical  Congress,  is 
finished.     So  mote  it  be. 


Dom't  Read  This. — It  will  pay  you  to  try  Lactopeptine  in  dyspep- 
sia, as  it  is  the  best  anti-dyspeptic  remedy  ever  used. 

It  will  pay  you  to  try  Bromidia,  as  it  certainly  is  the  best  hypnotic. 
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It  will  pay  you  to  try  Celcrina,  «s  it  is  by  all  odds  the  best  nerve- 
tonic. 

It  will  pay  you  to  try  Listerine,  as  it  is,  without  doubt,  the'safest, 
most  pleasant,  and  best  anti-septic. 

It  will  pay  you  to  try  Peacock's  Bromides  in  epilepsy,  uterine  con- 
gestions, and  all  reflex  neuroses,  as  it  is  beyond  all  question  the  best 
nerve  sedative. 

It  will  pay  you  to  try  to  tise  only  pure  drugs,  and  genuine  makes  of 
manufacturers,  avoiding  all  substitutions,  imitations,  and^  ''just  as 
good"  preparations. 

It  will  pay  you  to  know  that  some  manufacturers  excel  in  the  manu- 
facture of  some  one  or  two  special  preparations  which  they  have  learned, 
by  long  experience  and  study,  to  make  better  than  any  other  manu- 
facturers. 

It  will  pay  you  to  designate  the  name  of  the  manufacturers  in  all 
your  prescriptions,  and  to  keep  your  eyes  open,  read  all  the  advertise- 
ments in  the  medical  journals,  look  out  for  your  reputation  by  trying  to 
get  hold  of  the  best  preparations. 


McIntosh  Combined  Galvanic  and  Farradic  Battery. — We 
have  been  using  one  of  these  batteries  for  the  past  twelve  months,  and 
can  say  without  hesitation  that  it  has  given  the  most  perfect  satisfaction 
— ^far  excelling  any  other  battery  we  have  ever  used.  It  is  always 
ready,  convenient,  easy  of  application,  and  requires  but  little  care  to 
keep  it  in  working  order.  The  results  from  its  use  have  been  most 
excellent.  Send  to  them  for  a  copy  of  their  illustrated  catalogue,  No. 
300  Dearborn  Street,  Chicago,  111  If  you  need  a  battery  of  any  kind 
try  one  of  theirs.    We  know  you  will  be  pleased. 


A  Compatible  Antiseptic. — Dr.  Baxter,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  in 
referring  to  antiseptics,  thus  commends  the  compound  Listerine : 

"  The  genial  compatibility  of  Listerine  with  so  many  standard  rem- 
edies of  the  Materia  Medica  gives  it  a  very  wide  range  of  applicability 
in  the  treatment  of  that  large '  class  of  cases  benefitted,  relieved  and 
cured  by  the  antiseptic  treatment.  It  has  served  me  well  in  gonorrhoea, 
catairh,  fistula  in  ano,  and  offensive  discharges  from  the  ear  and  uterus. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


244  EDITOBIAL. 

It  is  the  most  elegant  mouth  wash  I  have  ever  used,  and  for  dental  use 
must  prove  invaluable." 


Liquid  Peptomoids  with  Coca  supply  tissue  waste  quickly,  and 
without  the  ordinary  reaction  of  a  stimulant. 

Beef  Peptomoids,  says  Prof.  John  Attfield,  is  by  far  the  most  nu- 
tritious and  concentrated  food  I  have  ever  met  with. 

Carnrick's  Soluble  Food,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr  A.  Stutzer,  is  much 
better  for  nourishing  children  than  any  other  infants'  food. 

The  above  are  all  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Reed  &  Carnrick,  Mer- 
cantile Exchange  Building,  New  York. 


Dr.  McIntosh's  Natural  Uterine  Supporter  meets  the  wants  of 
.the  profession  more  perfectly  than  any  other  uterine  supporter  ever 
made.  This  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  during  the  past  fifteen  years 
more  have  been  sold  than  of  all  other  supporters  combined.  It  never 
fails  to  give  satisfaction,  even  in  the  most  difficult  cases,  where  any 
Instrument  of  this  kind  can  be  used. 


Messrs.  R.  A.  Robinson  &  Co.,  of  Louisville,  have  an  advertise- 
ment in  this  issue,  which  our  readers  should  not  neglect  to  read.  They 
invite  attention  to  two  very  important  preparations  manufactured  by 
them.  The  well-established  reputation  of  this  house  is  quite  sufficient 
a  guarantee  of  the  reliability  of  their  preparations. 


Weekly  Medical  Review. — We  desire  to  acknowledge,  with 
thanks,  the  very  handsome  invitation  of  the  Medical  Press  and  Library 
Associatiofty  who  have  in  charge  the  above  journal,  to  a  dinner,  to  be 
given  in  St.  Louis  on  Monday  evening.  May  3rd.  We  sincerely  hope 
to  be  there. 


Fucus  Marina. — I  take  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the 
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remedial  effects  of  Peacock's  Fucus  Marina.     I  am  better  pleased  with 
its  action  than  anything  I  have  ever  used  as  an  antidote  to  malarial 


poisonmg. 


J.  T.  Herndon,  M.D.,  Keysburg,  Ky. 


Lyon's  Tasteless  Preparations  of  Quinine. — As  the  malarial 
season  is  now  approaching,  our  readers  will  find  a  most  excellent 
preparation,  especially  for  children,  in  the  above.  We  have  tried  it, 
and  find  that  it  is  not  only  palatable,  but  is  reliable  in  its  effects. 


Association  of  American  Medical  Editors. — We  acknowledge 
.the  receipt,  from  the  Secretary,  of  an  invitation  to  attend  its  annual 
meeting,  on  Monday,  May  3td,  at  St.  Louis.  Thanks,  friend  Daniel^ 
we  will  try  and  be  there. 


Rio  Chemical  Co. — The  increasing  demand  for  their  goods  by  the 
medical  profession  in  foreign  countries  has  necessitated  the  Rio  Chem- 
ical Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  to  establish  offices  in  London  and  Paris. 


Cascara  Cordial,  as  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. , 
is  one  of  the  best  remedies  we  have  ever  tried  in  chronic  constipation. 
Don't  fail  to  read  their  advertisement  on  4th  cover  page. 


Notice  of  Removal. — Dr.  T.  Gaillard  Thomas  has  removed  from 
294  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York,  to  600  Madison  Avenue,  between  Fifty- 
seventh  and  Fifty  eighth  Streets. 
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"SOUNDINGS  FROM  THE  DOMAIN  OF  SlMILIA/* 


BY 
W.   M.   YEBTBEES,  M.D., 

Professor  of  Materia  Medioa  and  Therapeutics  in  the  Medioal  De* 
partment  of  the  University  of  Tennessee. 

Without  any  desire  to  farther  inflict  upon  the  publio  this  al- 
ready worn-out  subject,  I  will  state  that  whatever  I  may  say  is 
without  consultation  with  Dr.  Maddin  or  any  member  of  the 
A(»demy  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  or  the  consent  of  any  one 
else.  As  to  the  matter  of  difference  between  Dr.  Maddin  and 
Dr.  Dake,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  I  suppose  each  of  the  gentlemen 
feel  competent  to  defend  themselves.  I  propose  to  reply  only  to 
that  portion  of  Dr.  Dake's  article  which  has  reference  to  the 
distinctive  feature  of  homeopathy,  that  of  similars  as  a  cure.  If 
such  relationship  exists,  and  it  is  the  only  law  of  cure,  after  sixty 
years  of  progress,  as  Dr.  Dake  claims,  he  ought  to  be  able  to  ex- 
plain the  law  so  it  could  be  understood  by  the  leading  medical 
minds  of  the  age,  which  he  knows  is  not  the  case. 

With  a  few  exceptions  in  New  York,  Ft^U^delphia,  and  .other 
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large  cities,  NaBhville  included,  the  learning  and  the  talent  of 
the  medical  profession  ignore  the  existence  of  aimUia  as  the  law 
of  cure.  Not  one  in  twenty  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  even 
recognize  it  to  an  equal  extent  with  allopathy,  antipathy,  or  iao* 
pathy,  all  of  which  are  of  limited  application,  and  in  no  instance 
capable  of  being  demonstrated  as  a  law  of  cure.  The  assump- 
tion that  the  principle  of  homeopathy  can  be  demonstrated  is 
never  claimed  except  to  the  laity  and  supercred ulcus.  Why  are  the 
Doctor's  articles  always  through  the  secular  press,  or  his  argu- 
ments addressed  to  those  not  informed  in  medicine?  One  single 
proof  of  a  cure  not  capable  of  explanation  on  other  principles  than 
simUia,  will  be  accepted  as  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  law  of 
similars  in  that  case,  and  then  let  him  demonstrate  that  disease  is 
a  unit,  and  his  case  is  made  out.  He  can  easier  make  charges  on 
the  regular  profession  than  he  can  defend  such  absurdities,  and  it 
is  here  that  his  adroitness  so  well  eml)ellishes  homeopathy. 

During  the  existence  of  homeopathy  it  has  done  little  else  than 
amuse  the  scientific  world  with  vagaries  on  the  attenuation 
and  divisibility  of  drugs,  which  they  have  pushed  beyond  the 
computation  of  figures,  or  the  comprehension  of  any  human  rea- 
son, not  endowed  with  an  attenuation  according  to  the  homeo- 
pathic centesimal  rule.  For  awhile  the  regular  profession  could 
only  look  on  and  laugh.  This  they  were  able  to  stand,  but  re- 
cently they  are  laughing  at  each  other,  and  bad  blood  is  up. 

In  a  paper  presented  to  the  International  Homeopathic  Con- 
vention, London,  England,  July,  1881,  by  Dr.  J.  P.  Dake,  of 
this  city,*a  copy  of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive,  he  says 
(page  35):  '^  Looking  back  over  the  history  of  drug  attenuation, 
and  considering  its  original  object  and  its  efiects  upon  drug  matter 
and  drug  power,  I  discover  nothing  to  necessitate  or  warrant  the 
pushing  of  the  process  to  the  extent  advocated  by  Hahnemann  in 
his  old  age,  and  especially  as  practiced,  after  various  nonsensioal 
methods,  by  some  of  his  followers  since.  ...  Its  general 
acceptance  would  serve  to  wipe  out  confidence  in  the  osefnlnesa  of 
medicine,  and  to  hand  the  art  of  healing  over  again  to  the  myste- 
ries and  mummeries  of  magic  and  legerdemain.'' 

Now,  Doctor^  are  you  not  using  at  this  time  attenuations  up  to 
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30th  X.y  and  are  there  not  homeopaths  dealing  out  the  200th  C. 
dilations  in  this  city  ?  If  you  will  take  trouble  to  explain  to  the 
Bannm^%  mummy  what  quantity  of  medieine  the  patient  will  re- 
ceive in  a  doee  of  30  decimal  or  200  oentesimal,  and  he  doesn't 
manifest  some  degree  of  amusement,  it  will  be  evidence  that  he 
must  have  died  in  a  fit  of  stupor.  But  you  say  the  doee  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  principle  of  homeopathy;  that  medicine  ie 
not  increased  in  power  uniformly  by  reducing  it  decimally  or 
centeeimally ;  or,  in  other  words,  you  discard  the  principle  of 
high  potency,  but  adhere  to  low  potency,  denying  the  truth  of 
the  dynamisation  theory  in  reference  to  high  potency,  but  divide 
your  medicine  according  to  the  decimal  plan,  and  attaching  more 
homeopathic  power  to  the  10th  dilution  than  the  4th  or  6th.  If  the 
4th  is  not  homeopathic,  by  what  law  of  reason  or  logic  is  it 
proved  that  by  this  course  it  becomes  homeopathic  in  the  8th  and 
10th,  if  not  by  dynamisation?  The  first  dilution  is  one-tenth^ 
not  homeopathic;  the  second  is  100,  not  homeopathic;  the  next 
1,000,  not  homeopathic;  next  10,000,  not  homeopathic;  fifth, 
100,000,  not  homeopathic;  sixth,  1,000,000,  not  homeopathic; 
seventh,  10,000,000,  not  homeopathic;  eighth,  100,000,000,  eureka, 
homeopathic. 

Now,  Doctor,  why  have  you  got  the  "X"  or  "C*  attached  to 
your  preparations,  if  it  does  not  mean  division  by  10  or  100, 
and  that  some  principle  of  homogeneiety  is  attached  to  the  degrees 
of  attenuation ;  and  if  rimilia  resides  in  the  proper  quantity, 
and  you  should  give  one-millionth  part  of  a  grain  too  much,  or 
laok  a  few  hundred-thousandth  parts  of  a  grain  of  giving  enough^ 
what  would  be  the  efiect?  If  ten  grains  of  ipecac  vomits  a  pa- 
tient when  he  is  well,  and  he  is  sick  and  vomiting  you  would 
give  him  ipecac  to  arrest  the  vomiting,  suppose  you  g^ve  too  small 
a  doee— -and  I  suppose  such  a  thing  could  occur  in  homeopathy — 
what  would  be  the  result?  Is  the  homeopathic  action  increased 
or  diminished  by  this  mistake?  Medicines  act  diffisrently  in  dif- 
ferent doses.  As  you  adopt  the  metric  system  in  the  divisibility 
of  medicines,  is  it  not  the  intention  to  create  the  idea  that  timilia 
18  attained  at  a  certain  d^ree  of  attenuation?  You  are  constantly 
harping  on  the  excessive  doses  of  the  regular  school.    On  page 
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18  of  your  Loiidon  article,  yoa  give  HahDemaon's  theory  before 
yoQ  say  he  lost  his  reason  in  these  words  t  ^^That  drug  power  may 
be  developed,  but  not  increased,  by  attenuation/'  Was  not  this 
theory  taught  and  practiced  by  the  regular  school  before  Hahne- 
mann was  bom,  and  is  it  not  taught  and  accepted  by  every  intelf 
ligent  physician  in  the  land  at  the  present  time?  If  this  is  cor- 
rect— and  you  say  it  is — explain  why  is  it  necessary  that  you 
shou^ld  attenuate  by  tens,  hundreds,  thousands,  and  millions. 
Is  there  no  degree  of  force  between  one  and  ten,  between  ten  and 
one  hundred,  between  one  hundred  and  one  thousand,  and  so  on  ? 
D^g  force  is  not  increased,  but  developed,  by  attenuation ;  and 
yet  you  adopt  the  methods  of  those  you  denounce  as  lunatics  and 
fanciful  theorists,  that  of  decimals.  I  suppose  you  will  agree 
that  the  proper  medicine,  in  the  proper  quantity,  at  the  proper' 
time,  is  the  correct  practice.  Now,  if  you  do  not  settle  the  action 
by  mathematics,  what  is  your  method  of  arriving  at  the  homeo- 
pathic dose?  Do  you  use  your  judgment,  acquired  by  the  study 
of  disease  and  medicine  ?  If  so,  do  not  all  other  physicians  do 
the  same  thing?  You  have  not  only,  so  far  as  the  profession  can 
observe,  carried  the  fanciful  theory  of  Hahnemann,  when  he  was 
old  and  crazy,  into  dynamissation  so  far  as  medicine  is  concerned, 
but  into  the  realms  of  reason  and  logic.  If  you  believe  there  is  bat 
one  law  of  cure,  that  of  similia,  are  you  not  compelled  to  search 
in  its  narrow  limits  for  resources  to  relieve  the  sick,  subordinat- 
ing reason,  logic,  investigation,  and  everything  else  that  enlarges 
human,  understanding,  to  this  miserable  little  spawn  of  a  cracy 
old  man,  without  any  of  the  attributes  of  law  that  nineteen-twen- 
tieths  of  the  profession  can  understand  ? 

With  no  accord  in  regard  to  the  appreciation  of  this  law. among 
its  advocates,  with  no  settled  standard  of  therapeutical  agents, 
with  doses  given  by  different  members  of  this  school  for  the 
same  disease,  differing  many  millions  of  degrees  in  attenuation 
of  force,  based  upon  fanciful  theories  ol  the  mode  of  action  of 
drug  matter,  and  the  indications  for  their  use  obtained  by 
testing  drug  force  on  well  subjects,  is  it  any  wonder  that  the 
mass  of  the  profession  should  torn  in  disgust  from  such  a  ques-* 
tion? 
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The  last  theory  of  HahnemanQ  was  that  the  medicinal  force  of 
a  drug  was  not  in  proportion  to  the  nnmber  of  its  drug  mole- 
culeSi  bat  dependent  rather  upon  the  quality  and  ezpansiveness 
of  its  in-dwelling  spirit.  The  use  of  water,  alcohol,  and  sugar 
of  milk,  in  making  attenuations,  was  to  hold  the  disembodied 
and  expanded  spirit  of  drug  matter,  and  the  use  of  the  mortar, 
pestle,  and  the  saocussion  bottle  has  been  to  break  the  material 
tenements  of  the  imprisoned  spirits,  and  exalt  the  medicinal 
power,  and  truly  spiritt^alize  the  dynamic  property, 

Korrakoff  maintained  the  existence  of  an  aura,  or  dynamic 
something,  so  extended  beyond  the  drug  molecules  as  to  impart 
the  medicinal  power  to  every  drop  of  water  or  pill  of  sugar  in  a 
vessel,  however  large,  in  which  it  is  placed. 

Lutz's  theory  was  that  a  certain  property,  generally  termed 
animal  magnetism,  is  imparted  by  the  hand  to  the  doses  em- 
ployed, after  medicinal  matter  is  much  removed  by  succussion 
and  dilution. 

Buchannon's  theory  is,  as  long  as  the  qualitative  relation  of 
the  atom  is  not  changed,  every  atom  remains  the  inexhaustible 
spring  of  the  dynamid. 

Dr.  Lawton's  theory  in  defense  of  high  potencies  is,  without 
decomposition  there  is  no  force.  When  we  have  reached  the  lim- 
its of  molecular  divisibility  in  drug  substance,  decomposition  is 
complete,  and  at  this  point  therapeutic  action  begins,  which  can 
be  transmitted  indefinitely,  at  the  same  time  having  a  thera- 
pedtio  action,  exhibiting  all  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  com- 
pound substance  from  which  it  has  been  developed.  The  advo- 
cates of  these  theories  are  about  equally  divided,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  be;  and  yet  the  law  of  simUia is 
applied  through  a  therapeutics  or  pharmsBoIogy  based  upon  the 
use  of  remedies  prepared  under  one  of  these  ideas  of  medicinal 
forces.  The  asumption  that  similia  obtained  in  the  dose  neces- 
sary to  procure  the  symptom  that  is  to  guide  you  in  its  applica- 
tion, is  notconteuded  for  by  the  the  homeopathists.  The  quantity 
is  to  be  reduced;  it  is  the  reduction  that  endows  it  with  similia, 
or  makes  it  homeopathic.  In  the  same  dose  it  would  be  isopathy^ 
bat  an  isopathic  impression  would  not  be  homeopathy,  and  hence 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


262  OBiaiKAL  CX)MHirNICATIONB— VEBTBESS. 

homeopathy  is  attenuated  isopathy.  In  a  large  doee  it  woold 
keep  up  the  impression  that  you  desire  to  remove ;  reduce  it  and 
it  becomes  homeopathic.  Now,  would  it  not  be  more  logical  to 
say  it  was  the  same  impression  in  a  reduced  degree,  and  was 
really  isopathic  ?  What  is  the  evidence  that  it  has  become  homeo- 
pathic? You  say  by  experimentation.  This  only  proves  that 
smaller  doses  of  a  medicine  that  vomits  a  well  person  will  ar- 
rest vomitinji;  in  a  sick  person  is  no  evidence  that  it  is  homeo- 
pathic. Evidences  of  its  isopathic  action  were  proven,  but  in 
smaller  doses  it  becomes  homeopathic  is  an  assumption,  a  mere 
metaphysical  warp  to  weave  the  mystical  and  fancifu/  ideas  of 
dynamization,  high  potencies  and  low  potencies,  decimal  and 
centesimal  dilutions,  suooussions  and  triturations  into  a  system 
that  is  so  plain  that  even  the  layman  can  apply  it.  In  the  first 
place,  it  cannot  be  proven  that  the  homeopathic  law  exists.  That 
doctors  styling  themselves  homeopathists  do  cure  diseases,  I  will 
not  deny ;  but  that  it  is  done  through  the  operation  of  homeo- 
pathic law  is  quite  a  different  thing.  The  effort  that  they  make 
to  prove  a  distinctive  and  different  law  of  cure  is  simply  absurd. 

It  is  precisely  the  methods  adopted  by  all  other  classes  of  men 
who  wish  the  honor  and  profits  of  a  profession  without  the  study 
and  training  necessary  to  comprehend  it  in  all  its  bearings,  and 
will  as  assuredly  meet  the  same  destruction  that  has  overwhelmed 
all  other  dogmas  and  pathies  that  have  risen  up  to  obstruct  the  on- 
ward march  of  a  noble  and  honorable  profession. 

Dr.  Enloe,  with  none  of  the  adroitness  and  trained  caution  of 
Dr.  Dake,  practically  abandons  the  exdusivenees  of  the  homeo- 
pathic law.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  it  would  be  fair  to 
quote  the  latter  gentleman's  assertion  against  Dr.  Dake,  for  he  has 
deserted  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  He  claims  to  let  no  pent-up 
Utica  contract  his  therapeutics,  but  with  professional  omniferosity 
gulps  down  homeopathy,  antipathy,  isopathy,  allopathy,  killo- 
pathy,  and  make-apathy,  if  there  are  any  not  satisfied  with  his 
liberality.  If  he  is  not  an  unvulcanized  India-rubber  doctor, 
what  is  he  ? 
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THE  PRESIDENT'S  ADDRESS. 


Delivered  before  the  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ameri^ 
can  Mediecd  Asaodationj  Tuesday^  May  4,  1886. 


BY 
WILLIAM  BBODIE,  M.D.,   DETBOIT,   MICH. 


OenUemen  of  the  Ameriocm  Medical  AaeoeiaUoni — ^With  great 
pleasure  I  ooDgratulate  you  on  your  coming  together  to  renew 
old  friendships,  to  make  further  aoquaintances,  and  to  add  to  the 
general  storehouse  of  medical  information,  thus  demonstrating  to 
our  fellow-citizens  that  the  medical  profession  is  not  only  in- 
terested in  its  own  welfare,  but  also  in  theirs. 

We  have  reason  to  be  thankful  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
universe  that  no  epidemic  disease  has  devastated  our  land,  and, 
with  but  few  local  exceptions,  that  a  general  state  of  health  has 
existed.  We  have  also  to  be  thankful  that  so  many  have  been 
spared  to  again  meet  in  council  and  demonstrate  our  vitality  as 
an  association.  Yet  with  all  these  blessings  showered  upon  us, 
Death  has  been  within  our  ranks,  and  some  of  our  honored  ones 
have  yielded  to  his  sceptre.  It  is,  therefore,  with  sadness  that  I 
refer  to  the  decease  of  Drs.  W.  K.  Bowling,  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  Penn.,  and  Austin  Flint,  Sen.,  of 
New  York  City,  during  the  past  year,  ex-Presidents  of  this  As- 
sociation. 

Dr.  Bowling  first  identified  himself  with  the  Association  in 
1853,  and  from  that  time  to  his  death  was  one  of  its  firmest 
firiends.  In  1861  he  founded  the  '^  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine 
a/nd  Surgery,^'  which  he  sustained  for  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
The  same  year  he  assisted  in  founding  the  Medical   Department 
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of  the  University  of  Nashville,  and  was  elected  Professor  of 
Practice  and  Institutes  of  Medicine.  Deeply  interested  in  public 
education  J  in  1863  he  delivered  the  oration  upon  the  occasion  of 
laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  first  public  school  building  in 
Nashville.  In  1866  he  was  elected  Third  Vice-President  of  this 
Association.  In  1861,  he  was  sent  as  peace  ambassador  from  the 
State  of  Teonessee  to  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of  Kentucky. 
In  1867  he  was  elected  First  Vice-President ;  in  1873,  President 
of  the  Association  of  Medical  Editors,  and  in  1874,  President  of 
the  American  Medical  Association. 

Hia  contributions  to  medical  literature  are  to  be  found  in  the 
journal  of  which  he  was  editor.  He  was  never  negative,  but 
always  positive  in  the  views  and  opinions  he  advanced.  In 
1876,  he  was  appointed  by  his  State  a  member  of  the  Interna- 
tional Medical  Congress  of  1876,  which  met  in  Philadelphia. 

Ab  an  editor,  it  was  said  of  him,  he  never  kept  his  printer 
waiting  for  copy  or  money,  and  the  greatest  living  m<edical  critic 
said  of  him  in  his  journal:  '^A  man  of  genius  as  well  as  learning, 
of  the  true  poetic  temperament,  he  has  written  some  of  the  most 
brilliant  articles  in  our  medical  annals." 

He  was  a  scholarly  man  and  a  beloved  physician.  As  a  teacher 
he  waa  worshipped  by  his  classes,  and  when  declining  years 
warned  him  of  his  approaching  end,  he  retired  to  his  summer 
home,  Monteagle,  in  the  Cumberland  mountains,  for  rest  and 
recreation.  But  so  devoted  was  he  to  his  profession,  the  suffer- 
ings of  a  little  child  appealed  to  his  benevolent  heart  and  was 
his  last  patient.  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  a  noble,  generous- 
hearted  man,  loving  his  profession  and  his  God. 

John  Light  Atlee:  We  find  his  name  first  registered  in  1848, 
aa  a  delegate  from  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. From  that  time  to  his  elevation  as  President,  in  1882, 
he  was  in  almost  constant  attendance  upon  its  meetings  and  was 
always  one  of  its  firmest  supporters. 

The  code  of  ethics  was  to  him  as  an  injunction  from  the  Most 
High,  and  he  considered  this  Association  as  the  embodiment  of 
perfection. 

Ib  1829|  at  the  age  of  21  years^  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
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medicine  in  his  native  town,  where  he  resided  until  his  death, 
October,  1886. 

Surgery  was  Kis  element,  and  in  this  department  of  medicine 
he  achieved  his  reputation.  He  was  prominent  as  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  this  country  for  the  successful  operation  of  ovariotomy. 
This  alone  entitles  his  memory  to  a  grateful  recognition  by  the 
American  medical  profession.  My  first  acquaintance  with  him 
began  in  1866,  when  he  took  an  active  interest  as  a  delegate  from 
bis  native  city.  He  was  a  tall,  slender-looking  man,  with  a  clear 
and  expressive  countenance,  indicative  of  firmness  and  confidence 
in  the  truth  of  his  convictions,  ardent  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge ; 
he  was  neither  obsequious  to  men  nor  submissive  to  opinions 
which  he  thought  hostile  to  the  best  interests  of  his  profession. 
He  was  opposed  to  anything  that  savored  of  quackery,  and  be- 
lieved that  medicine  was  a  science,  and  based  upon  fundamental 
principles. 

He  was  a  physician  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  term,  taking  an 
interest  in  every  department. 

He  had  the  confidence  of  the  profession  in  his  home  and  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  asevinced  by  his  large  consulting  practice. 

He  left  a  record  of  2,126  important  surgical  operations,  and 
attended  3,264  cases  of  parturition,  all  independent  of  hospital 
or  college  connection,  and  were  exclusively  private. 

His  practice  embraced  a  period  of  sixty-five  years,  and  con- 
tinued till  a  few  days  before  his  death.  Though  advanced  to  his 
86th  year,  he  retained  the  vigor  of  manhood  to  such  a  remark- 
able degree  as  to  appear  to  strangers  as  a  man  of  only  threescore 
years  and  ten.  Of  him  it  can  be  said,  correct  business  habits 
enabled  him  to  accumulate  a  handsome  fortune.  At  the  same 
time,  he  did  a  large  amount  of  unrequited  and  benevolent  labor. 
Not  unmindful  of  his  honor  as  a  man,  he  never^  sought  to  en- 
hance his  own  popularity  by  depreciating  that  remuneration  for 
services  to  which  every  honorable  physician  is  justly  entitled. 

Dr.  Atlee  was  a  constant  and  devoted  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  and  adorned  the  doctrine  he  professed  with  reverent  ac- 
knowledgment and  an  abiding  faith.  He  came  to  his  '^  grave  in 
full  age,  like  as  a  shock  of  corn  cometh  in  its  season. '^ 
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Austin  Flint,  Sen.,  died  March  13,  1886,  at  his  residenoe  in 
New  York  City,  of  cerebral  apoplexy.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Association,  being  present  as  a  delegate  from  the 
Erie  Ck)unty  Medical  Society  of  New  York,  at  the  initial  meet- 
ing in  1847.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  committee  ^^Upon  a 
Uniterm  and  elevated  standard  of  the  requiiements  for  the  De- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Medicine  by  all  the  Medical  Schools  of  the 
United  States/'  This  report  was  exhaustive  on  the  subject,  and 
the  resolutions  appended,  with  only  one  slight  amendment,  were 
unanimously  adopted,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  advanced 
requirements  of  the  present  day. 

During  his  membership  he  gave  several  valuable  papers  to  the 
Association.  Among  the  most  prominent  were  those  on  Practi- 
cal Medicine,  Materia  Medica  and  Physiology,  Cerebral  Symptoms 
in  Heart  Disease,  Clinical  Study  of  Heart  Sounds,  Pathology  of 
Diabetes,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Variations  in  Pitch  in  Percussion. 
His  address  on  Medicine  and  Medical  Progress  in  the  United 
States,  before  the  International  Medical  Congress  of  1876,  in 
Philadelphia,  and  his  address  as  President  of  the  Association,  in 
1884,  were  especially  able.  In  the  latter  address  he  presented 
the  suggestion  of  inviting  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Con- 
gress to  meet  in  this  country,  at  its  Capital,  Washington. 

From  his  youth  up.  Dr.  Flint  was  an  indefatigable  laborer  in 
the  field  of  medical  science.  His  reputation  as  a  teacher  and 
author  was  world-wide.  Conscientious  in  his  relation  to  the  pro- 
fession he  so  fondly  loved,  and  to  the  public,  his  recognition  of 
the  code  of  ethics,  as  exemplifying  the  honorable  relations  of  the 
profession  towards  one  another  and  to  their  constituents,  elevated 
him  to  the  position  of  the  true  gentleman. 

In  his  death  we  have  lost  a  bright  star,  and  the  International 
Medical  Congress,  for  which  he  was  selected  (I  may  say  unani- 
mously )  as  its  presiding  officer,  must  mourn  his  sudden  demise. 
Few  men  have  been  so  justly  eminent  and  yet  so  widely  beloved 
and  admired.  His  works  are  the  expression  of  his  experience 
and  observation,  and  have  been  received  by  his  professional 
brethren,  not  only  at  home,  but  abroad,  as  standard  authority.. 
The  British  Medical  Association  was  honored  by  his  aooeptanoe 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


OJUGINAL   OOMMUNIOiLTIONS — BBODIE  267 

of  their  invitation  to  deliver  the  address  on  Medicine  at  their 
next  meeting,  thus  demonstrating  the  appreciation  with  which  he 
wa&held  abroad.  With  such  a  reputation  as  he  had  achieved,  it 
may  well  be  said,  ''To  die  is  noble.'' 

The  past  generatioip  of  the  great  men  of  our  profession  are  fast 
fiiding  awaj.  The  seats  they  have  so  honorably  filled  in 
this  Association  are  beooming  vacant — may  we  indulge  the 
hope,  to  be  again  filled  by  those  of  the  present,  who  will  so  well 
reprasent  their  honor  and  professional  integrity,  that  future  gen- 
erations may  say  of  them,  their  mantle  has  fallen  upon  deserving 
merit. 

It  is  my  purpose  in  addressing  you  at  this  time  to  confine  my- 
self chiefly  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  progress,  interest  and 
welfiure  of  this  Association.  Although  I  may  seem  to  tread  in 
the  footsteps  of  my  predecessor,  Dr.  Flint,  in  his  address  at 
Washington,  and  the  subject  may  seem  fiimiliar,  yet  I  have  an 
entirely  difierent  object  in  view.^ 

When  the  first  National  meeting  of  the  profession,  under  the 
call  of  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society,  was  held  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  May  6,  1846,  Dr.  I.  Hays,  of  Philadelphia, 
moved,  and  it  was  resolved, "  That  it  is  expedient  for  the  medical 
profession  of  the  United  States  to  institute  a  National  Medical 
Association  for  the  protection  of  their  interesta;  for  the  mainten- 
ance oi  their  honor  and  respectability ,  for  the  advancement  of 
their  knowledge  and  the  extension  of  their  usefulness.''  Upon 
thia  broad  foundation  has  arisen  the  largest  representative  med- 
ical association  known  to  history. 

At  this  gathering  one  hundred  and  twenty  medical  men  met  in 
ooosultation.  They  fully  endorsed  the  resolutions  presented  by 
Dr.  Hays;  they  also  recognised  the  necessity  of  a  united  profes- 
sion, and  in  order  to  attain  this  great  end  they  resolved  that  a 
committee  of  three  members  should  be  appointed  to  report  a  plan 
of  organijsation  at  a  future  meeting  to  be  held  in  Phiadelpbia  the 
first  Tuesday  in  May,  1847. 

They  also  recognized  that  principle  was  one  thing  and  conduct 
another,  and  that  the  QoU^en  Rule,  however  sound  and  correct, 

^See  Organizatioii  Amerioan  Medical  AMooiation.    Preliminary  Yolome. 
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failed  in  practice ;  that,  however  good  the  intention,  experience 
bad  Bhowo  that  written  rules  and  regulations  were  of  much  more 
binding  force  than  abstract  reasoning  and  even  Divine  Law. 
They  therefore  deemed  it  essential  that  the  entire  medical  profes- 
sioD  in  the  United  States  should  be  governed  by  the  same  code  of 
etbtcSj  and  to  that  end  a  committee  was  appointed  to  report. 

The  question  of  the  union  of  teaching  and  licensing  in  the 
same  hands  was  also  considered.  It  was  believed  to  be  wrong  in 
principlu  and  liable  to  great  abuse  in  practice.  Instead  of  coo- 
ferriog  the  right  to  licence  on  medical  colleges  and  State  and 
county  medical  societies  (as  was  then  the  custom),  it  waa 
deemed  be^t  that  it  should  be  restricted  to  one  Board  in  each 
State^  a  principle  now  fully  recognized,  and  practically  carried  oat, 
by  tbe  State  of  Illinois.  This  was  referred  to  a  committee  to  report. 

The  subject  of  urging  upon  the  several  State  governments  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  registration  of  marriagce,  births  and 
deaths,  was  favorably  considered,  and  referred  to  a  committee. 

They  also  considered  the  necessity  of  a  proper  nomenclature  oi 
diseases,  adapted  to  the  United  States,  with  reference  to  a  general 
registration.     This  was  also  referred  for  report. 

According  to  the  best  information  J  can  obtain,  only  fouroi 
these  pioneers  of  this  Association  are  now  living.  To  them  this 
Aesociation  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  whioh  can  never  be  paid 
Of  these  lour,  two  have  been  honored  by  the  Pr^idency — Dr, 
A.  Still6  and  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis.  Drs.  Alonzo  Clark  and  Lewis  P 
Bush  are  the  other  two.  All  have  reached  their  three  soor< 
years  and  t^n. 

The  convention  of  1846  adjourned  to  meet  in  Philadelphii 
May  bt  1847.  Twenty-two  States  and  the  District  of  Colnmbii 
were  represented  at  that  meeting  by  two  hundred  and  forty-sevei 
delegates.  Considering  the  modes  of  traveling  at  that  day  il 
was  a  large  representation  of  the  profession  of  our  country,  aoc 
agaio  showed  the  interest  in  the  organization  of  this  Association 
At  thig  meeting  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  organiz&tioo 
of  the  American  Medical  Association  was  adopted.  Dr.  John 
Watson^  of  New  York,  chairman,  and,  what  is  remarkable,  standi 
with  but  slight  changes  as  the  present  constitution.    . 
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The  report  of  the  oommittee  upon  a  uniform  and  elevated 
standard  of  requirements  for  graduation  in  medicine^  which 
was  adc^tedy  called  the  attention  of  the  profession  to  the  necessity 
of  a  more  rigid  examination  and  a  higher  degree  of  preliminary 
education.  The  Educational  Department  at  once  recognized  the 
value  of  the  suggestion,  and  to  day  we  find  the  medical  schools 
giving  more  attention  to  the  quality  of  their  graduates  than  to 
the  numbers  of  those  who  receive  from  them  the  degree  of  M.D. 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  on  preliminary  education  aroused 
the  attention  of  both  the  private  preceptors  and  the  medical 
schools  to  the  deficiencies  of  young  men  desirous  of  entering  the 
profession.  The  time  had  come  when  the  demand  for  medical 
men  with  a  modicum  of  preliminary  education  was  less  than  the 
supply.  By  means  of  the  system  of  common  schools,  academies, 
colleges  and  universities,  the  people  themselves  were  more  highly 
educated.  Men  entering  into  the  learned  professions  re^idily  ob- 
served that,  in  order  to  gain  the  respect  of  their  patrons  who 
were  educated,  they  themselves  must  also  be  educated.  This  re- 
port at  once  gave  a  stimulus  in  the  proper  direction,  and  from 
that  day  to  the  present,  preliminary  acquirements  of  a  higher 
standard  are. required  by  all  medical  colleges  which  have  any  re- 
gard for  the  standing  of  their  graduates  Education  is  the  requi- 
site of  a  gentleman,  and  no  one  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the 
portaU  of  the  medical  profession  who  has  not  that  qualification. 

The  committee,  under  the  resolution  that  it  is  expedient  that 
the  medical  profession  should  be  governed  by  the  same  code  of  [• 

medical  ethics  in  this  country,  founded  their  report  on  the  '^  basis 
of  religion  and  morality,'^  which  comprised  not  only  the  duties  ^ 

but  also  the  rights  of  a  physician.      The  high  character  of  that  r 

committee,  their  age  and  experience,  fully  qualified  them  for  the  L 

delicate  duty  imposed  upon  them.      Time  has  fully  proved  the  w- 

wisdom  of  that  report.  «  I 

The  Code  of  Ethics  as  adopted  has  stood  the  test  of  nearly  I 

forty  years,  and  for  more  than  nine-tenths  of  the  regular  medical  j 

profession  of  these  United  States  constitute,  their  rule  of  action 
and  professional  government. 

Even  those  styling  themselves  eclectics  or  homoeopathists,  have 
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eopied  its  principles  in  tbeir  constitutions  and  made  it  the  basis 
of  their  relations  to  one  another  and  to  the  pablic.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  based  upon  a  written  constitution  ; 
States  and  municipalities  are  governed  by  the  same  principles. 
The  doctrine  of  msjoritits  as  thereby  inculcated  governs  the  ac- 
tion of  organised  society  in  its  minute  ramifications ;  the  medical 
profession  is  no  exception.  We  meet  here  to-day  upon  this  broad 
principle,  and  what  is  most  remarkable,  of  every  State  Medical 
Society,  county  society,  or  local  organization  which  has  adopted 
the  Code,  only  one  has  repudiated  it  and  entered  upon  the  r6le  of 
a  solitary  minority.  I  allude  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  from  which  came  the  invitation,  in  1845,  for  the 
preliminary  meeting  that  gave  birth,  to  this  Association. 

To  their  honor  be  it  written,  the  majority  of  the  profession  of 
that  great  State  repudiated  the  action  of  their  State  Medical 
Society,  apd  it  now  has  the  unenviable  position  of  being  solitary 
and  alone  in  its  opposition  to  the  Code  of  Ethics.  The  reason 
for  this  defection  was  so  manifestly  financial  that  its  influence  did 
not  extend  beyond  its  own  jurisdiction.  It  is  through  its  Code 
that  this  Association  representb  the  whole  body  of  the  medical 
profession  throughout  these  United  States,  as  the  American  Con- 
gress represents  the  people  of  the  same. 

Could  those  wise  men  who  framed  this  Code  be  here  present 
with  us  to-day  in  this  hall  and  witness  your  presence,  they  would 
say,  like  one  of  old,  '^  Now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  depart  in 
peace.^'     But  one  of  that  committee  is  now  living.^ 

In  no  one  subject  are  the  people  of  our  country  more  interested 
than  in  that  of  medicine,  and  no  profession  is  more  respected. 

Educated  as  the  large  majority  of  them  are,  they  fully  com- 
prehend the  relations  of  the  prafession.  They  are  independent 
thinkers,  and  in  their  relation  to  the  profession  cannot  be  bought 
or  sold.  How  wide  the  difference  between  this  country  and 
Europe !  There  a  practice  can  be  bought  and  sold ;  here  a  trans- 
fer is  of  no  value  because  there  can  be  no  delivery. 

It  has  been  charged  that  this  Association  has  failed  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  its  founders,  and  instead  of  being  a  body  for  ad- 
"Alonao  Clark,  M.D.,  New  York  Oity. 
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vanoement  of  soientifio  medioine  has  degenerated  into  a  body  of 
''  thankless  intrigners  and  demagogaes.''  For  thirty-nine  years 
this  Association  has  been  in  existence.  At  its  organization  no 
other  National  association  of  medical  men  existed. 

A  few  of  the  older  States  had  their  State  societies.  The  county 
societies  in  those  States  were  few  and  far  between.  In  the  larger 
cities  local  societies  were  maintained;  each  was  independent  of 
the  others.  There  was  no  general  forum  where  individuals  could 
present  their  investigations,  and  when  presented,  no  general 
means  of  their  dissemination.  Could  the  transactions  of  this 
body  be  critically  analyzed,  the  charge  that  scienti6c  medicine  has 
not  been  advanced  by  its  existence  would  lamentably  fail. 

The  character  of  the  work  done  by  the  Association  since  its 
organization  may  be  well  exemplified  by  a  few  selections  from  its 
Transactions. 

The  essay  of  Dr.  Balton  on  the  Corpus  Luteum  in  Pregnancy 
gave  him  National  reputation  as  a  physiologist. — Vol.  4. 

The  prize  essay  of  Austin  Flint,  Sr.,  on  the  Value  of  Pitch  in 
Percussion,  and  Respiratory  Sounds  and  their  Applications  to 
Physical  Diagnosis,  opened  a  new  era  in  the  investigation  of  pul- 
monary diseases. — Vol.  5* 

Coxalgia  or  Hip  Disease,  by  Alden  March,  M.D.,  an  ex-Presi- 
dent of  this  body,  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  proper  diagnosis 
of  this  disease,  and  its  treatment. 

The  prize  essay  of  Prof.  Charles  D.  Meigs,  on  Acute  and 
Chronic  Diseases  of  the  Neck  of  the  Uterus,  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  department  of  gynecology,  and  the  plates  illustrating  his 
cases  ar^  copied  to  the  present  time. 

The  Surgical  Treatment  of  certain  Forms  of  Fibrous  Tumors 
of  the  Uterus,  by  Washington  L.  Atlee,  M.D.,  opened  the  field 
for  the  ovariotomist. 

The  Cell  —  its  Physiology,  Pathology  and  Philosophy,  by 
Waldo  J.  Barnett,  from  original  investigations,  anticipated  Vir- 
chow. — Vol.  6. 

The  new  method  of  treating  Ununited  Fractures  and  Certain 
Deformities  of  the  Osseous  System,  by  Daniel  Brainerd,  would 
have  done  credit  to  Malgaigne. — Vol.  7. 
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Deformities  after  Fraotures,  by  Dr.  F.  H.  HamiltoD^  has  be- 
come authority  at  home  and  abroad. — Vol.  8. 

Statistics  of  Placenta  Prsevia,  by  Dr.  J.  D.  Trask. — Vol.  8. 

The  Clinical  Study  of  Heart  Sounds^  by  Austin  Flint,  Sr., 
M.D. 

The  Physiology  of  the  Arterial  Circulation  and  the  Chief 
Pathological  Relations,  by  Dr.  H.  Hartshorne. — Vol.  9. 

Report  on  the  Nervous  System  in  Ferbile  Diseases,  and  the 
ClassiBcation  of  Fever  by  the  Nervous  System,  by  Henry  Frazer 
Campbell,  M.D.,  indorsed  by  the  late  Marshall  Hall. — Vol.  10. 

Report  on  Moral  Insanity  and  its  Relation  to  Medical  Juris- 
prudence, by  D.  Meredith  Reese,  M.D. — Vol.  11. 

Report  on  a  Uniform  Plan  for  registration  of  Marriages, 
Births,  and  Deaths,  by  W.  L.  Sutton,  M.D.,  laid  the  foundation 
for  such  record. — Vol.  12. 

Report  on  the  Alcoholic  Drinks  in  the  Development  and  Prog- 
ress of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  by  N.  S.  Davis,  M,D. — Vol.  13. 

Report  on  Morbus  Cozarius,  or  Hip  Disease,  by  L.  A.  Sayre. 
M.D.,  illustrative  of  the  fixed  treatment  by  Plaster  of  Paris. — 
Vol.  13. 

Prize  essay  on  the  Pathology  of  Jaundice,  by  S.  Fleet  Speer, 
M.D.— Vol.  13. 

Prize  essay  on  the  Criminality  and  Physical  Evils  of  Forced 
Abortion,  by  H.  R.  Storer,  M.D.— Vol.  16. 

Prize  essay  on  the  Surgical  Treatment  of  Morbid  Growths 
within  the  Larynx,  by  Louis  Elsberg,  M.D.,  the  father  of  laryn- 
goscopy.— Vol.  16. 

Report  on  the  Etiology  and  Pathological  Relation  of  Epidemic 
Erysipelas,  Spotted  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  by  N.  S.  Davis,  M.D. 
—Vol.  17. 

Report  on  Plaster  of  Paris  in  Surgery,  by  James  L.  Little^ 
M.D. 

Prize  essay  on  the  Treatment  of  Certain  Uterine  Abnormities, 
by  Montrose  A  Pallen,  M.D.— Vol.  18. 

Report  on  the  Best  Treatment  for  Different  Forms  of  Cleft 
Palate,  by  W.  R.  Whitehead,  M.D.— Vol.  20. 

Mollites  Ossium,  by  Joseph  Jones,  M.D. — ^Vol,  20, 
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Prize  eaaaj  on  the  Treatment  of  Aneurisme^  with  Experizp^i^ 
for  the  Closing  of  Arteries  by  a  New  Meth<)d,  by  B^.  Howw4i 
M.  D.— Vol.  21. 

*     Prize  essay,  Atropia  and  its  Salt^,  by  Roberts  Bartbolo:!V>  I|t.p. 
—Vol.  20. 

What  Physiological  Value  has  Phosphorus  as  ap  Orgpu^is|][^l 
Element?    Prize  essay  by  Samuel  R.  Percy,  M,D.— Vol.  23. 

Syphilis  in  its  Relation  to  the  National  Hefdth,  by  S.  p.  Qi(o^, 
M.D,,  LL.D.,  Oxon.— Vol.  26. 

A  Discourse  on  Blood  Letting,  the  Lost  Art,  by  S.  D.  Qi^fl^j 
M.D.,  LLD.,  Oxon— Vol.  26. 

History  of  Yellow  Fever  and  Dengue  in  Texas,  by  Greenville 
Dowell,  M.D. 

Excision  of  Large  Joints  of  the  Extremities.  A  prize  ef^agff 
by  H.  Culbertson,  M.D. — Supplement  to  Vol.  27. 

Report  on  Animal  Vaccination,  by  H.  A.  Martin,  }ILJ). — 
Vol.  28. 

Prophylaxis  of  SepticsBmia  in  Surgery,  by.  E.  }/L.  Moore,  }5S).. 
—Vol.  29. 

Surgical  Anatomy  and  History  of  the  Common,  External  jipd 
Infernal  Carotid  Arteries;  Anatomy  and  History  of  the  looom- 
inate  and  subclavian  Arteries.  A  prize  essay  by  John  A* 
Wyeth,  M.D.— Vol.  29. 

The  Pathology  ot  the  Bones,  by  Henry  H.  Smith,  MJ).— 
Vol.  29. 

Blepharoplastic  Operation,  by  A.  C.  Post,  M.D. — Vol.  20. 

Prize  essay.  Consideration  of  Certain  Forms  of  Primary  and 
(Local)  Secondary  Degeneration  pf  the  Lateral  Columns  of  \hB 
Spinal  Cord,  etc.,  by  Allan  McLane  Hamilton,  M.D. — Vol.  30. 

Treatment  of  Fibroids  of  the  Uterus  by  Means  of  Dry  Earth, 
by  Addinel  Hewson,  Sr.,  M.D.— Vol.  31. 

Progress  in  the  Knowledge  of  the  Acute  Contagious  Disease 
and  Infection,  by  A.  Jacobi,  M.D. 

Fibroid  Tumors  of  the  Uterus,  by  H.  O.  Marcy,  M.D.— 
Vol.  33. 

These  papers  fully  illustrate  the  character  of  the  work  done  by 
the  Association  since  its  organization.      Besides  the  reports  (n\ 
2 
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Medical  EducfitioQy  Medical  Literature^  Registration  of  Marriagefl^ 
Births^|dnd  Deaths,  Medical  Jurisprudeace,  Hygiene  and  Insanity^ 
Meteorology  and  Epidemic  Diseases^  Cryptogamic  and  Zymotic 
Diseased,  Practical  Medicine^  Materia  Medica,  Physiology,  Ob- 
stetrics and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  Surgery  and  Anat- 
omy, Chemistry  and  Psychology,  Pediatrics,  State  Medicine,  etc., 
scarcely  a  question  of  importance,  whether  in  the  interest  of  the 
profession  or  the  public,  has  failed  to  receive  investigation. 

Before  the  time  of  this  Association,  specialties  in  medicine 
were  unknown.  All  medical  men  were  general  practitioners. 
The  prominence  given  special  diseases  by  its  reports  and  investi- 
gations led  men  to  give  special  attention  to  particular  diseases. 
The  accretions  of  people  in  the  larger  cities  developed  the  field 
for  a  division  of  general  practice,  and  the  selection  of  a  particu- 
lar branch  of  disease,  applicable  to  a  particular  organ,  was  soon 
found  to  be  remunerative  and  less  toilsome.  The  advance  of 
time  developed  the  number  of  specialties.  The  first  to  organize 
B  National  Association  were  the  Ophthalmologists,  the  leading 
specialty ;  then  followed  the  Otologist,  Gynecologists,  the  Der- 
matologist, State  Medicine  and  Hygiene,  under  the  name  of  Pi}b- 
He  Health,  the  Laryngologists,  the  Surgical  Association,  and 
latest,  the  Association  of  Physicians  and  Pathologists.  Some  of 
these  Associations  are  necessarily  limited  in  number,  others  have 
specified  their  limitation.  All  are  off-shoots  of  this  Association. 
Each  occupies  a  limited  territory.  The  American  Medical  As- 
sociation covers  the  whole  field  of  medicine,  and  through  its 
Sections  affords  an  opportunity  to  every  member,  whether  high 
or  low,  to  give  to  the  profession  any  and  all  of  his  personal 
knowledge. 

**  No  pent  up  Utica  contracts  its  powers, 
The  boundless  universe  of  Medicine  is  ours.*' 

The  course  of  events  in  science,  as  well  as  in  medicine  (  and  I 
use  the  latter  term  in  its  broadest  sense),  demonstrated  that  much 
which  is  called  new  has  had  its  expression  in  the  writings  of  the 
fathers,  and  experience  has  shown  that  change  is  not  always  pro- 
gress. 
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The  prevention  of  yellow  fever,  the  scourge  of  the  Gulf 
States,  18  a  problem  in  which  our  whole  country  is  interested. 
Dr.  Joseph  Holt,  of  New  Orleans,  President  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  of  Louisiana,  has  given  much  time  and  study  to  this 
qnestion.  A  bill  has  been  reported  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  Washington,  appropriating  money  to  investigate  whether 
it  can  be  aborted  and  even  prevented. 

A  proper  resolution  adopted  by  this  body,  approving  such  a 
bill,  would  have  great  weight  with  Congress.  It  is  highly  proper 
that  all  such  investigations  should  be  conducted  at  the  expense 
of  the  general  government. 

A  series  of  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  Association  at  the 
neeling  in  Atlanta,  6a.,  on  the  metric  system,  which  have  been 
a  dead  letter  in  the  Transactions  ever  since.  The  several  State 
Medical  Associations,  which  at  that  time  also  approved  the  system, 
have  never  applied  it  in  their  Transactions.  Only  a  few  of  the 
profession  follow  it  in  writing  their  prescriptions,  and  with  rare 
exceptions  it  is  not  used  by  writers  on  medicine.  Dr.  Oldberg, 
through  whose  influence  while  medical  purveyor  in  the  United 
States  Marine  Hospital  Service  it  was  introduced,  has  declared  it 
a  iailare.  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  it  be  stricken  out 
of  the  list  of  ordinances. 

The  value  of  the  Sections  has  been  so  fully  proven  that  I  would 
recommend  that  in  addition  to  the  proposed  new  Section  of  Medi- 
cal Jurisprudence,  one  on  Dermatology  and  Syphilis  be  added. 

The  work  in  the  Sections  depends  so  much  upon  the  efficiency 
of  their  officers,  the  Secretary  in  particular,  and  as  permanency  ^ 

adds  to  efficiency,  I  would  recommend  that  the  Secretaries  of  ^ 

Sections  be  made  permanent,  subject  to  removal  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Section.     The  wisdom  of  such  permanency  can  j 
be  readily  comprehended.                                                                                          [ 

In  imitation  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  the  journal 
system  was  adopted.  I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  thus 
far  it  has  been  a  satisfactory  success.  The  Board  of  Trustees, 
with  its  efficient  Editor-in-chief,  have  so  managed  its  finances 
that  it  has  proved  no  incumbrance  on  the  Association.  The  plan 
adopted    of  receiving  members  by  application,  has  proved  satis^ 
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fiiotory^  DOt  only  by  increasing  the  circulation  of  TTie  Jowmd^ 
bat  also  by  increasing  the  emoluments.  The  report  of  the  Trus- 
tees will  give  you  a  full  and  explicit  statement  of  its  financial 
condition  and  its  growth. 

I  would  also  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion to  paragraph  3^  section  4^  of  the  by-laws :  **  Every  paper 
received  by  this  Association  and  ordered  to  be  published,  and  all 
plates  or  other  means  of  illustration,  shall  be  considered  the  ex- 
clusive property  of  the  Association,  and  shall  be  published  and 
sold  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  the  Association.'' 

As  this  by-law  makesall addresses,  papers,  and  reports  present- 
ed to  the  Association,  or  in  its  Sections,  the  exclusive  property 
of  the  Association,  it  is  not  proper  to  give  copies  of  such  ad- 
dresses to  other  journals  to  appear  entire  before  or  simultaneous 
with  their  sppearance  in  The  Journal  of  the  Association.  If  the 
proprietors  of  other  journals  choose  to  employ  competent  repor- 
ters to  secure  such  reports  and  abstracts  of  your  procedings, 
either  in  the  general  session  or  in  the  Sections,  I  would  place  no 
obstacle  in  their  way.  But  if  they  wish  to  use  papers  in  full  let 
them  copy  the  same  from  the  official  organ  of  the  Association, 
giving  proper  credit  therefore.  And  every  member  of  the  As- 
sociation should  have  sufficient  interest  in  sustaining  Ihe  Journal 
that  it  has  established,  to  comply  fully  with  the  by-law  I  have 
quoted. 

I  respectfully  call  your  attention,  and  through  you  that  of  the 
medical  profession  at  large,  to  the  last  paragraph  of  section  2,  ar- 
ticle 1,  '^Duties  for  the  Support  of  Professional  Character/' 
Code  of  Ethics,  to-wit :  ^'  It  is  also  reprehensible  for  physicians 
to  give  certificates  attesting  the  efficacy  of  patent  or  secret  .medi- 
cines, or  in  any  way  to  promote  th^  use  of  them."  The  fact  that 
proprietary  medicines  were  not  included  in  this  paragraph  has 
left  the  door  wide  open  for  the  greatest  abuse  and  injury  both  to 
the  profession  and  the  public.  Practically  there  is  no  difference 
between  a  patent  medicine  and  a  proprietary  one.  In  the  former 
the  constituents  are  not  known,  and  although  given  in  the  latter, 
there  rests  an  ownership  in  their  combination  that  prevents  them 
being  compounded  by  others.      Professional  men  of  high  repotc 
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who  lend  their  names  as  endorsers  to  any  proprietary  medicine 
should  be  looked  upon  by  the  profession  as  aiders  and  abettors^ 
and  shoold  be  proper  subjects  for  discipline  in  any  honorable 
medical  society.  It  is  one  of  the  crying  evils  of  the  day,  and 
does  injury  both  to  the  profession  and  the  public. 

The  stigma  of  professional  disgrace  should  rest  upon  any 
regularly  educated  physician  who  allows  his  name  to  be  adver- 
tised as  the  endorser  of  any  patent,  secret  or  proprietary  medi- 
cine. 

The  British  Medical  Association  is  peculiar  in  its  organization, 
consisting  of  the  parent  stem  and  its  branches.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  this  Association  be  modeled  upon  the  same  plan,  by 
the  formaticHi  of  branches  in  the  different  State  and  Territories. 

Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  Coui^titution  of  the  British 
Association  and  its  branches,  I  am  unable  to  discover  any  supe- 
riority to  that  of  this  Association  and  its  affiliations. 

In  practical  application  our  own  system  meets  the  same  ends. 
Late  leading  articles  in  The  Journal  of  the  Association  have  so 
well  discussed  the  question  that  it  needs  no  further  elucidation 
from  me.  However,  its  reference  to  a  committee  to  report  next 
year  might  he  profitable,  as  any  information  or  change  that  can 
add  to  the  improvement  and  advantage  of  the  Association  should 
be  adopted. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  inform  you  that  the 
action  taken  at  the  meeting  in  Washington,  inviting  the  Ninth 
International  Medical  Congress  to  meet  in  the  Capital  City  of  the 
United  States  in  1887,  is  being  fully  consummated.  The  general 
oflfeers  of  the  Congress  and  Council,  and  the  officers  of  the  Sec- 
tions, are  gentlemen  of  renown  in  our  country,  who  add  lustre  to 
American  medicine.  Full  and  complete  arrangements  will  be 
made  for  the  meeting,  and  our  foreign  friends  will  receive  a  cor- 
dial welcome.  Upon  the  reception  of  the  report  of  your  com- 
mittee on  the  preliminary  organization  of  the  Congress,  I  believe 
yon  will  find  it  satisfactory,  and  upon  its  adoption  the  further 
charge  of  the  Congress  will  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  as  provided  in  Rule  10,  thus  relieving  this  Associa- 
tion of  its  responsibility  in  the  matter. 
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As  the  authority  of  this  body  to  act  for  the  medical  profeflsioo 
of  the  United  States  has  been  questioned^  it  may  be  proper  for 
the  information  of  many  of  the  members  to  briefly  present,  in  a 
concise  manner,  the  relations  of  the  Association  to  the  coming 
International  Congress. 

A  Medical  Congress  to  be  International  must  necessarily  be 
composed  of  members  from  different  nations.  Eight  of  these 
Congresses  have  been  held  in  Europe,  if  we  may  except  the  In- 
ternational Medical  Congress  held  in  Philadelphia,  September  4, 
1876,  the  last  of  which  was  held  in  Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Association  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in 
May,  1884,  the  President,  Dr.  Austin  Flint,  Sr.,  suggested  the 
propriety  of  inviting  that  body  to  meet  in  this  country.  The 
suggestion  was  referred  to  a  committee,  who  reported  favorably. 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  present  the  invitation.  This  com- 
mittee was  made  broad,  so  as  to  represent  the  whole  profession  of 
the  United  States.  The  invitation  was  accepted.  This  com- 
mittee was  further  authorized,  in  the  event  of  the  invitation  being 
accepted,  to  add  to  their  numbers,  and  proceed  to  perfect  an  or- 
ganization with  rules  for  its  government.  This  the  committee 
did,  in  accordance  with  custom  and  the  rules  governing  the  action 
of  committees.  This  committee  made  its  report  to  this  ARsocia- 
tion  at  its  next  meeting,  which  was  held  in  New  Orleans,  the 
28th  day  of  April,  1885.  By  this  action  of  the  commitee  they 
fully  recognize  their  responsibility  to  this  body,  and  not  to  the 
profession  at  large. 

This  report  was  not  satisfactory,  and  the  committee  was  en- 
larged  by  adding  a  member  from  each  State  and  Territory,  the 
Army,  the  Navy,  and  Marine  Hospital  Department.  To  this  ac- 
tion the  original  committee  demurred,  and  declined  to  take  any 
further  interest  in  the  arrangements.  That  the  Association  was 
correct  in  its  action  I  have  only  to  refer  you  to  Cushing'a  Manual 
of  Parliamefrdary  Law,  the  authority  in  this  country,  page  154, 
paragraph  262.  When  this  committee  made  their  report,  and  it 
was  accepted,  the  committee  was  virtually  discharged,  (  page  168, 
paragraph  290).  The  report  was  not  adopted.  .What  had  passed 
in   the  committee  was  of  no  validity.       It  was  in  the  power  of 
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the  Association  to  discharge  the  committee  from  further  con* 
sideration  of  the  subject^  to  refer  it  back  to  them  with  instruc- 
tions^ or  to  enlarge  the  committee.     The  latter  plan  was  adopted. 

It  was  claimed  that  there  was  an  ambiguity  in  the  resolution 
appointing  the  original  committee  in  reference  to  their,  powers 
and  duties.  Whatever  that  ambiguity  was^  the  committee  itself 
settled  the  question  by  making  their  report  to  the  Association^ 
thereby  acknowledging  the  authority  of  their  powers  and  duties. 

I  cordially  unite  with  the  general  sentiment  of  the  medical 
profession  that  the  report  of  your  committee  be  adopted,  and  that 
those  of  our  brethren  who  may  be  somewhat  disappointed  at  re- 
sults will  yield  their  personal  feelings  to  the  common  good/ and 
by  their  work  demonstrate  to  our  foreign  frieqds  that,  although 
there  have  been  warm  feeling?,  warmly  expressed,  they  can  rise 
above  their  personalities  in  the  great  question  of  Medical  Science 
and  National  Hospitality. 

Crentlemen,  matters  of  importance  arising  out  of  the  ordinary 
proceedings  of  the  Association  may  come  before  you  at  this  meet* 
ing,  and  questions  may  arise  affecting  its  honor  and  integrity. 
Even  the  existence  of  this  Association,  so  dear  to  the  hearts  of 
the  medical  profession  of  these  United  States,  may  be  hazarded. 
Upon  yon  as  its  representatives  will  rest  its  preservation.  Thirty- 
nine  years  of  existence  has  entitled  it  to  your  support.  Its  work 
and  beneficent  influence  are  on  record,  and  speak  for  themselves. 
May  I  ask  of  you,  as  its  President,  to  give  careful  consideration 
to  any  and  all  matters  that  may  affect  its  interest  and  permanency, 
so  that  when  you  return  to  your  oonstltuency  you  can  tell  them 
that,  although  the  Association  has  been  attacked  by  foes  within 
and  foes  without,  it  yet  stands  as  the  representative  of  the  Amer- 
ican medical  profession. 

•  In  condusion,  may  I  kindly  ask  of  you  the  amenities  due  to 
the  office  to  which  you  have  so  kindly  promoted  me,  and  your 
cordial  support.  It  shall  be  my  endeavor  to  be  impartial,  and  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  chair  according  to  strict  paliamentary 
rules. 

The  honor  of  being  elected  by  you  as  President  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  is  one  that  words  cannot  express.   -  For 
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tMttf'Hwb  years  I  bav^,  whether  present  or  abseWt^  had  its  in- 
Uftm^  deeply  atr  hearty  and  wheli  my  term  of  offitse  elpiirM  I  #ni 
ghrdly  retorn  to  the  nmke  with  the  same  ze&l  ttft  its  rnteMsCa 
Whieh  I  felt  when  I  first  became  a  member  in  thi^  g)^t  city  of 
the  Soath-westy  St.  Loais^  Missonri^  at  the  meeting  of  the  Mm^ 
mmiititm  here  in  1854. 


PROTECTION  FOR  MEDICINE. 


BY 


J.   W.  DAVIS,  M.D.,  SMYRNA,  TENN. 


Editor  Sauihem  PraotUianer. — I  see  in  the  May  number  of 
yoor  most  ezoellent  Journal,  that  the  Tennessee^State  Medical 
Society  is  still  wedded  to  its  folly  in  harping  upon  the  same  old 
string,  for  a  law  to  regulate  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Tennes- 
see, to  elevate  the  standard  of  medicine  among  us,  and  to  protect 
the  people  from  the  Quaeks.  Well,  well,  when  the  people  want 
protection,  wonH  they  have  sense  enough  to  ask  for][it  f^l'^And  to 
elevate  the  standard  of  medicine  in  our^grand  old  State^ whose 
medical  escutcheon  has  ever  been  as  bright  as  burnished*8teell 
No  taint,  no  blur  or  blot,  no  stain,  not  a  whisper,  has  ever  been 
seen  or  heard  against  the  fait  name  and  fame  of  our  grand  dd 
men  who  composed  the  membership  of  the  brilliant  society  of 
the  old  Volunteer  State.  Well  do  I  remember  the  old-tilne  doc- 
tor of  fifty  years  ago,  as  he  whirled  along  the  lanes,  and  up  and 
down  our  beautiful  roads  in  his  gig,  with  ruffled  shirt  and  gold 
buttons,  the  pride  of  each  neighborhood.  He  cared  no  more  for 
a  quack  than  he  did  for  a  little  fice  dog. 

And  here  comes  a  set  of  men  calling  themselves  doctors,  with 
trembling  limbs  and  shaking  knees,  to  take  the  place  of  these 
grand  old  men,  and  in  their  fear  and  trepidation,  with  a  lack  of 
self-confidence,  ask  the  aid  of  the^law  to  protect  them  from  the 
(jnaoks  and  quack  nostrums.    Did  mortal  eye  ever  see  audi  a  tkU 
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of  pride^  of  manhood,  as  the  poor  ghiveriag  thiogs  preaent,  when 
they  come  into  our  legialative  halls  with  their  bats  under  their 
arniBy  and  petitions  in  their  trembling  fingers^  asking  for  a  law  to 
protect  them  from  the  quacks.  Our  old  State  Society  is  growing 
beautiinlly  lera  each  ensuing  year,  and  if  they  don't  stop  their 
folly  it  will  die  out  soon. 


gehqiian^. 


The  Topical  Uses  of  Eabths. — Dr.  Hewson,  of  Philadel* 
pbia,  read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Slate  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, at  its  last  meeting,  an  interesting  paper  on  this  subject.  For 
sixteen  years  he  has  used  different  kinds  of  earths  as  topical  ap- 
plications in  various  diseases  which  involved  the  skin — small* 
poXy  measles,  scarlet  fever^  erysipelas,  etc.  He  has  used  it  in 
form  of  paste,  and  dusted  dry  upon  the  surface. 

Clay  has  proven  to  be  the  best  application,  either  dry  or  in 
paste.  The  reports  of  cases  made,  show  the  undoubted  efficacy 
of  the  application  on  the  local  and  constitutional  conditions.  To 
quote  from  his  article: 

*'  In  all  cases  of  these  four  diseases  which  have  fallen  under 
my  care  since  1872, 1  have,  without  discrimination^  always  used 
applications  of  clay,  and  following  these  applications  I  have 
always  noticed : 

^*  First. — A  direct  and  rapid  reduction  of  temperature. 

'^  Secondly. — An  allaying  or^  more  positively,  a  dissipation  of 
pain  or  distressing  local  sensations  which  belong  to  each  of  these 
diseases. 

"  Thirdly. — A  diminution  of  the  duration  which  is  character- 
istio  of  each. 

"  Fourthly.— *-The  allaying  of  the  intensity  of  the  general  or 
constitutional  symptoms  belonging  to  each. 

"  Fifthly  .—The  prevention  of  the  complications  which  occur 
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so  freqaently  as  to  have  long  be^n  recognized  aa  oharacteriatic  o 
each  special  disease. 

"Sixthly. — The  destriictioQ  of  all  contagiousness  and  powers  d 
propagation  of  each. 

"It  is  but  right  that  I  should  here  state  my  mode  of  applica^ 
iion,  which  will  explain  my  association  of  measles  with  scarlet 
fever,  and  small-pox  with  erysipelas.  Thus^  in  the  various  forms 
of  scarlatina  and  rubeola^  as  well  as  German  and  French  measles, 
I  have  always  pursued  the  plan  of  dusting  the  powdered  earth 
all  over  the  cutaneous  surface.  There  has  always  followed  a 
rapid  reduction  of  temperature,  as  shown  by  the  thermometer  in 
the  patient's  mouth,  as  well  as  in  the  axilla  or  groin.  This  re- 
duction has  generally  been  about  6^  Fahrenheit  when  those  dis- 
eases were  in  the  stages  of  invasion,  and  10^,  or  even  as  much  as 
15^,  when  the  applications  of  the  earth  were  not  made  until  those 
diseases  had  progressed  beyond  that  stage. 

In  erysipelas  and  small-pox,  I  have  always  applied  the  day 
directly  to  the  skin  in  the  form  of  a  smooth  paste,  made  by  mix- 
ing it  freely  with  water  in  a  glass  or  china  mug  by  means  of  a 
wooden  spatula,  for  the  reason  that  I  wished  it  to  hold  fast  and 
constantly  to  the  part,  a  r.  suit  which  is  always  commensurate  to 
the  full  whipping  given  to  the  paste.  The  water  is  here  so 
rapidly  devoured  by  the  earth  that  there  is  always  at  first  a 
marked  increase  of  temperature  of  the  dressing.  This  warmth, 
which  is  appreciable  by  the  patient  as  well  as  by  the  attendant 
who  has  made  the  application,  lants  oyer  and  hour ;  indeed,  until 
the  day  has  become  dry. 

"Allowing  for  the]difference  due  to  the  mode  of  application^  my 
results  show  a  most  positive  and  .continuous  reduction  of  tem- 
perature following  the  application. 

"The  preliminary  temperature— that  taken  before  the  first 
dressing  was  applied — has  always  been  recognized  by  me  as  indi- 
cative of  the  severity  of  the  disease  according  to  it*^  stage;  and  I 
have  always  been  satisfied  with  that  taken  at  the  end  of  the  first 
twenty-four  hours  as  showing  the  efiects  of  the  earth  on  the 
disease — ^the  greater  reduction  showing  the  greater  destruction  of 
the  morbid  process,  or  of  its  influence  on  the  patient's  condition. 
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^'Tbis  redaction,  daring  the  first  period  of  twenty-four  hoars, 
has  always  been  greatest  in  measles,  next  in  erysipelas,  scarlet 
fever,  and,  last,  in  small-pox — that  of  measles  averaging  10°,  of 
erysipelas  8°,  scarlet  fever  6*,  and  of  small- pox  6°,  a  difference 
occurring  in  all  of  them  according  to  their  being>  when  this  ap- 
plication is  made,  in  their  initiative,  full,  or  fading  stages.  The 
change  of  temperature  on  the  second  period  of  twenty  four  hours 
has  never  been  found  to  be  much,  if  any,  save  that  in  scarlet 
fever  it  was  always  as  great  as  during  the  first  period. 

''In  the  third  period,  erysipelas  has  always  ranked  first,  then 
measles.  Where  the  cases  had  been  treated  in  this  manner  ab 
inUio,  they  often  showed  no  increase  over  healthy  temperature, 
the  difference  being  often  evidently  due  to  that  of  the  mode  of 
application  used ;  erysipelas  and  small-pox  showing  more  than 
measles  and  scarlet  fever,  because,  with  the  former,  whatever  re- 
newal of  dressing  had  to  be  made  was  without  taking  the  origi- 
nal off,  but  by  adding  another  layer  of  the  paste  on/' — Buffalo 
Med.  and  Surg.  Jour, 


LiQATioN  OF  Femoral  Arteiiy  Followed  by  Prompt 
Arrest  of  Gangrene — A  Case  from  the  '^  War  Records.'^ 
— In  a  looking  over  some  of  my  old  notes  of  cases  occurring 
daring  my  connection  with  Federal  hospital,  No^  21,  in  Rich- 
mond during  the  year  1864,  an  interesting  one  is  brought  to  my 
mind. 

This  hospital  was  situated  on  the  corner  of  Cary  and  Twenty- 
fifth  streets,  with  G.  W.  Semple,  M.D.,  surgeon  in  charge.  The 
patient  to  whom  I  have  reference  was  a  Scotchman,  I  thinks 
weight  about  165  lbs.;  was  brought  to  ward  '^D.^'  A  field 
operation  had  been  performed — amputation  of  lower  third  of 
thigh.  Gangrene  set  up  in  the  stump  before  the  patient  was 
received  into  the  hospital.  The  local  treatment  employed  at  that 
time  was  grated  carrot  and  ice,  charcoal  poultices,  spts,  turpentine, 
etc.  Internally  a  vigorous  tonic  and  supportive  coarse  was 
adopted.  Owing  to  continued  sloughing,  hsBmorrhage  after 
hemorrhage  occurred  from  the  artery,  and  the  last  one  came  near 
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proving  fatal.  I  made  use  of  diffasible  stimulii  and  after  reac- 
tion was  eetablishedy  I  determined  to  ligate  the  femoral  artery. 
I  made  an  incision  in  Scarpa's  triangle  and  ligated  the  artery, 
tlie  time  occupied  in  the  operation  being  seven  minateS|  as  I  was 
afkerwadrs  informed  by  my  friend  Dr.  Philip  St.  George  Hop- 
kiDBy  who,  with  watch  in  hand,  timed  the  operation.  The  re- 
markable part  of  this  report  does  not  consist  in  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  arteay  was  ligated ;  this  is  merely  introdnced  to  show 
that  a  patient  need  not  be  kept  under  an  an»stheticfor  anhouijor 
mare  to  do  what  may  be  done  in  a  few  minutes.  The  interesting 
feature  is  the  promptnus  wUh  which  the  gangrene  and  sloughing 
were  arrested,  for  the  patient  began  to  improve  immediately  afier 
the  operation  and  continued  to  a  complete  recovery,  and  I  soon 
took  him  down  on  a  flag-of-truce-steamer  on  parole.  I  have 
often  thought  of  this  case  and  should  be  glad  to  know  of  the 
whereabouts  of  this  patient,  if  still  alive.  I  have  been  careful 
to  state  the  circumstances,  the  hospital  and  ward  as  well  as  the 
year  of  the  operation,  and,  if  through  your  exchanges,  the  where- 
abouts of  this  soldier  could  could  be  found,  it  would  be  a  grati- 
fication for  me  to  be  placed  in  communication  with  him. —  W.  H. 
GSAb,  M.D.,  of  Biohmondf  Fa.,  in  Southern  Practitioner. 


Hepatic  Abscess. — The  three  varieties  of  idiopathic,  trauma- 
t]C|  and  metastatic  abscess  of  the  liver  occur  in  all  countries  and 
all  climates,  in  varying  proportions  according  to  the  relative 
f  requencj  of  their  predisposing  and  exciting  cause. 

There  is  no  suoh  thing  as  a  spontaneous  hepatic  abscess. 
Every  suppuration  of  the  liver  has,  if  not  a  predisposing,  at  least 
an  exciting  cause. 

The  predisposing  causes  are  of  two  kinds:  (a)  A  oonstitn- 
tional  tendency  to  liver  disease.  (6)  An  acquired  tendency 
from  an  over-indlugence  in  food  and  drink.  The  exciting  caasee 
are  equally  of  two  kinds:  (a)  One  generated  within,  suppara- 
tiona,  gallstones,  and  embolisms. 

Pathologically  speaking,  all  abscesses  of  the  liver  naturally 
divide  themselves  into  two  groups:  (a)  Those  essentially  prim- 
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arily  lootly  inoloding  the  two  forms  of  idiopathic  and  traamatic. 
(  6  )  Those  essentially  secondary,  including  the  pyemic  and  metas- 
tatic varieties. 

The  pathology  of  forms  of  liver  absoess  is  the  same,  though 
materially  modified  by  the  nature  of  their  exciting  causes. 

Hepatic  abscesses  vary  in  size  from  that  of  a  walnut  to  that 
of  the  whole  liver.  Two  and  a  quarter  gallons  of  pus  have 
been  evacuated  from  one.  Sometimes  the  entire  liver  tissue  is 
broken  down  and  the  capsule  of  Olisson  simply  forms  the  sac  of 
the  absoess. 

Abscesses  are  far  more  common  in  the  righty  than  in  the  left 
lobe  of  the  liver.  When  multiple  they  are  frequently  met  with 
in  both  lobes. 

An  abscess  may  form  in  the  liver  at  any  period  of  life  between 
early  infancy  and  anvanced  age. 

Suppuration  may  occur  in  an  atrophied  as  well  as  in  an  hy- 
pertrophied^  in  a  fttty  as  well  as  in  a  cancerous  liver. 

Jaundice  is  in  no  case  a  necessary  concomitant  of  liver  abscess. 
Indeed,  it  is  most  frequently  absent. 

The  signs  and  symptomn  are  nearly  identical  in  the  three 
varieties,  the  constitutional  peculiarities  of  the  patient  alone 
modifying  them. 

Hepatic  abscess  is  more  common  among  men  than  women. — 
Dr.  Oeo.  Harley,  London  Medical  Press. 


The  Nation's  Health. — ^The  report  of  Dr.  John  S.  Billings, 
Surgeon  of  the  United  States  Army,  on  the  mortality  and  vital 
statistics  of  the  United  States  has  been  received  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  lutcrior.  Dr.  Billings  divides  the  country  into  twenty- 
one  districts,  the  physicial  characteristics  of  which  are  more  or 
less  distinctive.  The  total  population  in  1880  was  60,166,783, 
an  increase  of  11,697,412  in  ten  years.  Of  this  increose  281,219 
per  annum  may  be  taken  as  due  to  immigration,  which  would 
make  the  mean  annual  increase  due  to  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  878,622.      The  mean  annual  birth  rate  for  the  United 
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States  is  given  at  36  per  IjOOO.     Daring  the  census  year  there 
was  a  comparatively  low  death  rate  and  high  birth  rate. 

As  among  the  different  classes  of  citizens^  the  report  shows  the 
death  rate  to  have  been  larger  in  the  colored  than  in  the  white 
population,  and  among  the  latter  higher  in  the  foreign  element 
than  among  those  of  American  parentage.  The  dttith  rate  was 
also  greater  in  cities  than  in  rural  districts.  The  most  issportant 
causes  of  disease  and  death  were  consumption,  pneumonia,  diph^ 
theria,  typhoid  fever,  malarial  fever,  and  the  various  ill-defined 
forms  of  attack  to  which  children  under  one  year  of  age  are  par- 
ticularly subject.  During  1880,  the  detachment  added  to  the 
great  army  of  the  dead  amounted  to  756,893.  Of  all  causes, 
consumption  was  the  most  fatal.  Its  victims  numbered  91,270. 
By  localties,  and  in  proportion  to  the  population,  more  deaths 
occurred  from  consumption  at  Charleston,  S.C.;  from  pneumonia, 
at  New  York;  from  homicide,  at  Richmond;  and  from  suicide, 
at  San  Francisco. — Saientifie  American. 


Infantile  Paralysis: — Dr.  William  Murrell,  in  a  recent 
lecture,  laid  down  the  following  plan  of  treatment  for  infantile 
paralysis,  which  seems,  in  his  hands,  to  have  proved  very  suc- 
cessful :  The  treatment,  medicinally  speaking,  consists  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  aconite  during  the  acute  stage,  followed,  after  a 
lapse  of  three  or  four  days,  by  physo3tigma,  combined,  still  later, 
with  phosphorus.  Simultaneously  with  the  latter  portion  of  the 
medicinal  treatment,  massage  is  practiced,  after  the  plan  pointed 
out  by  Metzger,  of  Amsterdam,  and  Van  Mosengeil,  of  Bonn. 
This  method  is  divided  into  four  series,  or  gradations :  1st.  sur- 
face rubbing  (effUura^);  2d.  Friction,  which  is  a  more  vigorous 
application  of  the  preceding  movements;  3d.  Kneading  {pHria- 
sage);  4th.  A  form  of  percussion  {tapoiemmt).  The  maaaa^ge 
must  be  conducted  on  a  dry  skin  and  with  dry  hands.  If  the 
cases  are  taken  in  hand  early,  a  rather  marked  improvement  is 
soon  manifest,  the  temperature  of  affected  limb  approaching  the 
normal,  and  the  nutrition  of  the  tissues  acquiring  a  new  stimulus. 
Combined  with  the  above,  other  medicinal  agents,  such  as  the 
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hypophosphites^  extract  of  malt  and  cod-liver  oil,  are  used; — 
Nmrologieal  Review. 


A  Substitute  fob  Fehling^s  Solution. — Prof.  Holland 
gives  the  following  as  a  test  for  sugar;  it  is  very  efficient^  easily 
prepared,  and  is  not  spoiled  by  keeping: 

Cupric  sulphate.. Si 

Glycerine • .Si 

To  make  the  test  add  five  drops  of  this  solution  to  one  drachm 
of  liquor  potass®  in  ^  test  tube.  Boil  a  few. minutes  to  test  the 
purity  of  the  fluid.  Should  it  remain  clear,  then  add  a  few  drops 
of  urine.  If  glucose  be  present  in  quantity  there  is  at  once 
thrown  down  a  red  precipitate,  just  as  in  the  ordinary  Fehling 
test.  To  detect  minute  amounts  of  sugar,  not  shown  by  the 
above  procedure,  alter  making  the  test  as  above,  add  half  a 
drachm  of  urine;  boil  and  set  aside.  If  sugar  be  present  even 
in  very  minute  quantities,  the  liquid  as  it  cools  will  turn  of  an 
olive  green  color  and  become  turbid. — Canadian  Practitioner. 


Aktipybin  as  a  Haemostatic. — E.  Casati  (Raccoglitore 
Medico,  August,  1885)  reports  the  successful  application  of  an- 
tipyrin  in  four  and  five-per-cent.  solutions  as  a  hsBmostatic.  ^he 
results  attained  by  its  use  seem  to  warrant  the  following  conclu- 
sions: 1.  Antipyrin  is  a  powerful  haemostatic.  2.  It  is  superior 
to  perchloride  of  iron,  because  after  its  use  the  wound  remains 
entirely  clean.  3.  It  is  superior  to  ergot,  because  only  in  ex- 
tremely large  doses  does  it  manifest  a  toxic  action,  while  accord- 
ing to  Huchard,  it  exerts  a  h»mostatic  action  whether  applied 
directly  to  the  bleeding  part  or  administered  internally.  4.  In 
many  cases  it  is  to  be  preferred  on  account  of  its  antipyretic  as 
also  perhaps  for  its  antiseptic  effect.  5.  The  h»mostatic  action 
is  manifested  in  a  very  short  time.  6.  Further  observation 
is  necessary  to  determine  its  value  in  controlling  secondary 
hemorrhage.      (  Oazetta  degli  OepUaliy  Sept.  30,  1886).— Prac^. 
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Neuralgia. — A  mixture  of  one  part  of  iodoform  to  ten  or 
fifteen  of  collodion,  if  spread  repeatedly  upon  a  nearalgic  sur£ioe 
until  it  attains  a  thickness  of  one  to  two  millimetres,  is  said  to 
be  quite  effective  in  the  treatment  of  certain  neuralgias.  If  the 
first  application  does  not  speedily  terminate  the  neuralgia,  those 
who  have  used  this  mode  of  treatment  direct  that  its  application 
should  be  continued.  It  seems  especially  valuable  in  the  relief 
of  neuralgias  of  the  trigeminus.  It  also  seems  of  value  to  be 
applied  along  the  spine,  particularly  at  painful  points  in  what  is 
called  spinal  irritation.  These  observations  are  by  no  means 
new,  and  yet  they  seem  worthy  of  further  consideration. — Neur- 
ologiedl  Review. 


Dressing  for  Burns. — The  local  application  consisted  of 
tannin  disolved  in  sulphuric  ether  in  such  proportions  as  to  give 
a  syrup-like  consistence.  This  was  applied  directly  to  the  parts. 
The  patient  seemed  to  be  bordering  on  convulsions  from  sheer 
pain,  but  instant  relief  followed  the  application  which  dried 
rapidly  and  formed  a  flexible^  non-elastic  coating.  It  excluded 
the  air  as  effectually  as  collodion  does,  while  it  did  not  contract 
or  become  stiffs  as  the  latter  does.  It  proved  to  be  a  most  perfect 
dressing — fulfilling  every  indication. — Periscope. 


Cardiac  Dropsy. — Dr.  lendrltssic  has  found  ip  cases  of  <^- 
diac  dropsy  that  calomel  causes  well  marked  diuresis,  which  dis- 
sipates the  dropsy  and  osdema.  The  effect,  ^'a  sort  of  diabetes 
insipidus,''  comes  on  in  twenty-four  hours  by  giving  one  nqd  a 
half  grains  of  the  drug  three  to  five  times  a  day.  Salivation 
and  sore  mouth  are  prevented  by  using  a  gargle  of  chlorate  of 
potash  from  the  first. — Med.  a/nd  Surg.  Reporter. 


Buffalo  has  four  medical  journals,  two  medical  college8,.4nd 
six  medical  societies  and  medical  clulvs>(|;o  pay  nothing  of  the 
irregular  or^g^anizations. 
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AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Thirfy-Seventh  Annual  Meetings  Held  in  St.  Louis^  Tuesday ,  Wednesday^ 
Thursday^  and  Friday y  May  4,  5,  6,  andl^  1886. 

Tuesday's  Proceedings. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  Music  Hall,  Exposition  Building, 
by  Dr.  LeGrand  Atwood,  Chairman  of  the  local  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, at  1 1. 1 5  A.  M.,  about  eight  hundred  being  present.  Dr. 
Atwood  introduced  the  President,  Dr.  William  Brodie,  of  Detroit.  A 
prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Montgomery  Schuyler,  D.D. 

The  address  of  welcome  was  then  made  by  the  Hon.  D.  F.  Francis, 
the  Mayor  of  St.  Louis,  who  stated  that  it  was  highly  appropriate  that 
the  Association  should  hold  its  convention  in  the  healthiest  city  in  the 
Union,  the  home  of  Pope,  McDowell,  Hodgen,  and  others  distinguished 
in  the  profession,  to  which  he  welcomed  those  present  for  their  own 
sakes.  Mr.  Francis  then  alluded  to  the  antiquity  of  medical  practice, 
even  in  barbarous  countries,  and  eulogized  its  practitioners  of  the 
present  day,  mentioning  many  immortal  names  which  the  world  de- 
lighted to  honor.  No  branch  of  science  was  advancing  more  rapidly, 
or  was  more  successfully  taught,  than  medicine. 

Dr.  ^twood  then  said  a  few  words  in  behalf  of  the  local  profession, 
who  had  been  earnest  in  their  endeavors  to  make  the  meeting  success- 
ful and  agreeable.  He  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  was  thirty-two 
years  since  President  Brodie  was  elected  to  membership  in  the  Asso- 
ciation, at  a  meeting  held  in  St.  Louis,  and  now  he  was  here  again  to 
preside  over  its  deliberations.  It  was  highly  appropriate  for  the  Asso- 
ciation to  meet  at  the  home  of  so  many  distinguished  physicians. 

The  President  invited  the  ex-Presidents  of  the  Association  to  seats  on 
the  platform. 

PROTESTS   AGAINST  THE   ADMISSION   OF   CERTAIN   DELEGATES. 

Protests  wer^  pffered  against  tl^e  adi^issioi^  of  delegates  from  the 
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Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  the  New  York  Academy  of 
Medicine,  the  Davidson  County  (Tennessee)  Medical  Society,  the 
Tri-States  (Illinois,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana)  Medical  Association,  and 
the  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association.  The  protests  were  re- 
ferred to  the  'Judicial  Council,  together  with  a  most  emphatic  {Protest 
by  Dr.  Roberts,  of  Tennessee,  against  the  admission  of  delegates  from 
his  own  State  Society.  Several  applications  for  membership  by  invita- 
tioif  were  then  read  and  granted. 

The  President  then  delivered  his  address,  which  we  are  pleased  to 
Uy  before  our  readers  in  full,  in  our  **  Original  Department." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Murphy,  of  Minnesota,  the  thanks  of  the  Associa- 
tion were  tendered  the  President  for  his  able  address,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

THE   INTERNATIONAL   MEDICAL   CONGRESS. 

Dr.  John  M.  Lynch,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  brief  report  of  the 
committee  to  settle  the  preliminaries  for  the  visit  of  the  Ninth  Interna- 
tional Congress.  It  simply  stated  that  after  mature  deliberation  the 
committee  had  drafted  rules,  appointing  a  local  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments at  Washington,  and  had  taken  other  necessary  steps. 

Dr.  A.  L.  Gihon,  of  the  navy,  moved  that  the  report  be  accepted 
and  adopted,  which  prevailed  unanimously. 

AMENDMENTS   TO   THE   BYLAWS. 

Dr.  N.  S.  Davis  alluded  to  the  proposed  amendment  relating  to 
paragraph  3,  section  2  of  the  by-laws,  providing  for  the  nomination  of 
the  chairman  and  secretaries  of  the  sections  by  the  Nominating  Com- 
mittee, to  transfer  the  duty  from  this  committee  to  the  several  sections 
themselves,  and  he  explained  that  he  did  so' because  the  Nominating 
Committee  was  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  members,  and  fre- 
quently nominated  those  who  were  the  least  inclined  for  worK  A 
motion  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  was  negatived.  He  moved 
its  adoption.     Carried. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  a  member,  duly  seconded,  to  reconsider 
the  vote.     A  rising  vote  was  called  for. 

Dr.  Gihon  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 
Carried. 

THE   NOMINATION    OF    OFFICERS   OF   SECTIONS. 

Dr.  Davis  spoke  of  the  method  of  nominating  officers  which  was  laid 
on  the  table  last  year.  He  fulfilled  his  promise  to  bring  up  the  subject 
this  year,  to  change  the  present  order  of  nominating  officers  of  sections. 
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Dr.  Kinloch,  of  South  Carolina,  protested  against  the  attempt  to 
make  specialists  of  all  the  members.  It  was  all  very  well  in  the  North 
and  in  the  Eastern  States,  but  there  were  many  who  did  not  want  to 
be  restricted  to  any  particular  section,  as  they  would  be  by  the  proposal. 

Dr.  Eugene  Smith,  of  Michigan,  opposed  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  give  aspirants  to  chairmanships  an  opportunity  of 
packing  meetings  with  their  supporters. 

Dr.  Murphy  thought  the  proposal  was  all  very  well  for  the  Eastern 
States,  but  in  the  West,  men  could  not  always  be  specialists.  The  ex- 
isting rule  worked  well ;  he  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail,  and 
he  should  oppose  the  amendment 

Dr.  Dudley  S.  Reynolds,  of  Kentucky,  spoke  in  opposition  to  the 
amendment. 

A  member  moved  that  further  action  on  the  whole  matter  be  de- 
ferred until  after  the  question  of  receiving  delegates  had  been  settled. 
Not  seconded. 

Dr.  Staples,  of  Minnesota,  said  the  sections  would  only  nominate 
and  not  elect,  so  that  there  would  be  no  use  in  log-rolling. 

Dr.  Murdock,  of  Pennsylvania,  supposed  it  was  important  that  the 
Association  should  not  be  turned  into  a  political  organization.  They 
had  met  to  discuss  medicine  and  science,  and  not  wire-pulling. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Allport,  of  Chicago,  strongly  advocated  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment. 

Further  discussion  pro  and  con  was  participated  in  by  others,  and, 
on  the  amendment  being  put  again,  the  President  decided  by  a  show 
of  hands  that  four-fifths  were  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 

Wednesday's  Proceedings, 
the  committee  on  the  president's  address, 

The  Committee  on  the  President's  Address  was  announced  as  fol- 
lows :  Dr.  Murphy,  Minnesota ;  Dr.  Gihon,  District  of  Columbia ; 
Dr.  Garcelon,  Maine. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  was  then  announced:  Alabama- 
Arkansas,  Dr,  P.  O.  Hooper;  California- Colorado,  Dr.  J.  W.  Gra- 
ham ;  Connecticut,  Dr.  W.  C.  Wile ;  District  of  Columbia,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Bulkley  ;  Dakota  Territory,  Dr.  J.  B.  Van  Velsor ;  Delaware-Florida, 
Dr.  T.  O.  Summers;  Georgia,  Dr.  J.  W.  Bailey;  Illinois,  Dr.  J.  E. 
Owens;  Indiana,  Dr.  T.  B.  Harvey;  Iowa,  Dr.  W.  Watson;  Kansas, 
Dr.  C.  V.  Mottram ;  Kentucky,  Dr.  W.  H.  Wathen ;  Louisiana,  Dr. 
Joseph  Jones;  Maine,  Dr.  Charles  E.  Webster;  Massachusetts,  Dr. 
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E.  W,  Cushing;  Maryland,  Dr.  G.  H.  Rohe;  Michigan,  Dr.  H.  0. 
Walker;  Mississippi,  Dr.  P.  W.Rowland;  Missouri,  Dr.  G.  F.  Dudley; 
Minnesota,  Dr.  H.  H.  Kimball;  Nebraska,  Dr.  W.  M.  Knapp;  New 
HaxTipshire-New  Jersey,  Dr.  E.  L.  B.  Godfrey ;  New  York,  Dr.  E. 
S.  F,  Arnold;  North  Carolina,  Dr.  C.  J.  O'Hagen;  New  Mexico, 
Dr.  W.  R.  Tipton;  Ohio,  Dr.  H.  J.  Sharp;  Oregon-Pennsylvania, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Lange;  Rhode  Island,  Dr.  H.  R.  Storer;  South  Carolina, 
Dr-  R.  A.  Kinloch;  Tennessee,  Dr.  D.  Eve;  Texas,  Dr.  J.  F.  Y. 
Paine;  Vermont,  Dr.  A.  T  Woodward;  Virginia,  Dr.  G.  B.  Mc 
Corkk;  West  Virginia,  Dr.  G.  W.  Baird;  Wisconsin,  Dr.  W.  T.  Gal- 
loway; United  States  Army-United  States  Navy,  Dr.  W.  T.  Howard; 
United  States  Marine -Hospital  Service,  Dr.  W.  Wyman. 

Dr.  Savage,  of  Tennessee,  protested  against  Dr.  Eve  being  placed 
on  the  Nominating  Committee  before  the  question  of  accepting  dele- 
gates from  that  State  was  decided.    The  protest  was  not  noticed 

It  was  then  announced  that  the  Rocky  Mountain  Medical  Society 
would  meet  in  the  Lindell  House  that  evening  at  8  o'clock. 

THE   ADDRESS   IN   ANATOMY   AND   SURGERY. 

The  address  of  Dr.  Nicholas  Senn,  of  Wisconsin,  Chairman  of  the 
Section  in  Anatomy  and  Surgery,  was  a  very  lengthy  and  elaborate 
discussion  of  the  present  status  of  abdominal  surgery.  He  did  not 
encroach  upon  the  field  of  the  gynaecologist,  but  limited  his  paper  to 
the  consideration  of  injuries  and  lesions  of  the  abdominal  region  as 
they  presented  themselves  to  the  physician  and  general  surgeon,  and 
endeavored  to  draw  the  line  distinctly  between  the  feasibility  and 
justifiabilty  of  operating  in  certain  cases.  He  first  considered  at  great 
lengvh  "penetrating  wounds  of  the  abdomen."  The  papers  of  Dr. 
Dennis  and  Dr.  Bryant  were  cited  as  showing  the  deep  interest  felt  in 
this  class  of  cases.  A  difference  should  be  made  between  **  penetrat- 
ing" and  **  gunshot"  wounds  of  the  abdomen. 

In  stab  wounds  there  was  greater  tendency  to  prolapse  of  the  intes- 
tine. The  number  of  recoveries  from  stab  wounds  was  so  great  as  to 
contra-indicate  laparotomy  unless  the  symptoms  were  such  as  to  indi- 
cate injury  of  the  viscera.  If  such  symptoms  were  present,  exploratory 
laparotomy  should  be  done. 

Dr.  Dennis  was  of  the  opinion  that,  where  volvulus  was  present  in 
cases  of  "stab"  wounds,  exploratory  laparotomy  should  be  performed. 
In  "gunshot"  wounds  of  the  abdomen  the  course  of  treatment  was 
more  definitely  settled.     These  wounds  were  so  uniformly  fatal  that, 
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on  the  slightest  suspicion  of  injury  of  the  intestine,  laparotomy  should 
be  performed  as  affording  for  the  patient  the  only  chance  of  relief. 

Dr.  Senn  was  of  the  opinion  that  in  cases  of  stab  wounds  of  the 
abdomen  with  visceral  injuries,  the  physician  would  not  have  done  his 
full  duty  if  he  allowed  his  patient  to  die  without  at  least  suggesting 
abdominal  section  as  a  means  of  relief.  As  a  disinfecting  solution, 
corrosive  sublimate  was  much  to  be  preferred  to  carbolic  acid.  The 
operation  of  abdominal  section  had  for  its  object  positive  diagnosis, 
arrest  of  haemorrhage,  and  the  removal  of  extravasation.  Wounds  of 
the  intestine  should  be  closed  by  the  LambertCzerny  suture.  The 
Doctor  in  his  report  considered  very  fully  laparo-colotomy  in  its  various 
aspects,  and  then  passed  on  to  the  consideration  of  subcutaneous  lac- 
erations of  the  intestine.  These  cases,  in  the  author's  opinion,  were 
more  frequent  than  was  generally  supposed.  They  had  proved  uni- 
versally fatal  under  the  expectant  plan  of  treatment.  The  symptoms 
might  not  be  such  as  to  indicate  serious  mischief  until  fermentation 
took  place,  as  a  contusion  might  occur  and  no  symptoms  be  present 
until  suddenly  there  was  collapse  with  all  the  symptoms  of  perforation 
of  the  intestine.'  Dr.  Weir  placed  the  greatest  stress  upon  the  two 
symptoms,  emphysema  and  collapse,  as  indicating  soon  after  the  injury 
the  disorder  of  the. intestine. 

The  two  important  points  in  searching  for  this  class  of  injuries  were 
the  duodenum  and  jejunum.  Haemorrhage  was  an  important  element 
of  danger.  The  next  subject  considered  was  '<  Intestinal  Obstruction" 
and  the  operation  of  laparotomy  therefor.  Irrigation  of  the  stomach 
had  been  advised  by  Kussmaul,  but  the  results  obtained  were  not  thus 
far  the  most  satisfactory.  The  operation  of  "entero-lithiasis,"  on  ac- 
count of  the  extreme  length  of  the  paper,  was  passed  over,  as  also  those 
of  rupture  of  the  diaphragm  and  enterectomy.  .  Entero-stenosis  offered 
one  of  the  most  favorable  fields  for  the  operation  of  laparotomy  and 
for  recovery.  In  the  reader's  judgment,  the  operation  of  laparotomy 
in  internal  strangulation  was  followed  by  such  a  large  mortality  because 
of  the  time  that  elapsed  before  the  operation  was  performed.  The 
condition  was  easily  recognized,  but  the  position  of  the  strangulation 
was  determined  with  difficulty.  Peritonitis  did  not  contra-indicate  the 
operation  of  laparotomy,  but  the  operation  should  be  done  before  this 
condition  was  present;  the  rule  should  be  to  operate  early.  The 
treatment  of  acute  diffuse  j)eritonitis  by  laparotomy  and  drainage  was 
next  considered  in  a  very  interesting  manner. 
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The  speaker  was  of  the  opinion  that  primary  tuberculosis  of  the 
viscera  could  be  well  treated  by  laparotomy  and  local  treatment  In 
malignant  disease  of  the  oesophagus  the  mortality  was  so  great,  with  or 
without  operation,  as  to  make  it  advisable  that  no  attempt  should  be 
made  to  relieve  the  patient  by  abdominal  section.  In  non-malignant 
disease  the  operation  should  be  done  always.  The  results  thus  far 
obtained  from  the  operation  of  pylorectomy  were  such  as  to  make  it 
wise  that  the  operation  should  be,  at  least,  temporarily  abandoned. 
On  motion,  the  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

'*  Hysteria  and  its  Relations  to  Diseases  of  the  Uterine  Appendages" 
was  the  title  of  the  address  by  Dr.  S.  C.  Gordon,  of  Maine,  Chaimnan 
of  the  Section  in  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women,  and  dealt  princi- 
pally with  the  subject  of  Battey's  operation.  It  consisted  largely  of 
extracts  from  Dr.  Hammond's  book  on  nervous  diseases,  and  the 
recital  of  the  results  of  the  operation  for  removal  of  the  uterine  ap- 
pendages* 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

The  report  of  the  Rush  Monument  Association  was  read  by  Dr. 
Gihon.  The  committee  reported  that,  in  observance  of  the  resolution 
of  April  30,  1885,  at  the  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion, ai  New  Orleans,  the  Rush  Monument  Committee  had  been  in- 
stituted by  the  appointment  of  one  member  from  each  State,  Territory, 
and  national  service  represented  in  the  Association,  and  the  Standing 
Committee  thus  organized  would  forthwith  proceed  with  the  duty  in- 
trusted to  it  by  the  Association — to  wit,  the  collection  of  funds  for  the 
erection  of  a  statue  to  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush  in  the  city  of  Washington 
by  the  members  of  the  profession  of  medicine  in  the  United  States. 
The  committee  would  at  once  undertake  the  work  of  obtaining  sub- 
scriptions^ which  had  been  limited  by  the  Association  to  one  dollar 
from  each  member  of  the  profession  of  medicine  in  the  United  States, 
and  of  receiving  such  voluntary  donations  as  might  be  made  by  persons 
interested  in  this  great  undertaking. 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  it  was  further  announced  that  Riggs's 
Bank,  In  Washington,  D.  C,  would  be  made  the  depository  of  the 
ftmds  of  the  Association. 

A    SECTION    IN    MEDICAL  JURISPRUDENCE. 

Dr.  Quimby,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Formation  of  a 
Section  in  Medical  Jurisprudence,  moved  to  take  the  resolution  from 
the  table.     It  was  carried,  and  the  amendment  to  the  constitution,  so 
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as  to  form  the  section  on  medical  jurisprudence,  was  adopted  by  the 
Association. 

Thursday's  Proceedings, 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported,  as  follows :  For  President, 
E.  H.  Gregory,  of  Missouri;  for  First  Vice-President,  E.  H.  Miller, 
of  Minnesota;  for  Second  Vice-President,  W.  B.  Welch,  of  Arkansas; 
for  Third  Vice-President,  W.  H.  Pancoast,  of  Pennsylvania;  for  Fourth 
Vice-President,  W.  C.  Wile,  of  Connecticut ;  for  Permanent  Secretary, 
W.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Pennsylvania;  for  Assistant  Secretary,  J.  N.  Hyde, 
of  Illinois;  for  Treasurer,  R.  J.  Dunglison,  of  Pennsylvania;  for  Li- 
brarian, C.  H.  A.  Kleinschmidt,  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Committee  on  Necrology,  Chairman,  J.  M.  Toner,  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  one  member  from  each  State. 

FOR  OFFICERS   OF   SECTIONS. 

State  Medicine, — Chairman,  G.  A.  Kitchen,  of  Alabama. 

Ob^eincs and  Gynecology. — Chairman,  S.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kansas; 
Secretary,  W.  W.  Jaggard,of  Illinois. 

Practice  of  Medicine, — Chairman,  John  S.  Lynch,  of  Maryland;  Sec- 
retary, F.  Marvin,  of  Kentucky. 

Surgery. — Chairman,  ^H.  H.  Mudd,  of  Missouri;  Secretary,  J.  H. 
Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Oral  and  Dental  Surgery, — Chairman,  J.  S.  Marshall,  of  Illinois; 
Secretary,  E.  S.  Talbot,  of  Illinois. 

Judicial  Council, — Chairman,  N.  S.  Davis,  of  Illinois;  H.  Brown, 
of  Kentucky,  W.  Brodie,  of  Michigan,  Deering  J.  Roberts,  of  Ten- 
nessee, R.  C.  Moore,  of  Nebraska,  E.  A.  Foster,  of  Maine,  and  J, 
A.  Gray,  of  Georgia. 

Trustees  of  the  Journal  of  the  AssocicUion, — P.  O.  Hooper,  of  Arkan- 
sas, A.  Garcelon,  of  Maine,  and  L.  S.  McMurtry,  of  Kentucky. 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  Charles  G.  Smith,  of 
Illinois. 

The  next  meeting  to  be  held  in  Chicago,  the  first  Tuesday  in  June, 
1887. 

MSTEOROLOGICAL   CONDITIONS   AND  THEIR   RELATIONS  TO  THE  PREVA- 
XENCE   OF   DISEASES. 

The  committee  made  a  report  through  its  Chairman,  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis. 
The  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Cremation  was  read  by  Dr. 
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J.  M.  Keller,  of  Arkansas.  The  committee  moved  to  amend  the 
original  resolution  so  as  to  read : 

**  Resolved,  That  cremation  or  incineration  of  the  dead  has  become  a 
sanitary  necessity  in  populous  cities,  and  that  this  Association  advises 
its  adoption." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  159  to  106. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  President's  Address  recom- 
mended that  Congress  should  be  memorialized  to  appoint  a  scientific 
commission  to  visit  the  habitats  of  yellow  fever  in  Cuba,  Mexico,  and 
Brazil  to  investigate  the  statements  of  Dr.  Carmona  and  Dr.  Freire, 
that  they  have  discovered  a  means  of  preventing  or  modifying  the 
attacks  of  that  disease.  They  could  not  agree  upon  the  question  of 
the  suggested  recession  from  the  recommendation  of  the  metric  system; 
they  approved  of  establishing  a  section  in  dermatology  and  syphilis 
and  of  the  proposal  that  the  several  sections  should  elect  their  own 
officers.  Among  other  suggestions  that  were  approved  of  by  the  com- 
mittee was  that  which  referred  to  a  change  in  the  organic  law  of  the 
Association  whereby  branches  might  be  established,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  the  matter  and 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting.  The  report  was  adopted  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  State  Medicine. 

The  Address  in  Medicine,  treating  of  some  important  points  in 
bacteriology,  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  Dr  James  T.  Whittaker^  of 
Ohio,  and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication 

The  Address  in  State  Medicine  was  read  by  the  Chairman,  Dr. 
John  H.  Rauch,  of  Illinois,  who  defined  State  medicine  as  the  office 
of  the  sanitarian  promoted  by  the  State.  He  predicted  its  perfection, 
and  its  extinction  when  every  member  of  the  community  should  have 
become  by  education  a  sanitarian,  making  the  interference  of  the  State 
unnecessary.  He  referred  to  the  regulating  of  medical  practice  by  the 
State,  which  was  now  done  by  thirty-three  States  and  Territories.  He 
stated  that  there  were  one  hundred  and  twenty  medical  colleges  in  the 
United  States,  in  which  the  facilities  for  teaching  and  the  competency 
of  the  instructors  would  compare  favorably  with  those  of  similar  insti- 
tutions in  any  part  of  the  world.  The  number  of  physicians  in  the 
United  States  was  stated  as  106,947.  He  recommended  that  the  As- 
sociation place  itself  on  record  as  in  favor  of  an  extension  of  the  term 
of  study  to  four  years,  and  of  the  period  of  attendance  of  lectures  to 
three  full  terms,  with  ample  hospital  and  clinical  experience,  as  among 
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the  requirements  for  graduation.  He  urged  the  appointment  by  the 
Association  of  a  Standing  Committee  on  Medical  Legislation  to  frame 
a  law  for  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine,  which  law,  when  it  had 
been  indorsed  by  the  Association,  should  be  the  standard  to  which  all 
existing  laws  must  conform.  State  and  municipal  boards  had  done 
effective  work  in  their  respective  spheres,  but  the  subject  of  the  regis- 
tration of  vital  statistics  was  still  in  an  unsatisfactory  state,  yet  the 
death-rate  for  1885  compared  favorably  with  that  of  previous  years. 
He  said  that  the  National  Board  of  Health  continued  under  the  act  of 
March  3,  1879,  and  that  a  reenactment  of  the  law  of  June  2,  1879, 
would  restore  it  at  once  to  activity.  He  commended  the  work  done 
by  the  American  Public  Health  Association,  which  was  of  more  than 
usual  practical  value.  The  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mississippi  Valley, 
although  it  had  not  been  called  upon  for  action,  was  still  organized  and 
ready  for  an  emergency. 
The  address  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

AN  APPROPRIATION   BY   CONGRESS   FOR    THE    INTERNATIONAL  MEDICAL 

CONGRESS, 

A  resolution  was  offered  by  Dr.  A.  Y.  P.  Garnett,  requesting  dele- 
gates to  use  their  influence  with  the  members  of  Congress  in  their  re- 
spective districts  in  view  of  obtaining  an  appropriation  to  assist  the 
profession  of  this  country  in  properly  receiving  and  entertaining  the 
Ninth  International  Medical  Congress.  The  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

The  Treasurer's  report,  of  which  a  summary  was  read  by  the  Secre 
tary,  showed  a  balance  of  $378.39  in  the  treasury. 

The  Librarian's  report  showed  that  there  were  7,030  volumes  in  the 
library,  and,  at  his  suggestion,  an  appropriation  of  ten  dollars  was  made 
for  a  subscription  to  the  '*  Index  Medicus.'' 

A  SECTION   IN   DERMATOLOGY   AND   SYPHILOGRAPHY. 

Dr.  Gihon  offered  a  pro  forma  resolution,  to  be  brought  up  for 
adoption  at  the  next  meeting,  that  such  a  section  be  organized. 

AMENDMENT   OF   THE  ORGANIC   LAW. 

Dr.  Gihon  also  moved  that  a  committee  of  nine,  to  include  the 
President-elect  and  the  four  Vice-Presidents-elect,  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair  to  consider  the  various  propositions  looking  to  the  amendment 
of  the  organic  law  of  the  Association  by  the  establishment  of  branches, 
or  in  any  other  way ;  the  committee  to  report  at  the  next  annual  meet- 
ing what  measures  of  reorganization,  if  any,  might  be  desirable. 
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Friday's  Proceedings, 
final  report  of  the  committee  on  nominations. 

Section  in  Medical  Jurisprudence. — Isaac  N.  Quimby,  Chairman. 

Section  in  State  Medicine, — George  H.  Rohe,  Chaurman;  Walter 
Wyman,  Secretary. 

Section  in  Diseases  of  Children. — De  Laske-Miller,  Chairman;  W. 
P.  Lawrence,  Secretary. 

Section  in  Practice  of  Medicine. — ^John  S.  Lynch,  Chairman;  

Marvin,  Secretary. 

Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman  was  then  introduced  and  made  a  speech  of 
welcome  to  those  assembled. 

A   CALL   FOR   THE   REPORT   OF   THE  JUDICIAL   COUNCIL. 

Dr.  C.  K.  Mills,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  report  of  the  Judicial  Council  be  heard. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Hamilton,  of  the  Marine-Hospital  Service,  the 
motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

REPORT   OF   THE   COMMITTEE  ON   PUBLICATION. 

The  committee,  through  Dr.  Davis  and  Dr.  Toner,  submitted  its 
report  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the 
Journal  had  been  issued  regularly  since  the  last  annual  meeting. 
The  present  status,  from  the  financial  and  other  points  of  view,  was  as 
follows:  The  circulation  had  been  4,020,  of  which  3,050  had  gone  to 
members,  850  to  subscribers,  and  120  to  exchanges.  At  the  close  of 
the  period  covered  by  the  report,  the  total  circulation  was  4,271,  of 
which  3,374  went  to  members,  645  to  subscribers,  and  250  to  ex- 
changes, thus  showing  a  net  decrease  of  205  in  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers. The  net  increase  of  membership  had  been  324,  and  that  of 
exchanges  132,  thus  making  an  increase  of  251  in  the  mailing  list 
The  decrease  in  the  number  of  subscribers  was  due  mainly  to  deaths 
and  to, the  fact  that  a  number  of  subscribers  had  become  ''members 
by  application,"  and  the  failure  to  obtain  new  sub^ribers  to  take  their 
places  was  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  New  York  new  code  party, 
and  to  the  controversy  over  the  International  Medical  Congress.  The 
receipts  of  the  Journal^  from  all  sources,  during  the  year  had  been 
$5,330.46,  and  $5,435  were  still  due  from  subscribers,  about  half  of 
which  sum,  it  was  reasonable  to  assume,  would  be  paid  by  the  close 
of  the  present  year,  while  the  other  half  was  due  from  persons  who 
had  repudiated  their  orders.    The  expense  of  publication  had  been 
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decreased  by  $1,500.  The  Trustees  were  authorized  to  expend  not  to 
exceed  $6,000  for  editorial  work,  but,  on  account  of  lack  of  funds, 
they  had  had  to  limit  the  amount  so  expended  to  $3, 1 1 5 .  The  Trustees 
felt  that  the  same  general  policy  of  the  Journal  should  be  continued, 
and  it  was  announced  that  the  present  editor,  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  had 
consented  to  serve  for  another  year. 

REPORT   OF  THE  JUDICIAL  COUNCIL. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Toner  read  the  final  report  of  the  Council.  Inasmuch  as 
the  constitution  recognized  only  State  societies,  and  county,  local,  and 
district  societies  which  were  in  affiliation  with  State  societies,  the  tri- 
States  delegates  had  not  been  admitted.  After  thorough  consideration 
of  the  protest  against  admitting  the  delegates  from  the  Davidson 
County,  Tenn.,  Medical  Society,  it  had  appeared  that  the  evidence 
was  not  sufficient  to  deny  them  registration,  but  the  Council  admon- 
ished the  society  to  put  itself  in  affiliation  with  the  State  society  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment.  The  protest  in  the  case  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley  Medical  Association  had  not  been  accompanied  by  any  charges 
or  specifications;  therefore  the  Council  had  not  been  able  to  take  any 
action  in  the  case,  and  the  delegates  had  been  admitted.  A  like  re- 
port was  made  in  the  case  of  Dr.  W.  Dixon,  of  Henderson,  Ky. 
Concerning  the  matter  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society, 
the  case  had  been  reopened  on  account  of  the  presentation  of  new 
testimony,  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  delegates  held  docu- 
ments from  the  society,  it  had  appeared  that  the  methods  of  their 
election  had  been  such  ps  to  call  for  their  rejection  as  delegates.  The 
report  also  recommended  that  their  dues  he  refunded,  and  the  whole 
matter  referred  back  to  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society.  The 
report  was  adopted.  (On  the  preceding  day  the  Council  had  decided 
to  admit  the  delegates,  and  had  sent  a  report  to  that  effect  to  the  Sec- 
retary, but,  before  it  could  be  reached  in  the  order  of  business,  the 
additional  testimony  was  received,  which  caused  them  to  withdraw  the 
report  and  a.sk  for  further  time.  This  step  was  taken,  it  was  said,  to 
keep  out  a  factional  spirit  that  might  cause  disorder  and  possibly  the 
disruption  of  the  Association.) 

The  address  in  Ophthalmology  and  Laryngology  was  then-  delivered 
by  the  Chairman  of  the  Section,  Dr.  Eugene  Smith,  of  Michigan.  It 
related  chiefly  to  the  use  of  cocaine  in  ophthalmic  practice,  to  mumps 
as  a  cause  of  unilateral  deafness,  and  to  the  discovery  of  the  relations 
of  certain  conditions  of  the  nasal  passages  to  disorders  of  the  lower 
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portions  of  the  respiratory  tract  and  such  other  disorders  as  asthma, 
chorea,  and  epilepsy.  Intubation  of  the  larynx  had  been  revived,  and 
with  such  marvelous  results  as  to  make  it  probable  that  this  operation 
would  take  the  place  of  tracheotomy.  The  address  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publication. 

PROPOSED   REGULATION   OF   MEDICAL   STUDY   AND   PRACTICE. 

Dr.  J.  H.  Rauch,  Chairman  of  the  Section  in  State  Medicine,  offered 
the  following  resolution:  That,  in  accordance  with  the  suggestions 
contained  in  his  address,  the  Association  direct  the  Section  in  State 
Medicine  to  prepare  and  report  at  the  next  annual  meeting  a  form  of 
law  regulating  the  conditions  required  as  preliminary  to  the  study  of 
medicine,  for  graduation,  and  for  the  license  to  practice,  to  be  urged 
upon  the  several  States,  in  order  to  secure  uniformity  in  methods  and 
results  throughout  the  United  States.     Adopted. 

THE  CHOICE  OF   OFFICERS   OF   SECTIONS. 

Dr.  Keller  introduced  an  amendment,  to  lie  over  for  a  year,  placing 
the  nomination  of  ofHcers  of  sections  in  the  hands  of  the  Nominating 
Committee. 

THE  CASE  OF  THE   PHILADELPHIA   COUNTY   MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

Dr.  John  B.  Roberts,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  a  series  of  resolutions 
in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Judicial  Council. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Octerlony,  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

In  consequence  of  limited  time  the  addresses  of  Dr.  W.  D.  Haggard, 
of  Tennessee,  Chairman  of  the  Section  of  Diseases  of  Children,  and 
Dr.  Marshall,  Chairman  of  the  Section  of  Dental  and  Oral  Surgery, 
were  read  by  title. 

The  report  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Necrology  was 
dispensed  with. 

A  motion  was  introduced  that  the  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson, 
be  given  $200  from  the  treasury  as  an  honorarium  for  his  excellent 
services  and  for  his  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  Atkinson  thanked  the  author  of  the  motion,  and  stated  that  he 
could  not  accept  the  money,  as  the  Association  was  in  greater  need  of 
it     At  his  request  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

The  Committee  on  Branches  was  announced  to  be  constituted  by 
the  Presidentelect,  the  Vice-President-elect,  the  SecreUry,  Dr.  N.  S. 
Davis,  Dr.  A.  L.  Gihon,  and  Dr.  J.  M.  Toner. 

Dr.  A.  E.  Baldwin,  of  Illinois,  moved  that  those  portions  of  Dr. 
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Robert* s  resolutions  which  reflected  upon  the  President  and  the  Secre- 
tary be  expunged  from  thje  minutes.     Carried  unanimously. 

Dr.  Roberts  tendered  his  resignation  of  the  position  of  Secretary  of 
the  Section  in  Anatomy,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  section  was  directed 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

The  new  President  was  then  escorted  to  the  chair,  and  briefly  thanked 
the  meeting  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  him. 

At  12:15  p.  M.  the  meeting  adjourned,  about  1,165  members  and 
delegates  having  been  present  from  first  to  last. 


The  Doctor's  Friend. — We  think  that  all  of  our  readers  who  were 
present  either  at  the  New  Orleans  or  St.  Louis  meetings  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  will  recognize  the  above  illustration,  which 
was  executed  for  the  Southern  Practitioner  by  Mr.  Russell,  who 
now  has  charge  of  the  photo-zinc  process  for  the  Nashville  Daily 
American,  By  this  process,  an  engraving  of  a  photograph,  pen  or 
pencil  drawing  can  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  ready  for  the 
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press  in  a  few  hours,  the  reproduction  being  exact  and  correct  to  a 
line — either  enlarged  or  reduced  from  the  original.  Our  contributors, 
hereafter,  who  desire  to  illustrate  their  articles,  need  only  to  send  a 
good  clear  photograph,  ambrotype,  tin-type,  pen  or  pencil  drawing,  and 
we  can  assure  them  that  it  will  be  correctly  reproduced  for  the  benefit 
of  the  readers  of  their  articles. 

We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  using  a  photograph  of  our  handsome 
friend  Jordan  W.  Lambert,  President  of  the  Lambert  Pharmacal  Co., 
of  St.  Louis,  to  whom,  as  much  as  any  one  of  the  hospitable  citizens 
of  the  **  Central  City  of  the  Universe,"  the  visiting  members  of  the 
last  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Association  are  so  much  indebted 
for  the  success  and  satisfactory  results  of  that  meeting.  Whenever  any 
one  wanted  anything,  or  wanted  to  know  anything,  Lambert  was 
always  on  hand ;  and  although  he  certainly  was  the  busiest  man  we 
saw  in  St.  Louis,  from  the  first  day  of  the  meeting  to  the  last,  he  was 
unflagging  and  untiring  in  his  interest  and  zeal.  The  handsome  ex- 
hibit of  the  Pharmacal  Co.,  of  which  he  is  the  President,  was  entrusted 
to  his  very  efficient  and  courteous  aids,  he  giving  his  entire  energies  to 
the  entertainment  and  enjoyment  of  the  delegates  and  members  of  the 
Association. 

Like  his  invaluable  preparation,  Listerine^  so  well  and  favorably 
known  to  the  profession,  he  is  appreciated  at  home  as  well  as  abroad,  as 
evidenced  by  the  following  editorial  in  the  St.  Louis  Weekly  Medical 
Review  of  May  15.  1886.  Hence  we  have  no  hesitation  in  calling  him 
the  **  Doctor's  Friend:" 

*'We  think  that  the  medical  profession  of  St.  Louis  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude  to  Mr.  J.  W.  Lambert,  Chairman  of  the  Citizens'  Auxiliary 
Committee.  Up  to  within  a  few  weeks  of  the  cohvention,  uncertainty 
and  doubt  reigned  supreme;  but  under  the  skillful  management  of 
Mr.  Lambert,  everything  was  soon  in  good  running  shape  for  work. 

**His  excellent  tact,  taste  and  executive  ability  were  everywhere 
apparent  in  the  planning  of  the  various  entertainments  and  the  carry- 
ing out  of  the  same.  But  the  mid-week  feature,  the  reception  and 
ball  at  the  Merchants'  Exchange,  and  the  grand  closing  climax,  the 
steamboat  excursion  on  Friday,  was  essentially  Lambertian  in  its  every 
detail  and  the  result  obtained. 

''It  seems  peculiarly  appropriate  that  the  man  who  has  so  thoroughly 
identified  himself  with  the  members  of  our  profession  in  a  pharmaceu- 
tical way  should  have  been  the  one  selected  to  carry  oflf  the  honors. 
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"As  the  comiog  years  roll  on,  and  every  one  connectedjwith  the 
Association  entertainment  shall  have  almost  passed  out^of  mind,  each 
and  every  one  of  Jordqn  W.  Lambert's  tasty  pharmaceutical  reminders 
win  recall  sweet  and  pleasant  recollections  of  the  convention  of  '86  at 
St  Louis." 


Resignation. — From  the  12th  Regular  Announcement  of  the  Med- 
ical Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee  (the  Nashville  Medical 
College),  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  which  will  soon  be  ready, 
for  distribution,  we  make  the  following  extract : 

**Prof.  Deering  J.  Roberts,  M.D.,  after  nine  years  of  faithful,  able 
and  satisfactory  service,  has  resigned  the  chair  of  Theory  and  Practice 
of  Medicine,  but  fortunately  for  the  institution,  and  the  importance  of 
the  chair,  the  faculty  have  created  two  distinct  chairs  of  Practice  of 
Medicine,  and  have  assigned  gentlemen  well  known  as  scientists  to  the 
same." 

The  gentlemen  above  alluded  to  are  Dr.  A.  P.  Waterfield,  of  Union 
City,  Tenn.,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Cain,  of  Nashville. 

In  relinquishing  the  chair  in  which  I  have  labored  earnestly  and 
ardently  for  the  best  interests  of  honorable  medicine  and  the  institution 
with  which  I  have  been  contiected,  and  for  which  I  heartily  wish  the 
most  unbounded  success,  I  think  it  only  necessary  to  wish  my  suc- 
cessors, as  I  most  sincerely  do,  the  same  courtesy,  kindness  and  unre- 
mitting attention  from  succeeding  classes  that  I  haVe  enjoyed  in  the 
past.  Deering  J.  Roberts,  M.D. 


Lactated  Food,  manufactured  by  Wells  &  Richardson  Co.,  of 
Burlington,  Vt.,  is  well  worthy  a  trial.  The  coming  of  the  hot 
season  will  necessarily  be  attended  by  more  or  less  illness  with  young 
children.  To  those  who  have  to  be  fed  by  artificial  means,  it  will 
certainly  prove  a  valuable  adjuvant.  It  will  also  prove  of  value  to 
dyspeptics. 

Wayne's  Elixir  op  Juniper  and  Acetate  of  Potash. — Our 
readers  are  respectfully  requested  to  read  carefully  the  advertisement 
of  the  above  named  preparation.  We  have  made  repeated  trials  of  it, 
and  find  it  a  most  excellent  combination  of  mild,  unirritating,  yet  effi- 
cacious diuretics 
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FAITH  OR  PRATER  CURE. 


BY 
S.   P.   CRAWFORD,  A.M.,  M.D.,  STOCKTON^  CAL. 


lu  an  article  under  the  head  of  Payoho'therapeuiioa,  published 
bj  me^  some  years  ago,  in  the  Nashville  Journal  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  1  set  forth  the  modus  operandi,  from  a  physiological 
stand-point,  of  mind  upon  the  organism.  I  desire  in  this  article 
to  elucidate  the  so-called  prayer  cure  from  the  same  stand-point 

That  many  seemingly  unreasonable  cures  have  occurred  from 
the  laying  on  of  hands  in  prayer  I  do  not  question ;  but  that 
there  is  any  overstepping  the  laws  of  nature,  any  miraculous  in- 
tervention of  Divine  power,  in  the  cure  of  such  cases,  I  do  ques- 
ton.  Faith,  which  is  the  essential  condition  of  the  mind  in  prayer, 
may^  under  certain  conditions  of  the  organism,  become  a  therapeu- 
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tic  agent  of  no  mean  value.  Bat  that  faith  and  prayer  must  be 
exercised  by  the  heart  of  the  patient  himself.  Prayers  of  friends 
or  church  are  futile  as  the  wind  that  hlows^  whei^e  the  heart  of 
the  patient  is  not  enlisted  and  deeply  solicitous.  The  condition 
of  mind  has  much  to  do  in  the  cure  of  disease.  Moroseness, 
despondency,  and  forebodings  of  evil,  are  depressing  to  nervous 
energy,  detrimental  to  remedial  agents,  and  also  to  health,  where 
no  disease  prevails,  and  are  best  met  through  the  mind,  where 
"  Hope  calls  each  slumbering  passion  into  play.''  There  are  many 
functional  disorders  of  a  pure  mental  character  that  are  best  met 
through  mental  channels.  Among  this  class  of  diseases  is  the 
greatest  efficacy  of  the  so-called  prayer  cure  with  the  religiously 
disposed ;  but  with  the  Jrreligious  or  unbeleiver,  such  prayers 
are  without  avail,  for  the  condition  of  mind  is  wanting  through 
which  the  organism  may  be  impressed  as  by  the  Christian's  faith. 
Then,  again,  there  are  diseases  of  an  organic  nature,  arising  from 
the  action  of  the  mind  upon  its  own  organ,  the  body,  to  meet 
which  the  mind  must  be  restored  to  its  normal  condition.  Then, 
again,  prayer  and  faith  may  be  called  into  requsition  with  benefit, 
in  those  of  religious  faith.  There  is  no  supernatural  agency,  or 
suspension,  or  overleaping  of  natnral  laws  in  such  cases.  They 
are  explicable  upon  physiologicals  principles,  as  much  so  as  the 
cure  of  such  diseases  by  other  means.  Such  cures  are  only  of  a 
eubjeotive  nature,  coming  through  reflex  action  of  the  brain  by 
mind  force  upon  the  organism.  John  Hunter,  one  of  the  great- 
est combined  physiologist  and  surgeons  in  the  history  of  medi- 
cine, was  the  first,  I  believe,  to  announce,  more  than  n  hundred 
years  ago,  the  doctrine  of  reflex  action,  or  the  power  of  the  mind 
to  re-transmit  impressions.  He  declared  he  could  so  direct  his 
atteDtion  to  a  part  as  to  cause  a  sensation  in' that  part.  This  re- 
flex action  of  tb^  nerves  of  sense  through  the  mind,  producing  a 
geQBation  in  th^^ir  peripheral  extremities,  we  call  eubfective  «ensa- 
Hon.  Uuder  this  tiead  ib  explained  many  seemingly  mysterious 
ind  miraculous  things  —  apparitions,  hallucinations,  second 
eighty  and  all  that  there  is  in  that  modern  delusion,  Spiritualism. 
These  things  are  e:^plicable  under  the  head  of  subjective  aensa- 
tioDij  and  there  i^  nothing  more  supernatural  i^bout  them  than 
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there  is  id  an  objective  sensation.  All  knowledge  that  we  gain 
of  the  outward  world  is  through  the  nerves  of  sense,  and  is 
termed  objective  sensation.  The  five  senses  are  the  channels 
through  which  we  hold  communication  with  outward  things. 
This  knowledge,  or  sensations,  is  stored  away  in  the  brain  to  be 
called  up  again  and  again,  and  viewed  mentally.  We  remember 
the  faces  of  persons,  the  appearance  of  things,  the  taste  of  objects, 
the  sound  of  voice,  etc.,  long  after  the  sensation  were  first  pro- 
duced by  the  objects.  So  strong  is  the  remembrance,  in  some 
instances,  under  peculiar  conditions  of  the  brain,  that,  under  re- 
flex action  of  the  nerves  of  sense,  the  objects  are  seen,  felt,  or 
heard  again.  The  objects  seen  are  apparitions,  while  those  heard 
or  felt  are  hallucinations.  The  object«i  are  not  present,  but  the 
sensations  that  the  objects  once  made  are  re-transmitted.  Bi&:ht 
here  is  the  solution  of  all  that  Spiritualism  ever  was,  or  can  ever 
claim  to  be.  If  the  shadow  of  a  spirit  was  ever  seen  in  any 
seance,  it  was  the  apparition  of  an  abnormally  sensitive  brain. 
Brains  thus  affected  are  in  a  state  of  hyperassthesia,  standing  upon 
the  verge  of  mental  alienation,  requiring  but  little  encourage- 
ment in  that  direction  to  dethrone  reason.  ^ 

In  all  our  organs  of  sense,  the  mind  possesses  the  power  of  re- 
transmitting through  the  nervous  filaments  to  the  expansion  of 
the  nerves,  which  are  acted  upon  by  the  external  objects,  impres- 
sions which  these  nerves  had  previously  transmitted  to  the  brain, 
and  the  mind  sees  and  feels  them  as  though  they  were  transmis- 
sions from  external  objects.  The  mind  is  capable,  in  a  normal 
state  of  the  brain,  of  exerting  a  salutary  or  malign  influence 
upon  the  organism.  The  influence  of  the  mind  upon  the  body 
has  long  been  recognized,  but  modern  medicine  has  been  so  bur- 
dened with  materialism,  that  the  physician  scarcely  thinks  of 
anything  else  but  tangible  agents,  and  makes  no  attempt  to  avail 
himself  of  mind  force  over  the  body  as  he  should  do.  The  mind 
has  been  left,  almost  exclusively,  for  quacks  and  mountebanks  to 
play  upon.  Intangible  agents  are  as  potent  for  good  or  evil, 
oftentimes,  as  those  of  a  tangible  nature.  The  mind  is  an  in- 
tangible agent,  and  it  matters  not  whether  it  be  regarded,  as  with 
some,  a  product  of  the  brain,  or,  as  with  others,  an  emanation  of 
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the  Divine  miDd,  its  action  is  the  same,  and  must  be  recognised 
as  a  potent  agent^  both  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of  disease. 

The  mind  acts  upon  the  body  through  its  elementary  constitu- 
ents^ ifUdleot,  volUioUy  and  emotion.  *'  The  body  may  wallow  in 
December  snow  by  thinking  on  fantastic  heat/' 

We  are  all  familiar  with  the  fact,  that  vomiting  may  be  pro- 
duced by  thinking  of  something  nauseous.  This  is  due  to  reflex 
action  of  the  nerve  centers,  called  into  action  by  the  powers  of 
the  mind  upon  those  centers.  The  prayer  of  faith  operates,  prin- 
cipally, through  the  emotions  upon  the  heart  and  circulation.  The 
mind,  through  emotional  feeling,  is  forcibly  directed  into  other 
channels,  and  called  away  from  foreboding  evil  and  pain  to  the 
Elysian  fields  of  hope.  Faith  begets  hope,  joy,  peace  and  resigna- 
tion of  mind.  These  hopeful  emotions  affect  the  nervous  centers 
which  are  transmitted  to  the  heart,  increasing  the  circulatory  and 
secretory  systems,  thereby  improving  digestion  and  assimilation, 
just  as  tonics  and  stimulants,  do,  the  former  acting  from  the  center 
to  peripheral  extremities,  the  latter  from  the  peripheral  extrem- 
ities to  the  center.  In  both  cases  virtue  lies  in  the  power  of 
re-transmission  from  center  to  circumference.  In  mind  force, 
there  is  in  fact  a  re-transmission  of  one's  self  again,  under  which 
many  imaginary  and  functional  disorders  vanish.  Even  when 
there  are  no  organic  troubles,  this  buoyant  state  of  mind  greatly 
aids  other  agents  in  their  cure.  Prayer,  then,  in  disease,  with  re- 
ligiously disposed  minds,  should  not  be  ignored,  for  it  is  not  with- 
out efficacy.  Its  virtue  is  explicable  upon  scientific  principles  as  is 
the  cure  of  disease  by  other  means.  But  as  practiced  in  prayer  cure 
establishments,  it  is  nothing  but  superstition  and  blatant  obarla- 
tarism.  The  thing  to  be  condemned  in  this  so-called  t>raj(er  cure,  is 
the  ignoring  the  means  God  has  given  us,  and  folding  the  arms  and 
waiting  for  the  Lord  to  do  what  we  should  do  ourselves.  If  this 
is  not  tempting  and  insulting  the  Lord,  it  is  asking  too  much  of 
Him,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  As  well  might  we  ask  the  Lord  to 
send  us  a  bountiful  harvest,  while  we  sit  in  the  shade  and  neither 
plow  nor  sow.  Prayer  is  beneficial  only  so  far  as  the  hope  it 
inspires,  and  in  many  cases  is  a  valuable  adjuvant  toother  meansi 
and  in  many  imaginary  and  functional  disorders  majr  be  alone 
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saffioient.  It  is  divinely  ordered  we  flhould  work  as  well  as 
pray.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  true  rationale  of  all  theologi- 
cal iherapeutics. 

Prayer^  then,  from  a  theological  as  well  as  a  physiological  stand- 
point, is  subjective  in  its  nature.  Prayer  is  not  to  benefit  God, 
adds  nothing  to  Uis  power  or  glory,  conveys  po  knowledge  to 
Him  that  He  did  not  already  know,  creates  no  new  emotions  in 
the  breast  of  the  Sovereign,  and  does  not  alter  or  change  His 
purpose,  but  simply  brings  us  as  subjects  into  harmony  with 
His  will  or  law,  from  which  blessings  follow  our  efforts  as  a 
Datural  sequence.  In  prayer,  we  are  not  passive  spectators,  but 
actors  in  the  scene.  In  dealing  with  the  sick  in  prayer,  any  other 
view  is  folly,  nay,  criminal,  for  we  reject,  oftentimes,  the  only 
means  in  our  power  of  doing  good. 

Observe,  that  I  have  refrained  from  touching  upon  that  higher 
theology,  which  is  foreign  to  my  present  subject — the  power  of 
the  Divine  Spirit  upon  the  spirit  or  mind  of  man  in  prayer,  but 
only  the  power  of  the  mind  thus  affected  upon  the  organism. 
Prayer,  in  a  strict  theological  sense,  occupies  a  higher  plane  and 
is  ordained  for  infinitely  higher  motives  than  material  existence. 
That  the  organization  through  the  mind  may  be  salutarily  im- 
pressed in  prayer,  in  those  imbued  with  the  christian's  faith  and 
hope,  is  admitted ;  but  to  make  it  the  whole  duty  to  the  sick  is 
in  violation  of  all  law,  as  well  as  Divine  command,  which  requires 
OB  to  prove  our  faith  by  our  works.  The  mind  may  be  impressed 
by  other  conditions  than  those  of  prayer.  In  a  therapeutic 
sense,  it  matters  not  by  what  method  the  mind  is  impressed,  so 
hope,  rising  upon  the  wings  of  imagination,  '^spreads  a  charm 
for  every  woe." 

All  the  virtue  there  is  in  homoeopathy,  lies  in  the  imagination 
of  the  patient,  and  so  for  as  the  hope  it  can  inspire  is  salutary, 
just  so  far  may  this  caricature  on  medicine  become  beneficial . 
This  is  all  there  is  in  it.  No  man  with  his  wits  about  him,  who 
pretends  to  practice  medicine,  can  believe  for  a  moment  that  a 
dose  of  medicine  attenuated  to  infinity,  or  wsiter  potentiated  by 
moonshine,  can  have  the  least  effect,  save  through  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  credulous. 
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THE  TREATMENT   OF   ACUTE   SPORADIC   DYSEN- 
TERIES. 


BY 
BY  Q.  C.  SMITH,  M.D.,   AUSTIN,  TEXAS. 


There  is  nothiDg  Dew,  much  less  original,  in  this  paper,  it  is 
most  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  lay  down  specific  rules,  or 
precise  directions,  for  the  routine  treatment  of  any  class  of  dis- 
eases, that  will  be  of  appropriate  general  application. 

We  speak  of  dysenteries  in  the  plural,  as  their  origin  is  trace- 
able to  a  variety  of  causes  and  conditions  more  or  less  diverse. 

When  the  patient  is  first  seen,  careful  enquiry  should  be  made, 
as  to  the  character  and  amount  of  the  alvine  evacuations  at  the 
commencement,  and  for  one  or  two  days  prior  to  the  beginning 
of  the  disease,  and  careful  palpation  of  the  abdomen  should  be 
made  to  ascertain  if  there  be  retained  solid  fecal  accumulations 
in  the  bowel.  If  the  history  of  the  case,  or  palpation,  reveals 
that  there  are  retained  solid  fecal  matters  in  the  bowel,  audi  the 
patient  be  not  much  prostrated,  then  phosphate  of  soda  should  be 
given,  one  or, two  full  doses,  so  that  the  bowels  move  freely  once 
or  twice;  but  no  further  purgation  should  be  induced  during  the 
treatment  of  the  case.  But  purgation,  preliminary  or  otherwise, 
is  rarely  indicated  in  the  treatment  of  dysenteries. 

However,  such  medicines  as  aloes,  colocynth  and  phosphate  of 
soda,  if  given  in  minute  doses,  often  produce  decided  benefit,  es- 
pecially in  the  treatment  of  the  acute  sthenic  forms  of  dysenteries. 

The  remedies  we  have  found  most  useful  in  the  treatment  of 
acute  dysenteries,  are  as  follows :  belladonna,  ipecac,  capsicum,  gel- 
seminm,  aconite,  iodine,  nux  vomica,  spirits  turpentine,  cinchonas, 
baptisia,  aromatic  spirits  ammonia,  sal ycin,  lupulin,  logwood,  sub- 
nitrate  of  bismuth,  and  vegetable  charcoal.  However,  no  one 
case  is  likely  to  require  the  use  of  so  many  remedies  as  all  thoae 
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just  enamerated ;  but  'tis  rare  that  other  remedies  than  those  just 
mentioned  are  required  to  suooeasfally  treat  even  severe  oases  of 
acute  dysentery.  Sporadic  acute  dysentery  is  generally  preceded 
by  a  diarrhoeal  condition  of  one  or  two  or  more  days,  and  when 
first  called  to  a  severe  case  of  acute  dysentery^  we  usually  find  the 
patient  in  great  pain^  of  a  more  or  less  paroxysmal  character^ 
which  is  greatly  aggravated  at  each  frequent  alvine  effort,  small 
bloody  mucus  discharges,  lower  abdomen  tender  on  pressure,  renal 
secretion  greatly  diminished  or  suppressed,  soft  pulse,  more  or  less 
fever,  thirst,  irritable  stomach,  foul  tongue,  and  loss  of  appetite. 
Such  cases  are  often  aggravated  and  seriously  complicated  by  [the 
administration  of  opium  previous  to  the  physician  being  called,  who 
may  be  so  unwise  as  to  continue  the  administration  of  this  delusive 
but  most  pernicious  drug — in  the  treatment  of  dysenteries.  To 
quickly  relieve  such  a  case  as  we  have  just  briefly  outlined,  we 
would  begin  by  immediately  giving  a  hypodermic  of  1-60  to  1-30 
^rain  sulph.  atropia,  cover  the  abdomen  with  dry,  thick,  hot 
cloths,  applying  soothing  liniment  to  the  abdomen  if  there  be 
great  pain,  frequent  amall  drinks  of  cool^  acidulated  drinks,  or 
plain  water.  Soon  the  patient  will  be  greatly  relieved  of  pain, 
and  the  stomach  in  retainable  condition.  Then,  say  an  hour 
after  the  hypodermic,  begin  the  administration  of  something 
like  the  following : 

R    Fluid  Extract  Belladonna 31. 

Green  Tincture  Gelsemium ^ii. 

Tincture  Aconite  Rad  (Fleming's) gtt.  iv. 

Arom  Spirits  Ammonia Jss. 

Slix.  Laotopeptine  qs.  ft ..^^ii. 

M.  Ft.  Sol. 

S.  Teaspoonful  every  one  to  three  hours,  as  may  be  required 
to  control  pain^in  the  bowels. 

Also: 

R.    Bx.  Cinchona 

Bx.  Lupulin  aa gttxii. 

Ex.  Capsicum gtt.  ii. 

Ex.  Ipecac gtt.  iv. 

M.  Pt  12  pills  and  Silver  Coat. 

S.  One  pill  three  times  a  day — preferably  just  after  meals. 
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Should  the  renal  seoretion  be  suppressed^  or  notably  dimin- 
ished, spirits  turpentine,  prepared  as  follows,  would  be  in  order: 

R.    Spirits  Turpentine 

Sugar  Milk ^ 

Pure  Sugar,  aa ^i 

Oil  Sassafras, gtt  iv. 

Chloroform  Water ^...gss.  mix  well. 

Add: 

PI.  Ex.  Ipecac,  gt it 

Cinnamon  Water,  q.  pts.  ed f.  ^ii. 

M.  Pt  Emulsion. 

S.  Teaapoonful  every  two  to  four  hours  until  renal 
secretion  is  restored. 

Spirits  turpentine  is  also  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  more  ad- 
vanced stages  of  many  cases  of  dysentery.  But  should  the  case 
have  gone  on  for  several  days,  from  bad  to  worse,  then  other 
remedies,  in  addition  to  those  just  formulated,  are  often  benefi- 
cial. 

If  the  alvine  discharges  are  very  foetid,  vegetable  charcoal, 
spirits  turpentine,  and  baptisia  are  in  order.  If  there  be  a  tend- 
ency to  diarrhoea,  then  salycin,  sub  nitrate  of  bismuth,  and  log- 
wood would  be  appropriate.  In  malarial  dysentery — in  addition 
to  the  remedies  formulated— cinchona,  iodine,  ipecac,  and  arsenic, 
would  be  specially  indicated. 

In  all  forms,  and  in  all  stages,  special  attention  should  be  given 
toward  aiding  digestion,  for  the  diet  of  dysenteric  patients  is  a 
matter  of  the  first  importance  in  all  cases.  For  with  horizontal 
rest,  proper  alimentation,  and  care,  many  cases  will  -speedily 
recover  without  the  use  of  drugs.  But 'only  one  or  two  kinds 
of  food  should  be  given  at  any  one  meal,  and  food  should  not  be 
taken  oftener  than  three  times  a  day. 

The  prepared  infant  foods,  and  pepsin,  serve  a  valuable  purpose 
in  many  cases.  Well-cooked  and  seasoned  green  salads  with 
vinegar,  good  ripe  fruits,  cooked  or  raw,  such  as  peaches,  apples, 
grapes,  oranges,  lemons,  dates,  and  figs,  farinaceous  foods, 
soups,  well  broiled  and  seasoned  fat  mutton  chops,  and  beef- 
steaks, good  fresh  sweet  milk  and  butter  milk,  with  fresh  butter 
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on  toasted  light  bread.  Suoh  are  th^  articles  of  food  we  usually 
prescribe  for  dysenteric  patients,  with  satisfaction  to  ourselves 
and  benefit  to  the  patient. 

Opium,  mercury,  and  starvation,  are  responsible  for  thousands 
of  preventible  deaths  from  dysentery. 


PROVISION  FOR  THE   INSANE  IN  TENNESSEE. 


We  make  the  following  extract  from  the  very  interesting  report 
of  Dr.  C.  C.  Fite,  Secretary  of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical  So- 
ciety at  its  meeting  at  Memphis.  We  regret  exceedingly  that  on 
account  of  his  duties  at  the  magnificient  Asylum  at  Lyon's  View, 
the  State  Medical  Society  has  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  so 
efiBcient  and  zealous  an  officer: 

East  Tsnkxbssx  Hospital  for  the  Inbanx,  \ 
KxAR  Knoxvillb,  April  8,  1886.     / 

To  the  PNBident  and  Iffemben  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  TenneMee : 

Gentlemen  : — Greatly  to  my  regret,  this  report  will  have  to  be  sent 
by  mail  instead  of  being  read  in  person.  Having  sat  at  the  Secretarjr's 
desk  at  your  meetings  for  six  years,  it  is  with  no  little  sorrow  that  I  find 
circumstances  prevent  my  being  present  at  this  meeting,  and  nothing 
less  than  urgent  obligations  keep  me  away.  My  duties  as  Assistant 
Physician  at  the  East  Tennessee  Hospital  for  the  Insane,  take  for  the 
present  all  of  my  time  and  energy.  We  have  recently  moved  one  hun- 
dred patients  from  the  Middle  Tennessee  Hospital  and  are  now  daily 
receiving  new  cases,  which  is  of  course  a  business  that  takes  time  and 
care. 

As  the  Society  is  in  session  in  Memphis,  I  will  imagine  that  I  can, 
in  fancy,  from  this  valley  of  East  Tennessee,  look  far  to  the  West, 
and  from  this  place,  built  to  care  for  the  unfortunate,  see  your  assem- 
blage in  West  Tennessee  soon  to  have  a  similar  institution.  In  think- 
ing of  this,  it  is  but  natural  that  I  am  proud  of  Tennessee's  new  record 
in  humanitarian  work !  No  longer  need  the  insane  be  imprisoned  in 
jails  and  made  incurable  by  neglect  or  brutal  treatment.  No  longer 
need  they  linger  in  wretched  hovels  or  poor-houses — ^most  of  which  in 
our  State  are  crimes  against  civilization — ^but  the  State  reaches  out  her 
strong  arms,  and  on  wings  of  mercy  brings  them  to  a  home  with  hope 
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of  cure;  homes  where  sympathy,  kindness  and  comforts  will  be  oflfered 
them,  with  the  hope  of  leading  them  back  to  light  and  life. 

Too  long  have  our  law-makers  been  allowed  to  regard  insanity  as  a 
crime.  Too  long  have  we  seen  the  man  helpless  with  a  diseased  brain, 
and  therefore  irresponsible,  hunted  to  death  like  a  wolf.  Too  long  haS 
civilization  been  stained  with  blots  like  these  and  no  sound  of  hope  or 
help  been  allowed  to  reach  the  helpless.  Too  long  has  prejudice  and 
false  economy  stained  our  records  with  legal  crimes  against  irresponsi- 
bles.  Now  the  beginning  of  the  right  has  come,  and  Tennessee  at  last 
extends  wide  her  charity,  and  hospitals  will  stand  with  wide  open  doors 
to  succor  those  in  need.  They  need  not  be  principally  prisons  for  the 
dangerous  lunatics,  but  hospitals  to  treat  insanity.  The  one  asylum  has 
been  so  crowded  with  an  accumulation  of  incurables  that  there  has 
been  little  room  for  recent  cases,  and  so  many  a  case  which  was  at  first 
curable,  has  passed  beyond  that  point  before  room  could  be  found  for 
it.  The  most  able  management,  the  most  painstaking  care,  could  not 
prevent  this.  At  last  public  opinion,  being  educated  by  the  profession, 
led  by  this  Society,  called  loudly  for  help,  more  hospitals,  more  room, 
more  care  for  the  insane,  and  at  last,  thank  God,  we  have  it !  Is  it 
not  a  cause  for  congratulation  to  this  Society  ?  Many  of  your  mem- 
bers know  how  often  we  have  tried  to  bring  this  about,  and  how  often 
we  have  plead  with  the  law-makers,  and  now  that  it  is  don^  we  have  a 
right  to  our  share  of  pride  in  it,  and  we  should  each  one  make  it  his 
particular  and  especial  duty  to  sustain  the  work  until  it  is  completed. 
No  complaints  of  hard  times  or  debts  should  stop  it,  and  we  can  do 
oiu:  share  in  encouraging  and  sustaining  our  legislators  to  go  on  until 
our  insane  are  all  provided  for. 

Insanity  is  a  disease  that  can  rarely  be  successfully  treated  at  home, 
hence  the  great  necessity  of  hospitals  sufficient  to  receive  cases  promptly 
during  the  curable  stage.  With  three  well-equipped  institutions  of  the 
kind,  Tennessee  will  be  fairly  well  provided  for  in  this  particular. 


An  AoTiyE  Pill  :  The  following  memorandum  was  found  in 
the  diary  of  a  young  lady  who  bad  crossed  the  Atlantic.  At  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening  I  took  a  pill.  At  six  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing I  passed  an  ice- berg. — Med.  Age. 
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ERGOT  IN  SMALL  DOSES. 


BY 
B.  H.  BOARKy  H.D.^  AURORA^  TEXAS. 


As  I  have  a  little  spare  time^  I  thought  I  would  write  a  short 
article  for  your  valuable  journal.  If  you  deem  it  worthy  of 
publicatioDi  you  can  do  so;  if  not^  please  escort  it  gently  to  the 
waste-basket. 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  your  many  readers  to  a  short  but 
interesting  article  written  by  Dr.  H.  D'.  McGill^  in  the  Septem- 
ber number,  1884,  page  421.  Uis  subject  was  '^  Ergot  in  Dys- 
menorrhoea^'  in  young  females.  He  used  the  fluid  extract  in 
drop  doses,  every  hour,  until  the  desired  effect  was  obtained.  I 
have  since  tried  it  in  quite  a  number  of  cases,  with  excellent  re- 
sults in  every  case  except  one,  and  in  that  case  I  wrote  a  pre- 
scription ;  the  lady  not  being  familiar  with  the  drug  took  it  in  tea- 
spoonful  doses,  instead  of  as  directed.  The  doctor  generally 
found  two  or  three  doses  to  be  sufficient,  but  in  my  hands  it 
generally  requires  seven  or  eight. 

I  have  also  given  it  in  the  same  dose,  beginning  two  or  three 
days  before  the  expected  catamenial  period,  with  good  results.  I 
have  never  given  it  to  relieve  after  pains,  as  the  doctor  recom- 
mended. As  I  live  in  a  malarial  district,  I  prefer  sulphate  of 
quinine.  No  doubt  quite  a  number  will  say  'that's  too  simple 
— that  amount  would'nt  affect  a  bady ;  '^  but  I  am  fully  con- 
vinced we  should  give  smaller  doses  of  ergot  and  repeat  oftener. 
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KALINE  COMPOUND  PILL, 


BY 
B.   H.   HALE,  M.D.^  TO&K  STATION,  GA. 


In  the  list  of  new  medicines  now  before  the  profession,  I  have 
found  none  more  true  to  the  merits  claimed  for  it  than  the 
'^  Kaline  Compound  Pill/'  the  new  anti-periodic,  made  from  an 
extract  of  the  meadow  plant — simple  and  harmless,  as  well  as 
effective.  Its  combined  alterative  and  anti-periodic  action  make 
it  the  equal  of  any  of  the  combined  prescriptions  of  quinine  and 
iodine,  or  arsenic  and  iron,  and  not  nearly  so  harmful.  In 
chronic  malaria,  I  have  f(\Mnd  it  prompt  and  effective  in  cases  of 
years  standing. 


Seh^Han^. 


Puerperal  Fever  and  the  Early  Employment  op  An- 
tiseptic Vaginal  Injections. — This  paper  considered  chiefly 
the  value  and  necessity  of  antiseptic  or  simply  warm  water  in- 
jections as  recommended  for  prophylactic  purposes  in  normal  cases 
of  labor  in  private  practice.  It  dwelt  largely,  also,  upon  the 
differential  diagnosis  between  peurperal  septicaemia  and  remittent 
fever  follovnng  parturition.  The  paper  was  based  upon  a  case  in 
the  doctor's  practice,  of  which  the  following  is  a  brief  report : 

Mrs. ,  American,  set.,  26,  suffered  a  miscarriage  at  the  end 

of  the  eighth  calendar  month.  The  labor  was  entirely  normal, 
as  was  also  gestation,  up  to  the  miscarriage.  The  placenta  came 
away  spontaneously,  and  after  only  a  few  moments.  The  exter- 
nal genitalia  were  washed,  but  no  atiseptic  washes  used. 

All  went  well  till  the  third  day,  when  the  patient  had  a'  chill. 
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followed  by  a  temperature  of  106^.  She  experienced,  however^ 
scarcely  any  pain,  and  the  lochia  were  free  from  odor.  Two 
hours  later  she  had  another  chill  and  the  temperature  went  up  to 
107.5^.  Prof.  Palmer  was  called  in  consultation.  He  thought 
the  high  temperature  due  to  something  in  the  uterine  cavity,  but 
Dr.  Zinke  did  not  think  this  possible  from  the  nature  of  the  labor. 
It  was  determined  to  await  the  action  of  quinine  before  washing 
out  the  uterine  cavity.  Later,  carbolized  warm-water  injections 
and  turpentine  stupes  were  added  to  the  treatment.  Tempera- 
ture fell  to  101^,  then  rose  to  103^  Only  slight  tenderness  in 
the  hypogastio  region,  and  the  lochia  free  from  odor:  When  the 
temperature  reached  104.5°,  the  uterine  cavity  was  washed  out 
with  warm  carbolized  water,  using  the  reflex  uterine  catheter. 
This  was  followed  by  some  fever,  but  there  was  no  decline  in  the 
temperature,  neither  was  there  a  removal  of  anything  which 
might  be  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  The  temperature  fell  later 
under  the  use  of  tr.  veratrum  viride  and  salicylate  of  soda. 

Comparing  the  local  manifestations  with  the  range  of  tem- 
perature, the  doctor  became  more  and  more  convinced  that  the 
malady  was  not  local  in  character. 

Was  it  typhoid  f»r  remittent  fever?  Diarrhoea,  rose  spots,  and 
stupor  were  absent.  The  hVisband  then  stated  that  about  a  month 
before  her  confinement  she  had  complained  of  languor  and 
ohilliuess.  Was  it  then  remittent?  In  all  probability, yes.  His 
consultant  did  not  confer  with  him.  Seventeen  days  after  con- 
finement the  temperature  was  99.5^  Next  day,  101.4°,  and  still 
rising.  The  next  day,  the  doctor^s  orders  not  being  followed,  he 
retired  from  the  case.  Subsequently  to  this,  she  was  only  part  of 
the  time  under  the  caie  of  a  physician,  and  no  record  of  the  tem- 
perature was  kept.  The  patient  recovered  after  a  sickness  of  two 
months'  duration. 

The  questions  which  present  themselves  for  consideration  are : 

1.  Was  this  a  case  of  puerperal  septiesBmia,  remittent  fever,  or 
something  else  ? 

2.  Could  it  have  been  avoided  by  the  early  use  of  antiseptic 
vaginal  injections? 
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3  To  what  extent  is  the  use  of  aDtiseptics  scientifically  and 
practically  justifiable  or  necessary? 

The  doctor  did  not  Relieve  this  to  be  septic,  but  if  so,  thought 
it  to  have  entered  through  another  channel  than  the  parturient 
canal.  Puerperal  fever,  he  thought,  should  embrace  only  those 
diseases  which  occur  during  the  puerperal  state.  He  was  satis- 
fied that  all  cases  of  puerperal  fever  which  find  their  inception 
through  the  obstetric  channel  from  an  external  cause  may,  to 
some  extent,  be  mitigated  or  prevented  by  the  early  and  frequent 
use  of  antiseptic  vaginal  injections.  Scarlatina,  measles,  diph- 
theria, etc.,  find  their  way  through  other  avenues,  and  often  mis- 
lead the  physician. 

Antiseptics  in  n6rmal  labor  ought  not  to  mean  anything  except 
ordinary  cleanliness  in  every  respect,  the  avoidance  of  frequent 
examination  and  unnecessary  aids,  needless  exposure  in  the  sup- 
port of  the  perineum,  the  tying  of  the  cord,  the  delivery  of  the 
placenta,  and  the  washing  after  labor. 

Washing  out  the  \ragina  immediately  after  normal  labor^  he 
thought,  should  be  termed  meddlesome  midwifery,  did  no  benefit, 
prevented  nothing,  and  might  do  harm.  In  prolonged  or  in- 
strumental delivery,  if  the  hand  has  been  introduced,  or  if  in- 
juries have  been  sustained,  vaginal  injections  are  always,  uterine 
injections  rarely  indicated. 

The  essayist  referred  to  a  death  after  vaginal  injections  io  the 
practice  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Cleveland,  of  Cincinnati,  and  to  the  writ- 
ings of  Drs.  Barrett  and  Lynston  unfavorable  to  the  routine 
injection. 

I  admit  that  many  times  the  fault  may  lie  with  the  individual 
who  makes  these  injections.  But  this  charge  should  not  be  made 
general,  for  it  surely  does  not  require  a  very  high  degree  of  edu- 
cation and  skillfulness  to  carry  them  out  properly.  Therefore 
the  charges  (made  by  those  who  apply  antiseptic  injections  in 
every  case,  that  the  trouble  arising  in  certain  cases  is  due  to  this 
cause  alone),  is  certainly  not  tenable,  and  seems  to  me  a  poor 
excuse.  The  ground  which  I  am  taking  is  sufficiently  supported 
by  high  medical  authority,  and  justifies  the  conclusion  at  which 
I  have  arrived. 
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Id  conclusion  I  wish  to  state  that  oat  of  nearly  400  labor  cases 
attended  hj  myself^  the  one  just  submitted  to  your  consideration 
is  the  first  that  would  come  under  the  term  puerperal  fever  (if  such 
it  should  prove  to  be  in  your  opinion).  I  have  seen  a  number  of 
cases  of  puerperal  septicsemia,  but  none  of  them  were  under  my 
care  as  physician-in-charge  during  labor.  They  occurred  prin- 
cipally in  the  hands  of  midwives,  and  in  a  few  cases  in  which  I 
was  called  in  consultation. 

In  the  early  part  of  my  professional  life^  I  invariably  used  an- 
tiseptic injections  whenever  I  had  the  time  to  make  them  myself. 
My  practice  called  me  among  the  poorer  class  of  people^  who  could 
not  pay  for  a  syringe  and  drugs,  and,  occasionally,  even  when 
able  to  supply  these,  they  obstinately  refused  to  go  to  the  expense. 
Speaking  from  experience,  and  with  a  typical  kind  of  good 
aense,  they  declared  "that  it  was  all  nonsense;  they  had  never 
heard  of  such  a  thing  before.'^  To  my  surprise,  all  these  cases, 
though  frequently  abnormal  and  complicated  in  character,  did 
well,  and,  I  must  confess,  some  even  better  than  those  in  which 
antiseptics  was  rigidly  carried  out. 

Notwithstanding,  according  to  precept,  I  insisted  upon  vaginal 
injections  whenever  and  wherever  it  was  possible.  Suddenly, 
about  three  years  ago,  I  observed  for  the  first  time  the  ill-efiects 
from  the  use  of  a  Fountain  syringe.  Half  an  hour  after  the  in- 
jection, though  the  not  first  one,  nor  immediately  after  termination 
of  labor,  pain  supervened — and  such  pain !  Whoever  has  seen 
a  case  of  uterine  colic  will  know  what  that  means.  One  grain  of 
morph.  sulph.  subcutaneously  was  necessary  to  subdye  this 
patient's  agony. ,  In  the  course  of  the  same  year  I  had  two  other 
similar  experiences.  The  last  occurred  in  a  case  in  which  I  took 
particular  care  that  all  should  be  done  properly.  Everything 
progressed  favorably ;  the  first  injections  were  used  on  the  fourth 
day  after  labor.  The  ill-effects  followed  as  quickly  as  related  in 
the  first  case:  but  the  suffering  was  much  more  intense.  The 
patient  moaned  pitieously,  and  with  her  hands  firmly  pressed 
upon  the  abdomen,  she  reeled  from  side  to  side,  crying  for  help, 
and  exclaiming  in  heart-rending  tones :  "  My  God,  what  is  the 
matter  with  me?" 
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Now,  gentlemen,  since  we  may  have  as  a  result  of  carefully 
employed  antiseptic  injections  such  scenes  of  suffering  and  even 
fatal  results,  is  it  not  uncalled  for  and  wholly  unjustifiable  to  resort 
to  them  in  normal  cases  of  labor? — Abstract  of  a  paper  read  by 
E,  0,  Zinke,  M.D,^  of  Cincinnati,  at  the  American  Medical  A&- 
eooiation,    Philadelphia  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter, 


The  Worthlessness  op  Quinine  in  Continued  Feveb, 
— Not  often  does  f^  prophet  and  poet  arise  among  us  able  to  de- 
nounce our  errors  with  rugged,  Baptistic  vigor,  and  to  set  our 
faces  again  toward  the  sunlight  of  medical  truth.  Such  a  prophet, 
however,  has  spoken  in  the  Moberly  District  Medi'cal  Society,  of 
Missouri,  and  his  words  come  to  us  through  the  happy  agency  of 
the  Keysville  Democratic  Print.  Dr.  George  M.  Dewey  therein 
portrays  '^The  Utter  Worthlessness  of  Sulphate  of  Quinine  in 
the  Treatment  of  Typhoid  Fever,''  and  that  "  bastard  malady, 
born  on  the  banks  of  the  Chickshominy,  whose  untimely  end  is 
near  at  hand.'' 

We^have  spoken  lightly,  but  wish,  in  all  sincerity,  that  every 
one  could  read  Dr.  Dewey's  paper.  It  is  not  only  logical,  forci- 
ble, and  sensible,  but  it  is  poetical  and  interesting — a  rare  com- 
bination from  a  doctor's  pen.  Dr.  Dewey  advances  the  view^ 
first  that  quinine  is  too  much : 

'' To-day  sulphate  of  quinine  is  a  therapeutic  despot  whose 
autocratic  sway  few  have  the  courage  to  dispute.  At  some  time, 
in  some  stage  of  every  malady,  most  doctors  fancy  they  find  an 
indication,  an  excuse  for  giving  quinine.  In  high  fever  it  v?ill 
pull  down ;  in  low  fever  it  will  push  up, 

"No  pulse  80  bigh,  no  puke  bo  low, 
But  down  one's  neck  the  stuff  must  go." 

Taking  up  the  special  subject  of  typhoid  fever,.  Dr.  Dewey 
says:  '^  I  know  of  no  disease  in  which  quinine  can  do  so  little 
good  and  so  much  harm  as  in  typhoid  fever.  I  hear  a  great  deal 
about  tissue-waste  from  high  fever.  I  doubt  not  that  this  is  the 
tendency  of  long-continueed  high  temperature.  But  the  fact  is, 
that  a  gallon  of  sweet  milk  will  prevent  more  '  tissue- waste '  than 
an  ounce  of  quinine." 
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The  undue  weight  laid  upon  the  symptom  of  fever  since  the 
iDtroduction  of  the  clinical  thermometer  is  referred  to : 

'^  Utter  neglect  of  temperature  is  far  better  for  the  patient 
than  half-drachm  doses  of  quinine.  The  quinine  druggers  raise 
a  great  howl  about  tissue- waste/  The  fact  is,  tissue- waste  and 
exhaustion  come  from  impaired  digestion,  and  not  from  temper- 
ature.    That  quinine  does  this,  is  beyond  question.^' 

Dr.  Dewey  is  exceedingly  severe  upon  Dr.  Hutchinson,  the 
learned  author  of  the  article  on  typhoid  fever  in  Pepper's  "  System 
of  Medicine,^'  who  even  in  mild  cases  of  this  disease  advises  the 
use  of  two  or  three  grains  of  quiuine  four  times  a  day, 

'*  Now,''  says  Dr.  Dewey,  "  here  is  a  man,  supposed  to  be  the 
Polar  Star  to  guide  American  practitioners  over  the  doubtful  sea 
of  medicine,  who  writes  down  in  a  book  (  who  dare  dispute  what 
he  sees  written  in  a  book?)  directions  for  giving  quinine  every 
thee  or  four  hours  to  a  patient  with  typhoid  fever,  whom  the 
veriest  tyro  knows  needs  nothing  but  good  diet. 

"  The  patient  he  describes  is  a  good  one  to  have.  A  good  one 
to  get  up  a  reputation  on— one  who  has  no  diarrhoaa,  no  delirium, 
no  tremors,  temperature  of  102^ 

^'A  clear  hundred  per  cent,  of  such  cases  ought  to  recover. 
Why  would  a  thinking  man  give  such  a  patient  quinine?  He 
says  he  was  accustomed  and  in  the  habit  of  doing  this  way.  This 
is  at  the  bottom  of  such  nonsensical  practice. 

''A  doctor  who  contributes  a  hundred  pages  to  a  book  to  guide 
American  practitioners  ought  to  give  some  better  reason  than 
oustom  and  IiabU  for  giving  medicine. 

''The  doctors  from  the  land  of  flowers  and  gunpowder  tea 
give  medicine  for  the  same  scientific  reason  this  author  does— - 
from  babit,  custom,  tradition.  Dr.  I.  Hun  Su,  of  Pekin^  Chinai 
treats  uncomplicated  typhoid  fever  very  successfully  with  the 
following  prescription : 

B.    Three  inches  dried  umhilical  cord, 
One  fried  snake-ekin, 
One  fresh  tom-cat's  head. 

Mix    Boil  io  five  pints  of  water  for  two  hpurs  and  strain.    Sig.— Tabl^- 
spoonfdl  every  four  hours. 

♦2SJ». 
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^'  This  prescription  wonld  be  far  less  apt  to  disorder  the  stomaoh 
and  nervous  system  than  quinine,  besides  being  tonic/' 

Dr.  Dewey  next  pays  his  respects  to  typho-malarial  fever,  so- 
called.  If  his  words  are  not  gospel,  they  are  very  near  it,  and 
we  shall  only  do  justice  to  them  and  to  our  readers  by  quoting 
in  full : 

*^  During  the  late  war  the  Yankees  invented  a  new  disease  that 
howls  and  cries  aloud  for  quinine.  This  bastard  was  baptised  and 
christened  ^Typho-malarial  Fever ;^  though  Dr.  Woodward  aban- 
doned his  bantling  in  disgust,  every  malarial  maniac  in  theMand 
is  clamorous  for  its  life. 

"  Throughoat  the  land  the  asses  hray 
The  horrors  of  malaria. 

'^  I  believe  that  no  one  claims  to  have  any  typical  pathological 
lesions  of  typho-malarial  fever  differing  from  typhoid  fever. 

''In  our  last  State  meeting,  Dr.  Van  Emon  gave  the  histories 
of  fifteen  post-mortems  of  deaths  from  the  so-called  typho-mala- 
rial  fever.  In  every  one  the  characteristic  lesions  of  typhoid 
fever  were  found.  If  the  affix — the  tall,  the  malarial  end — of 
this  disease  could  be  amputated,  quinine  would  get  its  quietus 
from  a  good  many  doctors  who  only  prescribe  it  on  account  of 
this  caudal  appendage. 

"  Some  men  are  very  contentious  about  characteristic  lesions  of 
typhoid  fever.  Pathology  ought  to  settle  it.  If  a  patient  has  a 
continued  fever,  and  any  one  symptom  known  to  occur  in  what 
they  call  typical  cases  of  typhoid  fever  is  absent,  this  is  a  case  of 
'  typho- malaria.'  Should  a  case  fail  to  have  diarrhoea,  or  delirium, 
or  tremors,  or  petechise,  or  tympanitis,  or  headache,  or  insomniaj 
or  stupor,  bronchitis,  or  hsemorrhage,  then  it  would  be  typho- 
malarial  fever  and  absolutely  require  quinine. 

''Hybrid  diseases  exist  only  in  the  brain  of  fools.  I  believe 
no  one  claims  to  tell  the  sex  in  bacilli. 

'« Which  is  the  Sire  and  which  the  Dam, 
Seems  quite  beyond  the  ken  of  man. 

"  I  am  told  by  the  believers  in  the  hybrid  theory  that  this 
fever  often  commences  as  typho-malarial  fever,  and  runs  into  or 
ends  in  typhoid  fever.    Afler  malaria  is  killed  by  quinine  ^typho 
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lives  on.    Some  men  are  bent  on  keeping  this  name  alive  to 
justify  the  treatment, 

"  Our  forefathers  fooled  a  long  time  with  bilioasness  to  justify 
calomel. 

*'  Hepatic  doctors  now  are  seen  no  more, 
The  hunt  for  bile  has  long  been  given  o'er ; 
Whoever  would  a  reputation  make, 
Deserts  the  bile,  the  bugs  to  overtake. 

"  Whether  one  believes  or  disbelieves  in  typho-malarial  fever 
is  unimportant — quinine  is  a  deleterious  drug  in  either/' 

Dr.  Dewey  is  the  St.  George  of  the  of  the  dragon  quinine. 
We  are  inclined  to  think  that  in  time  he  will  succeed  as  thoroughly 
as  did  the  legendary  hero. 

We  have  long  contended  against  the  routine  use  of  quinine,  or 
in  fact  any  antipyretics  in  the  continued  fevers^  and  we  trust  that 
the  echoes  of  the  voice  from  Missouri  may  rumble  about  the 
world,  to  the  perpetual  benefit  of  febrile  humanity — N.  Y.  Med* 
ieal  Record. 


Different  Methods  of  Treating  the  Vomitino  of 
Pregnancy. — The  question,  how  do  you  treat  the  vomiting  of 
pregnancy?  is  frequently  asked  by  one  practitioner  of  another. 
Certainly  if  the  physician  has  a  theory  of  the  etiology  of  the 
affection,  he  can  readily  give  an  answer  as  to  its  therapeutics;  or 
he  may,  confessing  his  ignorance  of  its  cause,  mention  the  various 
remedies  which  his  experience  has  taught  him  are  the  most  suo- 
oessful. 

In  this  country  probably  there  is  no  eminent  praqtitioner  who 
holds  with  more  tenacity  to  the  uterine  displacement  theory  of 
the  affection  than  Dr.  Henry  F.  Campbell,  of  Georgia.  In  a 
very  interesting  paper  presented  by  him  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  Gynecological  Society,  he  used  the  following  language: 
'^  Believing,  as  I  do,  that  the  gravid  displacement  is  indeed  the 
true  source  of  all  the  observed  histological  alterations  of  the 
gravid  uterus,  and  also  that  the  gravid  displacement  is,  as  I  have 
said,  the  foiM  ti  origo  of  the  gravid  nauseai  I  mv^st  urge  a^  my 
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first  and  last  expedient  for  the  relief  of  all  these  common  evils^ 
arising  from  a  common  cause,  repeated  postural  pneumatic  redac- 
tion in  the  genu-pectoral  position/' 

Laying  aside  that  which  reiers  to  *^  all  the  observed  histological 
alterations  in  the  gravid  uterus''  in  this  statement,  as  not  perti- 
nent to  our  present  purpose,  even  if  we  understood  the  meaning 
of  the  author,  we  are  content  with  the  statement  that  the  gastric 
disorder  of  pregnancy  is  caused  by  uterine  displacement,  and  is 
cured  by  the  patient  lying  upon  her  knees  and  chest  while  air  is 
admitted  into  the  vagina.  In  the  paper,  several  cases  are  narrated 
in  which  the  author,  acting  upon  his  theory  of  the  etiology  of 
the  disease,  applied  his  method  of  treatment  with  the  most  satis- 
factory results.  Now  such  facts  are  not  to  be  set  aside;  the  cause 
of  the  vomiting  as  well  as  its  therapeutics,  seem  to  be  conclu- 
sively establishled  in  Dr.  Campbell's  cases.  .  But  is  it  not  going 
too  far  to  assert  that  all  cases  of  vomiting  in  pregnancy  are  to  be 
similarly  treated,  and  success  will  be  equally  certain?  Most 
practitioners  hold,  and  we  believe  justly,  that  there  are  many 
cases  of  vomiting  in  pregnancy  in  which  there  is  no  positional 
disorder  of  the  uterus.  Dr.  Campbell  has  such  confidence  in  his 
theory  of  the  disease,  he  even  believes  that  in  '^  many  of  the 
cases  treated  by  Copeman's  plan,"  the  uterus  was,  '^  in  some  rough 
and  violent  way,  accidentally  elevated  or  replaced,"  and  he  at- 
tributes the  recovery  far  more  to  this  than  to  the  dilatation. 

In  the  course  of  his  paper.  Dr.  Campbell  justly  criticises  the 
incorrect  representation  and  description  given  by  Simpson,  and 
Hart  and  Barbour,  of  the  genu-pectoral  position,  for  with  them  the 
chest  is  not  brought  in  contact  with  the  plane  upon  which  the 
knees  are  resting,[and  it  is  rather  a  knee-face,  and  not  a  knee- 
chest  position.  So,  too,  the  weight  of  the  argument  is  probably 
on  Dr.  Campbell's  side  when  he  objects  to  a  frozen  section  repre- 
senting accurately  that  which  is  found  in  the  living  subject.  But 
he  fails  entirely  to  answer  the  assertion  made  by  Hart  in  his 
Female  Pelvic  Anatomy,  that  bimanual  examination  made  when 
the  subject  is  in  the  genu-pectoral  position  proves  "  the  retro- 
verted  unfixed  uterus  has  not  been  anteverted,  but  is  more  retro- 
verted."      Until  this  assertion  is  disproved,  we  must  be  allowed 
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Dot  to  entertain  quite  the  same  measure  of  faith  in  the  genu- 
pectoral  position  which  Dr.  Campbell  holds. 

But  we  pass  to  another  explanation  of  the  vomiting  of  preg- 
nancy. It  is  that  of  Professor  Talma,  of  Utrecht,  and  is  given 
in  the  February  number  the  of  Rhme  Mldico-Chirurgicdl  dea 
Maladies  des  Femmes,  According  to  it,  the  cause  of  the  vomiting 
is  cerebral  ansemia,  and  the  remedy  is  nitroglycerine ;  the  med- 
icine being  given  in  alcoholic  solution,  or  olive  oil  in  capsules. 
One  milligramme  is  administered  daily,  but  in  three  doses. 

The  same  journal  also  contains  a  reference  to  cases  recently 
treated  successfully  by  Copeman's  method.  Hardly  any  one  will 
hold  many  of  these  were  cases  in  which  the  uterus  was  replaced, 
and  the  replacement,  not  the  dilatation,  cured,  any  more  than  he 
will  believe  that  in  the  other  cases  just  referred  to,  nitroglycerine 
either  replaced  the  uterus,  or  dilated  the  cervix.  We  £nd  also 
recorded  in  the  i2dvue,  a  case  of  violent  vomiting  in  an  unmar- 
ried woman  32  years  old,  the  cause  of  the  disorder  being  thought 
to  be  a  round  ulcer  of  the  stomach ;  the  patient  was  successfully 
treated  'by  the  use  of  the  oesophageal  tube  for  the  introduction  of 
liquid  nourishment  into  th^  stomach  for  three  weeks,  when  she 
ooald  again  take  food  naturally  without  vomiting,  and  the  un- 
mistakable signs  of  pregnancy  were  present.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  treatment  she  was  greatly  enfeebled,  vomiting  all  aliment, 
her  gums  swollen  and  bleeding — indeed,  she  was  almost  in  a  state 
of  collapse.  A  small  quantity  of  milk  was  introduced  by  the 
tube  once  a  day,  and  after  the  milk  some  cold  water ;  in  a  few 
days  the  interval  was  shortened,  and  other  food  in  addition  to 
the  milk,  such  as  animal  broths  and  oatmeal  gruel,  was  given. 
Finally,  we  also  find  in  the  B^vue  a  case  of  vomiting  in  pregnancy 
cured  by  ether  spray  to  the  epigastrum.  Certainly  this  method 
of  treatment  is  both  simple  and  safe,  and  will,  in  some  cases,  be 
successful.  It  proves  also  useful  in  other  forms  of  gastric  irrita- 
bility than  in  that  occurring  in  piegnancy. — Med,  News. 
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EAiiLY  Diagnosis  of  Pbeonancy.* — [After  calliDg  atten- 
tion to*  the  numerous  unreliable  symptoms  of  early  pregnancy, 
the  author  proceeded  to  discuss  those  which  have  latterly  come  to 
be  regarded  as  tolerably  trustworthy.] 

Among  the  recently-considered  signs  was  mentioned  that  of 
Jacquemier^ — ^the  slate  or  purple  color  of  the  vagina.  Anything 
which  impedes  the  circulation  may  cause  this  appearance.  Dr. 
Joseph  Taber  Johnson  has  made  a  good  suggestion.  He  thinks 
the  principle  of  the  telephone  could  be  used  to  hear  much  earlier 
than  usual  the  feeble  sounds  of  the  foetal  circulation.  Dr.  S.  C. 
Dunn  thinks  he  can  diagnosticate  pregnancy  as  early  as  the 
fourth  week  by  the  odor  of  the  vernix  caseosa  upon  the  examin- 
ing finger.  Dr.  E.  C.  Gehrung  was  able  to  make  the  diagnosis 
by  the  fifth  or  sixth  week  by  the  sensation  imparted  upon  touch- 
ing the  ovum  with  the  sound.  This  is  rightly  condemned  as 
dangerous  practice,  while  it  may  be  simulated  by  a  polypus  or 
other  foreign  body  in  the  uterine  cavity,  and  in  the  early  weeks 
the  ovum  is  attached  only  to  parts  of  the  uterine  walls,  and  the 
sound  may  glide  by  it.  Pinard  and  Didsbury  have  mentioned  a 
gingivitis  which  begins  about  the  second  month.  Jerrisenne, 
basing  his  observations  on  the  law  formulated  by  Graves  that  in 
hypertrophy  of  the  heart  the  radial  pulse  remains  the  same  what- 
ever the  position  of  the  body,  maintained  that  instead  of  the 
usual  variation  of  from  ten  to  twenty  beats  in  the  non-pregnant 
woman,  the  pulse  of  the  impregnated  woman  remains  the  same. 
The  essayist  and  others  had  investigated  this  symptom  and  found 

'  it  quite  unreliable.  Dr.  H.  D.  Fry  thinks  that  a  rise  in  tempera- 
ture of  the  axilla  is  a  strong  presumptive  evidence  of  impregna- 
tion, provided  there  is  no  local  disease.      The  author  had  found 

.  this  true^  but  had  found  the  rise  of  temperature  in  the  vagina  to 
be  of  less  value. 

To  Hes^ar  of  Freiburg  we  are  indebted  for  the  new.  sign  of 
great  promise  which  bears  his  name.  This  consists  in  an  unusaal 
reeilience,  compressibililty,  softness,  bogginess,  yielding  and  thin- 
ning  of  the   lower   uterine  segment :    that   is,   the  section    im- 

*  Read  before  the  Section  in  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  o'  "Women  and   Gbil- 
dren  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  May  5th,  18S6. 
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mediately  above  the  iusertion  of  the  ligamenta  sacro-aterina. 
The  shape  assamed  is  that  of  a  iao,  balloon,  or  jog.  The  change 
is  most  apparent  in  the  median  line.  According  to  Gempsai  the 
examination  shoald  be  made  as  follows:  The  thumb  is  intro- 
dooed  into  the  vagina  until  it  reaches  the  cervix,  and  the  index 
finger  into  the  rectum  until  it  reaches  the  ligamenta  Kacro-aterini ; 
the  other  hand  is  placed  over  the  abdomen  immediately  above 
the  symphysis,  and  pressed  down  towards  the  finger  in  the  rectum. 
The  rectal  finger  explores  the  cervix  and  the  lower  uterine  seg- 
ment ID  all  its  parts,  and  lastly  the  higher  parts  of  the  uterus. 
The  examination  is  facilitated  by  pulling  down  the  uterus  with 
the  vulsella  and  evacuating  the  bladder  and  rectum.  The  author 
thought  this  mode  of  examination  thorough,  yet  repulsive  to  both 
patient  and  physician,  as  well  as  a  difficult  and  hazardous  pro- 
oedure.  He  thought  it  quite  possible  in  the  majority  of  cases  to 
make  out  all  that  is  necessary  with  the  finger  in  one  of  the  culs- 
de-sac  and  the  other  hand  externally.  If  this  is  not  sufficient,  it 
might  be  quite  proper  to  make  the  examination  as  above  de- 
scribed. 

The  bladder  distended  with  urine  and  the  uterus  with  mens- 
trual blood  may  simulate  Hegar's  sign.  These,  however,  can  be 
easily  excluded.  Hyperplasia  would  show  increased  density; 
subinvolution  would  increase  the  longitudinal  as  well  as  the 
transverse  diameter.  In  marked  retroversion  a  careful  examina- 
tion per  rectum  is  often  necessary  to  find  the  sign. 

Dr.  Reinl,  formerly  assistant  to  Hegar,  says,  "Among  the 
twenty-two  cases  I  missed  this  sign  but  twice,  and  found  it  ear- 
liest in  the  fiflh  week  of  pregnancy .''  Dr.  Campos,  present  as- 
sistant to  Hegar,  has  reported  six  cases.  Dr.  E.  H.  Grandin,  of 
New  Tork,  reports  eighteen  cases,  and  says  he  can  make  the 
diagnosis  prior  to  the  eighth  week  by  Hegar's  sign  alone.  The 
author  had  a  number  of  cases  under  observation,  most  of  which 
had  not  yet  had  time  to  develop.  One,  a  widow,  acknowledged 
the  opportunity  and  believed  herself  pregnant.  Repeated  exam- 
ination failed  to  find  Hegar's  sign,  and  she  was  assured  that  she 
was  not  pregnant.  After  thirteen  weeks  the  menses  returned, 
and  were  normal  in  amount  and  duration.      The  other  was  a 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


S18  SELBOIIOKB. 

yoang  wife,  who^  after  a  four  months'  absence  from  her  husband^ 
returned  to  him  February  9.  She  soon  came  under  the  author's 
care,  and  her  case  required  a  digital  and  specular  examination  two 
or  three  times  per  week.  Three  times  in  the  sixth  week  Hegar's 
sign  was  made  out,  March  31 ,  forty-eight  days  after  her  return, 
she  miscarried. 

There  remains  to  us,  then,  to  lament  again  our  inability  in 
many  cases  to  make  a  positive  diagnosis  of  early  pregnancy ;  to 
mourn  the  fallibility  of  many  of  the  new  and  all  of  the  old 
symptoms;  to  recommend  especially  the  sign  of  Hegar,  which 
until  now  has  proved  itself  impregnable;  and  to  plead  for  inves. 
tigation  in  a  tield  which  should  not  be  "  barren  or  unfruitful.'' — 
E.  S.  M'Kee,  M.D.,  in  Med.  Age. 


Hypebidbosis. — A  very  remarkable  "  Case  of  Sweating  to 
Death  "  has  been  placed  on  record  by  Dr.  Myrtle  ( Medical  Press, 
February  25,  p.  164).  And  old  man,  aged  77,  was  seized  with 
slight  rheumatism  without  fever,  from  which  he  obtained  com- 
plete relief  by  small  doses  of  salicylate  of  soda.  In  about  three 
weeks  he  began  to  perspire  rather  freely,  and  continued  to  do  so 
copiously  at  intervals  for  about  ten  days,  when  the  pains  left  him 
completely.  He  was  treated  now  for  the  sweating  only,  which 
continued,  by  arsenic,  cinchona,  and  sulphuric  acid  during  the 
day,  and  quinine  and  belladonna  at  bed-time,  the  body  being 
sponged  with  solution  of  common  salt  containing  eau  de  cologne 
and  vinegar  once  a  day,  and  the  wet  underclothing  changed  as 
often  as  practicable.  The  patient  at  this  time  felt  quite  well  ex- 
cept for  the  sweating,  had  no  fever,  no  thirst,  and  passed  urine 
normal  in  character  and  quantity.  The  sweats  used  to  come  on 
quite  suddenly,  the  sweat  literally  pouring  out  of  every  duct,  and 
this  would  go  on  for  ten  minutes  or  ten  hours,  but  invariably 
stopped  as  suddenly  as  it  began ;  everything  on  or  about  him  was 
simply  saturated.  Ague  being  suspected,  Warburg's  tincture 
was  now  given  in  full  doses,  and  the  quinine  and  belladona  con- 
tinued, but  no  improvement  took  place,  and  later  '^the  sweat 
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became  most  offeDsivey  giving  the  same  heavy  smell  as  that  given 
off  by  a  horse  after  &  smart  gallop  on  a  hot  day/'  The  case  being 
considered  as  due  to  paresis  of  terminal  branches  of  nerves  sup* 
plying  the  sweat  glands,  ergotine  was  tried,  two  doses  of  three 
grains  each  being  given  at  an  interval  of  eight  hours ;  soon  affer 
the  second  dose  toxic  results  ensued,  from  which  recovery  look 
place  under  stimulants,  hot  bottles  to  the  feet,  and  sinapisms  to 
the  chedt  and  nape  of  the  neck,  but  the  sweats  were  not  con- 
trolled; in  the  following  twenty- four  hours  fifteen  distinct  bursts 
of  perspiration  were  observed,  lasting  from  a  few  minutes  to  a 
couple  of  hours,  and  it  was  found  that*  during  the  intervals  the 
skin,  although  soft  and  sodden,  was  not  wet,  but  during  the  at- 
tacks it  was  no  sooner  wiped  dry  than  the  sweat  was  again  seen 
standing  upon  it.  The  next  remedy  tried  was  atropia,  gr.  1-60 
being  giving  morning  and  evening,  the  surface  ot  the  body  being 
also  dusted  with  salicylic  acid  and  starch.  In  an  hour  after  the 
administration  of  the  atropia,  severe  symptoms  of  poisoning  were 
developed,  and  the  patient  nearly  died ;  he  rallied,  however,  and 
then  the  sweating  went  on  just  the  same.  It  was  then  decided 
that  arsenio  Fhould  be  resumed,  and  accordingly  five  minims  of 
Fowler's  solution  were  given  twice  a  day,  with  Warburg's  tincture, 
and  in  forty-eight  hours  the  perspirations  ceased  and  kept  away 
for  twenty-four  hours ;  they  then  recurred  slightly,  but  for  a 
week  there  was  so  little  sweating  that  recovery  was  anticipated, 
when  they  suddenly  recurred,  worse  than  ever.  All  this  time 
there  was  no  constitutional  disturbance,  the  pulse  was  72,  and  the 
temperature  normal.  The  arsenic  had  to  be  stopped  soon  after- 
wards, owing  to  the  development  ot  dryness  of  the  mouth  and 
throat,  with  inflammation  of  the  conjunctiva,  and  eucalyptus  was 
now  substituted,  morphia  being  given  at  bed-time.  The 
sweating,  however,  continued  with  unabated  severity  until  his 
death,  which  took  place  from  exhaustion  in  four  months  from  the 
first  onset  of   his   illness. — Journal  of  Oata/neous  and  Venereal 
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Iodide  OF  Potassium  in  Intbbnal  Aneurism. — ^The  un- 
doubtedly marked  influence  which  the  iodide  of  potassium  pos- 
sesses in  at  least  relieving  the  great  sufierings  of  patientf  with 
aortic  aneurism  is  well  known.  Many  have  been  the  hypotheses 
advanced  to  explain  how  this  drug  acts  in  the  cases  where  it  does 
good.  Its  beneficial  influence  being  attributed  by  some  to  its 
"  anti-syphilitic  '^  action,  while  others  consider  it  due  to  an  "  al- 
terative'' effect  on  the  coats  of  the  diseased  vessels.  That  the 
former  is  not  the  true  reason  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  mercury,  a 
more  powerful  anti-syphilitic  agent,  has  not  any  influence  in  even 
mitigating  the  symptoms,  and  further,  the  iodide  acts  equally 
well  in  those  cases  where  syphilis,  as  a  factor  in  the  production 
of  the  arterial  weakness,  can  be  absolutely  excluded.  That  it 
acts  through  influencing  the  nutrition  of  the  arterial  walls  is  un- 
likely when  we  consider  the  inutility  of  agents  possessing  as  high 
alterative  powers.  The  evidence  that  it  is  through  a  lowering  of 
the  intra-arterial  tension  that  the  drug  acts,  is  now,  it  may  be 
said,  fully  established. 

The  success  of  the  treatment  essentially  depends  on  the  bring- 
ing about  a  certain  degree  of  lowered  tension.  If  the  lowering 
is  too  great  it  can  be  readily  understood  that  the  progress  of  the 
dilatation  will  be  )iastened  in  place  of  retarded.  The  lower  the 
tension  the  quicker  is  the  action  of  the  heart,  and  any  gain  ob- 
tained by  a  diminution  in  the  pressure  which  the  weak  spot  has 
to  sustain  is  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  more  constant 
pressure  which  is  brought  about  by  the  quickened  heart.  That 
the  normal  pressure  is  too  high  is,  of  course,  self-evident  from 
the  natural  history  of  the  great  majority  of  cases  of  aneurism. 
We  have  then  to  endeavour  to  find  a  mean  between  the  normal 
pressure  and  one  too  low.  When  this  mean  is  obtained,  the  ar- 
terial coats  behave,  as  Balfour  puts  it,  ^'  like  a  hollow  muscle," 
which  hypertrophies  when  opposed  to  obstacles  with  which  it  is 
unable  successfully  to  cope.  The  dose  required  to  bring  about 
this  sufficiency  of  lowered  tension  and  no  more,  will  vary  some- 
what in  each  case.  From  ten  to  fifteen  grains  will  be  found  to 
be  generally  sufficient.  The  quantity  is  easily  ascertained  by 
placing  the  patient  in  bed  for  a  few  days  without  any  other 
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treatment,  and  his  pulse  rate  attained  night  and  morning  for  a 
few  days.  He  is  then  given  ten  grains  of  the  iodide  three 
times  daily.  If  the  pulse  rate  remains  unchanged  the  dose  is  in- 
creased  to  fifteen  grains  three  times  daily,  and  every  week  an 
increase  of  five  grains  t6  each  dose  is  made  until  the  pulse  begins 
to  rise.  When  the  pulse  rate  is  slightly  increased,  we  have  at- 
tained the  proper  quantity.  More  than  that  will  do  harm,  less 
will  do  no  good. 

It  will  be  secn^  therefore,  how  important  the  matter  of  dosage 
is  in  the  treatment  of  aneurism  with  iodide  of  potassium.  It  is 
to  Dr.  Balfour,  of  Edinburgh,  that  we  owe  most  of  our  know- 
ledge of  the  action  and  uses  of  this  agent  in  aortic  aneurism. — 
Canada  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


Laotated  Food.— Dr.  J.  Milner  Fothergill  writes  to  Wells 
<&  Richardson  Company  the  following  in  regard  to  the  nature  and 
uses  of  this  valuable  preparation  : 

Having  requested  me  to  give  you  my  opinion,  as  a  food  expert, 
apon  your  Lactated  Food,  I  do  so  herewith : 

Ton  state  that  it  contains  '^  the  purified  gluten  of  wheat  and 
oats  with  barley  diastase  and  malt  extract  combined  with  specially 
prepared  milk  sugar;''  in  other  words,  that  it  is  self-digestive  as 
res^ards  the  conversion  of  insoluble  starch  into  soluble  dextrine 
and  maltose.  My  experiments  with  it  lead  me  to  hold  that  this 
is  correct. 

The  food  then  contains  carbo-hydrates,  some  albuminoid 
matter,  and  the  various  salts  in  grain,  notably  phosphate  of  lime. 

Bach  a  food  can  be  added  to  milk  and  treated  in  the  manner 
you  describe  in  your  leaflet.  So  prepared  with  milk  ft  forms  an 
admirable  food  for  infants  and  dyspeptic  persons  who  require  very 
digestible  aliments. 

Bot  it  has  a  wider  range  of  utility.  The  body-temperature  is 
kept  up  by  the  combustion  of  grape  sugar.  Grape  sugar  is  sup- 
plied from  carbo-hydrates,  either  the  insoluble  starch  or  the  sol- 
able  sugar.  Starch  forms  a  great  portion  of  our  food,  and  is 
converted  into  g^pe  sugar  within  the  body.     Where  the  system 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


322  SELECTIONS. 

18  unequal  to  the  digestion,  or  conditions  of  acute  disease,  tlien 
predigested  starch  must  be  furnished  to  the  organism.  Otherwise 
the  system  will  perish  of  exhaustion,  just  as  a  fire  dies  out  when 
its  fuel  is  consumed. 

Beef  tea  contains  nothing  which  can  foi*m  grape  sugar,  and  in 
fact  is  a  pleasant  stimulating  beverage  or  food  adjunct,  but  with- 
out food  value  practically.  (  For  what  food  value  it  has  is  so  in* 
finitesimal  that  it  is  not  worth  counting).  But  when  it  has 
added  to  it  a  food  such  as  your  Lactated  Food  it  has  a  distinct 
measurable  food  value.  Consequently  such  food  should  be  given 
with  beef  tea,  and  the  compound  forms  a  valuable  food. 

When  Lactated  Food  is  placed  in  water  hot  enough  to  be  sipped, 
a  rapid  transformation  of  the  starch  remaining  in  it  (by  the 
diastase  it  contains)  goes  on,  and  a  nutritive  fluid  is  the  result, 
which  requires  but  a  minimum  of  the  digestive  act. 

Such  fluid  can  be  flavored  and  drank  as  a  nutritive  beverage, 
specially  acceptable  in  febrile  conditions.  Flavored  with  lemon, 
ginger,  cloves,  or  other  flavoring  agents  to  give  variety ^>a  matter 
far  too  much  neglected  in  the  treatment  of  the  sick — it  can  be 
largely  used.  Or  wine,  either  red,  as  claret  or  sherry  or  port,  can 
be  added  to  it  when  a  little  stimulant  is  required ;  and  braady 
when  a  stronger  stimulant  is  indicated. 

The  resort  to  farinaceous  matters,  .pre-digested,  must  become 
greater  and  greater  as  our  knowledge  of  digestion  and  its  derange- 
ments waxes  larger.  It  is  not  merely  in  the  case  of  feeble  infants 
that  such  pre-digested  starch  and  milk  sugar  are  indicated  and 
useful ;  persons  of  feeble  digestion  require  these  soluble  carbo- 
hydrates which  they  can  assimilate. 

But  to  my  mind  an  equally  great  matter  is  the  feeding  of  per- 
sbns  acutely  sick,  and  especially  when  there  is  pyrexia,  who  now 
are  allowed  to  perish  of  inanition  on  the  mistaken  conviction 
that  beef  tea  is  a  sustaining  food.  It  is  in  the  sick-room  that 
soluble  carbo-hydrates  have  a  great  future  before  them. — Ameri" 
eon  iPrcudiUianer  and  News. 
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Cboupous  Tonsillitis  and  Diphtheria. — Id  an  elaborate 
article  in  the  New  York  Medical  Journal,  Dr.  L.  Emmett  Holt 
discusses  the  non-identity  of  these  two  affections.  He  tabulates 
the  points  of  contrast  between  them  as  follows : 


CBOITPOUS   TOKSILLITIS. 


DIPHTHXRIA. 


1.  Invasion  abrupt.  1.  Much  more  often  it  is  insidious. 

2.  Meet  marked  general  disturbances        2.  Generally  not  mucb  general  dis- 
during  the  first  two  days ;  no  tendency    turbance  before  the  third  day,  but  after 


to  asthenia. 

8.  Starts  with  a  temperature  of  from 

103*  to  104-6*». 

t 

4.  Pulse  full  and  rapid. 

6.  Membrane  of  yellowish  color; 
edges  sharply  defined,  limited  to  ton- 
sils; does  not  bleed  when  detached; 
superficial ;  not  very  adherent ;  no  ten- 
dency to  reform  after  removal ;  ap- 
pears early;  does  not  spread. 


that  marked  tendency  to  asthenia. 

8.  Rarely  high  in  the  beginning, 
lOQP  to  lei**,  gradually  rising  till  the 
fourth  or  fifth  day. 

4.  When  rapid  it  is  feeble. 

6.  Color  gray,  sometimes  greenish ; 
shades  off  gradually ;  on  vulva,  soft 
palate,  and  pharynx  as  well  as  the 
tonsils ;  bleeding  readily,  even  without 
being  detached ;  infilitrates  the  deeper 
tissues;  adherent;  strong  tendency  tq. 
reform  after  removal;  may  not  be  seen 
the  first  or  even  second^day ;  spreads 
steadily. 

6.  Albuminura  rarely  absent. 


7.  Most  commonly J^does  not  reach 
its  height  before  the  fourth  day. 

8.  Paralytic  sequelee^quite  common. 

9.  Prequently'spreads^  by  contagion 


6.  Albuminuria  rarely,  if  ever  pres- 
ent 

7.  Reaches  its  height  by  the  second 
day;  by  the  fourth  the  patient  is  gen- 
erally convalescing. 

8.  Paralysis  never  follows  as  a 
sequel. 

9.  It  is  doubtful  if  it  is  ever  conta- 
gious. 

Undoubtedly,  all  exudates  on  the  tonsils  are  not  diphtheritic, 
and,  without  doubt,  in  active  practice,  many  cases  are  reported  as 
diphtheria  which  are  not  such,  but  the  liability  to  erroneous  diag* 
nosis,  by  most  honest  and  competent  practitioners,  is  great,  so 
closely  do  the  local  manifestations  and  systemic  disturbance  of 
the  benign  and  the  malignant  affections  resemble  each  other. 
This  liability  to  error  needs  scarcely  a  better  illustration  than 
that  afforded  by  the  above  table,  prepared  by  a  gentleman  evi- 
dently as  familiar  with  diphtheria  as  the  present  knowledge  of 
the  disease  permits.     No  practitioner  will  concede  the  correctness 
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of  all  or  even  a  majority  ot  the  points  placed  in  contract.  While 
diphtheria  is  usually  preceded  by  a  period  of  malaise,  we  have 
known  cases  to  terminate  fatally  in  a  few  days,  in  which  the  chUd 
retired  as  well  as  it  ever  was  in  its  life,  and  awoke  during  the 
night  with  a  temperature  of  104°,  with  severe  inflammation  of 
the  tonsils  and  without  the  faintest  perceptible  trace  of  an  exudate. 
The  whole  nine  points  of  difference  given  might  be  gone  through 
with,  anc^,  with  the  exception  of  the  eighth,  the  characteribtics  of 
croupous  tonsillitis  as  given  will  be  recognized  as  not  inapplica- 
ble to  diphtheria.  We  have,  moreover,  seen  paralysis  of  alarm- 
ipg  severity  follow  two  cases  of  adults,  in  which  the  throat  symp- 
toms and  systemic  disturbance  were  not  sufficiently  severe  to 
prevent  the  patients  from  going  about  in  the  discharge  of  their 
usual  duties. 

While  articles  like  that  by  Dr.  Holt  may  be  of  interest  from  a 
scientific  point  of  view,  their  effect  on  the  general  practitioner  is 
not  beneficial.  The  attempt  to  make  the  nice  distinctions  therein 
sought  to  be  made,  would  be  very  apt  to  result  in  serious  blunders. 
It  will  be  found  to  be  the  safer  plan,  in  so  far  as  both  the  patient 
and  those  with  whom  it  is  liable  to  come  in  contact  are  concerned, 
to  err  on  the  side  of  regarding  all  cases  of  exudate  on  the  tonsils 
(excepting,  of  course,  cases  of  unquestionable  follicular  tonsillitis) 
as  diphtheria,  and  treating  them  and  isolating  them  accordingly. 
If,  as  some  maintain,  diphtheria  is  primarily  a  local  disease,  with 
secondary  systemic  involvement  from  absorption  of  ptomaines 
from  the  dead  tissue,  the  danger  of  allowing  a  day  or  two  to 
elapse  before  applying  an  antiseptic  to  the  throat  needs  scarcely 
be  pointed  out. — MediocU  Age. 


A  SiKPLE  Method  of  Artificial  Respiration.— The  de- 
sideratum at  which  we  aim  in  artificial  respiration  is  to  obtain  a 
method  of  as  simple  a  character  as  possible,  so  that  it  should  be 
readily  understood  by  the  laity,  and  at  the  same  time  should  pos- 
sess the  maximum  efficiency.  The  main  indications  in  artifLcial 
respiration  are :  first,  to  loosen  clothing,  braces,  etc.,  so  as  to  al- 
low free  movement  of  the  chest  and  prevent  constriction  of  the 
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Deck;  second,  to  bring  the  trachea,  larynx  and  pharynx  as  nearly 
as  is  anatomically  possible  into  a  straight  line  with  the  openings 
of  the  mouth  and  nose ;  third,  to  obtain  as  deep  an  inspiration  as 
possible  by  elevating  the  ribs  and  depressing  the  diaphragm,  and 
fourth,  to  get  a  deep  expiration.  Now,  although  the  accepted 
modes  of  restoring  respiration  have  proved  very  successful  in 
trained  hands,  yet  they  are  almost  unknown  to  the  general  public, 
and  all  require  a  certain  amount  of  skill,  which  cannot  always  be 
looked  for  at  the  hands  of  the  laity.  Mr.  John  Arthur  Francis 
proposes,  in  the  Britiah  Medical  Joumalf  March  20,  1886,  a  plan 
which  he  believes  combines  all  the  advantages,  without  the  dis- 
advantages, of  the  method  generally  employed,  beside  possessing 
great  simplicity.  It  is  as  follows:  The  body  having  been  laid  on 
the  back,  and  with  the  clothes  loosened,  and  the  mouth  and  nose 
wiped  out,  two  bystanders  should  pass  a  narrow  lever  of  any 
kind  under  the  body  at  the  level  of  the  waist,  and  raise  it  until 
the  tips  of  the  fingers  and  the  toes  of  the  subject  alone  touch  the 
ground,  count  fifteen  rapidly,  then  lower  the  body  flat  to  the 
giound  and  press  the  elbows  to  the  sides  hard;  count  fifteen 
again,  then  raise  the  body  again  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and 
80  on,  alternately  raising  and  lowering.  The  head,  arms  and 
legs  are  to  be  allowed  to  dangle  down  quite  freely  when  the  body 
is  raised.  A  child  can  be  manipulated  quite  easily  by  one  person 
with  a  hand  under  each  loin.  For  an  adult  the  best  way  is  for 
two  persons  to  grasp  each  other's  right  hand  under  the  body  and 
then  raise  it.  A  stout  walking  stick  or  umbrella  would  be  effica- 
cious were  the  operators  too  weak  to  lift  up  the  patient  with  one 
clasped  hand.  To  join  both  lefl  and  right  hands  with  those  of 
another  person  would  probably  form  too  great  a  plane  for  the 
body  to  rest  on,  except^  in  the  case  of  a  very  tall  patient,  and 
prevent  the  full  extension  of  the  spine. — Therapeutic  Oaxeite. 


ScissoRiAN  Sections  :  In  an  article  in  the  Annah  of  Surgery 
for  June^  on  Laparotomy,  C.  B.  Keetley,  F.B.C.S.,  has  the  fol- 
lowing :  Every  one  who  substitutes  scissors  for  the  knife  as  often 
as  he  ought  to  must  expect  to  receive  a  good  deal  of  banter.    One 
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of  my  colleagues  rallies  me  amiably  on  what  he  calls  "  Soissorian 
Sections.  The  scissors  should  not  be  sharp.''  Our  distinguished 
associate,  Prof.  Duncan  Eve,  M.D.,  is  also  quite  an  advocate  for 
the  use  of  scissors;  and  has  frequently  been  rallied  by  his  col- 
leagueo  therefor.  He  has  frequently  stated,  that  there  were  but 
few  operations  in  surgery  that  would  not  be  improved  by  the  u^e 
of  the  scissors,  whenever  they  could  be  used  in  lieu  of  the  knife. 


Treatment  of  Acute  Tonsillitis. — Dr.  John  Brown  states, 
in  the  British  MedioalJoumalj  that  it  is  a  rare  event  for  suppu- 
ration to  occur  in  acute  tonsillitis,  if  treated  early  with  the  fol- 
lowing mixture: 

R.    Sodii  salicylat 3  iss. 

Pot  bicarb §  iss. 

Tinct.  aconit m.  40. 

Liq.  opii.  sed m.  80. 

Sp.  chloroform 3  iL 

Aq.  ad §  Tiii. 

M.  One  ounce  to  be  taken  every  two  or  three  hours  for  the  first  thirty-six 
hours.    The  same  mixture  is  sheet-anchor  for  rheumatic  fever. — Med,  Age. 


Treatment  of  Hydrocele. — Dr.  Keyes  recommends,  in  the 
New  York  Medical  Record^  the  injection  of  pure  carbolic  acid 
''  deliquesced  in  a  little  glycerine  "  as  a  simple,  effectual,  and  al- 
most painless  method  of  treating  hydrocele  even  of  large  size. 
The  instrument  he  usiss  is  a  glass  syringe  holding  about  a  hun- 
dred minims,  to  which  a  hypodermic  needle  of  medium  size  is 
fitted  as  a  nozzle.  The  hydrocele  fluid  is  first  drawn  off  either 
through  this  needle  or  by  a  separate  puncture;  thirty  to  sixty 
minims  of  the  carbolic  acid  and  glycerine  are  then  injected.  Dr. 
Keyes  recommends  that  the  patient  should  be  kept  quiet,  but  not 
necessarily  confined  to  bed,  for  forty-eight  hours. — Med.  Herctld. 

Three  are  2,600  physicians  in  Philadelphia,  and  2,900  in 
New  York.— -Ec. 
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Insanity  and  its  Treatment. — Lectures  on  the  Treatment,  Med- 
ical and  Legal,  of  Insane  Patients.  By  G.  Fielding  Blanbford, 
M.D.  (Oxon.),  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  in 
London ;  Late  Lecturer  on  Psychological  Medicine  at  the  School 
of  St.  George's  Hospital,  London.  Third  Edition.  To  which  is 
added  "Types  of  Insanity:  An  Illustrated  Guide  in  the  Physical 
Diagnosis  of  Mental  Disease."  By  Allan  McLane  Hamilton, 
M.D.,  one  of  the  Consulting  Physicians  to  the  Insane  Asylums  of 
New  York  City,  and  the  Hudson  River  State  Hospital  for  the 
Insane.  Illustrated  by  ten  plates  from  photographs  of  cases 
selected  as  types,  with  descriptive  text.  Number  ii,  of  Wood's 
Library  for  1886.  (  February).  New  York:  William  Wood  & 
Co.     Pp.  379. 

These  Lectures  in  an  abridged  form,  were  first  delivered  by  the 
author  at  the  School  of  St.  George's  Hospital,  and  were  published 
io  the  hope  that  they  might  serve  as  a  handy-book  concerDing 
Insanity,  on  which  subject  there  exist  but  few  works  in  the 
English  language  in  the  character  of  a  text-book.  • 

Written  entirely  for  students,  no  claim  is  made  that  it  is  a 
complete  treatise  on  Psychology,  yet  we  find  here  the  most  im- 
portant facts  and  established  truths  that  are  greatly  needed  by 
the  medical  student  and  general  practitioner. 

The  author  holds  that  the  mysterious  phenomena  of  unsound 
mind  constitute  material  disease,  ''that  disease  of  the  mind  means 
disorder  of  the  brain,  and  that  the  latter  organ  is  liable  to  dibcase 
and  disturbance,  like  other  organs  of  the  body,  to  be  investigated 
by  the  same  methods,  and  subject  to  the  same  laws.'' 

The  Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery.  By  Frank  Hastings 
Hamilton,  A.M.,  M.D„  LL.D.,  late  Professor  of  the  Practice 
of  Surgery,  with  Operations,  and  of  Clinical  Surgery,  in  Bellevuc 

3  8.P, 
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Hospital  Medical  College;  Consulting  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  Hospi- 
tal, to  the  Bureau  of  Surgical  Relief  to  the  Out-door  Poor  at 
Bellevue  Hospital,  to  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  and  to  the  Hospital 
for  the  Ruptured  and  Crippled ;  Fellow  of  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Medicine,  etc.  Pp.  1020,  illustrated  with  472  engravings  on 
wood.     Third  edition. 

It  affords  us  sincere  pleasure  to  notice  the  improvements  of  our 
favorite  surgical  text-book.  We  could  only  admire  the  solid 
ground-work  of  the  original  plan  the  more  when  we  found  how 
few  in  number  were  the  really  important  changes. 

Its  more  momentous  additions  embrace  a  section  on  Shook, 
which  the  authorj  with  an  unusual  latitude  of  expression,  char- 
acterizes as  ''a  general  paresis  of  the  nervous  system ;^^  Nerve^ 
Stretching  and  Normal  Ovariotomy,  The  latter  receive,  as  do  sonae 
less  formidable  gyusecological  fashionables,  a  few  very  healthful 
restrictions. 

To  the  curioas-loving  and  to  those  historically  inclined,  he 
presents  the  case  of  the  late  President  Garfield,  and  many  statis- 
tical reports  of  recent  compilation. 

We  are  not  quite  sure  that  the  detailed  description  of  Prof. 
Baech's  mode  of  application  of  Turenne^s  inoculation  cure  of 
syphilis,  and  the  attefttion  devoted  to  Dr.  Spier's  '^  artery  con- 
strictor,'' will  be  appreciated  by  either  of  these  classes,  or,  in  fiict, 
by  any^other;  but  as  amber,  enclosing  insects,  whose  species  are 
long  ago  extinct,  has  its  value  enhanced  by  their  bare  preaenoe, 
so  may  these  mental  aberrations  in  the  distant  future  add  to  this 
work's  enduring  fame. 

The  supplementary  chapter  on  the  art  of  primary  union  is,  in- 
asmuch as  our  knowledge  extends,  the  heaviest  bill  of  indictment 
from  America  that  Listerism  has  yet  received. 

The  publishers  deserve  much  praise  for  improvements  by  their 
art.  We  confess  that  each  style  of  its  binding  has  won  a  portion 
of  our  biblomaniacal  soul. 

Diseases  OF  the  Spinal  Cord.  By  Byrom  Bramwell,  M.D.,  F. 
R.C.P.  (Edin.),  Lecturer -on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Med- 
icine, and  on  Medical  Diagnosis  in  the  Extra  Academical  School 
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of  Medicine,  Edinburgh;  Pathologist  to  the  Edinburgh  Royal 
Infirmary,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  Illustrated  by  fifty -two  full  page  litho- 
graphic plates,  in  colors,  and  many  fine  wood-engravings.  Num- 
ber i,  of  Wood's  Library  for  1886,  (January.)  New  York: 
William  Wood  &  Company.    Pp.  298. 

Id  this  excellent  volumci  Dr.  Bramwell  gives  us  a  very  enter- 
taining and  concise  description  of  the  more  important  points  re- 
lating to  Diseases  of  the  Spinal  Cord,  taken  mainly  from  his 
course  of  Lectures  on  Medicine.  The  many  diagrams  and  draw- 
ings introduced  into  the  text  in  the  form  of  wood  cuts^  and  the 
beautiful  colored  lithographic  plates  serve  a  most  excellent  pur- 
pose in  fully  elucidating  the  subject. 

The  chrome  lithographs  drawn  by  the  author,  first  with  the 
camera  lucida  and  then  in  lithographic  chalk  are  representations 
of  his  own  sections. 

We  quote  the  following  from  the  preface  to  this,  the  author^s 
second  edition: 

"The  very  favorable  reception  which  the  First  Edition  of  this 
work  received  from  the  medical  press  both  in  this  country  and 
abroad,  and  the  fact  that  it  has  been  translated  into  the  German, 
French,  and  Russian  languages,  have  induced  me  to  make  fewer 
changes  in  this,  the  Second  Edition,  than  I  at  one  time  contem- 
plated.'* 

Diseases  of  the  Circulaiory  and  Respiratory  Apparatus.     Il- 
lustrated by  103  fine  wood  engravings.     Being  Vol.   I.  ot   the 
"Hand-book  of  Practical  Medicine."     By  Dr.  Hermann  Eich- 
HORST,   Professor  of  Special   Pathology  and   Therapeutics,   and 
Director  of  the  University  Medical  Clinic  in  Zurich.     In  four 
volumes.     No.  III.  of  Wood's  Library  for  March,  1886;  pp.  407. 
William  Wood  &  Co.,  New  York. 
Id  this  excellent  hand-book  of  Dr.  Eichhorst,  devoted  to  dis- 
eases of  the  circulatory  and  respiatory  apparatus^  we  have  chapters 
on  the  following  diseases :  I.  The  Pericardium ;  II.  The  Heart 
Muscle;  III.  The  Endocardium;   IV.  Neurosis  of  the  Heart; 
V-  The  Aorta ;  VI.  The  Nasal  Cavities ;  VII.  The  Larynx ; 
Tin.  The  Trachea;  IX.  The  Bronchi;  X.  The  Lungs;  XI, 
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The  Pleura;  XII.   The  Pulmonary  Artery;  XIII.  The  Medi- 
astinum. 

T\\e  bare  title  of  this,  with  the  other  numbers  of  Wood's 
Standard  Library  for  1886,  indicate  their  desirableness  in  every 
well  appointed  library;  and  their  moderate  cost  brings  them 
within  the  reach  of  all.  As  practical  works,  they  fully  merit  the 
claim  of  standard,  and  are  just  such  as  are  needed  by  the  general 
practitioner.  The  handsome,  maroon-colored  binding  surpasses 
any  of  the  preceding  issues  in  point  of  beauty  and  taste. 

The  Student's  Manual  of  Venereal  Diseases. — Being  a  Concise 
Description  of  Those  Affections  and  of  Their  Treatment.  By 
Berkeley  Hill,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  Univer- 
sity College,  London ;  Surgeon  to  the  University  College  and  the 
Lock  Hospitals;  and  Arthur  Cooper,  M.D.,  Surgeon  to  the 
Westminster  General  Dispensary;  Formerly  House-Surgeon  to 
the  Lock  Hospital.  Fourth  edition.  Revised.  Cloth.  i2mo., 
pp.  132.  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  1012  Walnut  Street,  Phila- 
delphia. 

That  a  revised  edition  meant  an  improved  one,  the  mere  names 
of  its  authors  warranted.  It  needs  only  a  most  casual  comparison 
with  the  previous  editions  to  show  how  thoroughly  the  work  has 
been  done.  No  important  points  have  been  neglected ;  but 
minor  matters  have  been  summarily  dealt  with,  and  opinions  and 
speculations  entirely  omitted.  It  is  simply  wonderful  that  it 
should  be  so  condensed  and  yet  so  clear. 

We^should  change  the  epithet  ahortive  for  paUiative,  as  applied 
to  the  iodoform  treatment  of  gonorrhoea.  We  are  inclined  to 
expect  much  from  this  drug's  analgesic  propertij^s  and  little  from 
its  germiade  action ;  since  this  involves  the  admission  of  a  cause 
that  we,  like  our  authors,  may  yet  be  sceptical  concerning. 

Its  plain  English  formulary  contains  many  good  and  carefully 
weighed  suggestions. 

A  Dictionary  of  Medicine,  Including  General  Pathology,  General 
Therapeutics,  Hygiene,  and  the  Diseases  Peculiar  to  Women  and 
Children.  By  various  writers.  Edited  by  Richard  Quain, 
M.D.,  F.R.S.  Eighth  edition.  Half  morrocco,  8vo.,  pp.  x8x6. 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.,  i,  3  and  5  Bond  Street,  New  York. 
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We  oave  no  incliDation  to  speak  of  anything  other  than  the 
exoellenoe  of  this  work,  and  neither  the  space  nor  the  language 
to  exceed  its  merits.  It  is  a  fit  criterion  by  which  to  estimate 
medical  progress ;  a  genuine  triumph  for  the  English  language 
by  virtue  of  its  peerless  style.  It  is  not  our  custom  to  use  un- 
measured terms  in  speaking  of  works  of  very  widely  extended 
scope;  but  it  would  have  been  strange  if  the  highest  excellence 
had  not  been  attained  by  such  a  corps  of  writers  under  such  an 
editor. 

We  commend  it  cheerfully  and  earnestly  to  every  member  of 
our  professioni  averring  it  to  be,  without  suggestion  of  sacrilege, 
a  very  present  help  in  time  of  trouble. 

The  inconvenience  of  its  size  is  counterbalanced  by  this  con- 
sideration :  that  it  precludes  machine-binding ;  and  the  proverbial 
integrity  of  its  publishers  hence  assures  a  most  durable  volume. 

The  Surgical  Diseases  of  Children. — By  Edmund  Owen,  M.B., 
F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  the  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Great  Or 
mond  Street,  London.  i2mo.,  585  pages,  with  4  chromo-litho- 
graphic  plates  and  85  engravings.  Cloth,  $2.  Philadelphia,  Lea 
Brothers  &  Co.     1886. 

A  careful  reading  of  this  modest  book  can  hardly  fail  to 
strengthen  any  one's  appreciation  of  its  subject.  We  scarcely 
need  a  better  working  guide  than  it  presents.  Personal  expe- 
rience furnishes  the  basis  of  much  of  the  teachings  and  frankness 
is  not  the  least  prominent  trait  of  the  clearly  expressive  lan- 
guage. Etiology,  settled  and  speculative^  has  evoked  many  in- 
teresting notes.  We  notice  that,  though  a  Listerian  by  precept^ 
at  least,  our  author  formulates  some  well-chosen  doubts  as  to  the 
existence  of  Koch's  baciUua  tuberculosis.  His  fondness  for  an 
idiomatic  avoidance  of  the  first  personal  pronoun  is  a  little  un- 
fortunate, and  the  typography  of  his  book  is  a  little  below  the 
average  of  its  companion  manuals. 

Quiz-Compend  No.    ii—A   Compend  of   Pharmacy. — By  T.    E. 
Stewart,  M.D.,  Ph.G.,  etc.     Based  upon  Prof.  Jas.   P.   Pen 
nington's  Text  Book  of  Pharmacy.     i6mo.,  pp.  I96.     P.  Black- 
iston,  S6n  &  Co.,  Philadelphia. 
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Prof.  Stewart,  in  hie  preface,  deplores  the  separation  of  Therapy 
and  Pharmacy.  It  is  not  improbable  that  his  work  may  assist  in 
lessening  this  evil  by  displaying  the  large  amount  of  clearly  un- 
necessary knowledge  expected  of  a  pharmacist. 

To  drug  clerks,  whom  the  formidable  dispensatories  have  in- 
timidated, it  will  be  a  welcome  aid.  While  we  cannot  endorse 
the  promiscuous  use  of  such  manuals  as  are  liable  to  inspire  an 
over- weening  confidence  in  themselves,  we  think  this  book  capa- 
ble of  accomplishing  much  good,  if  the  author's  intent  be  well 
considered. 

ToNGALiNE. — '^  Having  used  Tongaline  in  practice  with  satis- 
faction to  myself  and  patients,  I  hereby  report  two  very  impor- 
tant cases.  The  first  that  of  my  wife,  aged  38  years,  the  subject 
of  severe  attacks  of  hemicrania  for  twelve  years.  These  attacks 
would  last  from  one  to  four  days,  yielding  finally  to  cathartics, 
blisters,  and  the  hypodermic  use  of  morphine.  Wishing  to  try 
the  new  remedy  Tongaline,  recommended  for  neuralgia,  I  put 
her  on  drachm  doses,  repeated  every  third  hour.  Three  doses 
generally  sufficed  to  give  relief,  but  the  attacks  would  return, 
though  milder  and  of  shorter  duration,  until  they  finally  ceased 
and  left  her  permanently  cured,  having  used  less  than  one  bottle. 

"  The  second  case,  a  Mr.  C.  C.  W.,  aged  37  years,  who  had 
suffered  with  attacks  of  supra-orbital  neuralgia  for  about  three 
years.  I  prescribed,  as  in  the  first  case,  Tongaline  one  drachm 
every  third  hour,  until  relieved.  A  few  doses  generally  relieved 
the  paroxysms.  The  continuance  of  the  medicine  for  a  short 
time  has  resulted  in  a  perfect  cure." — C.  McGufee,  M,D.,  of 

Tyler,  Texas. 

^  ■  ^ 

Lyons'  Tasteless  Pbepabations  of  Quinine. — The  ap- 
proach of  the  malarial  season  suggests  the  propriety  of  making 
trial  of  the  above  preparations.  Our  readers  will  find  far  more 
satisfactory  results  in  their  use  than  many  of  the  fluid  extracts 
which  have  been  suggested  for  the  purpose  of  disguising  the  un- 
pleasant bitter  taste  of  the  drug. 
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Editors  Southern  Practitioner  :  Nearly  a  year  after  the  event, 
there  comes  to  me  the  Southern  Practitioner  of|  September,  1885, 
conveying  to  me,  for  the  first  time,  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  my 
fiiend  and  preceptor.  Dr.  W.  K.  Bowling. 

No  sadder  intelligence  has  ever  crossed  the  Continent  to  me,  and  I 
cannot  refrain,  even  at  this  late  day,  to  offer  this  tribute  to  his  memory. 
I  feel  as  if  I  were  almost  alone  in  the  medical  world.      All  the  men 
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whose  names  were  on  my  diploma  are  now  dead  but,  Dr.  J.  B. 
Lindsley. 

It  is  not  of  the  medical  standing  of  my  friend  and  teacher  that  I 
wish  to  speak.  The  world  knows  that  and  anything  that  I  could  say 
would  add  nothing  to  his  well-earned  honors  and  distinction.  It  is 
the  moral  worth  of  Dr.  Bowling  that  claims  my  attention.  For  a 
quarter  of  a  century  our  correspondence,  both  private  and  public,  was 
intimate,  for  during  his  whole  journalistic  career  I  was  an  almost  con- 
«tant  contributor  to  his  journal.  He  was  a  man  of  deep  religious 
convictions,  and  while  he  did  not  publicly  blazon  them  to  the  world, 
he  acted  them  out  in  the  humble  walks  of  life.  The  poor  always 
found  in  ^im  a  sympathetic  heart  and  willing  hand.  He  gave  the 
same  care  and  attention  to  the  most  humble  '  in  life  that  he  did 
the  millionaire.  ''He  went  about  doing  good."  This  I  know, 
for  I  have  often  been  with  him,  and  have  admired  and  even 
envied  his  goodness  of  ^heart,  and  have  endeavored  to  profit  by 
his  example,  and  whatever  I  have  been,  am,  or  expect  to  be,  is  due  to 
his  teachings,  by  example  as  well  as  precept  I  met  him  last  in  1873, 
just  after  cholera  had  ravaged  the  fair  City  of  Nashville.  He  related 
an  incident  to  me  that  made  a  deep  impression  upon  my  heart.  An 
old  blind  negro,  that  eked  out  a  miserable  existence  by  playing  the 
flute  on  the  street  corners,  was  stricken  with  cholera.  The  doctor  at- 
tended him  and  he  recovered.  A/ter  his  recovery,  his  heart  overflowed 
with  gratitude  to  his  benefactor,  and  having  nothing  to  pay  him 
with,  he  took  his  flute  and  sat  under  the  doctor's  bed- room  window 
and  played  it  the  whole  night  long.  The  doctor  stated,  "  I  have  re- 
ceived many  large  fees  in  my  life,  but  that  was  the  largest  fee  I  ever 
received.  Money  is  trash  and  is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  outpourings 
of  a  grateful  heart,  let  it  be  ever  so  humble.  Such  fees  lighten  the  bur- 
dens of  life  and  lighten  the  years  of  one's  existence." 

The  doctor  loved  medicine  for  its  own  sake,  and  for  the  good  he  was 
enabled  to  accomplish  by  it  In  speaking  of  "his  religious  convictions,  he 
said  to  me,  "I  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  hope  for  salvation 
through  His  merits.  I  was  immersed  into  His  church  forty  years  ago. 
I  have  never  lived  a  secular  churchman,  but  I  hope  a  fair  Christian. 
When  I  die  some  one  will  say  '*he  was  an  Infidel  "  I  leave  it  to  you, 
doctor,  to  straighten  your  intellectual  right  arm  at  him  with  a  pen  at 
the  end  of  it" 

He  has  gone  to  his  reward,  full  of  years  and  good  deeds  that  the 
morning  of  eternity  will,  reveal. 

Stockton,  Cal.  S.  T.  Crawford,  M.D. 
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ON  THE  TAIL  OF  A  TRACK;  OR,  ON  THE  TRACK  OF 
A  TAIL— CUI  BONO?  PRO  BONO  PUBLICO! 

The  following  **  original" — yes,  very  original — article,  is  the  leader 
in  the  Sfa/e  Board  of  Health  Bulletin^  published  by  the  Tennessee  State 
Board  of  Health,  bearing  date  May  31st,  1886,  and  delivered  at  our 
office  by  mail-carrier  on  June  25th,  1886,  with  a  request  printed  in  red 
letters  on  outside  of  wrapper,  **  Please  exchange."  We  have  been 
sending  our  journal  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  since 
the  receipt  of  the  first  number  of  the  •*  Bulletin"  The  leader  alluded 
to  has  at  its  head  a  list  or  roll  of  members  of  said  Board,  as  follows : 

State  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Tennessee. 

J.  D.  Plunket,  M.D.,  President,  Nashville;  Jas.  M.  SafTord,  M.D., 
Vice-President,  Nashville;  Hon.  E.  W-  Cole,  Nashville;  G.  B.  Thorn- 
ton, M.D.,  Memphis;  Hon.  D.  P.  Hadden,  Memphis;  P.  D.Sims, 
M.D.,  Chattanooga;  Daniel  F.  Wright,  M.D.,  Clarksville;  J.  Berrien 
Lindsley,  M.D.,  Secretary,  Nashville. 

We  give  the  article,  headings  and  all — 

Prophylaxis  Against  TRiCHiNiC. 

Office  State  Board  of  Health,  Nashville,  May  5,  1886. 
Dr.  /.  D.  Plunket,  President  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Sir — In  pursuance  of  instructions  contained  in  the  following  com- 
munlRtion,  I  acted  with  the  least  delay  : 

Nashville,  May  3,  1886. 

Dr,  J,  Berrien  Lindsley,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Sir — The  life-history  of  the  triehxTui  spiralis  is  now  fiiirly  understood, 
but  up  to  now  sanitation  has  advanced  no  further  than  to  advise  the  micro- 
scopical examination  of  all  pork,  to  enjoin  that  it  be  well  cooked  before  eating, 
and  to  enter  a  warning  against  keeping  hogs  about  slaughter-houses,  and 
feeding  them  on  the  raw  waste  products.  The  perfect  protection,  however,  of 
the  people  against  this  tremendous  scourge,  and  to  minimize  the  sources  of  in- 
fection to  the  hog,  demands,  it  would  seem,  a  system  which  shall  reach  yet 
further,  and  prove  more  thorough,  than  heretofore.  To  that  end,  therefore,  the 
Bzecutive  Committee  directs  that  you  proceed  at  your  earliest  convenience  to 
Huntingdon,  and  at  once'seek  a  conference  with  the  Carroll  County  Board  of 
Health,  and  offer  to  them  the  following  suggestions,  which  you  are  directed  to 
urge  that  they  at  once  practically  adopt  upon  the  premises  where  the  Espy 
family  reside  (see  Dr.  J.  W.  McCalFs  report,  printed  in  the  Bulletin,  pages  118 
to  115,  for  deUils) : 
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1.  A  microscopical  examination  for  trichinsd  of  all  pork  slaughtered  upon 
**  the  H.  C.  Townes  Farm "  during  the  past  twelve  months  should  he  made  at 
once. 

2.  All  pork  discovered  to  he  trichinous  should  he  condemned  and  suhjected 
to  prolonged  hoillng. 

8.  All  carnivorous  animals  upon  the  premises,  including  dogs,  cats,  rats, 
mice  and  snakes,  should  be  promptly  destroyed,  and  also  thoroughly  boiled. 

i.  All  hog-pens,  together  with  hog  manure,  should  be  burned;  and  all  wells, 
or  other  boUections  of  water  to  which  the  swine  may  have  had  access,  or  intci 
which  drainage  from  the  pens  could  have  taken  place,  should  be  closed  up. 

6.  The  range  of  the  herd  from  which  the  trichinous  pork  was  derived,  which 
afflicted  the  Espy  family,  should  be  closed  against  hogs  for  a  period  of  one  year 

6.  If  there  are  other  animals,  vertebrate  or  invertebrate,  which  it  is  expected 
the  hogs  could  have  devoured,  upon  the  "  Townes  Farm,"  microscopical  exami- 
nation should  be  made  to  embrace  them  also. 

A  written  report  covering  the  results  of  your  visit  will  be  expected. 

By  order  of  the  Bxeoutive  Committee. 

J.  D.  Plttkkxt,  Chcfnnan. 

On  the  following  morning  I  took  the  train  for  Huntingdon,  and  upon 
my  arrival  there  at  once  sought  an  interview  with  the  Carroll  County 
Board  of  Health.  A  full  and  free  conference  was  early  secured,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  state  that  I  found  the  board  willing,  earnest  and 
unanimous  in  the  desire  to  adopt  any  and  all  means  which  would,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  or  which  would  afiford  a  reasonable  basis  even  for  the 
hope,  that  this  dangerous  parasite  might  be  circumscribed  in  its  march, 
if  not  wholly  exterminated.  Dr.  J.  W.  McCali,  the  attending  physi- 
cian of  the  Espy  family,  kindly  offered  to  drive  me  but  to  the  Townes 
Farm,  upon  which  the  Espys  live,  where  I  had  the  opportunity flf  in- 
specting the  entire  premises,  and  saw  nearly  all  the  members  of  the 
family. 

At  "hog-killing  time,"  which,  in  this  instance,  was  upon  December 
15th,  1885,  Mr.  Espy  slaughtered  nine  hogs  in  all,  turning  the  greater 
portion  of  them  into  meat.  The  balance  was  turned  into  soap,  except 
the  livers  and  lungs,  which  were  hung  up  in  a  tree  close  by,  and 
which,  it  is  believed,  were  afterwards  eaten  by  do^s.  A  dose  inquiry 
into  the  probable  sources  from  whence  the  diseased  hog  became  in- 
fected, revealed  the  fact  that  the  only  animal  remains  these  hogs  were 
likely  to  have  fed  upon  was  furnished  by  three  beavers  which  had  been 
.  killed  in  October  or  November  last.  I  obtained  a  portion  of  one  of 
these  heaver's  tail,  the  only  part  that  was  left  of  them,  and  have  had 
it  carefully  examined  by  Dr.  Charles  Mitchell,  of  Nashville,  for 
trkhina  spiralis.     He  reports  : 
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I  have  made  a  careful  microscopical  examination  of  the  piece  of  beaver  tail 
(from  the  locality  furnishing  the  trichinous  pork),  and  find  the  same  entirely 
firee  f^om  parasites  or  anything  of  a  suspicious  nature.  Still,  the  amount  of 
muscle-tissue  in  the  specimen  submitted  was  so  small,  that  it  is  doubtful  whether 
it  could  be  considered  a  fair  index  of  the  entire  animal. 

Mr.  Espy  still  has  remaining  some  thirty  hogs  of  the  same  herd, 
which  the  Carroll  County  Board  of  Health  will  have  killed  at  once, 
and  treated  in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  Executive  Committee  in 
instructions  given  above  (see  No.  2)  if  it  is  thought  best  to  do  so.  The 
interest  manifested  by  the  State  Board  in  this  matter  is  fully  appreciated 
by  the  authorities  of  Carroll,  and  from  whom  I  received  assurance  that 
^he  suggestions  offered  will  be  faithfully  and  promptly  carried  out. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.D.,  Secretary, 

Well!  well!!  well!!! 

And  the  schoolmaster  is  at  home  in  Tennessee,  and  the  Blair  bill  is 
not  passed,  nor  the  Miller  substitute. 

The  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Tennessee  and  the 
Chairman  of  its  Executive  Committee  says  that  **  the  life  history  of  the 
trichina  spiralis  is  now  fairly  understood ; "  and  goes  on  with  a  very 
timely  warning  against  keeping  hogs  about  slaughter  houses,  (good  ), 
and  feeding  them  on  raw  waste  products.  ( Italics  are  ours. )  Raw  waste 
products  will  exclude  the  acorn,  the  beech  nut  and  other  mast ;  and 
then  directs  their  Secretary  to  proceed  to  Huntingdon,  and  make  in- 
vestigation, and  microscopically  investigate  "all  pork  slaughtered  upon 
the  H.  C.  Townes  farm  during  the  past  twelve  months."  But  No.  2 
and  No.  3  of  these  edicts  are — well  what  shall  we  say  they. are?  We 
will  not  give  them  a  name,  but  will  again  trouble  you,  my  dear  reader, 
to  look  at  them  in  our  type  and  see  if  you  cannot  see  them  with  our 
eyes. 

"  2.  All  pork  discovered  to  be  trichinous]  should  be  condemned  and 
subjected  to  long  boiling."  (The  query  naturally  arises,  If  this  pork 
is  condemned  by  so  august  a  tribunal  as  the  self-perpetuating  State 
Board  of  Health,  why  boil  it?) 

"3.  All  carnivorous  animals  upon  the  premises,  including  dogs, 
cats,  rats,  mice  and  snakes,  should  t>e  promptly  destroyed  and  also 
thoroughly  boiled."  Eheu!  EheulT  MirabUt  dictul It  If  they  are 
promptly  destroyed,  why  boil  theroJ^ 
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Now  we  wish  it  to  be  very  distinctly  understood  that  the  State  Board 
of  Health  of  Tennessee  has  no  better  friend  than  we  are.  We  speak 
by  the  card  when  we  say  that  we  have  been  intensely  interested  in 
sanitary  medicine  for  a  full  quarter  of  a  century.  We  also  say  that  we 
left  our  ligitimate  business  and  came  from  our  country  home,  worked 
earnestly,  arduously  and  zealously  to  get  the  original  bill  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  1877.  After  the  bill  was  passed  we  thought  our 
labors  were  ended.  But  the  Appropriation  Committee  of  that  year 
failed  to  include  it  in  its  bill.  We  came  back  in  1879  and  worked 
harder  than  ever  to  secure  an  appropriation.  Well !  the  appropriation 
was  made  and  has  been  spent  every  year  from  that  good  day  to  the 
present.  With  what  result?  The  very  excellent  Secretary  of  this  self- 
perpetuated  body  does  the  best  he  can  under  the  circumstances,  and 
calls  to  his  aid  the  Health  Officer  of  the  Capital  City,  who,  with  all  the 
microscopical  appurtenances  furnished  him  by  the  Municipal  Council 
— and  he  says  that  they  are  the  best  that  money  can  buy— cannot  find 
a  trichina  in  a  Beaver's  Tail.  Now  we  have  some  inquiries  that  we 
would  like  our  State  Board  of  Health  to  make. 

They  are : 

1.  How  is  your  very  talented  and  able  Secretary  to  so  arrange 
matters,  past,  present  and  to  come,  so  that  he  can  make  '^  microscopical 
examination  for  trichinae  of  all  pork  slaughtered  upon  the  H.  C. 
Townes  farm,"  during  the  twelve  months  preceding  May  3,  1885. 

2.  Why,  after  you  have  condemned  the  pork,  boil  it? 

3.  Why,  after  promptly  destroying  all  carnivorous  animals,  including 
dogs,  (we  have  no  dog  law  now),  cats,  rats  mice  and  snakes  ( the 
prohibitionist  is  at  work  in  our  capital  now  ) — ^yes,  why  boil  them  ? 

4.  Why  burn  the  hog-pen  ? 

I  5.  Why  close  the  range  after  you  have  killed  and  boiled  every  thing 

on  it,  and  burned  the  hog- pen? 

I  6.  How  are  you  going  to  imbrace  in  your  microscopical  examination 

I  the  animals,   vertebrate    or    invertebrate,  which  it  is    expected    the 

hogs  could  have  devoured  ? 

1  y.  K  the  animal's  tail  is  not   an  index,  where  shall  we  look  for  a 

pointer  ?  ^ 

I  The  Secretary  says  that  hogjtilling  time  at  Espy's  was  December 

15th,  1885,  when  were  slaughtered  nine  hogs — some  made  into  meat, 
some  into  soap,  and  the  **  hasletts  "  hung  in  a  tree  close  by  to  be  de- 
voured by  dogs. 
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Yet,  notwithstanding,  nevertheless,  and  under  the  circumambient  en- 
vironments, he  was  furnished  with  a  portion  of  the  tail  of  one  of  three 
beavers,  which  he,  in  accordance  with  instructions — although  the 
beaver  is  not  a  carnivorous  animal — submits  to  microscopic  investiga- 
tion with  the  best  microscope  that  the  city  of  Nashville  could  buy. 
nU  qui  sine  peccato  est^  nonprimum  in  lapidem  nUVd. 


THREE  CASES  OF  INANITION. 

I  have  recently  had  an  interesting  experience  with  three  cases  of 
inanition  in  infants,  and  as  weak  stomachs  in  babies  are  so  often  the 
subject  of  the  medical  man's  attention,  have  concluded  to  give  my  ex- 
perience to  the  profession. 

Case  I.  C.  S.,  male,  aged  ten  weeks.  Was  present  at  the  birth  of 
this  child,  and  at  birth  it  was  a  strong,  healthy  child ;  but  the  mother 
having  no  milk,  she  commenced  rearing  the  child  on  cow's  milk.  For 
a  time  tlie  child  thrived,  but  the  extreme  hot  weather  of  last  summer 
was  too  great  a  tax  upon  its  digestive  powers. 

At  the  age  of  ten  weeks  I  was  called  to  see  it.  The  mother  told  me 
that  it  had  had  a  similar  attack  to  the  one  I  am  pbout  to  describe  three 
or  four  days  previously,  but  had  partially  recovered  from  it.  Upon 
visiting  the  little  patient  I  found  it  constantly  crying.  It  presented  a 
shrivelled,  pinched,  mummified  appearance,  such  as  one  never  forgets 
after  having  seen  it  once. 

I  sat  and  studied  this  child  carefully,  and  concluded  that  the  child 
was  not  crying  from  pain,  but  from  hunger,  and  that  the  entire  trouble 
was  inanition  from  lack  of  assimilation.  I  told  the  mother  I  did  not 
think  the  child  would  live  till  I  could  get  to  town,  a  distance  of  five 
miles,  and  get  some  food  out  to  it.  I  left  a  placebo  to  appease  the 
anxious  mother,  and  returned  to  the  city.  I  had  in  my  office  a  sample 
package  of  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food,  which  had  been  sent  me  a  short 
time  previously ;  I  also  had  samples  from  several  other  manufacturers, 
but  chose  Camrick's,  not  because  I  had  any  more  confidence  in  it,  but 
because  it  could  be  prepared  without  using  any  milk. 

The  father  took  it  home,  and  some  of  it  was  quickly  prepared  and 
given.  From  the  first  dose  the  child  ceased  crying,  and  commenced 
thriving  at  once,  very  much  to  my  surprise  and  that  of  all  who  saw  it. 

Cases  II.  and  III.  These  may  be  considered  as  one  case,  being  a 
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pair  of  twins,  born  at  the  seventh  month ;  I  will  designate  them  as 
babies  Nos.  i  and  2. 

When  these  children  were  bom  I  did  not  expect  them  to  live,  as 
they  were  very  puny  and  feeble.  When  they  were  six  weeks  old  I  was 
called  to  visit  them,  and  I  found  them  in  precisely  the  condition  of  the 
one  previously  described,  except  that  there  was  not  the  continual  cr]ring. 

One  of  them,  which  I  will  designate  as  No.  i,  seemed  much  weaker 
than  the  other,  in  fact,  it  lay  in  a  condition  of  stupor  most  of  the  time. 

I  had  a  small  portion  of  the  sample  package  of  Soluble  Food  lefl, 
and  ordered  them  to  be  fed  with  it  at  once.  They  commenced  recov- 
ering at  once,  and  continued  to  thrive  as  long  as  the  food  lasted.  In 
the  meantime  I  had  ordered  the  food  from  both  St.  Paul  and  Milwau- 
kee, but  could  not  obtain  it  in  either  city. 

When  the  food  I  ha4  left  them  was  gone,  and  as  no  more  of  it  was 
to  be  obtained,  they  were  placed  upon  the  use  of  another  food,  which 
is  in  very  popular  use  for  infants,  but  it  failed  to  meet  the  requirements, 
and,  though  the  greatest  of  care  was  used  in  its  preparation,  it  was  but 
two  or  three  days  before  they  commenced  showing  signs  of  inanition ; 
but  this  time  the  one  designated  as  No.  2  failed  first,  dying  about  a 
week  after  we  had  suspended  the  use  of  Carnrick's  Soluble  Food.  The 
other  died  four  days  later. 

In  the  case  of  these  two  infants  the  changes  for  better  and  for  worse 
were  so  decidedly  marked  that  there  could  be  no  question  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  foods,  and  the  parents,  as  well  as  myself,  are  convinced 
that  could  we  have  had  the  Soluble  Food  to  continue  with,  both  chil- 
dren would  be  alive  to-day. 

About  a  month  ago,  C.  S ,  case  No.  i,  commenced  showing  all  of 
the  evidences  of  a  return  of  the  ola  condition  of  inanition,  though 
what  caused  it  I  could  not  learn.  Not  having  yet  obtained  a  supply 
of  Carnrick's  Food,  I  prescribed  the  food  that  was  substituted  for  it  in 
the  case  of  the  other  infants,  but  the  child  still  failed. 

In  the  meantime  I  had  written  a  brother  of  mine  in  Chicago,  who 
succeeded  in  obtaining  some  of  Carnrick's  Food  of  Fuller  &  Fuller. 

As  soon  as  it  arrived  the  child  was  fed  with  it,  and  the  patient  is 
now  (two  weeks  later)  nearly  restored  to  its  former  plump,  healthy  • 
condition. 

If  my  fellow-practitioners  will  try  this  preparation,  I  can  assure  them 
that  they  will  not  only  be  pleased  with  it,  but  will  save  the  life  of  many 
a  littie  patient  that  would  otherwise  be  sacrificed. — Theo.  L.  Haich^ 
M,D.,  in  Narihwestem  Lancet,  St.  Paul,  May  15,  1886. 
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DAVIDSON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY— REGULAR 
MEETING. 

The  Davidson  County  Medical  Society  met  in  the  Chancery  Court 
Room  on  Saturday,  June  5th,  1886,  at  3:30  p.m.,  and  was  called  to 
order  by  the  President,  Dr.  J.  B.  W.  Nowlin.  Drs.  Arnold,  Blackman, 
Cain,  Crawford,  Cook,  De  La  Rue,  Duncan  Eve,  P.  F.  Eve,  Hardin, 
Hiller,  Roberts,  Saunders,  and  E.  L.  Stephens,  were  present 

On  motion  of  Duncan  Eve  it  was  decided  to  hold  meetings  twice 
each  month,  the  regular  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  ist  Saturday  in  the 
morning  pr  afternoon,  and  a  special  meeting  on  the  second  Saturday 
following  at  night.  Nothing  but  reading  of  papers,  reports  of  cases, 
and  discussion  thereon,  to  be  brought  before  the  night  meeting. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  then  taken  up,  and  Dr.  Deering 
J.  Roberts  read  a  paper  on  Diphtheria,  taking  the  same  ground  and 
advocating  the  same  views,  as  he  stated  that  he  had  laid  before  the 
State  Medical  Society  at  its  meeting  in  Memphis  in  1878. 

The  paper  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Blackman,  Duncan  Eve,  Cam, 
and  Cook. 

Qr.  Harris,  who  was  appointed  to  open  the  discussion  on  Cholera 
not  being  present,  this  subject  was  postponed  until  the  next  regular 
meeting. 

Dr.  T.  P.  Crutcher  was  elected  to  membership.  The  Executive 
Committee  announced  that  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  second 
Saturday  following,  Dr.  Haggard  would  read  a  paper  on  Dysentery, 
the  discussion  to  be  opened  by  Dr.  Crutcher. 

Adjourned.  W.  F.  Arnold,  M.D.,  Secretary, 


The  Davidson  County  Medical  Society  met  in  the  Criminal  Court 
Room,  Saturday,  June  19th,  at  8  p.m.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the 
President,  Dr.  J.  B.  W.  Nowlin.  There  were  present  Drs.  Grant, 
Glenn,  Haggard,  Cain,  P.  F.  Eve,  Crutcher,  Hardin,  Kinkead,  and 
Roberts,  the  latter  acting  as  Secretary  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Arnold, 
who  was  unable  to  be  present  on  account  of  illness. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Cain  read  a  very  complete,  able,  and  interesting  paper  on 
Dysentery,  which  was  discussed  for  more  than  an  hour,  by  Drs.  Hag  • 
gard,  Crutcher,  Hardin,  Grant,  Glenn,  and  Kinkead 

Dr.  C.  W.  Patterson  was  elected  to  membership. 

Adjourned,  until  the  first  Saturday  in  July. 
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Bromidia  :— /.  Lindsay  PorteauB,  M.  Z>.,  F.  R.  C.  S.  M.  R.  C.  P. 

Ed,     Id  the  April  No.  of  the  Edinburg  Medical  Journal  says : 

* '  Of  late  there  has  been  a  great  influx  of  new  drugs,  some  of  great 
value,  others  of  little  or  no  use.  Where  a  medical  man  has  an  exten- 
sive practice,  consisting  of  rural  and  urban  patients,  he  has  ample  op- 
portunity of  testing  the  effects  of  drugs,  as  the  varieties  of  disease  that 
come  under  his  notice  are  great ;  and  although  his  means  of  watching 
the  actions  of  drugs  are  not  so  good  as  in  hospital  practice,  yet  a  good 
deal  can  be  done  if  he  cares  to  take  a  little  trouble  to  **  take  notes." 

llie  following  is  one  which  has  been  used  for  some  time  by  my  col- 
league (Dr.  Proudfoot)  and  myself,  and  I  give  the  results: 

Bromidia, — About  eighteen  months  ago  a  friend  of  mine  from 
America  told  me  of  the  wonderful  effects  of  a  medicine,  much  used 
in  the  States,  called  Bromidia.  According  to  the  makers,  it  is  com- 
posed of  chloral  hydrate,  15  gr.;  potassium  bromide,  15  gr.;  extract  of 
cannabis  indica,  }i  gr.;  and  extract  of  hyoscyamus,  >^  gr.  I  obtained 
some  and  have  ordered  it  regularly  for  over  a  year ;  and  have  found  it 
excellent  in  the  pain  of  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  and  cancer ;  also  in 
the  sleeplessness  of  scarlatina  and  alcoholism.  It  has  never  failed  me 
in  procuring  sleep,  without  the  disagreeable  dreams  and  after-effect^  of 
opium.  The  dose  is  jss.  to  .^j.  every  hour  till  sleep  is  procured.  I 
have  also  found  it  of  much  service  in  cases  of  tonsillitis,  used  as  a 
gargle  with  glycerine  and  carbolic  acid. 


Smith  County  Medical  Society  :  From  a  correspondent  at  Rome, 
Tenn. ,  we  have  received  the  following : 

**  Quite  a  number  of  the  medical  profession  met  at  Carthage  on 
Monday,  June  14th,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  Smith  County 
Medical  Society.  Dr.  John  L.  Jones,  former  vice-president,  made  a 
very  appropriate  and  pointed  speech,  stating  the  object  of  the  meeting, 
also  urging  the  necessity  of  such  an  organizition.  It  was  unanimously 
decided  to  organize  the  Society,  and  the  following  officers  were  elected : 
Dr.  John  L.  Jones,  president;  Dr.  C.  S.  Sampson,  vice  president;  Dr. 
B.  D.  Austin^  treasurer ;  Dr.  W.  T.  Bains,  corresponding  secretary, 
and  Dr.  Frank  Swope,  recording  secretary. 

Drs.  A.  H.  King,  F.  G.  Oliver,  J.  B.  Wilson,  H.  W.  Blair,  J.  L 
Alexander,  E.  H.  Knight  and  J.  L.  Jones  were  a^>ointed  as  a  corn- 
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mittee  to  draft  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  to  report  ata  meeting  to  be 
held  on  the  first  Monday  in  July. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  9  o'clock,  in  Carthage,  Mon- 
day, July  5,  1886.  There  was  quite  an  interest  manifested  by  the  gen- 
tlemen present,  and  we  feel  confident  that  the  success  of  the  Society 
is  assured." 


Lactopeptine. — Dr.  Levezey  writes :  "  While  wintering  in  Florida 
I  met  with  my  annual  patient,  a  young  lady  of  twenty-eight,  from 
Chicago,  who  was  sent  hither  three  or  four  years  ago  in  order  to  pass 
out  into  the  "  spirit  land"  comfortably,  who  now  being  troubled  with 
poor  appetite,  a  slight  but  distressing  nausea,  great  debility,  irregular 
menstruation,  excessive  cardiac  action  on  the  least  exertion,  &c.  I 
ordered  i  oz.  bottle  of  Lactopeptine  of  the  N.  Y.  Pharmacal  Associa- 
tion's manufacture  and  she  improved  at  once.  Soon  after,  she  met  a 
lady  friend,  who  told  her  she  ought  to  take  Lactopeptine,  stating  what 
wonders  it  had  done  her,  who  was  troubled  *<  just  the  same  way  "  (of 
course).  "Why,  bless  me,"  said  my  patient,  "that  is  just  what  my 
doctor  prescribed  for  me  and  I  am  doing  nicely.''  By  the  time  she 
finished  the  small  vial  she  declared  she  never  felt  better  in  her  life,  her 
appetite  being  regular  and  everything  O.  K. 

N.  B. — She  has  taken  since  LactopeptinCy  Elixir,  Calisaya,  Iron  and 
Bismuth,  with  excellent  results. — The  Medical  Summary, 


Summer  Diarrhcea. — In  the  large  class  of  summer  diarrhoeas  of 
children  and  adults,  with  griping  in  the  bowels  and  flatulence,  the  use 
of  Usterinty  in  doses  var3ring  from  ten  drops  to  a  teaspoonful  (  with  or 
without  water  ),  has  a  most  salutary  and  pleasing  effect 

It  can  be  administered  at  short  intervals  after  eating,  as  soon  as  re- 
gurgitation, distension  or  acidity  occurs.  Its  action  in  arresting  exces- 
sive fermentation  is  prompt,  besides  it  exercises  a  decided  sedative  in- 
fluence on  the  mucous  membranes  of  the  stomach. 

The  th3rmol,  menthol  and  boradc  acid  which,  with  the  quota  of  alco- 
hol necessary  to  their  proper  admixture,  form  the  principal  elements  of 
Listerine,  lend  to  this  compound  a  special  value  in  this  class  of  cases. 
— New  York  Medical  Journal. 

In  quite  a  nnmber  of  instances  we  have  made  similar  use  of  this  ex- 
cellent preparation,  with  the  most  gratifying  results. 
2  8.P. 
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A  correspondent  to  the  Medical  Record  ^\xgges\&  that  physicians  should 
always  have  their  cards  engraved  with  the  "M.D  "  after  their  name, 
rather  than  the  previx  "  Dr."  to  the  name.  *'The  abbrevation  *  Dr.' 
does  not  distinguish  whether  a  man  be  a  physician,  dentist,  veterinary, 
lawyer,  or  divine,  all  of  whom  have  the  legal  sanction,  and  the  first 
three  the  sanction  of  custom,  for  the  use  of  the  term  'Doctor.'" 
When  the  degree  of  M.D.  is  conferred  it  becomes  as  a  part  of  one's 
name  as  the  John  or  Thomas,  given  at  the  baptismal  font. 


An  Item. — Dr.  W.  C.  Maxey,  of  Marcus,  Iowa,  writes  us  as  fol- 
lows :  '^  You  may  say  to  your  readers  that  when  the  lines  of  gradua- 
tion on  clinical  thermometers,  graduated  glasses,  unirometers,  etc., 
become  dim  and  illegible  from  use  and  wear,  that  a  little  writing  ink, 
rubbed  over  the  marked  surface  will  surprise  them  at  the  prominence 
and  clearness  with  which  the  lines  and  figures  are  again  brought  into 
view. 


A  New  Journal. — We  have  received  the  first  number  of  the  New 
York  Medical  Monthly y  a  journal  of  medicine  and  surgery,  edited  by 
Leonard  J.  Corning,  M.D.  "The  objects  of  our  publication,''  says 
the  editor,  **are  entirely  practical,  and  the  teachings  ot  the  clinic  will 
at  all  times  be  accorded  precedence  over  those  of  the  laboratory, 
except  where  the  latter  have  an  immediate  bearing  upon  diagnosis  or 
therapy." 


Salicylic  Acid  for  Foot-Sores. — An  ointment  consisting  of  seven 
parts  salicylic  acid  and  ninty-three  parts  of  suet  is  used  as  a  remedy 
for  foot-sores,  chafes,  or  sores  from  walking,  riding,  etc. 
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VoGEL  relates  the  following  in  his  "  Diseases  of  Children :"  "I  once 
treated  an  American  lady,  who  still  suckled  her  son,  who  was  two  and 
a  half  years  oldy  till  one  morning,  when  the  strongly  developed,  robust 
child  was  called  to  be  nursed,  he  very  kindly  replied :  '  I  thank  you, 
dear  mamma,  the  nursing  is  too  tedious  for  me/' 


Just  So  : — ^The  discovery  has  been  made  in  Columbia  of  a  shrub 
(  Medical  Abstract )  which  exudes  a  juice  having  so  powerful  an  effect 
in  arresting  the  flow  of  blood,  that  large  veins  may^be  cut  by  a  knife 
and  smeared  with  it     It  is  called  '^  aliza  "  by  the  natives. 

Very  correct,  a  lie  sir. 


The  Medical  Record  states  that  there  are  not  over  fifteen  Homoeo- 
pathic physicians  in  the  whole  limits  in  the  ^tate  of  Virginia,  yet  a  bill 
has  been  introduced  into  the  the  Legislature  of  that  State  to  create  a 
Homoeopathic  Board  of  Medical  Examiners. 


Prevention  Better  Than  Cure. — ^The  cost  of  small-pox  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee  during  the  pakt  five  years,  has  been  estimated  by 
no  less  an  authority  than  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  have  been 
$141,619.91. — Scientific  American. 

r 

Not  a  soldier  in  the  Prusian  Army  has  died  of  small-pox  since  1885. 
This  immunity  is  undoubtedly  due  the  strictness  with  which  vaccination 
is  enforced. — National  Druggist. 
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IS    THERE    SUCH    A     DISEASE    AS    TYPHO- MALARIAL 

FEVER  ?  * 


A  paper  Tend  at  the  Fifty-third  Annttal  Meeting  of  the  Tennessee  State  Medical 
Society  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 


BY    DEERING   J.    ROBERTS,  M.D.,  OF   NASHVILLE,  TENN. 


The  late  Joseph  J.  Woodward,  M.D.,  Surgeon  United  States  Army, 
has  the  somewhat  questionable  honor  of  giving  typho-malarial  fever  a 
"  local  habitation  and  a  name  "  in  the  nosology  of  the  United  States 
Array,  and  said,  **  Yes."     At  a  later  day,  he  said,  **No." 

*The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  members  be  appointed  to  report  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  Society  as  to  the  existence  of  such  a  Fever  as  Typho- 
malarial,  and  that  Drs.  D.  D.  Saunders  and  O.  U.  Menees  be  appointed  on  the 
committee,  with  the  privilege  of  each  selecting  an  associate  member. 

Dr.  Saunders  moved,  and  it  was  adopted,  that  Dr.  Deering  J.  Roberts  be 
added  to  the  committee  as  chairman.-  -Proceedings  Tenn.  State  Med.  Society, 
fifty-second  Session,  1886. 
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.  Quite  a  number  of  writers  earnestly  contend  that  such  a  disease 
does  exist,  while  others,  with  great  pertinacity,  deny  it.  Yet  others, 
again,  while  neither  persistendy  denying  or  affirming  its  existence, 
passively  submit  that  it  is  a  convenient  and  expressive  term,  and 
should  be,  for  this  reason,  retained  in  our  nosology.  Science,  it  is 
said,  is  truth;  if  so,  we  protest  against  giving  this  hybrid,  having 
**  neither  pride  of  ancestry  nor  hope  of  posterity,"  a  place  among  re- 
spectable diseases. 

V  Authors  usually  recognize  six  distinct  idiopathic  fevers :  three  non- 
eruptive — malarial,  typhoid,  and  yellow  fever;  and  three  eruptive — 
measles,  small-pox,  and  scarlet  fever.  These  fevers  all  depend,  each 
upon  its  own  specific  poison,  whether  cryptogamous  or  animalcular, 
or  some  imponderable  agent,  is  as  yet  not  definitely  determined,  and 
is  not  strictly  necessary  to  this  inquiry.  We  have  reason  to  believe 
that  all  these  poisons,  with  the  exception  of  malaria,  are  developed 
within  the  bodies  of  men. 

These  poisons,  once  getting  possession  of  the  human  system,  work 
out  a  train  of  phenomena  which  constitute,  in  the  aggregate,  one  of 
the  fevers  above  named ;  and  in  the  whole  range  of  medical  science 
no  other  diseases  exhibit  such  unvarying  characteristics.  In  nature, 
like  produces  like.  The  notes  C  sharp,  or  B  flat,  struck  upon  a  musi- 
cal instrument,  give  no  uncertain  sound,  and  are  repeated  definitely 
and  exactly,  though  centuries  may  have  intervened  between  the  acts. 
The  sound  is  always  recognized  as  C  or  B,  and  nothing  else.  So  the 
system  impressed  with  either  one  of  these  poisons  can  work  out  no 
other  phenomena  than  those  of  the  disease  to  which  it  pertains.  Then 
we  assume  that  these  types  of  disease  are  distinct  in  character  and 
unblending.  No  two  can  hold  possession  of  the  system,  and  work  out 
their  train  of  signs  and  symptoms  at  the  same  time.  We  do  not  con- 
tend that  two  cannot  occupy  or  have  possession  of  the  system  at  the 
same  time,  tut  that  the  action  of  one  is  always  in  abeyance,  and  is  dejerred. 

These  diseases  are  remarkable  in  not  exhibiting  types  of  themselves ; 
malaria  and  scarlet  fever  being  the  exceptions. 

Rhazes  and  Avicenna,  centuries  ago,  recognized  many  of  the  great 
facts  connected  with  the  idiopathic  fevers,  but  falsely  claimed  that 
types  of  the  eruptives  were  interchangeable;  that  they  were  simply 
varieties  of  the  same  disease.  The  world  religiously  accepted  their 
dicta,  until  the  great  Sydenham  exploded  the  dogma  by  demonstrating 
that  they  were  separate  diseases,  dependent  upon  separate  poisons  for 
their  origin.     Sydenham,  however,  neglected   to  sUte  that  the  same 
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law  applied  to  noneruptives.  For  this  reason  the  profession  continued 
to  harp  upon  remittent  fever  changing  to  typhoid,  and  vice  versa,  until 
Dr.  Woodward  solved  the  problem  by  marrying  the  two.  The  fact  is 
that  the  doctors  were  changing,  or  endeavoring  to  cover  up  false 
diagnosis  by  falsifying  science. 

In  the  next  place,  we  remark  some  of  the  points  of  difference  con- 
nected with  the  generation  and  behavior  of  typhoid  and  malarial 
poisons.  The  typhoid  poison  is  mostly  developed  in  the  late  fall  and 
winter.  Malarial  poison  absolutely  depends  for  its  existence  upon  a 
high  degree  of  solar  heat,  and  is  consequently  developed  in  the  sum- 
mer or  early  fall ;  though  it  may  lie  dormant  in  an  unfallow  field  until 
mid-winter,  or  later,  when,  under  the  culture  of  extremes  of  tempera- 
ture and  exposure  thereto,  irregularities  in  diet,  or  one  or  more  of  the 
many  predisposing  or  exciting  causes,  intrinsic  or  extrinsic,  the  spark 
is  applied  to  the  malarial  magazine,  and  then  the  explosion.  Typhoid 
fever  is  usually  found  most  prevalent  in  temperate  and  high  latitudes ; 
malarial  fever  in  warm  climates,  low,  alluvial  localities — thus  consti- 
ting  the  fevers  of  their  respective  localities.  Typhoid  fever  germinates 
upon  the  hill-tops  and  high  table-lands;  on  the  contrary,  malaria  festers 
and  fattens  in  the  lowlands,  the  swamp,  and  the  rich  alluvial  plains. 
Typhoid  fever  is  most  generally  developed  in  dry  localities ;  water  is 
an  absolute  essential  in  the  development  of  malaria,  the  only  theory 
substantiated  by  all  the  facts  being  that  **pure  water,  imprisoned  or 
prevented  from  evaporation,  and  subjected  to  high  solar  heat,  evolves 
it,'*  after  which  it  is  transmitted  by  the  lower  strata  of  the  atmosphere. 
It  is  also  probable  that  water  may  reabsorb  it,  and  carry  it  in  solution, 
thus  becoming  a  vehicle  of  transmission ;  yet  so  great  is  its  affinity  for 
water  that  it  never  passes  or  goes  beyond  considerable  bodies  of  it. 
Noting  these  points  of  difference  in  the  two  fevers,  it  would  hardly 
seem  possible  or  probable  that  they  would  have  a  tendency  to  blend. 
Yet  one  of  the  ablest  clinicians  and  most  experienced  teachers  of 
medicine  on  this  continent,  in  one  of  the  most  recent  works,  and  the 
best,  on  the  practice  of  medicine  we  have  lately  had  the  opportunity 
of  perusing  -  no  less  a  personage  than  the  **  Father  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  "—Prof.  N.  S.  Davis,  M.D.,  L.L.D.,  of  Chicago, 
111. — in  his  recent  work,  **A  Text-book  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine"  on 
page  203,  has  the  following : 

**As  I  expressed  fully  when  discussing  the  subject  of  typhoid  fever, 
there  are  many  localities  in  which  the  causes  of  both  continued  and 
periodical  fevers  exist  at  the  same  time,  and  are  consequently  exerting 
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their  influence  on  the  system  conjointly.  The  result  is  not  the  pro- 
duction of  a  separate  and  distinct  form  of  fever,  to  be  distinguished 
as  typho-malarial,  but  simply  an  intermingling  of  the  symptoms  and 
pathological  changes  of  the  types  of  fever  in  the  same  patient" 

In  a  further  paragraph,  regarding  them  as  mixed  or  complicated 
fevers,  in  which  if  the  malarial  element  predominates  it  will  be  a  peri- 
odical fever,  with  typhoid  symptoms  and  tendencies;  if  the  causes  of 
typhoid  fever  predominate,  true  typhoid  fever,  complicated  with 
symptoms  of  malarial  influence.  Need  I  say  that  his  treatment  is  as 
equally  mixed  as  his  pathology  ?  • 

From  the  lakes  we  will  go  to  the  gulf;  and,  in  ^^Feppet^s  System  of 
Medicine y*  Vol.  I.,  page  614,  we  find  the  following  from  the  late  Prof. 
Samuel  M.  Bemiss,  M.D.,  of  New  Orleans,  La.  : 

**  There  are  no  facts,  however,  which  support  a  conclusion  that  the 
malarial  poison  is  capable  of  forming  combinations  with  the  particular 
poisons  of  other  specific  fevers,  and  giving  birth  to  a  new  special 
poison  which  may  be  perpetuated  by  successive  generations,  and  thus 
produce  epidemics  of  a  new  and  compound  disease.  It  is  not  inter- 
changeable with  other  specific  poisons.  These  statements  may  be 
rested  upon  fairly  collected  clinical  observations.  There  are  no  facts 
which  justify  the  belief  that  malaria  is  capable  of  becoming  mixed  in 
the  atmosphere  or  outside  the  system  with  any  other  specific  morbid 
germ,  so  as  to  produce  a  third  something  which  may  give  rise  to  a 
compound  form  of  disease."  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  want  of 
facts,  he  adopts  the  term  typho-malarial  as  **  a  convenient  addition  to 
medical  nomenclature,"  and  goes  on  to  the  treatment  of  the  two  dis- 
eases compounded  in  the  same  patient. 

But  as  the  wise  men  of  old  came  from  the  East,  let  us  go  there. 
Prof.  Alfred  L.  Loomis,  M.D.,  L.L.D.,  of  New  York,  in  his  excellent 
**  Text-book  of  Practical  Medicine y'^  essaying  to  get  on  both  sides  of  the 
typho-malarial  horse,  in  the  beginning  of  his  article  on  **  Continued 
Malarial  Fever,"  on  page  826,  speaking  of  continued  malarial  pre- 
senting typhoid  symptoms  synonymous  with  the  so  called  typho  ma- 
larial fever,  under  the  heading  of  "etiology,"  on  a  succeeding  page, 
says  that  **therecanbe  no  question  that  malaria  is  essential  for  its 
development."     To  quote  him  further,  we  give  the  following : 

**  It  is  equally  certain  that  some  other  poison  besides  malaria  is  in 
operation  wherever  it  prevails.  This  poison  is  not  the  specific  poison 
of  typhoid  fever,  nor  is  its  development  and  spread  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  the  excrements  of  one  suffering  from  the  fever."     And 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


ORIGINAL     COMMUNICATIONS — ROBERTS.  351 

again,  in  the  fourth  of  his  etiological  facts  :  **  In  its  morbid  anatomy 
and  symptomatology  it  is  a  combination  of  malarial  and  septic  fever." 
He  also  says  in  regard  to  the  so  called  typho-malarial  fever :  "This 
fever  is  produced  by  the  continued  action  of  septic  and  malarial 
poisons." 

Dr.  Geo.  M  Sternberg,  of  the  United  States  Army,  in  his  mono- 
graph on  ^^  Malaria  and  Malarial  Diseases  ^^  (Wood's  Library,  July, 
1884,  page  250),  in  speaking  of  **  adynamic  remittent  fever,"  which  we 
regard  as  absolutely  identical  with  the  so-called  typho-malarial  fever, 
says  as  follows  in  referring  to  the  latter,  after  quoting  from  Wood, 
who  believed  in  the  **  cooperation  of  a  typhoid  epidemic  influence 
with  miasmata : "  *  *  No  doubt  the  number  of  cases  properly  so 
called  has  greatly  diminished  since  the  physicians  have  learned  to 
administer  quinine  freely  without  waiting  for  a  remission."  His 
article  on  this  subject  throws  much  light  on  it,  if  properly  read 
between  the  lines,  as  well  as  with  them,  and  with  the  mind  divested 
of  the  ipse  dixit  of  past  and  present  writers,  who  now,  as  formerly,  are 
too  prone  to  take  for  granted  that  which  has  been  said. 

Prof.  Austin  Flint,  Sr  ,  M.D.,  in  the  latest  edition  of  his  "Treatise 
on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine,"  discusses  the  subject  of 
typho-malarial  fever  as  a  distinct  entity,  well  established,  and  invokes 
the  shades  of  the  great  Drake  to  fortify  his  views.  He  certainly  never 
had  in  view  a  Chickahominy  fever,  for  he  spoke  of  remitto-t)rphous,  or 
a  fever  of  the  Appalachian  chain  of  mountains,  at  an  altitude  of  1.500 
to  6,000  feet  above  tide- water.  He  says  that  in  this  region  intermit- 
tents  are  almost  unknown,  but  that  remittents  assume  the  continued 
form.^  Drake  certainly  never  asserted  that  the  two  diseases  were 
blended  in  one,  but  used  the  term  typhous  adjectively  to  indicate  a 
condition.  Wood  follows  Drake  and  a  false  scent,  in  the  same  sentence. 
After  stating  that  bilious  fever  is  sometimes  of  a  low,  adynamic,  or  ty- 
phous character  from  the  beginning,  he  goes  on  in  the  very  next  breath 
to  say  "that  this  may  be  the  result  of  a  pn^vious  exposure  to  causes  cal- 
culated to  depress  the  vital  powers,  and  to  deprave  the  blood  [correct!], 
but  it  probably  more  frequently  arises  from  the  cooperation  of  a  typhoid 
epidemic  influence  with  miasmata."     Hot  and  cold  in  the  same  breath ! 

The  illustrious  Drake  referred  essentially  to  a  mountain  fever,  assum- 
ing an  adynamic  form  because  of  local  surroundings,  and  probably 
due  to  surroundings  entirely  different  from  those  pertaining  to  Chicka- 
hominy fever. 

Drake,  in  his  monumental  work  "The  Principal  Diseases  of  the 
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Valley  of  North  America,"  in  speaking  of  the  **  development  and 
pathological  character"  of  malarial  diseases,  says  on  page  740: 
"Thus  all  the  sub-diaphragmatic  viscera,  except  the  pancreas,  are  sub- 
ject to  inflammation  in  this  fever Wherever  the  inflam- 
mation may  be  seated  it  complicates  the  case,  and  creates  a  new  kind 
of  danger.  Although  it  may  abate  with  the  subsidence  of  the  hot 
stage,  it  does  not  cease.  The  affected  organ  shows  signs  of  suffering 
during  the  apyrexia,  which  it  renders  imperfect.  The  succeeding  ex- 
acerbation may  be  prolonged  by  it,  and  an  intermittent  may  thus  be 
converted  into  a  remittent ;  while  the  latter  not  infrequently,  as  already 
said,  passes  nearly  into  a  continued  type  from  the  same  pathological 
cause."  Again,  on  page  789,  in  speaking  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
remittent  fever  in  connection  with  visceral  inflammation,  he  says: 
**  Should  any  one  of  these  inflammations  become  intense,  the  fever 
may  become  a  continued  type,  when  quinine  would,  perhaps,  prove 
useless,"  etc. 

Dr,  Flint  says:  **  In  typhomalarial  fever  the  symptoms  distinctive 
of  typhoid  fever  are  intermingled  with  those  of  periodical  fever." 
The  symptoms  referred  to  are  those  connected  with  the  abdominal 
lesions  of  typhoid  fever — namely,  diarrhoea,  tympanites,  and  iliac  ten- 
derness. **The  ataxic  symptoms  belonging  to  the  typhoid  statc^ — 
namely,  tenderness,  deafness,  subsultus  tendinum — occur  more  fre- 
quently and  are  more  marked  than  in  connection  with  simple  remit- 
tent fever." 

No  one  knew  better  than  Dr.  Flint  that  these  characteristics  may  be 
common  to  any  disease  marked  by  adynamic  conditions  without  refer- 
ence to  typhoid  fever.  Dr.  Flint  well  knew  that  in  the  adynamic  form 
of  remittent  fevers,  irritation,  inflammation,  and  ulceration  of  that 
portion  of  the  intestine  occupied  by  Peyer's  patches,  and  other  gastro- 
intestinal lesions,  are  common  when  typhoid  influence  is  inoperative 
and  cannot  be  demonstrated.  In  other  words,  enteric  irritation,  if 
continued  for  any  appreciable  length  of  time,  no  matter  how  pro- 
duced, or  whence  derived,  never  fails  to  produce  febrile  manifesta- 
tions of  an  adynamic  and  ataxic  character. 

This  criticism  of  Dr.  Flint's  views  was  written  before  we  had  learned 
of  the  great  and  irreparable  loss  American  medicine  had  sustained  in 
his  death.  No  one  more  than  myself  held  him  in  higher  esteem,  or 
had  greater  admiration  for  him  as  a  physician,  a  teacher,  a  writer,  and 
a  man.  Truly,  indeed,  had  he  attained  the  highest  pinnacle  of  fame 
in  connection  with  medicine  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  as  did  his  illus- 
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trious  friend,  Gross,  in  surgery.  Yet  other  great  minds,  with  so  great 
a  field  before  them  as  is  offered  by  medical  science,  had,  with  the 
many  problems  commanding  the  intensification  of  their  intellect, 
overlooked,  or  taken  for  granted,  or  adopted  views  which  we  now 
know  to  be  erroneous.  Jonathan  Hutchinson  does  not  admit  the 
duality  of  chancre  and  chancroid ;  and  the  immortal  John  Hunter  him- 
self, whose  name  and  fame  will  endure  so  long  as  aneurisms  may 
form,  and  arteries  need  ligation,  and  whose  name  has  been  given  to  a 
specific  form  of  venereal  sore,  believed  and  taught  that  gonorrhoea  and 
syphilis  were  one  and  the  same,  having  not  the  slightest  imagination  of 
their  quality,  to  say  nothing  of  that  of  chancre  and  chancroid.  Yet 
we  cannot  say  that  his  mind  was  not  critical,  his  observation  minute. 

Dr.  Bartlett  says  in  his  work  on  fevers:  '*It  is  certainly  very  im- 
portant that  the  typhoid  state  of  the  system  occurring  in  connection 
with  many  diseases  should  be  distinguished  from  typhoid  fever ;  and 
he  adds,  in  Italics,  ^^  Unless  this  be  done  there  is  an  end  to  ail  positive  and 
philosophical  arrangement''  He  also  says  *  *  that  phenomena  grouped 
as  typhoid  may  occur  in  many  diseases — namely,  subsultus  tendinum, 
tympanitic  distension  of  the  abdomen,  diarrhoea,  gurglmg  on  pressure, 
a  dry,  red,  cracked  tongue,  sordes  on  the  teeth,  wandering  delirium, 
sudamina  on  the  neck,  in  clear  and  unequivocal  cases  of  puerperal 
peritonitis." 

The  late  Prof.  W.  K.  Bowling,  M.D.,  in  the  January  (1880)  num- 
ber of  The  Southern  Practitioner,  thus  reached  for  Dr.  Flint,  quoting 
him  :  ''Typho-malarial  fever  is  caused  by  the  action  of  malaria  with 
the  special  cause  of  typhoid  fever.*'  Dr.  Bowling  says :  **  There  is  no 
gap  in  the  thought  or  the  language.  A  hybrid  cause  of  a  hybrid  dis- 
ease !  No  gap  in  the  edge  of  the  axe,  for  the  poll  is  presented ;  no  gap 
in  the  thought,  for  it  is  driven  into  its  kindred  mud  by  the  crushing 
force  of  the  stroke."  He  prefaces  this  statement  by  the  very  positive 
assertion  in  regard  to  typho-malarial  fever  **that  there  is  no  such 
fever ;  the  very  suggestion  awakens  the  conviction  of  a  pathological 
absurdity — nay,  a  pathological  impossibility." 

In  all  our  esteem,  admiration,  veneration  and  respect  for  the  greatest 
medical  philosopher  of  his  day — not  even  excepting  his  illustrious 
teacher,  Daniel  Drake — we  cannot  fully  agree  with  our  old  teacher  in 
his  copulation  of  diatheses.  We  do  not  any  more  admit  that  **two 
epidemic  diathesis  may  coexist  and  cooperate  in  the  same  person," 
any  more  than  the  diseases  that  spring  from  them.     But  we  assume — 

I.  That  two  specific  poisons  of  idiopathic  fevers  may  have  access 
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to  the  system  at  the  same  time;  but  only  one  can  work  out  its 
legitimate  phenomena  at  the  time,  the  other  remaining  passive,  or 
semi-passive,  dormant,  latent,  quiescent,  or  partly  so,  until  the  first, 
or  more  powerful,  has  expended  its  energies. 

2.  Many  diseases  may  show  the  impress  of  a  latent  poison  without 
an  essential  blending  of  types. 

3.  Any  disease  which,  from  any  cause,  or  in  any  situation  or  com- 
bination of  circumstances,  puts  on  an  adynamic  form,  does  so  as  a  re- 
sult of  enteric  irritation^  enteric  inflammation,  or  ENTERIC 
ULCERATION. 

The  Chickahominy  fever  was  not  a  blending  of  two  diseases ;  nor 
was  it  the  existence  of  one  impressed  by  the  diathesis  of  the  other. 
It  was  simply  a  malarial  fever  of  an  adynamic  type  or  form,  notably 
characterized  and  rendered  so  by  enteric  derangements  and  lesions. 
Many,  if  not  all,  who  suffered  from  it  had  come  from  their  distant 
homes  uncontaminated  by  malarial  or  typhoid  poison.  They  had  been 
surrounded  by  every  comfort — breathing  a  pure  air,  drinking  good 
water,  eating  wholesome  food,  and  sleeping  in  good  beds.  In  the 
Chickahominy  swamps  they  were  thrown  into  a  hot-bed  of  malaria, 
subjected  to  every  privation  and  hardship  of  a  soldier's  life,  deprived 
of  proper  food  and  water,  sleeping  without  adequate  protection,  com- 
pelled to  undergo  forced  and  tedious  marches ;  in  fact,  all  their  sur- 
roundings being  of  a  character  they  were  not  accustomed  to.  What 
was  the  result  ?  Malaria  found  them  an  easy  prey.  Malarial  attacks 
seized  them,  suffering  as  they  were  from  nervous  exhaustion,  malnutri- 
tion,  occlesis  or  crowd  poisoning.  It  found  many  of  them  already 
suffering  from  active  and  well  developed,  or  latent  and  incipient,  enteric 
irritation.  These  men  became  fit  subjects  for  malarial  or  periodical 
fever,  rendered  continuous  by  intestinal,  gastro-intestinal,  and  other 
visceral  lesions.  That  enteric  irritation  predominated  should  be  a 
matter  of  easy  solution.  Such  lesions  have  been  noted  by  all  careful 
investigators  as  of  frequent  occurrence  in  malarial  fevers.  Does  not 
the  records  of  every  writer  from  the  earliest  day  to  Woodward's,  and 
from  then  until  now,  evidence  this  clearly  and  conclusively?  The 
subjects  of  Chickahominy  fever  were  notably  the  subjects  of  enteric 
irritation.  Every  possible  cause  existed  to  produce  in  them  this  par- 
ticular lesion,  and  when  they  succumbed  to  the  superadded  influence 
of  malaria  in  its  most  violent  form,  is  it  any  wonder  that  those  who 
had  been  accustomed  only  to  the  ordinary  efforts  of  malaria  should 
have  been  startled,  surprised,  and  that  an  advanced  and  progressive 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


ORIQIMAL     COMMUNICATIONS — ROBERTS.  365 

mind  like  Woodward's  should  have  thought  that  something  unusual, 
out  of  the  ordinary  run — in  fact,  a  new  disease — had  been  developed  ? 

Dr.  Henry  Hartshorne,  of  Philadelphia,  who  saw  many  of  these 
cases  that  were  brought  to  that  city,  was  very  near  right,  as  we  find 
him  saying  in  Reytwlds  System  of  MedicitUy  Vol.  I.,  page  231,  as  fol- 
lows :  "Three  morbific  elements  appeared  to  combine  in  the  causation 
of  these  cases — malaria,  camp  or  *  *  crowd  "  poison,  and  the  dietetic  de- 
ficiency which  produces  scurvy,  and  gives  the  scorbutic  taint  to  other 
diseases."  His  deficiency  was  in  not  seeing  or  recording  these  com- 
bined agencies  of  occlesis,  dietetic  deficiencies,  and  other  influences 
producing  enteric  irritation  on  which  the  malaria  supervened. 

J.  B.  Davis,  M.D.,  published  in  London  in  1810 — but  little  over 
half  a  century  before  the  Chickahominy  hybrid  was  developed— **A 
View  of  the  Fever  of  Walcheren,  and  Its  Consequences."  His  clear 
and  very  minute  description  of  which  does  not  leave  many  shades, 
tints  or  shadows  to  be  filled  in  to  entide  it  to  the  name  of  typho-mala- 
rial.  **The  Walcheren  fever,"  he  says,  **  assumed  the  quotidian, 
tertian,  double-tertian,  and  even  remittent  type.  It  did  not  uniformly 
declare  itself  with  the  same  type,  being  one  while  continued,  then  re- 
mittent or  intermittent,  and  changing  its  type  again  from  these  to  the 
continued  character.  I  believe  the  Walcheren  fever  in  many  instances 
would  have  ceased  but  for  the  derangement  it  had  occasioned  in  the 
abdominal  viscera,  becoming  in  some  measure  a  .secondary  disease." 
The  premonitory  symptoms  were  weakness,  nausea,  headache,  universal 
languor,  dejection  of  spirits,  always  combined  with  a  vitiated  state, 
suppression  or  diminution  of  the  intestinal  and  biliary  secretions. 

After  the  paroxysms^  headache,  confused  intellect  for  two  or  three 
days,  ending  in  coma  and  stupor.  At  other  times,  continued  pyrexia, 
whiteness  of  the  tongue,  distension  and  uneasiness  of  the  epigastric 
region,  and  anorexia.  Then  the  bowels  become  painful,  and  .there 
were  diarrhoea,  discharge  of  mucus,  or  much  blood,  intermingled  with 
feces.  Gray,  clay-colored,  watery  stools,  and  rapid  marasmus,  were 
common  in  cases  tending  to  a  fatal  termination. 

To  read  the  necropsies  of  Dr.  Davis,  one  would  need  far  greater 
acuteness  of  vision  and  discrimination  than  we  can  claim,  to  find  any 
difference  whatever  between  them  and  those  published  more  than  fifty 
years  after  as  autopsical  records  and  observations  of  Chickahominy,  or 
so-called  typho-malarial  fever.     Verily  has  history  repeated  itself! 

And  now,  in  conclusion,  this  assertion  we  feel  no  hesitation  in 
making :     The  post-mortem  appearances  in  cases  of  true  typhoid  fever 
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differ  from  those  in  malarial  fever,  even  though  it  be  accompanied  by 
enteric  irritation,  inflammation,  or  ulceration.  In  typhoid  fever  the 
local  lesion  is  at  first,  and  in  some  cases  to  the  last,  limited  to  the 
glands  of  Peyer.  When  contiguous  parts  are  involved  it  is  a  second- 
ary result.  In  malarial  fever  the  enteric  irritation  begins  in  the  mucous 
membrane ;  Peyer's  patches  may  be  involved,  but  as  a  secondary  result 
In  this  we  have  a  specific  lesion,  in  the  other  a  non-specific.  It  may 
seem  to  be  a  splitting  of  hairs,  but  investigate  for  yourself,  or  read 
carefully,  with  this  view  in  your  mind,  the  recorded  observations  of 
others,  and  you  will  not  only  see  a  distinction,  but  a  difference. 

As  for  the  lenticular  spots,  the  characteristic  eruption,  we  find  such 
a  diversity  of  statements  we  have  considered  them  as  worthy  of  but 
little,  if  any,  attention.  Hartshorne  says  **they  were  often  wanting 
altogether;"  Flint  that  the  eruption  **may  be  observed;"  Loomis 
that  "although  an  eruption  may  be  present,  it  has  none  of  the  character- 
istics of  the  typhoid  eruption,  is  not  rose-colored,  does  not  disappear 
on  pressure,  and  remains  visible  throughout  the  whole  course  of  the 
fever ; "  Bemis  is  negative,  except  that  he  reports  a  case  admitted  to 
Charity  Hospital  December  loth  who  had  been  ill  some  days  with  ague ; 
rose  spots  on  abdomen  on  December  13th;  fresh  rose  spots  December 
14th;  new  rose  spots  December  17th.     And  so  it  goes. 

But  let  us  turn  to  the  bard  of  Avon,  and  see  if  he  cannot  help  us 
out  of  the  difficulty: 

HamUt.  Do  you  see  yonder  cloud,  that's  almost  in  the  shape  of  a 
camel  ? 

Pohnius.  By  the  mass,  and  'tis  like  a  camel,  indeed. 

Ham,  Methinks  it's  like  a  weasel. 

PoL  It  is  backed  like  a  weasel. 

Bam.  Or  like  a  whale  ? 

FdL  Very  like  a  whale. 
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PNEUMONITIS. 


A  paper  rexid  before  the  Bedford   County  MediecU  Society,  July 

5,  1886. 


BY 
R.    P.  EVANS,  M.D.,  8HELBYTILLB,  TENN. 


We  are  all  more  or  less  familiar  with  the  disease  we  call  pneu- 
monitis, or  pneomouiti,  but  to  understand  what  we  mean  by  these 
tcrm8  we  must  realize  what  lissue  is  aifected,  and  tu  understand 
that  we  must  consider  what  constitutes  the  parenchyma  or  sub- 
stance of  the  lungs.  "These  terms  relate  to  the  air  cells  or 
vehicles,  together  with  the  bfonchioles,  or  ternmial  bronchial 
branches.  These  are  lined  by  a  membrane  differing  materially 
from  the  mucous  membrane  lining  the  successive  divisions  of  the 
bronchial  tubes.  The  membrane  which  lines  the  air-cells  and 
bronchioles  is  distinguished  by  its  tensity,  by  the  absence  of 
raucous  follicles,  and  by  a  change  of  epithelium  from  the  cylin- 
drical and  ciliated  to  the  squamous  or  tesselated  variety.^' 

The  air-cells  and  bronchioles  make  up  the  lobules,  and  these, 
united  by  means  oi  areolar  tissue  constitute  the  lobes  into  which 
each  lung  is  divided.  The  inflammation  in  pneumonitis  is  there- 
fore seated  in  the  membrane  lining,  the  air-cells,  and  bronchioles. 
This  difference  in  the  structure  of  this  membrane,  as  compared 
with  the  bronchial  mucous  membrane,  together  with  a  difference 
in  their  functions,  will  serve  to  account  for  the  fact  that  the  in- 
flammation in  pneumonitis  may  be  limited  to  the  pulmonary 
substances,  and  also  the  fact  that  in  bronchitis  the  inflammation 
does  not  extend  to  the  pulmonary  parenchyma.  Pneumonitis 
when  not  developed  as  a  complication  of  some  existing  disease, 
usually  affects  an  entire  lobe ;  and  this  is  expressed  by  the  term 
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lobar  pneumoDia,  and  when  limited  to  a  portion  of  a  lobe,  it  may 
be  characterized  as  circumscribed  pneumonitis.     This  inflamma- 
tion in  the  great  majority  of  cases  is  acute,  but  it  may,  and  does, 
occur  in  the  chronic  form.     The  course  or  career  of  acute  pneu- 
monitis into  stages  is  based  upon  the  differences  as  regards  the 
anatomical  character  at  different  periods  of  the  disease.      The 
first  stage  embraces  the  period   in  which  the  lobe  affected  is  in 
the  state  of  active  congestion  or  engorgement.     The  second  stage 
is  when  the  affected  lobe,  or  a  greater  part  of  the  lobe,  bus  be- 
come solidified  by  the  inflammatory  product  or  exudation,  and  is 
then  called  the  stage  of  solidification  or  hepatization.     In  this 
stage  of  the  disease,  if  it  pursue  a  favorable  course,  absorption  of 
the  exuded  matter  begins,  and  if  it  is  continued,  convalescence 
ensues,  and  we  call  it  the  stage  of  resolution.    If,  on  the  contrary, 
the  disease  pursues  an  unfavorable  course,  the  third  stage  comes 
on,  which  is  one  of  suppuration,  or  purulent  infiltration.     Gan- 
grene sometimes  occurs  at  this  period  of  the  disease,  but  in  either 
case  the  disease  is  generally  fatal.     In  the  great  majority  of  cases 
of  acute  pneumonitis,  the  attack  commences  with  a  chill,  usually 
well  pronounced,  and  frequently  accompanied  with  rigors  of  some 
hours  duration.    Coincident  with  the  chill,  or  speedily  following 
it,  pain  occurs,  and  in  most  cases  fever  arises  about  this  time. 
Cough  is  usually  present  at  or  soon  afler  the  invasion   of  the 
disease,  and  is  generally  attended  with  pain,  and  some  expectora- 
tion.    The  matter  at  first  expectorated  is  scanty,  transparent,  and 
viscid,  but  soon  assumes  characters  which  are  very  distinctive  of 
the  disease,  becoming  semi-transparent,  adhesive,  and  has  a  red- 
dish tint,  hence  it  is  commonly  known  as  the  brick- dust  or  rusty 
expectoration.     Purulent  expectoration  denotes  that  the  disease 
has  passed  into  the  suppurative  stage,  and  is  a  warning  note  of 
danger,  or  of  a  protracted  illness.      Fever  occurs  with  or  soon 
after  the  invasion  of  the  disease,  and  continues  pretty  much 
through  the  inflammatory  stage,  with  pain  in  the  affected  side,  and 
head,  loss  of  appetite,  thirst,  prostration,  heat  of  skin,  etc.    The 
pulse  varies  much  in  different  cases,  ranging  in  frequency  from 
eighty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  per  minute.  The  thermometer 
in  the  axilla  indicates  more  or  less  increase  of  heat;  in  mild  cases 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


ORIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS — EVANS.  359 

not  often  above  104°.  Higher  temperature  than  this  denotes 
greater  severity  of  the  disease,  and  danger.  The  respirations  are 
increased  in  frequency  and  sometimes  very  painful — particularly 
if  the  inflammation  has  invaded  the  pleura.  Delirium  occurs 
frequently  in  acute  pneumonitis,  but  if  mild  and  merely  inciden- 
tal to  high  febrile  movement  is  not  of  much  signiBcance^  but  if 
produced  by  an  extensive  inflammation  of  more  than  one  lobe  of 
the  lungs  and  rapid  exudation  of  coagulating  material,  filling  the 
air-cells  and  rendering  them  incapable  of  performing  their 
healthy  functions,  there  is  imminent  danger.  The  blood  not 
being  properly  oxygenated  and  enabled  to  get  rid  of  carbonic 
acid  thrown  out  by  respiration,  becomes  deleterious  and  poisonous 
to  the  brain  tissue,  hence  muttering  and  delerium;  '^and  the 
brain^  which  we  suppose  the  soul's  frail  dwelling-house,  doth  by 
the  idle  comments  that  it  makes,  fortell  the  ending  of  mortality." 
The  cause  of  pneumonitis  is  many^fold,  and  no  period  of  life  is 
exempt,  though  some  authors  say  that  it  is  infrequent  under  five 
years  of  age. 

Sudden  changes  in  the  temperatnre  from  warm  or  pleasant  to 
damp,'ehilly,  and  cold  weather,  render  the  disease  more  frequent 
in  the  winter  and  spring  than  summer  or  fall.  In  a  large  pro- 
portion of  cases  of  acute  pneumonitis  the  disease  seems  to  develop 
spontaneously — that  is,  that  is  not  referable  to  any  obvious  caus- 
ative agency.  An  adequate  or  internal  cause  may  exist,  but  its 
nature  and*source  are  not  well  unr^erstood.  Sometimes  the  dis- 
ease may  be  produced  traumatically  by  injuries  to  the  chest,  but 
thus  producd  the  inflammatory  action  rarely  extends  beyond  a  sin- 
gle lobe,  and  sometimes  only  a  portion  of  a  lobe  may  be  affected. 
In  this  latitude  and  locality  we  regard  its  chief  cause  to  be  sud- 
den^changes  in  the  temperature,  cold,  wet  weather  occuring  after 
warm  or  pleasant  days.  In  some  years  it  is  more  frequent  than 
in  others,  yet  we  can  hardly  say  that  there  is  any  great  difference 
in  the^temperature,  or  enough  to  produce  the  disease,  or  to  make 
it  more  frequent,  except  that  some  internal  or  adequate  cause 
exists  that  escapes  observation. 

"Pneumonia  often  occurs  during  the  prevalence  of  winds, 
especially  the  winds  of  spring ;  and  not  with  winds  from  any 
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particular  quarter,  for  it  is  fouud  to  prevail  with  south-west  winds 
as  frequently  as  with  east  or  north  east  winds.  Now,  in  this  con- 
nection we  have  rather  overlooked  th<'  fact  that  winds  are  carriers 
of  dust  as  well  as  conveyers  of  cold  (or  rather  abstractors  of 
heat);  an<l  that  while,  on  the  one  hand,  they  carry  away  heat 
from  the  surface  of  the  body,  on  the  other  hand  they  gather  up 
all  kinds  of  dust,  and  blow  all  manner  of  micro-organi«ms  into 
our  air-passages.  It  has  been  noticed  again  and  again  that  all 
depressing  agencies  may  predispose  to  pneumonia,  such  as  ex- 
haustion from  physical  fatigue  and  depressing  emotions,  and  it 
may  be  that  exposure  to  a  cold  wind  acts  both  as  a  predisposing 
cause,  by  the  depression  of  the  normal  resisting  power  it  produces 
by  rapid  abstraction  of  heat,  and  also  as  an  exciting  cause  by 
means  of  the  micro-organisms  it  blows  into  our  air-passages.  In 
this  connection  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  society  to  a 
discussion  that  occured  in  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Association. 

The  question  was,  *'  is  acute  lobar  pneumonia  a  primary  local 
inflammatory  disease,  or  is  it  an  essential  fever,  the  pulmonary  af- 
fection being  secondary  thereto,  constituting  its  anatomical  char- 
acter?'' The  conclusions  reached  by  Dr.  Flint,  and  nearly  all 
the  others  who  took  part  in  the  proceedings,  was  that  pneumonia 
is  an  essential  fever,  and  not  primarily  and  inflamatory  affection 
of  the  lung  tissue. 

'•Dr.  Flint  says.  First,  acute  lobar  pneumonia  is  characterized 
by  an  enormous  exudation  into  the  pulmonary  alveoli,  and  that 
this  exudation  may  be  rapidly  absorbed,  leaving  the  tissues  in- 
tact. Second,  acute  lobar  pneumonia  never  persists  and  becomes 
a  chronic  affection.  Third,  it  is  never  referable  to  any  appreci- 
able local  condition,  nor  is  it  possible  by  any  form  of  traumatic 
injury  to  produce  the  affection.  Fourth,  ordinary  causes  of 
local  diseases  (inflammatory)  are  not  capable  of  producing  acute 
lobar  pneumonia.  The  traditional  belief  that  the  disease  may 
be  produced  by  cold  is  without  foundation,  and  is  being  aban- 
doned even  by  the  Germans.  Fifth,  that  a  special  or  specific 
influence  is  invariably  the  cause  of  acute  lobar  pneumonia  is  ren- 
dered probably  by  it  occurrence  at  times  as  an  epidemic  disease. 
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Sixtb^  it  differs  from  acute  primary  local  iDflammation,  in  that  at 
the  OQset  of  the  disease  there  is  a  pronouDced  chill.'' 

This  is  high  authority,  and  should  not  be  lightly  oondemed,  or 
even  differed  from,  but  my  experience,  limited  as  compared  with 
theirs,  does  not  bear  the  same  testimony.  And,  first,  we  have  seen 
in  this  country  the  primary  evidence  of  local  inflammation  before 
there  was  au  elevation  of  temperature,  and  increase  of  the  cir- 
culation sufficient  to  say  that  the  fever  existed.  Second,  we  have 
seen  and  do  see  what  we  call  chronic  pneumonia  following  an 
acute  attack.  Third,  this  iissertion  is  rather  ambiguous,  that  the 
disease  is  never  referable  to  an  appreciable  local  condition,  but 
the  evidence  of  other  writers — able  men,  too — bear  concurrent 
evidence  and  testimony  that  traumatic  injuries  may,  and  do  pro- 
duce local  lobar  pneumonia.  Fourth,  that  ordinary  causes  of 
local  diseases,  cold,  dampness,  etc.,  never  produce  acute  lobar 
pneumonia  is  contrary  to  our  experience  and  belief,  for  that  cold 
is  the  most  prominent,  tangible,  and  constant  cause  of  pneumonia, 
is  affirmed  by  the  best  medical  uthors,  from  Hippocrates  down  to 
the  present  day ;  and  is  in  harmony  with  the  experience  of  our 
best,  most  observing,  and  practical  physicians.  Fifth,  that  it 
differs  from  other  acute  primary  local  inflammation  in  that  at  the 
outset  there  is  a  distinct  pronounced  chill,  while  in  my  experience, 
and  I  doubt  not  the  opinions  of  others,  any  local  inflammation 
of  gravity,  or  affecting  important  organs  or  tissues  is  usually 
ushered  in  with  a  chill.  Sixth,  that  a  special  or  specific  influence 
is  invaribly  the  cause  of  acute  lobar  pneumonia  is  rendered  prob- 
able by  its  occurrence  at  certain  seasons,  greater  frequency  in 
certain  climates,  and  occurring  at  times  as  an  epidemic.  Now 
we  know  that  the  disease  does  occur  more  frequently  at  certain 
seasons,  but  these  seasons  are  usually  the  cold,  wet,  and  damp 
seasons  of  winter  and  spring,  and  it  perhaps  is  susceptible  of 
proof  in  certain  localities  that  malaria  has  a  marked  influence  on 
the  disease  under  consideration,  and  it  may  be  affirmed  that 
many  other  diseases  are  governed  by  the  same  laws  and  affected 
by  some  special  or  specific  influence.  It  appears  to  me  that  this 
theory  of  pneumonia  as  advocated  by  those  gentlemen  is  on  a 
line  with  that  of  several  eminent  German  writers  who  affirm 
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that  a  '^paeumo-coccus"  has  entered  the  circalatioD,  and  set  up 
its  specific  systematic  fever^  and  which  also  produces  acute  lobar 
pneumonia. 

In  acute  pneumonitis,  its  pathology  may  be  said  to  be  charac- 
terized chiefly  by  an  exudation  which  does  not  lead  to  the  pro- 
duction of  new  tissue,  and  adhesions,  a<f  in  pleuritis  and  perito- 
nitis, but  fills  up,  and  distends  the  air-cells,  and  is  said  to  be  not 
expectorated,  but  is  removed  by  absorption.  The  diagnosis  and 
prognosis  are  too  familiar  to  all  practicing  physicians  to  require 
any  notice  at  this  time  and  place. 

As  to  the  treatment,  it  is  about  as  varied  ad  the  pathology  as 
entertained  by  different  writers,  and  in  different  localities.  Among 
some  German  writers  iodide  of  potassa  is  regarded  as  the  great 
and  best  remedy,  venesection  and  blistering  having  been  nearly 
entirely  discarded.  Stimulating  liniments  and  warm  poultices 
or  to  the  chest  are  recomm3nded  to  be  constantly  applied,  dry  cups, 
sinapisms,  and  stimulating  lotions.  A  purgative  at  the  commence- 
ment of  an  attack  is  generally  indicated,  and  called  for.  Some 
physicians  still  use  mercurials  freely,  and  continue  them  during 
the  course  of  the  disease,  but  the  weight  of  authority  is  against 
such  a  course.  When  a  case  is  seen  early  in  its  attack,  and  oc- 
curring in  a  region  where  malarial  troubles  prevail,  or  have  pre- 
vailed during  the  preceding  summer  and  fall,  a  full  dose,  ten  to 
twenty  grains  of  quinine,  is  a  favorite  with  many  physicians. 
In  this  part  of  the  country  a  favorite  remedy  with  many  is 
veratrum  viride,  and  its  use  is  commenced  as  soon  as  the  prom- 
inent symptoms  of  acute  pneumonitis  are  apparent.  In  fact,  I  re- 
gard it  as  the  most  important  of  our  remedial  agents,  using  it  at 
the  same  time  I  do  opiates  to  relieve  pain,  and  stimulants  to  sup- 
port the  failing  powers.  It  does  seem  to  be  rational  treatment  of 
a  case  of  acute  pneumonitis  where  there  is  pain,  fever,  labored 
respiration,  and  full  quick  pulse;  where  the  heart  is  beating 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  beats  per  minutes, 
pumping  blood  from  twenty  to  forty  per  cent,  faster  into  an  in- 
flamed tissue  than  ordinarily,  that  if  we  can  lessen  that  increased 
action  of  the  heart  without  producing  prostration  of  the  physioal 
powers  we  do  good.      And  this  we  can  do  with  veratrum,  reduc- 
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ing  the  pulse  from  its  abnormal  condition  to  one  nearer  the 
healthy  standarl.  The  treatment  of  acute  pneumonitis  may  be 
summed  up  under  these  general  terms:  Anodynes  to  relieve  pain, 
sedatives  to  lower  the  temperature  and  the  increased  action  of 
the  hearty  and  stimulants  to  support  the  flagging  powers,  with 
nourishment  to  sustain  the  system  until  the  storm  is  over. 
Nearly  every  physician  has  some  preference,  for  certain  remedies 
and  all  have  some  favorite  prescription  from  his  catalogue  of 
remedial  agents  to  draw  from. 

There  is  an  old-time  remedy  that  has  nearly  become  obsolete, 
but  which  I  think  in  certain  cases  is  still  a  potent  one  for  good — 
the  lancet.  When  we  see  a  case  of  acute  pneumonitis  in  a  strong, 
vigorous  subject,  where  the  attack  is  sudden  and  violent,  attended 
with  severe  pain,  high  febrile  action  with  a  quick  bounding  pulse, 
laborious  and  hurried  respiration,  eyes  red  and  suffused,  with 
face  almost  livid  or  purplish,  then  I  think  venesection  comes  to 
hand  as  a  remedy  of  much  importance  in  the  effort  to  save  the 
life  of  our  patient. 

The  objects  of  tre.it  ment,  then,  in  the  first  stage  of  acute  pneu- 
monitis are  to  diminish  the  intensity  of  the  inflammation,  to  re- 
lieve distressing  symptoms^  and  to  place  the  system  in  a  condition 
to  tolerate  the  disease,  and  to  progress  to  a  return  to  health. 
'  And  in  9uch  a  case  as  just  described,  I  believe  that  in  the  old- 
fashioned,  but  now  almost  discarded,  lancet  we  have  an  agent  of 
great  importance  when  properly  used.  Then  let  me  make  a  plea 
for  its  use  again  in  the  following  parody : 

Tell  me  not  in  mournful  numbers, 

Men  who  bleed  are  in  a  dream ; 
He  who  never  bleeds,  now  slumbers, 

For  things  are  not  what  they  seem. 

Life  is  real,  life  is  earnest, 

And  if  some  are  never  bled 
Dust  thou  art,  to  dust  retumest. 

Will  be  written  o'er  the  dead. 

Not  enjoyment  and  not  sorrow 

Is  the  doctor's  lot  and  way. 
He  must  bleeds  lest  the  morrow 

Finds  his  patient  only  clay. 


2  8.  P. 
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Art  is  long,  and  time  is  fleeting, 
If  you  would  be  wise  and  brave 

Give  some  {>atient  one  good  bleeding. 
And  thus  snatch  him  from  the  grave. 

For  in  our  own  hard  field  of  battle. 

In  our  bivouac  of  life. 
We'd  be  like  dumb,  driven  cattle, 

If  we  never  used  the  knife. 

Then  though  bleeding  be  unpleasant, 

Still,  a  doctor  with  a  head 
Must  bleed  in  the  living  present 

Or  the  sick  may  soon  be  dead. 

Lives  of  great  men  all  remind  us. 
We  may  make  our  lives  sublime. 

In  curing  our  friends  around  us, 
By  bleeding  each  one  just  in  time.  • 

Great  facts  that  perhaps  another 
Passing  o'er  life's  solemn  main, 

May  see  you  bleed  and  save  a  brother, 
And,  seeing,  take  heart  again. 

Let  us  then  be  up  and  doing, 

Let  us  bleed,  e'er  'tis  too  late. 
Still  achieving,  still  pursuing, 

Learn  to  venesect  and  wait. 


ADDRESS  IN  DISEASES  OF  CHILDREN. 


BY 
W.   D.   HAGGARD,  M.D.,  OP   NASHVILLE. 


Delivered  ai  the  Thirty-Seventh  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ameriecm 
Medical  AasodalioUf  in  St.  Louis,  May  1,  1886. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen : — In  obedience  to  a  time-honored 
custom,  and  in  acc<»rdance  with  a  bj-law  of  this  AssociatioD^  I 
appear  before  you  as  Chairman  of  the  Section  on  DiseaseB  of 
Children,  to  note  the  advances  and  discoveries  of  the  past  year, 
which^  like  those  in  all  other  branches  of  scientific  investigation. 
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move  slowly  but  steadily  forward ;  each  investigator  adding  his 
mite  to  what  was  known  before.  We  are  here  to-day,  in  this 
growing  and  prosperous  city,  from  the  North,  East,  South,  and 
West,  as  guardians  of  the  health  and  lives  of  the  people.  We 
are  assembled  together  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in  honest,  ear- 
nest endeavor  to  utilize  the  knowledge  which  the  advances  of  the 
recent  past  have  shed  upon  the  problem  of  life.  We  live  in  an 
age  of  progress,  characterized  by  the  most  effective  effort  that 
has  ever  been  put  forth  to  place  a  proper  estimate  upon  the  value 
of  life,  to  increase  its  duration,  and  to  elevate  humanity  to  t\Le 
highest  standard  of  physical,  mental,  and  moral  grandeur. 

The  Section  on  Diseases  of  Children  embraces  the  largest  and 
most  important  field  connected  with  the  workings  of  the  Associ- 
ation, and  should  enlist  the  most  earnest  attention  of  every 
member  of  the  profession.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  it  will  not  be 
in  vain  that  I  bespeak  your  indulgence  while  I  enter  a  plea  for 
the  fuller  recognition  of  this  branch  of  our  work,  and  beg  your 
cooperation  in  the  endeavor  to  secure  a  safer  passage  across  the 
tempestuous  sea  from  infancy  to  childhood,  and  from  childhood 
to  adolescence. 

The  last  year  has  not  been  fruitful  in  advances  sufficiently 
tangible  to  admit  of  specification,  and  yet  perhaps  no  single 
year  from  the  foundation  of  medicine  to  the  present  has  been  so 
rich  in  fruitage;  so  far-reaching  in  its  influence  upon  both  the 
profession  and  the  laity.  No  year's  work  has  so  indelibly  im- 
pressed the  mind  of  the  profession  on  the  importance  of  results 
accomplished — not  in  this  nor  that  particular  branch  of  medical 
science,  but  upon  the  better  and  more  definite  understanding  of 
the  great  principles  underlying  the  whole  superstructure  of  scien- 
tific medicine. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  bring  prominently  before  the  mind  of  the 
profession  the  vast  importance  of  this  department,  not  only  to 
that  portion  of  the  human  family  to  be  directly  benefited  by 
future  advances  and  discoveries,  but  likewise  to  point  out  and 
emphasize  the  fact  that  in  ^he  great  mortality  of  children,  society, 
the  State,  the  Nation,  yea,  the  world,  are  all  much  more  largely 
interested  in  lessening  this  fearful   mortality   than  those   who 
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perish  in  infancy,  for  they  are  perhaps  the  gainers.  I  need  not 
stop  to  discuss  the  fact  that  the  diseases  of  children  have  been 
most  sadly,  if,  indeed,  not  most  culpably,  neglected,  from  the 
earliest  records  of  medicine  to  the  present  time,  for  this  is  patent 
to  every  open-eyed  physician.  There  is  not  a  single  branch  ol 
medicine,  nor,  indeed,  of  any  of  the  collateral  sciences,  which 
has  not,  from  time  to  time,  been  made  the  subject  of  more  special 
thought,  scientific  research,  observation  and  experiment  than 
have  the  diseases  of  children. 

*  It  is  true  that  every  advance  or  discovery  in  scientific  medicine 
has  reflected  progress  on  pediatrics,  which  has  been  indirectly 
benefited  by  the  outcome  of  these  improvements.  The  pages  of 
history  are  full  of  instruction  in  the  matter  before  us.  Take, 
for  example,  the  operation  of  ovariotomy,  which  has  added  in 
the  aggregate  so  vastly  to  the  span  of  human  existence.  Take 
the  last  twenty  years  of  its  history,  so  full  of  incident  and 
interest,  and  link  it  with  the  lives  of  those  most  prominently 
identified  with  it,  and  it  seems  as  if  destiny  herself,  in  her  on- 
ward sweep,  has  borne  them  through  evolutions  of  thought,  of 
science,  of  human  effort  and  achievement,  with  a  restless  and  an- 
pausing  zeal  that  has  constantly  led  them  forward,  from  one 
brilliant  success  to  another,  until  the  advance  oi  abdominal  sur- 
gery, like  the  sun  at  noonday,  casts  its  effulgence  from  pole  to 
pole  and  from  centre  to  circumference.  The  outcome  of  this  im- 
portant operation  has  so  captivated  the  minds  of  the  more  enter- 
prising and  ambitious  aspirants  for  fame  and  fortune  that  pedia- 
trics has,  for  the  time  being,  been  thrown  completely  in  the 
background. 

Our  profession,  crowned  with  the  marvelous  achievements  of 
the  past,  now  looks,  with  a  wistful  eye,  for  investigators  worthy 
of  the  past  and  prophetic  of  the  future,  as  laborers  in  the  field 
of  pediatrics — men  who  possess  the  largest  combination  of  suc- 
cessful elements,  who  are  ordained  by  nature  to  lead  into  unex- 
plored regions  and  dominate  new  fields  of  thought  which  will 
enable  them  to  solve  the  problem  now  pressing  for  solution,  viz.: 
to  lessen  this  fearful  mortality  of  infantile  life.  The  cradle  and 
the  couch  can  learn  nothing  of  themselves ;  therefore  we,  who 
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have  copiously  gathered  from  the  experience  oi  the  pasti  must 
cootribute  to  the  advance  of  the  future.  When  we  consider  that 
from  one-fourth  to  one-third  of  the  human  family  die  under  five 
years  of  age,  the  victims  of  disease,  it  seems  truly  that  their 
lives  are  but  as  the  sands  upon  the  shore ;  their  voices  are  but 
the  evening  zephyr,  that  dallies  with  the  leaf  for  a  moment,  and 
passes  away  forever. 

"  'TU  the  wink  of  an  eye,  the  draught  of  a  breath, 
From  the  blossom  of  health  to  the  paleness  of  death." 

It  may  be  that  it  was  the  original  purpose  of  the  divine 
Creator  to  remove  from  earth  to  heaven  this  large  proportion  of 
the  human  family  before  they  reach  the  age  of  responsibility.  It 
may  be  there  is  a  divine  graciousness,  an  appropriateness,  a  gran- 
deur, itk  the  circumstance  of  death  of  so  many  of  our  race  during 
childhood.  However  this  may  be,  we  who  have  chosen  for  our 
lifework  the  amelioration  of  human  suffering  cannot  accept  this 
dogma,  for  it  neither  satisfies  the  longings  of  nature  nor  the  de- 
mands of  the  world.  We  must  dive  deeper  into  the  mysteries  of 
scientific  medicine,  and  prepare  to  grapple  with  that  dread  des- 
troyer that  claims  so  many  of  earth's  little  ones.  Children  typify 
the  kingdom  of  heaven.  They  are  the  embodiment  of  all  that 
is  Godlike  in  man  and  beautiful  in  creation — the  mystic  link  of 
holiness  which  unites  man  with  angels.  What  language  can 
depict  the  anguish  of  a  mother,  as  she  lingers  over  the  couch  of 
a  stricken  child,  and  earnestly  entreats  the  doctor  to  rescue  her 
treasure  from  the  ravages  of  depth  ?  Bright  hopes  and  fond  an- 
ticipations surround  the  ci  addle  at  early  morn,  the  shadows  of 
death  gather  over  it  at  noon,  and  in  the  evening  its  occupant  is  a 
withered  flower;  the  rosy  check  has  changed  to  marble  whiteness, 
'Uhe  silver  cord  is  loosed,  the  golden  bowl  is  broken,  and  the 
spirit  returns  to  the  God  who  gave  it." 

Every  meeting  of  this  Association  brings  us  nearer  t)^e  ark  of 
safety  found  in  preventive  medicine,  which  is  now  extending  its 
influence  over  every  part  of  the  civilized  world,  and  is  based 
apon  the  theory  which  was  enunciated  by  Leeuwenhoeck  in  1662. 
He  discovered  that  the  active  principle  in  the  process  of  fermen- 
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tatioD  depended  upon  a  living  organism ;  from  which  he  con- 
cluded that  the  conlagium  vivum  of  all  zymotic  diseases  must  also 
reside  in  a  vegitable  parasite.  Like  discoveries  in  every  other 
department  of  scientific  investigation  ( notwithstanding  every 
medical  publicist  since  his  time  has  had  some  opinion  to  express 
upon  it)|  this  theory  was  slow  to  secure  that  recognition  to  which 
its  merits  entitled  it,  being  repeatedly  forgotten  and  again  revived 
until  it  was  finally  established  that  there  are  three  distinct  forms 
of  parasitic  life,  viz. :  vegetable,  animal,  and  those  that  lie  be- 
tween the  two.  The  vegetable  form  are  of  the  nature  of  algsB  or 
fungi,  and  are  found  in  air,  water,  food,  and  soil  of  all  countries 
and  climes.  They  are  found  on  the  highest  mountains  and  in  the 
lowest  dells,  riding  upon  the  dust,  the  motes  and  the  insects  that 
float  in  the  sunbeams. 

From  the  day  of  Leeuwenhoeck  to  the  present,  the  great  effort 
of  scientists  has  been  to  establish  the  causative  relation  of  these 
organisms  to  the  diseases  in  which  they  are  found.  This  achieve- 
ment was  reserved  for  the  present  generation.  The  labors  of 
Pasteur,  Koch,  Klein,  and  other  famous  scientists,  by  the  reve- 
lations of  the  microscope,  have  established  the  causative  relation 
of  micro-organisms  to  the  infectious  diseases  of  insects^  plants, 
and  animals,  man  included.  Pasteur,  pushing  his  investigations 
still  further,  has  established  beyond  dispute  the  fact  that  the 
microbes  found  in  the  various  tissues  of  the  body,  in  certain  in- 
fectious disease  of  animals,  can  be  carried  through  a  series  of 
culture,  until  they  are  completely  dissociated  from  the  individual 
tissues  in  which  they  were  originally  found,  and  the  primary 
disease  be  reproduced  by  inoculation.  The  microbes  which  have 
been  produced  by  this  system  of  cultivation  have  been  proven, 
under  the  microscope,  to  be  identical  with  those  found  in  the 
tissues  of  the  body  both  before  and  after  culture;  thus  proving, 
beyond  question,  the  causative  relation  of  these  organisms  to  the 
diseases  in  which  they  occur. 

These  experiments  have  been  made  ovir  and  over  again,  with 
uniform  results,  in  chicken-cholera,  murrain,  splenic  fever,  etc. 
The  rapidly  accumulating  evidence  in  favor  of  the  theory  rests 
upon  the  experimental  researches  above  referred  to,  and  the  great 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


ORIGINAL  CX>MMnNICATIONS — HAGGARD.  369 

avidity  with  which  the  medical  mind  has  seized  upon  these  dis- 
closures \s,  to  me,  one  of  the  most  hopeful  bigns  of  advaucemeDt. 
If  the  germ  theory  be  correct,  each  of  the  specific  diseases  has 
for  its  origin  a  apecific  parasite,  capable  of  producing  the  disease 
in  individuals  not  already  protected  by  a  previous  attack,  vac- 
cination, inoculation,  or  idiosyncrasy.  Whenever  the  conditions 
requisite  to  the  development  of  the  specific  germ  of  any  of  the 
zymotic  diseases  are  fulfilled,  whether  these  conditions  depend 
upon  telluric,  atmospheric,  or  some  other  influence,  they  must 
exist.  Once  in  force,  the  action  of  the  specific  poison  takes  efiect 
on  those  individuals  whose  resisting  power,  either  from  enfeebled 
development  or  disease,  is  least.  In  severe  epidemics,  these  in- 
fluences grow  powerful  from  day  to  day,  until  those  whose  re- 
sisting power  is  least,  succumb  to  the  disease.  The  crowning  glory 
of  medicine  in  the  nineteenth  century  is  the  effort  to  perfect  the 
system  of  sanitary  science  and  to  improve  the  physical  and  intel- 
lectual powers  of  man.  To  this  end  the  public  health  associa- 
tions, the  innumerable  county,  city,  and  State  Boards  of  Health, 
as  well  as  the  best  scientific  ability  both  in  and  out  of  the  pro- 
fesAion,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  are  lending  their  most  earnest 
and  zealous  efforts. 

As  a  result  of  these  efforts,  we  find  the  annual  report  recently 
issued  by  Dr.  William  Ogle,  of  the  Statistical  Department  of 
England,  shows  a  decided  diminution,  in  the  last  ten  years,  in 
the  mortality  due  to  the  various  zymotic  diseases.  The  report 
shows  conclusively  that  the  decline  is  due  to  the  diminished  mor- 
tality among  children  of  tender  age.  It  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  that  the  annual  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  have 
fallen  from  972  to  716  per  million;  those  from  diphtheria  from 
185  to  121;  those  from  bowel  affections  from  1,076  to  935.  This 
is  really  a  very  satisfactory  showing,  when  we  consider  how  slow 
the  vast  majority  of  mankind  ( professional  and  uprofessional ) 
are  to  accept  any  new  dogma.  The  report  contains  much  val- 
uable information,  but  as  our  paper  is  only  to  show  that  the 
diseases  of  children  which  are  attended  with  the  greatest  fatality 
are  being  brought  under  such  sanitary  conditions  as  tend  to  lessen 
the  mortality,  we  will  follow  it  no  further. 
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If  we  aooept  the  estimate  of  statisticians  of  the  actual  cash 
value  of  each  male  and  female  who  live  to  attain  adolescence  at 
one  thousand  dollars^  then  add  to  this  financial  value  the  intel- 
lectual worth  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  children  who  perish 
annually  from  infectious  diseases — that  are  in  the  main  prevent- 
able— we  have  but  a  faint  conception  of  the  vast  loss  the  world 
sustains  by  this  fearful  mortality. 

In  view  of  all  this,  humanity  is  ready  to  bow  at  the  footstool 
of  science,  and  beg  that  the  ratio  betwen  those  who  live  and 
those  who  die  at  the  tender  age  be  diminished,  and  that  they 
have  thrown  around  them  the  protecting  care  of  hygienic  med- 
icine. The  progress  of  science  in  none  of  its  departments  has 
ever  reached  the  highest  degree  of  perfection  by  steady,  monoto- 
nous and  gradual  advancement.  For  long  it  has  appeared  to  be 
so,  until  some  fortunate  individual,  endowed  with  rare  genius, 
utilizing  the  knowledge  gained  from  all  sources,  has  evolved  from 
the  womb  of  time  some  hidden  truth  which  in  a  brief  period  has 
e£Pected  more  than  years  of  patient  toil,  and  marked  his  epoch  as 
an  era,  sending  his  name  across  the  empyrean  of  thought  like  a 
meteor  flashing  across  the  heavens,  winning  for  science  incalcu- 
lable benefits,  and  for  himself  glory  and  renown. 


gehiiHon$. 


Infancy  in  the  City. — According  to  Quetelet,  "  there  die 
during  the  first  month  after  birth  four  times  as  many  children  as 
during  the  second  month,  and  almost  as  many  as  during  the  two 
years  that  follow  the  first  year,  although  even  then  the  mortality 
is  high.  The  tables  of  mortality  prove,  in  fact,  that  one-tenth  of 
children  born  die  before  the  first  month  has  been  completed." 

The  census  has  shown  that  the  mortality  of  infants  in  cities  is 
twice  as  greai  as  that  in  the  rural  districts.  In  New  York,  in 
1883,  28,972  children  were  born,  and  8,668  died  in  thtir  first 
year,  thirty-three  and  one-fourth  per  cent. ;  2,660  children  died 
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in  their  second  year,  1,221  in  their  third  year,  787  in  their  fourth 
year,  and  526  in  their  fifth  year,  a  total  of  13,861  deaths 
of  iniants,  almost  half  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  occurring 
daring  the  that  year,  which  was  31,011. 

The  question  arises, ''  What  is  in  cities  that  is  so  hostile  to  in- 
fant life?" 

Many  city  infants  perish  from  bad  feeding.  More  especially  is 
this  true  of  the  tenement-children.  The  youngest  member  of  the 
family  is  placed  at  the  common  table  at  an  incredibly  tender  age. 
Often  in  the  dispensary  in  response  to  the  question,  "  With  what 
are  you  feeding  your  baby  ?  "  comes  the  reply,  "  It  eats  what  we 
all  dd."  With  these  people,  even  if  they  are  not  extremely  poor, 
milk  or  any  thing  else  purchased  especially  for  the  baby,  is  an 
item  oi  extra  expense,  and  therefore  it  is  considered  easier  and 
chaaper  to  feed  it  with  the  rest  of  the  family.  The  sins  of  feed- 
ing among  the  poor  people  are  monstrous.  Coffee,  tea,  brandy- 
and-water,  as  well  as  beer,  had  been  fed  to  babies  from  their 
nursing  bottle!  With  such  a  regime  of  feeding  for  the  poor  and 
middle  classes,  it  is  no  wonder  that  two  and  a  half  times  as  many 
infants  perish  of  diarrhoeal  disorders  as  of  any  other  disease. 

City  infants  of  all  classes  are  at  a  disadvantage  in  regard  to 
their  food.  Unfortunately,  city  mothers  who  nurse  their  own 
children  are  fewer  than  those  in  the  country.  The  search  for  a 
wet-nurse  is  one  of  the  most  disheartening.  The  <'upply  is  in  no 
way  proportioned  to  the  demand. 

Many  an  infant  suffers  from  irregularity  of  feeding  and  over- 
feeding. There  is  in  the  popular  mind  but  one  interpretation  of 
a  baby's  crying,  "  It  is  hungry,"  and  immediately  it  is  given 
more  food  to  eat,  when  already  its  tiny  stomach  is  distended  and 
irritated.  Infants'  meals  should  be  regulated  by  the  clock.  This 
prescription,  unaided  by  any  thing  else,  has  often  restored  a  nurs- 
ing baby  to  equanimity  and  to  health. 

An  infant  under  three  weeks  should  be  fed  every  two  hours,  or 
twelve  times  in  the  twenty- four,  receiving  one  to  one  and  a  half- 
ounces  of  cow's  milk  each  time,  if  artificially  fed.  At  three 
months  the  child  should  be  fed  every  three  hours,  or  i  igbt  times 
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in  the  twenty-four,  receiving  three  ounces  of  milk  at  each  feed- 
ing, which  at  six  months  is  increased  to  four.  The  times  of  feed- 
ing should  be  fixed,  but  of  course  the  amount  taken  will  vary 
more  or  less  with  the  individual. — Dr.  Grace  Peekham,  in  Popu- 
lar Scienoe  Monthly. 


Contagion  or  Infection. — The  imperfection  of  language  is 
responsible  for  no  slight  amount  of  confusion  and  indefiniteness 
in  the  nomenclature  of  morbid  processes.  Perhaps  the  most 
striking  instance  of  such  diflSculties  is  to  be  found  in  the  use  of 
the  terms  •'infection/'  "  infective,'*  "contagion,*'  and  /'conta- 
gious." According  to  the  idea  most  prominent  in  the  mind  of  a 
person  who  employs  one  or  the  other  of  these  phases  is  the  sig- 
nificance which  he  attaches  to  it.  Thus  we  often  hear  of  such  a 
malady  being  contagious,  but  not  infectious;  of  a  morbid  process 
being  infective  quite  apart  from  any  notion  of  contagiousness. 
Perhaps  the  most  common  kind  of  distinction  is  that  which  would 
limit  the  term  ''  contagion  "  to  such  disorders  as  are  only  com- 
municable by  direct  contact,  and  would  employ  ".infectiosu  "  to 
denote  those  which  are  communicable  through  such  media  as  the 
air,  water,  or  soil.  The  distinctions  thus  created  are,  however, 
wholly  artificial ;  for  if  we  separate  from  the  two  groups  such 
affections  as  cholera  and  typhoid,  by  following  Pettenkofer  in 
placing  them  apart  as  miasmatic-contagious  disorders,  we  shall 
practically  find  that  the  limits  between  mere  contagion  and  in- 
fection are  reduced  to  a  vanishing  pomt.  For  practically  even 
the  most  locally  contagious  disorders  may  be  communicated  indi- 
rectly, but  of  course  far  less  frequently  or  certainly  than  the 
highly  infectious  diseases  are.  The  word  "contagion,"  then, 
covers  them  all,  and  the  question  becomes  one  simply  of  degree. 
The  term  "  infective  "  is,  however,  receiving  a  wider  significance 
by  being  used  in  another  direction — as,  for  instance,  in  its  appli- 
cation to  such  diseases  as  septicaemia  and  pyaemia  to  which  the 
word  "contagious"  is  inappropriate.  When,  however  as,  re- 
cently occurred — ^the  occasion  giving  rise  to  some  rather  cynical 
remarks  in  a  lay  contemporary, — the  notion  is  expressed,  or 
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rather  implied,  that  diphtheria  is  not  an  infectious  disease,  we 
are  brought  face  to  face  with  the  practical  inconveuience  of  the 
term.  Compared  with  scarlet  fever,  the  virus  of  diphtheria  is  no 
doubt  far  less  easily  disseminated,  and,  in  the  majority  of  in- 
stances, it  is  communicable  only  by  direct  contact.  But  all 
authorities  are  forced  to  admit  that  the  diphtheritic  poison  can 
be  conveyed  aerially  or  by  fomites,  and  that  therefore  it  is  an  in- 
feetous  as  well  as  a  contagious  disease.  The  College  of  Physi- 
aians  has  done  much  to  place  the  nomenclature  of  diseases  upon 
a  scientific  basis;  it  might  go  further  and  seek  to  define  the 
proper  use  of  terms  such  as  those  to  which  we  have  alluded. — 
Lancet  June  19,  1886. 


Therapeutics  of  Trichinosis. — The  value  of  glycerin  in 
the  treatment  of  trichinosis  has  been  repeatedly  alluded  to. 
Fiedler  noticed  several  years  ago,  in  the  preparation  of  micro- 
scopic specimens,  that  trichinse  and  their  embryos  died  at  once 
when  brought  in  contact  with  glycerin  (even  if  dilutued  with 
two  to  three  times  its  quantity  of  water).  This  was  evidently 
the  result  of  the  hygroscopic  power  of  glycerin,  causing  the  ab- 
straction of  water  from  the  parasites.  This  fact  led  Fiedler  tb 
treat  animals,  fed  purposely  with  trichinous  meat,  with  glycerin ; 
but  he  did  not  obtain  any  positive  results.  Later  he  exhibited 
glycerin  in  several  cases  of  trichinosis  in  man,and  was  successful. 
Mercel  also  published  a  case  of  trichinosis  cured  by  glycerin,  so 
that  the  profession  regards  this  drug  justly  indicated  in  this  af- 
fection. 

In  the  Deutachea  Arohiv  fur  Kliniaohe  Medioin,  vol.  xxxvii.  No. 
12,  Fiedler  recommends  the  hourly  administration  of  a  table- 
spoonful  of  pure  glycerin  in  thrichinosis,  though  only  in  graver 
cases,  as  large  doses  of  the  drug  may  produce  hsBmoglobinuria 
and  other  toxic  symptoms. 

In  this  instance  the  employment  of  Unna's  keratine  pills  or 
keratine  capsules,  which  dissolve  only  in  the  small  intestines, 
would  appear  very  appropriate.  To  complete  the  abslraction  of 
water  from  the  parasites,  Fiedler  advises  to  give  large  doses  of 


Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


374  SELECTIONS. 

alcohol  and  to  prescribe  a  rifled  dry  diet.  Glyoerin  may  also  be 
injected  into  the  rectum.  A  powerful  purge,  thoogb,  is  to  pre- 
cede all  these  therapeutic  measures. — Therapeutic  OcuMe^  June 
15,  1886. 


Canquoin's  Paste  consists  of :  Chloride  of  Zinc  eight  parts ; 
Qxide  of  zinc,  one  part ;  flour  dried  at  high  heat,  seven  parts;  cold 
water,  one  part.  Mix  the  oxide  of  zinc  and  flour.  Dissolve  the 
chloride  of  zinc  in  the  water  and,  having  added  the  oxide  of  zinc 
and  the  flour,  rub  in  a  mortar.  Many  surgeons  have  used  this 
for  the  destruction  of  morbid  growths.  Occasionally  poisoning 
occurs.  Dr.  Fifield,  in  the  New  York  MediocU  Journal^  reports 
a  ease  in  which  the  pupils  were  dilated,  and  irregular  epilepti- 
form convulsions  occurred,  and  finally  death.  The  zinc  paste 
was  employed  at  2:00  in  the  afternoon  and  by  4:00  the  patient 
had  become  so  stupid  that  he  could  not  be  aroused,  death  occur- 
ring at  8 :  30  p.  M.  This  case  was  in  the  practice  of  a  so-called 
cancer  doctor.  For  himself  the  doctor  says  that  such  is  his  per- 
sonal observation  that  were  he  the  subject  of  cancer  of  the  lip  he 
should  much  prefer  this  paste  to  the  knife. — Am.  Lancet, 


The  Pneumatic  Cabinet. — A  process,  termed  pneumatic 
differentiation,  has  been  introduced  as  a  panacea  for  all  pulmonary 
affections,  and  a  number  of  elaborate  articles  have  been  published 
in  commendation  of  it  in  various  medical  journals.  A  company 
has  been  formed  to  manufacture  pneumatic  cabinets,  and  the  an- 
nouncement is  made  that  the  cabinets  will  be  rented  to  reputable 
physians  for  the  modest  sum  of  $260  a  year.  The  cabinet  is 
practically  an  air-tight  box,  in  which  the  patient  sits  while  a 
slightly  greater  quantity  of  air  is  forced  into  his  lungs  than  he 
usually  inspires.  Some  benefit  naturally  follows  this  increased 
admission  of  oxygen  into  the  circulation,  but  greater  benefit  can 
be  obtained  by  simply  directing  the  patient  to  habitually  breathe 
fully,  slowly,  and  deeply  while  pursuing  his  ordinary  avocation. 
— Shoemaker^s  Address  before  Med.  So.  of  Pa. 
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Eairin  and  Antipyrin  have  been  found  to  be  prompt  anti- 
pyretics. Unfortunately  the  reduction  of  temperature  which  they 
produce  is  of  brief  duration  and  Ir  frequently  accompanied  by 
the  most  alarming  symptoms  of  depression.  In  one  case  fatal 
collapse  ensued ;  the  judicious  practitioner  will  avoid  their  use 
for  the  present  and  rely  upon  aconite,  quinine,  salicylate  of  soda, 
oily  inunctions,  and  cold  effusions.  The  safest  and  most  eflScient 
antipyretic  is  cold  water  applied  either  in  the  form  of  cold  baths, 
sponge  baths,  or  the  wet-pack.  It  must  be  remembered,  how- 
ever, that  the  fever  does  not  constitute  the  whole  disease,  and 
that  antipyretic  measures  are  not  indicated  when  the  temperature 
does  not  exceed  103®  F. — Address  of  J  no.  V.  Shoemaker  before 
the  Slih  Annual  Session  of  Med.  Soe.  of  Pa. 


Sanitaby. — The  State  of  Kentucky  appropriates  only  |2,600 
per  annum  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  protect  the  health 
and  prevent  disease  amon^  the  people  of  the  State,  while  |6,000 
was  voted  from  her  treasury  to  stamp  out  a  single  disease  in  a 
single  locality  and  among  a  single  herd  of  cattle.  It  appears  in 
Kentucky  that  live  stock  is  at  a  far  higher  premium  than  human 
stock.  A  pure-bred  bull  will  frequently  command  $20,000  in 
Kentucky,  whilst  the  average  citizen  is  scarcely  rated  higher 
than  a  charge  of  powder.  Things  need  reforming  in  the  Grand 
Old  State. — Maryland  Med.  Journal, 


The  Microbe  op  Dysentery. — Drs.  Condorelli-Mangeri 
and  Aradas,  having  studied  an  epidemic  of  dysentery  occurring 
at  Catane,  Italy,  believe  that  they  have  discovered  the  specific 
microbe  of  this  disease.  The  micro-organism  is  a  bacillus,  and 
is  found  usually  in  long  chains.  It  was  constantly  found  in  the 
dysenteric  stools,  and  also  in  the  air  of  the  hospital  wards  occu- 
pied by  the  dysenteric  patients.     The  same  bacillus  was  also  dis- 
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covere<l  in  the  water  of  two  wells  from  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  village  had  drawn  their  supply.  Experiments  on  animals 
also  tended  to  confirm  the  belief  that  this  microbe  was  the  cause, 
or  accompaniment,  of  dysentery. — Oin,  Lancet- Clinic. 


Iodide  of  Sodium  versus  Iodide  of  Potassium. — A  recent 
leading  article  in  the  British  Medical  Journal  thus  sums  up  the 
advantages  of  iodide  of  sodium  over  iodide  of  potassium :  ( 1 ) 
It  can  be  used  therapeutically  for  almost  all,  certainly  the  chief, 
purposes  for  which  potassium  iodide  is  used,  and  with  similar 
beneficial  results.  (2)  Sodium  iodide  is  more  assimiable  than 
the  iodide  of  potassium,  both  locally  to  the  digestive  organs  and 
to  the  general  system.  (8)  That  as  a  result  many  of  the  local 
and  general  undesirable  effects  which  are  produce  by  potassium 
iodide  do  not  follow  the  use  of  sodium  iocide. 


The  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society  at  its  31st  An- 
nual Meeting  held  at  Winchester,  June  23,  24,  26,  1886,  elected 
the  following  oflSccrs:  President,  W.  H.  Wathen, of  Louisville; 
Senior  Vice-President,  J.  M.  Harwood,  of  Shellby ville ;  Junior 
Vice-President,  J.  H.  McKinley,  of  Winchester;  Permanent 
Secretary,  J.  Steel  Baily,  of  Stanford  ;  Assistant  Secretary,  T.  C. 
Simpson,  of  Bardstown ;  Treasurer,  Edward  Alcorn,  of  Huston- 
ville;  Chairman  Committee  of  Arrangements,  J.  G.  Brooks,  of 
Paducah.  Next  place  of  meeting,  Paducah  the  third  Wednesday, 
in  June,  1887. 

Foreign  Bodies  in  the  Ear. — Mr.  Jonathan  Hutchison 
recommends  in  the  British  MedioalJournal  the  use  of  silver  wire- 
loop,  instead  of  either  forceps  or  scoop,  in  the  removal  of  foreign 
bodies  from  the  ear.  This  method  he  claims  is  not  only  devoid 
of  danger,  but  is  both  more  easy  and  more  efiBcient  than  any 
other  plan.  The  method  of  procedure  is  to  introduce  the  wire- 
loop  gently  into  the  ear,  and  to  turn  it  about  until  it  is  believed 
to  have  gotten  behind  the  foreign  body. — Maryland  Med.  Jour. 
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To  medical  men  belong  medical  interests  was  the  gospel  of  the 
medical  sage  of  the  Massachusetts  of  the  South.  In  another 
shape  the  same  truth  is  re-echoed  from  the  Massachusetts  of  the 
North  by  the  Presiuent  of  the  State  Society.  The  only  ex- 
ception is  in  cases  where  the  State  has  occasion  to  employ  med- 
ical men  to  do  its  wofk.  In  these  cases  it  may  determine  the 
terms  upon  which  it  will  employ  them. —  4.m€rioan  Lancet. 


Surgeon-General  Robert  Murray,  of  the  U.  8.  Army, 
will  be  62  years  of  age  in  August  of  the  present  year,  when  h^. 
will  be  placed  on  the  retired  list.  Dr.  Murray  will  soon  have 
completed  a  long,  efBcient,  and  most  honorable  term  of  service 
for  his  country.  It  is  thought  that  Surgeon  J.  H.  Baxter,  who 
stands  next  on  roll,  will  be  the  worthy  successor. 

So  mote  it  be! 


Valerian  in  Diabetes  Insipidus. — Demange  says  in 
L^  Union  MediocUe  that|diabetes  insipidus  is  best  treated  by  (valerian 
in  doses  of  two  to  four  drachms  of  the  powder  per  diem.  This 
drug  was  highly  praised  by  Trousseau,  and  has  been  revived 
since  by  Bouchard, 


Mattress  in  Season. — She  was  a  sweet  girl  graduate  of  a 
female  seminary.  She  had  just  been  married  and  was  preparing 
to  keep  house.  Some  one  recommended  her  to  buy  some  spring 
mattresses.  "Yes/'  said  she,  sweetly,  "if  they  are  in  season, 
we'd  better  bftve  some/'    In  the  spring,  tra-la. 
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Rough  on  the  Child. — Says  one  of  the  sanitary  journals: 
"  If  a  child  does  not  terive  on  fresh  milk,  boil  it."  We  are  op- 
posed to  boiling  children,  whether  they  thrive  on  fresh  milk  or 
not.     And  yet  they  belong  to  the  genus  carnivora. 


International  Medical  Congress  Interests  Abroad. — 
In  Vienna,  Austra,  a  local  committee  of  twenty-five  members  has 
been  formed  for  facilitating  arrangements  for  attending  the  Ninth 
International  Medical  Congress  in  Waghington,  1887. 


Bos-ton- IAN. — "If  you  can't  feel  any  more  interest  than 
this,  Caroline,  perhaps  we  had  better  break  oft  our  engagement." 

"  Don't  say  *  break,'  Charles — it's  horridly  violent.  But  we 
might  let  it  disintegrate  peacefully,  don't  you  think  ?" 


Ready  for  the  Summer  Tour. — '*0h,  my  dear,"  said  one 
charming  girl  to  another:  "I  have  such  good  news  to  give  you. 
Papa  has  been  bitten  by  a  mad  dog,  and  we  are  all  going  to 
Paris  at  once." 


The  Sharpened  Blind  Man. — Professor   (at  Columbia): 
We  cannot  taste  in  the  dark.     Nature  intends  us  to  see  our  food. 
Student:  How  about  a  blind  man's  dinner?  • 

Professor:  Nature  has  provided  him  with  eye  teeth,  sir. 


Dr.  a.  M.  Poli^ck,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  has  been  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Section  of  Surgery  and  anatomy  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  for  the  present  year. 
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JSevi^ws  »nd  ]§ooh  Notices. 


A  System  of  Practical  Medicine.  By  American  Authors,  edited 
by  William  Pepper,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Provost  and  Professor  of 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Ch'nical  Medicine  in  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania;  assisted  by  Louis  Starr,  M.D  ,  Clin- 
ical Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children  in  the  Hospital  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  Vol.  V. — Diseases  of  the  Nervous 
System.  8vo,  leather,  pp.  1,326.  Lea  Brothers  &  Co.,  Pub- 
lishers, Philadelphia.      1886. 

The  fifth  and  concluding  \olame  of  this  magnificent  and  truly 
national  work  is  a  most  fitting  capstone  of  a  grand  undertaking 
80  faithfully  cirried  out  by  Professor  Pepper.  It  is  devoted  ez- 
cusively  to  diseased  of  the  Nervous  System,  the  various  articles 
being  contributed  by  Drs.  Johu  Ashurst,  Jr.,  P.  8.  Conner, 
Edward  P.  Davis,  Robt.  Edes,  Chas.  F.  Folsom,  A.  McL.  Ham- 
ilton, Wm.  Hunt,  Mary  P  Jacobi,  Morris  J.  Lewis,  Jno.  H. 
Lloyd,  Henry  M.  Lyman,  Francis  T.  Miles,  Chas.  K.  Mills, 
Francis  Minot,  S.  Weir  Mitchell,  Jas.  J.  Putnam,  H.  Schmidt, 
E.  C.  Seguin,  Wharton  Sinkler,  E.  C.  Spitzka,  M.  Allen  Starr, 
Jas.  C  Wilson,  and  Horatio  C.  Wood.  All  being  gentlemen, 
who  are  recognized  as  American  authorities  on  the  special  class 
of  diseases  to  which  the  volume  is  devoted. 

We  take  pleasure  in  laying  before  our  readers  in  full,  the 
Author^s  Vaiedidory  in  this  the  fifth  and  last  volume  of  the 
series. 

^^In  presenting  to  the  profession  the  fifth  and  concluding 
volume  of  the  'System  of  Practical  Medicine  by  American 
3  8.  P. 
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Authors/  the  Editor  may  be  permitted  to  refer  briefly  to  labors 
which  for  years  have  called  forth  his  strenuous  endeavors.  The 
original  prospectus  of  the  work  was  issued  in  1881.  The  first 
volume  was  published  in  January,  1885;  the  second  in  May, 
1885;  the  third  in  September,  1885;  and  the  fourth  in  Febru- 
ary, 1886.  In  view  of  the  delays  inevitable  in  large  and  com- 
plicated literary  enterprises,  such  unusual  punctuality  reflects 
credit  alike  on  the  zeal  of  the  contributors  and  the  energy  and 
resources  of  the  publishers.  The  duties  of  the  editor  have  been 
lightened  and  rendered  agreeable  by  the  unvarying  courtesy  and 
cordial  coo(>eration  of  all  connected  with  him  in  the  undertaking ; 
and  he  has  been  amply  rewarded  by  the  realization  of  his  hopes 
in  the  favorable  reception  accorded  to  the  successive  volumes  by 
the  profession  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlant'.c.  The  plan  of  the 
work  has  been  strictly  adhered  to,  and  thearticle:^  promised  have 
been  furnished  without  exception,  although  in  a  very  few  ctses 
circumstances  required  a  change  in  the  authorship.  Special  men- 
tion is  due  to  Dr.  Louis  Starr,  and  to  Dr.  Judson  Deland  for  the 
very  valuable  assistance  they  have  rendered. 

"The  only  alloy  to  the  pleasure  which  the  editor  has  had  in  the 
progress  of  the  work  has  been  the  removal  by  death  of  -so  many 
of  his  distinguished  collaborators:  such  men  as  Flint,  Van  Baren, 
Armor,  Bemiss,  and  Elsberg  will  long  be  mourned  by  the  pro- 
fession. 

"  The  number  of  articles  is  185,  written  by  ninety-nine  authors, 
covering,  with  indexes,  about  5,600  pages,  and  throughout  its 
whole  extent  the  original  purpose  has  been  kept  constantly  in 
view,  that  the  practical  character  of  the  work  should  adapt  it 
specially  to  the  needs  of  the  general  practitioner.  In  conclusion, 
the  editor  feels  it  is  a  subject  of  congratulation  that  through  the 
combination  of  so  many  leading  members  of  the  profession  it  has 
bt»en  rendered  possible  to  present  in  this  work,  for  the  first  time, 
the  entire  subject  of  practical  medicine  treated  in  a  manner  truly 
representative  of  the  American  School." 

He  is,  indeed,  to  be  congratulated  in  presenting  to  the  medical 
world  such  a  grand  and  durable  monument  of  American  Medicine. 
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A  Manual  of  Dietetics.  By  J.  Milner  Fothergill,  M.D., 
Edin.,  Physician  to  the  City  of  London  Hospital  for  Diseases  of 
the  Chest  (Victoria  Park).  Hon.  M.  D.  Rush  Medical  College, 
Chicago,  III.,  Foreign  Associate  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians, Philadelphia.  8vo,  extra  muslin.  255  pages.  Price, 
$2.50.     New  York :  WiUiam  &  Wood  Co. 

The  merit  of  this  work,  designed  for  the  use  of  lectures  upon 
the  subject  of  which  it  treats,  deserves  more  than  the  usual  terms 
of  approval. 

We  find  it  impossible  to  give  any  generalization  of  its  contents 
at  all  satisfactory  to  ourselves.  It  h  enough  to  say  that  it  is  the 
author's  purpose  to  so  direct  attention  to  the  science  of  nutrition 
that  none  may  starve  within  the  reach  of  food^  and  that  the 
patienty  instead  of  the  disease,  may  be  fed. 

With   good  claims  previously   to  this  corner  of  the  field  of 
science,  as  Brillat-Sivarin  would  say,  he  now  seems  firmly  estab 
lished  there;  and  the  confidence  with  which  he  awaits  the  cjming 
of  the  Newton  of   physiology,   is   sometimes  modestly,  always 
forcibly  evinced. 

The  divorcement  from  the  now  popular  idol — beef-tea — is  not 
the  least  feature  of  interest  of  the  book  ;  but  the  author  compen- 
sates for  the  pain  of  separation  by  the  skillful  presentation  of  a 
most  desirable  kind  of  information. 

Nearly  every  physician  knows  his  power  of  illustrating. 
Nothing  can  be  flat  in  his  vivacious  language.  We  should  com- 
pare him  to  hU  feliow-ou^itrvman,  M'icaulay,  whose  accuracy 
on  a  question  of  dietetics  he  impugns  by  hearsay  evidence,  did 
not  our  reverence  for  this  very  ittribute  of  that  distinguished  lit- 
Urateur  forbid. 

We  shall  venture  to  apply  Ne  sudor  ultra  orepidam  to  this 
scientist,  who  calls  Cain  a  keeper  of  sheep,  and  abuses  him  for 
the  exercise  of  the  qualities  of  a  carnivorous  brute,  and  then 
gravely  speaks  of  Isaac  as  having  '^  marked  an  impjrtant  family 
ceremony  by  first  partaking  ot  savory  meat "  ! 

It  is  both  a  privilege  and  a  duty  to  all  active  practitioners  of 
medicine  to  study  this  book.  What  it  contains  is  nowhere  else 
readily  available. 
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It  is  a  matter  of  some  coocern  to  us  that  the  work  is  marred 
by  the  inaccurate  proportions  of  half  of  its  chemical  formnlsB,  and 
several  other  minor  typographical  errors. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  Organs  in  Infancy  and  Childhood, 
WITH  Chapters  on  the  Investigation  of  Disease,  and  on  the 
General  Management  of  Children.  By  Louis  Starr,  M.D., 
Clinical  Professor  of  Diseases  of  Children  in  the  Hospital  of  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania ;  Physician  to  the  Childrens'  Hospital, 
Philadelphia,  etc.  With  colored  plate  and  other  illustrations. 
8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  385.  P.  Blakiston,  Son  &  Co.,  Publishers,  1012 
Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia.     1886. 

Dr.  Starr  has  already  attained  prominence  in  American  medi- 
cine by  reason  of  his  association  with  Prof.   Pepper  in  bringing 
out  the  valuable  System  of  Medicine,  which  will  do  so  much,  to- 
ward affording  a  proper  and  just  appreciation  of  medical  attain 
ments  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

In  the  monograph  before  us  he  devotes  the  energies  of  his 
mind  and  his  valuable  clinical  experience  to  a  consideration  of 
a  special  class  of  disorders,  too  casually  considered  in  works 
on  pediatrics,  but  which,  from  their  frequent  recurrence  and 
and  unfortunate  fatal  tendency,  demand  a  most  careful  study  and 
thorough  investigation.  He  fully  recognises  that  attention  to 
the  general  regimen  is  quite  as  important  as  the  administration 
of  drugs  for  the  successful  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  the  digest- 
ive tract  in  infancy  and  chilihood,  and  for  this  reason  alone 
his  work  will  prove  peculiarly  valuable  to  the  student  and  young 
practitioner. 

''  The  chapter  on  the  Investigation  of  Disease,"  says  the  author 
in  his  preface,  ^'  does  not  necessarily  belong  to  a  work  on  disor- 
ders of  the  digestive  organs,  but  as  so  much  difficulty  is  expe- 
rienced by  students  in  the  study  of  disease  in  children,  it  has 
been  incorporated  as  an  aid  to  such.''  In  this  we  can  fully  agree 
with  him,  as  well  as  most  heartily  commend  the  excellent  article 
on  the  general  management  of  children,  in  which  the  author  has 
placed  before  us  results  that  could  only  be  obtained  by  much 
study  and  and  careful  practical  work. 
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Diseases  of  the  Stomach  and  Intestines  :  A  Manual  of  Clinical 
Therapeutics  for  the  Student  and  Practitioner.  By  Prof. 
Dujardin-Beaumetz,  Physician  to  the  Cochin  Hospital;  mem- 
ber of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  of  the  Council  of  Hygiene 
and  Salubrity  of  the  Seine ;  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  BuUctin  Gen- 
erale  de  Therapeuiiqtu^  etc.  Translated  from  the  fourth  French 
edition  by  E.  P.  Hard,  M.D.,  President  of  the  Essex  North  Dis- 
trict Medical  Society ;  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, and  the  Climatological  Society,  etc.  With  illustrations  and 
chromolithograph.  8  vo.,  cloth,  pp.  389.  New  York:  Wm. 
Wood  &  Co.,  publishers.     1886. 

We  quote  the  following  from  the  author's  preface: 

^'Although  this  work  is  entitled  Diseases  of  the  Stomach  and 
Intestined,  it  is  less  a  treatise  on  the  pathology  of  those  affectipns 
than  on  the  treatment,  to  which,  in  fact,  all  other  considerations 
are  made  subordinate.  I  have  given  especial  attention  to  foods 
and  to  alimentation.  In  these  diseases  hygienic  therapeutics  00- 
cupy  the  first  place.  The  patient  will  be  much  more  likely  to 
find  the  means  of  his  cure  in  the  observance  of  a  strict  and  well- 
regulated  diet  than  in  the  administration  of  pharmaceutical  drugH. 

'^  In  order  to  give  Djore  system  to  my  exposition  of  the  different 
therapeutical  means  which  the  physician  may  employ  in  the  treat- 
ment of  stomach  affectionn,  I  have  adopted  a  division  of  dyspep- 
sias which  is  established  on  a  physiological  basis.  I  recognize, 
however,  that  this  division  is,  from  a  clinical  point  of  view,  alto- 
gether arbitrary.  I  am,  in  fact,  of  opinion  that  the  word  dys- 
pepsia is  destined  to  disappear  from  the  nosological  category  of 
diseases  of  the  stomach,  and  that  we  ought  to  substitute  for  it  the 
name  of  the  particular  gastric,  intestinal,  or  other  lesion  of  whioh 
the  dyspepsia  is  the  symptom.  However,  the  term  and  the  class- 
ification haveja*cert:iin  ability  from  a  therapeutic  point  of  view, 
and  I  trust  that  the  reproduction  in  the  United  States  of  a  work 
which  has  a  considerable  success  in  France  may  not  be  without 
profit  to  American  physicians.'' 

The  chapters  on  Dyspeptic  and  Neurosal  Conditions  of  the 
Stomach,  on  Dicer  and  Cancer  of  the  Stomach,  and  on  the  va- 
rious intestinal  diseases,  will  be  found  especially  attractive  and 
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valuable ;  in  fact,  the  diseases  here  discussed  are  those  which  the 
ordinary  practitioner  is  oftenest  called  on  to  treat. 

The  translator  has  performed  his  work  most  admirably,  and 
the  publishers  have  placed  the  profession  under  additional  obli- 
gations by  this  their  May  number  of  their  Standard  Library  for 
1886. 

-  Medical  and  Surgical  Directory  of  the  United  States.     8  vo. 
Cloth,  pp.    1,452.     Complete  in  one  volume.     Price,  $7.     De- 
troit:    R.  L.  Polk  &  Co.,  Publishers. 

The  character  and  scope  of  this  work  are  well  indicated  by  its 
title. 

Its  1,462  pages  contain  the  names  of  nearly  80,000  perso.s 
practicing  medicine  within  the  United  States  and  Territories. 
These  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  State,  city,  and  post-office, 
and  in  large  cities  the  street  and  number  are  given.  Each  name 
is  accompanied  by  information  regarding  place  and  time  of  grad- 
uation. 

A  descriptive  article  precedes  the  list  of  each  State  and  Terri- 
tory, embodying  such  matters  as  location,  boundaries,  extent  in 
miles  and  acres,  latitude  and  longitude,  statistics  regarding  cli- 
mate, temperature,  population,  rate  of  mortality,  names  and  loca- 
tions of  the  best  known  mineral  springs,  all  medical  and  chari- 
table institutions,  medical  societies,  and  the  full  text  of  all  State 
laws  relating  to  the  profession.  In  addition  to  this  complete  di- 
rectory, the  80,  KX)  names  are  repeated  without  addresses,  ar- 
ranged alphabetically,  accompanied  only  by  figures,  whereby  the 
reader  can  readily  find  each  name  in  its  appropriate  plaoe  in  the 
directory  proper. 

This  list,  the  publishers  suggest  in  their  introduction  to  the 
work,  will  enable  any  one  to  find  the  present  location  and  address  of 
any  physician  in  the  United  States  whose  name  he  knows.  It  will 
doubtless,  bring  to  mind  many  old  iriends  who  have  lost  trace  of 
one  another  since  graduation,  and  possibly  in  some  oases  discover 
the  whereabouts  of  others  who  would  prefer  to  remain  oonoealed. 

Preceding  the  directory  of  names  are  departments,  giving  full 
lists  of  all   medical  colleges,  either  existing  or  extinct,   in   the 
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UDited  States  and  Canada,  of  officers  of  the  medical  departments 
of  the  United  States,  array,  navy,  marine  hospital  service,  and 
pension  department,  and  a  complete  directory  of  the  medical 
journals  of  the  United  States. 

The  comprehensiveness  and  convenience  of  this  work  may  be 
gleaned  from  the  above  description.  The  publishers  have  taken 
the  greatest  care  to  secure  accuracy,  and  seem  to  have  exhausted 
all  possible  sources  of  information  in  compiling  the  mass  of  facts 
presented,  and  to  have  arranged  them  in  the  most  condensed  and 
conveDieut  form  for  reference. 

To  physicians  and  pharmacists,  medical  colleges,  boards  of 
health,  medical  students,  and  to  all  interested  in  having  the  latest 
and  most  reliable- information  about  the  medical  profession  of  the 
United  States,  this  work  will  be  indispensable. 

We  notice  that  most  of  the  prominent  drug  houses  of  the 
country  are  represented  in  the  advertising  pages  of  the  work,  a 
feature  not  without  interest  to  the  intending  medical  purchaser. 

Considering  the  extent  and  character  of  this  volume,  and  the 
general  excellence  and  good  taste  of  the  typographical  work  and 
the  binding,  the  price  asked  for  it  is  very  reasonable,  and  we  be- 
lieve it  will  command  a  wide  sale. 

Surgical  Diseases  of  the  Kidney.  Ky  Henry  Morris,  M.A., 
M.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  Surgeon  to  and  Lecturer  on  Surgery  at  the  Mid- 
dlesex Hospital,  London.  12  mo.,  550  pages,  with  six  chrorao- 
lithographic  plates  and  forty  engravings.  Cloth,  $2.25.  Phila- 
delphia: Lea  Brothers  &  Co.     1886. 

A  book  of  interest  was  to  have  been  anticipated  from  the  orig- 
inator of  the  operation  of  nephro-lithotomy,  hut  he  would  be  hard 
to  please  who  could  pass  judgment  upon  it  without  a  grateful  im- 
pulse toward  its  HUthor.  A  reference  book  from  the  nature  of 
its  subject,  it  is  much  occupied  with  the  momentous  and  nearly 
omnipresent  question  of  diagnosis  of  abdominal  tumors.  The 
thirty-three  chapters  devoted  to  the  regional  anatomy,  displace- 
ments, malformations,  injuries,  and  diseases  of  a  surgical  nature 
of  this  gland  are  most  systematic,  entertaining,  and  instructive* 
The  modest  one  devoted  to  the  methods  of  performing  operations 
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upon  it  18  a  wonderfully  clear  oompositioa.  The  effective  aae  to 
which  he  puts  the  post-mortem  records  of  four  of  London's  great 
ha«»pitals,  points  unequivocally  to  the  approach  of  a  day  when 
any  statement  can  not  be  proved  by  statistics.  The  amount  of 
research  of  the  literature  of  the  subject  is  a  prominent  feature 
of  the  work,  and  one  that  measures  the  debt  of  its  author  to  his 
profession.  This  we  consider  him  to  have  repaid  with  unusual 
liberality. 

At  least  one  phrase  of  his  deserves  extended  popular  acquaint- 
ance. Words  could  poorly  express  the  gratitude  of  a  physician 
to  a  friend  who  would  substitute  "  handing  over  to  the  somber 
solicitude  of  the  undertaker"  for  the  direct  charge  of  murder 
that  is  now  the  height  of  elegant  ci^mmonplace  toward  us. 
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MONTEAGLE— A  TRUE  HEALTH  RESORT. 

In  the  October,  1884,   number  of  this  journal  we  had  occasion  to 
say  as  follows  in  regard  to  summer  resorts  : 

**Four  places  usually  command  attention — the  farm-house,  the  sea- 
shore, the  mountains,  and  the  watering-place.  The  first  insures  quiet 
with  ordinary  home  comforts,  but  the  farm  is  better  adapted  to  the 
farmer  than  to  town-folk,  and  is  generally  too  well  filled  to  receive  ad- 
ditional visitors.  The  sea-shore  draws  immense  ciowds,  but  to  the 
vast  majority  its  advantages  are  overbalanced  by  its  discomforts  and 
defects.  Sea  air  and  mosquitoes  are  not  to  be  divorced  from  each 
other  by  mortal  power.  No  power  of  avoiding  damp  beds,  or  pro- 
curing dry  cigars  by  smokers,  has  been  successfully  developed  as  yet. 
Drainage  is  notpriously  defective  at  any  sea-side  resort,  and  in  pulmo 
nary  complaints  the  sea  air  is  not  adapted  to  the  necessities  of  such 
cases,  although  hotel-keepers,  and  those  pecuniarily  interested,  are  dis 
posed  to  argue  to  the  contrary.  The  watering  place  has  its  advantages 
and  its  disadvantages.  A  deficient  cuisine,  too  large  a  crowd  for  com- 
fort, and  too  much  dissipation  in  the  way  of  continued  gaiety  and 
amusement.     The  mountains  offer,  on  the  whole,  adjuncts  not  obtain - 
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able  elsewhere.  In  selecting  a  mountain  resort  it  is  essential  that  the 
merits  of  its  air,  water  and  hygiene  be  carefully  inspected.  A  defect 
in  any  one  of  them  is  condemnatory  of  its  claims,  no  matter  how  cred- 
itable its  remaining  features  may  be. 

**  Now,  the  Cumberland  Mountain  Plateau  peculiarly  abounds  in  re- 
sorts which  [>ossess  to  the  full  every  essential  that  nature  is  asked  to 
supply.  A  vast  elevated  table-land,  gently  undulating,  abundantly 
supplied  with  pure  and  wholesome  water,  with  a  soil  dry  and  naturally 
well  drained,  yet  somewhat  thin  and  not  very  productive,  but  capable, 
with  the  aid  of  artificial  fertilizers,  of  producing  almost  every  vegeta- 
ble growth  whatever  to  please  the  three  senses  of  sight,  smell,  and 
taste,  and  all  this  at  an  aUitude  of  more  than  2,300  feet  above  the  sea- 
level,  overlooking  a  series  of  entrancing  valleys  and  distant  peaks  of 
towering  ranges,  it  possesses  an  atmosphere  which,  for  purity,  cannot 
be  excelled;  a  most  happy  medium  of  neither  to  dry  nor  too  moist, 
and  not  too  hot  nor  too  cold,  stimulating  from  the  ozone  it  character- 
istically possesses,  yet  free  from  exciting  qualities,  it  is  typically  fitted 
for  the  invalid  of  the  most  varied  type.*' 

The  late  Dr.  E.  M.  Wight,  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  in  a  very 
excellent  paper  read  before  the  State  Medical  Society,  which  we  re- 
printed in  thi^s  journal  in  the  early  part  of  1884,  described  this  won- 
derful plateau  as  ''a  land  and  a  people  without  consumption.'' 

We  had  occasion  during  the  past  month  to  attend  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Tennessee  Press  Association,  which  was  held  at  Monieagle. 
A  very  pleasant  ride  in  the  comfortable  palatial  coaches,  and  over  the 
smooth  track  of  the  N.,  C.  and  St.  L.  Railroad,  of  about  three  hours, 
through  a  beatifully  diversified  and  highly  interesting  country,  brought 
us  to  Cowan,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  where  the  main  track 
tunnels  under  the  mountain  on  its  way  to  Chattanooga  and  the  East. 
Here  our  coach  was  attached  to  a  mountain  train  of  the  Tennessee 
Coal  and  Iron  Co.,  and  after  a  winding  course  of  about  fifteen  miles — 
which  occupied  nearly  an  hour,  although  from  the  beautiful  and  in- 
teresting scenery  it  seemed  but  a  few  moments — we  were  disembarked 
at  the  Monteagle  Hotel,  on  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

The  Monteagle  Hotel  is  a  new,  commodious,  and  well-ventilated 
two-story  building,  with  large,  airy  halls  traversing  the  interior,  and 
wide,  spacious  verandas  on  the  outside,  and  capable  of  comfortably 
accommodating  about  four  hundred  guests.  It  is  under  the  manage 
ment  of  the  Monteagle  Assembly  Association. 
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The  Assembly  is  a  chartered  institution,  under  the  control  of  a  Board 
of  Trustees  chosen  by  the  members  from  the  diflferent  denominations 
represented  in  the  membership.  The  by-laws  provide  for  four  trustees 
from  each  denomination  represented.  From  this  number  are  chosen 
annually  a  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  an  Executive  Com- 
mittee. The  services  of  these  officers  are  gratuitous.  The  constitu- 
tion provides  that  all  money  received  by  the  Assembly  shall  be  ex- 
pended for  the  benefit  of  the  Assembly.  It  is  an  organization  the  ob. 
ject  of  which  is  tp  furnish  a  summer  resort  free  from  frivolity  and  dis- 
sipation, and  at  the  same  time  furnish  entertainment,  instruction,  and 
recreation,  of  the  most  refining  and  elevating  character. 

There  are  in  our  land  thousands  of  families  who  want  a  place  where 
they  will  find  entertainment  that  will  both  benefit  and  edify.  This 
deep  and  long-felt  want  is  met  and  the  demand  supplied  by  the  Mont- 
eagle  Assembly.  Here  in  a  pure,  life-giving  atmosphere  and  delight- 
ful climate  they  can  spend  their  summers,  and  find  instructive  enter- 
tainment and  amusement  of  every  kind.  The  programme  offers  lect- 
ures, concerts,  social  gatherings,  religious  instruction,  and  a  summer 
school  under  the  control  of  the  foremost  teachers  of  the  country. 
The  need  of  such  schools  and  normal  training  is  admitted  by  all,  and 
this  summer  school  offers  to  the  teachers  of  the  South  a  course  of  in- 
struction equal  to  any  in  the  United  States. 

Persons  coming  to  Monteagle  can  either  stop  at  the  hotel,  find  pleas- 
ant boarding-houses  in  the  village,  or  stay  on  the  grounds.  There 
•they  will  find  ample  accommodations  in  either  of  the  Teachers'  Homes, 
the  cottages,  or  tents. 

The  late  Prof  W.  K.  Bowling,  M.D.,  L.L.D.,  said  of  Monteagle: 
**  After  spending  a  part  of  two  summers  on  the  Cumberland  Plateau, 
in  the  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  most  suitable  spot  for  a  permanent 
summer  home,  I,  in  1876,  selected  that  whereon  I  have  summered 
ever  since.  It  stands  just  eight  hundred  yards  from  the  present  Mont- 
eagle Hotel  and  Assembly  grounds.  It  is  on  the  highest  point  of  the 
plateau  and  enjoys  the  best  possible  natural  drainage.  Pure  freestone 
water  from  the  emboweled  white  sand  exists  in  wasteful  abundance, 
and  iron-water,  cold  and  strong,  is  everywhere  its  neighbor.  The 
scenery  of  the  *  jump-offs '  at  each  side  of  the  plateau,  here  five  miles 
wide,  is  grand  and  magnificent,  while  the  surface,  presenting  a  series 
of  open  parks,  with  luxuriant  grass  and  a  bewildering  profusion  of 
wild  flowers,  with  roads  where  mud  is  unknown,   irresistibly  invites 
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wheels  and  horse  power.  Nature,  by  every  sign  intelligence  can  in- 
terpret, has  marked  the  place  for  a  great  sanitarium ;  it  is  for  the  wis- 
dom of  man  to  recognize  and  enjoy  her  beneficence." 

T.  A.  Atchison,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medicaand  Therapeu- 
tics in  the  Medical  Department  of  Vanderbilt  University,  and  ex- 
President  of  the  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health,  has  equally  satis- 
ractory  views  in  regard  to  it     He  says : 

**  This  place  combines  all  the  conditions  of  a  sanitarium  for  the  res- 
toration from  all  diseases  of  malnutrition,  nervous  debility,  insomnia, 
and  consumption.  The  elevation  of  2,200  feet  above  the  sea-level 
places  it  above  malaria  and  the  dust  and  smoke  of  busy  marts.  The 
temperature  is  cool  and  bracing,  the  atmosphere  pure,  exhilarating, 
and  tonic,  the  soil  sandy  and  dry,  the  scenery  picturesque  and  grand, 
society  refined  and  cultured,  hotel  accommodations  of  the  best.  Care- 
ful investigation  reveals  the  astonishing  fact  that  consumption  is  un- 
known among  the  natives  of  the  Cumberland  Plateau.  (See  Report 
of  Prof.  J.  M.  SaflFord,  2d  Vol.  State  Board  of  Health  of  Tennessee.) 
This  fact  m  ly  well  challenge  the  attention  of  those  who  have  reason  to 
fear  that  dread  disease.  The  founders  of  the  great  University  of  the 
South  worked  wiser  than  they  knew  when  they  located  that  institution 
on  the  mountains.  Perhaps  no  school  on  the  continent  will  show  so 
small  a  per  cent,  of  absenteeism  from  sickness  as  this.  Delicate 
youths  rapidly  develop  into  sturdy  manhood.  From  all  the  facts  in 
my  possession,  fortified  by  my  own  observation,  I  feel  justified  in  say- 
ing that  the  dwellers  in  the  North,  alike  with  the  dwellers  in  the  South, 
will  find  at  Monteagle  the  climate  and  meteorological  conditions  most 
favorable  for  health." 

We  regret  that  the  scope  of  our  journal  does  not  permit  us  to  give  a 
more  extended  description  of  this  true  Arcadian  Hygeia.  Its  tem- 
perature, its  purity  of  atmosphere  and  water,  the  dryness  of  its  soil, 
its  thorough  drainage,  the  land  sloping  off  gradually  on  either  side 
until  we  find  the  precipitous  descent  at  Table  Rock  or  Forest  Point  on 
the  one  side,  looking  down  into  Pelham  Valley,  with  Cowan,  Man- 
Chester,  McMinville,  and  other  Middle  Tennessee  towns  and  villages 
visible  to  the  naked  eye ;  and  at  Alpine  View,  but  little  farther  on  the 
other  side,  the  vision  takes  in  the  beautiful  sweep  of  Sequatchie  Val- 
ley, with  the  many  distant  mountain  chains  and  peaks  beyond.  Its 
natural  attractions  are  most  numerous  and  varied,  and  we  can  most 
earnestly  and  heartily  commend  it  as  possessing  more  of  the  requisite 
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and  necessary  attractions,  and  fewer  of  the  unavoidable  detractions, 
than  the  locality  of  any  summer  resort  on  this  continent. 

In  conclusion,  we  say  Hurrah  for  AfonUaglel  and  advise  our  readers 
to  write  to  Mr.  John  D.  Anderson,  Secretary,  at  Monteagle,  Tenn., 
or  R.  R.  Reppard,  President  of  the  Association,  for  a  copy  of  the 
Mbnieagfe  Annual,  which  will  give  full  and  detailed  information  in  re- 
gard to  its  many  advantages. 

«.««»,»- 

OH!    MY!    MY!!    MY!!!    HOW  DISINTERESTED;  HOW 

WINNING ! 

Poplar  Spring,  Tenn.,  July  9,  1886. 
Dr.  Duncan  Eve,  NaskvUU^  Tenn,  : 

My  Dear  Doctor — Enclosed  find  a  letter  that  I  received  to-day. 
Should  the  writer  be  of  note,  please  anwer  for  me  in  any  way  you 
please.  If  you  think  best,  answer  through  the  Southern  Practi- 
tioner. You  are  at  liberty  to  use  my  name  any  way  you  please. 
Charlie  will  be  in  College  early  in  October.  Let  me  hear  from  you 
soon.     Yours  very  truly,  E.  D.  Bostick,  M.D. 

No.  22  N.  Summer  Street,  ) 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  July  i,  1886.  j 
£>r,  E,  D.  Bostick: 

Dear  Sir — ^You  may  be  surprised  to  receive  a  letter  from  a  stranger, 
but  I  am  constrained  to  write  from  the  following  reason,  f .  ^  ,  I  had 
known  your  son  Charles  while  at  school  in  Maury  County,  and  when 
I  met  him  here  at  Medical  College,  naturally  took  an  interest  in  him. 
Finding  he  had  connected  himself  with  the  **  Nashville  Medical  Col- 
lege, Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee,"  I  asked 
why  he  did  so,  as  the  old  school,  or  "Nashville  University,"  or 
*'  Medical  Department  of  Nashville  University,"  had  a  much  abler 
corps  of  professors,  and  was  a  much  more  reputable  school. "  He  re- 
plied that  you  had  graduated  at  that  school  a  good  many  years  ago, 
and  you  desired  him  to  have  a  diploma  from  your  **  Alma  Mater." 
I  saw  at  once  that  he  had  been  deceived,  as  many  others  are,  by  the 
sharpers  of  the  new  school.  The  *  *  Nashville  Medical  College  "  had 
its  birth  just  nine  years  ago,  and  a  puny  offspring  it  was,  and  its  nine 
years'  of  growth  has  not  added  much  to  its  strength.  Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve 
became  offended  with  the  faculty  of  the  old  school,  and  resolved  to 
start  a  school  of  his  own.  He  took  out  the  charter  about  nine  years 
ago ;  but  during  the  first  session  the  old  man  died.     His  son  Duncan, 
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who  had  really  been  the  head  and  shoulders  of  the  institution,  has 
continued  it  since  under  many  difficulties.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me 
to  compare  the  old  and  new  institutions.  I  send  you  catalogue  of  the 
old  school,  and  if  you  know  any  thing  about  the  professors  in  it,  you 
can  judge  for  yourself. 

'  I  hope  you  will  take  this  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  is  written.  I  de- 
sire simply  to  correct  the  false  impression  purposely  made  on  your  son 
last  winter,  and  if  you  desire  him  to  be  honored  with  a  diploma  from 
your  ''Alma  Mater,"  he  must  matriculate  with  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Nashville. 

If  I  can  be  of  any  service  to  your  son,  let  me  know. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  W.  Winn,  M.  D. 

The  above  letter  came  into  our  possession  July  12,  1886.  Who 
is  Dr.  C.  W.  Winn,  and 

"  Upon  what  meat  doth  this  our  Cwsar  feed. 
That  he  has  grown  so  great?" 

Dr.  Winn  prefaces  his  letter  with  the  information  that  he  is  a  stranger 
to  Dr.  E.  D  Bostick  (who  is  a  graduate  of  the  Nashville  Medical  Col- 
lege, Medical  Department  University  of  Tennessee),  but  has  a  school 
acquaintance  with  his  son.  The  puissant  Doctor  could  find  strangers 
to  him  nearer  home,  but  we  must  be  charitable  enough  to  belidve  that 
the  milk  of  human  kindness  suddenly  boiled  over.  Certainly  there 
could  be  no  element  of  interest  in  thus  writing  to  a  stranger  about  a 
matter  in  which  he  was  not  consulted.  He  wondered  why  the  young 
man  attended  his  first  course  in  the  Nashville  Medical  College,  as  the 
'* old  school"  (Medical  Department  of  the  University  of  Nashville 
and  Vanderbilt  University)  contained  a  much  abler  corps  of  teachers. 
We  would  be  far  from  detracting  from  the  reputation  of  the  faculty  of 
that  time-honored  school,  but  when  thus  put  upon  the  defensive,  do 
not  propose  that  Dr.  Winn,  from  his  high  pedestal,  shall  act  as  censor 
of  the  abilities  of  the  faculty  of  the  Nashville  Medical  College  (Med- 
ical Department  of  the  University  of  Tennessee).  Two  of  its  mem- 
bers, at  least,  have  been  honored  with  the  highest  position  in  the  gift 
of  the  American  profession,  viz..  Presidents  of  the  American  Medical 
Association.  What  a  pity  that  Dr.  Winn  at  that  time  was  not  out  of 
his  swaddling  clothes,  that  he  might  have  been  able  to  advise  the  Na- 
tional Medical  Association  of  the  great  impropriety  of  its  action ! 

He  was  deceived  by  sharpers  of  the  new  school. 
"  O  wad  some  power  the  giftie  gie  us 
To  see  ourselveB  as  others  see  us." 
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We  were  not  aware  that  there  were  any  sharpers  connected  with  what 
Dr.  Winn  is  pleased  to  call  **  the  new  school" ;  at  least  they  have  never 
demonstrated  it  by  writing  disinterested  letters  to  strangers  in  the  en- 
deavor to  divert  students  from  the  old  school.  Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve  did 
not  have  a  difficulty  with  the  faculty  of  the  old  school  at  the  time  of 
his  leaving  them ;  did  not  establish  the  new  school,  but  became  con- 
nected with  it  after  its  organization.  His  son,  Dr.  Duncan,  //  under 
difficulties,  has,  with  the  able  assistance  of  his  colleagues  and  the  gen 
erous  patronage  of  the  profession,  increased  its  classes  from  thirty-four 
the  first  session  to  i8i  the  session  recently  closed. 

Is  it  not  presumable  that  Dr.  Bostick,  having  attended  lectures  and 
graduated  at  the  new  school,  had  sufficient  intelligence  to  pursue  his 
own  wishes  in  this  matter  without  the  gratuitous  advice  of  disinterested 
Dr.  Winn  ? 

A  faculty  of  secondary  ability — Eve,  professor  in  five  of  the  best 
schools  of  the  South  and  West,  honored  by  both  civil  and  military 
powers,  not  only  in  America,  but  Europe  ;  Bowling,  the  greatest  mas- 
ter of  the  profession  in  the  South  and  West,  and  today  has  a  larger 
following  in  the  profession  than  any  man  south  of  the  Alleghanies ; 
Lindsley,  Buchanan,  Blackie,  Jones,  Wight,  Dow,  have  at  least  a 
reputation  coextensive  with  that  of  Dr.  Winn. 

"  Begot  by  butchers,  yet  by  bishops  bred, 
How  high  His  Honor  holds  his  haughty  head. ' 


The  Southern  Dental  Association  met  in  its  eighteenth  annual 
session,  in  Nashville,  on  Thursday,  July  27th  ult.  The  meeting  has 
been  reasonably  well  attended.  Among  the  prominent  gentlemen 
present  were  W.  C.  Wardlaw,  of  Augusta,  President;  R.  A.  HoUiday. 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Secretary;  B  H.  Catching,  of  Adanta,  Ga.,  editor 
of  the  Southern  Dental  Journal-,  J.  J.  R.  Patrick,  of  Illinois;  W.  W. 
H.  Thackston,  of  Virginia;  G.  F.  S.  Wright,  of  South  Carolina;  E. 
A.  Chisholm,  of  Alabama;  H.  J.  McKellops,  of  Missouri,  and  others. 
The  dental  profession  of  Nashville  was  ably  represented  by  Drs.  R. 
Russell,  W.  H.  Morgan,  J.  Y.  Crawford,  J.  C.  Ross,  J.  C.  Frank- 
lin,  R.  B.  Lees,  R.  R.  Freeman,  and  others. 

The  papers  and  discussions  have  been  of  more  than  ordinary  inter- 
est, and  we  regret  that  we  have  not  time  or  space  to  make  a  more  ex- 
tended notice  of  this  meeting  of  distinguished  and  able  Southern 
dentists. 
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Carnrick's  Soluble  Food  :  Not  long  since  I  had  brought  to  me  a 
child  of  six  months,  suffering  from  the  following  symptoms : 

Constipation,  at  times  irregular  action  of  bowels,  regurgitation  of 
food  and  an  asthmatic  cough.  Its  mouth  was  full  of  thrush  sores,  and 
its  appearance  one  of  poor  nourishment. 

It  had  been  given  a  number  of  Infants'  Foods  in  vain,  one  of  which 
I  prescribed  myself. 

By  means  of  mild  medication,  directed  towards  the  cough  and 
stomach,  something  was  accomplished.  Finally  I  gave  '*Carnrick's 
Soluble  Food,"  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  havivg  it  retained,  and  at 
last  accounts  the  child  was  doing  nicely. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  this  food  is  worthy  of  attention  on  the  part  of 
the  profession. 

It  recommends  itself  in  that  it  contains  caseine,  rendered  soluble  by 
pancreatine,  starch  converted  into  dextrine  and  maltose.  Hence  it  re- 
quires but  little  preparation,  and  that  is  so  simple,  mistakes  cannot  occur* 

It  requires  no  addition  of  milk. 

It  has  the  advantages  and  none  of  the  disadvantages  of  the  many 
foods  now  in  the  market,  and  forms  a  nearly  physiological  substitute 
for  mother's  milk.  Very  truly, 

St.  Paul,  June  i,  1886.  C.  F.  Denny. 


WANTED. 

A  graduate  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New 
York,  who  has  in  addition  taken  a  post  graduate  course,  as  well  as 
special  course  on  gynaecology  and  surgery  at  the  New  York  Polyclinic, 
and  who  has  been  in  active  practice  for  ten  years,  is  desirous  of  chang- 
ing his  location.  Would  prefer  purchasing  an  interest  with  a  well- 
established  physician  in  Nashville  or  Louisville.  Address  **  Physi- 
cian," care  Southern  Practitioner,  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Tasteless  Quinine. — See  the  advertisement  of  Sweet  Emulsion  of 
Quinine.  The  claims  made  by  the  manufacturers  of  this  preparation 
can  be  relied  on.  It  is  not  only  free  from  disagreeable  taste,  but  pos- 
sesses all  the  valuable  properties  of  the  alkaloid.  The  quinia  is  per- 
fectly soluble  in  the  stomach,  and  just  as  good  effects  may  be  antic- 
ipated with  the  same  degree  of  certainty  as  if  the  other  preparation 
were  used. 
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ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BEFORE  BEDFORD  COUNTY 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


BY 

TH06.   LIPSCOMB,  M.D.,   8HBLBYVILLB,  TBNN. 


Gentlemen  of  Bedford  Gonnty  Medical  Society:  As  introduc- 
tory to  the  remarks  which  I  may  sabmit  for  yoar  consideration, 
I  woald  congratalate  yon  on  your  success  in  reorganizing  and  re- 
vivifying Bedford  County  Medical  Society,  with  fair  prospects  of 
continuance,  and  with  the  production  of  good  results. 

In  the  remarks  which  I  may  submit,  I  trust  you  will  kindly 
receive  them ;  for  although  they  are  plainly  spoken,  they  are 
kindly  intended,  not  for  offending  or  wounding  the  feelings  of 
any,  but  with  a  faint  hope  of  doing  some  little  good  to  my  young 
friends  who  may  honor  me  with  their  presence ;  and  may  If  at 
onoe  inquire  of  you,  gentlemen,  what  are  your  aims  and  objects 
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in  the  formation  of  this  societj,  what  the  necessity  for  it,  and 
what  advantages  or  benefits  do  you  anticipate  to  yourselves,  to 
patients,  to  patrons,  or  to  the  general  public  from  its  mainten- 
ance? 

In  the  progress  of  my  remarks  I  may  attempt  an  answer  to 
these  several  inquiries;  and,  firsb,  I  will  say  that  you  design 
mutual  improvement,  reciprocal  benefits,  to  know  each  other  bet- 
ter personally  and  professionally,  the  cultivation  of  kind  and 
fraternal  feelings  toward  each  other  as  members  of  the  same  pro- 
fession, more  frequent  and  less  restrained  communication  with 
each  other,  resulting  in  a  comparison  of  ideas  on  special  or  gen- 
eral subjects  within  the  wide  and  diversified  range  of  medical 
science. 

Such  interviews  suggest  thoughts,  thoughts  suggest  inquiries, 
which  lead  to  practical  investigation  of  the  subjects  discussed ; 
you  become  wiser  and  better  qualified  to  discharge  the  very  re- 
sponsible duties  devolving  on  you  as  practitioners. 

As  to  the  necessity  for  such  an  organization,  is  not  that  a  self- 
evident  truth,  '^  In  union  there  is  strength  ?  '^  Or  do  any  of  yon 
indulge  a  feeling  of  self-sufficiency,  entire  competency  to  control 
disease  in  all  of  its  protean  forms  and  complications,  to  discharge 
with  credit  to  ourselves,  or  success  to  our  patients,  all  of  the 
varied  and  pressing  duties  that  often  so  suddenly  devolve  on  us? 
I  trust  not;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  most  thoroughly  cultivated, 
and  those  who  have  had  the  largest  experience,  are  often  made  to 
feel  their  inadequacy  to  the  task  before  them,  and  anxiously  ex- 
claim, *^  Who  is  sufficient  for  these  things  ?"  Unfortunately,  we 
sometimes  witness  ignorance  and  presumption  joined  hand  in 
hand,  while  true  wisdom  is  often  veiled  by  extreme  modesty. 

In  a  farther  consideration  of  this  subject  we  will  attempt  a 
reply  or  answer  to  the  question.  What  advantages  are  anticipated 
by  this  society  to  their  patrons  or  patients  from  this  organization? 
It  is  self  evident  that  these  advantages  to  patrons  or  patients, 
although  vitally  important,  must  result  secondarily,  or  through 
you,  their  medical  advisora.  This  patent  fact  will  devolve  npon 
me  the  duty  of  recurring  more  fully  to  a  delineation  of  the  phy- 
sician, his  character,  qualifications,  duties,  etc.      Here  considera- 
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tions  the  most  important,  and  questions  the  most  solemn,  are 
brought  to  view.  The  physician  should  be  a  man  of  pure  morals, 
unblemished  character,  firm  will ;  cautious  yet  brave  and  fearless, 
prompt  to  act  when  dangers  threaten,  and  grave  duties  must  be 
performed ;  calm  and  self-possessed  amid  dangers  that  appall  and 
unman  all  others,  yet  kind  and  gentle  as  a  woman  in  his  inter- 
course with  the  sick  and  dying,  as  well  as  prompt,  energetic,  and 
conscientious  in  meeting  every  emergency.  He  should  possess 
physical  capabilities  that  will  enable  him  to  endure  more  and 
work  harder  and  longer,  uncomplainingly,  than  any  other  man. 
Yea,  be  tireless  and  insensible  to  fatigue  and  exhaustion  while 
any  duties  remain  to  be  discharged.  He  should  possess  a  strong, 
well-balanced  mind,  quick  perception,  sound  judgment,  with 
ability  to  correctly  interpret  symptoms,  and  logically  arrive  at 
correct  conclusions  as  to  the  therapeutic  indications  of  his  pa- 
tient, as  well  as  regimen  and  hygienic  regulations. 

As  to  literary  or  acquired  qualifications  of  the  physician,  I 
cannot  be  very  definite,  as  so  much  depends  upon  the  individual 
man,  as  to  his  success,  the  peculiar  mental,  constitution,  etc. 

It  seems  to  us  that  some,  if  not  a  great  many  men,  were  not 
mentally  constituted  for  physicians,  and  that  no  amount  of  edu- 
cational training  would  insure  them  success.  Hence,  we  see  so 
large  a  percentage  of  those  who  study  medicine  and  graduate, 
soon  realize  their  lack  of  natural  adaptation  to  the  profession,  and 
abandon  it  promptly,  while  we  see  others  with  very  meager  and 
inadequate  literary  training  succeed  with  credit  to  themselves  and 
benefit  to  those  for  whom  they  labor.  Shall  we  infer  from  this 
that  some  are  born  physicians,  and  without  preliminary  training 
may  at  once  assume  the  difficult,  arduous,  and  responsible  duties 
of  the  practitioner  ?  By  no  means.  Although  some  have  thus 
acted,  illustrating  the  axiom  that  ''  fools  rush  in  where  angels 
scarce  dare  to  tread/'  let  us  recommend  t/>  those  wishing  to 
become  members  of  the  profession  to  make  their  preliminary 
training  as  extensive  as  possible.  Having  an  eye  to  what  is  ex- 
pected of  physicians,  as  well  as  the  educational  facilities  of  this 
favored  age,  in  connection  with  the  vastly  extended  field  of  med- 
icine, we  may  say  that  if  possible  each  medical  student  should  be 
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a  good  English  scholar.  He  shoald  also  anderstand  Latin  and 
Greek,  and  (if  he  can  possibly  afford  it)  the  French  and  German 
languages.  This  necessary  mental  training  will  greatly  facilitate 
the  succeeding  acquisition  of  knowledge,  by  expanding  and 
strengthening  the  mind,  enabling  him  the  more  easily  to  grasp 
and  comprehend  facts  and  principles  as  the  mind  traverses  the 
extended  domain  of  medical  science* 

Thus  facts  and  principles  industriously  culled  from  the  ele- 
mentary department  of  medicine  will  be  wisely  utilized  as  a  sure 
foundation  on  which  the  accurate,  scientific  physician  may  build 
a  glorious  superstructure,  which  shall  prove  a  lasting  memorial 
of  such  as  were  willing,  by  self-denial,  pains-taking  toil,  in  pre- 
paratory studies  to  thoroughly  prepare  for  the  great  work,  with 
its  fearful  responsibilities,  they  expected  to  assume.  Even  at 
the  expense  of  several  years'  lielay,  young  gentlemen,  ponder 
what  I  say;  for  such  time  is  not  lost,  but  will  yield  you  an  abund- 
ant harvest  of  good  fruits. 

I  will  here  state  another  fact  of  which  you  are  not  aware  in 
illustration  of  the  benefits  of  mental  training.  Two  of  the 
brifi:htest  luminaries  and  most  profound  jurists  who  have  ever 
adorned  the  bar  of  Tennessee  studied  medicine  thoroughly,  in- 
tending to  practice  it  as  their  profession,  before  studying  law. 
I  allude  to  the  late  Chief  Justice  Nicholson  and  Hon.  Wm.  F. 
Cooper,  still  an  honored  member  of  the  Supreme  Bench.  Think 
you  that  the  time  devoted  to  the  8tudy  of  medicine  by  those 
justly  distinguished  men  was  lost  or  thrown  away?  By  no 
means;  but  let  us  rather  infer  that  the  cultivation  of  the  differ- 
ent faculties,  of  memory,  perception,  reason,  minute  and  patient 
analysis,  necessary  to  the  comprehension  of  medicine  so  ex- 
pounded and  strengthened  their  intellects  as  to  very  materially 
aid  them  in  the  attainment  of  their  great  eminence  as  jurists. 

Any  remarks  as  to  the  duties  of  physicians  must  be  brief,  as 
our  admirable  Code  of  Ethics  is  so  full  on  this  head  as  to  leave 
but  little  necessity  or  room  for  any  thing  additional.  I  think  he 
should  be  appreciative  of  neatness  and  good  taste;  if  plain,  yet 
his  person  and  apparel  should  be  clean  and  neat.  His  condact 
and  conversation  should  be  gentle,  courteous,  frank,  kind,  chaste, 
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and  truth  Ally  keeping  far  aloof  from  profanity,  valgarity,  or  ten- 
dency to  smat  in  the  sick-room.  He  should  be  patient  to  hear 
details  from  the  sick,  giving,  such  encouragement  only  as  truth 
authorizes,  eschewing  dissimulation  and  duplicity  in  his  inter- 
course with  the  sick.  He  should  fully  realize  the  responsibility 
of  his  avocation,  and  that  in  practicing  medicine  we  are  attempt- 
ing to  regulate  a  deranged  yet  most  intricate  machine,  instinct 
with  life,  on  the  preservation  of  which  the  most  momentous — yea, 
eternal— -consequences  depend,  and  with  which  life  the  suppoi*t, 
the  happiness,  the  very  being  of  many  others  is  bound  up.  Then 
how  careful,  how  thorough,  should  be  his  preparation  for  the  in- 
telligent and  prompt  discharge  of  every  duty  !  How  self-sacrific- 
ing, and  earnest  should  be  his  efforts  to  improve  each  passing 
moment,  and  how  eager  to  utilize  every  means  of  increasing  his 
knowledge  and  multiplying  his  resources,  that  he  may  be  the  bet- 
ter prepared  for  those  pressing  emergencies  that  so  suddenly  con- 
front him  !  The  duties  of  our  profession  are  grave  and  most  re- 
sponsible, and  the  preparation  for  their  discharge  should  be  thor- 
ough and  ample.  We  have  no  time  to  squander  or  kill.  Secur- 
ing membership  in  this  society  brings  us  into  close  contact,  and 
intimate  and  kind  communication  with  our  brethren,  when  by 
free  and  unreserved  expression  of  opinion,  and  the  discussion  of 
appropriate  subjects,  mutual  benefit  as  well  as  individual  advan- 
tage results.  The  language  of  inspiration  sustains  us;  '^for  as 
iron  sharpeneth  iron,  so  does  the  face  of  man  his  friend.^'  Then 
why  should  not  each  physician  in  the  county  gladly  embrace  such 
opportunities  for  self-improvement.  If  any  are  so  wise,  so  thor- 
oughly equipped  for  their  work,  as  not  to  need  any  additional 
wisdom,  let  them,  in  the  spirit  of  true  beneficence,  cast  their  lot 
with  us  who  are  less  fortunate,  that  our  needs  may  be  supplied 
fit>m  their  superabundance.  There  may  be  some  of  the  opposite 
class  who  may  make  the  really  sad  mistake  of  failing  to  become 
members  from  conscious  ignorance,  which  may  be  the  result  of 
injudicious,  of  inadequate  preparation  as  students,  or  of  neglect 
of  reading  since  becoming  practitioners  of  medicine,  so  that  they 
are  lagging  behind  their  cotemporaries,  holding  on  to  the  pm>- 
fession  by  the  tail,  as  it  were.      Either  case  is  deplorable,  but 
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not  hopeless.  Let  such  an  one  open  his  eyes  and  look  at  his  sur- 
roundings, and  right  about  at  onoe;  be  honest  with  himself,  hon- 
est with  his  patients,  and  no  longer  content  to  grope  in  darkness 
and  ignorance  in  attempting  the  discharge  of  duties  of  the  most 
grave  and  momentous  import  that  ever  devolved  on  mortal  man. 
If  there  are  any  thus  unfortunately  situated,  let  them  arouse  and 
be  no  longer  content  to  remain  in  thai  darkness,  Ijet  them  oome 
to  the  light,  ready  thinkf  cultivate  more  friendly  relations  with  your 
more  fortunate  brethren  in  the  profession.  In  so  doing  become 
members  of  this  society;  confer  with  the  members,  listen  to  the 
discussions,  and  reading  of  essays,  and  the  darkness  with  which  you 
have  been  so  long  enshrouded  will  gradually  recede,  and  be  suc- 
ceeded by  light,  replete  with  intelligence  and  conscious  improve- 
ment. What  more  potent  stimulant  to  efPort,  or  stronger  incen- 
tive to  duty,  can  be  placed  before  any  man  than  to  bring  him  in 
frequent  contact  and  association  with  others  of  the  same  profes- 
sion who  are  manifestly  bis  superiors  in  wisdom  and  professional 
attainments?  If  such  surroundings  fail  to  incite  a  spirit  of 
emulation,  and  to  arouse  additional  and  new  desires  for  improve- 
ment and  increase  of  knowledge  in  a  member  who  has  hitherto 
lagged  behind  in  the  profession,  I  should  say  there  is  no  man- 
hood in  him,  and  I  fear  his  case  is  hopeless. 

Another  reason,  and  the  last  that  I  shall  recur  to,  why  all  the 
physicians  of  Bedford  county  should  become  members  of  this 
society  is  this:  Each  and  every  one  of  us  have  an  interest,  and 
a  duty  involved  in  supporting  our  profession,  in  maintaining  its 
honor,  its  purity,  and  respectability. 

I  will  read  an  extract  from  an  address  delivered  before  the 
Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  just  as  applicable  to  this  society, 
forcibly  bearing. on  our  subject:  ^"Certainly  almost  every  phy- 
sician in  the  State  who,  during  the  last  fifty  years,  has  contributed 
to  the  literature  or  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  profession  will 
be  found  enrolled  a  member  of  our  society.  Should  not  every 
physician  who  pretends  to  practice  medicine  reflect  seriously 
whether  he  can  aiFord  not  to  be  a  member  of  this  society  ?      Let 

^Address  of  A.  B.  Tadlock,  M.D.,  President  of  Tennessee  Medical  Society. 
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DO  one  entertain  the  idea  for  a  moment^  in  this  day  of  popular 
edacation  and  emancipated  intelligence^  that  his  is  an  isolated 
life-path,  which  must  shun  others  if  it  lead  him  to  success. 

''False  the  aim  and  contemptible  the  life  of  a  parasite  that 
seeks  and  only  expects  prosperity  in  the  defeat  or  injury  of 
others.  Believe  it,  for  it  is  true,  respect  from  confreres  in  any 
calling  or  profession  is  a  tower  of  strength  among  the  people, 
and  is  the  higher  way  to  success  in  life.  A  physician  here  is 
recognized  as  always  being  a  student  while  he  is  a  physician ;  a 
student,  too,  who  never  reaches  the  orthodox  faith  and  belief 
which  teaches  that  further  scientific  study  is  useless,'  heterdoxy, 
and  wasted  sweetness  on  the  desert  air.  We  have  in  our  society 
members  of  fifty  years'  experience  who  can  judge  beat  of  the 
comparative  advantages,  medically,  of  the  progressive  past,  the 
aggressive  present,  and  the  majestic  future.  They  have  not  for- 
gotten how  and  what  it  was  they  learned  in  pupilage,  and  having 
been  students  ever  since,  they  are  not  now  strangers  to  the  med- 
ical status  of  to-day,  and  hence,  no  doubt,  they  see  more  vividly 
the  significance  of  the  progress  which  they  have  enjoyed  and 
laudably  labored  to  advance.  This  medical  liberation  and  im- 
provement is  best  practically  symbolized  in  the  difference  that 
others  have  experienced  in  exchanging  the  wick  and  taper  for 
the  electric  light  of  the  dynamo.  In  the  eyes  of  such  men,  med- 
ical worth  and  genius,  embalmed  in  the  memory  and  energizing 
to  greater  usefulness  by  precept  and  example,  have  more  real 
living  value  in  working  out  human  destiny  in  the  economy  of  the 
world  than  were  their  names  inscribed  on  princely  monuments 
of  marble  or  brass.'* 

The  whole  people,  although  not  aware  of  it, '  are  vitally 
interested  in  the  maintenance  of  the  honor  and  respectability 
of  the  medical  profession.  Then,  who  will  do  this  if  we 
do  not?  Through  what  other  medium  can  the  tide  of  em- 
piricism be  stemmed,  and  a  too  credulous  and  gullable  community 
be  afforded  any  protection  against  the  impudence  and  rapacity  of 
professional  mountebanks  ? 

To  you,  gentlemen,  who  have  reorganized  this  society  I  would 
say:  You  have  begun  a  good  work ;  persevere  in  it,  realizing  at 
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every  step  the  importance  and  responsibility  attaching  to  you. 

Be  diligent  students  of  books,  and  also  close  observers  of  nat- 
ure at  the  bedside,  that  you  may  thus  become  better  prepared  to 
meet  every  exigency,  and  shed  more  light  along  your  pathway 
on  others,  that  both  you  and  they  may  be  better  prepared  to  meet 
the  necessities  of  the  sick,  and  so  aid  nature  by  your  wise  and 
well-timed  efforts  as  to  be  instrumental  in  arresting  disease, 
bringing  back  the  glow  of  health  to  the  diseased,  and  supersed- 
ing fearful  anxiety,  if  not  despair,  with  bright  hopes  and  grate- 
ful joy. 

When  you  have  done  this,  you  have  only  done  your  duty,  and 
have  no  cause  for  vain  boasting  or  self-gratulation ;  but 
remember,  as  the  wise  and  good  Dr.  Watson  said,  "  It  is  Qod 
who  healeth  our  diseases  and  redeemeth  our  life  from  destruc- 
tion." 

■  •  > 

NASAL  AND  NA80-PHAYNGEAL   REFLEXES.* 


BY 


W.   CHEATHAM,  M.D.,  JX>U8VILLB. 

Lecturer  on  Diseases  of  Eye,  Ear,  and  Throat,  University  of  Louis- 
viUe,  LouisvUky  Kentucky. 


My  purpose  in  reading  this  paper  before  this  Association  is  not 
to  advance  any  thing  especially  new,  but  mainly  to  keep  before 
the  minds  of  the  profession  the  possibilities  of  these  reflexes, 
and  the  importance  of  their  investigation.  In  a  paper  read  by 
myself  August  6,  1886,  before  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of 
Louisville,  and  afterwards  published  in  the  Louisville  Medical 
News,  I  gave  very  thoroughly  the  different  advances  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  these  reflexes,  until  finally  it  has  reached  such  a 
point  as  to  be  second  to  no  other  advancement  made  in  medical 
science.  The  relief  promised  to  so-called  ''hay  fever"  sufferers 
alone  is  one  of  the  greatest  of  modern  discoveries.  In  consider- 
^  Bead  before  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society. 
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ing  this  subject  I  wish  to  state  that  I  accept  '^Sajou's'^  three 
essential  factors  iu  the  production  of  these  reflex  symptoms,  the 
first  of  which  is  an  external  irritant;  second,  a  predisposition 
(  from  nerve  exhaustion ,  or  many  other  causes)  on  the  part  of 
the  system  to  become  influenced  by  this  irritant;  third,  a  vulner* 
able  or  sensitive  area  through  which  the  system  becomes  in- 
fluenced by  the  irritant.  It  is  to  the  third  essential  factor  to 
which  I  particularly  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  members  of 
this  Association.  Let  the  irritant  be  what  it  may,  and  the  pre- 
disposing cause  be  what  it  may,  if  there  ip  a  vulnerable  point,  or 
what  18  called  a  '^  sensitive  area/'  locate  that  and  destroy  it.  We 
must  render  our  patients,  if  possible,  so  the  influence  of  the  first 
two  factors  will  be  nil.  The  first  factor,  the  ^^  irritant,^'  can  in  a 
majority  of  cases  be  gotten  rid  of  by  being  in  certain  localities. 
But  absence  from  business,  home,  and  friends,  loss  of  time  and 
money,  often  increase  the  second  factor  so  that  even  after  the  so- 
called  '^  hay  fever,  season  "  is  over,  the  waste  of  nerve  tissue  has 
been  so  great  as  to  render  the  good  effects  doubtful.  Let  us  consider 
the  distribution  of  the  nerves  of  the  nose,  and  their  connection 
with  other  nerves.  Meckel's,  or  the  spheno-palatine  ganglion,  is 
the  center  of  distribution  of  the  nasal  nerves. 

According  to  Gray,  this  ganglion  has  a  motor  root,  the  large 
petrosal  of  the  facial,  which  joins  the  vidian  nerve,  a  sympathetic 
root  from  the  carotid  plexus,  through  the  vidian  nerve,  and  a 
sensory  root  from  the  fifth  nerve.  The  branches  of  this  gan- 
glion Gray  divides  into  ascending,  internal,  and  posterior.  The 
ascending  branches  go  to  the  optic  nerve,  the  sixth  nerve,  and 
the  ophthalmic  ganglion.  The  ophthalmic  ganglion  gives  off  the 
short  ciliary  nerves  which  supply  the  ciliary  muscle  and  iris. 

The  internal  branches  supply  the  mucous  membrane  covering 
the  superior  and  middle  turbinated  bones,  that  lining  posterior 
ethmoidal  cells  and  the  upper  and  back  part  of  septum,  the 
mucous  membrane  behind  incisor  teeth,  and  some  branches  to  the 
septum.  The  posterior  branches  are  the  vidian  and  the  pterygo- 
palatine which  supply  the  lining  membrane  on  the  back  part  of 
the  roof  of  the  nose  and  septum,  the  end  of  the  eutachian  tube, 
and  the  pharynx  behind  the  eustachian  tube. 
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Again,  the  nasal  branch  of  the  ophthalmic  supplies  the  mucoas 
membrane  covering  the  forepart  of  the  septnm  of  the  nose,  the 
forepart  of  the  outer  wall  of  the  nares  as  far  as  the  inferior 
spongy  bone,  and  joins  the  facial  nerve.  It  gives  off  a  ganglionic 
branch  which  enters  the  ciliary  or  ophthalmic  ganglion,  also  the 
long  ciliary  qerves,  which  pass  on  to  the  ciliary  body  and  iris, 
with  the  infra-trochlear  branch  which  supplies  the  integument  of 
the  side  of  the  nose,  the  conjunctiva,  lachrymal  sac,  and  carun- 
oula  lachrymalis.  So  it  will  be  observed  that  the  nerve-supply 
of  the  nose  is  connected  with  the  whole  of  the  cephalic  portion 
of  the  sympathetic,  which  is  composed  of  the  ophthalmic, 
Meckel's,  otic,  and  sub-maxillary  ganglia,  and  through  tthe  vid- 
ian with  the  carotid  plexus.  It  is  also  connected  with  the  eighth 
pair  through  the  carotid  plexus,  the  eighth  pair  having  three 
branches,  namely,  the  glosso-pharyngeal,  the  pneumogastric,  and 
the  spinal  accessory. 

From  this  account  it  will  be  seen  that  the  nerve  connection 
between  the  lining  of  the  nasal  cavity  and  the  general  nerve 
system  is  as  intimate  as  that  of  any  other  organ  of  the  body ;  and 
if  this  be  true,  then  why  may  we  not  have  a  train  of  reflex 
symptoms  from  diseases  of  this  mucous  lining  analogous  to 
those  resulting  from  diseases  of  the  uterus,  glans  penis  and 
stomach  ? 

One  of  the  best  proofs  of  the  existence  of  these  sensitive  areas 
is  the  relief  or  cure  of  such  a  great  number  of  cases  by  their  dis- 
covery and  destruction,  the  fact  that  hay  fever  up  to  the  discovery 
of  these  sensitive  areas  was  incurable,  and  that  now  the  disease 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  manageable  of  the  chronic  affec- 
tions of  the  nose.     What  other  proof  should  be  required  ? 

But,  again,  all  the  symptoms  of  a  hay  fever  can  be  produced 
by  gentle  pressure  with  a  probe  on  these  sensitive  areas.  In  one 
ot  my  patients  I  can  at  will  produce  asthma  by  irritating  the 
membrane  lying  over  the  posterior  end  of  the  turbinated  bone. 
In  another  I  am  able  to  bring  on  all  the  head  symptoms  by  irri- 
tating the  central  sensitive  area.  I  have  now  under  treatment  a 
patient  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  who  has  asthma  whenever  a  nasal 
po[ypu8,  from  which  she  has  suffered  for  five  years,  gets  large 
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enoagh  to  press  on  the  posterior  sensitive  area,  the  symptoms 
disappearing  when  the  pressure  is  removed 

As  to  the  location  of  the  tender  spots :  The  anterior  area  is 
found  on  the  anterior  portion  of  the  nasal  septum  and  anterior 
portion  of  external  wall  of  the  nose,  in  front  of  the  inferior  tur- 
binated bone.  The  central  area  is  near  the  center  of  the  inferior 
turbinated  bone,  where  the  nasal  branches  of  the  spheno-palatine 
ganglion  join  those  of  the  ophthalmic.  The  posterior  area  is  at 
the  posterior  end  of  the  turbinated  bone.  Each  of  these  areas 
have  corresponding  sensitive  areas  just  opposite,  in  the  septum. 

I  have  a  patient  under  my  care  at  this  time  who  illustrates  the 
effect  of  nasal  hypertrophy  upon  the  general  condition.  He  is 
neurasthenic,  and  often  suffers  from  a  sense  of  general  weakness 
and  soreness  of  all  the  muscles  of  the  body.  When  suffering  in 
this  way,  he  applied  to  me  for  the  relief  of  a  nasal  obstruction 
which  compelled  him  to  sleep  with  his  mouth  open,  with  its  usual 
train  of  bad  effects,  dry  mouth,  etc.  He  was  extremely  low- 
spirited,  and  with  the  symptoms  given  was  about  as  miserable  as 
a  person  is  ever  wont  to  be.  I  saw  that  he  had  nasal  hyper- 
trophy, and  made  use  of  muriate  of  cocaine  for  the  purpose  of 
shrinking  it;  this  enabled  him  to  sleep  with  his  mouth  closed. 
By  means  of  an  eye-dropper  I  threw  into  each  side  of  the  nose 
four  drops  of  the  four-per-cent.  solution,  with  this  effect,  it  gave 
him  perfectly  free  nasal  breathing,  such  as  he  liad  not  had  for 
years.  In  a  short  time  he  was  relieved  of  all  his  muscular  sore- 
ness, and  with  it  all  nervous  depression,  but  the  drug  made  him 
Extremely  wakeful.  This  is  the  effect  he  always  gets  from  the 
use  of  the  cocaine,  unless  it  be  applied  too  frequently,  when  it 
fails  to  shrink  the  hypertrophy. 

Many  cases  have  been  reported  as  relieved  of  hay  fever  by  the 
destruction  of  the  sensitive  areas.  The  figure  of  success  is  at 
least  80  per  cent,  of  all  cases  treated. 

Last  season  I  treated  three  cases  successfully.  Mr.  J.  K.  L., 
a  highly  nervous  gentleman,  one  of  the  worst  sufferers  from  *'  hay 
fever ''  I  ever  saw,  spent  last  season  at  home  comfortably,  the 
first  time  he  bad  found  it  possible  -to  do  so  for  years.  He  had 
occasional  attacks  of  asthma,  that  could  be  relieved  immediately 
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by  applying  cocaine  to  posterior  eensitive  areas.  This  case,  I 
think,  had  a  sensitive  area  in  larynx,  beside  those  in  the  nose. 

Master  C.  had  been  a  sufferer  for  some  years.  He  was  kept 
comfortable  by  means  of  Dobell's  solution  and  fluid  extract  cocoa, 
used  with  post-nasal  syringe. 

Mr.  S.,  whose  suffering  was  terribly  distressing,  who,  at  times, 
when  alone,  ieared  death  would  follow  some  of  his  asthmatic 
attacks,  would  get  instant  relief  when  cocaine  was  applied  to 
the  nose  and  post-nasal  space.  When  in  his  worst  asthmatic  at- 
tacks immediate  relief  would  be  given  by  applying  cocaine  post- 
nasally. 

March  last  I  was  visited  by  a  lady,  suffering  from  asthma  and 
headache  so  distressing  as  to  prevent  her  lying  down.  For 
weeks  all  the  sleep  she  had  gotten  was  while  seated  in  a  chair. 
I  gave  her  DobelPs  solution,  to  be  used  in  a  spray,  and  from  the 
first  application  she  improved  so  in  two  days  she  could  lie  down 
and  sleep  perfectly. 

Headaches  as  the  result  of  nasal  reflex  are  most  too  common 
to  mention.  Many  are  the  cases  I  have  seen  relieved  by  treat- 
ing nasal  diseases  when  all  other  treatment  had  failed.  Many 
affections  of  the  eye  are  the  result  of  nasal  diseases. 

Nasal  diseases  causing  these  phenomena  m*  y  be  classed  under 
four  heads:  1.  Neoplasms — such  as  polypi,  etc.;  2.  Deformities 
— such  as  deflected  septum,  etc.;  3.  Breach  of  surface — such  as 
ulcerations,  etc. ;  4.  Circulatory  disturbances — ^such  as  engorge- 
ment, etc. 

True  hypertrophy  can  be  told  from  the  latter  by  the  use  of 
cocaine.  If  a  true  hypertrophy,  cocaine  will  not  shrink  it;  if 
simply  an  engorgement  of  vessels,  cocaine  will  shrink  it. 

Another  form  of  nasal  reflex  to  which  I  forgot  to  refer  is  what 
is  called  by  Schadewald  trigeminal  cough.  Wille  formulates 
his  general  conclusions  on  this  subject  as  follows :  1.  The  trigem- 
"^nai  cough  is  by  far  the  most  frequent  type  of  all  existing  coughs. 
2.  It  is  a  nasal  reflex  neurosis,  and  may  be  regarded  as  the  path- 
ological inversion  of  the  sneezing  act.  3.  This  neurosis  may 
exist  with  or  without  anatomical  alterations  of  the  nasal  cavities 
without  being   dependent  upon  them.    4.  The  highest  expres- 
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sioD  of  this  neurosis  is  the  nervous  asthma.  5.  This  reflex  can 
be  provoked  by  all  branches  of  the  spheno-palatine  ganglion,  and 
by  the  ethmoidal  tierve.  6.  Every  local  treatment  in  the  domain 
of  the  trigeminus,  which  alters  its  reflex  functions,  may  lead  to 
an  improvement,  or  even  a  cure  of  the  affection. 

Of  these  cases  I  have  seen  many.  The  majority  of  them  are 
relieved  by  a  simple  alkaline  spray,  with  proper  hygiene  to  pre- 
vent a  return.  They  can  be  differentiated  by  irritating  the  nose 
with  a  probe,  and  see  if  a  similar  cough  is  not  produced,  or  by 
putting  cocaine  in  the  nose,  and  see  if  it  is  not  relieved. 

To  return  to  the  most  important  of  the  results  of  nasal  reflex, 
'^  hay  fever.''  The  indication  is  in  these  to  destroy  the  sensitive 
areas.  Active  treatment  should  be  begun  in  May.  One  treat- 
ment every  week  at  first.  As  we  approach  the  so-called  **  hay 
fever"  season  the  treatment  should  be  more  frequent.  When 
the  hypertrophies  are  very  great,  they  should  be  snared  off^.  My 
treatment  of  other  hypertrophies  has  changed  since  last  season. 
Any  acids  capable  of  destroying  much  tissue  should  not  be  used. 
Of  course  where  the  tissue  is  destroyed  a  cicatrix  results,  and  on 
this  cicataix  there  constantly  collects  and  dries  the  secretions. 
This  undergoes  decomposition,  with  all  its  bad  results.  This, 
besides,  destroys  so  much  secreting  surface  necessary  to  the  proper 
performance  of  the  functions  of  the  nose.  The  galvanic  cautery 
is  open  to  the  same  objections ;  besides,  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  get  a  battery  to  work  well,  and  to  graduate  the  amount  of 
heat.  If  it  goes  above  or  below  a  cherry-red,  it  is  liable  to  do 
barm. 

I  now  reduce  hypertrophies,  true  or  false,  by  means  of  electro- 
lysis. I  have  made  a  broad  spear-pointed  needle  with  a  long 
malleable  shank.  This  fits  in  a  handle,  and  can  be  drawn  out  as 
far  as  needed.  The  patient  holds  in  his  hand  a  sponge  electrode, 
wet  in  salt-water.  I  have  the  current  strong  enough  to  decom- 
pose water.  The  needle  is  inserted  into  the  hypertrophy,  and 
the  patient  directed  to  squeeze  the  sponge  firmly.  The  needle  is 
moved  around  in  the  hypertrophy  for  a  minute,  then  removeu. 
Some  bleeding  follows  usually,  which  is  easily  stopped  by  the 
use  of  hot  water.    The  cicatrix  left  is  just  the  size  of  entrance 
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of  the  needle.  None  of  the  (secreting  snrfaoe  is  interfered  with 
by  this  treatment.  The  next  application  I  make  farther  back, 
and  continue  doing  so  until  all  is  reduced.  *The  pain  is  very 
little,  especially  if  the  cocaine  is  used.  One  objection  to  the 
cocaine,  though,  in  the  false  hypertrophy,  is  it  shrinks  the  tissue 
so  as  render  it  difficult  to  get  the  needle  between  the  bone  and 
mucous  membrane.  After  all  neoplasms  are  removed  and  de- 
formities corrected,  weak  solutions  of  acetic  acid,  chromic  acid, 
or  carbolic  acid  and  iodine  in  glycerine,  can  be  applied  to  the 
sensitive  areas.  This  treatment  may  have  to  be  repeated  a  sea- 
son or  two  in  a  few  capes;  or,  what  matters  it  if  it  has  to  be 
done  every  season  if  it  allows  the  many  sufferers  to  remain  at  home 
with  their  families,  friends,  and  business?  There  are  some  ob- 
jections to  the  continued  use  of  cocaine.  It  alone,  though,  gives 
relief  to  many  of  the  distressing  symptoms  of  '*  hay  fever.'' 

I  failed  to  say  in  the  beginning  that  I  object  to  the  name  '^  hay 
fever ''  for  this  affection.  However,  it  is  the  best  understood  by 
a  majority  of  the  profession 

Constitutional  treatment  in  this  affection  is  not  of  secondary 
importance.  We  know  the  iodides  have  special  effect  upon  the 
nasal  mucous  membrane.  Iodide  of  sodium,  in  five  or  ten  grain 
doses  internally,  is  of  great  benefit.  Its  effect  is  partly  mechan- 
ical, for  it  keeps  the  membrane  well  washed  off  by  producing 
hypersecretion.  All  so-called  nerve  tonics,  iron,  arsenic,  quinine, 
and  phosphorus,  are  of  great  service.  Give  these  before  meals, 
and  the  iodide  after.  I  have  now  under  my  care  fifteen  cases  of 
"  hay  fever.''  I  hope  next  season  to  be  able  to  give  a  much 
fuller  report  of  personal  experience  in  its  management. 


What  is  more  pathetic  than  to  see  the  simple  faith  with  which 
a  bald-headed  man  will  buy  an  infallible  hair  restorative  from  a 
bald-headed  barber? — Detroit  Free  Press, 
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PUERPERAL  CONVULSIONS. 


BY 
J.  A.  WOMACK^  M.D.y  OF  KARBEB's  RIDOE^  ILL. 


Que  1.  Mrs  John  S.^  aged  26  years,  second  coDfinemeDt,  was 
taken  sick  on  the  morning  of  January  22,  1883,  at  about  4  a.m. 
A  midwife  was  called,  and  said  that  the  pains  worked  well  until 
about  9  A.M.,  when  suddenly  she  bad  a  bard  convulsion,  wbicb 
scared  ber  so  badly  tbat  sbe  wanted  tbeir  family  physician  sent 
for.  He  being  sick,  Dr.  W.  J.  J.  Paris,  my  preceptor,  was  sent 
for.  He  was  sick,  and  I  was  the  only  chance.  It  being  my 
first  call,  I  hesitated  a  little,  but  by  the  persuasion  of  Dr.  Paris, 
and  knowing  that  the  family  had  given  the  woman  up  to  die,  I 
could  lose  nothing,  if  I  gained  nothing;  consequently  I  saddled 
my  horse  and  put  out  for  the  mountains  (for  it  was  in  the  mount- 
ains). We  arrived  there  at  9  p.m.  Mrs.  8.,  the  midwife,  had 
given  her  up,  and  was  doing  nothing  for  her.  She  gave  me  a 
short  history,  and  said  she  never  saw  any  thing  like  it  before. 
According  to  her  statement,  the  woman  had  had  thirty  fits  in  the 
twelve  hours.  I  found  the  woman  unconscious;  made  an  exam- 
ination, and  found  a  vertex  presentation.  First  position ;  head 
rather  large,  and  pressing  against  the  symphysis  pubis.  It  being 
my  first  case,  I  went  rather  slow  on  morphine,  but  ventured  so 
far  as  to  give  one-quarter  grain  hypodermically,  which  quieted  her 
to  some  extent.  I  made  another  examination  with  my  right 
band,  and  manipulated  over  the  womb  with  my  left  hand.  During 
the  time  the  patient  had  another  fit,  and  the  child  was  born ;  but 
unfortunately  the  child  could  not  be  resuscitated.  I  gave  mor- 
phia, one-fourth  grain  hypodermically,  and  then  pf«id  close  at- 
tention to  the  third  stage  of  labor,  while  delivering  the  placenta 
with  my  right  hand,  and  kneading  over  the  region  of  the  womb 
with  the  left  to  prevent  hemorrhage.     By  this  time  she  had  an- 
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other  light  convulsion^  and  I  repeated  the  morphine.  In  the 
meantime  I  gave  brandy  to  try  to  rally  my  patient^  but  in  the 
course  of  one  hour  she  had  another  fit,  making  in  all  thirty- 
three.  I  repeated  the  morphine^  making  two  grains  which  I  bad 
given  inside  of  two  hours,  and  at  that  time  thought  if  she  did 
not  die  from  the  convulsions,  she  would  from  the  use  of  too  much 
morphine.  But  I  have  learned  long  since  that  morphine  is  the 
remedy  for  convulsions.  I  left  next  morning,  leaving  the  woman 
perfectly  unconscious,  but  resting  very  quiet  and  breathing  easy. 
After  showing  the  midwife  the  proper  way  to  use  disinfectants 
and  antiseptic  injections,  started  for  home,  thinking  that  I  was 
greatly  relieved,  and  hoping  that  I  would  never  see  such  another 
case.  The  woman  made  a  rapid  recovery,  and  has  borne  one 
child  since  with  perfect  ease. 

Case  2.  Mrs.  Joseph  G.,  aged  19,  first  confinement,  was  taken 
sick  February  12th,  and  lingered  until  the  morning  of  the  13th, 
when  she  began  to  have  hard  convulsions  about  every  two  hours. 
She  was  attended  by  her  mother-in-law — a  midwife.  I  was 
called  that  morning  early.  As  I  started.  Dr.  Paris  came  along, 
going  just  beyond  where  I  had  to  go ;  so  got  him  to  stop  with 
me  and  we  would  see  what  the  trouble  was.  Upon  inquiry,  the 
midwife  stated  every  thing  worked  well  until  she  began  to  have 
fits.  I  made  an  examination,  and  found  a  head  presentation  and 
first  position ;  cervix  dilated  enough  to  pass  the  index-finger  far 
enough  to  touch  the  head ;  cervix  very  hard,  rigid,  and  would 
not  yield.  While  making  the  examination  she  had  another  fit. 
We  concluded  to  give  morphine  to  stop  the  fits  and  relax  the  sys- 
tem. Dr.  Paris  had  to  leave  to  see  his  patient,  and  said  if  I  con- 
cluded on  instrumental  delivery  to  call  for  him  as  he  went  home. 
This  time  I  gave  one-half  grain  of  morphine  at  9  A.M. ;  she  had 
another  fit  at  11  a.m.  ;  repeated  the  morphine ;  she  had  another 
fit  at  3,  harder  than  ever ;  consequently  I  gave  one  grain  of 
morphine,  and  concluded  to  deliver  at  once;  sent  a  runner  to 
meet  Dr.  Paris ;  at  7  p.m.  we  administered  sulph.  ether,  and  de- 
livered with  forceps.  She  had  light  spasms  after  delivery.  The 
child  was  very  hard  to  resuscitate,  and  lived  only  one  day.  With 
but  one  exception,  she  made  a  rapid  recovery.    She  seemed  to 
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be  scared  and  smothered  for  about  three  days.  I  kept  her  quiet 
with  morphine^  and  gave  freely  of  oil  cajeput  aud  other  stimu- 
lants to  relieve  smothering.  I  used  all  necessary  disinfectants 
and  antiseptic  injections.  Has  borne  one  child  since  without 
trouble.  I  think  the  cause  in  this  case  was  the  injudicious  use 
of  fluid  extract  of  ergot  by  the  midwife. 

Case  3.  Mrs.  John  P.^  aged  16  years,  first  confinement.  I  was 
called  April  Ist,  1886;  found  her  in  first  stage  of  labor;  seemed 
to  be  annoying,  cutting,  hard  and  very  irregular.  Second  ex- 
amination found  second  stage  of  labor  commencing ;  used  noth- 
ing but  external  t  anipulation  over  the  womb;  pains  became 
more  regular  aud  hard ;  made  an  examination  ;  found  the  cervix 
dilated,  but  the  v&ginal,  perineal  and  anal  muscles  seemed  to  be 
in  a  jerking  or  spasmodic  condition.  Presently  I  noticed  a 
twitching  of  the  muscles  of  the  right  cheek  and  right  arm,  and 
then  a  hard  convulsion,  after  which  I  gave  one  graia  of  mor- 
phine, which  quieted  her  and  stopped  the  pains.  Again  I  used 
pressure  over  the  womb,  which  set  up  hard  pains,  and  another 
Cimvulsion  came  on;  iheu  I  repeated  the  morphine, and  kept  up 
the  pressure,  and  delivered  the  child,  which  was  not  hard  to  re- 
suscitate; then  turned  my  attention  to  the  mother,  usiug  a  little 
pressure  over  the  womb  to  expel  the  placenta,  and  she  had  an- 
other light  convulsion,  but  made  a  rapid  recovery  and  did  well. 
Antiseptics  were  used  as  before. 


FOREIGN  BODY  IN  RECTUM. 


BY 
E.  MONROE  EVEBETT,  M.D.,  OF  M'KENZIE,  TENN. 


On  July  5th,  at  2  P.M.,  I  was  called  to  see  Mr.  P.,  aet.  35,  of 
delicate  physique  and  epicurean  habits.  On  arrival,  I  found 
patient  suffering  intense  pain  from  (as  he  thought)  piles,  which 
he  said  he  had  endured  during  the  past  forty-eight  hours.  Es- 
pecially did  he  experience  pain  during  (or  rather  at  the  close  of) 
2SP 
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defecatioD  and  micturition^  which  was  caused,  doubtless,  by  con- 
traction of  the  sphincter  ani  and  accelerator  urinael  muscles. 
Upon  a  brief  interrogation  of  patient,  ascertained  that  he  had, 
four  days  previously,  at  the  State  "  Wheel,  "  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  eaten  some  chicken,  at  the  same  time  chewing  and  swal- 
lowing some  bones  of  same.  Learning  this,  the  diagnosis  seemed 
easy  and  satisfactory  ;  whereupon  I  made  a  digital  examination, 
evidencing  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis,  finding,  as  I  did,  a 
spicula  of  bone  one  inch  in  length  and  about  one-inch  in  diam- 
eter, which  had  penetrated  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  bowel 
just  above  and  anterior  to  the  internal  sphincter  ani,  perhaps  im- 
pinging on  a  cutaneous  branch  of  the  perineal  nerve.  Removed 
same  with  no  great  degree  of  difficulty,  but  elicited  a  good  deal 
of  pain.  Wound  in  mucous  membrane  healed  readily.  I  urged 
patient^s  non-attendance  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  State 
"  Wheel/' 


S^hilHan^. 


The  Local  Use  op  Liquid  Eboot,  Normal,  in  Chronic 
GoNORRHCEA. — Hearing  of  the  success  of  Dr.  N.  V.  Speere,  of 
Quincy,  Ohio,  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea  with  local  applica- 
tions of  normal  liquid  ergot  (such  as  that  prepared  by  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.,  of  Detroit),  and  realizing  the  need  of  some  more 
satisfactory  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  in  its  many 
stages,  I  resolved  to  see  if  the  same  good  results  would  follow  in 
my  own  practice,  and  therefore  vowed  that  the  next  case  of 
chronic  gonorrhoea  that  came  under  my  care  should  have  the 
benefit  of  the  experiment.  In  a  day  or  two  the  opportunity 
presented  itself. 

Case  1.  A  young  man,  a  salesman  in  one  of  our  large  manu- 
facturing establishments,  had  suffered  long  and  suffered  much. 
He  had  tried  all  the  "  patents,''  "Big  G-'s,"  etc.,  to  be  had,  and 
had  also  received  "  rational ''  treatment  from  one  of  our  regular 
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physicians.  Ail  tiiis  availed  him  notbiDg.  After  hearing  his 
story,  and  knowing  him  to  be  a  young  man  of  temperate  habits, 
never  indulging  in  alcoholio  stimulants,  and  observing  a  proper 
diet  for  so  long  a  time,  '* my  heart  almost  failed  ma"  I  con- 
cluded his  was  a  very  bad  case.  Nevertheless,  I  grimly  deter- 
mined to  do  what  I  could,  recognizing  the  fact  that  success  is  not 
without  effort. 

First  I  introduced  a  large  sized  bougie,  finding  no  difficulty  in 
doing  so.  He  complained,  however,  of  pain,  as  the  instrument 
was  passing.  After  satisfying  myself  that  no  stricture  was  pres- 
ent, I  gave  him  a  small  vial  of  normal  liquid  ergot,  instructing 
him  to  use  for  an  injection  one  part  of  this  to  four  parts  of  water 
(distilled),  once  daily  for  a  week,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  (or 
sooner  if  he  chose)  to  report  progress.  Did  not  see  him  again  for 
about  ten  days,  at  which  time  he  called  to  report  He  very  ab- 
ruptly exclaimed,  "  What  the was  that  you  gave  me  ?'^     I 

made  some  evasive  reply,  as  I  feared  my  treatment  had  proved 
disastrous  in  some  way.  Finally  he  said :  ^'  Well,  I  spent  over 
f  36  on  this  business  before  I  came  to  you,  and  this  little  vial 
cured  me  up.''  He  remarked  that  after  the  first  application  he 
could  notice  an  improvement,  and  at  the  end  of  the  fifth  day  he 
was  entirely  free  from  discharge  and  pain. 

CcLse  2.  Thos.  W .,  single,  cabinet-maker,  had  contracted  gon- 
orrhoea about  three  years  ago.  Had  nx^eived  rational  treatment, 
but  was  not  benefited.  He  came  to  me  for  treatment  about  the 
last  of  May,  1886.  This  was  a  very  obstinate  case,  but  finally 
yielded  to  treatment  and  was  discharged  cured,  July  30,  1886. 

C<i8e  9.  John  H.,  a  moulder,  single,  had  had  gonorrhcea  about 
one  year.  This  case  was  very  much  like  case  one,  except  that  the 
patient  was  intemperate.  He  was  kept  under  treatment  for 
about  four  weeks,  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  would  get  drunk. 
This  retarded  the  cure  in  his  case. 

Cases  three,  four,  five,  six,  seven,  eight,  and  ten  yielded  read- 
ily to  treatment,  and  were  discharged  cured  within  from  six  to 
nine  days. 

Since  then  I  have  used  it  repeatedly,  and  with  the  same  good 
results.     I  have  a  little  army  here  that  would,  if  they  knew*upon 
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whom  to  shower  their  blessings,  bless  the  man  that  made  the  ex- 
perimeDt  of  using  local  applications  of  normal  liquid  ergot  in 
chronic  gonorrhoea. 

We  need  not,  however,  confine  ourselves  to  its  use  in  the  treat- 
ment of  chronic  gonorhcda,  but  can  also  use  it  in  the  acute  stage. 
My  experience  in  its  uso  in  the  acute  stage  is  not  sufficient  to 
advocate  its  use  to  the  exclusion  of  the  usual  remedies. 

An  object  in  making  this  report  is  to  place  the  treatment  be- 
fore the  medical  profession  for  their  possible  benefit,  for  I  be- 
lieve this  drug  to  be  worthy  of  special  consideration,  being  con- 
fident that  its  proper  use  will  be  the  means  of  helping  us  out  of 
our  embarrassment. 

In  closing,  permit  me  to  state  briefly  my  reasons  for  using  P., 
D.  &  Co.'s  "  liquid  ergot  normal.''  It  has  been  represented  to 
me  that  the  manufacturers,  having  once  ascertained  the  average 
amount  of  active  principle  contained  in  ergot  of  good  quality, 
have  adopted  this  as  a  standard;  each  parcel  of  their  ^'  liquid 
ergot,  normal"  is  made  to  conform  with  this  strength,  so  that  the 
active  principles  of  16  ounces  of  such  standard  ergot  will  be  rep- 
resented by  16  fluid  ounces  of  their  fiuished  preparation;  that 
they  ^'  have  rejected  those  principles  which  long  experience  has 
demonstrated  to  provoke  undesirable  action,''  and  that  they  ^'  lay 
particular  stress  on  the  value  of  this  liquid  for  administration 
hypodermically." 

Recognizing  the  importance  of  uniformity  and  purity,  I  was 
very  ready  to  make  a  trial  of  this  preparation,  rather  than  the  or- 
dinary fluid  extract.  I  was  also  influenced  by  my  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  Dr.  Speere  had  used  it  with  success.  I  was  pleased 
to  find  this  preparation  of  ergot  miscible  with  water,  and  that  it 
made  an  elegant  solution  for  injection. — J.  Harvey  Oraigy  M.D.^ 
in  Medioal  Age. 


Salicylate  op  Iron  in  Children's  Diarrhcea  with  Of- 
fensive Stools. — Dr.  Braithwaite,  in  the  British  Medical  Jour 
noZ,  July  17,  1886,  thus  advocates  the  injection  of  salicylate  of 
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iroD  in  that  form  of  diarrhoea  in  children  charactericed  by  ex- 
ceeding offensiveness  of  the  stools : 

It  is  commonly  met  with  in  summer^  but  is  not  strictly  what  is 
known  as  infantile  diarrhoea,  in  which  disease  the  stools  are  sour, 
but  not  necessarily  foetid.  Probably  this  form  of  diarrhoea  dif- 
fers from  the  diarrhoea  of  younger  infants^  in  being  caused  by  the 
growth  of  the  ordinary  bacteria  of  putrefaction.  It  is  not  amen- 
able to  treatment  by  any  astringent,  nor  has  any  alteration  of 
diet  much  effect  upon  it. 

It  may,  however,  be  successfully  treated  by  disinfecting  the 
bowel  contents  by  means  of  salicylate  of  iron,  as  in  the  following 
prescription,  which  is  suitable  for  a  child  two  years  of  age :  Sul- 
phate of  iron,  one  scruple ;  salicylate  of  soda,  one  scruple ;  glyce- 
rine, three  drachms ;  water  to  three  ounces.  The  iron  and  the 
salicylate  should  be  dissolved  separately,  and  the  solutions  mixed 
The  color  is  darker  than  port  wine,  and  the  taste  not  unpleasant. 
One  teaspoonful  must  be  given  every  hour  until  the  stools  be- 
come well  blackened,  which  happens  in  about  twenty-four  hours ; 
or  a  larger  dose  may  be  administered  at  longer  intervals.  The 
medicine  should  then  be  given  every  three  or  four  hours,  and  oc- 
casionally small  dose  of  castor-oil,  to  clear  the  bowels  well  out, 
and  to  get  the  secondary  constipating  effect  of  the  oil. 

I  have  employed  this  mode  of  treatment  for  many  years.  It 
was  one  result  of  a  long  series  of  microscopic  ol)servations  upon 
the  action  of  reagents  upon  the  bacteria  found  in  putrefying  an- 
imal fluids,  which  I  read  before  the  Leeds  and  West  Riding  Med- 
ico-Chirurgical  Society  eleven  years  ago.  The  addition  of  the 
salicylic  acid  to  the  iron  I  made  more  recently. 

In  hospital  practice,  and  among  the  poor,  it  is  not  so  successful 
as  it  would  be  if  it  were  possible  to  remove  the  child  from  the 
family  living  room,  the  air  of  which  is  usually  very  impure,  and 
is  made  worse  by  the  smells  incidental  to  cooking,  and  the  pres- 
ence of  a  sink. — Medical  Age. 


Sugar  and  Corrosiye  Sublimate  as  a  First  Dressing 
IN  War. — Dr.  Heidenreich,  in  a  paper  published  in  the  Vrcichf 
Noe.  19  and  20,  strongly  recommends  as  a  first  dressing  on  the 
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field  of  battle  a  mixture  of  corrosive  sablimate  with  powdered 
sugar  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  1,000.  It  is  important  that  when 
this  is  prepared  the  sublimate  should  be  evenly  distributed,  and 
this  is  easily  affected  by  first  dissolving  the  mercurial  salt  in  a 
little  spirit,  and  then  carefully  rubbing  up  the  sugar  with  it. 
The  spirit  ultimately  evaporates  and  leaves  a  powdered  mass  of 
uniform  composition.  A  little  packet  is  supplied  to  each  soldier, 
containing  a  capsule,  in  which  is  5  grammes  of  the  mixed  pow- 
der— t.  e,f  one  two-hundredths  of  a  dramme  of  sublimate — for 
the  purpose  of  sprinkling  on  the  wound ;  also  a  good-sized  piece 
of  gauze,  impregnated  with  i  per  cent,  of  its  own  weight  of 
sublimate  by  means  of  Bergmonn's  process,  which  consists  of  dip- 
ping it  in  a  solution  containing  10  parts  sublimate  to  600  glyce- 
rine, 1,000  alcohol,  and  1,500  water.  Some  hygroscopic  wadding 
is  also  supplied,  and  this,  when  enclosed  between  two  folds  of  the 
gauze,  forms  a  dressing  measuring  650  sq.  centim.,  which  is  large 
enough  to  cover  a  somewhat  extensive  wound.  The  whole  is  en- 
closed by  means  of  a  layer  of  varnished  paper  and  a  triangular 
bandage,  which  is  fastened  with  two  safety  pins.  The  author 
claims  for  this  mixture  of  sugar  and  sublimate  the  advantage  of 
being  a  particularly  powerful  antiseptic  and  quite  innocuous. 
Sugar,  he  says,  is  the  best  substance  for  diluting  the  sublimate, 
being  itself  somewhat  antiseptic.  This  dressing  has  also  the  ad- 
ditional advantage  of  being  suitable  for  use  wherever  water  may 
be  procurable.  This,  of  course,  is  not  always  the  case,  and 
where  it  is,  the  source  is  frequently  in  a  march  or  pool  of  any 
thing  but  hygienic  appearance.  Under  these  circumstances  be 
advises  that  filtration  should  be  resorted  to,  and  consequently 
proposes  that  a  kind,  of  filter  consisting  of  flannel  impregnated 
with  sublimate  should  be  included  in  the  packets  supplied  to  the 
men.  The  whole  contents  of  the  packet  weigh  only  75  grammes, 
and  are  exceedingly  portable  and  convenient. — Lancet. 


The  Diagnosis  of  Tubercular  Disease  op  the  Urinabt 
Organs.— Dr.  Irsai,  in  the  Wien.  Med.  Presse  (No.  36,  1884,) 
records  two  cases  in  which  tubercular  disease  of  the  kidney  was 
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diagnosad  from  the  presence  of  Koch's  bacillus  in  the  urine^  the 
I  diagnosis  being  confirmed  by  poBt^mortem  examination. 

IJ  M.  de  Gknnes  {Ann,  des  mcU.  des  org,  ginito  urin.,  September, 

|f  1886),  says  that  the  discovery  of  tubercalar  bacilli  in  the  urine  is 

|>  difficult,  partly  because  centers  of  tubercular  disease  are  often 

I  present  in  the  kidneys  for  a  long  time  without  discharging  their 

contents  into  the  urine,  and  partly  because  of  the  excessive  dilu- 
tion of  the  bacilli  in  the  urine.  Hence,  one  may  not  find  the 
bacilli  in  the  urine,  although  the  urinary  organs  are  the  seat  of 
tubercular  disease ;  bul«  on  the  other  hand,  one  must  not  mistake 
for  Koch's  bacillus  any  of  the  many  bacteria  which  grow  in 
altered  urine.  It  is  necessary,  therefore,  to  examine  only  the 
sediment  of  the  urine  after  it  has  stood  for  several  hours,  and  in 
the  examination  to  be  careful  to  decolorize  with  nitric  acid  very 
thoroughly.  Even  with  these  precautions,  and  after  examining 
numerous  specimens,  it  is  rare  to  meet  with  more  than  two  or 
three  bacilli.  He  has  in  five  cases  of  cystitis,  however,  deter- 
mined the  tubercular  nature  of  the  disease  by  finding  the  bacilli 
in  the  urine,  while  there  was  no  other  evidence  of  tuberculaUr  dis- 
ease in  the  cases.  His  conclusions  are,  that  just  as  in  the  case  of 
the  lungs,  so  in  the  case  of  the  urine,  if  one  finds  no  bacilli,  one 
cannot  infer  that  there  is  no  tubercular  disease ;  but  if  one  finds 
even  a  single  bacillus,  of  the  nature  of  which  one  is  absolutely 
certain,  then  the  diagnosis  of  tubercular  disease  is  affirmed. — 
Revue  dee  Scienoea  Midioake. 


Quinine  for  Traumatic  Neuralgia. — In  a  note  on  this 
subject  Mr.  F.  J.  Hart  says : 

That  quinine  cures  neuralgia,  ea|>ecially  of  the  asthenic  type, 
is  a  matter  of  ancient  history,  but  it  is  not  so  generally  recognized 
that  it  is  useful  in  the  following  severe  injuries : 

Oaee  1.  This  is  a  case  of  dislocation  of  shoulder  by  direct  vio- 
lence, with  great  bruising.  After  reduction,  agonizing  pain  set 
in,  following  the  course  of  the  brachial  plexus.  It  was  com- 
pared by  the  patient  to  the  "gnawing  of  a  dog.'^  Sleep  was 
quite  banished.     Chloral  and  opium,  in  full  dose,  gave  no  relief. 
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A  5-graiD  dose  of  quinine^  however,  gave  almost  nstant  ease, 
with  some  hours'  sleep;  and,  although  the  pain  returned,  it  was 
always  controlled  io  the  most  remarkable  manner  by  the  quinine. 
Only  three  or  four  doses  of  the  remedy  were  required. 

Case  2.  In  a  severe  wrench  of  the  shoulder,  with  rupture  of 
muscular  fibres,  attended  with  great  pain,  especially  at  night,  re- 
lief was  quickly  obtained  by  4-grain  doses  of  quinine,  given 
every  six  hours.  The  patient  described  the  effect  of  the  medi- 
cine as  most  rapid  and  soothing. 

Case  3  was  one  of  a  fall  from  a  ladder,  producing  fractured  rib 
and  contusions.  There  was  great  pain,  '^  not  one  wink  of  sleep,'' 
in  spite  of  chloral  (gr.  25)  and  opium  (1  gr.).  The  patient  was 
very  violent  and  excitable.  A  fourth  of  a  grain  of  morphine, 
hypodermically  injected,  calmed  him  somewhat,  but  the  pain  re- 
turned, and  as  I  did  not  wish  to  push  the  opium,  his  kidneys  be- 
ing defective,  I  substituted  2  gr.  of  quinine  every  four  hours. 
After  this  he  got  much  better,  and  confessed  that  he  could  bear 
easily  the  little  pain  which  remained.  All  these  patients  were 
full-grown  men. — British  Medical  Journal, 


Re-injection  op  Blood  During  Amputation  at  the  Hip- 
joint,  WITH  Rapid  Recovery. — In  a  case  of  strumous  disease 
affecting  both  hips,  the  left  knee,  and  the  left  elbow,  with  a  large 
abscess  connected  with  the  left  hip,  the  patient  being  in  very  feeble 
condition,  amputation  at  the  latter  joint  became  necessary.  The 
limb  having  been  exsanguinated  to  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  and  a 
powerful  elastic  tourniquet  applied  at  the  groin,  a  rapid  circular  cut 
was  made  right  down  to  the  bone  in  the  upper  part  of  the  thigh,  the 
femur  sawn  through,  the  femoral  artery  and  some  smaller  vessels 
tied,  and  the  tourniquet  removed ;  some  hsBmorrhage  still  occur- 
ring from  a  few  small  vessels,  they  were  also  ligatured.  All  the 
blood  which  escaped,  both  from  the  femoral  artery  and  the 
smaller  vessels,  amounting  to  eleven  ounces,  was  caught  in  a  ves- 
sel containing  a  solution  of  phosphate  of  soda  and  re-injected  into 
the  deep  femoral  vein.  By  an  incision  on  the  outer  side  of  the 
thigh  the  head  of  the  femur  was  then  dissected  out.     The  wound 
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wa8  dressed  antiseptically.  The  patient  suffered  no  shock  what- 
ever, nor  depression  of  temperature  after  the  operation.  For  the 
first  few  days  he  was  flashed,  and  had  a  ftiller  pulse  than  before 
the  operation^  but  he  had  no  rise  of  temperature.  The  weakness 
and  the  an»mia  of  the  patient,  together  with  the  increased  vas- 
cularity of  the  parts  due  to  the  disease,  rendered  it  very  likely 
that  he  would  not  have  survived  the  operation  had  not  the 
greater  part  of  the  blood  lost  been  re-injected — ^the  fact  being 
that  from  the  exsanguification  of  the  leg,  together  with  the  re- 
infusion,  there  was  probably  a  gain  of  blood  after  the  operation. 
Edinbwrgh  MediecU  JoumdU 


Alcoholic  Liquors. — Dr.  F.  M.  Peterson,  in  his  annual  ad- 
dress as  President  of  the  Alabama  Medical  Society,  formulates 
the  following  propositions  as  the  result  of  his  professional  ex- 
perience : 

1.  Alcoholic  liquors  are  never  necessary  in  health. 

2.  They  are  always  injurious  in  health  in  any  case. 

3.  They  are  never  necessary  as  a  food  for  man  any  more  thao. 
they  are  for  the  lower  animals. 

4.  They  do  not  warm  and  giv/e  strength  to  the  body,  but 
diminish  both. 

5.  They  do  not  increase  the  powers  of  resistance  and  the  en- 
durance ot  mental  and  physical  fatigue. 

6.  They  do  not  increase  mental  vigor. 

7.  They  do  not  give  tone  to  the  heart,  but  the  accelerated  ac- 
tion, which  is  always  temporary,  is  followed  by  a  reduction  of 
tonicity. 

8.  They  may  for  a  short  time  increase  nerve  tension,  but  are 
followed  by  relaxation  jind  debility,  and  the  nervous  system  is 
more  quickly  worn  out  under  their  influence. 

9.  They  build  up  no  tissues  in  the  body,  but  in  severe  cases 
they  cause  a  deposition  of  adipose  tissue,  which  is  a  source  of 
weakness  and  destruction  to  the  heart  and  to  all  other  muscles. 

10.  They  are  specially  harmful  to  brain-workern  who  take  but 
little  exercise. 
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11.  They   produce  a   tendency    to  apoplexy  and    paralysis. 

12.  They  are  never  necessary  nor  in  the  least  beneficial  in  a 
physiological  condition  of  the  system  in  any  quantity,  either  large 
or  small,  but  are  often  beneficial  in  disease,  in  which  they  shonld 
be  prescribed  by  an  expert. 

As  medicine  they  are  often  very  important,  and  whilst  every 
possible  restriction  should  be  thrown  around  their  improper  sale 
and  use,  physicians  should  be  able  to  obtain  them  as  readily  and 
easily  as  quinine  or  other  leading  articles  of  the  materia  medica. 
— Ala.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


Belladonna,  in  Sterility  op  Females. — There  are  few 
drugs  which  exhibit  so  pronounced  a  predilection  to  act  upon 
certain  structures  of  the  body  as  belladonna.  Among  its  favor- 
ite tissues,  those  of  the  female  sexual  organs  may  be  mentioned. 
Its  employment  is  followed  by  more  or  less  benefit  in  every  dis- 
ease to  which  these  parts  are  liable.  I  suppose  it  has  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  almost  every  practitioner  to  be  consulted  by  married 
women  who  never  were  pregnant  as  to  the  cause  of  their  barren- 
ness. Apparently,  they  enjoy  the  best  of  health,  and  have  never 
suffered  from  any  irregularity  of  the  sexual  apparatus.  To  such 
I  have  on  several  occasions  prescribed  belladonna  internally,  and 
have  found  that,  after  taking  the  medicine  for  some  weeks,  they 
became  pregnant.  I  have  seen  this  happen  so  often  that  I  am 
constrained  to  regard  the  occurrence  as  something  more  than  ac- 
cidental. I  shall  not  venture  to  theorize  upon  its  action,  but 
will  merely  mention  that  I  have  observed  that  the  external  gen- 
italia become  more  relaxed,  and  the  os  and  cervix  uteri  somewhat 
softened  and  pliable,  during  the  treatment. — J.  Harris  J  ones j  in 
New  York  Medical  Journal. 


The  Ninth  International  Medical  Conqbess. — The 
Lancet  mentions  a  number  of  well  known  British  medical  men 
who  entertain  the  intention  of  going  to  the  Washington  Con- 
gress, including  Mr.  John  Simon,  Dr.  B.  W.  Richardson,  Dr. 
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Thadichum,  Sir  James  Paget,  Sir  Andrew  Clark,  Sir  Spenoer 
Wells,  Professor  John  Cheyne,  Professor  Eraser,  and  Sir  William 
Torner,  and  adds :  '^  It  is  not  America  alone  that  is  interested  in 
the  snocees  of  the  meeting  at  Washington,  but  the  profession 
throoghoQt  the  whole  world,  and  we  might  add  the  world  itself. 
When  oar  profession  meets  internationally  it  is  of  good  omen. 
We  not  only  stimulate  fraternity  and  scientific  rivalry  among 
ourselves,  but  every  thought  in  advance  and  every  medical  dis- 
covery is  a  great  boon  for  the  human  race  and  for  all  nations. 
We  urge  on  members  of  our  profession  in  the  empire  to  strain 
a  point  to  be  at  Washington  on  or  before  September,  1887,  where, 
if  report  is  to  be  trusted,  a  very  hospitable  reception  awaits 
them.'^ — New  York  Medioal  Journal 


Calomel  as  a  Diuretic. — Jandrossic  ( ''  Dtsch.  Arch.  f.  klin. 
Med./'  xzxviii.,  1866)  had  used  this  drug  in  several  cases  of  car- 
diac dropsy,  combining  three  or  four  grains  with  an  equal  amount 
of  jalap,  and  giving  this  dose  from  two  to  four  times  daily.  He 
states  that  a  sudden  increase  in  the  quantity  of  urine  is  noticed 
on  the  second  (sometimes  as  late  as  the  fourth)  day  after  begin- 
ning the  administration  of  the  remedy.  It  is  necessary  to  check 
the  purgative  action  of  the  calomel  by  means  of  opium.  It  is 
generally  sufficient  to  continue  the  treatment  for  two  days,  then 
suspending  the  use  of  the  drug  and  waiting  until  diuresis  occurs. 
According  to  Jandrossik,  calomel  appears  to  have  a  specific  action 
in  dropsy  of  cardiac  origin  ;  it  does  not  cause  diuresis  in  healthy 
subjects^  and  is  valueless  in  cases  of  renal  dropsy.  The  author 
believes  that  calomel  acts  not  upon  the  kidneys,  but  upon  the 
blood,  causing  the  latter  to  absorb  the  fluid  from  the  tissues. 


The  Blood  Plaque  or  Thibd  Blood  Corpuscle. — Dr.  W. 
Osier,  New  Yoi^k  Medioal  Journal,  in  Cartwright  lectures  pre- 
sents a  full  discussion  of  this  third  blood  corpuscle.  He  de- 
scribes it  as  a  colorless  protoplasmic  disc,  measuring  from  one  and 
a  half   to   three  and  a  half  micromillimeters,  always  found  in 
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mammaliaD  blood.  The  number  varies  at  different  periods  of 
life  and  in  varying  conditions  of  disease  or  health ;  perhaps  an 
average  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  per  cubic  millimeter. 
In  proportion  to  the  red  corpuscles  they  are  about  one  to  eighteen. 
Like  the  red  corpuscles,  they  tend  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  blood 
to  adhere  to  one  another^  forming  irregular  masses  known  as 
Schnitzels  granule  masses.  The  corpuscle  or  plaque  is  colorless, 
uniformly  greyish  white,  either  homogeneous  or  finely  granular. 
Its  shape  as  seen  in  the  vessels  is  a  circular  disc,  with  smooth, 
well-defined  margin.  If  tilted  slightly  it  has  an  ovoid  look ;  if 
seen  in  profile  it  is  a  narrow,  straight  rod  or  staff.  It  is  not  de- 
termined whether  they  are  biconcave  as  the  red  corpuscles,  or 
flat  discs.  Ill  their  natural  state  no  neucleus  can  be  made  out. 
Some  regard  these  as  independent  elements,  others  as  young  red 
blood  corpuscles. — American  La/ned. 


Cod  Liver  Oil  to  Infants. — A  very  good  suggestion  has 
been  made  by  Mr.  S.  Yeldham,  of  a  plan  of  administering  cod- 
liver  oil  to  infants.  He  says  :  '*  Let  the  nurse  dip  the  end  of  her 
little  finger  in  the  oil  and  put  it  in  the  child's  mouth.  This  may 
be  repeated  five  or  six  times  in  the  twenty-four  hours.  In  such 
small  quantities,  not  only  does  it  never  disagree,  but  the  child 
sucks  it  off  the  finger  with  avidity  and  evident  pleasure.  It 
may  be  administered  in  this  way  to  the  youngest  infant."  By 
this  simple  and  inexpensive  expedient,  the  writer  says  many  in- 
fants who  were  absolutely  starving  for  natural  foods  became  fat 
and  plump,  and  happily  in  an  almost  incredibly  short  space  of 
time.  The  oil  has  the  effiect  ot  enabling  the  child  to  digest  other 
food  which  it  could  not  retain  on  its  stomach  without  it. — Lon- 
don  Cor.  of  Jour,  of  A.  M.  A. 


"The  Dangebs  of  Kissing." — Dr.  Samuel  Adams'  paper 
on  this  subject,  read  before  the  American  Medical  Association, 
calls  forth  the  following  from  the  Norristown  Herald:  "It  has 
long  been  known  that  kissing  causes  a  species  of  heart  disease 
which  terminates  in  matrimonial  fever,  and  the  victim  dies  sooner 
or  later.     Generally  later." — Am.  Prae.  and  News, 
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Patent  Medicines  in  America. — Recently  published  statis-* 
tics  state  that  there  are  5,000  proprietary  articles  of  home^^manu- 
factore  oo  the  American  market ;  600  of  these  are  of  commercial 
importance,  and  fifty  are  run  as  an  independent  business.  The 
patent  medicine  trade  of  the  United  States  is  $22,000,000  annu- 
ally; of  this  $10,000,000  is  annually  expended  in  advertise- 
ments, and  the  net  profit  amounts  to  $5,000,000. 

The  traffic  is  the  work  of  the  past  half  century,  most  of  the 
patent  medicines  having  t^prung  up  since  1830.  Not  one  in  a 
thousand  patent  medicine  men  has  succeeded.  There  are  five 
firms  which  have  made  $1,000,000  each ;  twenty  others  will  ag- 
gregate $5,000,000,  and  the  net  savings  of  all  the  rest  will  not 
reach  another  $5,000,000.  More  patent  medicines  proportion- 
ately are  sold  in  the  United  States  than  elsewhere  The  great 
middle  class  buys  most  of  them.  The  profits  from  and  expendi- 
tures on  established  patent  medicines  run  about  as  follows  : 

Expenses.  Per  cent. 

Cost  of  material,  labor,  and  expense -. 24 

Advertising 12J 

Jobbers'  expenses 03J 

Retailers'  expenses 21 

Total  expenses , 61 

Profits. 

Manufacturers'  profit 12^ 

Jobbers'  profit 05i 

Retailers' profit 21 

Total  profits 89 

The  smaller  country  newspapers  subsist  largely  upon  adver- 
tisements of  these  "remedies,^'  and  at  least  $100,000,000 have 
been  paid  newspapers  during  the  last  two  decades,  while  upward 
of  $5,000,000  have  been  expended  in  rock  and  fence  advertise- 
ments. 

The  field  for  new  patent  medicines  is  narrowed  every  day.  Ca- 
thartic pills  and  sarsaparillas  do  not  succeed  readily  because  s^ 
many  established  specimens  occupy  the  field.  Until  the  stamp- 
tax  was  abolished  patent  medicines  yielded  the  government 
$1,80  ),000  annually.     The  census  of  1880  shows  that  there  were 
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then  563  establishments  in  this  line  in  the  United  States,  employ- 
ing 4,016  operatives;  that  the  capital  invested  was  110,620,000, 
and  that  the  value  of  the  annual  outfit  was  $14,682,000.  New 
York  stood  first  in  the  amount  of  capital  invested  ($3,512,430), 
and  in  annual  output  (nearly  $4,500,005);  Pennsylvania,  second 
in  capital  invested  ($2,000,000),  and  third  in  annual  output 
($1,000,000) ;  Missouri,  third  in  capital  ($1,500,000),  and  fourth 
in  annual  output  ($750,000) ;  Ohio,  fourth  in  capital  ($570,000), 
and  fifth  in  annual  output($450,000) ;  Massachusetts,  fifth  in 
capital  ($521,000),  and  second  in  annual  output  ($1,500,000).— 
Exchange. 


The  Choleba  in  Europe. — The  entire  cholera  mortality  in 
Europe  for  four  months  and  a  half  has  been  about  2,800,  and 
there  seems  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  is  dying  out  and  will 
not  spread  to  any  considerable  extent,  though  there  is  still  time 
for  further  serious  outbreaks  before  cold  weather.  A  cblegram 
of  August  16  states  that  the  geographical  area  affected  by  cholera 
exhibits  the  capricious  behavior  of  the  disease.  Thus,  it  is  worse 
in  Barletta,  which  is  far  away  to  the  south,  where  the  coast  dis- 
trict between  Monte  Gargano  and  Brindisi  is  easily  affected. 
Thence  it  makes  a  clear  leap  of  300  miles  to  Ravenna  and  Bo- 
logna, then  turns  northward,  extending,  though  in  a  less  virulent 
form,  throughout  Venetia,  including  the  Island  of  Chioggia,  and 
reaching  as  far  east  as  Verona,  and  as  far  north  as  Castel  Franco, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Alps.  It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  the  places 
most  seriously  threatened  lie  in  the  center  or  on  the  edge  of 
marshy  plains  formed  by  the  alluvial  deposits  of  rivers  or  the 
silting  of  the  sea,  which  always  induce  more  or  less  malaria  at 
this  season  of  the  year. — Jour,  of  the  Amer.  Mtd.  Asso. 


When  Not  to  Give  Chix)bofobm  in  Pabtubition. — 1. 
Never  give  it  to  a  woman  who  has  a  tendency  to  flood  during 
e^ery  confinement,  or  to  those  who  have  great  relaxation  of  fiber, 
or  weak,  anemic  women  in  their  eighth  or  tenth  confinement,  ex- 
cept for  necessity. 
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2.  Do  not  give  it  where  labor  is  complioated  with  severe  vomit- 
ings or  with  acute  heart  or  lung  troubles,  unless  there  be  an  im- 
perative demand  for  it. 

3.  It  shonld  not  be  given  to  complete  ansosthesia  except  for 
operations,  convulsions,  or  spasms  of  the  cervix,  and  then  one 
person  should  devote  his  entire  attention  to  it. 

4.  The  inhalation  should  be  stopped  directly  the  pulse  becomes 
weak  or  the  respiration  irregular. 

6.  Do  not  give  it  if  there  be  grounds  to  fear  fatty  or  enfeebled 
cardiac  walls. 

In  cases  where  it  has  been  given,  there  should  be  extra  care  to 
prevept  post-partum  hsemorrhage. — Dr.  SavUh^  of  England^  in 
Ala,  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


Chhonio  Chloral  Pojboninq. — A.  L.  was  admitted  into  the 
Hotel  Dieu,  presenting  the  following  symptoms:  Temperature. 
97°  Far.,  pulse  100,  full  and  feeble;  expression  anxious;  eyes 
sunken ;  pupils  contracted ;  great  restlessness,  requiring  the  con- 
Btftnt  presence  of  an  attendant  to  keep  him  in  bed.  At  times 
complete  anaesthesia  seems  to  exist,  but  he  can  usually  be  aroused 
to  a  semi-conscious  condition  when  the  pupils  are  seen  to  dilate. 
When  consciousness  is  suspended  there  are  no  reflex  movements^ 
as  considerable  irritation  causes  no  manifestations  of  a  reflex 
character.  This  is  unusual,  as,  under  the  influence  of  ehloral, 
voluntary  muscles  show  direct  and  indirect  irritabilit).  Respi- 
ration 12  per  minute^  shallow  and  irregular.  He  is  said  to  have 
taken  large  doses  of  chloral  for  several  days,  but  the  exact  quan- 
tity is  not  known.  With  careful  and  perfect  quiet  he  recovered 
in  a  week  and  resumed  his  occupation.  Chloral  fulfils  therapeu- 
tic indications  not  met  by  chloroform,  ether,  or  morphine.  It  is 
more  soluble  in  water  than  chloroform,  and  therefore  absorbed 
more  quickly  from  the  rectum  or  stomach,  or  when  given  hypo- 
dermically.  In  the  presence  of  an  alkaline  fluid  it  is  decomposed 
into  formic  acid  and  chloroform.  It  was  introduced  into  medi- 
cine by  Oscar  Liebreich,  who  tried  to  obtain  the  same  effects 
from  it  that  are  gotten  from  chloroform,  which  bethought  would 
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result  from  the  decomposition  of  the  chloral  in  the  alkaline 
blood.  As  a  slei'p-producing  agent  it  was  an  almost  perfect  suc- 
cess, but  insensibility  to  pain  was  not  induced.  It  seems  not  to 
undergo  decomposition  in  the  blood.  No  chloroform  is  found  in 
the  blood  of  animals  poisoned  with  chloral.  The  breath  of  pa- 
tients taking  chloral  is  free  from  chloroform.  Chloral  is  excreted 
in  the  urine/ when  the  urine  is  acid,  but  when  the  urine  becomes 
alkaline  it  is  converted  into  chloroform.  In  chloral  poisoning 
there  is  always  a  great  fall  of  temperature.  The  indications  are 
to  keep  the  patient  warm.  Strychnine  does  not  appear  to  pos- 
sess much  power  as  an  antidote  of  chloral  poisoning.  In  this 
case  it  did  not  do  any  good. — David  Jamigan,  M,D.,  in  N.  O. 
Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


Unique  Case  op  Extra-Uterine  PRBaNANOY. — At  the 
January  27th  meeting  of  the  British  OynsBclogical  Society,  Hay- 
wood Smith  showed  an  ovum  of  five  or  six  months  from  a  case  of 
extra-uterine  foetation.  The  patient  from  whom  the  specimen 
was  removed  was  34  years  old,  married  sixteen  years,  and  had 
eight  children,  the  last  three  years  and  a  half  ago.  At  the  opera- 
tion it  was  found  the  case  was  one  of  so-called  abdominal  preg- 
nancy, the  tumor  being  quite  free  from  attachment  to  the  pelvis, 
the  uterus  or  its  appendage^.  It  was,  however,  adherent  to  the 
omentum,  the  vessels  of  which  were  not  very  much  enlarged. — 
British  OynadogicalJoumal. 


Point  of  DiAONOBifi  in  Botheln. — In  the  Lanod,  April, 
1886,  p.  785,  Dr.  Glover  says  he  has  noticed  the  earliest  symptom 
to  excite  notice  in  cases  of  rotheln  or  German  measles,  is  a  swollen 
gland  in  the  neck  at  the  back  of  the  sterno-mastoid  muscle. 
This  symptom  he  has  noticed  four  or  five  days  before  the  rash  ap- 
pears. When  disease  is  prevalent,  or  already  exists  in  a  family, 
and  a  swollen  cervical  gland  in  a  young  person  appears,  without 
obvious  reason,  it  may  be  suspected  that  the  system  is  already 
infected. 
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The  Physician's  Leisure  Library  Series.  Published  by  Geo.  S. 
Davis,  P.  O.  box  470,  Detroit,  Mich.  The  seiies  complete,  em- 
bracing 12  new  medical  works,  $2.50;  single  copies  25  cents. 
Paper,  i6mo. 

A  Manual  on  Inhalers,  Inhalations,  and  Inhalants,  and  Guide 
TO  Their  Discriminating  Use  in  the  Treatment  of  Common 
Catarrhal  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Tract.     By  Bev- 
erly Robinson,  M.D.,   Clinical  Professor  of  Medicine  at  the 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York.    Pp.  72. 
Behind  this  alliterative  and  taatalogical  title-page  are  notioe<l> 
with  much  sound  judgment  and  eminent  fairness,  the  good  and 
bad  influences  of  the  list  of  spray-producers  and  inhalers  prop- 
erly before  the  profession. 

The  writer's  confessed  fondness  for  Beseler's  globe  inhaler, 
^*  much  more  elaborate  and  expensive,  non-portable,''  is  nearly 
abiquitous.  Our  intereut  in  this  subject  might,  in  times  of 
greater  pecuniary  indulgence,  inspire  us  with  temerity  enough  to 
ascertain  its  cost.  We  consider  it  a  palpable  error  to  give  this 
apparatus  precedence  over  HassalPs,  one  of  simplest  form,  on  the 
ground  that  with  the  former  no  considerable  effort  of  inspiration 
is  required. 

The  Use  of  Electricity  in  the  Removal  of  Superfluous  Hair 
and  in  the  Treatment  of  Various  Facial  Blemishes.     By 
Geo.  Henry  Fox,  M.D.,  Clinical  Professor  of  Diseases  of  the 
Skin,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  New  York,  etc.  Pp.  67, 
Fancy  has  led  us  to  watch  with  some  interest  the  evolution  of 
this  American  innovation.    This  precise  description  of  its  appli- 
cation and  the  favorable  results  are  no  trivial  evidences  of  the 
independent  activity  in  our  national  dermatological  camp; 

The  cause  of  hypertrichosis  is  safely  and  vaguely  stated  as  a 
3SP 
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perverted  action  of  the  nerves  of  the  hair-balbe  (p.  20)^  and 
nearly  all  knowledge  of  its  nature  is  disclaimed.  He  doubts  its 
relation  to  malformations  or  imperfections  of  the  reproductive 
organs  (p.  21),  and  calls  the  proven  cases  exceptions.  Then  he 
brackets  some  statements  showing  it  has  been  influenced  by  men- 
struation,  and  touching  en  heredity  and  paternal  resemblance. 

We  shall  not  be  unkind  to  Mr.  Fox,  and  charge  him  with 
having  viewed  this  subject  in  a  narrow  light,  but  we  append 
some  facts  drawn  from  the  reports  he  gives  of  twelve  of  the 
worst  cases.  Of  these  seven  were  unmarried,  and  two  of  the 
remaining  cases  have  nothing  said  of  their  procreative  exploits. 
Case  one  had  one  child  afler  sixteen  years  of  married  life,  and 
oases  nine  and  twelve  had  none  at  the  ages  of  45  and  26  re- 
spectively, the  latter  after  four  years  of  marital  relation. 

We  think  that  if  our  author  had  considered  the  far  from  in- 
frequent cases  that  have  their  origin  after  the  cliniacteric,  that 
locally  it  may  occur  as  a  result  of  a  fly-blister,  and  that  pilo- 
carpine iavors  its  general  development,  he  might  have,  with  the 
advantages  he  enjoys,  avoided  so  heaity  a  confession  on  this 
point. 

The  more  interesting  and  promising  portion  of  the  brochure  is 
that  relative  to  facial  blemishes,  for  we  believe  that  chemistry  is, 
or  soon  will  be,  equal  to  the  task  of  removing  superfluous  hairs. 

New  Medications.  By  Prof.  Dujardin-Beaumetz,  Physician  to  the 
Cochin  HospiUl,  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Bulletin  Generale  de  Ther- 
apeutique^  Paris,  France.*  Translated  by  E.  P.  Hurd,  M.  D.  In 
two  parts.     Pp.  320. 

Proper  interest  in  his  business  can  safely  be  charged  to  any 
medical  man  who  will  not  seek  the  aids  this  excellent  work  ex- 
tends. It  is  French  in  its  every  characteristic^  and  no  one  can  ob- 
ject if  newness  is  a  decided  feature  in  many  of  its  tenets. 

We  do  not  consider  this  extenuation  to  be  true  in  regard  to  in- 
terjected description  of  the  pneumatic  cabinet,  which,  along  with 
the  pap-bottle  and  the  Belle  telephone,  the  never-to-be-sold  pos- 
'^sions,  is.  in  the  language  of  the  hymns  of  the  Feast  of  Fools, 
tU  partibtbB.    We  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  before  seen  00 
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highly  pernioioos  a  tendency  prominent  in  a  regular  phyaioian's 
writings.  This  may,  if  well^gaarded,  bear  no  evil  fruit ;  but 
there  can  be  no  considerable  differences  in  various  estimates  of 
the  harm  its  present  promulgation  among  the  laity  would 
engender. 

The  Classification  and  Treatment  of  Over  Two  Thousand 
Cases  of  Ear  Disease  at  Dr.  Sexton's  Aural  Clinic,  New 
York  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary.  By  Samuel  Sexton,  M.D., 
Aural  Surgeon,  and  W.  A.  Bartlett,  M.D.,  and  Robert  Bar- 
clay, M.D. 

This  convenient  volume  will  serve  the  double  purpose  of  en- 
couraging the  inexperienced  practitioner  in  early  efforts,  and  of 
confirming  the  established  aurist  in  favorite  views.  The  appen- 
dix, containing  full  descriptions  and  illustrations  of  many  useful 
instruments,  will  furnish  not  a  few  with  most  essential  enlighten- 
ment. A  classification,  including  the  nomenclature  of  diseases 
of  the  ear  concludes  the  subject. 

Bright's  Disease  and  Allied  Affections  of  the  Kidneys.  By 
Charles  W.  Purdy,  M.D.,  Queen's  University,  Professor  of 
Genito-Urinary  and  Renal  Diseases  in  the  Chicago  Polyclinic, 
etc.  8vo.,  288  pages,  with  18  illustrations.  Cloth,  $2.  Phila- 
delphia: Lea  Brothers  &  Co.    1886. 

This  work  is  a  systematic,  practical,  and  concise  description  of 
the  pathology  and  treatment  of  the  principal  organic  diseases  of 
the  kidneys,  associated  with  albuminous  urine,  embraced  in  the 
comprehensive  term  of  '^Bright's  Disease.''  It  represents  the 
most  recent  advances  in  our  knowledge  of  the  subject. 

The  book  opens  with  a  chapter  on  Albuminuria,  giving  a  short 
history  of  the  discovery  of  this  most  interesting  pathological 
oondition,  and  the  various  theories  which  from  time  to  time  have 
been  adduced  to  explain  its  causation.  There  is  an  excellent  re- 
sum6  oi  the  tests  to  ascertain  the  presence  of  albumen  in  the 
urine,  with  some  strong  common-sense  remarks  on  the  subject  of 
quantitative  analysis.  The  author  takes  occasion  to  commend 
the  very  convenient  test  papers  of  Dr.  Oliver. 

Authorities,  ancient  and  modern,  are  quoted  concerning  the 
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»tiol(^  of  ursemia,  the  aathor  very  candidly  leaving  the  qaes- 
tioo  open.  The  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  acute  and  chronic 
ur»mia  are  practical  and  suggestive. 

Nephritis  is  rationally  and  simply  divided  into  acute  and 
chronici  instead  of  the  useless  and  confusing  subdivisions  gen- 
erally given.  The  chapter  on  cirrhosis,  including  its  semeiology 
and  treatment,  is  excellent.  Scarlatinal  nephritis  is  fully  con- 
sidered, together  with  chapters  on  amyloid  kidney  and  cyanotic 
induration. 

The  text  is  illustrated  with  a  number  of  engravings  from  orig- 
inal drawings^  chiefly  representing  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the 
kidneys.  The  type  is  clear,  and  an  excellent  index  is  added. 
We  regard  this  as  one  of  the  best  monographs  which  has  ap- 
peared on  the  subject. 

Analysis  of  the  Urine,  with  Special  Reference  to  the  Dieases 
OF  the  Genito  Urinary  Organs.  By  K.  B.  Hoffman,  Pro- 
fessor in  the  University  of  Gratz,  and  R.  Uttzmann,  Docent  in 
the  University  of  Vienna.  Translated  by  T.  Buxton  Brune, 
A.M.,  M.D.,  and  H.  Holbrook  Curtis,  Ph.B.,  M.D.  Second 
edition.  8vo.,  305  pages.  Illustrated.  Price,  $2.  New  York: 
D.  Appleton  &  Co.  i886. 

Professors  Hoffman  and  Uttzmann  have  fully  accomplished 
their  object  in  giving  to  practiuoners  of  medicine  a  clear,  correct, 
and  concise  guide  in  the  diagnosis  of  diseases  of  the  genito- 
urinary organs.  The  translators,  in  addition  to  their  excellent 
rendition  of  the  views  of  the  authors,  have  given  increased  value 
to  the  work  by  incorporating  in  it  much  that  has  recently  been 
added  to  our  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

The  authors,  in  their  preface  to  the  second  edition,  say  as  fol- 
lows :  '^  We  have  eliminated  all  unnecessary  matter,  and  have 
endeavored  to  make  our  processes  so  simple  that  but  a  limited 
knowledge  of  chemistry  will  be  necessary  to  understand  our 
tests/^  We  can  most  heartily  commend  this  work  as  one  of  pe- 
culiar value,  and  of  great  interest  and  utility  to  the  profession. 
The  type  is  large  and  clear,  the  paper  and  binding  excellent^  and 
the  illustrations  satisfactory  and  instructive. 
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The  Genuine  Works  of  Hippocrates.  Translated  from  the  Greek, 
with  a  Preliminary  Discourse  and  Annotations.  By  Francis 
Adams,  LL.D.,  Surgeon.  Volume  II.  Being  Vol.  VII.  of 
Wood's  Library  for  1886.     New  York :  William  Wood  &  Co. 

All  who  take  an  interest  in  the  views,  theories,  and  speoula- 
tions  of  the  Father  of  Medicine,  and  desire  to  compare  them 
with  the  accepted  views  of  the  present  day,  will  be  greatly 
pleased  with  this  excellent  translation  and  its  annotations.  Dr. 
Adamses  translation  was  the  result  of  a  special  request  of  the 
Sydenham  Society  that  he  carefully  examine  the  large  number 
of  works  bearing  the  name  of  Hippocrates,  and  select  from  them 
those  that  are  unquestionably  genuine. 

Vol.  II.  contains  chapters  on  Things  Relating  to  the  Surgery  ; 
CD  Fractures;  on  the  Articulations;  Mochlicus;  Aphorisms;  the 
Oath ;  the  I^aw ;  on  Men ;  on  Fistulse ;  on  Hemorrhoids,  and 
on  the  Sacred  Disease.  It  will  prove  of  interest  and  no  little 
benefit  to  any  who  will  give  it  a  careful  perusal. 


^ditariitL 


NATIONAL  SANITARY  AFFAIRS— SET  TO  THE  TUNE  OF 
"THE  ARKANSAS  TRAVELER." 


We  have  no  hesitation  in  the  assertion  that  at  least  three-fourths  of 
our  people  are  perfectly  familiar  with  the  incident  that  is  said  to  have 
given  origin  to  one  of  our  famous  dance  tunes.  Yes,  yes ;  when  it  is 
raining  we  can't  repair  the  roof,  and  when  it  is  not  raining  it  does  not 
need  it! 

The  following  communication,  in  the  PAHa.  Med.  Times  of  the  21st 
ult.,  written  by  its  talented  and  able  Baltimore  editor.  Dr.  Geo.  H. 
Rohe,  is  a  very  correct  statement  of  the  status  of  National  sanitary 
matters  at  the  close  of  the  Forty-ninth  Congress.  Dr.  R. ,  although 
quite  young  in  years,  is  recognized  as  one  of  our  authorities  on  public 
hygiene.     He  writes  over  date  of  August  6th. 

"  Sanitarians  have  received  scant  comfort  from  the  Congress  which 
has  just  adjourned  its  first  session.     The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
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National  Health  Bureau  went  to  sleep  early  in  the  winter  Intended, 
as  it  was,  to  create  an  office  for  a  sanitary  official  temporarily  out  of 
employment,  it  lacked  sufficient  vitality  to  keep  it  alive.  Its  failure 
will  probably  cause  very  little  regret. 

''The  bill  for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  to  study  yellow 
fever,  which  was  introduced  by  request  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  and  endorsed  by  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
othw  medical  societies,  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of  passing.  It 
had  passed  the  Senate  without  a  dissenting  voice,  and,  in  an  amended 
form,  was  unanimously  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  in 
the  House.  Congress  recognized  the  practically  unanimous  endorse- 
ment which  the  measure  received  from  the  profession,  as  well  as  the 
press,  both  professional  and  lay,  throughout  the  country.  Had  the 
bill  been  allowed  to  come  to  a  vote  upon  its  merits,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  would  have  been  adopted  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  It 
failed  because,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  objection  by  a  single 
member  could  prevent  its  consideration.  Throughout  the  session  it 
was  evident  that  the  members  of  the  National  Board  of  Health  and 
their  adherents  in  Congress  were  inimical  to  the  measure,  though  no 
one  could  understand  the  reasqn  for  their  opposition.  The  prospects 
of  the  bill  finally  dwindled  in  the  last  days  of  the  session  through  the 
persistent  objection  of  a  member  of  the  House  from  New  York,  who 
signalized  his  presence  in  no  other  way  during  his  entire  service.  The 
cause  of  his  opposition  was  a  mystery  until  it  was  discovered  that  he 
was  a  family  connection  of  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board.  By 
their  enmity  to  this  measure  the  members  of  that  organization  invited 
its  own  destruction.  The  Sundry  Civil  biH  as  passed  contains  no  ap- 
propriation for  the  continuance  of  the  Board. 

''The  later  history  of  the  National  Board  of  Health  is  not  a  creditable 
one.  It  was  peculiarly  the  offspring  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  and  started  out  on  its  career  with  brilliant  prospects. 
The  parent  organization  sustained  it  with  all  its  influence,  even  under 
encouraging  circumstances,  until  it  became  evident  that  the  members 
of  the  Board  cared  nothing  for  the  latter  qua  Board,  but  were  solely 
interested  in  perpetuating  their  own  official  existence.  Some  of  the 
members  foresaw  what  was  coming,  and  '  stood  from  under '  in  time, 
but  the  others  waited  until  the  ruin  toppled  about  their  ears,  and  few 
will  probably  waste  much  sympathy  over  their  final  obliteration. 
^<  The  only  drawback  is  that  no  legislation  on  sanitary  matters  seems 
now  for  a  good  many  years,  unless  an  epidemic  compels  it. 
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It  is  not  tmlikely  that  had  the  members  of  the  Board,  who  had  held 
office  through  two  Administrations,  tendered  their  resignations  when 
the  present  Administration  went  into  office,  and  given  President  Cleve- 
land an  opportunity  to  fill  their  places  with  live  men  in  sympathy  with 
the  new  order  of  things,  some  provision  would  have  been  made  for 
the  continuance  of  the  organization-  Their  selfish  obstinacy  has 
placed  the  prospect  for  National  sanitary  legislation  farther  in  the 
Aiture  than  it  has  seemed  to  be  at  any  time  within  the  last  decade. 
The  sole  protection  of  the  country  against  invasion  by  exotic  epidemic 
diseases  now  rests  with  the  Marine  Hospital  Service  and  a  rational 
local  quarantine.  Inasmuch  as  only  a  few  ports  have  any  thing  like 
an  efficient  system  of  local  quarantine,  the  activity  of  the  Revenue 
Marine  Coast  Patrol  must  be  depended  upon  to  guard  the  vulnerable 
points.  Even  at  the  time  of  writing  this,  yellow  fever  is  at  the  Na- 
tional Quarantine  Station  at  Ship  Island,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and 
threatening  the  central  Gulf  coast  with  invasion." 

While  we  do  not  endorse  all  the  statements  in  Dr.  R.'s  communica- 
tion, more  especially  his  strictures  upon  the  N.  B.  H.,  we  are  justified 
in  placing  this  lengthy  extract  before  our  readers  at  this  time,  and 
hope  that  every  member  of  the  medical  profession  will  take  so  much 
interest  in  regard  to  the  formation  of  the  next  House  of  Representa- 
tives as  will  secure  such  a  representation  as  will  result  in  suitable  leg- 
islation on  this  subject. 

Hon.  Isham  G.  Harris,  of  this  State,  who  has  so  long  and  so  fibly 
represented  his  people  in  the  Senate,  has  not  been  supported  as  he 
should  have  been  by  the  Representatives  in  the  other  branch  of  the 
National  Legislature,  who  come  more  direct  from  the  people.  He 
has  always  taken  a  proper  view  of  the  importance  of  National  sanita- 
tion ;  and  we  think  it  incumbent  on  the  medical  profession  of  this  and 
adjacent  States,  to  at  least  manifest  such  interest  in  the  coming  elec. 
tions,  as  will  aid  in,  or  secure  the  election  of  members  of  the  House 
who  will  give  proper  attention  to  so  important  a  matter. 

The  "Tariff,"  or  ** National  aid  to  Education,"  are  questions  that 
sink  into  insignificance  in  comparison  to  the  Nation's  Health.  Our 
law-makers  should  not  wait  for  the  stimulus  of  an  epidemic  visitation 
of  some  devastating  scourge — ^look  at  the  terrible  losses  in  valuable 
lives  and  property  that  might  have  been  prevented  by  timely  legisla- 
tion and  a  pittance  of  expenditure  in  comparison,  prior  to  the  epidemics 
of  '73>  '7^7  and  '79 — but  should  be  up  and  doing.  In  other  words, 
repair  the  roof  in  fair  weather— don't  wait  until  the  storm  bursts,  for 
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whatever  is  done  then  will  be  hastily,  hurriedly,  and  unquestionably 
less  perfectly  and  satisfactorily  executed. 

As  to  the  failure  of  the  N.  B.  H.,  that  we  have  regarded  but  as  a 
question  of  time,  and  placed  our  objections  to  it  on  record  in  the  ad- 
dress as  Chairman  of  the  Section  on  State  Medicine  at  the  3^th  annual 
meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association.  We  also  at  that  time 
as  now,  doubted  the  ability  of  the  Marine  Hospital  Dept.  to  satisfac- 
torily manage  affairs  of  so  great  magnitude  and  importance  at  all  times, 
in  addition  to  the  other  duties  devolving  upon  it. 

We  have  always  been  an  advocate  for  the  creation  of  a  Department 
of  Health  by  the  United  States  Government,  a  department  of  far  more 
importance  than  several  of  those  that  now  exist,  and  one  wh^ch,  if  it 
receive  even  a  moderate  appropriation  and  support,  will  show  far  more 
satisfactory  and  beneficial  results. 


UNDISSOLVED  CAPSULES. 


*'  We  notice  more  favorable  reports  of  the  use  of  quinine  in  cap- 
sules. This  reminds  us  of  a  case  we  were  once  treating  in  which 
there  was  a  tendency  to  diarrhoea.  The  patient  was  a  young  man  who 
had  typical  symptoms  of  malarial  fever.  We  prescribed  quinine  in 
large  doses  administered  in  capsules,  but  our  patient  showed  no  evi- 
dences of  becoming  convalescent.  After  being  much  puzzed  for  some 
days  over  this  matter,  we  noticed  while  observing  the  character  of  the 
stools  that  it  contained  three  of  the  capsules  intact  which  had  passed 
through  the  intestines  unchanged.  We  cannot  account  for  this,  unless 
the  manufacturers  used  a  hard  article  of  glue  in  their  manufactures  in- 
stead of  a  good  quality  of  gelatine.  Where  medicines  are  put  up  in 
capsules  the  attention  of  the  nurse  should  be  called  to  this  matter,  if 
we  do  not  find  our  remedies  are  having  their  desired  effect." — Texas 
Courier-Record  of  Medicine. 

There  are  two  conditions  under  which  unsatisfactory  results  in  the 
use  of  gelatine  capsules  for  the  administration  of  nauseous  or  bitter 
drugs  invariably  occur. 

First,  the  veriest  tyro  in  medicine  should  know  that  gelatine  is  in- 
soluble in  alcohol.  The  addition  of  a  very  minute  portion  of  diluted 
alcohol,  such  as  a  little  weak  toddy,  wine,  or  the  administration  of 
any  of  the  tinctures,  prevent  its  solubility  in  the  fluids  of  the  stomach. 
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I^t  any  one  try  the  experiment  of  placing  a  capsule  in  a  glass  of  pure 
water,  and  another  in  the  same  quantity  of  water  to  which  one  tea- 
spoonful  of  whisky,  or  any  other  form  of  diluted  alcohol,  has  been 
added,  and  subject  them  both  to  90®  to  100°  of  temperature.  In  30 
minutes  or  less,  the  one  will  be  dissolved,  while  the  other  will  be  con- 
verted into  a  tough,  leather  like  substance,  retaining  its  shape  and 
toughness  for  hours,  or  almost  indefinitely.  Tannin  pIso  precipitates 
gelatine.  We  remember  on  one  occasion  being  railed  to  a  case  in 
which  tannic  acid,  in  3  gr.  doses  had  been  administered  in  gelatine 
capsules,  and  this,  too,  by  a  practitioner  who  had  some  degree  of  rep- 
utation in  his  locality,  with  a  regular  diploma  hanging  in  his  office. 
The  patient  had  just  as  well  have  put  the  capsules  in  his  breeches- 
pocket 

Second,  when  the  stomach  or  bowels  are  in  a  very  irritable  condi- 
tion, gelatine  capsules  should  not  be  administered.  It  will  require  at 
least  30  minutes  or  more  immersion  in  compatible  fluids  of  the  tempera- 
ture of  body  to  enable  the  gelatine  to  be  dissolved,  and  set  free  its 
contents  in  the  alimentary  canal.  The  hardness,  the  similarity  to  a 
foreign  solid  substance  of  a  gelatine  capsule  is  sufficient  to  add  to  the 
irritation  of  an  already  irritable  stomach  or  alimentary  canal. 

Observing  these  precautions,  we  have  never  had  any  than  the  most 
satisfactory  results  with  the  use  of  the  empty  capsules  manufactured 
by  H.  Planten  &  Sons,  of  New  York,  or  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co., 
of  Detroit. 


THE  TENNESSEE  STATE   DRUGGISTS  ASSOCIATION. 


The  druggists  of  Tennessee  met  in  Nashville  on  Wednesday,  August 
nth,  and  formed  a  State  Association.  The  address  of  welcome  was 
delivered  by  J.  T.  Lellyett,  of  Nashville.  It  was  appropriate,  elo- 
quent, and  gracefully  delivered. 

A  constitution  and  by-laws  were  adopted. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year:  R.  H. 
Gordon,  Nashville,  Permanent  President;  T.  W.  Scruggs,  Memphis, 
First  Vice-president;  Dr.  McCampbell,  Knoxville,  Second  Vice- 
president  ;  John  T.  Lellyett,  Nashville,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Space  does  not  permit  of  our  publishing  the  constitution  and  by-laws 
in  this  issue. 
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The  Memphis  Board  of  Exchange  expressed  themselves  ready  to 
cooperate  with  the  Association  in  all  measures  for  relief. 

The  following  standing  committees  were  appointed:  Committee  .on 
Legislation — ^J.  S.  Cain,  Nashville ;  J.  L.  Robinson,  Memphis,  and  A. 
J.  Albess,  Knoxville.  Committee  on  Trade  Interests — W.  W.  Berry, 
Nashville;  M.  Block,  Chattanooga,  and  B.  H.  Owen,  Clarksville. 

A  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  to  petition  the  Legislature  to 
relieve  druggists  from  the  unjust  imposition  of  the  act  relating  to  the 
sale  of  liquor  by  druggists  passed  in  1882. 

The  following  was  offered  by  M.  Block,  of  Chattanooga : 

^^  Resohedy  That  this  Association  discountenances  the  selling  of  al- 
coholic stimulants  by  druggists  for  other  than  medicinal  purposes,  and 
therefore  will  not  consider  any  druggist  in  good  standing  in  the  pro- 
fession who  is  guilty  of  such  a  practice." 

The  Association  adjourned  to  meet  in  Nashville  the  second  Wednes- 
day in  May,  1887. 


PATENT  MEDICINES. 

In  one  of  our  selected  articles  we  give  some  very  interesting  points 
in  regard  to  the  use  of  patent  medicines  in  this  country.  Here  is  a 
field  of  no  litde  magnitude  for  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  the 
State  medicine  people.  We  think  it  would  result  in  far  greater  benefit 
if  this  immense  trade  could  at  least  be  regulated — not  suppressed.  We 
doubt  the  ability  of  the  law  making  power  to  suppress,  or  the  consti- 
tutionality  of  laws  looking  to  its  suppression,  and  possibly  some  of  the 
articles  coming  within  this  class  are  more  or  less  beneficial. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  takes  the  proper  view  of  the  matter,  but  is  pow- 
erless so  far  as  the  people  are  concerned.  It  does  prevent  the  use  of 
these  preparations  by  honorable  members  of  the  regular  profession. 
The  regulation  that  is  needed — that  which  would  be  perfectly  ade- 
quate— is  simply  the  enactment  and  mjarcement  of  such  legislation  as 
would  secure  the  publication  of  the  correct  formula  in  plain  and  intel- 
ligible terms,  both  as  regards  character  and  quantity,  on  each  package 
that  is  sold.  By  this  means  many  of  them,  such  as  are  frauds  upon 
the  public  and  therapeutic  absurdities,  would  be  legitimately  sup- 
pressed, and  such  as  are  of  any  use  whatever  would  be  more  than 
ever  in  demand.  The  patent  protects  the  discoverer  or  inventor  just 
as  much  as  in  other  patented  articles;  the  publication  of  the  compo- 
nent parts  upon  each  package  dispensed,  would  protect  the  people. 
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New  Journals. — Among  the  new  medical  journals  that  have  been 
placed  before  the  public  during  the  current  year,  we  take  pleasure  in 
mentioning  the  following : 

Prof^ess,  a  48  page,  double  column,  monthly,  edited  by  Prof.  Dud- 
ley S.  Reynolds,  M.D.,  of  Louisville,  Ky.  Subscription  price,  $2 
per  annum.  It  is  newsy,  lively,  unique  in  its  make-up,  and  with  so 
able,  experienced  and  talented  a  helmsman  can  but  succeed. 

Thf  Alabama  litedical and  Surgical  Jaumaly  80  pages,  monthly,  edited 
by  Drs.  J.  D.  S.  and  W.  E.  B.  Davis,  of  Birmingham,  Ala.  Sub- 
scription price,  $2.50  per  annum.  A  most  excellent  addition  to  the 
periodical  literature  devoted  to  medicine  and  surgery.  Its  editors, 
although  novitiates,  manifest  an  ability,  energy,  and  interest  well  worthy 
of  emulation. 

Tlu  Pacific  Record  of  Medicine  and  Phamuxey^  monthly  (Spanish  and 
English),  32  pages,  quarto.  Chas.  W.  Moore,  M.D.,  editor,  corner 
Third  and  Market  Streets,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  is  a  very  handsome 
publication  from  the  Pacific  Slope.  It  has  a  Spanish  appendix  for  the 
benefit  of  Spanish-American  readers.  Subscription  price,  $2  per  an- 
num. Quite  a  number  of  well-written  original  articles,  able  editorials, 
and  carefully-made  selections  constitute  its  make-up. 

T7u  Neurological  Review y  56  pages,  monthly,  edited  by  Dr.  J.  S. 
Jewell,  of  Chicago,  111.  Subscription  price,  $3  per  annum.  Devoted 
distinctly  to  clinical  neurology. 

We  cordially  welcome  them  to  our  exchange  table,  and  wish  them 
a  most  hearty  success. 


Ergot  IN  Specific  Inflammation  of  the  Urethra.. — The  first 
of  our  selected  articles  is  one  from  our  lively,  interesting,  and  wide- 
awake contemporary,  The  Medical  Age,  written  by  Dr.  J.  Harvey 
Craig,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio,  giving  a  very  satisfactory  account  of  the 
use  of  liquid  ergot,  normal,  in  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoeal  cases  of 
long  standing. 

In  the  March,  1883,  number  of  The  Southern  Practitioter,  we 
published  a  commimication  from  Dr.  I.  H.  Hall,  of  Milledgeville, 
Ga. ,  in  which  equally  satisfactory  results  followed  the  use  of  fluid  ex- 
tract of  ergot  in  recent  cases.  One  case,  seen  on  the  fourth  day,  was 
completely  relieved  in  four  days  by  injection  of  undiluted  fluid  extract 
of  ergot,  aided  only  by  a  dose  of  Epsom  salts. 

We  have  made  occasional  use  of  the  normal  liquid  and  the  fluid  ex. 
tract,  and  have  found  in  every  instance  the  most  gratifying  results. 
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McIntosh  Manufacturing  Company  have  an  advertisement  in 
this  issue  that  will  well  repay  perusal.  We  have  been  using  one  of 
their  i8-cell  combined  galvanic  and  faradic  batteries  for  more  than  a 
year  past,  and  find  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  instruments 
that  we  have  ever  used.  It  is  compact,  portable,  durable,  and  will  not 
fail  to  give  satisfaction.  Send  for  their  illustrated  catalogue;  also 
send  for  their  pamphlet  on  "Some  Practical  Facts  about  Displace- 
ments of  the  Womb."  The  Mcintosh  Manufacturing  Company  also 
make  a  uterine  supporter,  combining  both  internal  and  external  sup- 
port, self-adjusting  and  adaptable  to  the  varying  positions  of  the  body. 


Treatment  of  Opium  Poisoning. — Dr.  C-  K.  Wilcox,  of  Gaines- 
ville, La.,  reports  in  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for 
August,  that  he  took  by  mistake  one  fluid  ounce  of  laudanum,  and  was 
successfully  treated  by  emetics  of  zinc  sulphate  and  ipecac,  adminis- 
tered immediately,  but  which  did  not  produce  emesis  for  two  hours. 
Atropia,  one-fifteenth  grain,  was  given  hypodermically  an  hour  after 
taking  the  tr.  opii.  Enforced  exercise  and  strong  coffee  were  also 
used.  Respiration  did  not  fall  lower  than  nine  to  the  minute  \  heart's 
action  feeble  and  rapid. 


LiSTERiNE  is  not  only  valuable  to  the  surgeon,  gynecologist,  and 
dentist,  but  has  proven  in  our  hands  peculiarly  beneficial  in  keeping 
down  the  unpleasant  odor  and  fetor  of  the  breath  in  advanced  stages 
of  consumption.  The  formula  we  use  is  saturated  solution  of  potas. 
chlor.,  three  parts;  listerine,  one  part.  Take  one  to  two  teaspoonsful 
three  or  four  times  daily.  In  disorders  of  the  stomach,  in  which,  from 
imperfect  or  delayed  digestion,  decomposition  of  the  food  is  likely  to 
occur,  it  is  also  a  most  valuable  preparation. 


A  High  Compliment  to  a  Distinguished  Texas  Physician. — Dr. 
Q.  C.  Smith,  of  Austin,  Texas,  has  been  made  a  Fellow  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Science,  Letters,  and  Art  of  London,  and  has  received  his 
certificate,  with  the  compliments  of,  and  an  autograph  letter  from,  the 
Hon.  President,  Sir  Henry  V.  Goold,  ^zx\.—Daniefs  Texas  Medical 
loumal. 
Yes.  He  received  the  degree  and  paid  for  it  Others  desiring  the 
ne  distinguished  honoTf  have  only  to  remit  the  necessary  cash. 
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Missouri  Medical  College — Correction. — In  our  two  last  num- 
bers appeared  a  very  egregious  and  unfortunate  typc^aphical  error  in 
the  advertisement  of  this  reliable  and  reputable  school  of  medicine. 
The  lecture  fees  were  placed  at  $7  instead  of  $75.  No  school  furnish- 
ing the  excellent  character  of  such  thorough  instruction  as  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  College,  could  afford  lower  terms  than  those  adopted  by 
all  the  regular  schools  in  good  standing  in  the  South  and  West. 


Chief  Medical  Purveyor,  Gen.  J.  H.  Baxter,  M.D.,  has  been 
designated  by  President  Cleveland,  Acting  Surgeon-General  of  the 
Army,  Surgeon-General  Murray  having  ibeenjplaced  on^  the  retired 
list.  We  sincerely  hope  that  he  will  receive  the  appointment  perma- 
nently, to  which  he  is  entitled  by ''reason  of  rank,  duration  and  effi- 
ciency of  service,  and  unquestioned  ability. 


Robinson's  Lime  Juice  and  Pepsin  is  an  elegant  preparation,  con- 
taining the  reliable  digestive  properties  of  Schaeffer's  Concentrated^ 
Pepsin  and  the  aperient  and  cholagogue  characteristics  of  pure  lime 
juice.  It  is  a  valuable  remedy  for  dyspepsia,  indigestion,  and  bilious- 
ness, and  is  specially  useful  during  the  heated  term.  It  can  be  ob- 
tained from  our  retail  and  wholesale  druggists. 


Lactated  Food,  as  prepared  by  Wells,  Richardson  &  Co.,  is  highly 
nutricious,  non-irritating,  and  a  most  valuable  preparation.  It  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  of  artificial  foods  to  be  used  during  the  hot 
season^  and  will  do  much  toward  preventing  cholera  infantum,  and  is 
most  beneficial  in  all  cases  of  that  terrible  disease. 


Wayne's  Elixer  of  Juniper  and  Acetate  of  Potash  is  one  of 
the  most  satisfactory  diuretic  combinations  we  have  ever  used.  Try 
it,  and  you  will  not  regret  it 


Likes  Its  Action  Very  Much. — I  have  used  Acid  Mannateonone 
case,  and  liked  its  action  very  much. 
Sun  Hill,  Ga.  J.  R.  Henderson,  M.D. 
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To  Protect  Iron  from  Rust. — Professor  Calvert  has  recently 
made  the  interesting  discovery,  by  practical  tests,  that  the  carbonate 
of  potash  and  soda  possess  the  same  property  of  protecting  iron  and 
steel  from  rust  as  do  those  alkalies  in  a  caustic  state.  Thus  it  is  found, 
that  if  an  iron  blade  be  immersed  in  a  solution  of  either  of  the  above 
carbonates,  it  exercises  so  protective  an  action  that  if  it  is  exposed  to 
a  damp  atmosphere  it  will  not  oxidize,  even  after  so  extended  a  period 
as  two  years.  Similar  results,  it  appears,  have  also  been  obtained  with 
sea-water,  on  adding  to  the  same  the  carbonates  of  potash  or  soda  in 
suitable  proportions. 


National  Health  Service. — The  Senate  has  passed  the  bill  cre- 
ating a  commission  to  investigate  the  efficacy  of  inoculation  as  a  pre- 
ventive of  yellow  fever,  but  restricted  the  membership  to  two  officers, 
skilled  in  bacteriology,  already  in  the  Government  service,  authorizing 
them,  however,  to  employ  experts — in  clinical  knowledge  of  the  dis- 
ease, we  suppose,  as  without  this  no  report  by  mere  bacteriologists 
would  be  of  much  value.  In  the  Senate,  also,  the  Committee  on  Epi- 
demic Diseases  has  reported  an  amendment  to  the  Sundry  Civil  bill, 
appropriating  $33,500  to  pay  the  expenses  oi  the  National  Board  of 
Health.  Dead  Sea  hruit — Cause :  Want  of  Action  in  the  House  of 
Representatives. 


Tasteless  Quinine. — See  the  advertisement  of  Sweet  Emulsion  of 
Quinine.  The  claims  made  by  the  manufacturers  of  this  preparation 
can  be  relied  on.  It  is  not  only  free  from  disagreeable  taste,  but  pos- 
sesses all  the  valuable  properties  of  the  alkaloid.  The  quinia  is  per- 
fectly soluble  in  the  stomach,  and  just  as  good  effects  may  be  antici- 
pated with  the  same  degree  of  certainty  as  if  other  preparations  were 
used. 

Pa  PINE  is  the  anodyne  or  pain  relieving  principle  of  opium,  the  nar- 
cotic and  convulsive  elements  being  eliminated.  It  has  less  tendency 
to  cause  nausea,  vomiting,  constipation,  etc.  Indications — Same  as 
opium  or  morphia. 


P.  C.  JuRNEV,  M.D.,  Olin  N.  C,  says:    I  have  tested  Celerina  in 
my  practice  and  find  it  a  most  excellent  nerve  tonic. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


EDITORIAL.  441 

Many  Kansas  druggists  place  handbills  along  the  walls  of  their  re- 
spective stores,  declaring  their  willingness  to  partake  of  a  dose  of 
every  bottle  of  medicine  put  up  by  them.  When  it  is  considered 
that  the  chief  medicine  sold  in  Kansas  is  whisky,  the  above  offer  loses 
much  of  its  heroic  aspect.  ^ 


For  Blistered  Feet. — Salicylic  suet  is  used  in  the  German  army 
as  a  remedy  for  foot-sores,  instead  of  the  sylicylic  powder  formerly 
employed.  It  is  composed  of  two  parts  of  pure  salicylic  acid  and 
ninety-eight  parts  of  the  best  mutton  suet. 


Doctors. — Moliere  had  a  verry  sorry  opinion  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession. He  described  doctors  as  those  who  pour  out  medicine  about 
which  they  know  little,  into  bodies  about  which  they  know  less,  in  order 
to  cure  diseases  about  which  they  know  nothing  at  all. 


Sure  Sign  of  Death. — It  is  stated  on  reasonable  good  authority 
that  when  they  wish  to  ascertain  if  a  Kentuckian  is  dead,  '*  Let's  take 
a  drink!"  is  whispered  gently  ia  the  ear  of  the  supposed  corpse.  If 
no  reply  is  made  the  funeral  can  go  on. 


Nitro-glvcerine  has  just  been  admitted  to  the  British  pharmaco- 
poeia. The  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  use  of  dynamite,  and  the 
legal  difficulties  in  the  way  of  its  manufacture,  are  given  as  the  reasons 
of  the  late  recognition  of  so  valuable  a  drug. 


Well  Pleased  with  Its  Action. — I  have  used  Acid  Mannate  and 
am  well  pleased  with  its  action.  W.  J.  J.  Paris,  M.D. 

Karber's  Ridge,  111. 


The  American  Rhinological  Association  will  hold  its  fourth  an- 
nual meeting  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  6th  of  October  next. 


Mt.  Catarrhdin  is  suggested  as  a  suitable  resort  for  hay-fever  sub- 
jects. 
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SECONDSUMMER  DIARRHCEl  OP  CHILDREN.^ 


BY 
W.   D.   HAQGABD^   M.D., 

Profe%9or  of  Gyncecology  and  Diseases  of  Children,  Med.  Dq>L 
Univ.  of  Tenn.  {NashviUe  Medical  GoUege.) 


Eiitero-colitis^  inflammatory  diarrhoea^  iDtestinal  catarrh  of  in- 
faDtS;  second  summer,  etc.,  are  the  synonyms  employed  to  desig- 
nate the  disease  I  am  expected  to  describe  in  this  paper.  In 
order  that  we  may  have  constantly  before  our  minds  the  character 
and  nature  of  the  affection,  we  will  point  out  briefly  the  an- 
atomical lesions,  which  are  found  to  consist  in  a  hyperemia  of  the 
mucous  membrane  of  the  ileum  and  c^lon,  notably  of  that  por- 
tion situated  about  the  ileocsecal  valves  and  the  sigmoid  flexure. 

^A  paper  read  before  the  Davidson  County  Medical.Society,  Aug.  21st,  1886. 
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As  the  disease  assumes  a  chronic  character^  the  isolated  glands 
become  involved^  the  extent  of  involvement  bearing  a  direct  ratio 
to  the  duration  and  severity  of  the  lesion,  becoming  ulcerated  in 
the  more  inveterate  cases. 

JEHiclogy. — Children  insufficiently  nourished,  and  exposed  to 
sudden  changes  of  temperature  without  sufficient  clothing  of  a 
suitable  character  to  afford  protection,  sometimes  become  affected 
with  diarrhoea,  just  as  other  children  contract  coryza  or  bronchitis 
from  the  same  cause. 

But  the  most  common  primary  factor  in  the  production  of  en- 
tero-colitis  is  the  injestion  of  food  which  is  unsuitable  for  in- 
fantile digestion.  I  remark  on  this  point  that  the  period  most 
liable  to  the  onset  of  the  disease  is  that  between  six  and  eighteen 
months  of  age.  Prior  to  the  age  of  six  months  the  child  is  chiefly 
nourished  from  the  mother's  breast  or  the  bottle ;  at  any  rate,  the 
food  consists  mainly  of  milk.  Below  the  agee  of  six  and  eighteen 
months  the  child  intuitively  carries  everything  it  can  lay  its  hands 
upon  to  its  mouth,  and  either  by  accident  or  design,  fnjests  food 
which  acts  as  an  irritant  to  the  now  undeveloped  condition  of  the 
digestive  apparatus.  Diarrhoea  due  to  these  causes  occurs  in  all 
localities  and  climates.  When  we  have  superadded  to  the  above  a 
high  range  of  temperature,  we  have  a  condition  highly  favorable 
to  the  development  of  the  disease.  Thus,  we  have  in  the  last 
edition  of  J.  Lewis  Smith's  work,  a  tabulated  statement  of  the 
deaths  occurring  from  infantile  diarrhoea,  giving  the  number  of 
deaths  occurring  in  each  month  for  the  year  1882  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  Without  stopping  to  give  the  entire  table,  I  simply 
call  attention  to  the  months  of  January  and  July,  in  which  the 
deaths  under  five  years  of  age  were,  in  January,  34,  in  July, 
1,633.     These  figures  need  no  comment. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  New  York  Board  of  Health  for 
1870  the  mortality  from  diarrhoeal  affections  amounted  to  2,789, 
or  33  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths.  Of  these  deaths,  95  per  cent, 
occurred  in  children  less  than  6  years  old,  92  per  cent,  in  chil- 
dren less  than  2  years  old,  and  67  per  cent,  in  those  less  than  a 
year  old.  (Smith.)  I  give  the  above  statistics,  first,  to  show  the 
fearful  mortality  of  infantile  life;  secondly,  to  show  the  influence 
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of  heat,  accompanied  by  ansanitary  conditions,  such  as  is  pro- 
duced by  overcrowded  apartments,  damp  cellars,  filth,  decaying 
vegetable  matter,  defective  sewerage,  personal  undeanliness,  im- 
pure .water,  etc.  Observation  shows  that  the  noxious  effluvia 
with  which  the  air  becomes  polluted  in  the  filthiest  portion  of 
any  large  city,  is  largely  responsible  for  diarrhoeal  troubles  both 
in  children  and  adults. 

Whether  the  exact  nature  of  the  disastrous  agent  or  agents  in 
the  foul  atmosphere  which  causes  the  diarrhoea  consists  in  gases 
or  organisms  has  not  been  fully  determined,  although  I  believe 
the  preponderance  of  evidence  is  greatly  in  favor  of  the  germ 
theory  as  an  »tiological  factor  in  the  production  of  entero-colitis. 

But  to  the  factors  already  referred  to  we  roust  name  another 
equally  potent,  and  without  which  the  disease  would  be  shorn  of 
much  of  its  terror  and  much  of  its  fatality.  We  refer  now  to  the 
unsanitary  conditions  which  do  now,  and  must  ever,  exist  in  all 
large  cities,  despite  the  best  directed  efforts  of  sanitarians.  In 
proof  of  the  statement  that  heat  alone  does  not  suffice  for  the 
promotion  of  pumraer  complaint  of  children,  we  refer  to  the 
smaller  towns  and  rural  districts,  where  the  same  intensity  of 
heat  obtains,  and  yet  the  summer  complaint  does  not  occur,  at 
least  only  exceptionally. 

Therefore,  the  causative  influence  of  indigestible  food  and  of 
high  temperature,  both  combined,  do  not  account  for  diarrhoeal 
troubles. 

To  epitomize  the  aetiological  factors  in  entero-colitis,  we  will 
name,  first,  residence  in  large  cities;  second,  high  temperature, 
associated  with  moisture;  third,  improper  food;  fourth,  age  of 
patient. 

Derditian. — The  opinion  formerly  entertained  in  the  profession, 
and  now  prevalent  in  the  community,  that  many  infantile  mala- 
dies arise  directly  of  indirectly  from  dentition,  is  erroneous. 
Still  there  are  physicians  of  experience  who  believe  that  teething 
is  a  common  cause  of  certain  maladies,  especially  of  functional 
derangements,  even  of  organs  remote  from  the  mouth. 

On  the  other  hand,  equally  good  observers — and  the  number 
is  increasing — almost  wholly  ignore  the  pathological  merits  of 
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dentition.  They  say  that  as  it  is  strictly  a  physiological  process^ 
it  should,  like  other  such  processes  be  excluded  from  the  domain 
of  pathology.  A  moment's  reflection  will  show  how  important  it 
is  to  understand  the  exact  relation  of  dentition  to  infantile  diseases. 

Every  physician  is  called  now  and  then  to  cases  of  serious 
diseases,  inflammatory  and  non-inflammatory,  which  have  been 
allowed  to  run  on  without  treatment.  In  the  belief  that  the 
symptoms  were  the  result  of  dentition,  I  have  known  acate 
meningitis,  pneumonitis,  and  entero-oolitis,  even  with  medical  at- 
tendance, to  be  overtaken,  and  the  symptoms  attributed  to  teeth- 
ing during  the  very  time  when  appropriate  treatment  was  most 
urgently  demanded.  Many  lives  are  lost  from  neglected  entero- 
colitis, the  parents  believing  the  diarrhoea  to  be  symptomatic  of 
dentition,  a  relief  to  it,  and  therefore  not  to  be  treated.  Such 
mistakes  are  traceable  to  the  erroneous  doctrines  once  inculcated 
in  the  schools,  and  still  held  by  many  of  the  laity,  that  dentition 
is  directly  or  indirectly  a  common  cause  of  infantile  diseases  and 
derangements.     (J.  Lewis  Smith.) 

'' Dentition  is  usually  held  to  be  the  cause  of  many  ailments, 
but  to  what  extent  it  is  really  so  is  doubtful.  The  time  of  den- 
tition is  one  of  transition.  An  uniform  and  bland  diet  is  changed 
for  one  of  greater  variety,  and  febrile  attacks — diarrhoea  and 
vomiting,  which  are  so  rife  at  this  time — are  more  satisfactorily 
experienced  by  indigestibility  of  food  than  by  some  occult  in- 
fluence of  tooth-cutting.^'     ( Gk)odhart.) 

True  we  may  have  a  diseased  condition  of  the  alveolar  process 
of  the  periosteum,  or  other  structure  which  may  exert  a  deleteri- 
ous influence]  on  the  digestive  apparatus,  but  I  deny  that  any  of 
these  pathological  conditions  depend  upon  the  condition  of  the 
teeth.  These  structures  are  just  as  liable,  to  take  on  a  morbid 
condition  as  the  cellular,  the  membrane  or  any  other  tissue,  and 
when  they  do  so,  exert  an  influence  for  bad;  just  as  a  morbid  con- 
dition of  any  other  structures  may  do.  In  other  words,  when  the 
structures  involved  in  the  proc?ss  of  dentition  become  the  seat 
of  morbid  action,  it  is  as  completely  independent  of  the  act  of 
djptition  as  a  morbid  condition  of  any  other  part  of  the  body  is 
->dent  of  its  natural  development. 
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Teething  was^  as  late  as  the  beginning  of  the  present  oentury^ 
looked  npon  as  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  infantile  mortality. 
According  to  Eustace  Smithy  ^*  one  author  classes  it  among  the 
fatal  diseases  of  childhood ;  others  estimate  the  mortality  from 
this  cause  alone  at  one-tenth,  one-sixth,  one-third,  and  even 
one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  death«i  under  the  age  of  two 
years.  Even  at  the  present  day  it  is  common  to  find  dentition 
included  in  the  »tiology  of  almost  every  variety  of  nervous  dis- 
orders occurring  in  the  child.^' 

Such  opinions  as  above  quoted  may  do  for  the  laity,  but  for  a 
highly  -  educated  physician  to  confound  a  purely  physiological 
process  with  a  pathological  condition  is  too  absurd  to  deserve 
notice. 

The  process  of  dentition  is  purely  physiological,  and  should  not, 
and,  as  I  firmly  believe,  does  not,  give  rise  to  any  more  incon- 
venience than  the  digestion  of  a  meaPs  victuals  by  a  healthy 
stomach,  unless  some  morbid  condition  of  the  gums  or  teeth 
arises  during  the  evolution  of  the  teeth,  in  which  case  the  un- 
healthy condition  might  be  a  factor  in  the  production  of  diar- 
rhoea, just  as  a  morbid  condition  of  the  stomach  might  produce  a 
diarrhoea. 

In  my  judgment,  the  relation  existing  between  the  evolution  of 
the  teeth  and  the  occurrence  of  a  diarrhoeal  afiection  cannot  be 
any  thing  more  than  a  mere  coincidence,  provided  always  that 
the  process  be  normal.  Any  opinion  to  the  contrary  cannot  be 
sustained  by  legitimate  argument. 

Symptoms. — An  attack  of  entero-colitis  in  its  prodomic  stage  is 

characterized   by    restlessness,   disturbed  sleep,  anorexia,    sour 

evacuations,  frequent  acid  dejections,  growing  less  consistent  and 

more  frequent,  until  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  constitute  the  most 

prominent  and  alarming  symptoms.      The  stools  consist  of  sour 

and  undigested  food,  and  number  from  six  to  twenty  in  twenty- 

-  four  hours.      Sometimes  the  evacuations  vary  in  character  and 

consistency.   The  may  be  semi-polid  or  liquid,  green  and  acid,  or 

they  may  contain  mucous  and  blood,  or  finally  be  almost  serous 

and  highly  offensive.  There  may  be  pain,  with  tenesmus  attending 
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or  DOt^  with  slight  rectal  prolapse.  The  tongue  is  often  very  red 
at  the  tip  and  edges^  with  a  whitish  fur  in  the  centre  ;  thirst  is 
increased  in  proportion  to  extent  of  fever,  appetite  diminished, 
abdomen  distended  and  oftentimes  tender  on  pressure.  The 
surface  is  hot  and  dry^jthe  thermometer  indicating  pyrexia,  rang- 
ing from  lOr  to  103 "";  pulse  feeble^'often  numbering  120  to  140 
per  minute.  Urine  scanty,  highly  colored,  and  often  muddy,  and 
passed  only  at  long  intervals.  If  the  disease  progresses  uniformly 
the  face  grows  pale,  the  features  pinched,  the  eyes  sunken  and 
lusterless,  the  nasal  lines  of  Judelot  appear.  About  this  time,  in 
unfavorable  cases,  a  dark  ring  surrounds  the  eyes.  If  determina- 
tion to  the  brain  has  not  already  occurred,  it  is  apt  to  show  itself 
now,'qttickly  followed  by  spasms;  the  fonatanellee,  if  still  open,  be- 
come full  and  throbbing,  the  body  rapidly  wastes,  the  muscles  be- 
come flabby,  the  buttocks  and  inner  portions  of  the  thighs  chafe 
from  the  acid  condition  of  the  discharges.  The  case  progresses 
from  bad  to  worse.  As  death  approaches,  coma  with  frequency  of 
spasms  increases,  the  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  become  wholly  un- 
controllable and  death  quickly  follows. 

Diagnosis  is  early  established  by  the  age  of  the  patient,  the 
locality,  sanitary  surroundings,  season  of  the  year,  by  the  vom- 
iting, the  character  of  matter  ejected,  the  number  and  character 
of  the  stools,  the  loss  of  appetite,  increase  of  thirst,  and  preva- 
lence of  the  disease. 

Prognosis  is  governed  largely  b}  the  surroundings,  the  ability 
of  patients  to  improve  them,  or,  if  they  are  too  bad,  to  remove 
the  child  to  a  more  favorable  locality.  Sporadic  cases  occurring 
in  rural  districts  admit  of  more  favorable  prognosis. 

In  the  treatment  of  all  diseases  and  injuries  of  the  human 
body,  the  first  duty  of  the  physician  is  to  acquire  a  thorough  and 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  morbid  anatomy  of  the  structures  in- 
volved, and  to  appreciate  the  physiological  and  pathological 
changes  wrought  by  the  exiciting  cause  of  the  disease  which  he 
seeks  to  cure. 

It  is  particularly  necessary  that  this  line  of  thought  and  in- 
quiry should  obtain  in  diseases  of  children,  whose  organism  is 
exceedingly  delicate  and  easily  impressed  by  extraneous  causes 
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and  pernicious  inflaenoes.  It  is  equally  important  that  the  phy- 
sician should  make  due  recognition  of  the  recuperative  powers  of 
nature^  which  are  often  quite  sufficient  to  effect  a  restoration  to 
health  as  soon  as  the  exciting  cause  is  removed.  Thus^  we  find 
indigestible  and  irritant  injesta  a  prolific  cause  of  entero-colitis; 
hence,  the  substitution  of  a  dietary  which  the  digestive  apparatus 
of  the  child  is  capable  of  assimilating  and  appropriating  to  the 
nourishment  and  devolopment  of  the  body  for  the  unsuitable 
diet  often  given  the  child,  will  frequently  effect  a  cure  without 
farther  medication.  We  often  have,  however,  superadded  to  the 
unsuitable  injesta,  other  factors  equally  potent  for  evil,  such  as  a 
high  range  of  temperature,  unsanitary  surroundings,  with  all  its 
accompaniments.  Therefore,  under  such  circumstances  as  these, 
the  condition  of  the  dietary  alone  will  not  suffice,  but  in  addi- 
tion we  would  recommend  people  who  have  the  means  to  remove 
the  patient  to  a  place  of  safety  in  the  country,  or  to  the  sea- 
shore for  the  summer  months.  For  people  who  cannot  afford 
this,  much  may  yet  be  done  in  the  way  of  prevention  of  further 
inroads  upon  the  system,  and  a  permanent  cure  be  effected  by  keep- 
ing the  child  during  the  day  in  the  fresh,  open  air  of  public 
squares  and  parks,  by  fasting,  by  clean  and  suitable  clothing, 
good  food,  by  attention  to  cleanliness  of  bedding,  and  free  venti- 
lation of  sleeping  apartments  during  the  heated  term. 

The  clothing  must  be  thin  and  light  as  possible,  provided, 
always  that  woolens  are  worn  next  the  skin.  Several  times  a  day 
during  the  early  stages  of  the  attack,  the  whole  surface  of  the 
body  should  be  sponged  with  water  at  about  80^  F.,  and  carefully 
dried  with  gentle  friction  until  the  skin  is  aglow.  After  pros- 
tration has  set  in,  full  warm  baths,  freely  stimulated  with  mustard 
or  alcohol,  are  to  be  employed. 

In  prescribing  the  dietary,  quantity  as  well  as  quality  should 
be  definitely  stated,  otherwise,  owing  to  the  intense  thirst,  more 
liquid  food  will  be  taken  than  can  be  digested.  With  bottle- 
fed  children  good  fresh  cows'  milk  must  form  the  basis  of  any 
food.  A  necessary  precaution  is  always  to  see  that  the  most 
scrupulous  cleanliness  is  obtained  in  the  management  of  the  bot- 
tle and  tips,  and  no  tubular  arrangement  should  ever  be  allowed/ 
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as  it  is   next  to  impoesible  to  keep  a  rabber  tube  properly 
cleaned. 

The  medical  treatment  should  be  well  considered^  and  no  agent 
should  be  administered  without  the  most  cogent  and  satisfactory 
reasons   therefor.    I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  that,  taken  alto- 
gether, if  more  attention  was  paid  to  the  dietetic  and  hygienic 
treatment  of  the  diseases  of  children,  and  less  medicines  were 
used,  infantile  mortality  would  be  less  an  opprobrium  to  the  pro- 
fession than  it  is.     And  yet  medicine,  wisely  selected,  judiciously 
administered,  and  its  effects  carefully  watched,  is  capable  of  doing 
a  vast  amount  of  good.     Children  are  easily  impressed  by  medi- 
cine, and  its  effect  for  weal  or  woe  is  speedy  and  effeotoal.     In 
almost  every  case  of  entero-colitis  the  secretions  are  sadly  ^at  iault, 
particularly  that  of  the  liver,  as  indicated  by  the  lack  of  bilious 
matter  in  the  stools;  therefore,  mercurials  in  very  minute  doses, 
persistently  followed  up,  in  my  judgment,  constitute  the  anchor 
of  hope  and  will  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  do  more  to  avert 
the  onward  march  of  the  disease  than  any  agent  at  our  command. 
Its  power  in  controlling  the  disease  arises,  first,  from  its  well- 
known  alterative  effect  on  the  liver,  but  its  chief  virtue  lies  in 
the  control  it  exercises  over  the  process  of  fermentation.     One  of 
the  most  hopeful  signs  of  improvement  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease  is  based  upon  the  avidity  with  which  the  medical  mind  has 
seised    upon  the  advances  made  in  establishing  the  causative 
relation   between  micro-organisms  and  the  development  of  the 
disease.     It  is  a  conceded  fact  that  fermentation  is  the  result  of  the 
presence  of   a  vegetable  parasite,  in    all  <iubstances  capable  of 
undergoing  fermentation.     Hence,  the  great  desideratum  in  the 
treatment  of  second  summer  complaints  is  to  find  an  agent  that 
will  destroy  the  vegetable  parasite,  and  thus  arrest  fermentation. 
It  is  now  well  established  that  mercury  is  the  best  germicide  yet 
discovered,  the  bichloride  and  the  bin-iodide  being  the  prepara- 
tions which    have  the  most  power  in  effecting  the  destruction 
of  the  germs  which  are  so  constantly  present  in  the  contents  of 
the  intestinal  canal  in  all  cases  of  entero-colitis.  Fermentation  is 
the  starting-point  in  putrefaction,  the  latter  being  the  result  of  a 
rapid  accumulation  of  bacteria,  without  which  pntrefaction  can- 
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Dot  take  place.  That  this  is  so,  is  placed  beyond  dispute  by  the 
experiments  of  Koch,  Pasteur,  and  others,  and  the  whole  doctrine 
of  antiseptics  rests  upon  this  affirmation.  Did  time  permit  we 
might  enlarge  upon  this  point.  In  the  selection  of  the  particu- 
lar preparation  of  mercury,  this  may  safely  be  left  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  physician,  as  well  as  the  dose  and  the  length  of  time  * 
it  is  kept  up.  I  must  insist,  however,  on  the  agent  being  used 
in  doses  sufficiently  minute  as  to  admit  of  its  constant  employ- 
ment without  the  fear  of  ptyalism. 

Antiseptics — Listerine  being  the  best — in  combination  with 
astringents,  will  be  found  useful,  provided  always,  that  neither 
be  used  in  doses  sufficently  large  to  distend  the  stom'ach  in  the 
performance  of  its  now  debilitated  functional  activity.  Cod- 
liver  oil  will  be  found  in  protracted  cases  of  great  value,  often 
improving  digestion  by  its  ready  assimilation  and  appropriation 
to  the  nutritive  functions. 

During  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it  will  often  become  neces- 
sary to  resort  to  the  use  of  alcoholic  stimulants,  to  ward  off  pros- 
tration or  rally  the  powers  of  nature  in  desperate  and  prolonged 
cases.  Given  in  ten  to  twenty-drop  doses,  according  to  the  age 
and  condition  of  the  child,  it  often  exerts  a  beneficial  influence 
in  allaying  vomiting,  sustains  the  strength,  etc.  Oftentimes  we 
find  it  necessary  to  administer  bismuth  in  the  shape  of  the  sub- 
nitrate,  ferrugenous  tonics,  as  the  ferrated  elixir  of  calisaya.  The 
various  vegetable  astringents  often  prove  effective  for  good.  If 
the  child  be  under  a  year  old  and  still  nursing,  I  prefer  often  to 
administer  the  medicine  to  the  mother,  particularly  when  it  is 
deemed  advisable  to  give  cod-liver  oil ;  we  thus  impi:ove  the 
quality;  malt  beer  or  porter,  we  increase  the  quantity  of  milk. 

Then,  to  summarize  the  points  we  have  endeavored  to  make: 
Eliminate  from  fhe  professional  mind  the  traditional  heresy  that 
teething  is  to  be  r^arded,  when  normally  performed,  as  exercis- 
ing any  influence  whatever  as  a  causative  agent  in  the  production 
of  entero-colitis ;  educate  parents  up  to  the  proper  recognition 
of  the  true  causes  which  are  most  active  in  the  development  of 
the  demon,  viz.:  Unpalatable  food,  high  temperature,  bad  hy- 
gienic surroundings,  age,  and  residence  in  large  cities.    When  the 
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people  are  educated  ap  to  this  point  they  will  not  trust  their 
offspring  to  the  merciless  greed  of  micro  organisms,  which  are 
carried  into  the  intestinal  canal  with  every  morsel  of  food, 
whether  solid  or  liquid,  the  child  eats,  and  which  find  in  the  in- 
testinal tract  the  fittest  soil  for  their  propagation  and  develop- 
ment, instead  of  consoling  themselves  with  the  false  idea  that  it 
is  only  teething  that  is  undermining  the  life  of  their  dear  little 
ones.  Then  they  will  send  for  the  doctor,  and  thus  give  the  child 
and  the  doctor  a  chance. 


VARICOCELE. 


BY 
PAUL  F.  EVE,  M.D., 
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Varicocele  may  be  defined  as  a  varicosed  condition  of  the 
spermatic  veins  within  the  scrotum,  while  cirsocele  is  used  to  de- 
note a  varicosed  condition  of  the  veins  of  the  cord  and  testicle. 
These  two  terms  are,  however,  used  synonymously  to  express  any 
abnormally  varicosed  condition  of  the  spermatic  veins  independ- 
ent of  the  location  affected.  The  disease  always  commences  in 
the  spermatic  cord,  and  generally  makes  itself  known  by  a  heavy 
and  often  smart  pain,  which  from  time  to  time  darts  to  the  tes- 
ticle and  loins.  The  ailment,  however,  frequently  develops  itself 
without  any  inconvenience.  This  disease  cc^nfines  itself  mostly 
to  the  left  side,  the  proportion  between  the  development  upon  the 
right  and  left  side  being  as  twenty  to  one  in  favor  of  the  latter. 
This  excessive  frequency  upon  the  left  side  is  explained  as  fol- 
lows :  First,  the  left  testicle  hangs  lower  in  the  scrotum,  and  thus 
the  veins  of  the  left  side  support  a  heavier  column  of  blood ; 
second,  the  spermatic  veins  of  the  left  side  are  pressed  upon  by 
the  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  when  distended ;    third,  the 
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spermatic  veins  of  the  left  side  join  the  renal  vein  at  a  right  angle 
to  the  current  of  blood,  thus  impeding  the  rapid  return  of  blood 
from  the  left  testicle ;  fourth,  the  left  spermatic  vein  is  by  some 
authorities  stated  to  be  poorly  supplied  with  valves,  but  anatom- 
ical accuracy  of  the  statement  is  questionable.  The  causes  of 
this  disease  may  be  divided  into  three  classes;  1.  Those  which 
impair^the  general  vigor  of  the  part — viz.,  masturbation,  abuse  of 
venery,  chronic  orchitis  or  repeated  attacks  of  acute  orchitis,  lack 
of  proper  support,  or  from  a  relaxed  scrotum,  etc. ;  2.  Causes 
from  pressure — viz.,  abdominal  tumors,  enlarged  lumbar  or  in- 
guinal glands,  hernia,  trusses  or  belts  worn  around  the  waist, 
accumulation  of  fat  in  the  omentum,  or  mesentery.  3.  Causes 
by  muscular  efiort — viz.:  Prolonged  riding  on  horseback ;  pro- 
longed rowing,  exercise  in  running,  waltzing,  etc.,  whooping- 
cough. 

Varicocele  forms  a  pyramidal  swelling  in  the  scrotum,  with 
its  base  downward  and  its  apex  extending  upward  toward 
the  inguinal  canal.  The  swelling  ha^^  a  peculiar  knotted  and 
convoluted  feeling,  and  the  sensation  conveyed  to  the  hand  is 
often  compared  to  that  which  would  be  given  by  a  bunch  of  earth-* 
worms.  The  tumor  increases  when  the  patient  stands  or  walks^ 
and  almost,  if  not  quite,  disappears  when  lying  down.  The  only 
affection  with  which  varicocele  could  possibly  be  mistaken  is  that 
of  scrotal  hernia,  and  the  diagnosis  is  sufficiently  clear  to  be  un- 
mistakable. We  will  point  out  a  few  of  the  diagnostic  points. 
In  varicocele  the  tumor  is  knotty  and  irregular,  and  feels  like  a 
bag  of  worms.  In  hernia  the  tumor  is  usually  smooth  on  its  sur- 
face and  regular  in  its  outline.  In  varicocele  the  tumor  increases 
on  the  application  of  heat;  in  hernia  this  is  not  the  case.  The 
last  diagnostic  symptom  I  will  give  puts  these  diseases  beyond 
question — viz.:  In  varicpcele  the  tumor  returns  when  the  patient 
stands  up,  in  spite  of  presHure  at  the  ring.  In  scrotal  hernia  the 
tumor,  if  once  reduced,  can  be  prevented  from  a  return  by  press- 
ure at  the  external  ring. 

Having  now  clearly  defined  and  located  this  disease,  I  now  in- 
vite your  attention  to  its  treatment.  This  we  shall  divide  into 
palliative  and  curative.     In  the  palliative  treatment,  application 
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of  cold  astringents^  snch  as  lead  ^ash,  solation  of  alam^  aromatic 
deooctioDSy  naptha,  etc.,  have  been  nsed.  This,  with  a  well-con- 
structed supporter,  are  the  only  means  that  have  as  yet  been 
brought  forward.  Possibly  the  best  apparatus  for  the  sup- 
port of  varicocele  is  the  one  invented  and  now  largely  nsed  by 
Dr.  Morgan,  of  Dublin,  which  consists  of  a  piece  of  webbing 
four  and  a  half  inches  long,  three  and  a  half  inches  wide  at  one 
end,  four  inches  at  the  other,  and  gradually  tapering  to  the  nar- 
rower end ;  a  piece  of  thick  lead  wire  is  stitched  in  the  rim  of 
the  smaller  end  ;  two  tapes  sewed  along  the  entire  length  of  the 
webbing,  and  the  sides  furnished  with  neat  hooks,  a  lace  and  a 
good  tongue  of  chamois  leather.  When  the  suspender  has  been 
applied  to  the  testicle,  the  tapes  are  to  be  attached  to  an  abdomi- 
nal belt.  Legions  in  number  are  the  operations  which  have  been 
suggested  and  practiced  for  the  radical  cure  of  this  affection.  I 
will  briefly  pass  some  of  them  in  review,  leaving  for  the  last  the 
one  which  in  my  hands  has  proven  the  most  successful.  Accord- 
ing to  Celsus,  the  superficial  veins  were  cauterized  with  a  pointed 
iron,  and  the  whole  bundle  of  deep  veins  lied  and  extirpated. 
Dr.  Charles  Bell's  operation  consisted  in  the  separate  tying  of 
one  or  more  venous  strings.  The  modern  operations  which  are 
proposed  and  have  had  numerous  advocates  are  those  of  Bicord, 
Vidal,  Lee,  Wood,  and  Aunandale.  Ricord's  method  consists  in 
introducing  subcutaneously  in  opposite  directions,  but  through 
the  same  aperture,  two  double  ligatures,  one  beneath  the  sperm- 
atic veins,  isolated  from  the  vas  deferens,  and  the  other  above 
them,  so  that  there  shall  be  a  loop  and  two  ends  of  the  ligature 
on  each  side.  The  ends  are  then  threaded  with  the  corre- 
sponding loops,  and  attached  to  a  light  yoke  provided  with 
a  screw,  by  daily  turning  which  they  are  constantly  drawn 
tight,  thus  effectually  strangulating  and  ultimately  cutting 
through  the  veins,  from  which  the  ligature  drops  in  the  course 
of  the  second  or  third  day.  Vidal's  method  consists  in  pass- 
ing a  steel  pin,  perforated  at  both  ends,  below  the  veins  and 
between  them  and  the  vas  deferens,  and  through  the  same  aper- 
ture a  silver  wire  above  the  veins  and  between  them  and  the 
skin.     The  wire  is  threaded  through  the  perforations  at  each  end 
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of  the  pin,  which  is  then  rotated  in  such  a  way  as  to  twist  the 
wire  and  roll  up  and  firmly  compress  the  veins.  The  wire  is 
twisted  more  and  more  tightly  each  day,  until  the  yeins  are  cut 
through,  usually  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  week,  when  the 
pin  and  wire  are  easily  withdrawn. 

Lee^s  method  consists  in  passing  two  needles  beneath  the  veins 
and  between  them  and  fhe  vas  deferens,  about  an  inch  apart, 
pressure  being  then  made  by  means  of  elastic  bands  passed  over 
the  extremities  of  the  'needles.  The  veins  which  are  thus  com- 
pressed at  two  points,  are  next  divided  subcutaneously  between 
the  needles,  which  may  be  removed  on  the  third  or  fourth  day. 
Another  method  recommended  by  the  same  surgeon  consists  in 
cutting  away  a  portion  of  the  scrotum,  compressing,  dividing, 
and  searing  with  a  hot  iron  the  affected  veins,  and  finally  closing 
the  wound  with  a  carbolized  suture. 

Wood's  method  is  an  ingenious  modification  of  Ricord's,  in 
which  the  veins  are  surrounded  subcutaneously  with  a  metallic 
ligature,  and  the  ends  of  the  ligature  pass  through  and  are  sc- 
oured by  a  light  spring,  by  the  action  of  which  the  wire  is  con- 
stantly drawn  tight. 

Annandale's  method  consists  in  excising  a  portion  of  the  en- 
larged vein,  as  practiced  by  Marshall  and  Steele  in  cases  of  varix 
of  the  extremities.  These  operations,  as  stated  by  Ashurst  and 
others,  are  attended  with  some  risk,  and  can  only  be  justifiable  in 
exceptional  cases. 

The  operation  as  practioed^by  myself  consists  first,  as  suggested 
and  practiced  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  in  cutting  away  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  redundant  scrotum ;  in  next  exposing  the  veins  and 
in  ligating  them  with  a  carbolized  silk  suture.  The  parts  are 
then  brought  together  by  means  of  silk  sutures,  and  the  scrotum 
held  with  firmly  applied  adhesive  strips.  The  sutures  are  re- 
moved between  the  fourth  and  eighth  days.  What  I  claim  for 
this  operation  is  that  it  is  less  hazardous,  and  that  the  results  in 
my  hand  have  been  more  satisfactory  than  any  of  the  other  op- 
erative procedures. 
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SCIRRHU8 


BY 
CHALMERS  DEADERICK,  M.D.,  OF  KNOXVILLE,  TENN. 


In  May,  1878,  I  was  called  in  consultation  to  see  Mrs.  £. 
L.  M.  I  found  a  physician,  and  a  consultant  in  attendance. 
The  patient,  a  lady  58  years  old,  had  an  infiltrating  scirrhas 
cancer  of  the  breast,  The  disease  had  been  in  progress  about 
two  years — she  had  nursed  her  husband  a  few  years  before,  who 
died  of  cancer — and  was  far  advanced,  nearly  the  whole  breast 
being  involved,  as  well  as  the  axillary  glands  on  the  afiected 
side,  which  were  very  much  enlarged.  A  rough,  ulcerated,  and 
bleeding^surface  about  two  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter  covered 
the  most  projectingjportions  of  the  tumor. 

The  patient's[general  health  was  extremely  poor.  There  was 
loss  of  appetite,  great  emaciation,  nausea,  and  feebleness.  Taking 
everything  into  consideration,  the  case  did  not  seem  to  be  a  favor- 
able one  for(surgical{operation.  There  was  one  point  upon  which 
we  all  agreed,  viz.:  That  she  would  not  live  through  the  summer 
without  surgicalginterference ;  but  upon  the  question  of  the  pro- 
priety of  a^surgicalloperation^we  could  not  agree.  The  attending 
physician  took  positive  ground  against  it.  The  writer  took  posi- 
tive ground^fbrjt,  and,our  colleague  said  he  would  sustain  neither 
one  of  us.  This  '^dead-lock''  of  three  necessitated  the  calling  of  a 
fourth.  Dr.  J.  M.  Boyd,  who  decided  with  the  writer ;  and,  ac- 
cordingly, on  the^20th  of  May,  1876,  I,  assisted  by  Drs.  J.  M. 

Boyd,  J.  P.  Park,|and ,  removed  the  whole  of  the  diseased 

breast,  and^all  of  the  enlarged  axillary  glands.  The  prostration 
and  feebleness  of  the  patient  was  such  after  the  operation  was 
completed,  that  we  thought  it  imprudent  to  remove  her  from  the 
opera ting^table  for  several  hours. 

vouud  healed  promptly;  but  in  July  following  a  nodule 
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about  as  large  as  a  filbert  developed  near  the  cicatrixi  and  on 
July  23rdy  after  freezing  the  parts  with  rhigolene  spray,  I  re- 
.moved  it. 

Again^  on  August  21st^  I  removed  another  small  lump  from 
near  the  edge  of  the  cicatrix,  but  at  a  different  point. 

Again,  on  October  20,  1S79,  another  from  a  point  two  inches 
above  the  outer  end  of  the  cicatrix. 

Again,  on  February  17,  1879,  another  from  near  the  edge  of 
the  cicatrix. 

And,  finally,  again  on  May  21,  1879,  another  an  inch  and  a 
half  above  the  middle  part  of  the  cicatrix. 

Afler  that  the  disease  seemed  to  be  exhausted,  and  there  was 
never  any  evidence  of  a  return  of  it. 

After  the  first  operation,  the  patient's  health  was  very  much 
improved,  and  contiuued  good  for  several  years;  but  her  con- 
stitution was  always  delicate,  and  at  the  time  of  the  original 
operation  she  was  prematurely  old,  physically. 

About  eighteen  months  ago  her  general  health  began  to  fail, 
and  she  died  in  her  sixty-sixth  year,  August  9,  1866,  of  maras- 
mus, having  lived  seven  years,  two  months,  and  nineteen  days 
after  the  last  operation. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  general  condition  of  the  patient, 
and  the  far  advance  of  the  disease,  the  result  was  extraordinary, 
and  is  a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  knife,  persistently  used, 
in  removable  cancer. 


S^UtiHan^. 


The  LiMiTATioNri  OP  Medicine. — Doubtless  those  of  our 
readers  whose  experience  as  medical  practitioners  dates  baok  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  have  witnessed  a  great  change  in  their  con- 
ceptions of  the  power  of  medication  unto  the  healing  of  the  sick. 
In  their  neophite  days  there  were  set  opposite  each  disease  numer- 
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0U6  sure  oures,  and,  panoplied  with  the  armamentarium  of  a  rich 
materia  medica,  they  went  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer  with 
all  the  enthusiasm  and  confidence  of  youth.  Time,  however, 
wrought  its  strange  mutations,  and  with  the  lapse  of  years  there 
came  a  growing  regard  for  Nature,  the  kind  old  dame,  with  whose 
assistanoe  patients  recovered  in  spite  of  misdirected  zeal.  It  is, 
nevertheless,  a  fact  that  much  of  the  talk  which  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  hear,  of  the  inefficacy  of  medication,  and  the  boasts  of 
medical  nihilism,  is  mere  flippancy.  While  it  is  unquestionably 
true  that  too  much  is  expected  of  drugs  by  the  young  practition* 
ers,  it  is  none  the  less  a  fact  that  there  are  among  them  many 
'^  friends  whose  adoption  has  been  tried  "  through  experience,  and 
which  are  '^grappled  to  the  soul  with  hooks  of  steel"  by  him 
who  has  seasoned  his  years  of  practice  with  brains,  and  con- 
science, and  an  observant  eye. 

As  an  illustration  of  the  flippancy  to  which  we  have  referred, 
we  have  before  us  an  article  by  Dr.  G.  M.  Dewey,  in  the  Medical 
Beoord,  He  instances  the  fact  that  recent  works  on  practice  con- 
tain more  on  diagnosis  and  pathology,  and  less  on  therapeutics, 
than  those  of  a  century  ago,  as  evidence  of  the  decline  of  thera- 
peutics. This  is  a  most  unwarrantable  inference.  The  fact  ar- 
gues rather  that  the  vague  generalities  of  a  century  ago  have 
become  crystallized,  and  that  diffuseness  has  been  consolidated 
into  directness.  He  mentions,  further,  in  illustration  of  the  de- 
cadence of  therapeutics,  the  fact  that  whole  classes  of  remedies 
are  left  out  of  modern  works  on  the  subject ;  among  them  are 
lithontriptics,  and  he  declares  emmenagogues  and  expectorants  to 
be  on  a  decline.  '*  Lithontriptics,"  it  is  true,  have  disappeared, 
but  who  will  hold  in  this  age  of  advanced  knowledge  ol  the 
chemistry  of  the  secretions  and  excretions  that  their  place  has 
not  been  supplied  with  a  treatment,  hygienic  and  medical,  which 
does  infinitely  more  for  the  affections  to  which  the  other  remedies 
were  blindly  directed  than  wasdreamptof  a  century  ago?  And 
notwithstandiug  Meigs'  satirical  reference  to  emmenagogues  as 
"  hen-persuaders,"  it  would  argue  very  profound  ignorance  to 
hold  that  amenorrhosa  is  not  vastly  more  susceptible  to  modern 
tr^ipent  than  it  was  even  a  century  ago.    Expectorants,  too. 
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although  they  are  no  longer  directed  to  pneumonitis^  it  would  be 
difficult  for  the  therapeutic  nihilist  to  convince  the  practitioner 
who  is  abreast  of  the  knowledge  of  the  age,  that  they  do  not 
play  an  important  part  in  the  treatment  of  affections  of  the  res* 
piratory  apparatus.  ''Some  doctors/'  says  our  skeptical  friend, 
''still  l>elieve  that  squills,  ipecac,  and  senega  possess  some  powers 
to  get  phlegm  out  of  the  lungs."  Yes,  indeed,  the  woods  are 
full  of  just  such  doctors,  and  their  practice,  we  warrant,  would 
compare  favorably  in  its  results  with  that  of  the  dilletante  who 
prides  himself  on  his  disbelief  in  the  efficacy  of  drugs. 

"The  better  class  of  physicians,"  continues  the  writer,  "are 
not  expecting  honors  from  prescriptions.  Flint  was  no  drugger. 
Holmes  was  a  medical  skeptic.  Bennett,  before  whom  the  dosers 
and  druggers  quail,  says  there  are  but  four  drugs  known  whose 
effects  are  unquestionably  beneficial  in  particular  diseases.  They 
are :  (1)  Quinine  in  ague ;  (2)  pitch  ointment  in  psoriasis ;  (3)  male 
shield  fern  in  tapeworm ;  and  4,  sulphur  ointment  in  scabies." 
While  we  yield  to  none  in  our  respect  for  the  names  quoted,  we 
must  still  remember  that  Flint  and  Bennett  were  less  qualified  to 
speak  on  the  subject  of  therapeutics  than  are  thousands  of  prac- 
titioners of  to-day  who  believe,  for  instance,  that  there  is  virtue 
in  opium,  mercury,  belladonna,  iron,  digitalis,  ipecac,  iodide  of 
potassium,  and  at  least  a  score  of  other  drugs,  without  which 
they  feel  it  would  be  a  farce  and  even  a  fraud  for  them  to  pretend 
to  treat  disease.  As  for  Holmes,  the  dear  old  autocrat,  we  will 
continue  to  love  and  honor  him  and  his  memory,  but  we  will  be 
excused  if  we  refuse  to  regard  him  as  an  authority  on  thera- 
peutics. 

Dr.  Dewey's  communication  is,  nevertheless,  a  piece  of  inter- 
esting reading,  and  contains  some  truths.  The  limits  of  our 
space  forbid  further  criticism  of  it,  and  we  shall  be  content  vvith 
giving  a  few  quotations  without  comment : 

"  When  we  cut  out  the  confessedly  incurable  and  the  self- 
limited  complaints,  we  have  not  got  much  to  work  on.     The 
specialist  claims  what  is  left.     Drugs  intelligently  used,  I  doubt 
not,  have  often  greatly  assisted  nature  in  her  extremity. 
"  Sulphate  of  quinine,  while  it  is  still  prescribed  by  the  rou- 
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tioist  Id  typhoid  fever^  is  eschewed  by  more  thoughtful  men  in 
the  profession.  Given  day  after  day^  to  reduce  a  temperature 
which  comes  back  day  after  day  until  the  disease  has  run  its 
course,  was  indeed  very  silly  practice,  to  say  nothing  of  its  dele- 
terious effect  on  the  digestive  and  nervous  systems. 

'^  The  United  States  Dispensatory  contains  eighteen  hundred 
closely  written  pages  giving  the  virtues  of  innumerable  drugs. 
Yet  alcohol  and  opium  are  of  more  value  than  all  the  others 
con)bined.  Opium  has  assuaged  more  pain,  soothed  more  sor- 
rows, and  saved  more  lives  than  all  the  remedies  in  the  materia 
medica.     Good  doctors  father  no  prescriptions,  no  specifics. 

^'  While  Binger  is  quoted  as  a  believer  in  specific  medication, 
while  his  book  goes  through  semi-annual  editions,  his  most 
vaunted  remedies  are  for  functional  disorders.  A  good  physi- 
cian's highest  hopes  are  realized  when  he  has  by  opium  assuaged 
pain,  and  by  alcohol  kept  the  heart  wagging  in  the  decline  of 
some  violent  malady. 

*'  If  we  have  been  nature's  adjunct  in  her  extremity,  we  have 
filled  our  mission. 

'^  Alcohol^  though  slandered  and  villified  by  fanatics,  has  saved 
millions  from  an  untimely  end.  There  seems  to  be  some  inex- 
plicable affinity  between  alcohol  and  the  human  system.  The 
higher  the  civilization  the  more  apparent  the  affinity.  Noah, 
who  built  the  mammoth  ship  that  sr  ved  the  world,  felt  its  sooth- 
ing influence;  while  Solomon,  th3  wisest  of  mankind,  like  Mo- 
hammed, interdicting  wine,  fell  the  victim  of  a  more  ravishing 
vice. 

'^  Noah's  first  thought,  when  his  boat  landed,  was  wine.  He 
planted  his  vineyard  before  his  corn  or  tobacco.  The  Bible  says, 
^  Give  wine  to  him  who  is  sad  of  heart,  and  strong  drink  to  him 
who  is  ready  to  perish.'  But  as  this  is  not  a  dissertation  on  pro- 
hibition, sesthetics,  psychology,  or  divinity,  I  will  not  pursue  this 
thought  further. 

"  A  doctor's  faith  in  physic  is  the  measure  of  his  intellect.  It 
is  always  in  inverse  proportion.  Confidence  in  God  and  nature 
points  to  large  comprehension. 

'^  When  we  look  upon  the  countless  millions  who  have  lived 
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their  allotted  time  andootored  and  undragged,  oar  faith  in  physic 
weakens.  With  all  oar  knowledge,  all  oar  skill,  we  give  out  at 
three  score  and  ten.  The  divine  appoinment  of  death  robs  us  of 
Utopian  hope  in  drugs.  Impossibility  of  proof  of  demonstra- 
tion is  at  the  bottom  of  endless  controversy  in  medicine  and  di- 
vinity. Wo  all  agree  about  the  multiplication  table.  Truth  is 
mightier  than  lore — than  authority. 

'^  The  strife  between  nature  and  art  in  the  core  of  disease  has 
resulted  in  a  victory  for  the  former.  Nature,  unadvertised,  has 
won  a  thousand  trophies  to  one  of  art,  whose  seas  of  ink  have 
been  drained  to  prove  one  cure." — Medical  Age. 


The  Pbevfntion  of  Comhunioable  Diseases. — Dr.  J.  M. 
Anders  made  the  Prevention  of  Communicable  Diseases  the  sub- 
ject of  an  address  before  the  Pennsylvania  State  Medical  Society. 

The  chances  for  successful  prophylaxis  of  infectious  diseases 
are  greatly  increased,  he  said,  in  those  instances  in  which  the 
specific  organism  has  been  isolated  to  which  the  infectious  quality 
is  due.  The  demonstration  of  the  specific  cause  of  a  disease 
often  leads,  by  inciting  further  study,  to  the  attainment  of  cer* 
tain  knowledge  concerning  the  indispensable  conditions  for  its 
development  and  multiplication.  Communicable  diseases  are  in 
great  measure  preventable,  provided  that  the  known  principles 
of  hygiene  are  rigidly  enforced. 

The  list  of  communicable  diseases  is  long  and  varied,  and  in 
recent  times  hai  been  added  that  scourge  of  humanity — phthisis. 
In  general  this  class  of  affections  has  a  common  mode  of  dissem- 
ination— viz.,  by  contagion,  by  infection,  or  both,  though  in 
varying  degrees.  As  a  corollary,  there  are  certain  leading  prin- 
ciples looking  to  their  prevention,  which  principles  are  applica- 
ble to  them  as  a  class,  and  they  may  be  conveniently  considered 
under  three  heads:  First,  isolation  of  the  patient;  secondly,  at- 
mospheric purification  by  disinfection  and  ventilation ;  thirdly, 
purity  of  the  water  supply. 

What  does  proper  isolation  consist  in  ?    Not  merely  in  placing 
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tbe  patient  in  a  separate  apartment^  havinn:  been  occupied  by 
other  members  of  the  household^  bat  a  special  room  should  be 
set  apart  for  this  class  of  invalids  in  every  comfortable  family. 
Sensely-populated  centers  should  afford  fever  hospitals.  There 
are  few  human  interests  which  could  be  more  successfully  pro- 
moted by  an  enlightened  public  sentiment  than  the  proper  isola- 
tion of  those  ill  with  infectious  diseases.  There  are  certain  in- 
disputable facts  opposing  the  practicability  of  complete  disinfec- 
tion of  ordinary  living-rooms  after  being  used  for  a  patient  suf- 
fering with  a  contagious  disease.  Thus^  Prof.  Tyndall  found  by 
experiment  that  the  air  of  inclosed  boxes  at  the  end  of  three 
days  no  longer  swarmed  with  the  microscopical  particles  which 
were  always  found  to  be  suspended  in  ordinary  air.  These  had 
all  attached  themselves  to  the  sides  of  the  boxes.  Experiments 
also  show  that  air-borne  bodies  have  no  affinity  for  organic  sur- 
faces. The  matters  floating  in  the  air  of  a  closed  room  tend  to 
attach  themselves  to  the  side  walls,  floor,  and  ceiling.  Hence,  to 
disinfect  such  rooms  thoroughly  it  would  become  necessary  to  re- 
move all  paper  from  the  wall.  He  pointed  out  the  superior  ad- 
vantages of  the  sick-chamber  especially  set  apart  for  communi- 
cable diseases.  Free  ventilation  is  urged.  The  observations  of 
M.  W.  Power  have  also  shown  that  during  the  almost  absolute 
stillness  of  the  deposit  of  dew  and  hoarfrost  particulate  matter  is 
most  actively  disseminating  itself  through  the  atmosphere,  and  . 
further  suggested  the  best  modes  of  obviating  such  meteorolog- 
ical phenomena.  The  medical  profession  would  do  well  to  adopt 
speedily  the  measures  recommended  by  a  committee  on  disinfec- 
tion of  the  American  Public  Health  Association  The  conclu- 
sions arrived  at  by  this  committee  show  the  complete  efficacy, 
both  of  the  heat  methods  and  the  chemical  disinfectants,  to  free 
the  atmosphere  from  air-borne  organic  impurities  and  from  micro- 
organisms, and  from  organisms  causing  diseases.  So  long  as  the 
efforts  of  mycalogists  to  isolate  the  specific  organism  causing 
typhoid  fever  and  cholera  are  unavailing,  conclusive  results  can- 
not be  expected  from  water-analysis.  But  that  impure  water  is 
frequently  responsible  for  outbreaks  of  the  above  and  other  dis- 
f  longer  problematic;  the  subject  can  now  be  studied 
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only  from  the  side  of  practical  experience.  Finally,  the  lecturer 
pointed  out  the  superior  advantages  of  the  bill  recently  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Representatives,  having  for  its  object 
the  establishment  of  a  National  Health  Bureau. — Cincinnati 
Medwal  Journal. 


Thb  Proper  Relation  op  Version  and  Extraction  in 
Point  of  Time. — It  has  been  held  by  some  authors  that  after 
version  from  either  transverse  or  cephalic  presentations  it  is 
better  to  wait  for  a  time  before  proceeding  to  the  manual  extrac- 
tion. Or,  in  other  words,  that  in  cases  in  which  malpresentations 
require  correction,  it  is  better  to  do  pelvic  version  (externally  or 
bimanually)  before  the  os  fully  dilated,  and  then  wait  for  full 
dilation  before  proceeding  to  the  extraction,  if  such  interference 
is  necessary.  With  a  view  to  demonstrating  the  inadvisability 
of  this  separation  of  the  two  operations  in  point  of  time.  Winter 
has  analyzed  the  material  of  the  Royal  University  Clinic  in 
Berlin  from  1876  to  1884,  and  collected  three  hundred  cases  of 
simple,  uncomplicated  transverse  positions  of  full-term  living 
children.  From  the  examination  of  this  material  he  has  come  to 
the  following  conclusions: 

1.  The  teaching  that  version  and  extraction  should  not  be  per- 
formed in  immediate  succession  arose  from  the  false  supposition 
that  the  footling  case  produced  artificially  by  version  has  the 
same  prognosis  as  the  same  presentation  occurring  naturally. 

2.  The  earlier  and  generally  adopted  practice  of  performing 
version  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  escape  of  the  liquor  amnii 
rests  on  the  fear  of  the  intra-uterine  death  of  the  foetus,  and 
especially  of  the  increased  difficulty  of  version  after  longer 
waiting. 

3.  Festal  death  does  not  occur  alone  from  the  premature  escape 
of  the  liquor  amnii,  but  only  when  tympanites  uteri,  unduly 
powerful  pains,  or  tonic  uterine  contraction  complicate.the  case. 

4.  Version  cannot  be  rendered  difficult  by  waiting  until  the 
dilatation  of  the  os,  for  the  dangerous  thinning  of  the  lower 
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aterine  segment  does  not  occur  antil  the  expulsive  stage ;  nor, 
again,  does  the  ordinary  clonic  uterine  contraction  cause  trouble 
in^turning.  Tonic  uterine  contraction,  however  produced,  is  a 
pathological  condition,  which  is  always  to  be  avoided. 

5.  In  normal  cases  children  bear  version  and  immediate  ex- 
traction with  safety. 

6.  Waiting  after  version  before  proceeding  to  extraction  is 
very  dangerous  for  the  child,  which  often  dies  in  utero,  or  is 
saved  only  by  speedy  extraction. 

7.  The  causes  of  foBtal  death  are  injuries  to  the  cord  during 
the  version,  separation  of  the  placenta,  and  entrance  of  air  into 
the  uterus. 

8.  Whether  the  membranes  are  ru[.tured  or  unruptured,  ver- 
sion should  not  be  performed  until  the  extraction  can  be  im- 
mediately proceeded  with. 

9.  Only  a  definite  indication,  such  as  placenta  pr»via,  prolapse 
of  the  cord,  beginning  infection,  imminent  asphyxia  of  the  child, 
great  thinning  of  the  lower  uterine  segment,  pure  inertia  uteri, 
demands  early  version,  that  is,  before  dilatation  of  the  cervix, 
and  then  for  the  most  part  in  the  interest  of  the  mother. — Boston 
Med.  and  8urg.  Jour. 


What  Think  You  of  It? — On  my  return  home  from  New 

Bern,  where  the  State  Medical  Society  and  Board  of  Medical 

Examiners  met,  I  fell  in  with  Dr.  W.  Strudwick,  Hillsboro,  who 

told  me  that  before  the  late  war  between  the  States,  when  slaves 

were  owned  by  the   most  of  the  planters,  there  was  a  favorite 

negro  who  got  hurt  in  some  way,  and  afterwards  got  his  feet  and 

legs   wet,  which  resulted   in  a  case  of  trumatic  tetanus.  *  His 

father,  who  was  a  physician,  and  himself,  were  called  to  see  the 

man.     His  father  had  an  ounce  of  quinine  wrapped  up  in  a  blue 

j^l^r.       He  measured  out  ten  grains  and  gave  the  negro,  and 

<%asured  ten  more  as  a  simple  dose,  instructing  the  lady — 

fjss — to  give  him  that  quantity  every  hour  until  they 

The  lady  was  taken  very  sick,  and  when  the  time 
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came  for  the  negro  to  have  the  medicine  she  told  her  husband  to 
go  in  and  give  it,  that  it  was  in  a  blue  paper.  He  overlooked 
the  small  paper  and  gave  the  negro  what  was  in  the  large  one — 
two  hundred  and  sixty  grains — at  one  dose.  When  the  doctors 
returned  the  next  morning,  they  found  him  resting  well,  and 
very  wet  with  sweat,  and  to  their  astonishment  all  symptoms  of 
tetanus  were  gone.  His  recovery  was  rapid,  and  there  were  no 
bad  effects  following  the  unreasonably  large  dose  of  quinine. 

Since  that  time,  he  said,  he  had  treated  two  other  cases  of  trau- 
matic tetanus  with  success,  giving  each  one  hundred  grains  at  a 
dose,  repeating  every  hour  until  the  symptoms  gave  way.  He 
stated  that  he  had  never  had  any  bad  symptoms  to  follow  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  quantity  in  a  case  of  traumatic  tetanus. 

I  asked  him  if  he  had  ever  published  these  facts  and  he  said 
he  had  not. 

The  doctor  stands  very  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  people 
and  the  profession  where  he  is  known,  and  is  regarded  as  strictly 
reliable. 

Now,  what  do  you  think  of  his  treatment?  Some  of  our  most 
useful  knowledge  has  been  discovered  accidentally.  It  was  an 
accident  that  led  Dr.  Marion  Sims  to  invent  his  Duckbill  Spec- 
ulum— so  of  many  other  discoveries.  Now,  if  one  hundred  grains 
of  quinine  can  be  given  at  a  dose,  and  a  like  dose  repeated  every 
hour  until  three  hundred  grains  have  been  given  (as  was  done  in 
one  of  his  cases),  without  any  bad  effects,  it  is  certainly  some- 
thing new  in  the  administration  of  that  particular  drug. 

Another  question  naturally  arises :  '^  Will  any  other  disease 
bear  such  large  doses,  or  does  it  act  in  this  particular  disease  as 
whisky  does  in  the  bite  of  a  snake  ?  It  is  known  that  in  danger- 
ous snake-bites  men  have  drunk  as  much  as  a  quart  of  strong 
whisky  without  intoxication  or  any  serious  effects.  Then,  may 
not  a  man  suffering  from  traumatic  tetanus  bear  quinine  in  like 
proportion  ?  If  quinine  in  such  unreasonably  large  doses  will 
cure  traumatic  tetanus,  the  profession  ought  to  know  it,  hence 
my  object  in  this  communication,  beside  they  are  greatly  indeb- 
ted to  that  mistake  for  this  knowledge. — J.  A.  Reagan,  A.M,, 
M.D.,  Weaverville,  N.  C,  in  Philadelphia  Med.  Summary. 
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Bemabks  on  the  Uses  of  Papine, —  In  the  practice  of 
medicine  we  are  often  called  upon  to  treat  patients  who  possess  a 
peculiar  idiosyncracyas  to  the  effects  of  opium  or  any  of  its  prep- 
arations. 

During  January,  1886,  I  was  called  to  see  a  lady  suffering  with 
acute  peritonitis.  She  assured  me  that  she  could  not  use  opinm^ 
as  she  had  tried  it  previously.  But  I  gave  her  one-eighth  grain 
of  morphia  sulphate  and  one  one-hundred-and-twentieth  grain  of 
atropia  sulphate  hypodermically,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  de- 
pressing effects  were  noted,  both  upon  the  respiration  and  circula- 
tion; the  pupils  also  became  visibly  contracted.  I  then  tried  the 
various  usual  substitutes  for  morphia  in  succession,  but  to  no 
effect.  I  determined  to  try  Papine;  but  not  being  able  to  give 
it  by  the  mouth  on  account  of  nausea,  and  as  she  objected  to  the 
use  of  the  hypodermic  needle,  I  gave  her  two  drachms  per  rectum, 
and  repeated  it  in  one  hour.  The  result  was  that  she  sank  into 
a  quiet,  peaceful  sleep,  which  lasted  for  several  hours.  During 
the  remainder  of  her  sickness  I  gave  her  Papine,  with  the  most 
gratifying  result.  As  soon  as  her  stomach  would  retain  it,  I  gave 
it  to  her  by  the  mouth  in  one-drachm  doses. 

I  have  also  used  Papine  in  a  case  of  uterine  cancer  in  lieu  of 
morphia.  In  cases  where  patients  have  been  taking  morphia 
until  it  has  lost  its  anodyne  influeuce  Papine  is  well  adapted. 

Some  time  ago  ( in  absence  of  the  family  phyiscian )  I  was 
called  to  see  a  lady  one  night  in  great  haste  who  was  suffering 
with  malignant  disease  of  the  uterus.  On  my  arrival  the  nurse 
informed  me  that  she  had  given  her  a  grain  of  morphia,  with 
suitable  per  centage  of  atropia,  every  hour  for  five  or  six  hours, 
and  during  the  intervals  she  had  given  her  chloroform,  but  to  no 
effect  whatever.  Accordingly,  I  gave  her  xxx  min.  of  Papine 
with  eighth  grain  morphia  sulphate,  repeating  it  in  fifteen  min- 
utes, and  in  a  short  time  she  fell  asleep  and  slept  for  six  hours, 
which  was  more  than  she  had  slept  at  a  time  for  months. 

In  pneumonitis,  pleuritis,  and  bronchitis  I  have  found  Papine 
to  answer  an  excellent  purpose.  In  dysentery  it  is  useful  both  as 
an  anodyne  and  in  relieving  the  tenesmus.  In  the  diarrhoea  of 
children   I  combine  with  it   bismuth  subnitrate  and   prepared 
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chalk.  I  have  used  it  also  in  cystitis*  In  neuralgia,  when  I 
wish  an  anodyne,  I  use  Papine.  As  an  anodyne  it  is  equal,  if  not 
superior,  to  morphia,  and  I  have  never  yet  seen  any  unpleasant 
effects  from  its  use.  As  a  hypnotic  I  find  it  to  be  an  agent  of 
great  value. 

It  is  inferior  to  bromidia  when  we  simply  wish  the  effect  of  a 
hypnotic.  But  it  fulfills  the  indications  when  we  wish  a  decided 
anodyne  as  well  as  a  hypnotic  influence. 

I  trust  that  the  readers  of  the  Virginia  MediccU  Monthly  may 
give  this  drug  a  trial,  as  I  feel  that  they  will  be  amply  repaid  for 
their  trouble. —  Wm.  J.  Crittenden,  M.D.^  in  Va.  Med.  MoiUhly, 
Auffusty  1886. 


The  Causation  op  Pneumonia. — In  Science  for  August  27th 
Dr.  Henry  B.  Baker,  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  says  :  "  In  Science  for 
August  13,  1887,  p.  133,  I  notice  a  paragraph  relative  to  results 
of  observations  by  Dr.  Seibert  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
cases  of  pneumonia,  wherein  it  appears  that  pneumonia  prevails 
to  its  greatest  extent '  whenever  there  exists  a  low  or  falling  tem- 
perature, with  excessive  and  increasing  humidity,  and  high  winds.' 
This  reminds  me  that  readers  of  Science  may  be  interested  to 
know  that  facts  respecting  a  very  much  larger  number  of  cases, 
and  respecting  pneumonia  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 
in  England,  and  India — that  is  to  say,  in  several  climates  and 
under  different  conditions — confirm  to  some  extent  the  conclu- 
sions reached  by  Dr.  Seibert,  as  mentioned  by  Science,  Such 
statistics,  presented  by  abstract  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Amer- 
ican Climatological  Association,  demonstrate,  I  think,  that  the 
sickness  from  pneumonia  is  absolutely  controlled  by  the  temper- 
ature of  the  atmosphere.  The  higher  the  temperature,  the  less 
the  sickness  from  pneumonia;  and  the  lower  the  temperature, 
the  more  the  sickness  from  pneumonia.  This  is  equivalent  to 
saying  that  that  part  of  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Seibert  which  re- 
lates to  humidity  is  an  error;  because  the  absolute  humidity  of 
the  atmosphere  is,  speaking  roughly,  directly  as  its  temperature, 
and  there  is  most  sickness  from  pneumonia  when,  or  soon  after, 
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the  air  is  driest  absolutely ;  and  there  is  least  sickness  from  pneu- 
monia when,  or  soon  after,  the  air  contains  the  most  vapor  of 
water — that  is,  when  the  temperature  is  highest.  The  error  of 
many  who  have  written  on  this  subject,  and  probably  the  error 
of  Dr.  Seibert,  consists  partly  in  calling  the  '  per  cent,  of  satura- 
tion of  the  air'  (technically  known  as  '  the  relative  humidity')  the 
humidity  of  the  atmosphere.  But  the  curve  for  '  relative  hu- 
midity' is  not,  when  inverted,  the  same  as  the  curve  for  pneumo- 
nia, as  you  may  see  by  comparing  such  curves,  on  the  diagrams 
I  prepared,  based  upon  over  twenty-seven  thousand  weekly  re- 
ports of  sickness  in  Michigan  by  observers  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  and  upon  over  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  ob- 
servations of  the  psychrometer  during  the  same  time — namely, 
the  seven  years,  1878-84.  Relative  humidity  seems  to  have  an  * 
opposite  relation  in  the  warm  months  to  what  it  has  in  the  cold 
months.  The  fact,  which  I  think  I  have  completely  demon- 
strated, is  that,  in  any  given  place  wherever  studied,  pneumonia 
is  quantitatively  proportional  to  the  coldness  and  dryness  of  the 
atmosphere ;  and,  as  this  is  true  for  every  month  of  the  year,  it 
follows  that,  if  there  is  any  pneumonia  which  is  infections,  it  is 
absolutely  dependent  upon  those  meteorological  conditions  for  its 
action  upon  the  human  organism. 

^^In  the  paper  to  which  I  have  referred  I  have  advanced  a 
theory  of  the  causation  of  pneumonia  consistent  with  the  facts 
demonstrated ;  and,  briefly  outlined,  it  is  as  follows  :  Air  expired 
from  the  human  lungs  is  nearly  saturated  with  vapor  of  water  at 
a  temperature  of  about  98^  F.,  and  this  contains  about  18.69 
grains  of  vapor  in  each  cubic  foot..  The  quantity  of  vapor  ex- 
haled is  at  all  times  greater  than  the  quantity  inhaled;  but  when 
the  air  is  very  cold  and  dry,  the  quantity  exhaled  is  excessive,  as 
may  be  seen  when  we  reflect  that  air  at  32°  F.  can  contain  in  each 
cubic  foot  only  about  two  grains  of  vapor.  The  fluid  which 
passes  out  from  the  blood  into  the  air-cells  of  the  lungs,  and 
which  normally  keeps  them  moist,  contains  some  of  the  salts  of 
the  blood ;  and  the  chloride  of  sodium,  not  being  volatile,  is 
mostly  left  in  the  air-cells  when  the  vapor  passes  out  with  the  ex- 
pired air.     When  the  air  inhaled  is  excessively  dry  (as  it  always 
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is  when  excessively  cold),  this  salt  collects  in  the  air-cells  of  the 
lungs  in  considerable  proportion.  This  is  proved  by  my  statis- 
tics^ which  show  the  increase  of  pneumonia  at  such  times^  taken 
in  connection  with  the  &ct  that  chloride  of  sodium  in  the  lungs 
is  in  excess  in  pneumonia^  which  was  proved  in  1851  by  Lionel  8. 
Beale^  M.D.,  of  London^  England.  Dr.  Beale  also  verified  the 
observations  by  Redtenbachery  made  in  I860,  that  during  the 
onward  progress  of  pneumonia  the  chlorides  disappear  from  the 
urine,  and  reappear  when  convalescence  has  been  established.  In 
the  air-cells  the  chlorides  are  irritating  when  they  become  con- 
centrated ;  but  the  exudation  of  fibrin,  which  is  the  most  promi- 
nent condition  in  pneumonia,  is  probably  favored  by  a  fact  in 
osmosis  which  is  not  generally  well  understood — namely,  that 
albumin,  which  it  is  usually  considered  will  not  pass  by  osmosis, 
will  pass  through  an  animal  membrane  to  a  solution  of  chloride 
of  sodium.  *  Thus  the  causation  of  pneumonia  by  the  inhalation 
of  cold  dry  air  seems  to  be  completely  worked  out.  As  a  cause 
of  deaths,  pneumonia  is  one  of  the  most  important  diseases.  It 
is  hoped  that  its  prevention  may  now  begin.' '* — New  York  Med- 
iecU  Journal. 


Calomel  in  Cardiac  Disease. — Pro.  Stiller,  of  Budapest, 
reports  in  the  Wiener  Medieiniaohe  WocheMchrift  on  his  experi- 
ence in  heart  disease  with  dropsy  with  calomel,  the  diuretic 
effects  of  which  were  announced  by  Jendrassik  recently.  He  did 
not  observe  the  telliug  effects  that  Jendrassik  claimed  to  have 
accomplished.  Still  the  effects  observed  were  so  prompt  and  sat- 
isfactory that  Stiller  expressed  the  conviction  that  the  remedy 
will  attain  and  hold  an  important  place  in  the  therapeutics  of 
heart  disease.  One  of  his  cases  was  that  of  a  male,  68  years  of 
age,  with  mitral  incompetence,  chronic  endo-arteritis,  oedema,  as- 
cites, dyspnea.  He  passed  900  cc.  of  urine  in  twenty-four  hours. 
Calomel  was  given  in  six-grain  doses  three  times  a  day.  In  the 
succeeding  twenty-four  hours,  1900  cc.  of  urine  was  voided.  The 
calomel  was  given  with  opium  thereafter,  or  entirely  left  off^  for 
a  day  or  two,  whenever  diarrhoea  became  excessive.     Aft»r  this 
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treatment  bad  been  followed  for  about  a  month,  both  cedema  and 
ascites  had  vanished ;  no  dyspnea ;  the  lirer  that  had  been  en- 
larged by  passive  congestion  had  receded. 

Stiller  recommends  calomel  in  cardiac  dropsy  as  an  efficient 
diuretic  and  hydragogue  of  more  rapid  and  telling  effect  than 
digitalis.  Diuresis  is  fully  established  after  three  of  four  days  ; 
then  the  remedy  should  be  stopped^  and  taken  up  again  after  the 
abundant  excretion  of  urine  becomes  diminished.  He  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  influence  is  not  exerted  by  a  direct  action  upon 
the  heart  or  kidneys^  but  rather  due  to  stimulation  of  resorption 
of  the  transudates. 

If  diarrhoea  becomes  too  profuse,  opium  should  be  added  ; 
thereby  the  diuresis  is  not  reduced.     Stomatitis   rarely  develops. 

In  advanced  cases,  where  feebleness  is  marked,  calomel  is  con- 
tra-indicted. 

The  remedy  can  never  replace  digitalis,  in  that  it  is  of  no  in- 
fluence upon  the  heart  muscle.  The  two  remedies  may,  however, 
be  employed,  side  by  side,  with  every  prospect  of  good  effect. — 
Weekly  Medical  Review. 


International  Congress. — The  subject  of  public  and  in- 
ternational hygiene  is  likely  to  occupy  an  important  place  in  the 
discussions  of  the  Ninth  International  Medical  Congress,  or 
rather  of  its  Fourteenth  Section.  We  are  glad  to  see  that  Mr. 
Simon  is  anxious  to  attend  the  Congress  and  take  Vice-President- 
ship of  the  Section.  Mr.  Simon,  indeed,  speaks  in  his  letter 
responding  to  the  invitation  with  some  doubt  as  to  his  power  to 
attend,  but  with  a  clear  intimation  of  his  desire  to  do  so.  Dr. 
B.  W.  Richardson  and  Dr.  Thudicum  both  reply  in  most  cor- 
dial terms  to  similar  invitations,  and  accept  a  similar  office.  To 
those  who  know  the  imperfect  health  which  Mr.  Simon  has  lately 
experienced,  the  significance  of  his  conditional  acceptance  is  very 
great.  The  promoters  of  the  Congress  will  take  this  as  a  sign  of 
British  good  will  toward  their  great  and  responsible  undertaking. 
The  important  subject  of  international  quarantine  is  to  be  raised 
by  the  President  of  the  Section — Joseph  Jones,  M.D.,  of  New 
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Orleaus.  We  oould  send  to  the  discussion  of  such  a  8ab]eot  no 
greater  authority  than  Mr.  John  Simon.  We  are  glad  to  be  able 
to  report  a  very  general  desire  among  leaders  in  London  to  be 
present  in  Washington  in  1887.  Whatever  hesitation  they  felt 
sometime  ago  in  view  of  the  divided  state  of  feeling  in  America 
is  now  steadily  giving  place  to  a  desire  for  the  success  of  the 
Congress,  and  a  wish  to  do  any  thing  they  can  to  further  it.  We 
feel  quite  justified  in  saying  that  our  best  men  in  England  and 
Scotland  are  preparing  to  go  if  they  get  any  indication  that  their 
presence ,  will  be  acoeplable.  Sir.  Andrew  Clark,  Sir  Spencer 
Wellis,  Professor  John  Cheyne,  Professor  Fraser,  and,  we  believe, 
Sir  William  Turner,  are  all,  according  to  our  information,  likely 
to  go.  It  is  not  America  alone  that  is  interested  in  the  success 
of  the  meeting  at  Washington,  but  the  profesttion  throughout  the 
whole  world,  and  we  might  add  the  world  itself.  When  our 
profession  meets  internationally  it  is  of  good  omen.  We  not 
only  stimulate  fraternity  and  scientific  rivalry  amongst  ourselves, 
but  every  thought  in  advance  and  every  medical  discovery  is  a 
great  boon  for  the  human  race,  and  for  all  nations.  We  urge  on 
members  of  our  profession  in  the  empire  to  strain  a  point  to  be 
at  Washington  on  or  before  September,  1887,  where,  if  report  is 
toj  be  trusted,  a  very  hospitable  reception  awaits  them. — London 
Laneet. 

The  Proper  Use  op  Ergot.— Dr.  F.  H.  Potter  read  a  very 
excellent  paper  before  the  Buffalo  Obstetrical  Society  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  is  published  in  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  SurgioaX 
Journal  for  September.    He  closes  with  the  following  conclusions : 

1.  Ergot  is  a  drug  which  in  any  of  its  preparations  tends  to 
deteriorate  rapidly,  and  should  never  be  used,  excepting  when 
prepared  from  a  pure  and  fresh  specimen. 

2.  It  is  a  stimulant  to  the  tubular  and  non-striated  muscular 
structures  of  the  body,  causing  them  to  contract. 

8.  It  acts  especially  upon  the  muscular  structure  of  the  uterus, 
throwing  it  into  a  state  of  tonic  spasm. 

4.  Its  action  on  the  uterus  is,  however,  uncertain  ;  sometimes 
it  contracts  the  entire  organ,  at  others  only  a  small  part  of  it. 
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5.  If  the  entire  orgaa  is  oontracted^  labor  may  be  delayed 
through  the  rigidity  of  the  os^  and  the  child  destroyed  by  the  in- 
terference of  the  placental  circulation. 

6.  Or  the  contractions  may  be  so  powerful  as  to  force  the  child 
at  once  into  the  world^  causing  any  or  all  of  the  lacerations  of 
the  soft  parts  of  the  mother. 

7.  The  life  of  the  child  may  be  endangered  also  through  ab- 
sorption of  the  essential  oil  of  ergot. 

8.  If  given  afler  the  birth  of  the  child^  and  before  the  expul- 
sion of  the  placenta  and  membranes^  it  may  prevent  the  re- 
moval of  the  latter^  and  thus  be  indirectly  a  cause  of  puerperal 
septicsemia. 

9.  It  may  act  in  a  similar  manner  in  cases  of  abortion^  actual 
or  threatened,  and  cause  a  similar  result. 

10.  The  proper  U8e  of  ergot  in  obstetrical  practice  is  limited 
to  those  cases  in  which,  after  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  the 
uterus  refuses  to  contract,  or  having  once  contracted,  shows  a 
tendency  to  secondary  relaxation.  Even  in  these  cases,  however, 
reliance  should  not  be  placed  upon  it  alone,  but  its  action  should 
be  supplemented  by  the  other  means  used  to  provoke  uterine 
contraction. 


The  Treatment  of  Otorrhcea. — Common  as  otorrhoea  is 
very  few  physicians  understand  how  to  treat  it  intelligently  and 
properly.  The  treatment  is  very  simple,  and  nothing  is  more 
satisfactory  in  its  results. 

Supposing  that  the  otorrhosa  is  uncomplicated  with  fungus 
granulations  or  polypi,  the  ear  is  first  cleansed  with  a  syringe  and 
warm  water.  Then  it  is  to  be  dried  out  thoroughly  by  twisting 
a  soft  rag  and  passing  it  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  meatus,  so 
that  it  will  absorb  all  moisture  from  the  ear.  Next  sufficient 
boracic  acid  is  put  into  the  ear  and  worked  down  upon  the  drum 
so  as  to  cover  its  surface.  The  powder  should  not  be  packed 
down  upon  the  drum.  It  is  allowed  to  remain  there  twenty-four 
hours,  when  the  ear  is  again  syringed,  dried  out,  and  the  powder 
reapplied  as  before.     The  treatment  must  be  repeated  daily  until 
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all  suppnratioQ  ceaaes.  After  that  twice,  or  even  onoe,  a  week  is 
often  enough  to  repeat  the  application.  The  dry  powder  must 
be  applied  to  the  ear  for  two  or  three  weeks  after  all  suppuration 
has  ceased.  This  is  the  treatment  of  uncomplicated  otorrhcsa  in 
a  nut-shelly  and  the  result  is  nearly  always  very  satisfactory.  I 
have  the  common  acid  rubbed  in  a  mortar  till  it  assumes  a  gran- 
ulated form,  like  granulated  sugar,  and  use  it  in  preference  to  the 
minuter  powder  of  different  firms,  because  it  goes  down  to  the 
bottom  of  the  meatus  easier,  and  does  not  hang  to  the  walls  so 
persistently  as  the  fine  powder. — Canada  Med.  Reeord. 


Beecheb  on  DiKfTOBS. — Good,  earnest  doctors  are  too  busy 
to  find  time  to  slander  their  brethren  or  their  rivals.  It  is  ail 
the  same  with  ministers,  lawyers,  and  teachers.  The  truly  good 
and  truly  great  do  not  detract  from  the  reputation  of  others;  they 
are  generous  and  magnanimous  even  to  rivals.  If  your  doctor 
flatters  you  and  humors  your  lusts  and  appetites,  and  helps  you 
out  of  a  bad  scrape  secretly,  without  reproof,  as  if  you  had  done 
no  wrong,  distrust  him.  If  you  can  hire  him  to  do  or  say  what 
he  would  not  do  without  the  hire,  beware  of  him.  Good  doctors 
cannot  be  bought.  Your  doctor  ought  not  to  be  a  single  man. 
He  ought  to  have  a  wife  and  children,  and  if  you  see  that  his 
wife  respects  him  and  his  children  obey  him,  that  is  a  very  good 
sign  that  he  may  be  trusted.  If  your  doctor  tells  you  how  to 
keep  well,  that  is  a  good  sign.  You  come  to  him  with  tooth- 
ache ;  he  gives  you  creosote  and  clove  oil  for  the  tooth,  and  at 
the  same  time  suggests  that  you  do  not  wash  enough  to  keep 
well,  that  is  a  good  sign.  If  the  children  like  him,  that  is  a  good 
sign.  If  you  find  him  reading  in  his  office,  that  is  a  good  siguy 
and  especially  if  he  be  a  settled,  middle-aged  man.  If  you  hear 
him  say,  ^*  I  once  thought  so  and  so,  but  I  was  wrong/^  that  is  a 
good  sign.  If  the  doctor  is  neat  and  handy  in  rolling  pills  and 
folding  powders,  that  is  to  his  credit  as  a  surgeon.  If  he  under- 
stands how  to  bud  roses,  graft  fruit-trees,  mix  strawberry  pollen 
for  improved  berries,  cure  chicken  pip,  and  tinker  a  trunk  lock, 
or  put  a  clock  in  order,  all  these  are  so  much  to  his  credit.    If 
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farther^  you  love  to  meet  him^  the  sight  of  him  quickens  yoti^ 
and  you  are  glad  to  hear  him  chat,  and  you  know  him  thus  to  be 
a  loveable,  sympathetic  man — he's  the  man  for  your  doctor,  your 
confidential  friend — ^find  him,  trust  him. — Medical  Advocate. 


Therapeutics  of  Delibium  Tremens.— Prof.  Leudet,  of 
Rouen,  in  a  valuable  article  in  La  Normandie  Medicale,  gives  a 
r6sum6  of  twenty-two  years'  hospital  practice  in  the  treatment  of 
delirium  tremens.  He  says  that  long  ago  he  gave  up  the  indis- 
criminate use  of  opium  and  its  alkaloids,  as  doing  more  harm 
than  good.  The  mortality,  which  while  using  opium  was  16  per 
cent,  of  all  cases  received,  fell  to  6  per  cent,  after  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  routine  opium  treatment  In  the  commenoemeot  of 
an  attack  he  now  makes  use  of  an  infusion  of  quinquinia  (from 
60  to  90  grains  to  the  pint).  This  is  given  freely,  is  well  borne> 
and  seems  to  cut  short  an  attack.  Bromide  of  potassium  and 
chloral  hydrate  are  both  valuable  drugs,  rendering  real  service  in 
quieting  nervous  symptoms  and  producing  sleep.  The  Professor 
concludes  with  Gairdner  that  where  opium  is  used  to  the  extent 
recommended  by  some  practitioners,  the  patients  as  frequently 
succumb  to  the  toxic  effects  of  the  remedy  as  they  do  to  the  de- 
lirium itself. — 8t.  Louis  Medical  and  SurffioalJoumal. 

Alkatbits,  alkametric  granules,  and  alkadermic  pellets  are 
names  applied  by  Messrs.  Frederick  Stearns  &  Co.,  of  Detroit,  to 
certain  new  pharmaceutical  preparations  devised  by  them.  An 
alkatrit  (the  word  being  coined  from  alkaloid  and  trUuroHon)  is 
described  as  a  trituration  of  an  alkaloid  with  a  mixture  of  milk 
sugar  and  cane  sugar,  an  alkametric  granule  is  a  small  pill  made 
from  a  similar  trituration,  and  an  alkadermic  pellet  is  a  com- 
pressed pellet  for  hypodermic  use.  Notwithstanding  the  forma- 
tion of  the  word  alkatrit,  it  is  applied  to  triturations  of  gluco- 
sides  as  well  as  to  those  of  alkaloids.  An  alkassayed  fluid  is  the 
name  of  a  fluid  extract  of  a  definite  alkaloidal  strength,  a  cubic 
centimetre  being  the  equivalent  of  a  gramme  of  a  drug  of  as- 
sayed strength.     We  have  received  specimens  of  a  numbt;r  of 
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these  preparations  somewhat  suggestive  of  **  dommetry/'  and  they 
produce  the  impression  of  having  been  very  oarefully  made.  We 
do  not  doubt  that  they  will  be  found  convenient  and  conducive 
to  accuracy  of  dosage.. 


Bismuth  Subnitbate  in  F(etid  Perspiration  op  the 
Feet. — Viepsse  (quoted  in  FraetUioner,  May,  1886)  draws  the 
following  conclusions : 

1.  Profuse  perspiration  of  the  feet,  whether  accompanied  by 
pain  or  foetidity,  is  easily  cured  by  the  application,  with  slight 
friction,  of  subnitrate  of  bismuth  upon  the  diseased  parts. 

2.  In  opposition  to  the  opinion  generally  held,  according  to 
which  the  suppression  of  exaggerated  perspiration  may  produce 
numerous  accidents  of  metastasis,  observation  shows  that  the  cure 
of  this  affection  has  cot  been  followed  by  any  unfavorable  results, 
and  that  if  these  are  observed  they  should  be  attributed  to  other 
methods  of  treatment  hitherto  employed. 

3.  In  the  cure  of  this  disease  subnitrate  of  bismuth  appears 
to  exercise  a  purely  local  action,  rendering  the  superficial  cuti- 
cular  structures  firmer  and  more  resistant. 

4.  In  certain  cases  the  remedy  suppresses  Qfnly  temporarily  the 
profuse  perspiiation  of  the  feet,  but  causes  the  foetid  odor,  as  well 
as  the  pain,  which  is  the  consequence  of  the  exaggerated  secre- 
tion, to  disappear  permanently. — N,  Y,  Medical  Journal. 


Reed  &  Carnrick's  Diet  Tables.— ^  We  have  received  a 
handy  little  pocket-book,  issued  by  Messrs.  Reed  &  Oarnrick, 
giving  diet  lists  suitable  for  cases  of  Bright's  disease,  chlorosis, 
cholera  infantum,  chronic  rheumatism,  constipation,  diabetes, 
diarrhcea,  dyspepsia,  fevers,  gout,  nervous  affections,  obesity, 
phthisis,  also  a  general  list  for  the  sick,  and  one  especially  suited 
to  infants.  The  arrangement  is  simple,  and  the  lists  seem  judi- 
ciously made  up.  For  hasty  reference  the  little  book  will  doubt* 
less  prove  very  serviceable. 
8  8.  P. 
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Efficient  Sbdativb  Cough  MixTtiBB. — When  Dr.  H.  C. 
Wood  reoommends  any  thing,  it  is  a  guarantee  of  its  merit; 
hence  we  take  the  following  from  the  TherapetUie  Oazette  : 

^.     Potassi  citratis 3j. 

Suocilimonis 3ij. 

Syr.  ipecac Sss. 

Syr.  simplicis^  q.  s ad.  Syj. 

M.    Sig. — A  tablespoonful  from  four  to  six  timen  a  day. 
When  there  is  much  cough  or  irritability  of  the  bowels,  pare- 
goric may  be  added. 


The  Amebioan  Bhinological  Association  will  hold  its 
Fourth  Annual  Meeting  in  St.  Louis^  Mo.,  October  6th^  6thy  and 
7th  inst.  The  following  is  the  list  of  active  officers  of  the  As- 
sociation: President)  A.  DeVilbisSy  M.D.,  Toledo,  Ohio;  First 
Vice-President,  J.  A.  Stacky,  M.D.,  Lexington,  Ky.;  Second 
Vice-President,  Carl  H.  Von  Klein,  M.D.,  Dayton,  Ohio ;  Re- 
cording Secretary  and  Treasurer,  P.  W.  Logan,  M.D.,  Knoxville, 
Tenn.  From  the  programme  before  us  a  most  interesting  meet- 
ing may  be  expected,  and  the  hospitalities  of  the  good  city  of  St. 
Louis,  the  enterprise,  energy,  and  courtesy  of  her  medical  men, 
will  make  this  an  attractive,  interesting,  and  successful  meeting. 


Pbof.  Babtholow  recommends  salicylic  acid  for  removal  of 
bile  pigment  from  the  blood,  says  the  American  Medical  Digest^ 
after  the  cause  of  the  jaundice  has  been  removed.  Its  action  is 
prompt  and  satisfactory. — N.  0.  Med.  Jour, 


Convulsions  may  frequently  be  cut  short  like  magic  by 
turning  the  patient  on  his  lefl  side.  The  nausea  as  an  afler  effect 
of  chloroform  or  ether  narcosis  may  be  generally  controlled  in 
the  same  manner. — St.  Louis  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 
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Index  Catalogue  of  the  Surgeon  General's  Office,  U.  S.  A. 
Authors  and  subjects.  Volume  VII.  Insignares  Leghorn,  Pp- 
959.     Cloth.     Government  Printing  House,   Washington,   1886. 

The  seventh  volume  of  this  magnificient  and  very  important 
publication  issued  for  the  War  Department  by  the  United  States 
Government^  is  quite  in  keeping  with  its  predecessors.  The  im- 
portance of  this  great  work  becomes  more  and  more  apparent  as 
each  succeding  volume  is  issued^  and  as  each  successive  year  is 
added  to  year  the  gratitude  of  the  medical  profession^  and 
through  them  the  debt  of  the  world  at  large,  to  its  originators 
and  those  instrumental  in  its  publication,  materially  increases. 

The  vabt  scope  of  the  Library  of  the  Surgeon  Generals  Office, 
and  its  completeness,  being  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete 
in  the  world,  makes  its  index  catalogue  as  full  an  index  as  it  is 
likely  will  even  be  needed  by  any  one  interested  in  what  has 
been  written  or  published  in  medicine  and  surgery. 

The  seventh  volume,  beginning  Insignares,  extends  to  the  word 
Leghorn,  and  includes  14,688  author  titles,  representing  6,987 
volumes  and  12,  372  pamphlets.  It  also  includes  6,  731  subject 
titles  of  separate  books  and  pamphlets,  and  34,903  titles  of  ar* 
tides  in  periodicals. 

The  entire  seven  volumes  now  issued  and  in  the  hands  of 
medical  men,  embraces  73,674  titles,  39,262  volumes,  69,697 
pamphlets,  70,613  book-titles,  264,067  journal  articles,  and  4,336 
portraits,  showing  an  immense  amount  of  labor  on  the  part  of 
those  engaged  in  its  preparation.  Yerily  can  Dr.  Billings  say 
that  he  has  not  lived  in  vain. 

This  list  of  the  abbreviations  of  titles  of  periodicals  and  col- 
lective works  used  in  indexing,  which  is  prefixed  to  the  seventh 
volume^  is  a  consolidated  list  of  all  the  abbreviations  ussed  in  the 
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first  seven  volumes  of  the  catalogue.  This  has  been  prepared  to 
obviate  the  necessity  of  consulting  in  some  case^  several  volumes 
in  order  to  determine  the  precise  scope  of  a  given  abbrevation. 

Transactions  OF  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
1886.  Fifty-third  Annual  Meeting.  8  vo.,  paper,  pp.  176, 
Printed  by  the  Society.     Hasslock  &  Ambrose,  printers. 

The  fifty-third  annual  volume  in  addition  to  the  report  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  last  meeting,  held  at  Memphis,  April  6thy  and 
7th,  1886,  contains  the  address  of  the  President  on  the  subject  ot 
Therapeutics,  as  well  as  essays  on  Typho-malarial  Fever,  by  Drs. 
B.  B.  Maury,  of  Memphis;  Deering  J.  Roberts,  of  Nashville, 
and  T.  J.  Happel,  of  Trenton;  Abdominial  Pregnancy  by  Dr. 
J.  B,  Murfree,  of  Murf reesboro ;  Rapid  Administration  of  Ether, 
by  Dr.  G.  0.  Savacce,  of  Nashville ;  Fracture  of  Right  Parietal 
Bone,  by  Dr.  J.  C.  P.  Walker,  of  Dyersburg ;  Iritis,  by  Dr.  A. 
6.  Sinclair,  of  Memphis;  Diseases  of  the  Eye  of  Malarial 
Orign  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Minor,  of  Memphis;  Intussusception  by  Dr. 
S.  T.  Armstrong,  of  Memphis;  Supra-pubic  As|  iration  by  Dr. 
J.  W.  Maddin,  Jr.,  of  Nashville;  Gun-shot  wound  of  the  Eye, 
by  Dr.  T.  R.  Meux,  of  Stanton ;  Cases  in  Gynaecological  Prac- 
tice, by  Dr.  T.  J.  Crofford,of  Memphis;  Epi-scleral  Abscess,  by 
Dr.  T.  J.  Happel,  of  Trenton ;  Exophthalmic  Groitre,  by  Dr. 
T.  L.  Maddin,  of  Nashville;  Fibris  Puerperalis  by  Dr.  Jacob 
Deutsch,  of  Memphis;  Carbuncle,  by  Dr.  G.  C.  Savage,  of 
Nashville ;  Traumattc  Aneurism,  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Faucett,  of  Ida- 
ville ;  Plaatic  Operation  on  Eye-lid,  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Minor,  find 
Consultations,  by  Dr.  Tbad.  Donohue,  of  Memphis. 

In  addition  is  the  Code  of  Ethics,  the  Constitution  and  By-laws 
of  the  society^  and  a  list  of  diseased  and  living  members  of  the 
society. 

The  volume,  in  its  subject  matter,  is  quite  up  with  those  that 
have  preceded  it;  the  paper,  press- work,  and  mechanical  execu- 
tion are  excellent.  It  was,  however,  rather  later  in  putting  in 
its  appearance  than  should  have  been.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  Transactions  should  not  be  ready  for  distribution  within 
sixty  days  or  less  afler  the  meeting. 
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Electrolysis,  its  Theoretical  Consideration,  and  its  Thera- 
peutical AND  Surgical  Applications.  By  Robert  Amory, 
A.M.,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
Fellow  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Fellow 
of  the  American  Academy  of  Medicine,  etc.  Octavo,  pp.  314. 
Illustrated  by  nearly  one  hundred  fine  wood  engravings.  Sup- 
plied only  to  subscribers  for  * 'Wood's  Library  of  Standard  Med- 
ical Authors"  for  1886  (12  vols.,  price,  $15),  of  which  this  is 
Vol.  VIII.     New  York:  William  Wood  &  Company. 

Id  presenting  this  short  treatise  on  electrolysis,  the  author  is 
well  aware  that  the  subject  is  by  no  means  discussed  with  a  view 
to  the  final  determination  of  the  causes  under  which  this  display 
of  eleotrieal  energy  performs  its  operations.  Yet  he  believes  that 
many  new  facts  and  explanations  of  those  previously  recorded 
are  not  at  variance. 

It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  action  of  electricity  in  biologi- 
cal^and  physiological  relations  without  first  properly  understanding 
the  principles  of  chemistry  and  physics,  which  control  the  man- 
ifestations of  this  great  physical  force.  Neither  can  we  expect 
to  grasp  the  great  truths  which  underlie  the  action  of  electricity 
upon  living  tissue  unless  a  compreheusive  view  be  presented  of 
the  natural  laws  which  affect  the  construction  and  destruction  of 
these  living  tissues. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  limits]|of  therapeutical  application  are  sug- 
gested in  lis  pages^  so  that  the  physician  may  know  how  to  apply 
electricity  to  the  human  structures  in  a  rational  way,  with  the 
expectation  that  the  results  of  this  application  shall  not  be  en- 
tirely empirical,  and  to  withhold  its  application  in  those  cases 
of  diseased  tissues  which  are  not  amenable  to  its  favorable 
action.     . 

In  consequence  of  this  view  of  the  subject  of  the  so-called 
action  of  electrolysis  upon  living  tissues,  it  was  deemed  wise  to 
begin  the  treatment  of  the  subject  with  a  statement  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  physics  as  applicable  to  electrolysis,  and  afterward  to 
present  these  applications  in  the  treatment  of  diseases.  On  this 
account  much  elementary  matter  is  brought  forward,  wbich^  it  is 
hoped,  will  enable  the  reader  to  follow  more  clearly  the  train  of 
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thought  as  presented  by  the  writer.  We  are  well  aware  that 
very  many  of  the  principles  of  electricity  have  been  omitted^  but 
with  the  more  general  knowledge  held  by  physicians  of  the 
modern  day^  it  would  be  wearisome  and  useless  to  repeat  those 
which  are  more  clearly  presented  in  many  of  the  well-known 
treatises  on  this  subject. 

Diseases  of  Digestive,  Urinary,  and  Generative  Organs.  Illus- 
trated by  one  hundred  and  six  fine  wood  engravings.  Being  Vol- 
ume II.  of  the  Handbook  of  Practical  Medicine.  By  Dr.  Her- 
mann Eichhorst,  Professor  of  Special  Pathology  and  Therapeu- 
tics, and  Director  of  the  University  Medical  Clinic  in  Zurich. 
This  is  Vol.  II.  of  Wood's  Library  for  1886.  New  York:  Will- 
iam  Wood  &  Co. 

The  June  number  of  Wood's  Standard  Library^  we  know,  will 
be  highly  appreciated  by  those  who  are  fortunate  enough  to  se- 
cure a  copy.  It  is  fully  in  keeping  with  the  valuable  numbers 
that  have  preceded  it.  The  following  subjects  are  very  fully  and 
roost  satisfactorily  considered :  Part  I.  Diseases  of  the  Buccal 
Cavity  and  Salivary  Glands,  the  Soft  Palate,  and  the  Pharynx  ; 

II.  Diseases  of  the  CBsophagus ;  III.  Diseases  of  the  Stomach ; 
IV.  Diseases  of  the  Intestines;  V.  Diseases  of  the  Liver;  VI- 
Diseases  of  the  Pancreas ;  VII.  Diseases  of  the  Peritoneum.  The 
second  edition  contains:  Part  I.  Symptomatically  Important 
Changes  of  the  Urine  ;  II.  Diseases  of  the  Renal  Parenchyma; 

III.  Diseases  of  the  Renal  Pelvis  and  the  Ureters;  IV.  Diseases 
of  the  Bladder;  and  V.  Diseases  of  the  Male  Sexual  Apparatus. 
The  work  is  excellently  illustrated,  and  is  completed  by  a  very 
full  index. 

Manual  of  Differential  Medical  Diagnosis.  By  Condict  W. 
Cutler,  M.S.,  M.D.,  Physician  to  the  New  York  Dispensary ; 
Assistant  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Hospital,  out  door  depart- 
ment; late  House  Physician  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  etc.  i6mo., 
pp.  x6i.  G.  P.  Putnam's  Sons,  publishers,  the  '^Knickerbocker 
Press,"  New  York  and  London.    1886. 

In  this  excellent  little  manual  the  author  contrasts  the  symp- 
toms of  diseases  that  are  most  likely  to  be  confounded  one  with 
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the  other;  and  has  chosen  such  symptoms  as  will  most  readily 
call  forth  a  correct  differential  diagnosis.  Althoagh  not  relying 
on  any  one  symptom  as  diagnostic^  he  has  limited  himself  to 
those  that  afford  the  moat  striking  contrast^  and  thns  avoids  un- 
necessary multiplication  and  overburdening  the  memory.  It  will 
unquestionably  be  appreciated  by  students  of  medicine  and  young 
practitioners. 

Spinal  Irritation  (Posterior  Spinal  ANiSMiA).  By  Wm.  A. 
Hammond,  M.D.,  Surgeon-General  U.S.  A.  (retired);  Professor 
of  Diseases  of  the  Mind  and  Nervous  System  in  the  New 
York  Post-Graduate  Medical  School  and  Hospital,  etc.  Paper, 
pp.  80.  (Physicians*  Leisure  Library).  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Publisher, 
Detroit,  Mich.     1886.     Price,  25  cents. 

This  distinguished  authority  on  nervous  diseases  gives  us  in 
this  compact  little  work  seven  chapters  on  the  following  subjects: 
History,  Causes,  Symptoms,  Diagnosis,  Prognosis,  Pathology, 
and  Treatment  of  Spinal  Irritation. 

In  so  common  an  affliction  as  spinal  irritation,  the  observations 
and  researches  of  Dr.  Hammond  are  well  worth  many  times  the 
exceedingly  moderate  cost  of  this  brochure. 

The  Modern  Treatment  of  Eczema.  By  Henry  G.  Piffard,  A.M., 
M.D.,  Clinical  Professor  of  Dermatology,  University  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  Surgeon  to  St.  Elizabeth's  Hospital,  Consulting  Sur- 
geon to  Charity  Hospital,  Consulting  Dermatologist  to  the  New 
York  Infant  Asylum,  etc.  Paper,  pp.  54.  (Physicians'  Leisure 
Library).  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Publisher,  Detroit,  Mich.  1886. 
Price,  25  cents. 

In  this  little  brochure  the  author  points  out  the  chief  clinical 
varieties  of  eczema,  considers  very  thoroughly  their  letiology, 
and  indicates  the  principal  remedies  found  useful  in  treating  the 
disease,  and  the  best  manner  of  applying  them. 
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SANITARY— SUSPICIOUS  CASES. 

The  following  article,  which  we  most  heartily  endorse,  is  from  the 
NaskviUe  Daily  American  of  September  23d : 

''The  communication  below  is  of  interest  to  the  general  public  as 
well  as  those  immediately  interested  in  sanitary  matters.  That  Nash- 
ville is  comparatively  removed  from  the  yellow  fever  district  is  not 
good  reason  for  failing  to  keep  fully  informed  upon  a  subject  tbat  re- 
motely affects  the  entire  State.  In  the  western  portion  of  Tennessee 
early  and  definite  information  of  the  presence  of  yellow  fever  at  the 
gulf  or  ocean  coast  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  The  Tennessee 
State  Board  of  Health  is  located  in  this  city,  and  to  this  body  with 
authority  vested  the  people  look  with  reliance.  The  question  at  issue 
is  whether  the  boards  on  the  coast  shall  report  to  the  various  State 
Boards  of  the  South  a  merely  suspicious  case  or  wait  till  it  shall  have 
fully  developed,  A  meeting  of  the  State  Board  is,  therefore,  proposed 
to  take  this  important  matter  up  for  consideration  and  positive 
definition. 

"Now  that  all  danger  for  this  season  has  passed,  the  Tennessee 
Board  of  Health  are  of  opinion  that  May  next  will  be  the  best  time  to 
hold  the  proposed  meeting.  At  what  time  should  the  public  be  in 
formed  of  a  first  case  of  yellow  fever  developing  upon  our  gulf  coast, 
or  a  case  that  warrants  reasonable  suspicion  that  it  may  prove  such  in 
its  later  stages  of  progress  ? 

''Widespread  epidemics  in  every  instance  have  their  beginning  in 
the  first  case,  the  medical  profession  remind  us,  and  are  prevented  or 
not  as  restrictive  measures  are  energetically  and  intelligendy  applied. 
Therefore,  it  is  clear  that  the  earliest  notice  possible  should  be  given, 
and  the  health  officer  who  withholds  such  information  till  it  is  beyond 
his  control  is  in  a  criminal  degree  recreant  to  a  very  sacred  trust. 
There  is  only  one  side  to  the  question.  The  fullest  information  should 
be  authoritatively  transmitted  to  the  various  Southern  Boards  of  Health, 
and  that  at  the  earliest  moment.     This  much  the  public  require,  and 
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nothing  less  will  satisfy.  The  President  of  the  Louisiana  State  Board 
of  Health  has  been  commended  with  justice  in  reporting  the  *  suspi- 
cious' cases  of  yellow  fever  which  recently  occurred  al  Biloxi,  on  the 
gulf  coast  The  facts  upon  which  he  based  his  suspicions  unques- 
tionably existed  at  that  time. 

*'The  immense  health  and  trade  interests  of  the  Mississippi  valley 
can  tolerate  no  quibbling  on  such  a  matter  at  such  a  moment^  and  the 
public  should  always  have  the  facts  without  delay,  and  the  benefit  of 
all  doubts. 

''In  this  connection  the  following  communication  was  received  yes- 
terday by  the  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health,  and  which  shows  that 
this  point  is  up  for  final  settlement  among  the  inter-State  sanitary 
authorities : 

"'Jackson,  Miss.,  Sept.  17,  1886. 
" « Dr.  J.  D.  Plunket,  President  TenneBsee  Board  of  Health  : 

**  'Dear  Sir — Your  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  following 
communication  from  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
which  explains  itself: ' 

"  Wipt  Johnson,  M.D.,  Permanent  Chairman  Sanitary  Conference,  Boards  of 
Health  of  the  Gulf  States  and  Tennessee : 

"  Dear  Sir — Representing  the  health  authorities  of  Louisiana,  a 
party  to  the  compact  of  June  3,  1884,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  Conference  of  Boards  of  Health  the  following  official  utterances, 
as  published  in  the  TUmes  Democrat  and  Picayune  of  September  10, 
1886:  ' '  confronted  by  these  statements  asset  in  direct  anti- 
thesis to  all  the  facts  in  the  recent  Biloxi  occurrence  as  revealed  to  our- 
selves, the  Louisiana  Board  of  Health  is  compelled  to  make  complaint 
of  having  been  in  this  matter  unfairly  dealt  with. 

"  Punctilious  on  its  own  part  of  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
pact to  the  extremest  exaction  of  interpretation,  not  hesitating  to  brave 
public  clamor  and  to  confront  the  resentment  incident  to  the  disturb- 
ance of  public  quietude  and  vast  commercial  movements  involved;  in 
the  face  of  every  opposition,  and  daring  every  peril,  the  Louisiana 
State  Board  of  Health,  in  conformity  to  a  mutual  obligation  entered 
into  between  the  States,  has  fulfilled  to  the  uttermost  not  only  the 
letter,  but  the  spirit  of  the  pledge.  We  have  not  hesitated  to  declare, 
even  one  case  seriously  suspicious  of  pestilential  disease,  knowing  that 
the  only  hope  of  eradication  is  in  the  earliest  recognition  of  such  dan- 
gers, and  the  only  means  the  instant  isolation  and  disinfection  of  that 
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which  even  seems  to  be  the  spark  of  pestilence.  Knowing  full  well 
that  subterfuge  would  at  all  times  seek  an  opening  for  escape,  and 
that  under  the  repressive  dominance  of  private  and  selfish  interest, 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  case  of  actual  yellow  fever  acknowledged 
and  permitted  to  be  reported  as  such  until  it  may  be  proven  by  the 
unanswerable  confirmation  of  its  epidemic  spread,  this  Board  has  ful- 
filled every  obligation  by  timely  announcing  and  enforcing  precaution 
in  cases  dangerously  suspicious  of  that  disease. 

*' V/hen  the  term  suspicious,  condemned  under  the  ban  of  design- 
ing ridicule,  shall  have  been  suppressed,  the  bond  of  agreement  be- 
tween these  States,  created  for  mutual  protection,  will  then  not  be 
worth  the  paper  upon  which  it  is  written,  and  terrifying  rumors,  ma- 
nipulated by  the  malicious  and  by  speculators,  will  rule  the  public 
mind. 

"Upon  this  word  'suspicious'  rests  the  integrity  and  value  of  the 
compact.  It  is  the  essential  spirit  of  confidence.  While  exacting  of 
ourselves,  it  is  necessary,  for  the  sake  of  fairness,  for  the  maintenance 
of  confidence,  and  the  preservation  of  the  public  welfare,  that  we  shall 
not  submit  to  that  which  we  deem  and  hereby  declare  a  violation  of 
every  principle  of  an  agreement  binding  together  under  a  pledge  the 
States  of  the  Gulf  and  Tennessee  and  the  health  authorities  of  the  sea- 
shore counties  of  Mississippi,  a  separate  organization,  but  party  to  the 
compact. 

''Following  inclination  we  would  remain  quiet,  and  under  all  con- 
ditions shall  avoid  the  appearance  of  strife  and  of  unseemly  contro- 
versy, but  it  is  behooveful  to  the  maintenance  of  friendly  relations  and 
to  the  future  prosperity  of  these  States,  in  the  continuance  of  a  right 
understanding  between  their  communities  in  a  matter  of  so  great  im- 
portance, involving  directly  questions  of  the  preservation  of  life  and 
the  least  interruption  of  industry  and  commerce,  that  we  shall  not  per- 
mit this  action  of  the  local  health  authorities  in  Mississippi  to  pass  un. 
challenged.  The  harmonious  relations  and  public  welfare,  not  only  of 
Louisiana,  but  every  State  vitality  concerned  in  the  management  of 
pestilence,  threatened  or  actual,  and  above  all  those  States  party  to 
this  pledge,  demand  a  friendly  but  thorough  investigation  of  the  recent 
Biloxi  matter,  and  an  early  adjudication  of  the  serious  difference  which 
now  exists. 

"Rebuking  the  spirit  of  retaliation,  of  crimination,  and  recrimina- 
tion, we,  the  health  authorities  concerned,  owe  it  to  ourselves,  and. 
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above  all,  to  the  people  of  our  States,  that  we  shall  perfect  an  agree- 
ment, in  accomplishing  which  there  is  no  need  for  controversy  or 
show  of  personal  animus  of  any  kind. 

*'We  would  therefore  earnestly  recommend  that  at  such  time  as 
would  be  most  convenient  to  its  members  a  convention  of  the  Sani- 
tary Conference  of  the  Gulf  States  and  Tennessee  be  called  for  the 
purpose  of  a  readjustment 

"  By  order  of  the  Board. 

**  With  much  esteem,  your  obedient  servant, 

[  Signed.]  ''Joseph  Holt,  M.D.,  President:' 

*'  *  In  my  opinion  this  conference  should  be  held  as  recommended, 
and  if  agreeable  to  the  bodies  represented  therein  it  is  my  purpose  to 
call  a  meeting  at  a  convenient  date  and  place. 

*"  An  expression  is  respectfully  requested  from  your  Board  as  lo  the 
proposed  conference,  and  if  in  your  opinion  it  should  be  held,  would 
request  that  you  will  suggest  a  date  and  place  for  same. 

"  *  I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  an  early  date  should  be  se- 
lected, and  would  propose  the  city  of  New  Orleans  as  the  place,  it  be- 
ing the  most  accessible  to  the  majority  concerned. 

**  *  Please  have  the  kindness  to  reply  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

"  '  Yours  truly,  **  *  Wirt  Johnson, 

''^Permanent  Chairman  Sanitaty  Conference  Boards  of  Health  of  the 
Gulf  States  and  Tennessee:  " 


THE  ACTION  OF  ALCOHOL  IN  DISEASE. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati  Academy  of  Medicine,  Dr.  J.  T. 
Whittaker  in  the  chair,  Dr.  Shaller  read  a  paper  on  the  subject,  "Is 
Alcohol  a  Necessity  in  Medicine?"  advocating  the  negative  side  of  the 
question,  from  which  we  make  the  following  extract : 

•'Alcohol  has  a  strong  affinity  for  water  and  oxygen.  Of  its  affinity 
for  albumen  we  will  not  now  speak.  Beale  and  Richardson  tell  us  of 
red  blood  corpuscles  so  deprived  of  their  water  by  alcohol  as  to  be 
dentated  and  even  truncated.  Under  alcoholic  influence,  both  the 
white  and  red  globules  move  more  slowly,  becoming  agglutinated  and 
form  themselves  into  rolls. 

* 'Alcohol's  affinity  for  oxygen  is  seen  in  the  dark  color  of  the  red 
corpuscle.     It  unites  with  and  consumes  the  oxygen,  preventing  it 
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from  being  carried  into  the  tissues,  where  it  is  needed,  both  in  health 
and  disease,  to  unite  with  the  products  of  digestion  in  eliminating 
force.  Alcohol,  by  abstracting  water  from  the  corpuscles  uniting  with 
and  appropriating  their  oxygen,  impau-s  their  activity  and  power  to 
absorb  oxygen  in  the  lungs  or  waste  products  in  the  tissues.  Whether 
this  is  an  actual  saving  of  tissues  which  can  be  calculated  by  pounds, 
as  yet  we  have  no  very  positive  knowledge.  In  health  the  nitrogen- 
ous wastes  do  not  depend  upon  the  consumption  or  wearing  away  of 
tissues,  but,  as  Fick  and  Wislicenus  have  shown,  the  nitrogen  excreted 
during  muscular  efforts  depends  upon  the  amount  of  nitrogenous  food 
consumed  or  ingested.  In  disease  the  quantity  of  food  ingested  is 
diminished,  the  power  of  assimilation  and  appropriation  is  interfered 
with,  the  tissues  themselves  are  consumed  to  supply  the  force  needed 
to  sustain  life. 

**  There  can  be  no  life  without  waste.  Health  depends  upon  a 
constant  tissue  change,  with  renewal  of  tissues  and  an  elimination  of 
the  waste.  Disease  must  result  if  either  of  the  processes  are  inter- 
fered with.  In  disease  there  is  greater  need  of  the  waste  being  ex- 
pelled, and  all  rational  treatment  is  to  this  end,  viz.:  obtaining  a  free 
secretion  and  excretion.  Those  who  use  alcohol  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  tissue  change  simply  attempt  to  lessen  or  retard  it,  in  so 
doing  the  vitality  of  the  most  important  cells  in  the  organsim  is  low- 
ered and  their  functions  interfered  with,  viz.:  that  of  the  red  corpuscles 
as  carriers. 

**  It  is  doubtful  if  it  can  be  positively  demonstrated  that  by  alcoholic 
treatment  one  pound  of  tissue  is  saved.  The  amount  of  urea  excreted 
is  diminished.  This  may  result  from  the  digestion  of  food  being  in- 
terfered with,  or  the  appetite  for  food  being  diminished,  as  often  follows 
alcoholic  drinking.  The  decrease  in  the  amount  of  carbonic  acid  gas 
exhaled  results  from  the  absorbing  power  of  the  red  corpuscles  being 
partially  destroyed. 

'*  Fever  usually  runs  a  limited  course.  Without  complications  the 
waste  is  not  so  great  as  to  interfere  with  the  final  recovery  of  the  pa- 
tient. Some  lose  ten,  twenty,  or  forty  pounds,  and  yet  make  good 
recoveries. 

"There  are  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  calculating  how  many 
grains  of  urea  and  carbonic  acid  gas  represent  one  pound  of  tissue, 
and,  after  alcoholic  treatment,  determine  how  much  less  urea  and  -car. 
bonic  acid  there  is  in  the  excretions,  and  thus  by  calculation  learn  how 
many  pounds  of  tissue  may  be  saved. 
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"  If  we  could  state  that  the  average  weight  of  typhoid  fever  patients, 
when  the  temperature  had  returned  to  the  normal  standard,  is  greater 
when  alcoholic  medicines  are  used  than  when  they  are  not  used,  we 
would  have  some  positive  data  of  positive  value.  Those  who  use 
alcohol  in  the  treatment  of  typhoid  fever  claim  to  save  tissue,  retard 
cell  growth  and  cell  activity.  Those  who  do  not  use  alcohol,  claim  to 
save,  not  tissue  and  cells,  but  the  whole  patient. 

"  I  regret  that  statistics  are  not  greater,  but,  small  as  they  are,  they 
show  that  disease  can  be  treated  successfully  without  alcohol." 


MARRIED— FITE-STEPHENSON. 

The  following  item  we  take  from  the  Nashville  Anurican  of  Sep- 
tember 2oth : 

''The  event  of  greatest  interest  during  the  week  was  the  marriage  in 
Memphis,  Saturday,  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Fite  and  Miss  Bessie  Stephenson, 
of  Dallas,  Tex.  The  wedding  was  a  private  one,  and  owing  to  the  ill 
health  of  the  bride's  mother,  who  is  at  Sulphur  Springs,  Tex.,  was 
consummated  from  the  residence  of  relatives  in  Memphis,  Maj.  J.  J. 
Murphy,  whose  wife  is  a  connection  of  Mrs.  Stephenson.  Col.  C.  B. 
Stephenson,  the  bride's  father,  came  up  from  Texas  and  gave  the  bride 
away.  The  family  is  one  of  social  prominence.  The  young  lady 
graduated  at  Ward's  in  this  city  four  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  14,  and 
spent  the  year  following  in  England.  Since  her  return  she  has  lived 
at  Dallas,  and  has  been  one  of  its  brightest  belles.  Mrs.  Fite  is 
of  striking  attractive  personal  appearance — tall,  shapely  and  graceful, 
bright  and  entertaining  in  conversation,  and  of  a  warm  Southern  na- 
ture that  wins  one's  interest  and  fixes  her  in  the  regard  for  all  times. 
The  fortunate  groom  is  one  of  the  best  known  of  the  younger  men  of 
the  medical  profession  in  this  State,  having  filled  several  positions  of 
trust.  He  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Health  in  his  native  town  of 
Shelby viUe  before  leaving  there  in  1882  to  become  Secretary  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  with  headquarters  at  Nashville,  which  latter 
responsible  position  he  filled  with  ability  and  good  results,  and  was 
during  six  years  Secretary  also  of  the  State  Medical  Society.  He  be- 
gan several  years  since  the  special  study  of  nervous  and  mental  dis- 
eases, and  in  December  was  appointed  Assistant  Superintendent  at  the 
East  Tennessee  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  near  Rnoxville,  where  he  and 
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his  bride  will  reside.  A  number  of  Dr.  Fite's  medical  associates  and 
social  friends,  and  a  few  friends  of  the  bride  were  the  only  witnesses 
to  the  impressive  ceremony  at  Calvary  Church,  performed  by  the  Rev. 
Father  Klein,  Dean  of  St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Cathedral.'' 


HUMANITY  RUN  MAD. 


The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  imbued  with 
fanaticism  rather  than  zeal,  have  seen  fit  to  swear  out  an  indictment  in 
the  courts  against  one  of  the  most  progressive  and  earnest  men  in  the 
medical  profession,  one  whom  we  feel  honored  to  call  our  friend,  Dr. 
B.  A.  Watson,  of  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

The  occasion  of  this  ridiculous  persecution — for  we  cannot  dignify 
it  with  the  legal  title  of  a  prosecution — was  that  this  earnest  worker  in 
the  most  humane  of  all  sciences,  in  his  efforts  to  solve  certain  problems 
not  yet  elucidated  respecting  railroad  accidents  and  other  injuries,  put 
to  death  in  a  certain  manner  a  number  of  useless  and  worthless  dogs, 
his  object  being  to  benefit  his  fellow-man.  His  method  of  killing  them 
was  by  letting  them  fall  from  certain  distances.^ 

We  have  been  taught,  and  the  world  so  holds,  that  everything  on  this 
globe  is  for  man's  use;  and  we  do  not  consider  that  he  abuses  his 
privileges  and  his  rights  when  he  puts  to  death  or  in  any  other  way 
uses  a  dog,  a  cat,  rabbit,  or  other  animal,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
the  sufferings  or  prolonging  the  life  of  his  fellow-man,  any  more  than 
when  one  kills  an  ox,  a  lamb,  a  chicken,  bird,  or  other  animal,  fowl, 
or  fish  to  nourish  his  fellow-man. 

It  would  unquestionably  be  a  cruel  act  for  one  of  our  Western  cattle 
kings  to  slaughter  several  thousand  of  his  own  cattle  at  some  far  dis- 
tant and  thinly  settled  locality  where  they  could  not  be  used.  But  it 
is  not  an  act  of  cruelty  if  the  same  number,  or  many  times  that  num- 
ber, are  killed  in  a  proper  manner,  and  are  used  for  feeding  the  multi- 
tudes of  some  of  our  great  metropolitan  centers.  It  is  the  abuse,  not 
the  use,  of  his  privileges  that  constitute  cruelty  and  inhumanity. 

From  the  American  Lancet  we  learn  that  Dr.  Watson  was  not  only 
indicted,  but  tried,  convicted,  and  jailed.  The  following  extract  from 
this  excellent  monthly,  one  of  our  most  valued  exchanges,  we  most 
heartily  endorse : 

''The  case  is  appealed,  and  we  trust  that  the  next  court  will  have 
sufficient  sense  to  recognize  the  fact  that  the  Doctor  should  be  rewarded 
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by  the  State  for  his  service  (i)  in  killing  the  useless  curs,  and  (2)  by 
using  their  death  as  a  means  of  advancing  the  interests  of  humanity 
and  the  cause  of  science.  Meantime  the  Doctor  has  the  sympathies 
of  the  entire  medical  profession,  who  know  his  kind-heartedness  and 
unselfish  devotion  to  humanity  and  the  medical  profession.  If  that 
particular  society  has  nothing  to  do,  it  had  better  disband  and  indi. 
vidually  [soak  its  members'  heads  till  an  element  of  common  sense 
should  be  developed  therein." 


Comparative  Tests  of  Infant  Foods.— W.  H.  Rassman,  M.D., 
Attending  Physician,  North  Eastern  Dispensary,  and  Late  House  Sur- 
geon, Maternity  Hospital,  New  York  City,  under  date  of  August  i, 
1886,  reports  as  follows:  "Impressed  with  the  importance  of  the 
proper  feeding  of  infants,  I  determined  to  make  as  thoroughly  as  pos- 
sible a  series  of  comparative  clinical  tests,  both  in  the  North  Eastern 
Dispensary  and  in  private  practice.  I  obtained  eleven  varieties  of 
food,  using  of  each  one  or  more  packages,  according  to  the  duration 
of  the  case.  I  used  as  little  medicine  as  possible,  and  took  particular 
care  to  have  the  directions  on  each  package  of  food  carefully  followed. 
Some  foods  I  found  absolutely  worthless,  if  not  injurious,  containing 
undigested  starch  and  other  elements.  Others  seemed  useful  in  simple 
mal-nutrition,  but  were  too  laxative  and  irritating  in  their  action  to  be 
safe  in  intestinal  derangements.  The  food,  however,  which  in  any  and 
every  case  fulfilled  all  requirements  was  lactated  food.  In  mal-nutri- 
tion  it  was  *  a,  complete  substitute  for  mother's  milk,'  acting  in  a  way 
which  charmed  the  mother,  and  was  highly  appreciated  fey  the  physi- 
cian. In  the  exhaustion  consequent  on  summer  diarrhoea  and  entero- 
colitis, its  effect  was  wonderful,  filling  out  the  emaciated  body  and 
checking  the  disease  with  little  or  no  medicine.  In  cholera  infantum, 
however,  it  achieved  its  greatest  triumph,  holding  the  disease  in  check 
in  a  grand  manner,  and  finally  restoring  fully  the  lost  weight  and 
strength." 

Bromidia. — In  the  decline  of  life,  when  exhausted  nature  habitually 
repels  the  restorative  influence  of  sleep,  there  is  nothing  so  suitable  to 
induce  healthful  repose  as  one-half  to  one  teaspoonful  of  bromidia  at 
bedtime.  It  may  be  taken  for  years  in  the  same  dose,  with  the  same 
effect,  and  without  detriment. 
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TYPHO-MALARIAL  FEVER.* 


BY 

B.   F.   DUGUAN,  M.D.,  UNIOKYIIiLEy  TENN. 


Gentlemen  : — In  the  investigation  of  this  disease  I  am  plaoed 
at  a  disadvantage^  from  the  fact  that  the  subject  was  discussed  at 
a  former  meeting  of  the  Society^  when  it  was  not  convenient  for 
me  to  be  present,  and  I  did  not  hear  the  subject  presented,  or  the 
opinions  of  the  members  about  it. 

In  fever  nomenclature  this  name  is  a  hybrid.  But  experience 
and  observation  have  demonstrated  the  existence  of  pathological 
conditions,  I  think,  to  justify  the  name. 

The  disease,  it  is  thought,  had  its  principal  origin  in  the  cir- 
oamstanoes  of  the  late  war.  The  soldiers  were  exposed  to  mala- 
rial influences  and  imbibed  malarial  poison,  and  the  crowded 
condition  was  calculated  to  produce  typhoid  fever. 

The  conditions  presented  in  typho-malarial  fever  have  been 

>Aii  e6tay  read  before  the  Bedford  Ooanty  Medical  Society,  October  2, 1886. 


Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


492  ORIGINAL  GOMKUNICATIOlfS — DUGOAN. 

presented  under  three  heads — *nalarialf  typhoid,  and  8carbuUc. 
The  malarial  element  predominates  at  the  commencement ;  then 
the  typhoid,  and  sometimes  the  scorbutic  complication  is  present. 
The  accession  of  fever  may  be  somewhat  abrupt,  and  the  remis- 
sions tolerably  distinct,  but  after  awhile  (perhaps  a  week)  the  re- 
missions are  not  so  clearly  defined.  Then  the  typhoid  symptoms 
become  more  plainly  developed. 

Loomis  calls  it  continued  malarial  fever,  or  Chickahominy 
fever.  He  says:  *'  In  its  etiological  aspect  it  partakes  more  of 
the  character  of  typhus  than  of  typhoid.  The  term  typho- mala- 
rial fever  has  been  employed  by  one  class  of  observers  to  indicate 
the  presence  of  malaria  and  the  specific  poison  of  typhoid  fever. 
By  another  class  the  term  has  been  employed  to  indicate  the 
presence  of  malaria  and  a  8q[>tio  poison.  Many  doubt  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  form  of  fever,  and  regard  the  so-called  typhoid 
element  as  nothing  more  than  a  typhoid  condition,  liable  to  be  de- 
veloped in  connection  with  remittent  fever,  as  well  as  many  other 
diseases.  The  term  typho-malarial  fever  is  a  convenient  one  for 
the  first  class  of  observers,  and  is  one  which  can  be  employed  by 
them  without  confusion ;  whereas  to  the  second  class  of  observers 
it  is  exceedingly  objectionable,  and  gives  rise  to  confusion.  The 
fever  is  produced  by  the  combined  action  of  a  septic  and  malarial 
poison.'^  Wood  {Prao,  Med.)  calls  it  "  en tero- miasmatic.'* 
Drake  (on  diseases  of  the  Mississippi  Valley)  gave  it  the  name 
of  "  remitto-typhus." 

Wood,  in  1847,  stated  that  remittent  or  bilious  fever,  as  it  was 
then  properly  called,  was  sometimes  of  a  low,  adynamic  charac- 
ter, from  cooperation  of  a  typhoid  epidemic  influence  with  mias- 
mata.*' 

Thus  we  find  these  eminent  writera  and  practitioners  of  medi- 
cine very  closely  associated  the  malarial  and  typhoid  elements 
in  the  same  case. 

7%€  morbid  anatomy,  as  we  find  it  presented  in  the  books, 

would  refjuire  a  post  mortem  by  the  attending  physician  to  fully 

determine  the  morbific  character  of  the  organs  implicated.     For 

*    '^nce,  the  liver  is  increased  in  size,  and  its  cut  surface  presents 

»Bed  appearance,  and  resembles  that  known  as  the  natmeg 
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liver.  Now,  we  may  know  that  the  liver  is  enlarged,  tender, 
etc.,  but  we  cannot  tell  the  color  till  there  is  a  post-mortem  ex- 
amination. In  the  morbid  anatomy  there  is  much  that  would  be 
interesting  in  an  avitopna  oadaverioa  for  medical  or  l^al  pur- 
poses. The  heart,  the  lungs,  and  the  kidneys  all  play  an  im- 
portant part  in  this  fever. 

JEtiology. — Of  course  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  true  letiol- 
ogy  of  this  fever.  That  the  malarial  poison  is  necessary  for  its  de- 
velopment is  certain,  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  some  other 
poison  besides  malaria  is  in  operation  when  it  prevails.  It  is 
usually  met  with  in  malarial  districts.  It  is  dependent,  in  a  ma- 
jority of  cases,  upon  anti-hygienic  conditions,  in  crowded  and  im- 
properly-ventilated apartments,  and  where  proper  attention  to 
cleanliness  is  not  observed.  It  is  not  considered  to  be  a  cofniagiou% 
disease,  either  from  personal  contact  or  from  excrements.  In  its 
morbid  anatomy  and  symptomatology  it  is  a  combination  of  ma- 
larial and  septic  fever.  I  use  the  terms  septic  and  typhoid  in  this 
connection  as  synonymous,  and  I  believe  they  are  so  considered 
by  writers  upon  this  subject. 

Symptoms. — It  is  difficult  to  present  a  true  typical  picture  of 
this  disease,  from  the  fact  that  in  different  cases  there  is  a  varia- 
tion of  symptoms.  The  clinical  history,  as  given  by  the  best 
authorities,  varies  as  the  malarial  or  septic  element  predominates. 
And  there  may  be  scorbutic  or  dysenteric  symptoms.  Sometimes 
we  have  diarrhoea  at  the  beginning,  and  frequently  the  reverse — 
a  state  of  constipation.  We  find  in  the  cases  where  the  malarial 
element  predominates,  this  type  of  fever  is  usually  ushered  in  by 
a  chill,  sometimes  very  light,  cold  hands  and  feet;  then  again 
quite  decided,  lasting  for  perhaps  an  hour.  The  chill  may  be 
preceded  by  headache,  loss  of  appetite,  and  a  feeling  of  ex- 
haustion, and  in  some  cases  a  waxy  or  yellow  tinge  of  the  skin. 
The  chill  is  similar  to  that  of  remittent  fever,  and  is  immediately 
followed  by  febrile  symptoms,  the  temperature  rising  in  a  few 
hours  to  102°  to  104°  or  105°  Fah.  The  pulse  100  to  110 ;  is  full 
and  strong.  There  is  sometimes  mental  disturbance  and  delirium. 
The  secretions,  and  even  the  excretions,  are  checked.  At  the  out- 
set the  phenomenon  closely  resembles  remittent  fever,  but  the 
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remissions  are  not  so  clearly  defined.  The  existence  of  abdom- 
inal tenderness  in  the  right  iliac  fossa  is  a  strong  point  id 
diagnosis.  The  tongue  at  first  presents  a  flabby  appearance,  with 
a  smooth  surface ;  soon  it  becomes  covered  with  a  white  or  yel- 
lowish-white coat ;  later  it  becomes  brownish,  and  in  bad  cases 
red,  and  suddenly  clean  and  shining,  and  sordes  collect  upon  the 
teeth  and  lips.  In  scorbutic  cases  the  tongue  is  enlarged  and 
flabby.  As  the  disease  progresses  there  will  be  changes  in  the 
temperature,  and  the  pulse  will  vary  from  100  to  110, 120,  and 
130,  and  sometimes  even  more,  to  the  minute.  In  the  9q)tio  type 
of  the  fever  the  prominent  symptoms,  such  as  lassitude,  headache, 
pains  in  the  back  and  limbs,  resembla  typical  typhoid  fever. 

There  are  many  symptoms  present  also  of  remitttent  fever,  such 
as  the  chill  and  the  fever  following ;  temperature  102^,  104^,  and 
105^  F.;  and  during  the  first  week  there  are  forenoon  remissions, 
rather  indistinct,  and  afternoon  exacerbations.  Sometimes  more 
distinct  every  third  or  fourth  day,  and  one  of  the  symptoms  is  a 
well-marked  hepatic  tenderness,  and  occasionally  enlargement  of 
the  spleen ;  and  about  the  third  week  a  jaundiced  appearance  of  the 
skin  and  dryness.  The  urine  diminishes  in  quantity  and  deepens  in 
color.  Diarrhoea  may  occur  at  any  time.  And  in  the  oases  fol- 
lowing I  will  describe  some  of  the  conditions  connected  there- 
with ;  and  here  I  will  rest  as  to  symptoms  for  the  present,  though 
not  through.  Drs.  Elliston,  Wood,  and  others  present  symptoms 
for  almost  every  day  of  the  case. 

Prognosis, — I  will  again  quote  Loomis.  He  says :  ^*  The  ratio 
of  mortality  in  continued  malarial  fever  varies  greatly  in  the  dif- 
ferent regions  in  which  it  occurs;  and  as  the  malarial  or  septic 
element  predominates,  the  hygienic  surroundings  of  the  patient, 
the  range  of  the  atmospheric  temperature  will  very  greatly  influence 
the  prognosis.^'  This  is  my  observation  and  experience.  He  says 
statistics  of  this  fever  in  difierent  localities  and  in  difierent  years 
give  the  ratio  of  mortality  at  from  eight  to  ten  per  cent.  This  is 
my  own  experience ;  hence,  the  prognosis  may  always  be  made  ac- 
cording to  the  severity  or  mildness  of  the  case  upon  this  basis, 
^'^e  may  expect  the  prevailing  type  or  character  of  disease  to  great- 
fluence  the  prognosis;  and,if  we  have  a  feeble,  fluttering  pulse. 
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diarrhoea,  continued  hiocough|  the  diarrhoea  having  mucous,  blood, 
etc.,  in  the  dejections,  with  dry,  red  tongue,  cracked  and  fissured, 
drowsiness,  with  tendency  to  coma,  and  petechial  spots  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  body,  epistazis  and  bleeding  from  the  lips,  etc.,  the 
prognosis  would  be  unfavorable ;  yet  these  bad  cases  sometimes 
recover. 

I  will  report  a  few  oases  that  occurred  in  my  practice  in  1882,  most 
of  which  lam  compelled  to  give  from  memory,  as  I  was  too  busy 
to  make  notes  of  the  symptoms  and  treatment  daily.  There  were 
five  cases  in  a  small  log-house  of  two  rooms,  about  fourteen  feet 
square,  with  a  narrow  hall-way;  house  on  the  ground,  poor  venti- 
lation, and  bad  roof,  and  house  quite  damp  when  it  rained;  hy- 
gienic conditions  very  bad.  These  were  negroes.  George,  about 
fourteen  years  of  age;  Jo,  sixteen;  Sam,  ten;  one  girl  about 
eighteen ;  and  one  eight.  All  presented  a  very  decided  appear- 
ance of  malarial  fever.  Commenced  with  chill,  followed  by  fever, 
hot,  dry  skin,  tongue  white-coated,  head  and  backache,  and  limbs 
aching ;  temperature  high.  Do  not  now  remember  what  it  regis- 
tered. Pulse  from  100  to  130  to  the  minute.  There  was  consider- 
able change  in  the  condition  of  the  cases  from  day  to  day.  Treated 
the  malarial  symptoms,  which  yielded  to  treatment  well ;  but  as 
the  fever  progressed  the  typhoid  element  was  presented.  George 
was  confined  ten  weeks,  and  recovered ;  Jo,  six  weeks,  same;  Sam, 
four  weeks;  the  oldest  girl,  six  weeks;  and,  in  defiance  of  hy- 
gienic surroundings  the  four  recovered  fully.  The  girl  of  eight 
seemed  to  do  as  well  as  the  others  for  three  weeks,  and  I  was 
hopeful  of  her  case.  About  this  time  she  complained  of  her  feet 
paining  her,  and  that  they  were  cold.  On  examination  I  soon 
discovered  a  darker  shade  above  the  ankle,  and  in  a  day  or  two 
we  had  a  well-developed  case  of  dry  gangrene  of  both  feet  and 
one-third  of  each  leg.  This  case  proved  fatal  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  week. 

At  Mr.  W.'s,  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  place  where 
the  negroes  lived,  there  were  four  cases.  Three  of  these  cases 
had  rubeola  about  one  year  previously,  and  all  of  them  had  diar- 
rhoea, leaving  the  intestinal  canal  in  a  diseased  condition.  Two 
cases  recovered,  and  two  died.    One  a  young  lady,  about  fifteen 
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years  old,  Miss  H.  W.,  who,  about  the  fourth  week,  was  attacked 
with  intestinal  hemorrhage — melsdna.  The  hemorrhage  was  excess- 
ive, black  and  clotted.    She  died  about  the  end  of  the  fourth  week. 

There  were  four  cases  at  Mr.  M/s,  in  Unionville.  All  re- 
covered in  from  four  to  five  weeks,  except  one,  Mr.  Jell,  a  young 
man  about  twenty  years  old,  who  was  confined  ninety  days,  and 
made  slow  recovery.  During  the  term  of  this  sickness  I  noted 
forty-four  cases,  with  four  deaths.  Four  of  the  cases  had  intesti- 
nal hemorrhage,  clotted  and  black  blood ;  all  recovered  but  one. 

The  treatment  was  varied  according  to  symptoms.  In  the  early 
stages  of  the  fever,  during  the  remissions,  I  gave  quinine,  and  con- 
tinued to  do  so  as  long  as  the  remedy  seemed  to  control  the  fever. 
When  the  temperature  was  high,  and  the  pulse  was  strong  and 
quick,  I  gave  tincture  of  aconite.  Skin  dry,  I  sometimes  gave 
sulpho-carbolate  of  soda^  and  other  febrifuges,  treating  the  intesti- 
nal lesion,  tympanites,  and  other  symptoms  of  typhoid  fever  with 
turpentine  emulsion,  with  phenic  acid  or  creosote  as  the  case 
seemed  to  demand,  with  poultices,  and  sometimes  blisters,  etc. 
Occasionally  tincture  of  ferri,  quinine  and  ferri,  and  gave  strict 
attention  to  hygienic  regulations,  all  of  which  came  properly  in 
the  course  of  treatment.  Cleanliness  in  the  sick-room,  bathing 
the  surface  of  the  body  with  warm  water,  a  change  of  clothing 
and  of  bed-clothes,  and  if  convenient  a  change  of  bed,  and  make 
everything  as  comfortable  as  possible  to  the  patient;  attend  to 
all  little  things  that  would  please  the  sick  one ;  give  lemonade 
and  other  palatatable  drinks  and  stimulants  when  needed.  The 
diet  should  be  quite  select  and  of  good  quality — fresh  milk  and 
milk-punch,  and  articles  to  build  up  and  give  strength  to  the  pa- 
tient. If  not  disposed  to  take  food,  give  diet  as  medicine,  and 
thus  sustain  the  system  till  nature  comes  to  your  aid.  This  course 
has  been  successful  in  my  hands.  I  had  treated  typhoid  fever 
thirty  ago,  and  when  the  typhoid  symptoms  made  their  appear- 
ance or  predominated  I  gave  the  typhoid  treatment.  This  was 
my  course  of  treatment  of  the  typho-malarial  fever  of  1882  and 
since,  whenever  I  have  met  with  cases  of  that  character.  I  have 
lost  no  cases  of  this  fever  since  1882.  Now,  if  my  brethren  of 
the  medical  profession  will  give  me  additional  light  upon  the  sab- 
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jeot,  I  will  be  thankfal  for  such  information.  I  am  conscioas  that 
some  of  jou  will  diflPer  with  me  in  the  nomenclature  of  this  dis- 
ease termed  typho-malarial  fever.  To  my  mind  the  name  presents 
no  confusion ;  and  whether  it  is  a  combination  of  the  two  elements 
in  one  disease,  or  whether  one  element  is  in  a  dormant  state  till 
the  other  expends  its  force  and  then  develops  a  different  fever  or 
not,  to  my  mind,  I  again  say,  there  is  no  confusion  in  the  name 
in  connecting  them  together  in  one  fever.  That  there  is  a  mala- 
rial element  and  development  in  the  case  I  think  cannot  be  denied, 
and  that  there  is  a  septic  development  is  equally  true,  and  the 
symptoms  must  be  treated  as  they  are  developed.  I  may  be 
wrong,  but,  like  Old  Galileo,  when  he  said  the  world  turned,  I 
think  there  must  be  suchja  disease  as  typoh-malaricLl fever,  and  must 
hold  to  it  till  the  profession  can  give  me  a  better  name.  I  under- 
stand that  Woodward  went  back  on  his  own  bantling,  and  gave 
comfort  to  the  opposition;  but  when  I  am  convinced  that  I  am 
in  error  I  will  gracefully  yield  the  point. 


A  MEDICAL  WONDER. 


Mb.  Editob  : — I  met  on  an  extended  Western  trip,  from  which 
I  have  just  returned,  a  medical  wonder  in  the  person  of  a  physi- 
cian in  his  fifty-ninth  year  of  active  practice.  He  is  Dr.  T.  J. 
Pollard,  of  Fayetteville,  Ark.  His  history  in  brief  is  as  follows : 
Born  in  Je^amine  County,  Ky.,  October  27,  1805 ;  graduated 
from  Transylvania  University  the  spring  of  1828,  in  the  same 
class  with  McDowell ;  graduated  the  .same  year  of  Gross;  prac- 
ticed in  Versailles,  Ky.,  three  years,  and  in  Palmyra,  Mo.,  from 
1831  to  1839,  when  he  began  to  suffer  with  hemorrhage  of  the 
lungs,  for  which  cause  he  sought  a  milder  climate,  and  located  at 
Fayetteville,  Ark.,  in  the  fall  of  1839,  where  he  has  lived  and 
practiced  without  interruption  till  the  date  I  saw  him,  August 
25, 1886.  One  hour  before  I  saw  him  he  had  returned  from  an 
eight-mile  trip  in  the  country.  Three  weeks  before  I  saw  him 
he  had  amputated  a  leg  at  the  upper  third  at  Rogers,  Ark.,  be- 
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oause  of  injuries  received  in  a  railroad  aocident,  he  being  the 
sar^^eon  of  the  St.  L,  and  8.  F.  B.  B.  He  travels  his  roanda 
either  on  horseback  or  in  a  buggy,  as  best  suits  the  road  over 
which  his  duties  take  him.  Now,  if  there  is  another  in  the 
United  States  who  equals  or  surpasses  him  for  wonderful  old  age 
and  (tetimty,  I  would  like  for  him  to  ''show  up;'^  not  inqairing 
of  the  old  broken  down,  chair  or  bed-ridden  men,  but  active, 
every-day  working  practitioners,  fifty-nine  years  at  work,  and 
sound  in  wind,  limb,  and  intellect  J.  P.  McF. 


KALINE  CX)MP.  PILL. 


It  is  with  much  pleasure  I  bear  testimony  to  the  satisfiu^tory 
results  obtained  from  the  use  of  the  Kaline  Comp.  Pill  as  a  sab- 
stitute  for  quinine  in  all  cases  in  which  that  drug,  from  any  pecu- 
liarity of  condition  of  patient  or  temperament,  is  in  its  effects 
unpleasant.  In  chronic  intermittent  fever,  and  when  the  stom- 
ach and  brain  are  intolerant  of  quinine,  I  have  found  it  especially 
beneficial.  I  think  this  valuable  medicine  in  the  near  future 
destined  to  supersede  all  rivals  for  the  purposes  above  indicated. 

Bandolph,  Ala.  J.  W.  Brand,  M.D. 


LISTEBINE. 


Listerine  has  withstood  the  comparative  clinical  tests  of  the 
many  officinal  drugs  recently  classed  as  antiseptics  in  the  natural 
progress  of  medical  theories  and  laboratory  observations,  no  one 
of  which  60  happily  combines  the  above  qualities  as  this  carefully 
prepared  [formula  of  Benso-Boracic  Acid  with  Vegetable  Pro- 
ducts and  Ozoniferous  Essences,  all  antiseptics  and  chemically 
compatible. 
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Societies. 


AMERICAN  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ASSOCIATION— FOUR- 
TEENTH ANNUAL  SESSION. 


The  Association  met  in  Shaftesbury  Hall,  Toronto,  Canada,  on 
Toesday  mornings  October  5th  ult.,  and  was  called  to  order  by 
the  President,  Dr.  Henry  P.  Walcott,  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Rev.  H.  M.  Parsons  opened  the  proceedings  with  prayer. 

Between  fifty-five  and  sixty  members  had  registered  with  the 
Treasurer,  Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Dr.  Bryoe,  Chairman  of  Local  Committee  of  Arrangements, 
made  the  usual  announcements,  informing  the  members,  in  con- 
nection with  other  statements,  as  to  the  hours  of  the  entertain- 
ments arranged  for  the  delegates  and  their  ladies. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  names  of  about  thirty  gentlemen 
from  various  parts  of  Canada,  and  a  like  number  from  the  United   ^- 
States.    These  gentlemen  having  been  recommended  for  mem- 
bership by  the  Executive  Committee,  were  duly  elected. 

Dr.  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  Treasurer,  presented  his  report,  show- 
ing that  during  the  past  year  the  receipts  amounted  to  $6,472.43, 
including  the  following  items:  Balance  from  last  year,  $1,095; 
from  annual  fees  of  members,  $1,720;  from  Mr.  T.  H.  Lombe, 
11^903.  The  disbursements  during  the  year  amounted  to  $4,- 
386.66,  including:  For  printing,  binding,  and  distributing  last 
volume  of  Transactions,  $1,197 ;  Secretary's  traveling  expenses, 
162.46;  Treasurer's  traveling  expenses,  $164;  prize  essays,  $1,- 
903;  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  of  |1,086.78.  The  report  was 
referred  to  an  appropriate  auditing  committee. 

A  paper  on  "  Destruction  of  Night  Soil  and  Garbage  by  Fire/' 
by  Dr.  George  Baird,  of  Wheeling,  West  Virginia,  was  read  by 
Dr.  Reeves,  of  that  city.    The  author  stated  that  special  conta- 
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gious  and  infectious  diseases  are  propagated,  and  that  many  dis- 
eases are  disseminated,  by  pollution  of  the  air  and  drinking 
water.  The  health  authorities  of  Wheeling  have  for  several 
years  been  trying  to  devise  a  plan  for  so  disposing  of  the  sub- 
stances as  to  protect  their  own  citizens,  as  well  as  those  of  adja- 
cent places.  He  contended  that  water  carriage  of  sewerage  and 
other  waste  matter  was  dangerous  in  the  extreme.  The  furnish- 
ing of  night  soil  to  gardeners  as  a  fertilizer  had  been  tried ;  also 
to  giving  of  garbage  to  dairymen.  The  plans  had  resulted  in 
polluted  wells  and  diseased  cows.  He  then  detailed  a  series  of 
experiments,  demonstrating  that  burning  this  class  of  matter  in 
properly-constructed  furnaces  was  the  best  and  by  far  the  most 
satisfactory  method. 

Dr.  Edward  Playter,  of  Ottawa,  read  a  paper  on  ''Our  Inland 
Lakes  and  Rivers,  the  Disposal  of  Sewerage,  and  the  Spread  of 
Infectious  Diseases/' 

A  paper  by  Mr.  Alan  Macdougall  on  the  Toronto  sewers  was 
read  by  Dr.  Covernton.  It  gave  an  exhaustive  description  of  the 
sewerage  system  of  the  city,  and  gave  many  fiicts  about  it  and  the 
water-supply  system,  with  which  the  citizens  are  more  or  less 
familiar,  but  which  were  of  considerable  interest  to  the  visiting 
delegates. 

Dr.  Oldright,  of  the  Ontario  Board  of  Health,  read  a  paper  on 
''The  Influence  of  Sewerage  on  Health.''  This  was  followed  by 
a  very  full  and  interesting  discussion  of  the  sewerage  and  death- 
rate  of  Toronto,  participated  in  by  the  Mayor,  Dr.  Johnston,  of 
Chicago;  Mr.  E.  C.  Jordan,  Dr.  Devlin,  of  New  Orleans;  Dr. 
Oassidy,  of  the  Provincial  Board  of  Health ;  Dr.  Oanniff,  Dr. 
Ck>vernton,  Dr.  Benjamin  Lee,  and  was  closed  by  Dr.  Oldright 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  2:30  p.m. 

THE  BECEPTION. 

The  reception  in  the  evening  at  the  Normal  School  building 
was  a  brilliant  afiair.  President  Wilson,  of  Toronto  University, 
presided,  and  addresses  of  welcome  were  delivered  by  Dr.  C.  W. 
Covernton,  Hon.  A.  S.  Hardy,  and  the  Mayor. 

Dr.  Henry  P.  Walcott,  Chairman  of  the  Massachusetts  Board 
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of  Health  and  President  of  the  Association,  delivered  bis  annual 
address.  It  was  a  learned  and  exhaustive  disoourese  on  sanitary 
and  medical  science,  the  reqairements  of  the  health  authorities 
for  carrying  on  their  work,  the  progress  of  the  work  of  the  As- 
sociation, etc.  What  were  the  present  necessities  of  sanitary 
science;  when  were  they  to  be  provided  for?  State  aid  was  in- 
dispensable. The  meager  appropriations  of  money  for  the  public 
health  service  in  the  majority  of  States,  and  the  lack  of  a  better 
collection  of  vital  statistics,  showed  a  lack  of  primary  instruction 
in  hygiene,  and  gave  proof  of  the  indifference  that  would  be 
reflected  in  the  Legislatures.  He  viewed  with  satisfaction  the 
advances  made  in  State  medicine  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Walcott's  address,  the  audience  prom- 
enaded through  the  museum,  or  adjourned  to  an  adjoining  room, 
where  refreshments  were  served. 

The  band  of  the  Royal  Qrenadiers  was  present,  and  their 
music,  especially  American  national  airs,  added  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  entertainment. 

Second  Day's  Session. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  in  Shaftesbury  Hall,  at  10 
o'clock  A.M.,  Wednesday,  October  the  6th,  by  the  President,  Dr. 
Walcott.    Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Father  McCann. 

The  names  of  about  forty  gentlemen  were  reported  by  the  Sec- 
retary, and  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Executive  Committee 
they  were  elected  to  membership. 

Dr.  M.  C.  Van  Bibber  proposed  the  following  resolution : 

''  Since  it  has  been  proved  that  the  hydrated  oxide  of  methyl, 
or  alcohol,  is  not  a  food,  nor  necessary  to  the  support  of  human 
life,  but,  on  the  contrary,  that  its  habitual  use  tends  to  excess, 
and  that  its  effects  are  cumulative  and  injurious  to  the  intellect- 
ual, moral,  and  physical  advancement  of  man,  therefore  it  is 
proper  that  the  Association  should  declare  this  as  its  opinion; 
and  further,  be  it  resolved,  that  we  are  in  hearty  sympathy  with 
those  who  desire  to  have  its  excessive  manufacture  in  its  variously 
mixed  compounds  curtailed,  and  the  means  of  dispensing  it  broad- 
cast among  men  regulated  by  the  laws  of  different  nations.'' 
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The  resolation  was  referred^  according  to  rale^  to  the  Execa- 
tive  Cominittee  without  debate, 

A  paper  of  Dr.  Nathan  Allen,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  on  '^The  Be- 
latigns  Between  Sanitary  Science  and  the  Medical  Profession/' 
was  read  by  Dr.  Covernton. 

Dr.  Hewitt  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  State 
Boards  of  Health,  including  the  subject  of  ^'  inter-State  notifica- 
tion on  the  outbreak  of  small-pox,  cholera,  and  yellow  fever." 
The  committee  stated  that  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  Associ- 
ation had  been  submitted  to  the  National  Conference  of  State 
Boards  of  Health,  and,  after  discussion,  lost.  The  committee  re- 
ported that  the  following  resolutions,  forming  a  part  of  the  re- 
port, had  been  adopted : 

Whereas,  It  is  necessary  for  the  protection  and  preservation 
of  the  public  health  that  prompt  information  should  be  given  of 
the  existence  of  cholera,  yellow  fever  and  small-pox;  be  it 

Besolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Medical  Conference  of 
State  Boards  of  Health  that  it  is  the  duty  of  each  State,  Provin- 
cial, and  Local  Board  of  Health,  in  any  locality  in  which  said 
diseases  may  at  any  time  occur,  to  immediately  furnish  informa- 
tion of  the  existence  of  such  diseases  to  Boards  of  Health  of 
neighboring  and  provincial  States,  and  to  the  local  board  in  such 
States  as  have  no  State  Boards. 

2.  Reaolvedy  That  upon  rumor  or  report  of  the  existence  of 
pestilential  disease,  and  positive,  definite  information  thereon  not 
being  obtainable  from  the  proper  health  authori€ies,  the  Confer- 
ence recommend  that  the  health  ofiBcers  of  one  State  shall  be  jus- 
tified and  privileged  to  go  into  another  State  for  the  purpose  of 
investigating  and  establishing  the  truth  or  falsity  of  such  reports. 

3.  Resolved^  That  whenever  practicable,  the  investigations 
made  under  the  preceding  section  shall  be  done  with  the  co5per- 
ation  of  the  State  or  local  health  authorities. 

4.  Beaolvedy  That  any  case  which  presents  symptoms  seriously 
suspicious  of  one  of  the  aforenamed  diseases  shall  be  treated  as 
suspicious,  and  reported  as  provided  for  in  cases  announced  as 
actual. 

5.  Beiolved,  That  any  case  respecting  which  reputable  and  ex- 
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perienoed  physioians  disagree  as  to  whether  the  disease  is  or  is 
not  pestilential,  shall  be  reported  as  suspicious. 

6.  Reaolvedf  That  any  case  respecting  which  efforts  are  made 
to  conceal  its  existence^  full  history^  and  true  nature,  shall-  be 
deemed  suspicious,  and  so  acted  upon. 

7.  ReBolved,  That  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions,  the  Boards  of  Health  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada  represented  at  this  conference,  do  pledge  themselves 
to  an  interchange  of  information  as  herein  provided. 

Dr.  Bryce  explained  that  he  had  suggested  the  resolutions, 
which  had  been  perfected  by  the  committee.  He  remarked  that 
quarantine  regulations  at  the  St.  Lawrence  ports  had  been  per- 
fectly carried  out  by  Canada,  and  similar  regulations  were  wanted 
for  the  North  Atlantic  ports.  It  was  said  that  ships  were  per- 
mitted to  come  into  New  York  and  Boston  without  the  necessary 
quarantine  regulations  being  carried  out  in  regard  to  cabin  pas- 
sengers. If  New  York  and  Boston  did  not  carry  out  such  regu- 
lations in  regard  to  cabin  passengers,  Canada  would  not  do  so, 
because  the  St.  Lawrence  route  would  become  unpopular. 

Dr.  Holt,  of  New  Orleans,  pointed  out  the  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  State  notification  of  contagions  diseases.  Railways,  steam- 
ships, and  merchants  were  opposed  to  it  because  it  interfered  with 
their  pecuniary  interests.  Thousands  of  lives  were  thus  sacri- 
ficed to  commercial  selfishness.  It  was  necessary  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  States  should  meet  together  and  agree  upon  a 
course  of  action.  The  North  Atlantic  sea-ports  had  escaped  the 
necessity  of  having  forced  upon  them  these  momentous  issues, 
but  the  Gulf  States  had  not  been  so  fortunate  on  account  of  the 
regular  occurrence  of  yellow  fever.  They  had  been  compelled 
to  act  together,  and  had  met  in  close  alliance  through  a  confer- 
ence of  the  Boards  of  Health  of  the  Gulf  States  and  Tennessee. 
The  various  representatives  pledged  that  immediately  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  single  case,  or  a  suspected  case,  of  yellow  fever, 
they  would  give  telegraphic  notice  to  the  other  State  Boards.  In 
three  weeks  after  this  meeting  a  suspected  case  was  discovered  in 
Louisiana,  and  its  Board  of  Health,  despite  the  protests  of  mer- 
chants, railway  men,  and  others,  faithfully  carried  out  its  pledge 
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by  sendinis  notifications  to  the  other  boards.  [Appbmae.]  The 
system  had  been  attended  with  moat  beneficial  resnlts.  Distriots 
in  which  the  fever  had  appeared  had  been  isolated  and  corraled, 
and  the  disease  stamped  out. 

Dr.  Ranch  moved  '^  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Association 
that  in  all  cases  passengers  arriving  from  Europe,  cabin  passen- 
gers or  not,  should  be  examined  to  see  that  they  have  the  neces- 
sary vaccine  protection^  even  if  a  case  of  small-pox  had  not  oc- 
curred on  the  voyage/* 

Dr.  Wight,  of  Detroit^  thought  the  municipal  authorities  of 
each  locality  should  supply  the  press  with  notices  of  fevers,  etc., 
occurring. 

The  resolutions  of  the  report  and  the  above  motion  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Advisory  Council. 

An  invitation  from  Alderman  Walker  to  inspect  the  water- 
works on  Friday  afbernoon  was  accepted  by  the  Association, 
which  then  adjourned  until  evening. 

EYENINQ  SESSION. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  Dr. 
Walcott,  at  8  p.m.     Prayer  was  oflered  by  Rev.  Dr.  Nelles. 

Dr.  David  Prince,  of  Jacksonville,  III.,  read  a  paper  on  ''An 
Experimental  Study  in  Relation  to  the  Removal  from  the  Air  of 
the  Dust  or  Particulative  Material  Supposed  to  Produce  Yellow 
Fever,  Small-pox,  Cholera,  and  Other  Infectious  Diseases.'' 
The  writer  submitted  a  scheme  based  upon  this  principle  for 
sterilizing  the  air  which  enters  a  room  for  protection  against  in- 
fection, and  one  for  sterilizing  the  air  escaping  from  a  patient 
afflicted  with  small-pox  or  other  infectious  disease,  his  principle 
being  based  on  the  observations  of  Prof.  John  Tyndall,  published 
in  the  Popular  Science  Monthly  for  February  and  March,  1878. 

Dr.  G.  B.  Thornton,  of  Memphis,  Tenn,  read  a  paper  on  ''  Six 
Years  of  Sanitary  Work  in  Memphis.''  He  gave  a  most  inter- 
esting account  of  the  reforms  in  sewerage,  drainage,  water  sup- 
ply, and  removal  of  garbage  in  Memphis  carried  out  during  the 
last  few  years,  resulting  in  a  marked  decrease  in  mortality  and 
diminished  violence  of  epidemic  visitations.     Additional  infor- 
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mation  was  given  by  Col.  Qeo.  Waring,  the  originator  of  the 
present  very  effective  Mystem  of  sewerage  and  drainage,  and  by 
Hon,  D.  P.  Hadden,  President  of  the  Taxing  District  of  Shelby 
County,  and  member  of  the  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health. 

Dr.  A.  N.  Bell,  of  New  York,  presented  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Disinfection  of  Rags,  He  showed  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  in  that  the  value  rags  of  imported  last  year  amounted 
to  1519,495.  He  adduced  numerous  instances  of  cholera  and 
small-poz  introduced  by  imported  clothing  and  rags ;  referring 
to  instances  where  cholera  was  carried  from  the  United  States  to 
Germany  in  a  trunk  of  clothes ;  where  small-pox  and  cholera  had 
been  communicated  by  handling  rags;  and  where  the  hands  at 
rag  mills  in  England  had  been  infected  with  diseases  of  a  simi- 
lar nature.  Attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  as  every  Euro- 
pean center  was  troubled  with  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  the 
danger  of  spreading  these  diseases  by  infected  rags  was  very 
great. 

The  paper  was  actively  discussed  by  Col.  Waring,  Drs.  Dev- 
ron,  McCormack,  Durgin,  Holt,  Utterson,  Abbott,  Hewitt,  and 
was  closed  by  Dr.  Bell. 

The  Association  then  adjourned,  it  being  near  midnight. 

Third  Day^s  Session. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  at  10  a.m.,  Thursday,  Oct. 
7th,  by  the  President.  Prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  D.  J.  McDow- 
ell. The  Executive  Committee  recommended  for  election  to 
membership  a\>out  a  dozen  gentlemen  whose  names  had  not  been 
previously  acted  on.    They  were  elected. 

Dr.  Gihon  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  seconded  by  Dr. 
McCormack,  tendering  the  sympathies  of  the  Association  to  an 
esteemed  fellow-member,  Dr.  Thos.  F.  Wood,  of  Wilmington, 
N.  C.^  and  expressing  regret  at  bis  absence  on  account  of  illness 
— a  worthy  tribute  to  a  most  worthy  sanitarian.  Adopted  by  a 
standing  vote. 

Dr.  Playter  submitted  the  following  resolution :  "That  in 
view  of  preserving,  so  far  as  possible,  the  inland  waters  of  this 
continent  in  a  state  of  purity,  and  also  of  the  imperfect  and  un- 
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satisfkctory  state  of  public  knowledge  in  relation  to  the  effects  of 
pouring  sewage  into  waters  in  the  proximity  of  public  water  sap- 
pliesy  there  be  appointed  a  special  committee  of  this  Association, 
who  shall  be  requested  to  consider  the  question  of  water  polla- 
tion  by  sewage,  and  report  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association, 
with  the  object  of  mitigating  the  evils  of,  and  eventually  pre^ 
venting,  the  present  common  practice  of  pouring  sewage,  espe- 
cially in  its  pure  state,  into  the  nearest  stream  or  body  of  water." 

Dr.  Gihon  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  shall  be  appointed  on  the 
purity  of  the  water  supply. 

Both  were  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

Considerable  time  was  then  devoted  to  hearing  reports  from 
the  representatives  of  State  Boards  of  Health.  The  reports 
showed  that  on  the  whole  sanitary  reform  is  making  marked 
progress.  In  many  of  the  States  most  desirable  legislation  for 
the  preservation  of  the  public  health  had  been  secured. 

Dr.  D.  E.  Salmon,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Recent  Progress  in  the  Investigation  of  Hog  Cholera.'*  He 
suggested  the  question  of  using  a  sterilised  culture  fluid,  and  so 
impregnating  the  fluids  and  tissues  of  hogs  as  to  render  them  ab- 
solutely protected  against  the  bacteria  of  this  disease. 

Dr.  Sternberg,  Chairmau  of  the  Committee  on  Disinfectants, 
stated  that  the  committee  had  been  unable  to  meet  during  the 
year,  and  that  he  himself  had  been  unable  to  conduct  any  legiti- 
mate investigations.  , 

Dr.  Geo.  H.  Rohe,  of  Baltimore,  submitted  reports  of  experi- 
ments made  by  the  committee  in  disinfecting  by  heat.  The  use  of 
superheated  steam  was  found  most  efficacious  in  destroying  conta- 
gious matter. 

Dr.  Holt,  of  Louisiana,  exhibited  a  model  of  an  apparatus  used 
in  disinfecting  baggage  from  vessels  in  quarantine  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  until  8  p.m. 

NIGHT  SESSION. 

The  Association  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  and  the 
proceedings  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  E.  A  Stafford. 
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The  committees  appointed  to  award  the  Lombe  prizes  reported 
that  the  papers  and  plans  sent  in  by  the  several  competitors  were 
of  so  poor  a  class  that  they  could  not  conscientiously  award  the 
prizes  so  generously  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Association. 

Dr.  P.  H.  Bryce,  of  Toronto,  read  a  paper  on  "  Decomposition 
of  Albuminoid  Substances,  and  Some  Sanitary  Problems  Con- 
nected Therewith.^' 

Dr.  J.  T.  Reeve  read  a  paper  by  Dr.  Geo.  Baird,  of  Wheeling, 
W,  Va.,  on  "Sanitation  in  Street  Paving." 

Mr.  William  Russell,  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Department  of 
Glasgow,  Scotland,  made  some  general  remarks  in  connection 
with  sanitation.  He  concluded  by  saying  that  he  had  listened 
to  the  different  papers  with  pleasure  and  profit,  and  would  carry 
back  to  his  native  land  pleasant  recollections  of  his  visit  to  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  American  Public  Health  Association. 

Mr.  A.  Blue,  of  Toronto,  read  an  interesting  paper  on  "Food 
in  its  Relation  to  the  Distribution  of  Wealth." 

Dr.  C.  W.  Covernton  read  a  most  excellent  paper  written  by 
Dr.  H.  P.  Yeomans,  of  the  Ontario  Board  of  Health,  on  "  The 
Best  Methods  and  Apparatus  Necessary  for  Teaching  Hygiene  in 
the  Public  Schools,  as  well  as  the  Means  for  Securing  Uniformity 
of  such  Instruction." 

Hon.  D.  P.  Hadden,  of  Memphis,  in  appropriate  terras,  ex- 
tended an  invitation  for  the  Association  to  hold  its  next  annual 
meeting  in  Memphis.    Accepted. 

The  Association  then  adjourned  until  Friday  morning. 

Fourth  Day's  Session. 

The  closing  session  of  the  Association  was  called  to  order  by 
the  President,  Friday,  Oct.  8th,  at  10  a.m. 

The  Advisory  Council  reported  resolutions  on  several  ques- 
tions that  had  been  previously  referred  to  it. 

The  following  was  adopted  by  the  Association  : 

Whereas,  It  is  apparent  that  there  is  a  diversity  of  usage  at 
the  different  ports  of  arrival  as  to  the  examination  for  vaccinal 
protection  of  cabin  passengers,  said  protection  being  required 
2sP 
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withiD  a  beven  years'  limit  in  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  and  not  at 
all  under  ordinary  circumstances  at  United  States  ports ;  and, 

Whereas,  It  is  desirable  that  uniformity  of  action  should  be 
attained  in  this  matter  at  all  ports  along  the  sea-board ;  be  it 

Eeaolvedf  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Association  that  the 
examination  as  to  protection  by  vaccination  of  all  passengers  ar- 
riving from  Europe,  cabin  passengers  as  well  as  others,  should 
be  ezertfld  at  all  times  and  in  all  cases,  even  if  no  case  of  small- 
pox has  occurred  during  the  voyage. 

A  resolution  to  the  effect  that  imported  rags  were  to  be  re- 
garded as  capable  of  conveying  infectious  diseases,  and  recom- 
mending that  they  should  be  disinfected  before  being  allowed  to 
enter  the  United  Stales  or  Canada,  was  passed. 

An  amendment  to  the  resolution  was  also  adopted  providing 
that  with  the  present  state  of  knowledge,  and  as  to  the  thorough 
state  of  the  disinfection  of  rags  that  might  be  obtained  by  dif- 
ferent methods,  the  disinfection  of  the  exterior  only  of  bales  at 
the  quarantine  stations  be  demanded,  and  that  the  contents  of  the 
bales  be  disinfected  at  the  factories  or  paper  mills  where  they  are 
taken. 

The  election  of  officers,  as  recommended  by  the  Executive 
Committee,  was  as  follows :  Maj.  George  M.  Sternberg,  M.D., 
U.  8.  A.,  for  President ;  Charles  M.  Hewitt,  M.D.,  Red  Wing, 
Minn.,  and  Prof.  C.  A.  Lindsley,  New  Haven,  Conn.,  Vice- 
Presidents;  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  Treasurer;  Dr.  Irving  A.  Watson,  of  Concord,  N.  H., 
Secretary  ;  Col.  D.  P.  Hadden,  of  Memphis,  Member  of  the  Ad- 
visory Council  for  Tennessee. 

With  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  people  of  Toronto  for  the  warm 
reception  accorded  the  visiting  delegates,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
the  President,  Dr.  Walcott,  the  Association  adjourned  Hne  die. 
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j^arres^andBme. 


AN  OPEN   LETTER— LEGISLATION   FOR   PROTEC- 
TION OF  MEDICINE. 


East  Tennessee  Hospital  fob  Insane, 
Near  Knoxville,  Oct  20,  1886. 

To  the  Legislative  OommUtee  of  tiie  Medical  Society  of  the  Stale  of 

Tennessee : 

Qentlemen: — Year  circular  letter  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
posed efforts  to  secure  medical  legislation  in  Tennessee  has  been 
carefully  read,  and  heartily  endorsed.  You  will,  I  am  sure,  ex- 
cuse me  for  writing  this  as  an  open  letter  when  you  consider  how 
much  I  have  had  to  do  with  previous  attempts  of  the  kind  in  the 
St^te,  and  my  having  served  six  years  as  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
and  therefore  being  familiar  with  its  plans  and  methods. 

The  Committee  of  the  Society  in  1885  requested  me  to  act  for 
them^  which  I  did  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  This  ras  with  the 
Legislature  of  1885.  In  1883  I  urged  such  a  bill  on  my  own 
responsibility  also.  This  has  given  me  intimate  experience  with 
two  Legislatures  and  accurate  knowledge  of  such  undertakings. 

In  1883  there  was  little  hope  of  success.  What  little  there  was 
was  nullified  by  the  opposition  of  members  of  the  profession. 
In  1885  the  bill  could  and  would  have  passed  if  it  had  not  been 
defeated  by  members  of  the  profession.  Public  sentiment,  the 
people,  press,  everybody  favored  it  but  "  we  onrselves.^^ 

That  Tennessee  is  the  refuge  for  charalatans  from  other  States 
your  circular  avers.  That  we  are  in  the  woods  on  this  question 
yet  is  due  to  our  own  preference.  I  speak  from  behind  the  scenes, 
and  know  that  what  I  say  is  true.  The  bill  as  finally  amended 
and  agreed  upon  (page  36,  Transactions,  1885),  and  as  carefully 
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freed  from  legal  errors  by  the  Hon.  Ernest  Coldwell,  of  Shelby- 
ville,  is  as  near  perfect  a  bill  as  we  can  hope  for  as  a  beginning. 
It  would  have  passed  the  Senate  by  a  three-fourths  vote,  the  com- 
mittee being  unamiously  in  favor  of  it.  The  committee  in  the 
House  voted  for  it,  and  it  had  a  fair  chance  of  passing  on  a  recon- 
sideration. It  failed  on  the  first  vote  only  for  the  lack  of  a  con- 
stitutional majority.  A  half-dozen  of  our  profession  rushed  up 
to  the  Capitol  clamoring  for  its  defeat,  and  carried  the  day ;  a 
mill-dam  bill  being  called  up  instead  so  as  to  put  off  a  vote, 
therefore  it  never  came  to  a  final  test  vote.  I  give  you  the  history, 
gentlemen,  as  you  can  know  what  you  have  to  meet  when  your 
bill  comes  up.  Open  opposition  of  a  few  who  have  the  ooarage 
of  their  convictions,  opposition  stronger  and  more  effective  from 
those  opposed,  but  who  act  sub  rosa — a  hint  on  the  street  comer, 
a  word  after  dinner,  the  member  is  thrown  off  the  track  and 
strays  off.  This  opposition  is  from  somo  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  profession  in  the  State,  high  in  our  councils,  and  professors 
in  our  schools.  This  latter  opposition  you  cannot  avoid ;  you 
cannot  reason  with  it.  Those  who  know  in  their  hearts  how 
urgent  is  the  need,  who  see  incompetency,  ignorance,  and  stupid- 
ity turned  out  upon  the  helpless  people,  who  see  the  need  of  it 
and  yet  oppose  it— can  we  do  any  thing  with  them  ?  Yes,  gentle- 
men, we  can.  We  can  make  it  understood  that  there  is  only  one 
right  and  one  wrong,  and  that  a  man  should  say  where  he  stands 
on  such  a  greet  question.  Sending  out  petitions  for  the  people  to 
sign  is  foolishness ;  writing  letters  to  doctors  all  over  the  State  is 
foolishness;  oU  is  foolishness  unless  the  members  of  the  Society 
who  say  nothing  in  opposition  in  the  Society  can  be  held  to  their 
allegience  to  the  profession  and  be  made  to  do  their  duty  or  show 
where  they  stand  openly  and  bravely. 

One  other  serious  obstacle  is  the  opposition  of  our  Stat«  Board 
of  Health  to  any  such  legislation.  1  do  not  mean  to  say  it  act- 
ually opposes,  but  it  has  not  tried  to  aid,  and  with  its  principal 
officers  opposed  and  the  other  members  silent,  it  amounts  to  op- 
position. I  believe  firmly  that  if  any  thing  is  ever  to  be  accom- 
plished in  this  matter  it  must  be  by  and  through  the  State  Board 
of  Health.     It  is  or  should  be  the  central  power  in  all  such  mat- 
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ters,  and  should  bear  the  responsibility  of  the  enactment  and  ex- 
ecution of  such  a  law.  My  experience  of  two  years  as  Secretary 
and  executive  officer  of  the  Board  taught  me  that  without  we 
know  who  and  what  constitutes  under  the  law  a  physician,  vital 
statistics  would  be  a  farce  and  a  sham.  The  excellent  law  that 
failed  of  execution  and  was  then  repealed  in  disgrace  failed  for 
this  cause.  The  attempts  toward  medical  society  organization, 
the  failure  of  most  of  the  undertakings  of  the  Board  and  of  the 
Society  was  from  this  cause. 

The  Board  has  done  great  and  valuable  services.  It  has,  since 
its  organization  in  1877,  repaid  the  State  a  thousand  fold  for 
every  dollar  it  has  expended.  It  does  good  every  day,  and  will 
continue  to  do  so;  but  its  policy  is  radically  and  fatally  wrong 
here.  Itxan  find  no  way  in  which  it  can  protect  the  health  and 
lives  |of  our  people  so  effectually  as  by  suppressing  ignorance 
and  fraud  in  the  profession  and  protecting  people  against  it.  No 
scientific  essay  it  can  publish,  no  epidemic  it  can  suppress  with 
its  skillful  hand,  no  lesson  of  truth  that  it  can  teach  the  people, 
can  approach  the  good  it  can  do  here.  The  regulation  of  the 
practice  of  medicine  should  be  its  highest,  best,  and  first  work. 
Without  it,  it  will  fail  in  the  time  of  danger  and  its  most  im- 
portant acts  be  nullified  by  lack  of  law,  lack  of  system.  I  de- 
sire to  have  this  remembered,  for  I  will  quote  it  again  from  year 
to  year  exemplified  as  it  was  in  the  failure  of  the  Vital 
Statistics  act.  I  seriously  suggest  to  your  committee  to  address  a 
memorial  to  the  Board  on  this  question,  and  ask  that  they  define 
their  policy  on  the  issue.  Unless  the  Board  aids  you  heartily 
you  will  fail.  Unless  it  does  aid  you,  and  unless  it  adopts  the 
measure,  no  further  advance  can  be  made  in  Tennessee  in  sani- 
tary or  medical  progreea 

The  resident  profession  in  Nashville,  as  such,  is  too  much  di- 
vided and  there  is  too  much  local  jealousy  to  expect  aid  there. 
It  must  come  from  the  profession  over  the  State  generally  and 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  or  you  do  not  get  it  at  all.  I  do  not 
desire  to  dampen  your  ardor,  but  I  want  to  save  you  unnecessary 
steps.  What  I  write  you,  you  may  bo  sure  comes  from  the  con- 
viction of  actual  experience  on  the  ground.     Your  committee 
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mast  expect  opposition  in  the  professions-open  and  honest,  also 
covert  and  bitter.  Pompous  professors  with  a  large  practioe — 
and  a  steadily  growing  class — will  laagh  at  the  whole  hnsinessas 
not  worth  notice.  The  non-graduate  will  imagine  yon  are  after 
bim^  and  will  howl  about  persecution.  The  general  grumbler 
will  weep  about  *'  class  legislation/^  and  the  spread-eagle  doctor, 
who  wants  to  get  into  politics,  will  rend  the  air  as  he  wails  over 
the  danger  to  the  right  of  the  people  to  do  as  they  please.  The 
farmer,  with  his  fences  all  down  and  his  doctor's  bill  unpaid,  will 
urge  his  member  to  ''  go  agin'  that  fool  bill,''  thinking,  perhaps, 
it  will  arrange  some  fearful  plan  to  force  him  to  pay  that  bill. 
In.  the  meantime,  gentlemen,  the  State  Board  of  Health  yearns 
for  its  dead  child — the  Vital  Statistics  act ;  the  State  Medical 
Society  will  {still  appoint  committees;  the  professor  will  lecture 
to  larger  and  larger  classes  and  be  still  better  satisfied  ;  the  Leg- 
islature will  still  be  pulled  from  pillar  to  post,  and  ''  wonder  what 
it  is  all  about  anyhow."  But  what  becomes  of  the  people? 
Poisoned,  maltreated,  lied  to  by  knaves,  murdered  by  ignorance, 
robbed  by  charlatans,  tortured  by  greed  and  vice — ^and  shall  we 
not  still  maintain  that  the  law  should  protect  them  ?  Not  us ; 
we  do  not  need  it.  Shall  we  not  still  urge  that  no  man  shall  be 
allowed  to  undertake  cuch  awful  responsibilities  without  being 
made  to  give  evidence  of  at  least  a  certain  minimum  amount  of 
information  ?  Shall  we  still  gather  in  the  failures  from  other 
States  whose  laws  drive  them  out  as  if  they  were  wolves! 

Grentlemen  of  the  committee,  yours  is  a  high  duty.  Gk>d  grant 
you  wisdom  and  strength  to  triumph.  That  the  State  health  au- 
thorities do  this  work  in  States  where  such  legislation  has  suc- 
ceeded best  your  circular  shows.  The  bill  I  refer  to  (1885)  pro- 
vides for  a  commission.  This  was  so  arranged,  as  I  did  not  be- 
lieve the  Board  would  undertake  it.  It  is  not  wise  to  attempt 
too  much  in  the  first  law;  it  should  be  mainly  prospective  in  its 
action.  During  the  years  I  was  studying  and  working  in  this 
matter,  I  had  extensive  correspondence  with  those  who  executed 
the  laws  in  other  States,  and  their  unanimous  advice  was :  **  Ck>m- 
menee  low  and  build  up.  Do  not  interfere  with  the  practition- 
ers who  are  now  at  work,  and  make  no  distinction  as  to  creed  or 
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aohool;  at  the  same  time  require  a  strict  and  aniversal  registra- 
tion of  all  practitionersi  not  to  include  midwives  who  practice 
simply  as  such.^'  The  bill^  as  printed  in  the  Transactions  of 
1885,  page  36,  was  the  result  of  a  careful  study  of  all  the  laws 
in  existence  at  the  time,  after  getting  the  views  of  those  expe- 
rienced in  executing  said  laws.  Its  provisions  are  not  hard  on 
any  one  and  look  mainly  to  the  future.  As  before  stated,  it  was 
unanimously  agreed  to  by  the  Senate  Committee,  and  was  recom- 
mended by  the  House  Committee  with  ouly  one  negative  vote.  The 
House  Committee  held  meeting  after  meeting,  and  the  bill  was 
studied  word  by  word,  and  every  flaw  eliminated  and  every  point 
carefully  digested.  If  you  can  induce  the  Board  to  introduce  and 
urge  such  a  bill,  it  may  pass  the  next  Legislature  if  supported 
in  the  manner  herein  advised. 

I  hope,  gentlemen,  you  will  pardon  the  length  of  this  letter 
and  its  being  published ;  but  I  deem  it  best  that  the  profession 
at  large  should  know  the  recent  history  of  this  work  and  the 
true  inwardness  of  its  failure  in  the  past,  and  the  fact  that  the 
failure  is  due  to  the  profession  itself. 

Wishing  you  success,  I  am,  very  truly  yours, 

C.  C.  FiTE. 


Sehqtian^. 


Phytolacca  Decandra  in  the  Treatment  op  Bron- 
CHOCELE. — Of  course  it  is  taken  for  granted  that  notice  of  any 
a^ent  that  is  superior  to  iodine,  biniodide  of  mercury,  and  other 
time-honored  and  much-used  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  bron- 
chocele,  and  especially  one  that  is  free  from  the  deleterious  effect — 
such  as  iodism,  derangement  of  the  stomach,  etc. — as  frequently 
noticed  and  regretted  of  them,  will  be  received  by  the  profession 
with  interest  and  profit. 

Therefore  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  offer  a  few  facts  in  regard 
to  Phytolacca  decandra,  which,  I  believe,  is  as  near  a  specific  for 
that  troublesome  disease  as  we  have  for  any  other. 
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In  doing  so  I  wish  it  understood  that  I  have  tested  thoroughlj 
about  all  the  remedies  recommended  by  leading  authors,  and  after 
comparing  the  effects  and  results  of  phytolacca  with  them,  much 
prefer  it.  It  has  been  a  favorite  remedy  with  my  father  more 
than  twenty  years  in  the  treatment  of  all  glandular  diseases.  It 
has  never  failed  in  his  hands  to  cure  all  oases  of  bronchooele 
curable  by  any  means  upon  which  he  has  used  it,  and  he  has,  be- 
cause of  his  success,  had  more  than  the  usual  number  to  treat. 

Before  giving  the  report  of  a  case  illustrating  its  use,  which  I 
select  from  a  number  I  have  treated  successfully  during  the  past 
two  years,  it  is  important  to  note  that  much  of  the  tincture  and 
fluid  extract  of  phytolacca  on  the  market  is  worthless,  and  I  have, 
from  necessity  rather  than  choice,  prepared  most  of  the  tincture 
which  I  have  used.  I  would  advise  those  who  have  given  phy- 
tolacca a  trial  and  condemned  it,  and  any  who  may  try  it  and  not 
get  satisfactory  results  from  the  article  purchased,  to  prepare  their 
own  tincture. 

The  following  method  has  always  given  us  a  reliable  and  satis- 
isictory  article;  but  before  it  I  may  note,  for  the  benefit  of  those 
not  acquainted  with  phytolacca,  that  it  grows  in  abundance  in 
nearly  all  parts  of  this  State,  and  is  known  to  most  farmers  by 
ils  common  name,  "  poke  root."  Procure  the  fresh  roots,  and, 
after  washing  them  clean,  slice  and  put  to  dry  where  they  will 
get  the  sun  till  the  water  is  as  nearly  dried  out  as  is  possible, 
then  pack  in  a  percolator — a  fruit  jar  will  answer — and  cover 
with  absolute  alcohol,  full  strength.  It  is  probable  that  many 
manufacturers  of  it  do  not  get  a  good  article  because  they  use 
old,  dry  roots,  and  diluted  alcohol  as  the  menstruum.  Let  it 
stand  at  least  fifteen  days,  press  out,  filter,  and  it  is  ready  for  use. 
Dose,  from  three  to  ten  drops. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  acts  slowly,  and  is  designed 
to  in  the  doses  recommended,  as  experience  has  proven  that  in  so 
using  it  the  specific  alterative  effect  desired  is  more  safely  and 
satisfactorily  obtained.  Recent  cases  yield  readily  to  the  remedy, 
and  are  cured  in  from  one  to  three  months.  Difficult  cases  of 
long  standing,  of  which  the  following  is  a  sample,  will  need 
treatment  for  a  year  or  more. 
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Liszie  M.,  aged  sixteen  years,  consulted  me  June  17,  1886,  for 
treatment  of  a  bronchooele,  the  first  appearance  of  which  was 
noticed  eight  years  previous.  On  examination,  I  found  both 
glands  and  the  isthmus  involved,  and  so  great  was  the  enlarge- 
ment that  the  circumference  of  the  neck  measured  nineteen  and 
one-fourth  inches. 

It  was  more  uniform  than  generally  seen,  was  very  hard,  and 
so  tightly  filled  the  skin  that  it  could  not  be  moved.  Pressure 
upon  the  laryngeal  nerve  was  so  great  that  the  patient  wheezed 
as  if  sufiering  from  asthma,  and  could  not  walk  rapidly  because 
o^the  interference  with  respiration. 

She  presented  the  characteristic  appearance  peculiar  to  scrofu- 
lous diseases,  and  there  was  history  of  similar  troubles  among 
the  relatives.  Bowels  were  regular,  kidneys  all  right,  and  men- 
struation, which  had  been  properly  established  at  thirteen  years 
of  age,  was  regular,  and  had  always  been  so.  I  may  add  here 
that  the  menstrual  irregularity,  mentioned  by  some  authors  as 
always  to  be  noticed  in  these  cases,  has  not  been  found  by  me 
to  exist  in  any  I  have  treated,  and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  common, 
or  that  the  disease  is  in  any  way  connected  with  disease  of  the 
reproductive  organs,  as  claimed  by  some.  Recognizing  this  as  a 
most  difficult  case,  my  prognosis  was  unfavorable;  but  the  pa- 
tient being  anxious  to  try  treatment,  I  consented  to  give  it,  and 
prescribed  the  following,  which  was  u^ed  for  about  one  year,  and 
with  success : 

R.     Tinct.  phytolac.  decand .J  ss. 

Syrup,  simplicis S  iijss. 

M.     Sig. — One  teaspoon ful  in  water  3  or  4  times  a  day. 

Also— 

R.     Ferri  dialyzati aa  i  i. 

Glycerini  puris 

Syrup,  simplicis MS  iss. 

M.     Sig. — One  teaspoonful  in  water  after  each  meal. 

Ordered  applications  of  the  tincture  to  the  glands  night  and 
morning,  to  be  diluted  with  pure  rain  water  if  it  caused  much 
irritation — as  it  will  sometimes — and,  if  necessary,  to  disoon- 
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tinue  it  for  a  few  dayS;  and  to  take  plenty  of  outdoor  exerciae. 
The  only  change  noticed  the  first  two  months  was  that  the  glands 
had  softened  slightly.  After  that  they  decreased  in  size  qaite 
rapidly,  and  the  improvement  was  marked  in  every  respect,  con- 
tinuing till  the  neck  became  normal  in  size,  the  difficulty  of 
breathing  disappeared,  and  the  patient  considered  herself  cured 
one  year  after  beginning  treatment.  She  continued  the  applica- 
tion and  tonic  for  a  short  time  longer,  at  my  request,  however, 
to  make  ''assurance  doubly  sure''  and  to  prevent  any  recurrence 
—a  plan  which  I  have  always  considered  good,  and  recommend. 

I  have  under  observation  patients  who  were  treated  With 
Phytolacca  successfully  eleven  years  ago,  and  so  far  the  cures 
are  permanent.  In  one  case  only  has  there  been  any  return  of 
the  trouble,  and  that  was  due  to  the  patient  considering  herself 
cured  and  stopping  treatment  too  early. 

It  is  very  important,  I  think,  to  always  use  a  tcnic  when  giv- 
ing an  alterative,  and  I  never  omit  it.  I  have,  in  a  few  instances 
where  there  was  difficulty  in  getting  the  patient  to  take  the  sep- 
arate prescriptions  regularly  for  a  long  time,  combined  the  Phy- 
tolacca with  the  prescription  containing  the  dialyzed  iron,  ap- 
parently with  as  good  results,  but  prefer  to  give  them  singly, 
and  generally  do. — /.  2>.  Ely,  M.D.,  in  Medical  Age. 


The  International  Medioal  Conobess.  —  The  success 
of  the  International  Congress,  which  is  to  be  held  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  next  year,  can  no  longer  be  questioned.  Reports 
from  physicians  who  have  been  abroad  this  last  summer  warrant 
the  confident  expectation  that  large  delegations  of  eminent  phy- 
sicians from  the  various  European  countries  are  already  laying 
their  plans  to  attend  the  Congress. 

The  diffSBrences  which  arose  between  some  of  the  most  prom- 
inent members  of  the  profession  in  our  own  country,  and  which| 
for  a  time,  threatened  to  render  the  meeting  an  entire  failure, 
have  been  to  some  degree  adjusted,  and  to  some  degree  subordi- 
nated to  a  recognition  of  the  paramount  importance  of  the  gen- 
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eral  iDterests  of  the  profession  at  large  over  the  personal  dignity 
of  the  individaal. 

The  officers  who  have  been  selected  for  carrying  oat  the  ar- 
rangements are  men  of  ability  and  energy,  who  will  spare  no 
effort  to  make  the  occasion  one  of  profitable  enjoyment  to  the 
many  guests  who  are  expecled  from  abroad,  as  well  as  to  the 
much  greater  number  from  all  over  our  own  country  who  will 
crowd  to  the  national  capital  for  the  sake  of  meeting  and  hear- 
ing the  ablest  representatives  of  medicine  and  surgery  from 
beyond  the  ocean. 

We  anticipate  very  much  of  profit  to  our  own  country  from 
the  results  of  this  meeting.  It  will  bring  the  profession  here 
into  relations  of  personal  friendship  and  intimacy  with  that  of 
the  old  world  as  a  result  of  the  visit  to  us  of  so  many  of  their 
leaders,  which  would  never  be  reached  so  long  as  the  visiting 
was  done  solely  by  Americans. 

Americans  have  been  honored  guests  at  the  meetings  of  the 
International  Congress  held  in  various  European  centers,  and 
now  the  opportunity  is  afforded  us  to  honor  ourselves  more 
highly  in  doing  honor,  as  becomes  our  nation,  to  the  representa- 
tive men  of  the  profession  throughout  Europe. 

Let  us  all  unite  to  make  this  meeting  of  the  International 
Medical  Congress  the  best  possible  success  by  burying  all  feelings 
of  personal  pique  or  slight,  or  even  of  injury,  and  showiog  to 
the  world  that  the  profession  of  the  United  States  is  heartily  one 
in  welcoming  our  friends  from  abroad. 

Let  our  best  men  attend,  and  carry  with  them  the  evidence  of 
their  interest  in  papers  giving  the  well-digested  results  of  their 
experience.  So  shall  we  do  the  highest  honor  to  our  guests  in 
treating  them  to  the  choicest  results  of  our  labors,  and  at  the 
same  time  elevate  the  standard  of  professional  work  here. — St. 
Louis  Ckmrier  of  Medicine, 


Ok  Igdol,  the  New  Antiseptic. — Two  recently-published 
papers  on  lodol,  one  by  G.  Schmidt  ("Das  lodol,  ein  neues 
Antisepticum,'^  Berliner  Klinische  Woehenachrift,  1886,  No.  4), 
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and  the  other  by  Fr.  Pahl  (Untersuchungen  uber  lodol^  IHa8., 
Berlin,  1886),  disclose  some  additional  facts  in  reference  to  this 
new  antiseptic  agent.  Schmidt  employed  iodol  at  the  oniveraity 
clinics  of  Heidelberg  in  the  following  forms:  1.  As  a  powder, 
applied  to  the  wound  like  iodoform;  over  it  a  compress  of 
argillaceous  earth  is  fixed.  The  iodol  formed  no  scab  with  the 
secretion,  the  secretion  itself  was  odorless,  the  granulations 
abundant,  and  the  healing  of  necrotic  ulceration-surfaces  satis- 
factory. 2.  As  a  solution,  1 :  16  alcohol  +  34  glycerine,  intended 
for  tampons  in  carcinomata  of  the  uterus  and  rectum,  also  for 
injections  in  fistulas  and  ulcerative  cavities.     3.  As  iodol  gauze. 

Schmidt  expresses  himself  thoroughly  contented  with  the  re- 
sults obtained  with  these  various  modes  of  iodol  application,  and 
lays  particular  stress  upon  the  absence  of  all  intoxication  phe- 
nomena in  the  use  of  the  new  antiseptic.  He  believes,  however, 
that  the  granulations  obtained  from  the  use  of  iodoform  are  more 
luxuriant  than  those  appearing  after  the  employment  of  iodol. 

Pahl,  who  conducted  his  researches  on  iodol  in  the  Phar- 
macological Institute  at  Berlin,  commends,  likewise,  the  use  of 
iodol,  especially  in  view  of  its  ^'  comparatively  slight  toxic  quali- 
ties.''  His  experiments  made  with  iodol  on  various  animals  in- 
vite our  particular  interest.  If  large  doses  are  given  to  animals, 
Pahl  says,  the  animals  grow  emaciated,  and  ultimately  perish 
through  general  weakness.  The  post-mortem  examination  re- 
veals invariably  fatty  degeneration,  especially  of  the  liver  and 
kidneys.  Iodol  is  almost  totally  decomposed  in  the  organism, 
and  is  eliminated  as  an  iodine  alkali  through  the  urine.  Pure 
iodine  never  appears  in  the  urine  after  tlie  use  of  iodol. — Thera- 
peutic Oazette. 


The  Genesis  op  Atoms. — At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Brit- 
ish Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science,  Prof.  William 
Crookes  read  a  notable  essay  upon  the  genesis  of  matter. 

Accepting  the  views  of  the  most  advanced  thinkers,  that  atoms 
of  matter  represent  only  equilibria  or  balances  of  forces,  he  as- 
sumes that  at  the  first  formation  of  all  stellar  bodies  the  heat  was 
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80  intense  as  to  decompose  all  matter  into  forms  more  tenuous 
than  the  atoms  of  any  known  substance.  As  soon  as  any  such 
given  mass  cooled  sufficiently  a  combination  of  forces  took  place, 
producing  the  finest  character  of  atoms.  The  first  of  these  was 
probably  helium,  a  hypothetical  substance  believed  to  be  found  in 
the  sun  by  means  of  the  spectroscope.  Next  came  hydrogen, 
which  was  the  smallest  atom  of  all  bubstances  composing  the  mass 
of  the  earth  ;  then  substances  of  coarser  and  coarser  atoms  were 
formed  until  iridium  was  reached,  which  is  supposed  to  have  the 
coarsest  atom  of  all,  when  the  degree  of  cooling  arrested  the 
further  formation  of  atoms. 

Professor  Crookes  supposes,  further,  that  at  successive  steps  of 
the  cooling  and  diminution  of  the  forces  producing  dissociation, 
diamagnetic  and  paramagnetic,  or  electro-positive  and  electro- 
negative substances,  were  formed  alternately.  This  he  represents 
by  a  diagram  illustrating  the  scheme,  which  is  marvelously  well 
l>orne  out  by  known  facts.  According  to  this  theory  there  may 
yet  be  a  large  number  of  substances  intermediate  in  the  present 
list  which  are  as  yet  undiscovered.  Of  course  these  grand  and 
recondite  principles,  until  fully  demonstrated  (if  ever  that  be  be), 
must  rest  on  theory,  or  even  on  working  hypotheses  merely ;  but 
there  is  much  in  the  theory  of  Professor  Crookes  that  addresses 
itself  to  reason,  and  seems  to  shadow  forth  a  truth  in  a  way  that 
bespeaks  the  genius. 

Many  thoughts  must  be  suggested  and  many  questions  may  be 
asked  in  such  a  connection.  The  terms  cohesion  and  adhesion 
seemed  at  one  time  in  the  infancy  of  science  to  express  a  great 
deal,  but  when  one  attempts  to  imagine  the  interaction  of  forces, 
of  dia  and  para-magnetism,  of  crystallization,  etc.,  that  must  ex- 
tend to  every  atom,  and  then  of  the  mysterious  balance  in  which 
the  forces  contained  in  a  piece  of  coal,  for  instance,  or  a  block  of 
dynamite,  can  rest  for  ages,  he  feels  that  he  can  do  nothing  but 
wonder.  But  dazzling  as  is  the  conception  of  Professor  Crookes, 
he  must  go  much  further  yet  who  reaches  the/on«  et  origo  of  the 
varied  world  around  us.  They  who  talk  children's  talk  of  de- 
termining sex  by  rising  early  or  sleeping  late,  by  marrying  young 
or  old,  by  feeding  well  or  ill,  may  amuse  themselves,  but  they 
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who  would  know  must  go  to  the  very  origin  of  matter;  for  sex 
and  life  were  before  the  wedding  of  the  forces  that  gave  birth  to 
helim,  or  perhaps  even  the  ether.  The  ewige  toeibliehe  (the  eter* 
nal  female  principle)  of  Goethe  was  no  vain  dream,  for  it  also  was 
an  inspiration  of  genius  akin  to  revelation.  As  natural  and  as 
necessary  as  the  formation  of  a  crystal  is  the  development  of 
life  when  once  the  conditions  are  given,  but  it  is  vastly  more 
complex ;  and  when  once  we  know,  sex  will  be  found  to  be  de- 
termined by  laws  as  fixed  as  those  that  determine  the  shape  and 
weight  of  atoms. — American  Practitioner  and  News. 


On  a  Method  of  Forming  the  Fenestra  in  Plaster-op- 
Paris  Bandages  for  Compound  Fractures.— The  following 
method  of  setting  a  compound  fracture  and  making  the  fenestra 
can  invariably  be  brought  into  play  with  the  greatest  success: 

The  bones  of  the  fractured  limb  being  properly  approximatedi 
and  the  limb  itself  extended  and  held  by  the  assistants,  the 
wound  is  first  thoroughly  cleaned  and  the  limb  lightly  oiled. 
We  then  take  a  common,  clean  cylindrical  glass  bottle,  with  a 
concave  bottom,  the  diameter  of  its  base  being  equal  to  the 
diameter  of  the  fenestrar  we  wish  to  form.  The  base  of  this  bot- 
tle is  next  completely  filled  with  a  wad  of  absorbent  cotton,  and 
applied  over  the  wound.  This  must  be  done  by  an  assistant, 
and  in  such  a  manner  that  the  center  of  the  base  of  the  bottle 
and  the  wound  are,  as  nearly  as  possible,  opposite  each  other. 
The  bottle  is  to  be  held  in  this  position  during  the  complete 
operation  of  applying  the  bandage. 

The  next  step  consists  in  enveloping  the  limb  in  a  layer  of 
absorbent  cotton,  carefully  passing  round  the  bottle  when  we 
oome  to  it.  This  is  held  in  place  by  the  application  of  a  wei 
three-inch  roller  bandage,  which  in  turn  surrounds  the  bottle 
when  reached.  In  the  usual  manner  we  then  apply  the  plaster 
bandages,  surrounding  the  bottle  as  before  in  the  case  of  the 
other  layers  of  the  dressing. 

A  few  moments  are  sufficient  to  allow  us  to  trim  down  sudi 
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plaster  as  has  accumulated  about  the  bottle  to  a  level  with  the 
outer  surface  of  the  splint.  This  can  best  be  done  with  a  good 
strong  knife- blade.  The  bottle  can  now  be  slightly  turned  and 
easily  withdrawn^  leaving,  as  it  always  does,  the  circular  piece 
of  antiseptic  cotton  covering  the  wound.  With  our  knife  we 
now  nicely  round  off  the  edges  of  the  fenestra  before  removing 
the  ootton  from  over  the  wound,  as  it  protects  the  latter  from  the 
dibris  of  this  part  of  the  operation. 

Finally,  the  cotton  itself  is  carefully  removed,  and  we  see  that 
it  has  taken  up  such  discharges  from  the  wound  as  have  occurred 
during  the  amplication  of  the  bandage,  and  we  have  before  us  as 
a  result  not  only  our  bandage  safely  on,  but  a  fenestra  with 
cleanly  rounded  edges,  with  its  exact  centre  occnpied  by  the 
wound. — Dr.  JB.  W.  Shufeldt,  in  New  York  Medical  Journal. 


Chloride  op  Sodium  in  the  Treatment  op  Bright'b 
Disease. — Dr.  Allard  Memminger  {New  York  Medical  JoumaJf 
July  31,  1886)  recommends  the  use  of  sodium  chloride  in  the 
treatment  of  Bright's  disease.  He  claims  that  this  drug  will 
produce  a  decrease  in  the  amount  of  albumen  and  an  increase  in 
the  amount  of  urea,  and  a  very  marked  increase  in  the  quantity  of 
chlorides  eliminated.  He  orders  ten-grain  doses  of  the  chloride 
in  gelatine-capsules  three  times  a  day,  by  preference  one  hour  after 
or  before  meals,  and  directs  the  patient  on  the  slightest  intima* 
tion  of  nausea  immediately  to  resume  a  recumbent  posture,  and 
there  remain  for  an  hour  or  so.  The  second  day  of  treatment  he 
increases  the  dose  to  two  capsules  three  times  a  day,  and  every 
other  day  he  increases  by  one  capsule  until  the  patient  is  taking 
five  capsules  three  times  daily.  About  this  time  he  claims  that 
the  good  effects  of  the.  treatment  will  be  apparent,  not  only  from 
the  improvement  in  subjective  and  objective  symptoms  of  the  pa- 
tient, but  from  the  improvement  in  the  condition  of  his  urine. 
Albumen  will,  of  course,  at  this  period  be  found  still  in  abundance 
if  the  case  is  at  all  a  grave  one.  At  this  juncture  Dr.  Memmin- 
ger directs  the  chloride  to  be  diminished  in  quantity,  and  now 
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gives  the  patient  two  capsules  three  times  a  day^  stopping  it  tern- 
porarialy  if  any  nausea  is  produced.  If  the  albumen  is  again 
found  to  increase  and  the  urea  and  chlorides  dimiinished,  large 
doses  are  at  once  resumed.  The  effects  of  this  treatment  are  found 
in  the  reduction  of  the  albumen,  an  increase  in  the  urea  and 
chlorides  eliminated^  and  the  removal  of  headache,  oedema,  low 
spirits,  general  weakness,  and  anaemia.  He  claims  that  it  is  harm- 
less if  properly  administered ;  its  effects  are  uniform,  and  it  may 
be  employed  as  an  adjunct  to  all  recognized  modes  of  treatment 
without  detriment  to  the  patient. — Therapeutic  Gazette. 


The  Medical  Record,  in  a  recent  article  on  "  The  Long-Beard 
Habit/'  undertakes  to  show  that  the  long  beards  frequently  worn 
by  physicians  are  not  only  dangerous  as  carriers  of  contagion,  but 
are  almost  invariably  associated  with  mediocrity  of  talent. 
'^  Hardly  a  doctor  of  the  first  eminence  in  the  world's  history 
ever  wore  a  long  beard,"  says  our  contemporary,  "  and  he  who 
possesses  one  may  as  well  concede  at  once  that  he  will  never  rise 
above  mediocrity.  In  the  long  list  of  distinguished  English  and 
American  physicians,  from  Linacre  and  William  Harvey  to  John 
Hunter  and  Benjamin  Rush,  there  are  only  beardless  or  short- 
bearded  faces.  Reviewing  the  history  of  medicine  it  almost 
seems  that  the  greatness  of  medical  men  is  universally  propoi^ 
tional  to  the  amount  of  hair  grown  upon  the  chin !  At  any 
rate,  we  trust  we  have  successfully  shown  that  long  beards  are 
not  the  things  for  doctors,  but  are  unhygienic,  barbaric,  and  in- 
consistent with  great  historic  precedents  and  the  attainment  of 
the  highest  professional  eminence." — Maryland  Medical  Journal, 


The  London  Medical  Record  reports  the  case  of  a  man  ad- 
mitted into  a  hospital  with  a  chancre  on  his  left  eyebrow.  The 
man  stated  that  during  a  quarrel  three  months  previously  he  had 
been  bitten  by  his  antagonist  on  the  left  eyebrow. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS— WORTHY  OF  CONSIDERATION. 

The  State  Medical  Society  in  1848,  1854,  i860,  and  1868  memo- 
ralized  the  Legislature,  urging  the  importance  of  enacting  a  law  pro- 
viding a  system  of  registration  for  Tennessee  by  which  each  birth, 
marriage,  and  death  occurring  in  the  State  would  be  properly  recorded 
and  preserved.  From  one  cause  or  another,  failure  attended  each  suc- 
cessive effort,  and  it  was  not  until  April  5,  1881,  success  could  be  at- 
tained; and  then  it  was  that  the  Governor  was  persuaded  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  State  Medical  Society,  composed  of  Drs.  W.  P.  Jones, 
J.  F.  Grant,  D.  D.  Saunders,  and  Thomas  Menees,  to  approve  a  bill 
which  had  passed  both  houses  of  the  Legislature,  and  it  then  for  the 
first  time  became  a  law.  On  account  of  some  trivial  defects  in  some  of 
the  minor  details  of  the  law  in  its  practical  operation — especially  that 
of  compensation  for  the  physician  and  magistrate  for  making  the  re- 
turns—this law  at  the  succeeding  General  Assembly  was  repealed.  Be 
it  said  to  the  credit  of  the  medical  profession,  the  opposition  that  arose- 
came  from  the  magistrates  rather  than  the  practitioners;  though  the 
duties  imposed  were  as  five  to  one  more  onerous  upon  the  physician 
than  upon  the  magistrate,  who  was  required  simply  to  receive,  and  once 
a  month  forward  to  the  County  Court  Clerk,  the  returns  received  by 
him,  of  all  births  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  civil  district  which  he 
represented  during  that  time. 

The  repeal  of  this  law  was  not  only  unwise,  but  it  clearly  was  a 
grave  blunder,  view  it  from  whatever  stand-point  you  may.  As  it  was,  it 
at  least  furnished  an  excellent  foundation  upon  which  to  have  builded 
in  perfecting  any  system  of  vital  statistics  for  Tennessee.  Modifica- 
tions could  have  been  made  in  the  way  of  additions  or  subtractions  as 
time  rolled  on,  indicating  the  necessity  or  special  character  of  such 
changes. 

It  comprised  the  minimum  of  detail  requisite  in  any  system  of  vital 
statistics  to  be  of  value,  either  as  to  the  specific  data  furnished  or  as  a 
basis  of  comparison  with  those^of  other  States  or  nations  (a  feature  of 
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the  greatest  importance),  and  as  a  first  step  in  this  direction  it  approx- 
imated very  near  all  that  could  have  been  desired,  and  should  have 
been  retained  in  the  State  Code. 

Thus  in  brief  have  we  presented  the  history  of  the  subject  in  our 
own  State  up  to  the  present. 

In  the  last  Bulletin  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  (August),  we  are 
gratified  to  find  it  is  the  expressed  purpose  of  the  Board  to  bring  this 
question  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature/  which  is  now  on  the  eve 
of  election,  and  which  will  convene  at  Nashville  in  January  next. 

From  a  medical  stand-point,  well-kept  vital  statistics  of  Tennessee 
would  be  of  inestimable  utility,  as  thus  would  be  supplied  a  depository 
of  most  valuable  data  to  be  drawn  upon  by  every  practitioner  of  med- 
icine in  his  daily  labors,  as  well  as  every  medical  writer  and  lecturer  in 
studying  the  history  of  any  disease,  particularly  as  it  is  modified  by 
either  telluric  or  atmospheric  conditions  found  in  Tennessee.  They 
would  enable  the  statement  to  be  made  positively,  of  the  beneficial 
effects  upon  the  health  and  life  of  man  of  our  salubrious  and  equable 
climate,  as  compared  with  the  prolonged,  rigorous  winters  of  the 
North,  or  the  enervating  summers  of  the  South.  So  far  as  climatic  and 
soil  conditions  mitigate  or  cure  disease,  the  facts  would  be  through 
vital  statistics  in  time  brought  out,  as  in  no  other  manner  can  they  be  for 
Tennessee;  and  confirmatory  facts,  with  scientific  explanations,  could 
thus  be  presented  of  the  statement  made  that  ''upon  the  table-land  of 
the  Cumberland  Mountains  there  exists  a  people  without  consumption." 

The  variety  of  application,  and  the  ever-increasing  importance  and 
value  of  continuous  and  properly  tabulated  vital  statistics,  is  in  this 
the  noon-time  of  the  most  enlightened  of  all  the  centuries  so  apparent 
that,  where  they  are  not  already  gathered,  every  intelligent  medical 
man  only  needs  the  opportunity  to  urge  the  necessity  of  steps  being 
taken  to  obtain  them,  and  a  beginning  made  to  that  end  at  the  earliest 
time  possible.  We  would,  therefore,  call  the  attention  of  the  profession 
in  Tennessee  to  our  lack  in  this  regard  and  the  opportunity  now  offered 
to  them  of  supplying  the  deficiency,  and  suggest  that  every  physician 
seek  an  early  interview  in  person  with  his  Representatives  before 
they  meet  in  legislative  session  in  Nashville,  and  impress  them,  one 
and  all,  with  the  advantages,  vital  importance,  and  far-reaching  and 
steadily-growing  value  of  vital  statistics,  not  only  from  a  medical  point 
of  view,  but  in  the  proper  administration  of  an  enlightened  govern- 
ment, either  in  its  social,  economic,  or  scientific  aspects. 
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CIRCULAR  TO  PHYSICIANS  OF  TENNESSEE. 

The  following  circular  letter  has  been  issued  by  the  special  commit- 
tee appointed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society: 

Ih  the  Medical  Profession  of  the  State  of  Tennessee: 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stale  Medical  Society,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  urge  upon  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  session,  the  importance  of 
enacting  a  law  whereby  the  people  may  be  protected  from  the  mountebank  and 
the  charlatan,  and  the  profession  elevated.  The  importance  of  such  legislation 
has  been  well  understood  by  the  medical  profession  for  many  years,  and  time 
and  again  efforts  have  been  made  to  this  end,  but  each  effort  has  failed  in  ac- 
complishing the  obieot  for  which  it  had  been  originated.  Such  apathy  upon  the 
part  of  our  legislators  was  in  a  manner  excusable  when  other  States  had  no 
laws  bearing  on  this  subject,  and  doubtless  much  indifference  originated  from 
this  fact.  'N^ow,  however,  the  converse  is  true,  and  more  than  ever  before  are 
we  called  upon  as  philanthropists  and  as  men  of  honor  and  dignity  to  insist 
upon  legal  enactments  for  the  prevention  of  downright  robbery  of  money,  life 
and  health,  and  the  suppression  of  pretenders. 

Formerly  the  State  suflSdred  but  limitedly  from  importations  of  this  class  of 
men,  and  then  afflicted  mainly  by  the  home  production  of  charlatans,  and  they 
were  more  or  less  restrained  by  home  influences;  but  now  that  all  of  our  sister 
States  have  laws  prohibiting  the  unqualified  from  practicing,  large  numbers 
from  other  localities  find  a  home  in  Tennessee. 

The  State  Medical  Society  has  recognized  the  importance  of  a  move  of  this 
kind  on  several  occasions  before,  and  has  used  its  influence  to  that  end  without 
avail,  but  the  present  appears  to  be  a  peculiarly  opportune  time  for  action. 
Hence  the  committee  will  use  all  honorable  means  to  secure  such  legislation  as 
may  be  deemed  essential  to  the  purification  of  the  profession  of  the  future,  and 
in  limiting  the  sphere  of  the  peripatetic  mountebank  to  fields  beyond  the  do 
main  of  Tennessee. 

To  this  end  we  appeal  to  each  honest  practitioner  of  medicine  in  the  State  to 
use  his  influence  with  those  who  may  represent  him  in  the  coming  Legislature, 
inducing  them,  if  possible,  to  favor  the  enactment  of  laws  for  the  purposes  enu- 
merated by  explaining  the  objects  desired  and  the  benefits  to  be  obtained 
therefrom. 

It  will  not  be  the  aim  of  the  committee  to  interfere  with  any  who  are  de- 
voting iheir  energies  to  the  honest  pursuit  of  their  calling,  but  it  hopes  to  get 
rid  of  the  pretender  and  swindler,  and  elevate  the  profession  of  the  future. 
Persons  practicing  medicine  in  the  State  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act 
will  not  bo  disturbed,  save  perhaps  to  register,  so  that  they  may  be  known  sub- 
sequently; but  those  who  enter  the  practice  in  the  future  should  be  required  to 
establish  their  competency  by  obtaining  a  certificate  on  a  uniform  basis  of 
qualifioation. 

It  will  be  desirable  to  have  a  good  law ;  but  while  this  is  patent  to  all  who  prop> 
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erly  appreciate  the  responsibilities  of  the  profession,  the  character  of  the  pro- 
visions embodied  in  the  enactment  may  properly  become  the  subject  of  discus- 
sion. More  than  two-thirds  of  the  States  of  the  Union  have  laws;  of  these  we 
may  select  three  as  typical  of  that  many  classes  or  forms  of  enactments. 

The  State  of  Mississippi  now  has  a  good  law,  but  at  the  time  of  its  passage  it 
was  merely  prospective— that  is,  it  looked  alone  to  the  future  of  the  profession, 
requiring  those  who  already  practiced  to  register  only.  Its  provisions  are  ad- 
ministered by  a  State  and  County  Boards  of  Health. 

In  Alabama  the  entire  profession,  through  the  State  Medical  Society  and 
its  county  branches,  constitutes  the  health  department  of  the  Government. 
The  State  Society  virtually  represents  a  State  Board  of  Health,  and  the  county 
branches  the  local  or  county  boards.  This  makes  a  ponderous  piece  of  ma- 
chinery, and  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  in  this,  as  in  all  of  the  other  States, 
one  man  exercises  the  executive  authority,  but  little  practical  utility  would  be 
evolved. 

The  State  of  Illinois  has  a  good  law,  and  its  guardians  are  the  State  and 
County  Boards  of  Health.  Many  points  in  connection  with  this  law  and  its 
construction  by  the  Secretary  have  been  submitted  to  the  courts,  and  by  them 
approved.  The  law  as  a  whole  has  proved  to  be  all  that  its  fVamers  could  have 
wished. 

The  State  of  Tennessee  has  well-organized  State  and  County  Boards  in  charge 
of  the  execution  of  all  of  the  laws  now  existing  relating  to  State  medicine,  and 
as  the  organization  of  entirely  new  machinery  through  which  to  operate  the 
law  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  would  not  only  be  extravagant,  but 
likely  to  defeat  the  end  desired,  it  would  appear  that  to  this  body  should  be 
entrusted  all  allied  work — such  as  that  contemplated  by  the  proposed  legisla- 
tion. This,  however,  is  merely  suggestive,  and  any  suggestions  addressed  to 
the  Chairman  by  members  of  the  profession  will  be  laid  before  the  committee 
and  carefully  considered  in  advance  of  submitting  your  wishes  to  the  Legia- 
ture.    Yours  cordially,  F.  L.  Sim,  M.D.,  Chairman, 

N.   D.   RiCHABDSOK,  M.D., 

A.  F.  Wabtkbfixlb,  M.D., 

T.  J.  Happel,  M.D., 

Thomab  Mekus,  M.D^ 

Cbnwiittee, 
»^»»» 

LEX  TERRiE— AD  REFERENDUM. 

Taking  stock  was  hardly  ever  thought  of  by  the  primitive  trader  or 
merchant.  The  limited  amount  of  his  wares  required  no  strain  of  his 
intellectual  or  reasoning  qualities.  But  in  the  wholesale  or  retail  house  of 
any  of  our  metropolitan  towns  or  cities  of  to-day,  this  constitutes  one 
of  the  most  important  and  essential  mercantile  operations;  one  to  which 
is  devoted  the  most  active  energies  of  the  very  best  men  in  each  house. 
For  this  work  the  most  experienced,  the  most  reliable,  and  most  care* 
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ful  of  the  attaches  of  every  business-house  in  these  stirring  times,  are 
from  time  to  time  called  upon  to  put  in.  their  very  best  work. 

In  the  primitive  era  of  the  good  State  of  Tennessee,  with  a  sparsely 
settled  population  occupying  its  nearly  thirty  million  acres  of  land, 
living  a  plain,  frugal  life,  mostly  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits,  doc- 
tors were  but  little  needed,  and  the  tabulation  of  vital  statistics  some- 
thing unthought  of. 

But  a  change — ^yes,  a  vast  change-^has  come  over  that  portion  of 
the  earth's  surface  included  in  Tennessee's  boundary  lines.  Her  glo- 
rious water-ways  are  flowing  as  steadily  as  ever,  but  instead  of  only 
being  furrowed  by  the  dug  out  or  broad-horn,  immense  boats,  pro- 
pelled by  the  mighty  power  of  steam,  and  carrying  thousands  of  tons 
of  freight  of  all  kinds,  are  daily  passing  up  and  down.  The  dim 
pathways  of  the  forest,  subsequently  yielding  to  the  newly-opened 
road,  traced  out  by  the  notches  on  the  sides  of  the  monarchs  of  the 
forest,  are  now  occupied  by  the  iron  track  of  the  mighty  iron-horse, 
with  his  ability  of  traversing  the  entire  length  of  the  State  in  the  short 
space  of  a  day  and  night,  or  its  breadth  in  one-third  that  time  Its 
once  sparse  population  of  a  few  hardy  pioneers  and  their  immediate 
descendants,  have  been  succeeded  by  a  mighty  people  of  full  2,000,000 
souls.  In  1880  it  had  4,326  manufacturing  establishments,  with  a 
capital  invested  of  $20,092,845,  employing  22,445  People,  who  were 
paid  during  each  year  over  five  million  dollars,  using  $23,710,125  of 
materials,  and  turning  out  in  the  year  $37,074,886  of  products.  In 
addition,  her  agricultural  productions  have  increased  manifold,  and  her 
mining  and  mineral  interests,  vast  and  valuable  as  they  have  become, 
are  but  in  their  infancy. 

.  A  wonderful,  interesting,  and  progressive  people  in  a  wonderful 
land,  and  yet  if  we  were  asked  in  regard  to  her  mortality,  her  health- 
fulness,  the  vitality  of  her  people,  and  their  natural  increase  or  de- 
crease, we  would  be  limited  to  guess-work  or  a  reference  to  the  last 
census  report. 

Many  of  our  diseases  are  preventable,  but  it  requires  a  knowledge 
of  their  natural  history  and  a  careful  study  of  their  progress,  the'r 
modes,  times,  and  frequency  of  invasion,  that  can  only  be  attained  by 
careful  study  of  most  carefully  collected  vital  statistics.  Our  business 
interests  have  become  large  enough  and  our  people  numerous  enough 
to  justify  that  a  little  more  attention  be  paid  to  the  number,  or  causes 
and  periods  of  the  deaths  of  oiu:  people. 
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Some  of  our  readers  may  think  that  we  are  devoting  rather  much  of 
our  space  to  this  subject^  but  it  is  of  vital  importance  to  our  people, 
for  whom  we  have  devoted  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  the  most  active 
period  of  our  life. 

Then,  again,  the  time  is  most  opportune,  for  we  are  just  on  the  eve 
of  an  election  for  legislators  in  our  State,  and  by  the  time  that  this 
number  of  the  journal  will  reach  our  many  Tennessee  readers,  they 
will  know  who  are  the  ones  to  represent  them  and  their  people  in  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislature;  and  we  want  to  urge  upon  every  doc* 
tor,  old  and  young,  in  this  State,  who  may  read  this  number,  to  consti* 
tute  himself  a  committee  of  one,  with  full  plenary  powers  from  the 
representative  body  of  the  profession  in  the  State — its  own  Medical 
Society — whose  time-honored  records  will  bear  us  out,  and  urge  upon 
the  law-makers  the  propriety,  the  necessity,  and  the  prime  importance 
of  giving  us  a  good  and  practical  law  for  the  registration  of  vital  statis- 
tics in  the  State.     It  is  needed,  and  we  must  have  it. 


EVANGELISTIC  ENDORSEMENT. 

Our  very  ably-edited  and  most  excellent  contemporary,  the  Weekfy 
Medical  Review^  of  St  Louis,  very  properly  castigates  one  of  the  re- 
ligious newspapers  of  that  city  (the  St.  Louis  Evangelist)  for  endorsing 
editorially  and  admitting  to  its  advertising  columns  a  wretched  publi- 
cation, recendy  issued,  with  the  would-be  attractive  title  of  **Tokol<^ 
— a  Book  for  Every  Woman,"  one  of  those  filthy  productions  that 
should  be  put  under  the  ban  of  governmental  restriction.  Ardently 
an  advocate  of-  the  most  perfect  freedom  and  libeity  of  the  press,  we 
think  we  cannot  be  called  inconsistent  if  we  advocate  drawing  the  line 
in  the  productions  of  "the  art  preservative  of  all  arts"  at  those  that  are 
calculated  to  debase  and  prostitute  the  moral  nature  of  our  people. 
Although  it  is  claimed  that  its  author  is  a  woman,  we  question  it  We 
doubt  if  there  ever  existed  from  the  time  of  Mother  Eve  one  of  her 
sex  so  lost  to  modesty  and  a  proper  sense  of  shame  as  to  produce  such 
a  mess  of  disgusting  and  beastly  material. 

In  this  connection  we  desire,  with  all  due  deference  and  respect,  to 
utter  a  word  of  caution  and  advice  to  our  clerical  brethren.    They  are 
fond  of  advising  in  matters  purely  medical,  and  many  of  the 
Tant  productions  of  quackery  are  highly  endorsed  by  numbers 
f-everend  gentiemen.     While  they  are  well  qualified  by  study, 
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and  we  hope  by  practice,  to  advise  in  matters  spiritual,  we  think  it 
presumptuous,  at  least,  to  prostitute  the  confidence  thus  obtained  in 
advising  in  matters  which  they  have  not  carefully  and  thoroughly 
studied  and  investigated.  With  scarcely  an  exception,  we  think  they 
would,  almost  to  a  msn,  hesitate  before  undertaking  to  repair  a  good 
brother's  watch,  trying  to  run  a  steam-engine,  or  managing  any  piece 
of  delicate  or  intricate  machinery  with  the  workings  and  technical 
knowledge  of  which  they  were  practically  inexperienced.  We  think 
they  have  all  heard  the  old  adage  of  "the  devil  quoting  scripture." 


LETTER  FROM  DR.  DUGGAN— TYPHO-MALARIAL. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  month,  on  receipt  of  Dr.  Duggan's  excel- 
lent paper  read  at  the  Bedford  County  Medical  Society,  which  by 
request  of  that  society  is  published  ip  the  original  department  of  this 
number  of  the  Practitioner,  we  took  the  liberty  of  fonyarding  him 
a  copy  of  a  paper  on  **Typho-Malarial  Fever — Is  There  Such  a  Dis- 
ease?" which  we  had  prepared  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Tennessee  State  Medical  Society,  and  read  at  the  Memphis  meeting. 
The  paper  appears  in  the  Transactions  for  1886,  and  also  in  a  recent 
number  of  this  journal,  a  copy  of  which  we  will  be  pleased  to  forward 
any  of  our  readers  who  desire  it.  Subsequendy,  we  received  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  Dr.  Duggan,  which  we  give  entire.  In  reply  we 
have  only  to  state  that  our  worthy  friend  would  do  well  to  carefully 
examine  the  pamphlet  again.  We  think  we  have  shown  that  those 
leaders  in  the  profession  who  claim,  or  have  claimed,  that  there  is  such 
a  disease,  **do  not  practice  what  they  preach."  We  think  we  made  out 
a  very  clear  case,  and  we  still  think  the  following  deductions  we  then 
made  will  hold  good: 

**  I.  That  two  specific  poisons  of  idiopathic  fevers  may  have  access 
to  the  system  at  the  same  time;  but  only  one  can  work  out  its  legiti- 
mate phenomena  at  the  time,  the  other  remaining  passive  or  semi- 
passive,  dormant,  latent,  quiescent,  or  partly  so,  until  the  first,  or  more 
powerful,  has  expended  its  energies. 

<<  2.  Many  diseases  may  show  the  impress  of  a  latent  poison  without 
an  essential  blending  of  types. 

<<3.  Any  disease  which,  from  any  cause,  or  in  any  situation  or  com* 
bination  of  circumstances,  puts  on  an  adynamic  form,  does  so  as  a  result 
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of  enteric  irritation^  enteric  inflammation,  or  ENTERIC  ULCER- 
ATION." 

Dr.  Duggan's  letter  is  as  follows : 

**Unionville,  Tenn.,  Oct.  20,  1886. 

**  Dear  Doctor: — I  .thank  you  for  your  pamphlet,  which  came  to 
hand  the  15th  inst  I  have  carefully  examined  its  contents.  And  I 
also  thank  you  for  your  painstajcing  and  valuable  paper. 

**  But  doctors  do  differ;  and  while  you  try  to  prove  that  there  is  no 
such  disease  as  typhomalarial  fever,  others  think  there  is.  And  while 
we  keep  company  with  such  world-renowned  men  as  Drs.  Drake, 
Davis,  Wood,  Loomis,  and  Flint,  Sr.,  and  others,  who  think  there  are 
in  certain  cases  pathological  conditions  that  would  authorize  a  name 
pointing  to  the  existence  of  two  poisons  in  the  system  at  the  same  time, 
we  are  not  in  bad  company.  In  your  conclusions  you  state:  **That 
two  specific  poisons  may  have  access  to  the  system ;  but  only  one  can 
work  out  its  legitimate  phenomena  at  the  time,  the  other  remaining 
passive  or  semi-passive,  dormant,  latent,  quiescent,  or  parHy  so,  until 
the  first,  or  more  powerful,  has  expended  its  energies."  This  admits 
much  that  is  contended  for  by  those  who  think  that  iypko-maiarial  fever 
is  not  a  misnomer. 

**I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  underscore  three  words  in  the  quota- 
tion from  your  pamphlet,  which  state  the  facts  in  the  case.  And  while 
you  call  upon  the  bard  of  Avon  to  help  you  out,  permit  me  to  say 
that  whether  the  cloud  was  camel,  weasel,  or  whale  shaped,  it  was  a 
cloud  all  the  same. 

''But  light  is  our  object,  and  we  hope  that  doctors  who  use  the  quill 
as  well  as  the  pill  will  continue  to  stir  up  the  sparks  till  the  medical 
horizon  will  glow  with  light  like  the  milky  way  in  the  firmament  above. 

**  Yours,  in  search  of  truth,  B.  F.  Duggan." 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  TEN- 
NESSEE, NASHVILLE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
We  are  pleased  to  note  the  advancement  made  by  this  institution. 
The  class  now  assembling  is  the  largest  in  its  history,  numbering  now 
more  students  than  the  attendance  at  any  time  last  session.  It  is 
thought  that  before  the  end  of  the  present  term  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  matriculates  will  have  registered.  The  Faculty  have, 
indeed,  every  reason  to  feel  proud  of  their  fast-growing  and  popular 
school. 
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The  new  public  City  Hospital,  which  has  been  awarded  by  the  City 
Council  of  Nashville  to  the  Faculty  for  a  period  of  two  years,  will  be 
an  advantage  for  clinical  instruction  not  to  be  surpassed  by  the  Eastern 
medical  colleges.  The  hospital  is  located  at  the  end  of  the  Fairfield 
branch  of  the  South  Nashville  street-car  line  in  the  southern  edge  of 
the  city.  The  Faculty  have  purchased  the  historic  pile  once  owned 
by  Col.  William  B.  Lewis,  in  former  times  a  rendezvous  for  great  men, 
where  hospitality  once  held  sway,  since  passed  into  strange  hands,  and 
now  directing  its  uses  to  the  humane  art  and  comforting  the  sick.  The 
twenty-odd  rooms  have  undergone  changes  into  hospital  wards,  etc., 
so  that  the  entire  establishment  is  in  first-class  order  and  appointments 
for  modem  hospital  purposes.  The  hospital  is  not  only  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  city's  indigent  sick,  but  it  is  open  to  the  medical  profession 
who  may  care  to  bring  patients  and  treat  them  themselves.  Private 
patients  are  to  be  received  locally  and  from  a  distance. 

We  congratulate  the  institution  on  having  such  brilliant  prospects. 


The  Green  Springs  Sanitarian,  located  70  miles  west  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  in  immediate  railroad  connection  with  all  our  large  cities, 
is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  treatment  of  all  forms  of  nervous  diseases, 
chloral,  opium  and  alcohol  addiction,  diseases  of  females  and  chronic 
rheumatism  and  dyspepsia.  The  institution  is  supplied  with  the  most 
improved  apparatus  which  science  and  skill  have  indicated  in  treat- 
ment by  electricity,  bath,  message,  etc.,  ajid  will  be  used  in  all  cases 
when  indicated.  Superior  advantages  are  offered,  not  only  to  con- 
firmed invalids,  but  also  to  a  large  class  of  overworked,  worn-out,  and 
tired-out  persons,  who  need,  more  than  medicine,  the  spring  water 
baths,  and  a  beautiful  quiet  place  in  which  to  rest  and  recuperate. 
The  cuisine  of  the  institution  is  under  the  management  of  an  experi- 
enced person,  who  will  spare  no  expense  to  secure  the  best  of  every- 
thing in  that  department.  Dr.  John  S.  Marshall,  the  physician  in 
charge,  is  eminently  qualified  by  his  talents  and  long  experience,  and 
has  been  remarkably  successful  in  the  treatment  of  these  affections, 
having  spent  the  most  of  his  professional  life  in  institutions  of  this  kind. 


Two  Cases  of  Dysmenorhcea. — i.  Young  married  woman  with  ex- 
treme dysmenorrhcea :  Examination  revealed  a  lacerated  cervix  (this 
trouble  was  consequent  to  parturition)  and  an  aggravated  endometritis. 
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Treatment  was  given  for  one  month,  consisting  of  local  applications 
and  in  the  internal  administration  of  Aletris  Cordial.  Patient  positively 
cured,  much  to  my  surprise,  as  my  prognosis  was  far  different 

2.  Girl,  fifteen  years  of  age.  Commenced  to  menstruate  at  four- 
teen. For  nine  months  previous  to  treatment  had  not  been  free  from 
pain  in  lumber  region.  A  scanty  coffee-colored  flow,  attended  with 
intense  pain,  at  irregular  intervals.  Cephalalgia,  nausea  and  constipa- 
tion, superadded  had  rendered  her  peevish,  melanchoUy  and  anaemic. 
Administered  one  bottle  of  aletris  cordial,  teaspoonful  doses,  quieted 
pain  with  suitable  analgesics,  and  in  two  months  discontinued  all  treat- 
ment Heard  from  her  as  follows:  Had  menstruation  once  with 
scarcely  any  pain ;  the  color  was  normal ;  her  lumbar  distress  had  dis- 
appeared, and  color  was  returning  to  her  cheeks.  Can  highly  recom- 
mend the  Aletris  Cordial  and  shall  expect  great  results  myself. 

H.  S.  Drake,  M.D. 

Middleboro,  Mass. 


BLEEDING  IN  PNEUMONIA. 

At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Third  District  Branch  of  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Society,  a  very  interesting  discussion  was  had  in 
connection  with  the  subject  of  bleeding  in  pneumonia,  which  was  ac- 
tively participated  in  by  the  members  present,  a  majority  of  whom  ad- 
vocated it.     Among  other  remarks  Dr.  Orton  said  as  follows: 

**l  should  like  to  be  allowed  to  introduce  the  same  test  which  I 
introduced  into  the  old  State  Society  about  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago, 
and  make  the  same  request  which  was  granted  at  that  time.  I  asked 
two  questions,  and  I  should  like  to  ask  the  same  questions  to-day  in 
reference  to  this  matter  of  venesection.  'Those  members  of  the  pro- 
fession present  who  can  remember  any  case  in  which  they  employed 
venesection  and  which  caused  them  to  regret  that  treatment  will  please 
rise.'  (None  rose.)  *  Now  those  members  who  can  remember  a  case 
in  which  they  regret  not  having  used  the  lancet  will  please  rise/ 
(About  two-thirds  rose ;  the  young  members  not  voting). 


The  Cost  of  Infant  Foods. — One  of  the  greatest  objections  that 
has  been  made  to  the  use  of  the  various  prepared  infant  foods  upon 
the  market  has  been  their  high  cost     As  it  will  be  a  matter  of  interest 
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to  the  entire  profession  to  know  the  comparative  costs  of  the  v?rious 
foods,  a  careful  computation  of  the  cost  of  each  class  has  been  made, 
compared  according  to  the  directions  given  for  infants.  The  so-called 
milk  foods  or  powders  are  found  to  be  the  highest,  averaging  to  cost, 
when  prepared  ready  for  use,  about  nine  cents  per  pint;  next  in  cost 
is  a  dass  called  Liebig's  Foods,  which  average  six  cents,  or  more,  a 
pint;  next  is  a  class  of  farinaceous  foods,  which  cost  nearly  as  much 
as  the  Liebig  Foods.  Below  all  these  is  Lactated  Food,  which  costs 
but  four  cents  per  pint,  making  it  the  most  economical  food  the  profes- 
sion can  use.  A  dollar  package  of  Lactated  Food  will  give  an  infant 
one  hundred  and  fifty  meals,  or  sufficient  to  la«t  about  four  weeks. 


Substitution. — Does  the  profession  realize  how  much  injury  is 
done  to  physicians  and  their  patients  by  the  substitution  of  spurious,  or 
the  soK:alled  "just-as-good"  preparations,  in  pkue  of  goods  of  standard 
reputation?  The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Springer  is  a  case  in 
point: 

Van  Buren,  Ohio,  Sept  lo,  1886. 
Messrs.  BatOe  ^  Co,,  St.  Louis ,  Mo.: 

Gentlemen — In  the  case  of  "insomnia  "  which  I  reported. to  you 
in  May  last,  and  wherein  it  required  seven  drachm  doses  (hourly,  one 
drachm)  to  produce  sleep  by  Bromidia  bought  at  pharmacy  in  Findlay, 
it  required  but  one  drachm,  repeated  in  one  hour,  to  produce  a  good 
night's  rest  of  the  sample  bottle  you  sent  me.  I  also  use  the  Bromidia 
(Battle  &  Co.)  with  the  best  results  in  "  cholera  infantum"  and  in 
"hysteria."  Am  satisfied  that  the  article  bought  at  Findlay  was 
"spurious."  Geo.  Springer,  M.D. 


The  Interstate  Readers. — We  have  received  from  the  publishers 
three  copies  of  No.  2  (October)  of  these  beautifully-printed  and  hand- 
somely-illustrated monthly  serials  for  the  "little  ones,"  They  teem 
with  most  excellent  mental  pabulum  that  will  enlarge  and  develop  the 
mind5«,  delight  the  hearts,  and  leave  no  stains  on  the  souls  of  the  ris- 
ing generation.  Send  for  sample  copies  of  each  one  of  the  series  of 
"Primary,  Intermediate,  and  Grammar  School  Readers"  to  The  In- 
terstate Publishing  Company^  30  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  or  183  Wabash 
Avenue,  Chicago. 
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Piles. — I  can  speak  positively  of  the  great  value  of  Kennedy's  Ex- 
tract Finus  Canadensis.  I  have  been  treating  a  case  of  protruding 
piles  of  twenty  years'  standing,  making  life  almost  intolerable  at  times. 
They  have  been  treated  for  years  with  only  palliative  results.  About  a 
year  ago  an  operation  was  submitted  to,  since  which  time  the  tumors 
have  remained  smaller  and  less  sensitive ;  but  a  new  trouble  soon  set 
in,  namely,  itching  to  a  terrible  extent,  which  nothing  seemed  to  re- 
lieve until  I  tried  the  Extract  Canadensis,  two  parts  to  one  of  glyce> 
rine,  two  or  three  applications  of  which  relieved  the  itching  entirely, 
and  the  disease  is  being  rapidly  benefited  in  every  way.  Have  used 
it  only  once  a  day  after  each  evacuation.  I  find  it  an  excellent  remedy 
in  leucorrhoea  also. — C.  H.  DaviSy  M.D.y  Funkhannock^  Pa, 


ToNG ALINE. — Have  been  prescribing  Tongaline  duiing  the  past 
year,  and  can  cheerfully  testify  to  its  great  value  in  rheumatic  and 
neuralgic  troubles.  Have  derived  particular  gratifying  results  from  its 
use  in  dysmenorrha,  when  not  dependent  on  obstruction  or  serious 
organic  disease.  In  a  case  of  a  lady  of  rheumatic  diathesis,  and  a 
chronic  sufferer  from  dysmenorrha,  who  had  been  driven  almost  to 
the  verge  of  insanity  by  her  monthly  suffering,  its  action  has  been 
most  satisfactory.  I  first  prescribed  it  for  her  about  six  months  ago, 
when  suffering  intensely.  It  relieved  her  promptiy,  and  she  now 
passes  the  once  dreaded  periods  with  but  little  discomfort.  I  could 
mention  other  instances  of  a  similar  character,  but  this  is  the  most  re- 
markable one. — T.  H.  Fraur,  M.D.^  of  Commerce,  Mo, 


Peptonized  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Milk  has  given  us  most  satisfac- 
torc  results  in  wasting  diseases.  We  have  made  thorough  trial  of  it 
during  the  past  year  in  cases  of  phthisis  at  the  State  Prison  Hospital, 
and  it  has  succeeded  far  beyond  our  expectations — especially  in  those 
cases  that  could  not  tolerate  other  forms  of  constructives. 


Scotch  Oats  Essence — Buckland's. — We  desire  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  our  readers  to  the  advertisement  in  this  number  of  the 
Practitioner  to  the  above-named  preparation.  It  is  claimed  for  it 
that  it  has  yielded  remarkable  and  gratifying  results  in  both  functional 
and  organic  diseases  of  the  brain  and  nervous  system. 
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A  Time  for  Button-holing. — We  think  that  we  can  safely  assert 
that  every  doctor  in  the  State  has  had  one  or  more  of  the  various  can- 
didates for  the  Legislature,  either  publicly  or  privately,  importune  him 
for  his  vote.  Now  is  your  time,  brethren  of  the  prescription  blank  or 
saddle-bags.  Button-hole  one,  at  least,  of  your  Representatives  to  the 
next  General  Assembly,  -  and  tell  him  that  you  want  his  vote — nay, 
you  will  have  it — in  favor  of  a  good  **  vital  statistics  law."  You  need 
it  for  the  benefit  of  the  <'  dear  people,"  whom  he  is  so  anxious  to  benefit 
by  his  law-making  abilities.  Don't  be  afraid  to  ask — aye,  even  demand 
it.     Both  you  and  the  people  want  it. 


Fellows'  Hypo-Phos-Phites  still  maintains  its  justly-earned  high 
standard  as  one  of  the  best  reconstructives  and  tonics  to  be  found.  It 
^contains  the  essential  elements  of  the  animal  organization — potash  and 
lime ;  the  oxydizing  agents — iron  and  manganese ;  the  tonics — quinia 
and  strychnia;  and  the  vitalizing  constituent — phosphorus.  It  has 
sustained  a  high  reputation  in  America  and  England  for  efficiency  in 
the  treatment  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  chronic  bronchitis,  and  other 
affections  of  the  respiratory  organs,  and  is  employed  also  in  various 
nervous  and  debilitating  diseases  with  success. 


James  Goodchild  Wakley,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  the  youngest  son  of 
the  founder  of  the  Lancet^  and  for  twenty-five  years  its  editor,  died  of 
epithelioma  of  the  tongue  and  pharynx,  August  30,  1886.  He  had 
never  practiced  medicine,  but  few  of  our  profession  have  done  better 
service  for  the  profession  than  did  he  in  the  management  of  that  ablest 
of  medical  journals.  The  successor  of  Dr.  V/akley  is  a  nephew  who 
has  been  for  some  years  associated  with  him  in  conducting  the  Lancet^ 
and  who  will  continue  the  name  of  Wakley  in  the  editorial  chair. 


Although  Not  of  That  Faith,  we  are  pleased  to  present  to  our 
readers  this  month  the  letter  of  Dr.  C.  C.  Fite.  We  will  perhaps  have 
something  to  say  in  regard  to  it  in  our  next  issue.  Nothing  like  hear- 
ing both  sides  of  a  question — ^tirae  will  show  who  is  right 
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THE  WATER  WE  DRINK. 


BY 
DE  WITT  O.  DAT^  M.D.,  NASHVILLE^  TENN. 


The  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans  peopled  their  streams  ¥rith 
deities,  nymphs,  naiads,  and  satyrs;  but  the  modern  microscope 
and  the  advances  made  in  chemical  research  have  peopled  them 
with  demons  far  more  potent  for  evil  than  was  ever  dreamed  of 
in  the  old  mythologies. 

Water  is  doubtless  one.  of  the  most  useful  of  the  earth's  com- 
pounds, and  at  the  same  time  has  the  widest  distribution.  More 
than  three-fourths  of  the  surface  of  our  planet  is  occupied  by  it, 
not  including  the  immense  lakes,  rivers,  creeks,  rivulets,  springs , 
and  the  water  contained  in  the  atmosphere,  trees,  plants,  in  &ot 
in  all  organic  and  inorganic  nature.  Three  -  fourths  of  the  solid 
matter  of  the  human  frame,  four-fifths  of  the  blood,  and  to  a 
greater  extent  other  fluids  of  the  body,  are  composed  of  water. 
This  universality  of  the  existence  of  water  implies  its  multitudin- 
ons  uses,  and  it  is  very  apparent  that  water  plays  a  most  impor- 
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tant  part  in  the  manifestations  of  all  organic  life,  both  animal 
and  vegetable.  The  ancients  believed  it  to  be  an  all-creative 
fluid ;  and  one  of  the  old  poets  declares  that 

"  Life  crept  out  of  the  sea  upon  the  land." 

Ajb  a  cleansing  agent  it  is  in  universal  use,  and  imperative  for 
washing,  the  solution,  and  transportation  of  mineral  and  organic 
impurities,  etc. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  water  of  our  globe  is  unfitted  for 
drinking  purposes,  and  very  much  of  that  in  use  is  of  question- 
able propriety.  The  shipwrecked  mariner,  though  dying  with 
thirst,  dare,  not  touch  the  ocean  of  waters  around  him.  So,  also, 
the  thirsty  traveler  across  our  Western  deserts  may  find  springs 
and  rivulets  apparently  as  pure  as  the  tear-drop  that  glistened  in 
the  eye  of  the  Peri  at  the  gates  of  paradise,  but  if  used  prove  as 
noxious  as  the  contents  of  the  ocean.  This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  water  may  almost  be  termed  an  universal  solvent,  as  no  other 
fluid  is  capable  of  dissolving  as  many  substances,  but  few  min- 
erals wholly  escaping  its  solvent  action;  and  wlien  we  consider 
the  vast  amount  of  decaying  organic  matter  (peculiarly  subject 
to  its  action)  around  us,  that  much  of  our  water  should  be  non- 
potable  is  not  a  surprising  fact. 

Experiments  have  proved  that  animals  may  abstain  from  food 
for  days,  and  even  weeks,  without  seemingly  great  inconvenience; 
but  abstinence  from  the  use  of  water  for  a  short  time  is  fraught 
with  the  most  direful  results.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  water 
is  the  great  '•  common  carrier"  of  the  body.  Through  its  agency, 
by  liquefying  the  blood,  the  elements  of  nutrition  are  circulated 
through  the  economy  and  properly  deposited,  while  the  effete 
matters  are  thrown  out.  Many  of  the  elements  of  nutrition  in 
the  body  are  stored  away,  and  only  require  liquefaction  to  be 
appropriated ;  and,  indeed,  much  of  the  material  which  has  once 
been  used,  under  the  combined  action  of  water  and  atmospheric 
air,  may  again  be  utilized  in  the  work  of  rebuilding  the  tissues 
and  enable  them  to  exhibit  their  normal  life.  Without  the  pres- 
ence of  water  this  could  not  occur ;  the  products  of  decay  accu- 
mulate, and  effete  matter  is  neither  carried  away  nor  purified^ 
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and  blood-poisoniDg  as  surely  ocoors  as  if  some  deadly  virus  had 
been  taken  into  the  body  from  without  by  absorption.  All  the 
different  functions  of  the  body  require  for  their  manifestation  the 
presence  of  water.  Without  it  there  can  be  neither  digestion, 
assimilation,  circulation,  repair,  nor  even  purification. 

From  these  and  other  considerations  which  will  readily  suggest 
themselves  to  the  reader,  it  is  apparent  that  water  plays  a  most 
important  part  in  the  life  of  organized  nature.  How  important, 
then,  that  we  should  look  carefully  to  our  sources  of  supply. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  article,  we  may  divide  water  into  po- 
table and  non-potable;  and  the  first  consideration  will  be  the 
general  qualifications  which  must  be  possessed  by  a  water  to  ren- 
der it  sufficiently  good  for  domestic  use.  In  the  first  place,  abso- 
lute chemical  purity  is  not  desirable,  nor  is  it  attainable.  Carefiil 
investigation  has  proved  that  a  certain  amount  of  the  mineral 
substances  requisite  for  the  constitution  of  a  part  of  our  bodies 
should  be  contained  in  the  fluids  we  drink,  but  such  constituents, 
when  in  excess,  are  often  very  injurious. 

In  the  use  of  water  this  is  a  most  important  question  to  the 
physician  and  his  patient.  Characteristic  diseases  occurring  in 
different  localities  thus  ofttimes  find  a  ready  solution  in  the  char^ 
acter  of  water  drank,  whether  soft  or  hard,  etc.  There  is  a  nor- 
mal standard  for  the  constitution  of  potable  water,  and  any 
variation  firom  this  standard  in  gaseous  or  mineral  constitution 
may  be  considered  as  injurious  even  to  the  well  man.  ''The  well 
need  not  a  physician,  but  those  that  are  sick.''  In  the  summer 
season  there  is  a  general  hegira  of  our  citizens  to  the  springs, 
soflM  for  the  benefit  of  their  health,  and  others  purely  for  pleas- 
ure. I  am  not  wrong  in  saying  that  the  most  injudicious  selec- 
tions are  made.  The  springs  are  usually  selected  for  their  at- 
tractiveness and  social  advantages,  rather  than  their  medicinal 
adaptability.  Again,  the  well  man  should  by  no  means  visit  a 
medicinal  spring,  and  habituate  himself  to  the  inordinate  use  of 
its  waters,  as  thereby  some  organ  of  his  body  would  undoubtedly 
be  subjected  to  undue  stimulation,  and  consequent  diseased  action. 
The  carbonates,  sulphates,  and  chlorides  of  lime,  potassium, 
magnesium,  and  sodium  are  the  most  common  constituents  of 
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drinking  water^  with  the  different  compounds  of  silica,  iron,  and 
alumina. 

So  £Bur  as  the  medicinal  qualities  of  water  is  concerned^  the  usual 
amount  of  salts  found  in  solution  is  of  little  practical  import- 
ance. As  to  its  potability,  they  seem  absolutely  essential.  The 
vapid  taste  of  distilled  water,  which  is  destitute  of  salts  and 
gases,  is  well-known.  Dr.  Letherly  and  others  claim  that  hard 
water  is  most  healthful,  and  adduce  statistics  of  different  English 
cities  to  substantiate  their  position.  According  to  their  state- 
ments, the  city  using  hard  water  had  the  lowest  4eath-rate ;  but 
the  reports  do  not  include  a  statement  of  other  sanitary  surround- 
ings, and  hence  is  misleading.  Hard  water  is  less  desirable  for 
steam  boilers,  washing  and  cleansing  purposes,  and  culinary  oper- 
ations. Therefore,  for  general  purposes  soft  water  seems  most 
desirable. 

All  water  contains  more  or  less  organic  matter.  Even  metecHrio 
water  becomes  more  or  less  impregnated  in  its  passage  through 
the  atmosphere.  Probably  the  greater  amount  of  these  organ- 
isms, whether  vegetable  or  animaloular,  are  absolutely  harm- 
less, and  possibly  necessary  to  the  constitution  of  potable  water. 
Our  beer,  tea,  and  coffee  are  simply  solutions  of  organic  matter. 
The  great  trouble  is  that  organic  matter  as  usually  found  in 
water  is  of  unknown  quality.  Certain  of  the  pathogenetic  bac- 
teria exhibit  a  characteristic  form  and  size;  others,  again,  asso- 
ciated with  the  causation  of  most  malignant  diseases  cannot  be 
distinguished  from  harmless  organisms  of  a  similar  appearance. 
The  microscopist  takes  cognizance  of  two  forms  of  organbms  in 
his  investigations  of  the  sediment  of  drinking  water — first,  those 
forms  which  are  known  to  produce  a  disease;  and,  secondly,  that 
class  which,  though  probably  innoxious  themselves,  yet  cannot 
exist  in  pure  water.  ^ 

The  disease-producing  organisms  found  in  water  are  usually 
extremely  small  in  size,  and  are  exceedingly  difficult  of  identifi- 
cation. They  are  extremely  simple  in  structure,  and  are  difficult 
of  recognition  from  others  of  similar  appearance,  but  of  different 
character.  It  may  be  stated  as  a  general  fact  that  bacteria  are 
not  found  in  pure  water,  due  to  the  absence  of  ohlorophyl,  the 
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pabulum  apoD  which  they  feed,  mineral  matter  failing  to  supply 
the  nutrition  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  their  life.  It  may^ 
therefore^  be  stated  in  general  terms  that  water,  to  contain  a  large 
number  of  bacteria,  is  so  thoroughly  impregnated  with  organic 
matter  as  to  render  it  unsafe  for  drinking  purposes. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  although  germ  pathology  is  a  science 
of  quite  recent  origin,  still  our  knowledge  of  it  is  inadequate  for 
the  determination  of  all  the  questions  which  enter  into  this  in- 
quiry. It  may,  however,  be  safely  stated  that  the  less  organic 
matter  water  contains  the  more  safe  will  be  its  use. 

Another  question  which  enters  into  this  inquiry  is  that  certain 
organisms  when  living  are  innoxious,  but  when  decomposing  be- 
come most  baneful  in  their  effects  if  taken  into  the  animal  econ- 
omy. Fish  are  known  to  feed  around  the  mouth  of  sewers  when 
the  sewage  is  fresh  with  impunity;  yet  this  same  sewage  when 
decomposing  becomes  life  destroying. 

As  to  the  relative  potentcy  for  evil  of  the  usual  decaying  or- 
ganic matter  found  in  drinking  water,  human  excremental  matter 
takes  first  rank.  It  has  virtually  been  proved  that  the  most 
direful  epidemics  have  been  caused  by  the  dejecta  of  diseased 
human  beings  taken  into  the  stomach  of  the  well  through  the 
medium  of  drinking  water. 

Next  in  rank  to  human  excrement  may  be  enumerated  animal 
water  from  tanneries,  wool  manufactories,  slaughter-houses,  etc. 
Buck  says  that  while  the  evidence  is  not  so  conclusive  against 
them  as  excremental  matter,  yet  the  suspicion  against  them  is  so 
strong  that  all  possible  means  should  be  taken  to  exclude  them 
from  the  sources  of  drinking  water. 

Next  in  importance  may  be  mentioned  the  sipeage  from  ceme- 
teries and  the  contamination  of  water  by  dead  animals,  fish,  crus^ 
tacsda,  etc. 

Last  and  least  in  importance  we  enumerate  the  products  of 
vegetable  decay.  When  we  consider  the  vast  amount  of  v^eta- 
ble  decay  constantly  occurring  around  us,  impregnating  both  the 
atmosphere  and  our  drinking  supplies,  and  the  people  still  en- 
joying good  health,  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  determine 
the  innocent  from  the  disease  producing;   yet  it  Is  safe  to  say 
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that  certain  unknown  forms  of  vegetable  germs,  the  result  of  de- 
cay, ar^  exceedingly  potent  factors  in  producing  disease. 

The  usual  sources  from  which  cities  and  families  derive  their 
water  supply  are  four  in  number  —  viz.,  rain,  surfiioe  water, 
ground  water,  including  shallow  springs  and  wells,  and  deep 
ground  water,  including  deep  springs  and  artesian  wells. 

It  may  be  stated  that  rain  water  constitutes  a  very  consider- 
able supply  of  the  world's  drinking  water.  Even  some  cities  are 
so  located  as  to  necessitate  the  catching  and  storage  of  rain  water 
in  cisterns  and  tanks  as  a  source  of  supply.  The  cities  of  Cadiz, 
in  Spain,  and  Venice,  in  Italy,  are  so  situated. 

Bain  water,  when  collected  in  the  country  and  properly  stored, 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  our  purest  sources  of  supply,  but  when 
collected  in  cities  and  near  large  manufacturing  companies  it  is 
liable  to  take  up  large  amounts  of  gaseous  and  mineral  sub- 
stances. Bain  water  as  usually  collected  contains  but  a  small 
amount  of  mineral  matter  and  atmospheric  air,  and  this  con- 
stitutes one  objection  to  its  use.  The  impurities  usually  found 
in  rain  water  are  gases  and  other  matter  absorbed  from  the  at- 
mosphere, organic  and  mineral  matter  and  excreta  of  mice,  birds, 
etc.,  collected  from  the  roofs  of  dwellings  or  other  collecting  sur- 
£ices;  the  contaminations  of  cisterns  in  the  shape  of  dust,  inseots, 
rats,  mice,  toads,  etc.,  which  accidentally  gain  admittance  and 
die;  the  wooden  lining  of  cisterns  or  tanks,  sometimes  wet  and 
sometimes  dry,  giving  rise  to  vegetable  mould,  or  the  poison  de- 
rived from  lead  receptacles.  Tanks  for  supply  and  flushing  of 
closets  are  sometimes  located  upon  the  tops  of  houses,  and  their 
contents  become  contaminated  by  gases  from  privy  vaults  and 
soil  pipes  having  ventilating  outlets.  Cisterns  should  be  built 
underground,  and  laid  in  cement  or  slate,  with  their  tops  pro- 
tected, so  as  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  insects,  mice,  toads,  etc. 
When  water  is  collected  and  stored  with  regard  to  the  above 
conditions,  the  consumer  runs  the  minimum  of  danger  in  its  use. 

Surface  water,  including  streams  and  lakes,  constitute  the  great 
supply  for  cities.  Bivers  in  their  course  are  subject  to  many 
changes.  Usually  commencing  as  a  pure  mountain  stream,  it  is 
constantly  receiving  accessions  to  its  current  by  the  entrance  of 
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streams  of  ever-varying  character.  Evaporation  and  absorption 
are  constantly  taking  place.  Few  rocks  or  mineral  substances 
are  absolutely  exempt  from  its  solvent  action,  whilst  vegetable 
matter,  both  living  and  decomposing,  is  presented  for  its  solvent 
powers. 

The  objection  to  rivers  as  sources  of  water  supply  may  be  enu- 
merated as  follows:  Occasional  high  temperature,  turbidity,  the 
salts  and  organic  matter  which  they  contain,  and  their  pollution 
by  becoming  the  common  carriers  of  the  refuse  of  manufactur- 
ing establishments,  the  sewage  of  cities  and  dwellings,  and  the 
sipeage  from  grave-yards  when  contiguous  to  supply  stations. 
The  rivers  in  Europe  are  much  more  subject  to  contamination 
from  these  sources  than  American  streams.  The  so-called  pollu- 
tions from  tfome  manufacturing  establishments  are  absolutely 
harmless  or  beneficial  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  stream. 
For  instance,  as  a  rule  the  refuse  of  dye  establishments  are  in- 
noxious; the  products  of  lime,  soda,  and  potash  are  harml^s; 
coppera)B  or  sulphate  of  iron,  as  waste  material  from  some  Victo- 
ries, is  a  valuable  disinfectant  to  polluted  streams.  The  most 
dangerous  contaminations  of  rivers  are  doubtless  the  human  de- 
jecta from  large  manufacturing  establishments,  the  sewage  fVom 
cities  and  residences,  the  refuse  from  tanneries,  wool  establish- 
ments, slaughter-houses,  and  rendering  factories. 

Lakes  and  ponds,  as  a  general  rule,  are  less  objectionable  as  a 
water  supply  than  rivers,  from  the  fact  that  they  are  less  liable 
to  pollution  from  sewage,  manu&ctories,  grave-yards,  etc.,  and 
less  liable  to  become  turbid.  However,  if  the  lake  or  pond  is 
surrounded,  and  is  the  receptacle  for  the  drainage  of  cities,  man- 
ufactories, grave-yards,  or  polluted  streams,  then  its  waters  are 
most  objectionable,  for  still  water  does  not  afford  the  facilities 
for  self-purification  that  running  water  does.  Another  objection 
which  may  be  urged  against  lakes  and  ponds  is  the  facility  with 
which  the  lower  order  of  animal  and  vegetable  life  flourish  in 
their  immediate  vicinity. 

We  shall  next  consider  the  ground  water  as  a  source  of  supply, 
or  shallow  springs  and  wells,  which  constitute  the  principal  sources 
of  supply  for  the  rural  districts.    These  sources  are  invariably 
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the  rasolt  of  peroolatioQ  oi  meteorio  wator  through  the  soil  until 
it  meets  with  an  impermeable  stratum.  In  its  passage  throogh 
the  soil|  it  has  been  sabjected  to  sedimentation  and  filtration,  and 
has  absorbed  mineral  ooostituents  whioh  are  probablj  desirable  to 
its  oonstitntion  as  a  potable  water,  whilst  at  the  same  time  oxidaticm 
of  manj  noxioos  vegetable  matters  ocoursi  thus  giving  us  a  com- 
paratively pure  drioking  water. 

The  great  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  these  sources  of 
supply  is  the  character  or  surroundings  of  the  water  shed  whidi 
supplies  them.  The  earth  cannot  be  r^arded  as  a  reliable  filter 
in  all  cases,  and  if  the  water-bearing  stratum  is  of  shallow  depth 
and  the  surroundings  of  polluting  character,  the  character  of  the 
water  will  be  questionable.  Again,  polluted  surfiMse  water,  by 
constant  sedimentation,  will  leave  in  the  filtrating  strata  an  im- 
mense amount  of  objectionable  matter  to  be  acted  on. 

Our  springs  and  wells  are  very  liable,  and  almost  necessarily 
so  in  cities,  to  be  contaminated  by  surfiice  drainage.  Such  springs 
usually  occupy  the  lowest  ground  of  a  considerable  drainage  sur- 
ftoe,  and  when  such  surroundings  are  thickly  dotted  with  un- 
vaulted  privies,  stables,  and  objectionable  tenement  houses,  the 
character  of  the  water  can  be  imagined.  Such  are  the  conditions 
which  surround  our  springs  in  Nashville,  of  which  there  are 
quite  a  number,  and  from  which  a  large  percentage  of  the  poor 
population  draw  their  accustomed  water  supply  to  avoid  the  tax- 
ation incident  to  the  hydrant  supply. 

The  history  of  the  various  and  severe  cholera  epidemics  which 
have  at  different,  times  devastated  our  dty  has  proved  the  fisict 
that  these  springs  have  been  the  nidi  around  which  the  disease 
most  festered;  while  our  sister  city,  Edgefield,  using  cistern 
water,  enjoyed  entire  immunity  from  the  disease.  The  laity  in- 
sisted that  Nashville  was  scourged  and  Edgefield  escaped  from 
the  &ct  that  hard  or  mineral  water  was  used  in  the  first,  and 
soft,  or  cistern,  water  in  the  latter.  The  true  reason  probably 
lies  in  the  fiict  that  our  various  springs  received  the  drainage 
from  the  dqecta  of  cholera  patients.  Our  Health  Officer,  Dr. 
Mitchell,  has  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and 
Affiurs  the  closure  of  many  of  these  springs,  and  the  sufastitutioa 
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of  free  hjdrants  for  the  use  of  the  poor  population.  This  is  a 
mo«re  in  the  right  direction^  and  should  be  penfevered  in  until 
the  last  one  is  closed  to  public  use. 

The  severe  cholera  epidemic  which  occurred  in  this  city  in 
1878  was  brought  to  the  State  prison  by  convicts  transferred 
firom  Memphis  or  its  vicinity^  and  the  first  cases  occurred  at 
that  institution.  From  that  point  the  disease  spread  down  Lick 
Branchy  which  received  the  sewage  from  the  penitentiary.  Its 
next  points  of  attack  were  in  the(  neighborhood  of  the  various 
springs  used  by  a  population,  for  the  most  part,  ill  fed,  clothed, 
and  nourished,  and  whose  hygienic  surroundings  were  any  thing 
but  favorable.  Finally,  the  germs  found  a  lodgment  in  our  un- 
covered reservoir,  and  the  whole  city  tributary  to  its  system  be- 
came involved.  Edgefield  escaped,  in  my  judgment,  because  she 
used  covered  and  protected  cisterns  for  her  water  supply. 

The  Cumberland  Biver  is  undoubtedly  a  good  stream  from 
which  to  secure  a  water  supply,  the  principal  objections  to  its  use 
heretofore  being  its  occasional  tubidity^  and  the  fact  that  our 
water  was  secured  immediately  below  the  point  of  drainage  for 
four  or  five  large  cemeteries  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of 
the  river.  This  state  of  afiTairs  will  soon  be  remedied,  as  the  city 
is  now  constructing,  at  a  point  on  the  river  above  this  objection- 
able drainage,  a  filter,  said  to  be  after  the  most  approved  con- 
struction, and  a  new  pumping  station,  which  will  give  us  the  pros- 
pect in  the  future  of  a  reasonably  unobjectionable  water  supply. 

In  regard  to  temperature,  shallow  wells  and  springs  usually 
afford  us  the  coolest  beverage ;  while  in  springs  originating  from 
a  very  deep  source  and  from  some  artesian  wells  the  water  is  of 
such  a  high  temperature  as  to  render  it  unpotable. 

The  shallow  wells  and  springs  usually  contain  a  considerable 
amount  of  organic  matter.  Deep  ones  contain  but  a  trace,  but' 
are  generally  thoroughly  impregnated  with  mineral  salts. 

Deep  artesian  wells  are  so  expensive  and  so  doubtful  of  success 
in  furnishing  a  potable  supply  as  to  be  impracticable  for  general 
use.  Shallow  bored  wells  do  not  differ  from  those  already  con- 
sidered. 

The  general  belief  is  that  running  water  soon  purifies  itself. 
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This  is  a  fallacy,  which  numberless  experiments  have  proved. 
The  River  Commission  in  England  proved  that  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles  were  not  sufficient  to  purify  water  of  organic  matter. 
The  same  Commission  says:  ^'No  process  has  yet  been  devised 
of  cleaning  surface  water  once  contaminated  with  sewage  so  as  to 
make  it  safe  for  drinking/'  Dr.  De  Wolf  says :  ''Among  the 
numerous  processes  for  cleansing  of  polluted  water  with  which  we 
have  been  acquainted,  there  is  not  one  which  is  sufficiently  effect- 
ive to  warrant  the  use  for  drinking  of  water  which  has  once  been 
contaminated  by  sewage  or  noxious  animal  matter.'' 

Mr.  Talkard  (Prac.  Inst.  Cir.,  Eng.)  says :  "  Bearing  in  mind, 
then,t  he  influence,  or  rather  the  absence  of  appreciable  influenoe, 
of  mere  dilution,  and  the  difficulty  with  which  infectious  matter 
is  destroyed,  the  conclusion  that  once  contaminated  water  never 
purifies  itself  seems  inevitable." 

Per  contra.  Dr.  Tidy,  of  the  River  Commissioners,  says  that 
a  distance  of  ten  miles  is  sufficient  for  water  to  purify  itself. 
This  conclusion  is  probably  based  upon  the  fact  that  the  water 
examined  did  not  show  impurities  either  by  microscopical  or  chem- 
ical analysis;  but  it  is  not  conclusive,  that  such  did  not  exist  in 
an  attenuated  form,  in  which  shape  the  more  noxious  organic 
germs  are  found. 

Mr.  Latham  was  of  the  opinion  that  there  were  means,  no 
doubt,  by  which  the  very  foulest  water  could  be  purified,  and 
these  means  were  more  active  in  a  river  than  in  any  other  source 
of  supply. 

Mr.  Talkard  says:  ''The  chemists  are  powerless  to  help  the 
sanitarians  in  discriminating  between  wholesome  and  unwhole- 
some water." 

Dr.  E.  Frankland  says  "that  chemical  analysis  may  fail  to  de- 
tect any  thing  unusual  in  water  impregnated  with  the  excreta  of 
patients  suffering  from  contagious  disease." 

Mr.  Elkin  says  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  Latham  states  that  the  chemist  cannot  discover  the  most 
dangerous  impurities  in  running  water. 

Dr.  Thudicum  said  that  there  might  be  water  in  which  the 
chemist  could  not  discover  any  appreciable  amount  of  organic 
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matter,  yet  thej  would  oonvej  death  wherever  they  were  con- 
samed. 

Id  the  Prao.  Inst.  Cir.,  Eng.,  Mr.  Homershamy  Prof.  Tyndall, 
Mr.  Jabea  Hoog,  Mr.  Hartley,  and  Mr.  W.  Atkinson  give  the 
same  evidence,  showing  conclusively  that  the  chemist  cunnot 
always  be  relied  upon  to  detect  the  dangerous  impurities  in  water. 
By  this  it  is  not  meant  that  he  cannot  detect  the  ordinary  or-' 
ganic  matter,  but  the  germs  which  Mr.  Latham  characterizes  as 
''the  most  dangerous.''  The  microscopist  is  almost  as  powerless 
to  aid  us  in  the  determination  of  this  question ;  for  in  apparently 
pure  specimens  of  water  contaminated  by  the  dejecta  of  typhoid 
fever  or  cholera  he  might  find  nothing  unusual. 

Thus,  it  seems  that  both  chemistry  and  the  microscope  often 
fail  us  in  the  solution  of  the  question,  ''Is  a  water  potable?'' 
That  the  noxious  qualities  of  water  are  dependent  upon  organic 
matter,  either  vegetable  or  animacular,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion ;  but,  as  yet,  there  are  no  certain  means  of  determining  the 
existence  of  such  matter.  The  germs  of  most  diseases  are,  as 
yet,  undiscovered,  and  the  particular  mode  of  development  un- 
determined of  those  already  known  to  exist.  It  is  certain  that 
waters  apparently  pure  to  all  chemical  or  microscopical  tests  have 
been  most  efficient  agents  in  the  propagation  and  dissemination 
of  the  most  frightful  epidemics.  It  seems  certain  that  no  posi- 
tive means  are  known  for  reclaiming  water  once  polluted.  All 
the  expedients  put  in  practice  for  puriiying  water — such  as  sedi- 
mentation, aeration,  filtration,  distillation,  and  refrigeration — 
have  all  demonstrated  that  they  only  clarify,  not  purify.  It 
were  well  could  we  always  choose  water,  like  Csdsar's  wife, 
"above  suspicion."  Such,  however,  is  not  the  case;  and  with  our 
present  knowledge  of  the  subject,  the  best  means  of  avoiding 
contamination  is  to  select  water  from  such  sources  of  supply  as 
are  least  exposed  to  contamination. 

To  what  extent  are  waters  disease  producers  and  dissemina- 
tors? is  a  question  of  great  vital  interest.  This  question  has 
not  until  late  years  excited  to  any  very  considerable  extent  pub- 
lic attention.    Our  fathers  did  not  hesitate  to  locate  a  grave-yard 
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immediately  above  a  souroe  of  water  snpply,  as  witness  our  own 
and  many  other  cities. 

That  many  of  the  diseases  from  which  we  suffer  are  caused  by 
the  water  we  drink,  the  food  we  eat,  and  the  air  we  inhale,  is  a 
well-established  fact. 

The  cholera  epidemics  which  visited  Konigsberg  from  1831  to 
1836  were  investigated  by  Schiefferdecker  (Leber  die  Cholera  in 
der  Sehwerts),  who  ascertained  that  the  people  who  used  water 
from  the  polluted  wells  and  river  of  Pregel  suffered  greatly,  while 
those  who  secured  wat<;r  from  a  different  system  of  supply  es- 
caped with  impunity. 

In  1849  South  London  suffered  greatly  from  cholera.  That 
portion  of  the  city  received  its  water  nupply  from  two  companies 
— ^the  Southwark  and  Lambeth.  These  companies  drew  their 
supplies  from  a  very  polluted  portion  of  the  Thames,  then  very 
foul,  and  the  epidemic  was  fearful.  Two  years  afterward,  the 
Lambeth  Company  secured  a  purer  supply.  In  1864  another 
epidemic  occurred.  Dr.  Snow  investigated  it,  with  the  following 
results:  There  were  one  hundred  aod  fifty- three  deaths  in  a  given 
population  using  the  Southwark  water  to  twenty-six  using  the 
Lambeth  water.  The  mains  of  these  companies  ran  side  by  side. 
The  disease  selected  the  houses  supplied  by  the  Southwark  Com- 
pany, while  those  supplied  by  the  Lambeth  had  an  almost  im- 
munity. 

Dr.  Batcliffe  found  that  the  cholera  epidemic  of  1866  was  cir- 
cumscribed to  the  area  of  the  East  London  Water  Company. 

Dr.  Tarter  says  that  in  five  towns  of  Silesia,  in  which  water 
was  supplied  from  a  distance,  and  protected  from  pollution  cholera 
rarely  appeared,  while  neighboring  towns  suffered. 

Dr.  Bellot  investigated  the  Holland  epidemic  of  1836,  and 
found  that  towns  in  which  rain  water  only  was  used  there  were 
only  imported  cases ;  while  in  those  localities  where  well  and 
canal  waters  were  used  cholera  was  prevalent  in  an  epidemic 
form,  and  in  those  localities  where  a  purer  water  was  furnished 
the  cholera  disappeared. 

Dr.  Chandler  reports  that  in  the  epidemic  in  New  York,  1866, 
that  the  cholera  was  spread  by  the  use  of  water  from  a  certain 
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well,  and  that  the  use  of  water  from  Van  Brant's  street  pomp 
caosed  the  disease  in  fifty  families  in  Brooklyn. 

Dr.  West  Lord,  states  that  the  death-rate  has  been  lower  in 
Calontta  since  the  city  was  supplied  with  better  water. 

Dr.  Penlenkoffer  reports  that  many  towns  in  Germany  have 
escaped  a  visitation  of  the  cholera  since  better  water  was  sup- 
plied and  more  thorough  drainage  established. 

Dr.  Prout  says  that  ti)ie  use  of  water  of  bad  quality  is  one  of 
the  most  common  causes  of  cholera. 

Dr.  Lerebonllet  has  made  the  same  observation  {Progress 
MedioaU,  1884.) 

The  great  German  investigator,  Koch,  declares  that  polluted 
water  is  a  most  potent  agent  in  the  production  and  spread  of  the 
disease,  and  the  best  way  to  avoid  it  is  to  use  pure  water. 

Dr.  Stokes,  in  his  lectures,  instances  th^case  of  a  certain  Irish 
village  which  enjoyed  exemption  from  typhoid  fever, while  all  its 
neighbors  were  scourged.  Tet  surrounding  conditions  were  the 
same,  save  in  one  particular,  its  water  supply  was  excellent,  and 
unpolluted  by  the  inhabitants. 

Sir  Wm.  Jenner  says  the  spread  of  typhoid  fever ^^by^germs  is 
less  attributable  than  cholera,  that  the  bowel  excreta  supplied 
with  drinking  water  is  the  most  efficient  cause  of  the  spread  of 
the  disease  in  any  locality,  and  that  the  difference  of  the  disease 
in  any  locality  is  governed  by  such  pollutions  of  their  drinking 
water. 

It  is  stated  that  an  epidemic  occurred  in  a  Yorkshire  College, 
caused  by  the  dejections  of  two  students  affected  by  the  disease, 
gaining  access  to  the  well,  through  a  defective  sewer-pipe. 

At  Caterham,  England,  a  well  sink  polluted  the  water  supply, 
and  Dr.  Throne  traced  an  epidemic,  involving  eight  hundred 
people,  to  this  cause.  To  the  same  cause  was  traced  an  outbreak 
in  a  Bavarian  convent,  when  the  use  of  the  water  ceased,  the  epi- 
demic disappeared. 

Dr.  Parkes  gives  a  pertinent  illustration  of  the  fact  that  in  the 
village  of  Nunney  typhoid  fever  dejections  secured  access  to  a 
certain  stream,  from  which  the  inhabitants  secured  their  driuking 
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water.    Ten  per  cent,  of  the  inhabitants  were  attacked  with  the 
disease. 

The  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Healthy  1876,  propounded 
one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  questions  in  regard  to  general 
water  pollution,  receiving  ninety  affirmative  replies ;  three  sent 
no  report  of  resulting  disease;  forty-four  reported  typhoid 
fever,  six  dysentery,  four  scarlet  fever,  two  cerebronqpinal  men- 
ningitis,  and  eleven  simply  disease. 

T.  Spencer  Wells  says :  ^'  Decomposing  human  remains  so 
pollute  the  earth,  air,  and  water  as  to  diminish  the  general 
health  and  the  average  duration  of  human  life  among  our 
people/' 

Prof.  Brande  found  a  well  near  a  church-yard,  the  water  of 
which  had  acquired  color  and  odor  from  the  grave, 

Leporte  found  a  well  at  St.  Didier,  three  hundred  feet  from  a 
grave-yard,  containing  ammoniacal  salts  and  organic  matter,  be- 
coming putrid  and  vapid  to  the  taste  soon  after  being  drawn. 

Eastric  states,  that  during  the  Peninsular  war  the  English 
troops  suffered  from  fevers  and  dysentery,  caused  by  drinking 
water  contaminated  by  the  graves  of  their  soldier  companions. 

Adams  relates  that  a  certain  plague  existed  in  Barbary.  Those 
who  drank  water  percolating  through  a  cemetery  were  alone  af- 
fected, while  the  rest  escaped. 

Beinhert  records  that  the  victims  of  a  certain  cattle  plagae, 
which  existed  at  Dresden,  were  buried  a  dozen  feet  beneath  the 
surface  of  the  ground ;  a  year  afterwards  the  water  in  a  well, 
situated  one  hundred  feet  distant,  contained  lime,  and  was  fcetid. 
Koch,  Pasteur,  and  Darwin  all  contend  that  the  mediae  through 
which  these  disease  bearing  germs  are  borne  are  earth,  air  and^ 
water. 

A  case  is  reported  in  the  New  York  Board  of  Health  Reports 
of  typhoid  fever  caused  by  drinking  milk  from  cattle  using 
water  from  a  polluted  pond. 

We  think  we  have  given  sufficient  authorities  to  establish  the 
fact  that  water  may  be  so  contaminated  as  to  produce  disease, 
and  very  materially  assist  in  its  difiiision.    As  compared  to  the 
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ur,  it  18  andoubtedly  mach  more  potent  in  this  respeot  of  the 
two  for  evil. 

And  noW|  in  conolusion,  as  it  aeems  that  we  do  not  know 
what  is,  or  what  is  not,  good  water,  we  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  tests  for  potable  water.  They  are  taken  from  the^most 
reliable  of  all  the  publications  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — the 
Soientifie  American.  They  are  simple  tests  that  any  one  may  try. 
They  are  as  follows: 

Tut  far  Hard  or  Soft  Water. — Dissolve  a  small  quantity  of 
good  soap  in  alcohol.  Let  a  few  drops  fall  into  a  glass  of  water. 
If  it  turns  milky,  it  is  hard;  if  not,  it  is  soft. 

Ted  far  Earthy  Matters  or  Alkali, — Take  litmus  paper  dipped 
in  vinegar,  and  if,  on  immersion,  the  paper  returns  to  its  true 
shade,  the  water  does  not  contain  earthy  matter  or  alkali.  If  a 
few  drops  of  syrup  be  added  to  a  water  containing  an  earthy 
matter,  it  will  turn  green. 

Teet  for  (jarbonie  Add. — ^Take  equal  parts  of  water  and  clear 
lime  water.  If  combined  or  free  carbonic  acid  is  present,  a  pre- 
cipitate is  seen,  to  which,  if  a  few  drops  of  muriatic  acid  be 
added,  an  effervescence  commences. 

Test  for  Magnesia. — Boil  the  water  to  a  twentieth  part  of  its 
weight,  and  then  drop  a  few  grains  of  neutral  carbonate  of  am- 
monia into  a  glass  of  it,  and  a  few  drops  of  phosphate  of  soda. 
If  magnesia  be  present,  it  will  fall  to  the  bottom. 

Test  for  Iron. — 1.  Boil  a  little  nut  gall,  and  add  to  the  water. 
If  nt  turns  gray  or  slate,  black  iron  is  present.  2.  Dissolve  a 
little  prussiate  of  potash,  and,  if  iron  be  present,  it  will  turn 
blue. 

Test  for  Lime — Into  a  glass  of  water  put-  two  drops  of  oxalic 
acid  and  blow  upon.     If  it  gets  milky,  lime  is  present. 

Test  for  Acid. — Take  a  piece  of  litmus  paper.  If  it  turns 
red,  there  must  be  acid.  If  it  precipitates  on  adding  lime  water, 
it  is  carbonic  acid.  If  a  blue  sugar  paper  is  turned  red,  it  is  a 
mineral  acid. 
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INAUGURAL  ADDRESS  BEFORE  THE  PAUL  P.  EVE 
MEDICAL  SOCIETY.^ 


BY 

W.  F,  CRUNK,  M^.,  OP  8HELBYVILLB,  TENN. 


OerUlemen  of  the  Paul  F.  Eve  Medical  Society : 

Before  alluding  to  the  purposes  for  which  we  have  just  com- 
pleted our  organization,  allow  me  to  express  my  thanks  for  the 
honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  in  making  me  your  President. 
My  gratitude  for  the  compliment  I  can  but  feebly  utter  in  words, 
and  therefore  hope  that  it  may  be  fully  shown  by  the  zeal  and 
interest  I  shall  manifest  in  the  future  progress  of  our  Society.  I 
hope  I  fully  realize  the  responsibility  devolving  upon  me,  and 
ask  each  and  every  member,  so  far  as  they  can^  to  assist  me  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties,  and  in  earnest  efforts  to  keep  a  grow- 
ing interest  in  our  enterprise. 

Gentlemen,  I  need  not  refer  to  any  thing  in  the  past  to  con- 
vince you  that  nearly  all  the  great  achievements  the  world  has 
ever  known  have  been  the  result  of  personal  conferences.  Upon 
these  to-day  are  based  the  wisdom  of  every  State  constitution 
where  good  government  is  maintained  and  liberty  is  protected. 
Go  into  our  halls  of  science,  and  we  find  that  their  greatest 
developments  are  the  results  of  associated  labor.  Take  our  own 
profession,  and  how  many  diseases  can  we  mention  which  have 
required  the  combined  mental  skill  of  our  most  eminent  physi- 
cians tof fully  diagnose  and  ascertain  the  curative  medicines.  So, 
I  say,  it  is  useless  to  refer  to  these,  because  yon  are  already  con- 
vinced of  this  truth. 

What  I  wish  most  especially  to  call  your  attention  to,  is  that 
our  organization  takes  in  the  whole  field  of*our  profession,  and 
that  it  does  not  follow  that  because  we  find  certain  cases  wherein 
certain  remedies  are  universally  applied  that  it  is  a  settled  ques- 

^  Published  by  the  unanimous  request  of  the  Society. 
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tion  in  medicine,  and  needs  no  further  investigation  on  our  part. 
It  is  our  duty  to  delve  into  the  most  simple  mysteries  of  our 
profession,  and  know  for  ourselves  whether  the  old,  settled  modes 
of  procedure  be  correct  or  not.  In  other  words,  we  should  know 
for  ourselves  upon  our  own  personal  examination,  and  not  let 
onr  knowledge  be  simply  the  adoption  of  the  views  of  others, 
untested  by  our  judgment. 

The  institution  wtih  which  we  have  linked  our  fortunes  is 
based  upon  this  idea,  and  in  our  own  coattendant  Society  we 
should  strive  to  operate  upon  the  same  basis.  By  each  and  every 
member  of  this  Society  making  it  a  personal  matter  with  himself 
to  attend  our  meetings,  and  take  a  part  in  the  discussions,  whether 
an  appointee  or  not  for  the  especial  occasion,  we  can  assure  our- 
selves that  the  benefit  we  will  derive  is  almost  inestimable. 

The  traditions  of  our  wisest  physicians  show  us  that,  when 
in  the  midst  of  their  practice,  the  life  of  a  patient  is  surely 
slipping  away  from  them;  when  the  brain  has  exhausted  itself 
in  the  search  of  remedies,  the  Society  discussions  while  they  were 
at  school  would  rush  through  their  minds,  and  with  them  some 
suggestive  remedy  for  the  disease  at  hand  not  yet  tried.  Hope 
seices  the  idea,  the  remedy  is  applied,  and  this  is  the  first  means 
the  physician  could  see  by  which  the  life  of  his  sufiering  patient 
oonld  be  saved.  It  is  thus  that  our  science  as  well  as  all  others 
are  the  result  of  personal  experience,  together  with  personal  con- 
ferences; and  the  greater  degree  to  which  these  are  carried  the 
greater  will  be  the  perfection  of  our  science, 

A  single  glance  at  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  last 
decade  is  a  sufficient  notice  to  us  of  what  our  duty  is.  So,  then, 
I  am  proud  of  this  opportunity  of  urging  a  lively  interest  in  our 
Society,  knowing  that  the  result  of  this  we  will  feel  in  the  years 
to  come. 

And  now  in  conclusion,  gentlemen,  let  me  say  the  occasion 
that  gathers  us  together  to-night  is  a  pleasant  one.  We  who 
have  left  the  joys  and  comforts  of  happy  homes  to  come  among 
strangers  to  toil  and  work  for  our  chosen  profession  in  this  beau- 
tifbl  city  of  the  old  Volunteer  State  of  Tennessee.  It  is  an  oc- 
pUsioD  when  the  memory  of  other  days  will  &11  upon  us  with  the 
2bp 
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token  of  genial  snnbeams  in  oar  hearts,  thinking  of  the  members 
of  the  Paul  F.  Eve  Sooiety  who  have  been  separated  from  os ; 
and  in  years  to  come,  if  we  should  chanoe  to  meet,  we  will  meet 
each  other  with  that  cordial  grasp  of  the  hand,  and  each  one  of 
us  will  remember  the  pleasant  scenes  and  associations  that  can 
never  be  forgotten  in  this  hall.  Students  will  meet  students 
with  a  warmth  of  feeling  that  tells  as  plainly  as  a  whis|)er  in  the 
ear  of  the  joy  of  our  meeting  here,  while  a  silent  tear  will  start 
from  our  eyes  as  the  name  of  some  fallen  ones  who  have  passed 
away,  and  who  there  sleep  under  the  sod. 

And  now  to  my  fellow-classmates,  who  hail  from  the  North* 
west  and  the  mountains  of  the  East  and  the  beautiful  snowy 
cotton-fields  of  the  South.  Allow  me,  in  behalf  the  Tennesseans 
assembled  here,  to  welcome  you  to  our  grand  old  State,  and  to 
say  to  you  from  the  North,  that  we  live  in  a  reunited  country ; 
that  the  people  of  our  grand  republic  are  no  longer  aliens  and 
enemies,  but,  thank  God,  we  all  live  under  one  grand  flag.  We 
are  glad  that  you  have  come  among  us,  so  that  you  can  see  more 
of  the  Southerner,  and  in  the  destiny  of  our  great  country,  the 
Southern  man  feels  as  much  pride  and  patriotism  as  his  Northern 
brother.  The  feeling  of  the  war  are  forgotten  with  us.  We 
are  rejoiced  to  know  that  we  have  medical  schools  springing  np 
in  the  South  as  well  as  in  the  North ;  and  by  the  touch  of  the 
magician's  wand  from  our  hills  and  valleys,  the  grand  strides 
made  by  our  people  have  astonished  the  world.  Our  young 
men,  by  their  heads  and  hearts,  have  shown  to  the  world  that  it 
is  adversity  that  develops  true  worth.  The  Southern  woman,  a 
noble  type  of  her  sex,  bowed  like  a  flower  with  the  dew-drops  of 
morning,  has  lifted  her  head  to  proudly  glitter  in  the  dazzling 
radiance  of  the  rising  sun  of  Southern  prosperity,  and  Southern 
power. 

But  while  we  rejoice  in  this  meeting  to-night,  our  hearts  can 
but  gratefully  and  kindly  turn  to  one  of  the  grandest  men  whom 
the  world  has  ever  known,  and  for  whom  our  Society  is  named — 
one  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  this  grand  institution;  and 
it  was  through  him,  although  he  sleeps  in  his  silent  grave  to-night 
in  a  sister  State — I  say  it  was  be  who  conceived  the  plan  and 
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origiDatecl  this  saocesafhl  institution.  He  is  absent  from  as  to- 
night, yet  he  is  most  ably  represented  here  in  the  persons  of  two 
of  his  sons,  perfect  specimens  of  physical  manhood  as  their  most 
worthy  sire,  courteous,  gentlemanly,  and  in  every  way  well  qual- 
ified to  wear  his  distinguished  mantle;  and  by  their  energy^ 
patience,  and  indomitable  will,  aided  by  their  talented  and  gifted 
colleagues,  will  continue  in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  to  press 
forward  their  good  work,  and  place  this  institution  in  the  very 
front  rank  among  the  educational  enterprises  of  our  progressive 
country. 

And  now,  gentlemen,  again  thanking  you  for  the  honor  con- 
ferred on  me,  I  announce  that  the  Society  is  ready  to  proceed 
with  the  regular  business. 


NATURE^q  EFFORT  AT  GETTING  RID  OF  A  FOR- 

EIGN  SUBSTANCE  IN  THE  ALIMENTARY 

CANAL. 

BY 
O.  SNEED,  M.P.,  OF  m'KENZIE,  TENN. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1886, 1  was  called  to  see  a  negro  child, 
8Dt.  7  weeks.  Its  mother  stated  that  ^'  one  of  its  ribs  was  coming 
through  its  belly.'^ 

On  a  careful  examination  of  the  child,  I  noticed  the  appear- 
ance of  an  abscess  on  the  right  side  of  the  abdomen,  just  a  little 
to  one  side  and  above  the  umbilicus,  which  the  mother  stated 
that  she  had  opened  with  a  sharp-pointed  pocket-knife  two  days 
before.  It  was  discharging  pus  in  abundance.  Noticing  some- 
thing at  the  place  from  whence  the  pus  was  welling  up  that  did 
not  seem  to  belong  there,  I  grasped  it  with  a  pair  of  dressing 
forceps,  and  drew  from  the  absc'»s8  cavity  the  blossom  end  of  a 
'*  broom-corn  stalk,''  with  eighteen  straws  attached  to  the  stalk, 
and  measuring  in  length  four  inches;  and,  to  my  surprise,  it  was 
well  wrapped  and  bound  around  witb  the  long  hair  of  a  white 
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woman.  The  foreign  substanoe  must  have  passed  by  ulcerating 
through  the  upper  part  of  ascending  colon.  The  child  having 
been  nursed  by  a  small  boy^  its  brother,  I  suppose  he  gave  the 
child  to  pacify  it  the  bundle  of  broom-straws,  which  had  been 
wrapped  together  by  some  woman,  used  as  a  tooth-brush,  and 
dropped  on  the  floor. 

The  nurse  gave  it  to  his  little  brother  to  please  him,  who  at 
once  put  it  into  his  mouth  and  swallowed  it.  It  passed  on  to 
the  colon,  and  then  became  lodged,  and,  infringing  against  the 
walls  of  the  bowel,  acted  as  an  irritant,  produced  ulceration,  the 
resulting  abscess,  and  was  withdrawn  by  me  on  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber. At  this  writing  (October  17tb),  the  child  is  doing  well, 
the  abscess  entirely  healed,  and  everything  seems  all  right. 


f^firresfiottdeme. 


LEGISLATIVE  ENACTMENT  FOR  MEDICINE. 


Gambles,  Tenn.,  November  10, 1886. 
lb  the  Editors  of  the  Southern  PraotUimer : 

As  the  subjects  of  vital  statistics  and  medical  legislation  seem 
to  be  a  ^'  free  fight,''  and  as  it  concerns  every  practitioner  of  med- 
icine in  Tennessee,  I  take  the  liberty  to  send  you  this  communi- 
cation. 

I  have  carefully  read  Dr.  Fite's  communication  to  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  must  say 
that  I  heartily  concur  with  the  Doctor  in  the  main,  but  differ  in 
some  points  of  minor  detail. 

Dr.  Fite  says  that ''  without  we  know  who  and  what  consti- 
tutes, under  the  law,  a  physician,  vital  statistics  would  be  a  farce 
and  a  sham,"  and  then  adds  that  the  failure  of  the  late  vital  sta- 
tistics act  was  from  that  cause.  So  far  as  regards  this  particular 
portion  of  the  Oommoowealth,  the  Doctor's  statement  is  as  true 
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aa  gospel ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it  is  so  of  other  portions 
of  the  State.    ' 

We  need  a  good  vital  statistics  law,  and  must  have  it ;  but  it 
will  aooomplish  nothing  so  long  as  Tennessee  is  infested  with  the 
quacks  and  knaves  that  now  roam  at  liberty  over  her  domain. 
What  would  statistics  reported  by  such  doctors  be  worth  to 
science?  How  are  we  to  know  them?  Their  ear- marks  are  not 
always  visible;  and  if  they  make  reports^  will  their  diagnosis  be 
correct?    If  it  is  not,  of  what  account  will  be  their  reports? 

It  is  a  crying  shame  that  so  grand  a  State  as  ours  should  have 
no  record  of  the  prevailing  types  of  disease  that  affects  our  pop- 
ulation at  different  times  and  places^  and  no  record  of  marriages^ 
births,  and  deaths;  but  such  will  continue  to  be  the  case  until  we 
can  get  a  law  that  will  clearly  define  who  and  what  constitutes  a 
physician.  Accuracy  in  diagnosis  or  failure  in  vital  statistics  is 
inevitable,  and  accuracy  in  diagnosis  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  compelling  the  medical  practitioners  to  qualify  themselves ; 
and  that  can  only  be  attained  through  a  good  practical  law,  rig- 
orously enforced,  requiring  every  graduate  and  every  undergrad- 
uate to  appear  before  an  impartial,  just,  non-political,  and 
thoroughly  competent  board,  there  to  be  carefully  examined,  in 
order  that  his  or  her  qualifications  may  be  made  known  and  cer- 
tified to,  or  their  incompetency  ascertained,  and  then  relegated  to 
the  rear,  there  to  follow  an  honest  calling,  or  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  the  responsible  duties  of  physicians  and  surgeons. 

I  have  often  heard  the  learned  and  beloved  Bowling  declare 
that  '^  medicine  and  things  medical  belong  to  medical  men,''  and, 
like  his  students  generally,  believed  that  what  he  said  could  not 
be  wrong,  and  that  belief  is  very  strong  to  this  good  day.  But 
it  seems  to  me  that  if  medical  men  will  prepare  a  vital  statistics 
bill  and  a  bill  'to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  the  legis- 
lators endorse  them,  and  the  Governor  approves  them,  and  affixes 
the  great  seal  of  State,  and  the  Boaids  of  Health  undertake  their 
execution,  that  will  eminently  be  things  medical  in  the  hands  of 
medical  men.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  the  cause  of  the  oppo- 
sition to  such  laws  by  many  of  our  most  distinguished  teachers 
and  practitioners.      Kevertheless,  as  Dr.  Fite  has  pointed  out, 
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such  opposition  does  exist,  and  from  the  best  talent  the  State 
contains.  Perhaps  these  distin^  uished  gentlemen  are  not  bronght 
into  daily  contact  with  the  stupendous  ignoronce  of  a  consider- 
able class  of  so-called  regular  practitioners  of  the  present  day ; 
perhaps  they  have  not  seen  typhoid  fever  treated  for  worms; 
perhaps  they  have  not  been  called  to  assist  instrumental  delivery 
a  week  before  labor  commenced;  perhaps  they  have  not  l>een 
called  upon  to  assist  in  an  operation  for  a  pelvic  hsematocele  when 
none  existed,  and  no  sign  of  one.  From  another  class,  perhaps, 
they  have  not  seen  a  common  wart  gravely  pronounced  a  cancer, 
and  saw  a  plaster  of  chlor.  zinc  applied,  for  which  the  sum  of 
.thirty-five  dollars  first  had  to  be  obtained  at  a  sacrifice  of  double 
that  amount  of  property  that  could  ill  be  spared  I  Perhaps  the 
law-makers  themselves  have  never  seen  such  sights;  hence,  their 
apathy  on  the  subject.  Nevertheless,  such  scenes  have  been 
enacted,  and  doubtless  will  be  again,  unless  the  '' powers  that  be'' 
interfere  to  prevent  it. 

Recently,  in  conversation  with  a  candidate  for  legislative  hon- 
ors, this  subject  was  introduced,  to  which  he  replied  that  the 
only  cause  for  opposing  such  a  measure  that  he  could  see  was  the 
fear  that  if  such  a  law  was  to  be  enacted  the  poor  could  not  get 
a  doctor  when  they  needed  one.  I  stated  to  that  gentleman  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  charity  practice  was  done  by  the  reputable, 
conscientious  physicians;,  that  the  insatiable  greed  of  the  charla- 
tan recognizes  no  charity,  and  such  a  law  would  not  injure  the 
poor,  but  react  to  the  good  of  alL  Observation  bears  me  out  in 
the  assertion. 

The  point  of  difference  with  Dr.  Fite,  is  the  advice  he  seems  to 
adopt:  ''Commence  low  and  build  up.  Do  not  interfere  with 
the  practitioners  who  are  at  work.''  I  can  advocate  no  such 
doctrine.  Let  us  have  a  good  law,  or  none.  Give  us  a  fiiir  and 
impartial  board  that  knows  its  duty,  and  will  do  it  well.  Send 
us  all  before  it,  graduate  and  non-graduate,  to  stand  a  close  ex- 
amination, and  let  merit  win.  Such  a  measure*  may  halt  yon 
and  me  for  a  season,  gentle  reader,  but  we  would  rise  and  oome 
again,  refreshed  in  mind  and  body. 

BespectfuUy,  C.  D.  McNabb,  M.D. 
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AN  OPEN  LETTER  AGAINST  LEGISLATION  IN  RE- 
GARD TO  MEDICINE. 


BY 
J.  W.  DAVIS^  M.D.f  SMBYNA^  TENN. 


Oar  friend,  Dr.  C.  C.  Fite,  Beems  still  to  be  at  unrest  in  his 
mind  about  the  welfare  of  the  good  people  of  our  grand  old 
State  of  Tennessee — a  people  who  have  always  been  amply  able 
to  take  care  of  themselves,  since  the  day  they  left  the  Carolinas 
and  the  Old  Dominion  to  settle  at  the  '^  Watauga/'  I  want  Dr. 
Fite,  and  the  committee  to  whom  he  addresses  his  open  letter,  to 
look  at  the  people  and  the  doctors  of  our  Commonwealth,  and 
notice  the  proud  bearing  of  both  people  and  doctors;  see  the  in- 
timate relations  existing  between  the  people  and  their  family 
physicians.  They  love,  respect,  and  defend  their  good  names 
against  all  pretenders  and  quacks ;  whilst  the  doctors  are  proud 
of  their  love  and  confidence,  and  labor  faithfully  and  constantly 
to  perform  every  duty  expected  at  their  hands^  The  good  doctor 
may  be  compared,  not  inaptly,  to  the  good  shepherd  in  the  Script- 
ure, for  he  will  lay  down  his  life  for  nis  people  I  And  it  always 
makes  me  feel  ashamed  when  I  hear  of  any  man  who  sprang 
from  the  loins  of  our  noble  ancestry  asking  for  a  law  to  r^ulate 
the  practice  of  medicine  among  sueh  people  and  such  doctors. 
As  well  ask  for  a  law  to  regulate  the  rules  of  politeness.  There 
is  no  necessity  for  the  law. 

Beally,  there  is  no  need  for  a  law  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Tennessee.  It  is  a  slur  upon  our  people,  and  doctors, 
— a  disrespect  and  odium  cast  upon  our  medical  schools;  for  the 
law  can  do  nothing  more  than  set  up  a  little  irresponsible  exam- 
ining board  at  each  county  seat  to  sit  in  judgment  upon  their 
fellow-practitioners — their  rivcUs  maybe — who  have  diplomas  from 
some  of  our  best  medical  schools.  If  a  diploma  from  a  good 
£Biculty  of  medical  teachers  is  worth  nothing,  what  is  a  certificate 
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Arom  this  little  board  worth?  Ah^  they  say:  We  don't  examine 
graduates ;  bat  the  advice  is  to  '^  commence  very  low,  and  to  work 
up/'    But  we  will  not  beg  the  question^  as  is  sometimes  said. 

Many  men  can,  and  do,  practice  medicine  well  who  never  grad- 
uated, and  who  could  not  stand  a  creditable  examination  on  all 
the  various  branches  of  medicine  as  taught  in  our  schools  at  this 
time^  As  I  said  once  on  this  subject  before^  we  must  have  cir- 
cuit riders  in  medicine  as  well  as  in  theology. 

As  to  quacks  and  other  pretenders  coming  from  other  States,  it 
all  moonshine^  fol-de-rol.  They  could  not  make  enough  in  Ten- 
nessee to  take  them  back  to  where  they  came  from.  I  was  in 
hopes  that  Dr.  Fite  would  get  clear  of  his  hallucination  on  this 
subject  when  he  got  in  the  purer  air  of  his  mountain  home,  near 
Knoxville. 


Deep  Bbeathino. — The  lungs  seem  in  a  sense  to  be  scav- 
engers—«s  one  of  the  products  of  decomposition,  carbonic  acid 
appears,  as  we  know  in  the  tissues  of  the  body  ;  from  them  it  is 
taken  up  by  the  blood,  carried  to  the  lungs  and  exhaled  from  the 
pulmonary  mucous  membrane  as  a  gas.  The  expired  air  contains 
four  per  cent  of  its  volume  of  carbonic  acid  and  a  series  of  ex- 
periments made  by  French  scientists  proved  that  this  amount 
varied  in  different  individuals,  depending  upon  the  lung  capacity. 
It  follows,  then,  that  since  every  part  of  the  organism  is  suscepti- 
ble of  culture,  the  capacity  of  the  lungs  can  be  increased,  not 
only  as  to  the  amount  of  air  they  can  inhale,  but  also  the  length 
of  time  that  air  can  be  retained  in  the  lungs.  Of  course  an  in- 
creasing time  is  given  for  the  interchange  of  gasses,  there  is  a 
more  prolonged  inter-communication  between  the  ''residual'' 
and  the  inhaled  air,  the  carbonic  acid  is  necessarily  exhaled  in  a 
greater  quantity,  and  since  the  lungs  cannot  in  a  state  of  health 
remain  empty,  the  cells  are  richer  in  oxygen  and  the  blood  by 
contact  becomes  purer. 

Oxygenized  blood  is  as  essential  to  health  and  to  growth,  as  it 
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18  inimical  to  disease.  The  oligeot  of  sanitation,  as  of  medtoine,  is 
to  make  the  fluid  apon  which  life's  processes  depend  better  fitted 
for  its  function,  as  a  natural  sequence  of  perfectly  healthy  blood 
is  nutrition  and  growth  of  the  body. 

Careful  observation  of  one  hundred  moderately  healthy  chil- 
dren between  seven  and  fourteen  years  will  afford  proof  of  the 
statement  that  not  more'  than  ten  per  cent.,  if  as  many,  use  their 
lungs  to  their  full  capacity,  few  have  perfectly  erect  carriage, 
many  have  varied  degrees  of  round  shoulders,  while  not  a  few 
oarry  the  head  in  advance  of  the  body. 

It  would  seem  to  be  one  of  the  duties  of  the  family  physician 
to  call  the  mother's  attention  to  this  need  of  the  child,  and  by 
instruction  in  the  meaning  of  the  few  rules  here  suggested  th^ 
littie  one  may  be  taught  to  get  the  very  most  out  of  the  air  with 
which  she  is  surrounded. 

To  Pradio€  Deep  Breathing. 

1.  Stand  erect,  the  feet  separated,  the  right  slightly  in  ad- 
vanoe. 

2.  Shoulder  and  head  in  natural  position. 

3.  Hands  lying  tightly  on  the  abdomen,  the  fingers  pointing 
to  the  umbilicus.  Compliance  with  this  rule  enables  the  child  to 
be  sure  she  is  using  the  abdominal  as  well  as  the  pectoral  mus- 
cles in  respiration. 

4.  Empty  the  lungs  of  air ;  then  dose  the  month. 

6.  Inhale  slowly  through  the  nostrils  using  abdominal  as  well 
as  obest  muscles.  (The  lungs  thus  receive  the  utmost  possible 
amount  of  pore  oiygen  and  the  muscles  have  exercise.) 

6.  Hold  the  bteath  as  long  as  possible,  and  meanwhile  use  the 
ordinary  calisthenic  exercises. 

7.  Never  exercise  except  with  the  chest  well  expanded  with 
air. 

8.  Exhale  slowly,  enunciating  the  vowel  sounds  as  the  air 
passes  the  lips. 

It  is  well  to  call  the  attention  to  the  fact  that  when  the  child 
begins  these  lessons  she  makes  many  mistakes.  The  lungs  are 
not  half  filled,  the  exercises  are  nervously  executed,  and  of  course 
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are  imperfect,  and  she  oatches  her  breath  between  the  vowd 
aounds.  SometimeB  she  inhales  With  undue  foroe^  holds  the 
breath  until  the  face  is  flushed,  and  disziness  is  oomplained  of; 
but  do  not  let  her  be  discouraged.  Vires  (icquirU  eundo.  In  a 
fortnight  the  rules  are  acquired,  and  practice  produces  the  de- 
sired results. 

The  habit  of  deep  breathing  once  fixed,  the  proper  develop- 
ment of  the  voice  will  come  in  its  order,  and  besides  being  con- 
ducive to  health,  the  wise  use  of  the  respiratory  organs  will  be 
an  aid  in  acquiring  that  most  delightful  accomplishment  for  our 
daughters,  reading  and  speaking  well. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  there  is  great  advantage  to  the 
growing  c^ild  in  properly  training  him  in  the  direction  of  deep 
breathing,  as  it  not  only  oxygenates  the  blood  and  tissues  to  bet- 
ter advantage  but  develops  the  chest  muscles,  and  stimulates  the 
child  in  the  direction  of  increased  energy  physical  and  mental. 
The  remark  that  has  very  properly  been  made  regarding  beer 
drinkers,  '^  drink  beer  and  tl^ink  beer,'^  may  well  be  made  to  ap- 
ply in  this  connection :  breath  deeply  good  pure  air  and  think 
deeply  good  pure  thoughts. 

In  addition  to  teaching  the  importance  of  this  subject,  the 
family  physician  should  impress  upon  the  minds  of  the  patients 
under  his  care  th^  importance  of  breathing  through  the  nose 
rather  than  through  the  mouth.  Nature  intended  the  nose  as  a 
breathing  organ  as  well  as  a  smelling  one ;  in  fact,  the  latter  func- 
tion is  adjunct  to  the  first,  as,  warned  by  the  sense  of  smell,  the 
air  which  contains  offensive  and  injurious  odors  cap  be  avoided. 

The  nose  as  a  breathing  organ  warms  the  air  and  drains  it  (by 
means  of  the  free  distribution  of  hairs  within  the  nostrils  which 
act  as  a  sieve)  of  its  irritating  particles,  thus  rendering  it  more 
fit  for  absorption  through  the  capillary  vessels  of  the  lungs. 
Some  nation  has  a  proverb  which  in  substance  says  :  Fear  not  the 
man  who  breathes  with  his  mouth  open. 

Children  who  breathe  habitually  through  their  mouths  are 
much  more  prone  to  disease  of  the  air  passages  of  both  the  con- 

5estive  and  infectious  class.    Impress  tne  child  with  this  maxim  : 
'alk  and  eat  with  the  mouth,  smell  and  breathe  with  the  nose. — 
Weekly  Medical  Review. 
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Some  Pbactigal  Sugqbstionb  ok  thb  Trbatmbnt  or 
DlPTHEBiA.^ — Diptheria  is  a  common  disease^  and  it;  is  one  of 
the  most  fatal.  As  one  illuHtration  of  many,  in  five  jears  there 
were  17^98  oases  in  New  York  alone  and  7,263  deaths.  It  is  a 
disease  that  every  physician  will  be  called  to  treat  sooner  or  later, 
and  being  called  must  act  promptly.  This  is  not  the  place  for  a 
long  essay  upon  the  different  theories  of  diptheritic  contagion 
and  progress;  rather  let  us  enter  at  once  upon  the  discussion  of 
the  practical  questions  involved  in  conducting  the  disease  to  a 
&vorable  issue. 

Let  me  very  briefly  sketch  the  manner  of  invasion  according 
conclusions  which  seem  most  reasonable  and  are  by  many  ac- 
cepted : 

1.  Diphtheria  is  contagious—or  rather  portagtous,  and  of  par- 
asitic origin. 

2.  It  is  most  readily  implanted  upon  a  mucous  membrane  de- 
nuded of  its  epithelium. 

3.  It  is  probably  always  local  in  its  incipienoy,  sometimes  be- 
coming rapidly  systemic  from  the  beginning. 

To  further  explain  rather  than  to  argue  these  propositions,  let 
me  say  that  the  best  protection  against  diphtheria  is  a  mucous 
membrane  entirely  healthy ;  and  an  ordinary  acute  or  subcute 
laryngitis  or  pharyngitis  is  a  condition  favorable  to  the  implant- 
ing of  the  diphtheritic  germ.  When  the  epithelial  layer  is  in- 
tact the  diphtheritic  germ  finds  no  foothold,  but  when  there  is  an 
abrasion  or  denudation  of  the  lining  membrane,  the  diphtheritic 
bacteria  first  attach  themselves  to  the  surface  so  prepared  for 
them.  This  is  the  local  period  oi  the  disease  and  no  micrococci 
are  found  in  the  blood — ^there  is  no  constitutional  symptom. 
Sometimes,  though  there  may  be  rapid  surface  involvement,  and 
froe  formation  of  the  characteristic  membrane,  there  may  still  be 
little  absorption  of  the  diphtheritic  virus. 

^Bead  in  the  Section  on  Laryngologj,  at  the  Thirty-deyenth  Annual  Meet- 
ing of  the  American  Medical  Association,  by  Wm.  M.  Porter,  M.  D.,  of  St 
Louis,  Mo.  Physician  to  Throat  and  Chest  Department  of  St.  Louis  Protestant 
Hospital,  of  St  Louis  City  Hospital,  of  the  Female  Hospital,  and  Physician  to 
8t  Luke's. 
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Many  of  thege  almost  purely  local  oondifeions  suggest  a  doubt 
as  to  their  specific  nature.  It  is  well  to  give  the  patient  the  ben- 
efit of  the  doubt,  and  to  treat  urgently  all  suspicious-looking  ex- 
udations upon  the  surface  of  the  respiratory  tract.  Practically, 
a  certain  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  are  constitutional  from 
the  beginning,  the  point  of  infection  being  in  some  recess  of  the 
naso-pharnyx  or  larynx,  and  easily  overlooked^-or  is  beyond  the 
range  of  vision.  I  am  not  sure  but  that  infection  may  occur 
from  primary  invasion  of  the  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal. 
Klebs,  in  the  second  Congress  of  the  German  Physicians,  speaks 
of  a  diphtheritic  involvement  of  Peyer's  patches  resembling  the 
reticular  appearance  in  the  early  stages  of  typhoid.  In  by  £Btr 
the  greater  number  of  cases  the  rapid  multiplication  of  the  bac- 
teria— whether  sphero-bacteria  as  are  found  in  severe  cases,  or 
whether  short  aud  slender  rods  as  in  milder  cases — ^produces  an 
inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane,  exudation  takes  place,  the 
epithelial  cells  die,  and  the  bacteria  pass  into  the  blood  and  rap- 
idly multiply  throughout  the  circulation.  Even  should  we  deny 
with  Beale,  that  the  contagium  is  bacteria,  we  still  must  admit 
that  the  hypothesis  of  local  infection  furnishes  the  most  rational 
explanation  of  the  sequence^  of  symptoms. 

Granting  this,  we  have  two  purposes  in  treatment  in  the  early 
stages  of  diphtheria : 

1.  To  destroy  or  render  harmless  the  local  manifestation  of 
the  disease*  * 

2.  To  increase  the  power  of  resistance  in  the  general  system 
to  infection. 

In  dealing  with  the  false  membrane  all  measures  which  would 
tend  to  irritate  or  injure  the  air  passages  should  be  avoided. 
There  should  be  no  tearing  away  of  the  exudation,  or  applica- 
tion of  caustics — nor  do  I  think  that,  except  in  cases  where 
there  is  only  a  small  well-defined  patch  of  membrane,  the  use  of 
the  galvano-cautery  will  prove  expedient.  To  prevent  absorp- 
tion, not  only  should  we  avoid  making  new  abrasions  in  the 
throat,  but  I  have  thought  it  wise  as  far  as  possible  to  cover  up 
those  that  already  exist. 

First  of  all,  it  is  well  to  remove  from  the  naso-pharnyx,  or 
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pharynx,  if  that  be  the  »te  of  invaaion,  whatever  of  acoumu- 
lated  macous  and  dibris  there  may  be.  This  may  be  readily 
done  by  means  of  a  small  syringe  and  a  weak  solution  of  salt 
water,  or  of  Listerine.  This  may  be  used  either  through  the 
nostril  or  directly  into  the  pbaryni.  To  loosen  the  attachments 
and  hasten  the  resolution  of  the  diphtheritic  membrane,  many 
means  have  been  advocated. 

When  the  patch  can  be  reached,  a  solution  of  papayotin  may 
be  applied  ;  or  better  still,  one  of  trypsin;  This  last  used  in  solu- 
tion, as  suggested  by  Fairchild  and  Foster,  or  still  better,  a  few 
grains  with  one  or  two  of  bicarbonate  of  soda,  made  into  a  paste 
with  water  and  spread  upon  the  diphtheritic  patch,  is  the  most 
rapid  solvent  I  have  known.  If  the  local  disease  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  such  an  application,  an  alkaline  solution  of  trypsin  may 
be  sprayed  into  the  nose  or  larynx. 

After  several  applications  of  trypsin  within  the  hour,  a  still 
further  attack  may  be  made  upon  the  local  disease.  Having 
vaed  more  or  less  freely  most  of  the  germicides,  astringents,  and 
antiseptics  commended  in  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  I  have 
abandoned  all  else  for  a  solution  of  equal  part3  of  the  tincture  of 
the  chloride  of  iron  and  glycerine.  I  have  cause  to  consider 
this,  when  well  applied  over  the  entire  extent  of  the  diseased 
surface,  an  almost  entirely  complete  bar  to  the  progress  and  ab- 
sorption of  the  diphtheritic  virus. 

1.  If  the  potency  of  the  disease  lies  in  the  rapid  multiplication 
of  bacteria,  so  strong  a  chlorine  solution  is  certainly  indicated. 

2.  If  absorption  takes  place  through  the  abraded  surfaces  and 
''mouths  of  lymphatics  open,^^  as  stated  by  Oertel,  we  would 
from  a  priori  reasoning  expect  some  good  from  the  local  use  of 
iron,  while  the  glycerine  may  be  something  more  than  a  mere 
vehicle,  in  that  it  may  by  affinity  relieve  to  some  extent  the 
turgid  capillaries  of  the  mucous  membrane.  The  application 
should  be  made  frequently. 

Let  me  say,  in  urging  the  efficacy  of  this  agent,  that  for  two 
years  I  have  not  seen,  a  case  of  diphtheria  die  where  the  whole 
of  the  false  membrane  could  be  seen  and  repeatedly  covered  with 
thb  solution,  and  where  aj^ropriate  general  treatment  was  given. 
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Thrice  within  the  last  week^  aud  many  times  during  the  past 
year^  I  have  seen  the  characteristic  membrane  shrivel  up  and  be- 
come detached  under  the  inflnence  of  the  iron  and  glycerine. 

When  the  local  attack  is  out  of  reach  of  the  direct  application 
by  menus  of  the  brush,  or,  better  still,  the  cotton-covered  probe, 
the  case  is  very  different.  When  the  invasion  is  in  the  naso* 
pharynx  or  in  the  larynx  the  result  may  well  be  dreaded.  Even 
in  such  instances  I  believe  the  best  procedure  is  to  apply  tiie 
iron  locally  by  spray,  and  where  possible  by  the  cotton-covered 
probe. 

The  covering  in  of  the  diphtheritic  patches  with  tolu  varnish, 
as  recommended  by  Mackensie,  may  follow  the  thorough  use  of 
the  iron  solution,  and  is  doubtless  protective. 

Not  only  is  local  treatment  important,  but  it  is  important  to 
institute  it  early.  The  physician  should  be  called  at  once  in 
every  case  where  there  is  a  doubt.  Parents  should  feel  that  they 
are  responsible  for  delay,  and  that  delay  is  exceedingly  danger- 
ous. Many  cases  that  during  the  first  twenty-four  hours  are 
easy  to  treat  and  are  curable,  are  a  little  later  beyond  the  reach 
of  the  most  skillful, 

A  few  words  as  to  general  treatment.  Here  too  I  have  no 
sympathy  with  halfway  measures.  First  of  all  in  every  case,  I 
nearly  always  counsel  the  administration  of  enough  calomel  and 
soda  combined  to  thoroughly  evacuate  the  alimentary  tract.  It 
empties  the  canal  of  any  accumulated  material,  it  stimulates  im- 
portant secretions,  and  with  Ritter,  though  not  to  the  extent  to 
which  he  advocates  it,  I  believe  it  has  a  favorble  influence  upon 
the  general  condition.  At  least  it  clears  the  decks  for  action. 
As  soon  as  the  bowels  of  the  child  have  been  well  moved,  and 
sometimes  not  waiting  for  that,  the  internal  use  of  the  iron 
and  glycerine  solution  (the  same  as  that  used  in  the  throat),  may 
be  begun  ;  tor  we  need  no  fear  any  chemical  reaction.  To  show 
that  others  are  falling  back  u)H>n  thif^  well-known  agent,  let  me 
quote  from  an  editorial  vi  a  recent  issue  of  the  New  England 
MiyrUhly:  ^^It  is  interesting  and  somewhat  gratifying  to  note 
that  after  each  excursion  into  the  domain  of  experimental  medi- 
cine, the  profession  invariably  returns  to  the  older  and  more  ef- 

Digitized  by  CjOOQ IC 


SELECTIONS.  667 

fective  method  of  treating  diphtheria,  which  consists  of  tonio 
doses  of  the  tincture  of  iron,  and  a  system  of  extreme  noorisbment/' 

To  anticipate  and  anti^Dtse  general  invasion,  the  general  as 
well  as  the  local  treatment  should  be  instituted  early.  Where 
the  fifymptoms  demand,  I  prescribe  two  drops  of  the  iron  and 
glycerine  solution  for  each  jrear  of  the  child's  age,  in  a  tittle 
water  every  two  hours,  and  midway  between  each  dose  the  diph* 
theric  patch  is  to  be  touched  or  sprayed  with  the  solution.  Thus 
there  is  an  opportunity  for  the  ferric  solution  to  be  brought  in 
contact  every  hour,  with  so  much  of  the  diseased  membrane  as  is 
in  the  pharynx. 

I  have  not  discussed  much  of  the  poly-treatment  of  diphtheria 
as  practised  to-day  -*nor  have  I  time  to  outline  the  emergencies 
which  may  arise,  as  I  had  thought  of  doing.  My  object  has 
been  to  propose  a  plain  and  direct  method  of  treatment,  which 
any  one  may  use  and  which  is  not  an  experiment. 

Many  other  reme<^ies  are  often  to  be  added.  Pilo-carpine, 
when  the  skin  is  dry,  and  there  is  spasmodic  laryngeal  contrac- 
tion ;  quinine,  when  the  fever  is  excessive ;  steam  from  slacking 
lime  when  respiration  is  labored  and  the  respiratory  tract  dry ; 
and  tracheotomy  or  intubation  when  the  larynx  is  greatly  ob- 
structed. 

Let  me  in  conclusion  suggest  that  the  physician  demand  of  the 
people  among  whom  he  practices,  that  they  call  him  at  once  when 
suspicious  symptoms  are  observed,  and  that  he  answer  quickly, 
act  promptly,  and  see  that  his  instructions  are  implicitly  obeyed. 
To  treat  diphtheria  is  tq  fight  a  battle — there  should  be  no 
delays,  surprises  nor  compromises. 


— .^»^»  — 


CoHOENiTAL  Hebeditaby  Atonic  Dybpepsia. — During 
practice  of  twenty  years,  I  have  prescribed  Lactopeptine  to  pa- 
tients of  all  ages,  and  have  never  been  disappointed  in  its  action 
when  indicated.  But  I  desire  to  Bpeak  in  particular  of  its  action 
in  a  case  of  congenital  hereditar>  atonic  dyspepsia  in  an  in&nt, 
to  whom  I  began  to  administe  this  remedy  on  the  third  day 
after  birth.    Mrs.  H.  L.  S.,  L&oigside,  Miss.,  was  delivered  of 
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a  male  child^  in  whom  there  was  manifesled  well-marked  symptoms 
of  atonio  dyspepsia.  The  mother  had  been  a  victim  of  dyspepsia 
from  girlhood^  and  had  inherited  the  malady  from  her  mother. 

The  infant  was  put  to  the  breast  a  few  hours  after  birth^  and 
nursed  readily ;  but  almost  immediately  rejected  the  milk. 
Repeated  trials  all  resulted  in  vomitipg,  followed  by  exhaustion. 
Other  articles  of  food  were  tried^  including  cow's  milk^  etc., 
without  improvement.  The  child  was  in  great  danger  of  star- 
vation. On  the  third  day,  I  began  the  administration  of  Lao- 
topeptine.  The  effect  was  immediate  and  almost  miraculous. 
I  ordered  one-sixteenth  of  the  adult  dose  to  be  dissolved  in  about 
two  ounces  of  breast  milk  (drawn  from  a  robust,  healthy  wet- 
nurse),  and  administered  every  two  and  a  half  hours.  There 
was  no  more  rejection  of  milk — except  the  usual  vomitang  of 
curdled  milk,  to  relieve  the  crowded  state  of  the  stomach,  which 
occurred  occasionally,  after  the  first  ten  days.  Condensed  milk, 
cow's  milk  (properly  diluted  and  sweetened),  Mellin's  food, 
boiled  bread  (pap),  were,  after  a  while,  substituted  for  breast 
milk,  but  always  with  Lactopeptine.  A  steady  impr<nnement 
was  manifest  from  the  beginning,  and  kept  up  during  the  first 
dentition,  which  process  was  gone  through  with  in  a  most  satis- 
&ctory  manner.  No  untoward  diarrhoea  or  intestinal  disturbance 
characterised  this  period,  and,  at  ten  months,  the  child  was  vir- 
tually cured  of  its  dyspepsia,  and  could  eat  and  digest  ordinary 
food  such  as  children  of  that  age  may  do  in  good  health.  The 
parents  of  the  child  believe  firmly  (as  I  do),  that  Lactopeptine 
saved  their  infant. 

In  cholera  infantum,  in  diarrhoea,  and  in  all  of  the  distarbances 
of  the  alimentary  canal,  during  dentition  and  early  infant  life, 
I  find  Lactopeptine  an  ever-effective  and  reliable  remedy.  In 
adult  dyspepsia,  all  are  now  fiimiliar  with  its  beneficial  effects; 
but  I  should  be  -glad  if  the  profession  would  be  induced  to  try  it 
in  the  vomitings,  diarrhoeas,  and  dyspepsias  of  infancy.  I  recall 
several  babies  whose  lives  I  believe  I  could  have  saved  had  I 
known,  ten  years  ago,  what  I  do  know  of  the  ready  adaptability 
of  Lactopeptine  to  infant's  ailments. — B.  Walker  Beers,  M.  D., 
Angola,  La.,  in  the  Medical  JBrirf. 
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§tvi^w8  »nd  gaah  ^oHc$s. 


A  Treatise  on  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine.  De- 
signed for  the  Use  of  Practitioners  and  Students  of  Medicine.  By 
Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  late  Professor  of  the  Principles  and 
Practice  of  Medicine  and  of  Clinical  Medicine  in  the  Bellevue 
Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York.  Sixth  edition,,  revised  and 
largely  re-written  by  the  author,  assisted  by  William  H.  Welch, 
M.D.,  Professor  of  Pathology  in  Johns  Hopkins  University,  Balti- 
more; and  Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  Professor  of  Physiology  in 
the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York.  Philadelphia : 
Lea  Brothers  &  Co.     1886. 

The  preface  from  the  pen  of  the  son  of  the  author  thus  refers 
to  the  changes  this  edition  embodies : 

"The  claim  in  the  preface  to  the  fifth  edition  '  that  the  elimi- 
nations^ substitutions,  and  additions  rendered  it  essentially  a  new 
work/  can  with  equal  propriety  be  made  for  the  present  edition 
as  compared  with  the  edition  issued  in  1881.  Among  the  en- 
tirely new  articles^  special  attention  may  be  called  to  the  fol- 
lowing: Infectious  Tumors^  Syphilitic  Diseases  of  the  Lungs, 
Cerebral  Syphilis,  General  Considerations  relating  to  Inflam- 
matory and  Structural  Diseases  of  the  Spinal  Cord,  Spastic 
Cerebral  Paralysis  of  Children,  Hereditary  Ataxia,  Myxoedema, 
Multiple  Neuritis,  General  Pathology  of  Fever,  and  Milk  Sick- 
ness. In  addition  to  these  new  features,  many  articles  have  been 
entirely  rewritten ;  and  in  nearly  every  article  changes  and  addi- 
tions, some  of  them  very  important,  have  been  made.     .     .     • 

"As  already  stated,  the  sixth  edition  contains  a  full  considera- 
tion of  recent  discoveries  concerning  the  bacterial  origin  of  va- 
rious infections  diseases,  as  will  be  rendered  evident  by  a  con- 
sultation of  the  article  on  Vegetable  Parasites  in  the  chapter  on 
Etiology,  and  articles  in  the  chapter  treating  of  Tuberculosis, 
Tf phoid  Fever,  Cholera,  etc.*' 
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We  decline  either  to  commend  or  to  criticise^  in  a  popular 
sense,  any  portion  of  this  most  complete  work.  The  first  would 
be  to  borrow  high,  confirmatory  views ;  the  last  to  run  our  own 
ways,  and  give  liking  to  nothing  but  what  is  framed  by  ourselves 
and  hammered  on  our  anvil. 

We  fully  concur  in  the  statement  that  its  influence  on  English- 
speaking  physicians  of  the  present  generation  is  unsurpassed  ;  and 
we  think  it  would  be  hard  to  suggest  a  material  improvement 
upon  its  present  technical  or  literary  aspect.  It  is  worthy  of 
consideration  as  a  near  attainment  to  a  most  exalted  and  glorious 
ambition. 

How  We  Treat  Wounds  To-day:  A  Treatise  on  the  Subject  of  An- 
tiseptic Surgery  which  can  be  Understood  by  Beginners.  By  R. 
T.  Morris,  M.D.,  late  House  Surgeon  to  Bellevue  Hospital,  New 
York.  Second  edition.  New  York  and  London:  G.  P.  Putnam's 
Sons.     1886. 

It  is  painful  to  see  such  a  high  stage  of  the  art  presentative  as 
this  little  book  exhibits^  employed  to  perpetuate  such  poverty  of 
taste  and  isuch  luxury  of  self-sufficiency. 

It  is  true  that  from  it  may  be  learned  one  way  of  using  corro- 
sive sublimate  solutions,  iodoform^  and  animal  ligatures  and  su- 
tures,  as  well  as  articles  which  wide  courtesy  could  hardly  claim 
as  antiseptic;  and  its  practical  character  makes  it  have  a  present 
adaptation  to  general  practitioners  and  to  students.  An  attend- 
ant, but  not  an  unimportant  result,  will  be  effected  in  an  adverse 
influence  upon  superlatively  bad  styles  of  didactic  writing  and 
sophistical  reasoning,  of  which  it  stands  a  prominent  example. 

To  transform  now  our  author  into  some  such  a  traditional 
character  as  the  Richard  Roe  of  court  fictions,  and  to  consider 
his  cause  apart  from  his  method  of  presenting  it,  if  it  be  neither 
a  pleasant  nor  an  easy  task,  seems  none  the  less  a  duty. 

The  immortality  Sir  Joseph  Lister  has  won  has  its  dependence 
upon  the  fact  that  sepsis  makes  unresisted  advance  only  in  un- 
healthy tissue.  To  use  the  words  of  this  great  man,  '^  Healthy 
living  tissues  have  the  power  of  preventing  the  development  of 
bacteria  in  their  vicinity.^'    The  causal  relation  of  the  ubiquitoas 
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bacterium  is  not  yet  made  out;  and  this  is  all  the  more  wonderful 
when  we  think  how  often  the  wish  has  fathered  the  thought. 

With  these  important  concessions  in  mind,  rational  wound 
treatment  may  be  promoted,  and  Listerism  may  sooner  be  re- 
duced to  its  proper  sphere  and  accorded  its  merited  triumph. 

Outlines  of  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  Syphilis  and 
Allied  Venereal  Diseases.  By  Hermann  Von  Zeissl,  M.D., 
late  Professor  at  the  Imperial-Royal  University  of  Vienna.  Sec- 
ond edition.  Revised  by  Maximilian  Von  Zeissl,  M.D.,  Privat- 
Docent  for  Diseases  of  Skin  and  Syphilis  at  Imperial- Royal  Uni- 
versity of  Vienna.  Translated  by  H.  Raphael,  M.D.,  Attending 
Physician  for  Diseases  of  Genito  -  Urinary  Organs  and  Syphilis, 
Bellevue  Hospital,  Out-patient  Department.  8vo.,  pp.  402.  New 
York:  D.  Appleton  &  Co.     1886. 

It  is  a  little  curious  to  note  the  difference  of  the  scope  of  this 
book  from  that  of  the  preceding. 

This  is  the  outcome  of  a  life  devoted  to  a  single  subject.  It 
is  a  good,  practical  work,  full  of  German  plainness,  and  pains- 
taking. It  is  restricted  to  expounding  the  doctrines  of  its  sub- 
ject already  proposed.  It  claims  to  contain  very  little  that  is 
new. 

A  partial  and  a  hurried  examination  of  it  has  won  a  very 
&vorabIe  impression  of  its  value  from  us. 

The  Surgery  of  the  Pancreas,  as  Pased  Upon  Experiments  and 
Clinical  Researches.  By  N.  Senn,  M.D.,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis., 
Attending  Surgeon  to  the  Milwaukee  Hospital;  Professor  of  the 
Principles  and  Practice  of  Surgery  and  of  Clinical  Surgery  in  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Chicago,  IlL 

The  above  reprint  of  a  paper  read  before  the  American  Sur- 
gical Association,  April  29,  1886,  has  appeared  upon  eur  table. 
We  regard  its  appearance  as  most  timely,  as  the  surgery  of  the 
pancreas  has  heretofore  been  almost  a  terra  incognita  in  the  pro- 
fession. The  operations  heretofore  considered  admissible  have 
been  for  the  culre  of  cysts  and  the  formation  of  an  external  pan* 
creatic  fistula.  Our  author  has  based  his  conclusions  upon  quite 
a  number  of  apparently  careful  and  painstaking  vivisections,  and 
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the  fund  of  information  thas  obtained  cannot  fail  to  greatly  in- 
terest the  surgeon.  Among  other  things,  our  author  demon- 
strates that  while  complete  removal  of  the  organ  is  always  fol- 
lowed by  deaths  its  partial  removal  for  disease  or  injury  is  a 
fiivorite  and  justifiable  operation. 

He  recommends  that  abdominal  section  and  lumbar  drainage 
be  established  in  cased  of  cysts  and  gangrene  where  it  is  found 
impossible  to  establish  an  anterior  abdominal  fistula.  Removal 
of  an  impacted  pancreatic  calculus  in  the  duodenal  extremity  of 
the  duct  of  Wirsung  by  taxis  or  incision,  and  extraction^  is  rec- 
ommended to  be  practiced  in  all  cases  where  the  common  viaduct 
is  compressed  or  obstructed  by  the  calculus,  and  death  is  threat- 
ened by  chol»mia. 

The  writer  makes  as  many  as  nineteen  practical  observations 
and  suggestioDS  in  regard  to  pancreatic  surgery,  which  we  can 
but  regard  as  most  important  to  the  literature  of  the  subject. 

Practical  Guide  in  Antiseptic  Midwifery  in  Hospitals  and 
Private  Practice.  By  Henry  J.  Garrigues,  A.  M.,  M.  D., 
Professor  of  Obstetrics  in  New  York  Post-Graduate  School  and 
Hospital ;  Visiting  Obstetric  Surgeon  to  the  New  York  Maternity 
Hospital,  etc.,  etc.  Geo.  S.  Davis,  Detroit,  Mich.  128  pp. 
(The  Physicians'  Leisure  Library.     Price,  25  cents.) 

Since  the  dawn  of  this  era  of  investigation  of  infectious  dis- 
easeS)  improvement  in  this  branch  of  medicine  has  followed  the 
bestowal  of  well-merited  attention,  which  is  as  wonderful  as  it  is 
gratifying. 

The  part  Dr.  Garrigues  has  taken  in  this  work  entitles  him  to 
a  respectful  consideration  at  the  hands  of  every  medical  man ; 
and  we  are  happy  to  commend  to  our  readers  his  methods  that 
have  been  so  conservative  of  human  life  and  suffering. 

We  should  be  glad  to  adopt  his  dressing  for  puerperal,  if  we 
oould  convince  ourselves  of  its  indispensable  nature ;  but  we 
think  he  has  hazarded  the  imputation  of  most  eminent  unfair- 
ness by  explaining  the  equally  good  results  at  yifnna,  where  no 
dressings  are  used,  with  the  bland  assurance  of  a  friend  that  the 
microbe  is  powerless  in  the  wombs  of  the  German  lower  class  I 
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The  subject  is  well  bandied,  oonsidering  its  condensed  charac- 
ter. It  furnishes  devotional  exercises  to  the  convert  of  the  doc- 
trine it  promulgates,  and  arguments  in  shape  of  facts  to  him 
who  doubts.  Neither,  we  think,  can  resist  entirely  itsi  beneficial 
influences. 

A  Laboratory  Guide  in  Urinalysis  and  Toxicology.  By  R.  A. 
WiTTHAUS,  A.M.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry  and  Physics  in 
Medical  Department  University  of  the  City  of  New  York;  Pro- 
fessor of  Chemistry  in  Medical  Department  of  University  of  Ver- 
mont, etc.,  etc.  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.,  57  and  58  Place,  New  York. 
1886. 

This  title  fully  defines  the  scope  of  a  book  which  presents  as 
its  raison  (THre^'  the  reliable  and  familiar  tests  of  the  past, 
hedged  about  with  most  careful  conditions,  along  with  many  of 
those  of  latter  days^  whose  simplicity  is  almost  exasperating. 

We  do  not  know  of  a  more  successful  condensation  of  so  wide 
a  subject,  and  we  are  sure  that  its  frequent  use,  supplemented  by 
a  little  industry  expended  on  its  blank  pages,  will  assist  the 
physician  in  the  attainment  of  scientific  accuracy,  and  the  man 
in  the  acquirement  of  that  satisfaction  and  peace  that  follow 
duties  well  discharged. 

We  should  like,  if  it  were  feasible,  to  convey  to  our  readers 
some  idea  of  the  gross  neglect  of  urinalysis,  and  to  convince 
them,  if  it  were  necessary,  of  the  importance  of  its  application  to 
practice.  We  can  ofien  this  guide  as  a  remedy  of  much  promise 
to  those  whose  self-accusation  shall  hav^  prompted  its  employ- 
ment. 

Rheumatism:  Its  Nature,  Its  Pathology,  and  Its  Successful 
Treatment.  By  T.  J.  Maclagan,  M.D.  8  vo.,  p.  277.  New 
York  :  Wm.  Wood  &  Co.  (Wood's  Library  for  September).     1886 

An  entire  volume  to  record  the  growth  and  expansion  of  a 
single  idea  seems  a  broad  assertion  ;  yet  on  the  analogy  of 
rheumatism  to  malaria  this  argument  is  built.  It  is  a  highly  in* 
teresting  work.  No  one  can  object  that  dogmatism  usurps  the 
place  of  argument,  or  that  argument  ever  descends  to  the  level 
of  specie  usness. 
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It  18  wonderful  to  us  that  so  many  and  such  unusual  positions, 
speculation,  and  opinion  should  be  maintained  with  so  much  of 
good  taste  and  so  little  of  offensiveness.  These  qualities^  com- 
bined with  an  elegant  style,  leave  jealous  and  carping  critics 
nothing  whereon  to  hang  objections. 

It  would  afiord  us  pleasure  to  give  its  contents  an  extended 
notice,  for  it  may  well  be  classed  among  the  delightful  books  of 
our  art. 

The  Physiological,  Pathological,  and  Therapeutical  Effects 
OF  Compressed  Air.  By  A.  H.  Smith,  M.D.,  late  Surgeon  to 
New  York  Bridge  Company ;  Physician  to  Presbyterian  Hospital, 
New  York,  etc.  112  pp.  The  Physicians'  Leisure  Library.  Geo. 
S.  Davis,  Detroit,  Mich.     1886. 

Six  chapters  giving  the  history  of  caisson  work  and  of  the  dis- 
ease, the  effects  of  compressed  air  and  cases  the  author  has  col- 
lected and  observed,  are  followed  by  one  of  suggestions  and 
another  on  tberapeautical  uses.  We  hope  for  Dr.  Williams's  sake 
that  there  are  not  many  assertions  in  the  book  of  the  same  lati- 
tude as  one  in  this  last  chapter,  which  conveys  the  impression 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  enumerate  within  the  limit  of  fifteen 
pages,  ^^  the  conditions  in  the  treatment  of  which  this  agent  has 
been  found  more  or  less  useful.^' 

Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association.  Eight, 
eenth  Annual  Session,  held  at  Dallas,  Texas,  April  27,  28,  29,  and 
30,  1886.  Printed  for  the  Texas  Statq  Medical  Association.  8  vo. 
Cloth,  pp.  691. 

The  Texas  State  Medical  Association  and  its  Committee  of 

Publication  are  to  be  congratulated  on   one  of  the  handsomest 

and  most  elegant  volumes  of  Society  Transactions  that  we  have 

ever  seen.     As  an  outcome  of  the  malarial  belt,  it  is  rather  a 

"  stunner,"  and   will  compare  more  than  favorably  with  those 

from  more  intellectual  (?)  localities  od  this  continent,  or  even 

''urrup." 

'e  handsome  cloth  binding,  elegant  paper,  and  neat  typog- 

would  be  a  credit  to  the  most  enterprising  and  completely 
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equipped  pablishing  hoase  of  the  most  metropolitau  city  of  either 
oontineiit.  But  Texas  is  a  great  State^  with  great  doctors,  and  a 
future  that  will  yet  prove  marvelous. 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  we  have  not  space  to  give  a  full 
and  extended  review  of  the  subject-matter  contained  in  the  ele- 
gant volume  before  us.  A  brief  examination  convinces  us,  that 
from  the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  and  the  President's  address, 
to  the  very  full  and  comprehensive  index,  it  is  teeming  with  good 
things,  and  will  furnish  mental  pabulum  for  many  a  good  feast, 
prepared  by  the  very  progressive  and  talented  members  of  the 
medical  profession  in  Texas. 


^ditarmL 


REGULATION    OF    THE    PRACTICE    OF    MEDICINE   BY 

LAW. 

We  have  given  considerable  space  this  month,  as  in  the  preceding, 
to  the  views  of  some  of  our  correspondents*  in  regard  to  this  subject. 
We  had  intended  to  have  our  say,  to  some  extent,  in  this  number,  but 
the  pressure  on  our  pages  and  time  prevent  it  We  cannot  refrain, 
however,  from  giving  the  following  extract  from  an  address  by  the 
President  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  Dr.  E.  P.  Becton, 
of  Sulphur  Springs,  Texas,  delivered  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciatiation  in  Dallas,  April  27,  1886,  and  which  we  find  in  the  very 
handsome  volume  of  Transactions  just  received. 

We  fully  endorse  the  views  of  Dr.  Becton  on  this  subject,  which 
are  as  follows : 

''  I  am  now,  and  have  ever  been,  opposed  to  asking  for  any  legisla- 
tion in  behalf  the  medical  profession.  In  this  I  am  aware  of  the  fact 
that  I  differ  from  a  majority  of  this  Association.  I  have  heretofore, 
as  a  member,  acquiesced  in  the  will  of  the  majority,  and  have  done 
what  I  could  to  aid  in  carrying  out  that  will.  But  as  President  of  this 
Association,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  recommend  that  no  action  be  had  at 
this  meeting  looking  to  asking  the  Legislature  to  pass  any  law  to  '  reg- 
ulate the  practice  of  medicine.'     I  believe,  with  my  loved  and  la- 
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mented  teacher,  the  great  Bowling,  that  '  medicine  and  things  medical 
belong  to  medical  men.'  The  educated  physician  needs  no  protection, 
except  such  as  the  law  gives  every  good  citizen.  Quacks  cannot  be 
suppressed  by  legal  enactments.  As  has  been  truthfully  said  by  an 
honored  member  of  this  Association  :  '  They  find  place  and  favor  in 
all  professions  and  avocations,  and  are  simply  the  outgrowth  of  human 
corruption,  and  doubtless  will  be  found  in  all  human  institutions  this 
side  of  the  millennium.'  Vile  imposters  and  pretenders  are  found  in 
the  pulpit,  at  the  bar,  in  politics — every-where ;  and  every  effort  to  rid 
our  profession  of  them  and  to  elevate  the  standard  of  honorable  medi- 
cine by  legislative  enactments  will  prove  abortive.  Let  our  annual 
meetings  be  gatherings  of  educated  gentlemen,  for  the  purpose,  as  is 
so  happily  stated  in  our  Constitution,  '  of  organizing  the  medical  pro- 
fession of  the  State  in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible ;  to  encour- 
age a  high  standard  of  professional  qualifications  and  ethics,  and  to 
promote  professional  brotherhood.'  If  the  people  want  protection 
from  quacks,  pretenders,  and  irregular  practioners,  let  them  ask  for 
it ;  let  them  invoke  the  aid  of  this*  Association,  and  it  will  be  cheer- 
fully accorded.  An  effort  that  we  might  make  in  their  behalf  would, 
as  has  been  done,  be  misconstrued  and  treated  with  contempt.  This 
Association  cannot  afford  to  knock  at  the  door  of  the  Texas  Legisla- 
ture imtil  that  body  has  learned  to  appreciate  the  honor,  dignity,  and 
purity  of  the  medical  profession  and  the  value  of  human  life.  Let  us 
elevate  the  profession,  asking  no  favor  of  any  earthly  tribunal." 


MINUTES  OF  REGULAR  MEETING  OF  THE    DAVIDSON 
COUNTY  MEDICAL   SOCIETY. 

City  Council  Chamber,  October  5,  1886. 

The  meeting  was  opened  at  10:30  a.  m.,  by  Dr.  J.  F.  Grant,  tempo- 
rary chairman,  besides  whom  there  were  present  Drs.  Blackman, 
Cain,  Dc  La  Rue,  Crawford,  Eve  (P.  F.),  Haggard,  Roberts, Wright, 
and  Arnold. 

The  name  of  Dr.  Boyd,  of  Donelson,  who  was  present,  was  pre- 
sented for  membership. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Committee  on  New  Members,  to-wit,  the 
two  Vice  Presidents,  Dr.  Blackman  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  Secretary  be  empowered  to  enroll  the  names  of  Dr.  Boyd 
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and  Dr.  A.  S.  Oiampe  (proposed  at  the  preceding  meeting),  casting 
the  unanimous  4rote  of  those  present  for  them«    The  motion  prevailed. 

A  copy  of  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  was  exhibited  by  the  Secre- 
tary, bearing  the  signatures  of  approval  of  Drs.  R.  F.  Evans,  J.  F. 
Grant,  and  W.  F.  Glenn,  of  the  Judicial  Council  of  the  State  Medical 
Society. 

Dr.  Blackman's  paper  on  '*  Malarial  Fever,"  and  its  consequent 
discussion,  next  occupied  the  attention  of  the  body.  Dr.  Arnold  led 
this,  and  Drs.  Cain,  Grant,  Eve  (P.  F.),  Crawford,  and  Roberts  took 
a  part. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  reported  the  following 
programme:  An  essay  on  *'The  Pathological  Conditions  Due  to  the 
Period  of  the  First  Dentition,"  by  Dr.  J.  Y.  Crawford ;  Dr.  E.  D. 
Wright  to  lead  the  discussion. 

Dr.  Paul  F.  Eve's  motion  to  change  the  time  of  the  regular  meet- 
ing from  lo  o'clock  a.  m.  to  7:30  p.  m.  was  seconded  by  Dr.  Black- 
man,  and,  as  soon  as  it  was  carried,  the  meeting  adjourned. 

Will  F.  Arnold,  M.D.,  Secretafy. 


Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  Army. — Lieutenant- 
Colonel  John  Moore,  Assistant  Medical  Purveyor,  who  has  for  some 
time  past  been  stationed  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  as  Acting  Medical 
Storekeeper,,  has  been  appointed  by  President  Cleveland  to  the  position 
of  Surgeon-General  of  the  army.  He  was  the  fifth  on  the  list  of 
Lieutenent-colonels  of  the  medical  corps  in  the  line  of  promotion. 
Surgeon-General  Moore  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  from  which  State  he 
entered  the  arnxy  in  1853.  His  first  active  service  was  in  Florida, 
where  he  relieved  Dr.  W.  A.  Hammond  during  the  second'  Semi- 
nole war.  He  was  promoted  Major  in  1862,  and  was  breveted  Lieu- 
tenent-colonel  in  1864,  ^or  gallant  and  meritorious  services  during  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  and  the  following  year,  having  served  as  Medical 
Director,  he  was  breveted  Colonel. 


The  Paul  F.  Eve  Medical  Society  was  re-organised  by  the 
students  of  the  Medical  and  Dental  Departments  of  the  University  of 
Tennessee,  in  the  College  Building,  October  23d.     The  following 
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officers  were  dected:  W.  F.  Cnimk,  of  Shelby  ville,  Tenn.,  President; 
A.  A.  Francis,  of  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Recording  Secretary;  Oscar 
Hasenkamp,  of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  Treasurer;  J.  S.  White,  of 
Kentucky.  Corresponding  Secretary ;  J.  H.  Allen,  of  Greenrille,  S. 
C,  Sergeant-at-Arms. 


A  Rising  Son. — A  young  friend  of  ours  returning  late  one  night, 
found  a  nondescript  dish  to  be  the  only  edible  occupant  of  the  dining- 
room.  After  some  hesitation  he  partook  of  it,  and  retired.  The 
mother  asked  at  the  breakfast  table  next  morning  what  had  become  of 
her  slighted  dish  of  "cerealine."  Our  friend  cried :  '*You  have  re- 
lieved me  very  much ;  I  thought  I  had  eaten  a  poultice,  therefore  I 
arose  early.'' 


De  Profundis. — ^The  office-boy  of  a  medical  friend,  last  January, 
persistently  begged  his  employe  for  a  drink,  by  pantomine  and  other- 
wise. His  wish  was  gratified,  after  half  a  drachm  of  quinine  had  been 
added  as  a  carminative.  Language  is  powerless  to  give  his  crestfallen 
look ;  but  as  his  eyes  grew  large  and  tearful,  he  turned  away  with 
whimpered  soliloquy  :  **  I  gwine  right  straight  and  find  me  a  fly." 


Every  professional  man,  every  library,  and  every  school  should 
have  a  copy  of  Tk€  Supplemental  Dictionary,  published  by  die  Inter- 
state Publishing  Company,  of  Chicago  and  Boston.  Too  much  can- 
not be  said  in  its  praise.  Circulars  descriptive  of  it  will  be  sent  on 
application,  or  the  book  can  be  ordered  through  any  of  the  leading 
book  stores. 


December,  1886,  and  the  close  of  the  eighth  volume  having  ar- 
rived, renewals  of  subscriptions  are  now  in  order ! 
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